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''eorge  washing^ 

TON,  the  "  Father  of 
his  Country"  and  it? 
first  President,  1789- 
'97,  was  born  Febru- 
ary 22,  i732,inWash- 
-     ington  Parish,  West- 
moreland County,  Virginia. 
"    father,  "Augustine  Wash- 
,  first  married  Jane  But 
\o  bore  him  four  chil 
aren,  and  March  6,  1730,  he 
married  Mary  Ball.    Of  six 
chi'dren  by  his.  second  mar 
riage,  George  was  the  eldest, 
the  others  being  Betty,  Samuel  John  Au- 
gustine, Charles  and  Mildred,  of  whom  tht, 
Youngest  died  in  infancy.    Little  :s  known 
'of  th!  early  years  of  Washington.  beyo..d 
the  fact  that  the  house  in  which  he  was 
born  was  burned  during  his  early  ch^ld^ 
hood,- and  that  his  father  thereupon  moved 
to  another  farm,  inherited  from  his  paternal 
Incestors  situaled  in  Stafford  County,  on 
h  norhbankoftheRappahannock,wl^^^^^ 
he  acted  as  agent  of  the  Pnncipio  I  on 
Works  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  died 

Xmel'uest  childhood  George  devel- 
oped  a  noble  character.  He  had  a  vigorous 
constitution,  a  fine  form,  and  great  bodilj. 
strength.  His  education  was  somewhat  de- 


fective,  being  confined  to  the  elementary 
branches  taught  him  by  his  ^oth^'"  ^"^^  ; 
a  neighboring  school.    He  developed,  how- 
ever a  fondness  for  mathematics,  and  en- 
joyed in  that  branch  the  instructions  of  a 
private  teacher.    On  leaving  school  he  re- 
sided for  some  time  at  Mount  Vernon  with 
his  half  brother,  Lawrence,  who  acted  as 
his  guardian,  and  who  had  married  a  daugh- 
ter  of  his  neighbor  at  Belvoir  on  the  I  o tcv 
mac,  the  wealthy  William  Fairfax,  for  some 
time  president  of  the  executive  council  of 
the  colony.  Both_Fairfax  and  his  son-m-law, 
1  -r."  i u^A  rfrvf-A  with  dis- 


the  colony,  uouij-  .u^'"- »  

Lawrence  Washington,  had  served  with  dis- 
anction  h^T^^^ersof  an  4mericaa 
battalion  at  the  siege  of  Carthagena  and. 
were  friends  and  correspondents  of  Admiral 
Vernon,  for  whom  the  latter's  residence  on 
the  Potomac  has  been  named.  Georges 
inclinations  were  for  a  similar  career,  and  a 
midship^nan's  warrant  was  procured  .or 
him,  probably  through  the  influence  of  the 
Admiral;  but  through  the  opposition  of  h.s 
mother  the  project  was  abandoned,  ihe 
family  connection  with  the  Fairfaxes,  how- 
ever,  opened  another  career  for  the  young 
man,  who,  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  was  ap 
pointed  surveyor  to  the  immense  estates  of 
fhe  eccentric  Lord. Fafe  who  was  then 
on  a  visit  at  Belvoir,  and  who  shortly  after- 
ward estabUshed  his  baronial  residence  at 
Greenway  Court,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
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put  undei  training  will,  a  view  to  active 
so  v.ce  against  France,  Wasliington,  thou  jh 
only  „„  eteen  years  of  li^T^poS 
Adjutant  w.th  the  rank  of  Major.    I„  Sen 
ember  of  that  year  the  failing  hea  th  S 
Lawrence  Washington  rendere^d  it  n  ces 
sary  for  hnTTo  seeC  aTvarmcr  climate,  and 
G^eorge  accompanied  him  in  a  voyage  o 
Barbadoes.    They  returned  early  in  ^753 
and  Lawrence  shortly  afterwa-  1  died,  leav^ 
ng  Ins  large  property  to  an  infant  daughter 
In  his  will  George  was  named  one  of  the 
executors  and  as  eventual  heir  to  Mount 
A  ernon,  and  by  the  death  of  the  infant  niece 
soon  succeeded  to  that  estate. 

On  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie  as 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Vir^idThTTT?' 
the  mihtia  was  reorganised,  and  the  pJov! 
ince  divided  into  four  districts.  Washing 
iffli  was  commissioned  by  ^inwiddjiAd/i: 
tant-General  of,  the  NortlWOiiF^ict  i„ 
yS3,  and  in  November  of  that  year  a  mos 
important  as  well  as  hazardous  mission  was 
assigned  hun.    This  was  to  proceed  to  the 
Canadian  posts   recently   established  on 
French  Creek,  near  Lake  Erie,  to  demand 
>"    he  name  of  the  King  of  England  the 
withdrawal  of  the  French  from  a  ter'ritorv 
claimed  by  Virginia.    This  enterprise  had 
been  declined  by  more  than  one  officer 
since  It  involved  a  journey  through  an  ex- 
tensive and  almost  uncvplored  wilderness 
in  the  occupancy  of  savage  Indian  tribes 
either  hostile  to  the  English,  or  of  doubtful' 
attachment.    ALajorJVashinsrton.  however 
accepted  the  commission  with  alacrity  •  and' 
accompanied  by  Captain  Gist,  he  reached 
I;ort  Le  Boeuf  on  French  Creek,  delivered 
ins  dispatches  and  received  reply,  which  of 
course,  was  a  polite  refusal  to  surrender  the 
posts.    This  reply  was  of  such  a  character 


as  to  induce  the  Assembly  of  Virginia  to 
au  l^rue  the  executive  to  raise  a  rfgime.it 
of  300  men  or  the  purpose  of  mainfaining 
tiie  asserted  riglrts  of  the  British  crown 
over  the  territory  claimed.    As  Washing, 
on  declined  to  be  a  candidate  for  that  post, 
U  0  command  of  this  regiment  was  given  to 
Colone  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washing- 
ton, at  his  own  request,  .was  commissioned 
Lieutenant-Colonel.  On  the  march  to  Ohio 
news  was  received  that  a  party  previously' 
sent  to  build  a  fort  at  the  confluence  of  tfir 
Monongahela  with  the  Ohio  had  been 
driven  back  by  a  considerable  French  force 
which  had  completed  the  work  there  be! 
gun  and  named  it  Fort  Duquesne,  in  honor 
o  the  Alarquis  Duquesne,  then  Governor 
of  Canada.    This  was  the  beginning  of  the 
great  "French  and  Indian  war,"  which  con- 
Unued  seven  years.  On  the  death  of  Colonel 
I'ly.  Washington  succeeded  to  the  com-- 
mand  of  the  regiment,  and  so  well  did  he 
fulfill  his  trust  that  the  Virginia-Assembly 
commissioned  him  as  Commandcr-in-Chie'f 
01  all  the  forces  raised  in  the  colony. 

A  cessation  of  all  Indian  hostility  on  the 
frontier  having  followed  the  expulsion  of 
he  French  from  the  Ohio,  the  object  of  " 
Washington  was  accomplished  and  he  re- 
signed  his  commission  as  Commandcr-in. 
Chief  of  the  Virginia  forces.    He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Williamsburg  to' take  his  seat  in 
the  General  Assembly,  of  which  he  had 
been  elected  a  member. 

January^  17,  ,759.  Washington  married 
Mrs  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  a  youii- 
and  beautiful  widow  of  great  wealth,  and  do- 
voted  himself  for  the  ensuing  fifteen  years 
to  the  quiet  pursuits  of  agriculture,  inter- 
rupted only  by  his  annual  attendance 
winter  upon  the  Colonial  Legislature 
Williamsburg,  until    summoned   by  h.:, 
country  to  enter  upon  that  other  arena  in 
which  his  fame  was  to  become  world  wide. 

It  is  unnecessary  here  to  trace  the  details 
of  the  struggle  upon  the  question  of  local 
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self-government,  which,  after  ten  years,  cul- 
minated by  act  of  Parliament  of  the  port  of 
Boston.  It  was  at  the  instance  of  Virginia 
that  a  congress  of  all  the  colonies  was  called 
to  meet  at  Philadelphia  September  5,- 1774, 
to  secure  their  common  liberties — if  possible 
by  peaceful  means.  To  this  Congress 
Colonel  Washington  was  sent  as  a  dele- 
gate. On  dissolving  in  October,  it  recom- 
mended the  colonies  to  send  deputies  to 
another  Congress  the  following  spring.  In 
the  meantime  several  of  the  colonics  felt 
impelled  to  raise  local  forces  to  repel  in- 
sults and  aggressions  on  the  part  of  British 
troops,  so  that  on  the  assembling  of  the  next 
Congress,  May  10,  1775,  the  war  prepara- 
tions of  the  mother  country  were  unmis- 
takable. The  battles  of  Concord  and  Lex- 
ington had  been  fought.  Among  the  earliest 
acts,  therefore,  of  the  Congress  was  the 
selection  of  a  commander-in-chief  of  the 
colonial  forces.  This  office  was  unani- 
mously conferred  upon  Washington,  still  a 
member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted  it 
on  June  19,  but  on  the  express  condition  he 
should  receive  no  salar}'. 

He  immediately  repaired  to  the  vicinity 
of  Boston,  against  which  point  the  British 
ministry  had  concentrated  their  forces.  As 
early  as  April  General  Gage  had  3,000 
troops  in  and  around  this  proscribed  city. 
During  the  fall  and  winter  the  British  policy 
clearly  indicated  a  purpose  to  divide  pub- 
lic sentiment  and  to  build  up  a  British  party 
in'the  colonies.  Those  who  sided  with  the 
ministry  were  stigmatized  by  the  patriots 
as  "  Tories,"  while  the  patriots  took  to  them- 
selves the  name  of  "  Whigs." 

As  early  as  1776  the  leading  men  had 
come  t6  the  conclusion  that  there  was  no 
hope  except  in  separation  and  indepen- 
dence. In  May  of  that  year  Washington 
wrote  from  the  head  of  the  army  in  New 
York :  "  A  reconciliation  with  Great  Brit- 
ain is  impossible  When  I  took 

command  of  the  army,  I  abhorred  the  idea 


of  ir dependence ;  but  I  am  now  fully  satis- 
fied that  nothing  else  will  save  us." 

It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to  trace 
the  military  acts  of  the  patriot  hero,  to 
whose  hands  the  fortunes  and  liberties  of 
the  United  States  were  confided  during  the 
seven  years'  bloody  struggle  that  ensued 
until  the  treaty  of  1783,  in  which  England 
acknowledged  the  independence  of  each  of 
the  thirteen  States,  and  negotiated  with 
them,  jointl}',  as  separate  sovereignties.  The 
merits  of  Washington  as  a  military  chief- 
tain have  been  considerablj'  discussed,  espe- 
cially by  writers  in  his  own  countr)'.  Dur- 
ing the  war  he  was  most  bitterly  assailed 
for  incompetency,  and  great  efforts  were 
made  to  displace  him  ;  but  he  never  for  a 
moment  lost  the  confidence  of  either  the 
Congress  or  the  people.  December  4,  1783, 
the  great  commander  took  leave  of  his  offi- 
cers in  most  affectionate  and  patriotic  terms, 
and  went  to  Annapolis,  Maryland,  where 
the  Congress  of  the  States  was  in  session, 
and  to  that  body,  when  peace  and  order 
prevailed  everywhere,  resigned  his  com- 
mission and  retired  to  Mount  Vernon. 

It  was  in  1788  that  Washington  was  called 
to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  nation.  He 
received  every  electoral  vote  cast  in  all  the 
colleges  of  the  States  voting  for  the  office 
of  President.  The  4th  of  March,  1789,  was 
the  time  appointed  for  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  begin  its  operations, 
but  several  weeks  elapsed  before  quorums 
of  both  the  newly  constituted  houses  of  the 
Congress  were  assembled.  The  city  of  New 
York  was  the  place  where  the  Congress 
then  met.  April  16  Washington  left  his 
home  to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  his 
new  duties.  He  set  out  with  a  purpose  of 
traveling  privately,  and  without  attracting 
any  public  attention  ;  but  this  was  impossi- 
ble. Everywhere  on  his  way  he  was  met 
with  thronging  crowds,  eager  to  see  the 
man  whom  thej'  regarded  as  the  chief  de- 
fender of  their  liberties,  and  everywhere 
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he  was  hailed  with  those  public  manifesta- 
tions of  joy,  regard  and  love  which  spring 
spontaneously  from  the  hearts  of  an  affec- 
tionate and  grateful  people.    His  reception 
in  New  York  was  marked  by  a  grandeur 
and  an  enthusiasm  never  before  witnessed 
in  that  metropolis.   The  inauguration  took 
place  April  30,  in  the  presence  of  an  immense 
multitude  which  had  assembled  to  witness 
the  new  and  imposing  ceremony.  The  oath 
of  of^ce  was  administered  by  Robert  R. 
Livingston  Chancellor  of  the  State.  When 
this  sacred  pledge  was  given,  he  retired 
with  the  other  officials  into  the  Senate 
chamber,  where  he  delivered  his  inaugural 
address  to  both  houses  of  the  newly  con 
stituted  Congress  in  joint  assembly. 

In  the  manifold  details  of  his  civil  ad- 
ministration, JJQishington  proved  himself 
equal  to  the  requirements  oi  his  position. 
The  greater  portion  of  the  first  session  of 
the  first  Congress  was  occupied  in  passing 
the  necessary  statutes  for  putting  the  new 
organization  into  complete  operation.  In 
the  discussions  brought  up  in  the  course  of 
this  legislation  the  nature  and  character  of 
the  new  system  came  under  general  review. 
On  tio  one  of  them  did  any  decided  antago- 
nism of  opinion  arise.   All  held  it  to  be  a 
limited  government,  clothed  5nly  with  spe- 
cific powers  conferred  by  delegation  from 
the  States.,  There  was  no  change  in  the 
name  of  the  legislative  department ;  it  still 
remained  "the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America."  There  was  no  change 
in  the  original  flag  of  the  country,  and  none 
m  the  seal,  which  still  remains  with  the 
Grecian  escutcheon  borne  by  the  eagle, 
with  other  emblems,  under  the  great  and 
expressive  motto,  "EPluribus  Unum." 

The  first  division  of  parties  arose  upon 
the  manner  of  construing  the  powers  dele- 
gated, and  they  were  first  styled  "strict 
constructionists"  and  " latitudinarian  con- 
structionists." The  former  were  for  con-- 
fining  the  action  of  the  Government  strictly 


within  its  specific  and  limited  sphere,  while 
the  others  were  for  enlarging  its  pov/ers  by 
inference  and  implication.   Hamilton  and 
Jefferson,  both  members  of  the  first  cabinet, 
were  regarded  as  the  chief  leaders,  respect 
ively,  of  these  rising  antagonistic  parties 
which  have  existed,  under  different  names, 
from  that  day  to  this.  Washington  was  re- 
garded as  holding  a  neutral  position  between  ' 
them,  though,  by  mature  deliberation,  he 
vetoed  the  first  apportionment  bill,  in  \y^o, 
passed  by  the  party  headed  by  Hamilton! 
y.'hich  was  based  upon  a  principle  construcT^ 
ively  leading  to  centralization  or  consoli- 
dation.  This  was  the  first  exercise  of  the 
veto  power  under  the  present  Constitution. 
It  created  considerable  excitement  at  the 
time.   Another  bill  was  soon  passed  in  pur- 
suance  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  views,  which  has 
been  adhered  to  in  principle  in  every  ap- 
portionment  act  passed  since. 

At  the  second  session  of  the  new  Con- 
fess, j^ashingtoii  announced  the  gratify, 
ing  fact  of  "the  accession  of  North  Caro- 
lina"  to  the  Constitution  of  1787,  and  June 
I  of  the  same  year  he  announced  by  special 
message  the  like  "  accession  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,"  with  his  congratulations  on 
the  happy  event  which  "  united  under  the 
general  Government"  all  the  States  which 
were  originally  confederated. 

In  1793,  at  the  second  Presidential  elec 
tion,  Washington  was  desirous  to  retire; 
but  he  yielded  to  the  general  wish  of  the 
country,  and  was  again  chosen  President 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  every  electoral 
college.  At  the  third  election,  1796,  he  was 
again  most  urgently  entreated  to  consent  to 
remain  in  the  executive  chair.    This  he 
positively  refused.    In  September,  before 
the  election,  he  gave  to  his  countrymen  his 
memorable  Farewell  Address,  which  in  lan- 
guage, sentiment  and  patriotism  was  a  fit 
and  crowning  glory  of  his  illustrious  life. 
After  March  4,  1797,  he  again  retired  to 
Mount  Vernon  for  peace,  quiet  and  repose. 
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His  administration  for  the  two  terms  had 
been  .successful  beyond  the  expectation  and 
hopes  of  even  the  most  sanguine  of  his 
friends.  The  finances  of  the  country  were 
no  longer  in  an  embarrassed  condition,  the 
public  credit  was  fully  restored,  life  was 
given  to  every  department  of  industry,  the 
workings  of  the  new  system  in  allowing 
Congress  to  raise  revenue  from  duties  on 
imports  proved  to  be  not  only  harmonious 
in  its  federal  action,  but  astonishing  in  its 
results  upon  the  commerce  and  trade  of  all 
the  States.  The  exports  from  the  Union 
increased  from  $19,000,000  to  over  $56,000,- 
000  per  annum,  while  the  imports  increased 
in  about  the  same  proportion.  Three  new 
members  had  been  added  to  the  Union.  The 
progress  of  the  States  in  their  new  career 
under  their  new  organization  thus  far  was 
exceedingly  encouraging,  not  only  to  the 
friends  of  liberty  within  their  own  limits, 
but  to  their  sympathizing  allies  in  all  climes 
and  countries.  * 
Of  the  call  again  made  on  this  illustrious 
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chief  to  quit  his  repose  at  Mount  Vernon 
and  take  command  of  all  the  United  States 
forces,  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-General, 
when  war  was  threatened  with  France  in 
1798,  nothing  need  here  be  stated,  except  to 
note  the  fact  as  an  unmistakable  testimo- 
nial of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  still 
held  by  his  countrymen,  of  all  shades  of  po- 
litical opinion.  He  patriotically  accepted 
this  trust,  but  a  treaty  of  peace  put  a  stop 
to  all  action  under  it.  He  rigain  retired  to 
Mount  Vernpn,  where,  after  a  short  and 
severe  illness,  he  died  December  14,  1799, 
in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  The 
whole  country  was  filled  with  gloom  by  this 
sad  intelligence.  Men  of  all  parties  in  poli- 
tics and  creeds  in  religion,  in  every  State 
in  the  Union,  united  with  Congress  in  "  pay- 
ing honor  to  the  man,  first  in  war,  first  in 
peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  country- 
men." 

His  remains  were  deposited  in  a  family 
vault  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  at  Mount 
Vernon,  where  they  still  lie  entombed. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


'7 


His  administration  for  the  two  terras  had 
been, successful  beyond  the  expectation  and 
hopes  of  even  the  most  sanguine  of  his 
friends.  The  finances  of  the  country  were 
no  longer  in  an  embarrassed  condition,  the 
public  credit  was  fully  restored,  life  was 
given  to  every  department  of  industry,  the 
workings  of  the  new  system  in  allowing 
Congress  to  raise  revenue  from  duties  on 
imports  proved  to  be  not  only  harmonious 
in  its  federal  action,  but  astonishing  in  its 
results  upon  the  commerce  and  trade  of  all 
the  States.  The  exports  from  the  Union 
increased  from  $19,000,000  to  over  $56,000,- 
000  per  annum,  while  the  imports  increased 
in  about  the  same  proportion.  Three  new 
members  had  been  added  to  the  Union.  The 
progress  of  the  States  in  their  new  career 
under  their  new  organization  thus  far  was 
exceedingly  encouraging,  not  only  to  the 
friends  of  liberty  within  their  ovm  limits, 
but  to  their  sympathizing  allies  in  all  climes 
and  countries. 

Of  the  call  again  made  on  this  illustrious 


chief  to  quit  his  repose  at  Mount  Vernon 
and  take  command  of  all  the  United  States 
forces,  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-General, 
when  war  was  threatened  with  France  in 
1798,  nothing  need  here  be  stated,  except  to 
note  the  fact  as  an  unmistakable  testimo- 
nial of  the  high  regard  in  which  he  was  still 
held  by  his  countrymen,  of  all  shades  of  po- 
litical opinion.  He  patriotically  accepted 
this  trust,  but  a  treaty  of  peace  put  a  stop 
to  all  action  under  it.  He  again  retired  to 
Mount  Vernon,  where,  after  a  short  and 
severe  illness,  he  died  December  14,  1799, 
in  the  sixty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  The 
whole  country  was  filled  with  gloom  by  this 
sad  intelligence.  Men  of  all  parties  in  poli- 
tics and  creeds  in  religion,  in  every  State 
in  the  Union,  united  with  Congress  in  "  pay- 
ing honor  to  the  man,  first  in  war,  first  in 
peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  country- 
men." 

His  remains  were  deposited  in  a  family 
vault  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  at  Mount 
Vernon,  where  they  still  lie  ientombed. 


14 


rithSrOENTS    OF   THE    UNITED  STATES. 


•QHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
President  of  the  United 
States,  1797  to  1 80 1,  was 
born  in  the  present  town 
of  Quincy,  then  a  portion 
of  Braintrce,  Massacini- 
sctts,  October  30,  1735.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  mod- 
erate means,  a  worthy  and 
industrious  man.  He  was 
a  deacon  in  the  church,  and 
was  very  desirous  of  giving 
his  son  a  collegiate  educa- 
tion, hoping  that  he  would 
become  a  minister  of  the 
gospel.  But,  as  up  to  this 
time,  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  had  been  only 
a  play-boy  in  the  fields  and  forests,  he  had 
no  taste  for  books,  he  chose  farming.  On 
being  set  to  work,  however,  by  his  father 
out  in  the  field,  the  very  first  day  con- 
verted the  boy  into  a  lover  of  books. 

Accordingly,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
entered  Harvard  College,  and  graduated  in 
1755,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  highly  esteemed 
for  integrity,  energy  and  ability.  Thus, 
having  no  capital  but  his  education,  he 
started  out  into  the  stormy  world  at  a  time 
of  great  political  excitement,  as  France  and 
England  were  then  engaged  in  their  great 
seven-years  struggle  for  the  mastery  over 
the  New  World.    The  fire  of  patriotism 


seized  young  Adams,  and  for  a  time  he 
studied  over  the  question  whether  he 
should  take  to  the  law,  to  pblitics  or  "the 
army.  He  wrote  a  remarkable  letter  to  a 
friend,  making  prophecies  concerning  the 
future  greatness  of  this  country  which  have 
since  been  more  than  fulfilled.  For  two 
years  he  taught  school  and  studied  law, 
wasting  no  odd  moments,  and  at  the  early 
age  of  twenty-two  years  he  opened  a  law 
office  in  his  native  town.  His  inherited 
powers  of  mind  and  untiring  devotion  to 
his  profession  caused  him  to  rise  rapidly 
in  public  esteem. 

In  October,  1764,  Mr.  Adams  married 
Miss  Abigail  Smith,  daughter  of  a  clergy- 
man at  Weymouth  and  a  lady  of  rare  per- 
sonal and  int'ellectual  endowments,  who 
afterward  contributed  much  to  her  hus- 
band's' celebrity. 

Soon  the  oppression  of  the  British  in 
America  reached  its  climax.  The  Boston 
merchants  employed  an  attorney  by  the 
name  of  Tames  Otis  to  argue  the  legality  of 
oppressive  tax  law  before  the  Superior 
Court.  Adams  heard  the  argument,  and 
afterward  wrote  to  a  friend  concerning  the 
ability  displayed,  as  follows :  "  Otis  was  a 
flame  of  fire.  With  a  promptitude  of 
classical  allusion,  a  depth  of  research,  a 
rapid  summary  of  historical  events  and 
dates,  a  profusion  of  legal  authorities  and  a 
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proplictic  glance  into  futurity,  he  hurried 
away  all  before  him.  American  independence 
was  then  and  there  born.  Every  man  of  an 
immensely  crowded  audience  appeared  to 
me  to  go  away,  as  I  did,  ready  to  take  up 
arms." 

Soon  Mr..  Adams  wrote  an  essay  to  be 
read  before  the  literary  club  of  his  town, 
upon  the  state  of  affairs,  which  was  so  able 
as  to  attract  public  attention.  It  was  pub- 
lished in  American  journals,  republished 
in  England,  and  was  pronounced  by  the 
friends  of  the  colonists  there  as  "  one  of  the 
.  very  best  productions  ever  seen  from  North 
America." 

The  memorable  Stamp  Act  was  now 
issued,  and  Adams  entered  with  all  the 
ardor  of  his  soul  into  political  life  in  order 
to  resist  it.   He  drew  up  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions remonstrating  against  the  act,  which 
were  adopted  at  a  public  meeting  of  the 
citizens  of  Braintrec,  and  which  were  sub- 
sequently adopted,  word  for  word,  by  more 
than  forty  towns  in  the  State.  Popular 
commotion  prevented  the  landing  of  the 
Stamp  Act  papers,  and  the  English  author- 
ities then  closed  the  courts.    The  town  of 
Boston  therefore  appointed  Jeremy  Grid- 
ley,  James  Otis  and  John  Adams  to  argue  a 
petition  before  the  'tjovernor  and  council 
for  the  re-opening  of  the  courts ;  and  while 
the  two  first  mentioned  attorneys  based 
their  argument  upon  the  distress  caused  to 
the  people  by  the  measure,  Adams  boldly 
claimed  that  the  Stamp  Act  was  a  violation" 
both  of  the  English  Co.nstitution  and  the 
charter  of  the  Provinces.   It  is  said  that 
this  was  the  first  direct  denial  of  the  un- 
limited right  of  Parliament  over  the  colo- 
nies.  Soon  after  this  the  Stamp  Act  was 
repealed. 

Directly  Mr.  Adams  was  employed  to 
■  defend  Ansell  Nickerson,  who  had  killed  an 
Englishman  in  the  act  of  impressing  him 
(Nickerson)  into  the  King's  service,  and  his 
client  was  acquitted,  the  court  thus  estab- 


lishing the  principle  that  the  infamous 
royal  prerogative  of  impressment  could 
have  wo  existence  in  tlie  colonial  code. 
But  in  1770  Messrs.  Adams  and  Josiah 
Quincy  defended  a  party  of  British  soldiers 
who  had  been  arrested  for  murder  when 
they  had  been  only  obeying  Governmental 
orders ;  and  when  reproacljed  for  thus  ap- 
parently deserting  the  cause  of  popular 
liberty,  Mr.  Adams  replied  that  he  would  a 
thousandfold  rather  live  under  the  domina- 
tion of  the  worst  of  England's  kings  than 
under  that  of  a  lawless  mob.  Next,  after 
serving  a  term  as  a  member  of  the"  Colonial 
Legislature  from  Boston,  Mr.  AdamSj  find- 
ing  his  health  affected  by  too  great  labor, 
retired  to  his  native  home  at  Braintree. 

The  year  1774  soon  arrived,  with  its  fa- 
mous Boston    Tea  Party,"  the  first  open 
act  of  rebellion.    Adams  was  sent  to  the 
Congress  at  Philadelphia;  and  when  the 
Attorney-General  announced  that  Great 
Britain  had  "determined  on  her  system, 
and  that  her  power  to  execute  it  was  irre- 
sistiblc,"  Adams  replied  :    "  I  know  that 
Great  Britain  has  determined  on  her  sys- 
tem, and  that  very  determination  deter- 
mines me  on  mine.    You  know  that  I  have 
been  constant  in  my  opposition  to  her 
measures.    The  die  is  now  cast.    I  have 
passed  the  Rubicon.    Sink  or  swim,  live  or 
die,  with  my  country,  is  my  unalterable 
determination."    The  rumor  beginning  to 
prevail  at  Philadelphia  that  tlie  Congress 
had  independence  in  view,  Adams  foresaw 
that  it  was  too  soon  to  declare  it  openly. 
He  advised  every  one  to  remain  quiet  in 
that  respect;  and  as  soon  as  it  became  ap- 
parent that  he  himself  was  for  independ- 
ence, he  was  advised  to  hide  himself,  which 
he  did. 

The  next  year  the  great  Revolutionary 
war  opened  in  earnest,  and  Mrs.  Adams. 
residing  near  Boston,  kept  her  husband  ad- 
vised by  letter  of  all  the  events  transpiring 
in  her  vicinity.    The  battle  of  Bunker  Hill 
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came  on.  Congress  had  to  do  something 
immediately.  The  first  thing  was  to 
choose  a  commander-in-chief  for  the — we 
can't  say  "  army  " — the  fighting  men  of  the 
colonics.  The  New  England  delegation 
was  almost  unanimous  in  favor  of  appoint- 
ing General  Ward,  then  at  the  head  of  the 
Massachusetts  forces,  but  Mr.  Adams  urged 
the  appointment  of  George  Washington, 
then  almost  unknown  outside  ol  his  own 
State.  He  was  appointed  without  oppo- 
sition. Mr.  Adams  offered  the  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  annulling  all  the  royal 
authority  in  the  colonies.  Having  thus 
prepared  the  way,  a  few  weeks  later,  viz., 
June  7,  1776,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  a  few  months  before  had  declared 
that  the  British  Government  would  aban- 
don its  oppressive  measures,  now  offered 
the  memorable  resolution,  seconded  by 
Adams,  "  that  these  United  States  are,  and 
of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  independent." 
Jefferson,  Adams,  Franklin,  Sherman  and 
Livingston  were  then  appointed  a  commit- 
tee  to  draught  a  declaration  of  independ- 
ence. Mr.  Jefferson  desired  Mr.  Adams 
to  draw  up  the  bold  document,  but  the 
latter  persuaded  Mr.  Jefferson  to  perform 
that  responsible  task!  The  Declaration 
drawn  up,  Mr.  Adams  became  its  foremost 
defender  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  It  was 
signed  by  all  the  fifty-five  members  present, 
and  the  next  day  Mr.  Adams  wrote  to  his 
wife  how  great  a  deed  was  done,  and  how 
prpud  he  was  of  it.  Mr.  Adams  continued 
to  be  the  leading  man  of  Congress,  and 
the  leading  advocate  of  American  inde- 
pendence. Above  all  other  Americans, 
he  was  considered  by  every  one  the  prin- 
cipal shining  mark  for  British  vengeance. 
Thus  circumstanced,  he  was  appointed  to 
the  most  dangerous  task  of  crossing  the 
ocean  in  winter,  exposed  to  capture  by  the 
British,  who  knew  of  his  mission,  which 
was  to  visit  Paris  and  solicit  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  French.    Besides,  to  take  him- 


self away  from  the  country  of  which  he 
was  the  most  prominent  defender,  at  that 
critical  time,  was  an  act  of  the  greatest  self- 
sacrifice.  Sure  enough,  while  crossing  the 
sea,  he  had  two  very  narrow  escapes  from 
capture ;  and  the  transit  was  otherwise  a 
stormy  and  eventful  one.  .  During  the 
summer  of  1779  he  returned  Home,  but  was 
immediately,  dispatched  back  to  France,  to 
be  in  readiness  there  to  negotiate  terms  of 
peace  and  commerce  with  Great  Britain  as 
soon  as  the  latter  power  was  ready  for  such 
business.  But  as  Dr.  Franklin  was  more 
popular  than  heat  the  court  of  France,  Mr, 
Adams  repaired  to  Holland,  where  he  was 
far  more  successful  as  a  diplomatist. 

The  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  England  was  finally  signed  at 
Paris,  January  21,  1783;  and  the  re-action 
from  so  great  excitement  as  Mr.  Adams  had 
so  long  been  experiencing  threw  him  into 
a  dangerous  fever.  Before  he  fully  re- 
covered he  was  in  London,  whence  he  was 
dispatched  again  to  Amsterdam  to  negoti- 
ate another  loan.  Compliance  with  this 
order  undermined  his  physical  constitution 
for  life. 

In  1785  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  envoy 
to  the  court  of  St.  James,  to  meet  face  to 
face  the  very  king  who  had  regarded  him 
as  an  arch  traitor!  Accordingly  he  .re- 
paired thither,  where  he  did  actually  meet 
and  converse  with  George  III.!  After  a 
residence  there  for  about  three  years,  he 
obtained  permission  to  return  to  America. 
While  in  London  he  wrote  and  published 
an  able  work,  in  three  volumes,  entitled: 
"  A  Defense  of  the  American  Constitution." 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  proving 
inefficient,  as  Adams  had  prophesied,  a 
carefully  draughted  Constitution  was 
adopted  in  1789,  when  George  Washington 
was  elected  President  of  the  new  nation, 
and  Adams  Vice-President.  Congress  met 
for  a  time  in  New  York,  but  was  removed 
to  Philadelphia  for  ten  years,  until  suitable 
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buildings  should  be  erected  at  the  new 
capital  in  the  'District  of  Columbia.  Mr, 
Adams  then  moved  his  family  to  Phila- 
delphia. Toward  the  close  of  his  term  of 
office  the  French  Revolution  culminated, 
when  Adams  and  Washington  rather 
sympathized  with  England,  and  Jefferson 
with  France.  The  Presidential  election  of 
1796  resulted  in  giving  Mr.  Adams  the  first 
place  by  a  small  majority,  and  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son the  second  place. 

Mr.  Adams's  administration  was  consci- 
entious, patriotic  and  able.  The  period 
was  a  turbulent  one,  and  even  an  archangel 
could  not  have  reconciled  the  hostile  par- 
ties. Partisanism  with  reference  to  Eng- 
land and  France  was  bitter,  and  for  four 
years  Mr.  Adams  struggled  through  almost 
a  constant  tempest  of  assaults.  In  fact,  he 
was  not  truly  a  popular  man,  and  his  cha- 
grin at  not  receiving  a  re-election  w.as  so 
great  that  he  did  not  even  remain  at  Phila- 
delphia to  witness  the  inauguration  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  his  successor.  The  friendly 
intimacy  between  these  two  men  was 
interrupted  for  about  thirteen  years  of  their 
life.  Adams  finally  made  the  first  advances 
toward  a  restoration  of  their  mutual  friend- 
ship, which  were  gratefully  accepted  by 
Jefferson. 

Mr.  Adams  was  glad  of  his  opportunity 
to  retire  to  private  lile,  where  he  could  rest 
his  mind  and  enjoy  the  comforts  of  home. 
By  a  thousand  bitter  experiences  he  found 
the  path  of  public  duty  a  thorny  one.  For 
twenty-six  years  his  service  of  the  public 
was  as  arduous,  self-sacrificing  and  devoted 
as  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  man.  In  one  im- 
portant sense  he  was  as  much  the  "  Father 
of  his  Country "  as  was  Washington  in 
another  sense.  During  these  long  years  of 
anxiety  and  toil,  in  which  he  was  laying, 
broad  and  deep,  the  foundations  of  the 


greatest  nation  the  sun  ever  shone  upon,  he 
received  from  his  impoverished  country  a 
meager  support.  The  only  privilege  he 
carried  with  him  into  his  retirement  was 
that  of  franking  his  letters.-' 

Although  taking  no  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  both  himself  and  his  son,  John 
Quincy,  nobly  supported  the  policy  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  resisting  the  encroachments  of 
England,  who  persisted  in  searching 
American  .ships  on  the  high  seas  and 
dragging  from  them  any  sailors  that  might 
be  designated  by  any  pert  lieutenant  as 
British  subjects.  Even  for  this  noble  sup- 
port Mr.  Adams  was  maligned  by  thou- 
sands of  bitter  enemies !  On  this  occasion, 
for  the  first  time  since  his  retirement,  he 
broke  silence  and  drew  up  a  very  able 
paper,  exposing  the  atrocity  of  the  British 
pretensions. 

Mr.  Adams  outlived  nearly  all  his  family. 
Though  his  physical  frame  began  to  give 
way  many  years  before  his  death,  his  mental 
powers  retained  their  strength  and  vigor  to 
the  last.  In  his  ninetieth  year  he  was 
gladdened  by  the  popular  elevation  of  his 
son  to  the  Presidential  office,  the  highest  in 
the  gift  of  the  people.  A  few  months  more 
passed  away  and  the  4th  of  July,  1826, 
arrived.  The  people,  unaware  of  the  near 
approach  of  the  end  of  two  great  lives— 
that  of  Adams  and  Jefferson — were  making 
unusual  preparations  for  a  national  holiday. 
Mr.  Adams  lay  upon  his  couch,  listening  to 
the  ringing  of  bells,  the  waftures  of  martial 
music  and  the  roar  of  cannon,  with  silent 
emotion.  Only  four  days  before,  lie  had 
given  for  a  public  toast,  "  Independence 
forever."  About  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon he  said,  "And  Jefferson  still  survives." 
But  he  was  mistaken  by  an  hour  or  so; 
and  in  a  few  minutes  he  had  breathed  his 
last. 


[h o m  as  JEFFER- 

son,  the  third  Presi- 
dent of  the  United 
States,-  i8oi-'9,  was 
born  April  2,  1743, 
the  eldest  child  of 
iiis  parents,  Peter 
and  Jane  (Randolph)  Jef- 
ferson, near  Charlottes- 
ville, Albemarle  County, 
Virginia,  upon  the  slopes 
of  the  Blue  Ridge.  When 
he -was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  his  father  died,  leav- 
ing a  widow  and  eight 
children.  She  was  a  beau- 
tiful and  accomplished 
lady,  a  good  letter-writer,  with  a  fund  of 
hiimOr,  and  an  admirable  housekeeper.  His 
parents  belonged  to  the  Church  of  England, 
and  are  said  to  be  of  Welch  origin.  But 
little  is  known  of  them,  however. 

Thomas  was  naturally  of  a  serious  turn 
of  mind,  apt  to  learn,  and  a  favorite  at 
^hool,  his  choice  studies  being  mathemat- 
ics and  the  classics..  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  entered  William  and  Mary  College, 
in  an  advanced  class,  and  lived  in  rather  an 
expensive  style,  consequently  being  much 
caressed  by  gay  society.  That  he  was  not 
ruined,  is  proof  of  his  stamina  of  character. 
But  during  his  second  year  he  discarded 


society,  his  horses  and  even  his  favorite 
violin,  and  devoted  thenceforward  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  hard  •  study,  becoming  ex- 
traordinarily proficient  in  Latin  and  Greek 
authors. 

On  leaving  college,  before  he  was  twenty- 
one,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law,  and 
pursued  it  diligently  until  he  was'  well 
qualified  for  practice,  upon  which  he 
entered  in  1767.  By  this  time  he  was  also 
versed  in  French,  Spanish,  Italian  and  An- 
glo-Saxon, and  in  the  criticism  of  the  fine 
arts.  Being  very  polite  and  polished  in  his 
manners,  he  won  the  friendship  of  all  whom 
he  met.  Though  able  with  his  pen,  he  was 
not  fluent  in  public  speech. 

In  1769.  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  and  was  the  largest 
slave-holding  member  of  that  body.  He 
introduced  a  bill  empowering  slave-holders 
to  manumit  their  slaves,  but  it  was  rejected 
by  an  overwhelming  vote. 
,  In  1770  Mr.  Jefferson  met  with  a  great 
loss;  his  house  at  Shadwell  was  burned, 
and  his  valuable  library  of  2,000  volumes 
was  consumed.  But  he  was  wealtKy 
enough  to  replace  the  most  of  it,  as  from 
his  5,000  acres  tilled  by  slaves  and  his 
practice  at  the  bar  his  income  amounted  to 
about  $S,ooo  a  year. 

In  1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton^ 
a  beautiful,   wealthy  and  accomplished 
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young  widow,  who  owned  40,000  acres  of 

■  land  and  130  slaves;  yet  he  labored  assidu- 
ously for  the  abolition  of  slavery.   For  his 

■  new  home  he  selected  a  majestic  rise  of 
land  upon  his  large  estate  at  Shadwell, 
called  Monticello,  whereon  he  erected  a 
mansion  of  modest  yet  elegant  architecture. 
Here  he  lived  in  luxury,  indulging  his  taste 
in  magnificent,  high-blooded  horses. 

At  this  period  the  British  Government 
gradually  became  more  insolent  and  op- 
pressive toward  the  American  colonies, 
and  Mr.  Jefferson  was  ever  one  of  the  most 
foremost  to  resist  its  encroachments.  From 
time  to  time  he  drew  up  resolutions  of  re- 
monstrance, which  werd  finally  adopted, 
thus  proving  his  ability  as  a  statesman  and 
as  a  leader.  By  the  year  1774  he  became 
quite  busy,  both  with  voice  and  pen,  in  de- 
fending the  right  of  the  colonies  to  defend 
themselves.  His  pamphlet  entitled:  "A 
Summary  View  of  the  Rights  of  British 
America,"  attracted  much  attention  in  Eng- 
land. The  following  year  he,  in  company 
with  George  VVashington^  served  as  an  ex- 
ecutive committee  in  measures  to  defend 
by  arms  the  State  of  Virginia.  As  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Congress,  he  was  not  a  speech- 
maker,  yet  in  conversation  and  upxDn 
committees  he  was  so  frank  and  decisive 
that  he  always  made  a  favorable  impression. 
But  as  late  as  the  autumn  of  1775  he  re- 
mained in  hopes  of  reconciliation  with  the 
parent  country. 

At  length,  however,  the  hour  arrived  for- 
draughting  the  "Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence," and  this  responsible  task  was  de- 
volved upon  Jefferson.  Franklin,  and 
Adams  suggested  a  few  verbal  corrections 
before  it  was  submitted  to  Congress,  which 
was  June  28,  1776,  only  six  days  before  it 
was  adopted.  During  the  three  days  of 
the  fiery  ordeal  of  criticism  through  which 
it  passed  in  Congress,  Mr.  Jefferson  opened 
not  his  lips.  John  Adams  was  the  main 
champion  of  the  Declaration  on  the  floor 


of  Congress.  The  signing  of  this  document 
was  one  of  the  most  solemn  and  momentous 
occasions  ever  attended  to  by  man.  Prayer 
and  silence  reigned  throughout  the  hall, 
and  each  signer  realized  that  if  American 
independence  was  not  finally  sustained  by 
arms  he  was  doomed  to  the  scaffold. 

After  the  colonies  became  independent 
States,  Jefferson  resigned  for  a  time  his  seat 
in  Congress  in  order  to  aid  in  organizing 
the  government  of  Virginia,  of  which  State 
he  was  chosen  Governor  in  1779,  when  he 
was  thirty-six  years  of  age.  At  this  time 
the  British  had  possession  of  Georgia  and 
were  invading  South  Carolina,  and  at  one 
time  a  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a 
secret  expedition  to  Monticello  to  capture 
the  Governor.  Five  minutes  after  Mr. 
Jefferson  escaped  with  his  family,  his  man- 
sion was  in  possession  of  the  enemy  !  The 
British  troops  also  destroyed  his  valuable 
plantation  on  the  James  River.  "  Had  they 
carried  off  the  slaves,"  said  Jefferson,  with 
chajjaciijristic  magnanimity,  "to  give  them 
frepdom.  they  would  have  done  right." 

Ipie  yer^r  1781  was  a  gloomy  one  for  the 
Viiiginia  Governor.  While  confined  to  his 
sec|,uded  home  in  the  forest  by  a  sick  and 
dying  wife,  a  part}'  arose  against  him 
throughout  the  State,  severely  criticising 
his  course  as  Governor.  Being  very  sensi- 
tive to  reproach,  this  touched  him  to  the 
quick,  and  the  heap  of  troubles  then  sur- 
rounding him  nearly  crushed  him.  He  re- 
solved, in  despair,  to  retire  from  public  life 
for  the  rest  of  his  days.  For  weeks  Mr. 
Jefferson  sat  lovingly,  but  with  a  crushed 
heart,  at  the  bedside  of  his  sick  wife,  during 
which  time  unfeeling  letters  were  sent  to 
him,  accusing  him  of  weakness  and  unfaith- 
fulness to  duty.  All  this,  after  he  had  lost 
so  much  property  and  at  the  same  tune 
done  so  much  for  his  country!  After  her 
death  he  actually  fainted  away,  and  re- 
mained so  long  insensible  that  it  was  feared 
he  never  would  recover!   Several  weeks 
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passed  before  he  could  fully  recover  his 
equilibrium.  He  was  never  married  a 
second  time. 

In  the  spring  of  1782  the  people  of  Eng- 
land compelled  their  king  to  make  to  the 
Americans  overtures  of  peace,  and  in  No- 
vember following,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  reap- 
pointed by  Congress,  unanimously  and 
without  a  single  adverse  remark,  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty. 

In  March,  1784,  xMr.  Jefferson  was  ap- 
pointed on  a  committee  to  draught  a  plan 
for  the  government  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory.  His  slavery-prohibition  clause 
in  that  plan  was  stricken  out  by  the  pro- 
slavery  majority  of  the  committee;  but  amid 
all  the  controversies  and  wrangles  of  poli- 
ticians, he  made  it  a  rule  never  to  contra- 
dict anybody  or  engage  in  any  discussion 
as  a  debater. 

In  company  with  Mr.  Adams  and  Dr. 
Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferson  was  appointed  in 
May,  1784,  to  act  as  minister  plenipotentiary 
in  the  negotiation  of  treaties  of  commerce 
with  foreign  nations.  Accordingly,  he  went 
to  Paris  and  satisfactorily  accomplished  his 
mission.  The  suavity  and  high  bearing  of 
his  manner  made  all  the  French  his  friends; 
and  even  Mrs.  Adams  at  one  time  wrote 
to  her  sister  that  he  was  "  the  chosen 
of  the  earth."  But  all  the  honors  that 
he  received,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
seemed  to  make  no  change  in  the  simplicity 
of  his  republican  tastes.  On  his  return  to 
America,  he  found  two  parties  respecting 
the  foreign  commercial  policy,  Mr.  Adams 
sympathizing  with  that  in  favor  of  England 
and  himself  favoring  France. 

On  the  inauguration  of  General  Wash- 
ington  as  President,  Mr.  Jefferson  was 
chosen  by  him  for  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State.  At  this  time  the  rising  storm  of  the 
French  Revolution  became  visible,  and 
Washington  watched  it  with  great  anxiety. 
Hi*  cabinet  was  divided  in  their  views  of 
constitutional  government  as  well  as  re- 


garding the  issues  in  France.  General 
Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was 
the  leader  of  the  so-called  Federal  party, 
while  Mr.  Jefferson  was  the  leader  of  the 
Republican  party.  At  the  same  time  there 
was  a  strong  monarchical  party  in  this 
country,  with,  which  Mr.  Adams  sympa- 
thized. Some  important  financial  measures, 
which  were  proposed  by  Hamilton  and 
finally  adopted  by  the  cabinet  and  approved 
by  Washington,  w^jre  opposed  by  Mr.  ' 
Jefferson ;  and  his  enemies  then  began  to 
reproach  him  with  holding  office  under  an 
administration  whose  views  he  opposed. 
The  President  poured  oil  on  the  troubled 
waters.  On  his  re-election  to  the  Presi- 
dency he  desired  Mr.  Jefferson  to  remain 
in  the  cabinet,  but  the  latter  sent  in  his 
resignation  at  two  different  times,  probably, 
because  he  was  dissatisfied  with  some  of 
the  measures  of  the  Government.  Hi^ 
final  one  was  not  received  until  January  i, 
1794,  when  General  Washington  parted 
from  him  with  great  regret. 

Jefferson  then  retired  to  his  quiet  home 
at  Monticello,  to  enjoy  a  good  rest,  not  even 
reading  the  newspapers  lest  the  political 
gossip  should  disquiet  him.  On  the  Presi- 
dent's again  calling  him  back  to  the  office 
of  Secretary  of  State,  he  replied  that  no 
circumstances  would  ever  again  tempt  him 
to  engage  in  anything  public !  But,  while 
all  Europe  was  ablaze  with  war,  and  France 
in  the  throes  of  a  bloody  revolution  and  the 
principal  theater  of  the  conflict,  a  new 
Presidential  election  in  this  country  came 
on.  John  Adams,  was  the  Federal  candi- 
date and  Mr.  lefierson  became  the  Republi- 
can candidate.  The  result  of  the  election 
was  the  promotion  of  the  latter  to  the  Vice- 
Presidency,  while  the  former  was  chosen 
President.  In  this  contest  Mr.  Jefferson 
really  did  not  desire  to  have  either  office, 
he  was  "so  weary"  of  party  strife.  He 
loved  the  retirement  of  home  more  than 
any  other  place  on  the  earth. 
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But  for  four  long  years  his  Vice-Presi- 
dency passed  joylessly "  away,  while  the 
partisan  strife  between  Federalist  and  Re- 
publican was  ever  growing  hotter.  The 
former  party  split  and  the  result  of  the 
fourth  general  election  was  the  elevation  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  Presidency !  with 
Aaron  Burr  as  Vice-President.  These  men 
being  at  the  head  of  a  growing  party,  their 
election  was  hailed  everywhere  with  joy. 
On  the  other  hand,  many  of  the  Federalists 
turned  pale,  as  they  believed  what  a  portion 
of  the  pulpit  and  the  press  had  been  preach- 
ing— that  Jefferson  was  a  "  scoffing  atheist," 
a  "Jacobin,"  the  "  incarnation  of  all  evil," 
"  breathing  threatening  and  slaughter ! " 

Mr.  Jefferson's  inaugural  address  con- 
tained nothing  but  the  noblest  sentiments, 
expressed  in  fine  language,  and  his  personal 
behavior  afterward  exhibited  the  extreme 
of  American,  democratic  simplicity.  His 
disgust  of  European  court  etiquette  grew 
upon  him  with  age.  He  believed  that 
General  Washington  was  somewhat  dis- 
trustful of  the  ultimate  success  of  a  popular 
Government,  and  that,  imbued  with  a  little 
admiration  of  the  forms  of  a  monarchical 
Government,  he  had  instituted  levees,  birth- 
days, pompous  meetings  with  Congress, 
etc.  Jefferson  was  always  polite,  even  to 
slaves  everywhere  he  met  them,  and  carried 
in  his  countenance  the  indications  of  an  ac- 
commodating disposition. 

The  political  principles  of  the  Jeffersoni- 
an  party  now  swept  the  country,  and  Mr. 
Jefferson  himself  swayed  an  influence  which 
was  never  exceeded  even  by  Washington. 
Under  his  administration,  in-i8o3,  the  Lou- 
isiana purchase  was  made,  for  $15,000,000, 
the  "  Louisiana  Territory  "  purchased  com- 
prising all  the  land  west  of  the  Mississippi 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  year  1804  witnessed  another  severe 
loss  in  his  family.  His  highly  accomplished 
and  most  beloved  daughter  Maria  sickened 
and  died,  causing  as  great  grief  in  tiie 


stricken  parent  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to 
survive  with  any  degree  of  sanity. 

The  same  3'ear  he  was  re-elected  to  the' 
Presidency,  with  George  Clinton  as  Vice- 
President.  During  his  second"  term  our 
relations  with  England  became  more  com- 
plicated, and  on  June  22,  1807,  near  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  the  United  States  frigate 
Chesapeake  was  fired  upon  by  the  Brit- 
ish man-of-war  Leopard,  and  was  made 
to  surrender.  Three  men  were  killed  and 
ten  wounded.  Jefferson  demanded  repara- 
tion. England  grew  insolent.  It  became 
evident  that  war  was  determined  upon  by 
the  latter  power.  More  than  1,200  Ameri- 
cans were  forced  into  the  British  service 
upon  the  high  seas.  Before  any  satisfactory 
solution  was  reached,  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Presidential  term  closed.  Amiii  all  these 
public  excitements  he  thought  constantly 
of  the  welfare  of  his  family,  and  longed 
for  the  time  when  he  could  return  home 
to  remain.  There,  at  Monticello,  his  sub- 
sequent life  was  very  similar  to  that  of 
Washington'  at  Mt.  Vernon.  His  iiospi- 
tality  toward  his  numerous  friends,  indul- 
gence of  his  slaves,  and  misfortunes  to  his 
property,  etc.,  finally  involved  him  in  debt. 
For  years  his  home  resembled  a  fashion- 
able watering-place.  During  the  summer, 
thirty-seven  house  servants  were  required! 
It  was  presided  over  by  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Randolph. 

Mr.  Jefferson  did  much  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  University  at  Charlottesville, 
making  it  unsectarian,  in  keeping  with  the 
spirit  of  American  institutions,  but  poverty 
and  the  feebleness  of  old  age  prevented 
him  from  doing  what  he  would.  He  even 
went  so  far  as  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  permission  to  dispose  of  some  of  his 
possessions  by  lottery,  in  order  to  raise  the 
necessary  funds  for  home  expenses.  It  was 
granted ;  but  before  the  plan  was  carried 
out,  Mr.  Jefferson  died,  July  4,  1826,  at 
12:50  P.  M. 
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AMES  MADISON,  the 
fourth  President  of  the 
United  States,  iSop-'i;, 
was  born  at  •  Port  Con- 
wa}-.  Prince  George 
Count}',  Virginia,  Marcii 
i6,  1751.  His  father, 
Colonel  James  Madison,  was 
a  wealth}'  planter,  residing 
upon  a  very  fine  estate 
called  "  Montpelier,"  only 
twenty-five  miles  from  the 
home  of  Thomas  Jefferson 
at  Monlicello.  The  closest 
personal  and  political  at- 
tachment existed  between 
these  illustrious  men  from  their  early  youth 
until  death. 

James  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  all 
of  whom  attained  maturity.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  conducted  mostly  at  home, 
under  a  private  tutor.  Being  naturally  in- 
tellectual in  his  t:;3tes,  he  consecrated  him- 
self with  unusual  vigor  to  study .  At  a  very 
earl}'  age  he  made  considerable  proficiency 
in  the  Greek,  Latin,  French  and  Spanish 
languages.  In  1769  he  entered  Princeton 
College,  New  Jersey,  of  which  the  illus- 
trious Dr.  Wcatherspoon  was  then  Presi- 
dent.   He  graduated  in  "1771V  with  a  char- 


acter of  the  utmost  purity,  and  a  mind 
highly  disciplined  and  stored  with  all  the 
learning  which  embellished  and  gave  effi- 
ciency to  his  subsequent  career.  After 
graduating  he  pursued  a  course  of  reading 
for  several  months,  under  the  guidance  of 
President  Wcatherspoon,  and  in  1772  re- 
turned to  Virginia,  where  he  continued  in 
incessant  study  for  two  years,  nominally 
directed  to  the  law,  but  really  including 
extended  researches  in  theology,  philoso- 
phy and  general  literature. 

The  Church  of  England  was  the  estab- 
lished church  in  Virginia,  invested  with  all 
the  prerogatives  and  immunities  which  it 
enjoyed  in  the  fatherland,  and  other  de- 
nominations labored  under  serious  disabili- 
ties, the  enforcement  of  which  was  rightly 
or  wrongly  characterized  by  them  as  per- 
secution. Madison  took  a  prominent  stand 
in  behalf  of  the  removal  of  all  disabilities, 
repeatedly  appeared  in  the  court  of  his  own 
county  to  defend  the  Baptist  nonconform- 
ists, and  was  elected  from  Orange  County  to 
the  Virginia  Convention  in  the  spring  of 
1766,  when  he  signalized  the  beginning  of 
his  public  career  by  procuring  the  passage 
of  an  amendment  to  the  Declaration  of 
Rights  as  prepared  by  George  Mason,  sub- 
stituting  for  "  toleration"  a  more  emphaKc 
assertion  of  religious  liberty. 


yAMES  MADISON. 


29 


In  1776  he  was  elected -a  member  of  the 
Virginia  Convention  to  frame  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State.  Like  Jefferson,  he  took 
but  little  part  in  the  public  debates.  His 
main  strength  lay  in  his  conversational  in- 
fluence and  in  his  pen.  In  November,  1777, 
he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
State,  and  in  March,  1780,  took  his  seat  in 
the  Continental  Congress,  where  he  first 
gained  prominence  through  his  energetic 
opposition  to  the  issue  of  paper  money  by 
the  States.  He  continued  in  Congress  three 
vears,  one  of  its  most  active  and  influential 
members, 

In  1784  Mr.  Madison  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Virginia  Legislature.  He  ren- 
dered important  service  by  promoting  and 
participating  in  that  revision  of  tlie  statutes 
which  effectually  abolished  the  remnants  of 
the  feudal  system  subsistent  up  to  that 
time  in  the  form  of  entails,  primogeniture, 
and  State  support  given  the  Anglican 
Church ;  and  his  "  Memorial  and  Remon- 
strance" against  a  general  assessment  for 
the  support  of  religion  is  one  of  the  ablest 
papers  which  emanated  from  his  pen.  It 
settled  the  question  of  the  entire  separation 
of  church  and  State  in  Virginia. 

Mr.  Jefferson  says  of  him,  in  allusion  to 
the  study  and  experience  through  which  he 
had  already  passed : 

"  Trained  in  these  successive  schools,  he 
acquired  a  habit  of  self-possession  which 
placed  at  ready  command  the  rich  resources 
of  his  luminous  and  discriminating  mind  and 
of  his  extensive  information,  and  rendered 
him  the  first  of  every  assembly  of  which  he 
afterward  became  a  member.  Never  wan- 
dering from  his  subject  into  vain  declama- 
tion, but  pursuing  it  closely  in  language 
pure,  classical  and  copious,  soothing  al- 
ways the  feelings  of  his  adversaries  by  civili- 
ties and'softness  of  expression,  he  rose  to  the 
cmi-.cnt  station  which  he  held  in  the  great 
N?.:ional  Convention  of  1787 ;  and  in  that  of 
Virginia,  which  followed,  he  sustained  the 


new  Constitution  in  all  its  parts,  bearing  off 
the  palm  against  the  logic  of  George  Mason 
and  the  fervid  declamation  of  Patrick 
Henry.  With  these  consummate  powers 
were  united  a  pure  and  spotless"  virtue 
which  no  calumny  has  ever  attempted  to 
sully.-  Of  the  power  and  polish  of  his  pen, 
and  of  the  wisdom  of  his  administration  in 
the  highest  office  of  the  nation,  I  need  say 
nothing.  They  have  spoken,  and  will  for- 
ever speak,  for  themselves." 

In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison  took  the 
initiative  in  proposing  a  meeting  of  State 
Commissioners  to  devise  measures  for  more 
satisfactory  commercial  relations  between 
the  States.  A  meeting  was  held  at  An- 
napolis to  discuss  this  subject,  and  but  five 
States  were  represented.  The  convention 
issued  another  call,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Madi- 
son, urging  all  the  States  to  send  their  dele- 
gates to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to 
draught  a  Constitution  for  the  United 
States.  The  delegates  met  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, every  State  except  Rhode  Island 
being  represented.  George  Washington 
was  chosen  president  of  the  convention, 
and  the  present  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  then  and  there  formed.  There 
was  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  active  in 
framing  this  immortal  document  than  the 
mind  and  pen  of  James  Madison.  He  was, 
perhaps,  its  ablest  advocate  in  the  pages  of 
the  Federalist. 

Mr.  Madison  was  a  member  of  the  first 
foul-  Congresses,  i78c)-'97,  in  which  he  main- 
tained a  moderate  opposition  to  Hamilton's 
financial  policy.  He  declined  the  mission 
to  France  and  tlie  Secretaryship  of  State, 
and,  gradually  identifying  himself  with  the 
Republican  party,  became  from  1792  its 
avowed  leader.  In  1796  lie  was  its  choice 
for  the  Presidency  as  successor  to  Wash- 
ington. Mr.  Jefferson  wrote:  "There  is 
not  another  person  in  the  United  States 
with  whom,  being  placed  at  the  helm  of  our 
affairs,  my  mind  would  be  so  completely  at 
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rest  for  tlie  fortune  of  our  political  baric." 
But  Mr.  Mad  isoiT  declined  to  Ijc  a  candi- 
date. Mis  term  in  Congress  iiad  expired, 
and  lie  returned  from  New  Yoric  to  his 
beautiful  retreat  at  Montpclier. 

In  1/94  Mr.  Madison  married  a  young 
widow  of  remarkable  powers  of  fascination 
— Mi  s.  Todd.  Her  maiden  name  was  Doro- 
thy  Paine.  She  was  born  in  1767,  in  Vir- 
ginia, of  Quaker  parents,  and  had  been 
educated  in  the  strictest  rules  of  that  sect. 
When  but  eighteen  years  of  age  she  married 
a  young  lawyer  and  moved  to  Philadelphia, 
where  she  was  introduced  to  brilliant  scenes 
of  fashionable  life.  She  speedily  laid  aside 
the  dress  and  iddress  of  the  Quakeress,  and 
became  one  of  the  most  fascinating  ladies 
of  the  republican  court.  In  New  York, 
after  the  death  of  her  husband,  she  was  the 
belle  of  the  season  and  was  surrounded  with 
admirers.  Mr.  Madison  won  the  prize. 
She  proved  an  invaluable  helpmate.  In 
Washington  she  was  the  life  of  society. 
If  there  was  any  diffident,  timid  young 
girl  just'  making  iicr  'appearance,  she 
found  in  Mrs.  Madison  an  encouraging 
friend. 

During  the  stormy  administration  of  John 
Adanis  Madison  remained  in  private  life, 
but  was  the  author  of  the  celebrated  "  Reso- 
lutions of  1798,"  adopted  by  the  Virginia 
Legislature,  in  condemnation  of  the  Alien 
and  Sedition  laws,  as  well  as  of  the  "  report" 
in  which  he  defended  those  resolutions, 
which  is,  by  many,  considered  his  ablest 
State  paper. 

The  storm  passed  away  ;  the  Alien  and 
Sedition  laws  were  repealed,  John  Adams 
lost  his  re-election,  and  in  1801  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson  was  chosen  President.  The  greaTre^ 
action  in  public  sentiment  which  seated 
Jefferson  in  the  presidential  chair  was  large- 
ly  owing  to  the  writings  of  Madison,  who 
was  consequently  well  entitled  to  the  post 
of  Secretary  of  State.  With  great  ability 
he  discharged  the  duties  of  this  responsible 


office  during  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's administration. 

As  Mr.  Jefferson  was  a  widower,  and- 
neither  of  his  daughters  could  be  often  with 
him,  Mrs.  Madison  usually  presided  over 
the  festivities  of  the  White  House ;  and  as 
her  husband  succeeded  Mr.  Jefferson,  hold- 
ing his  office  for  two  terms,  this  remarkable 
woman  was  the  mistress  of  the  presidential 
mansion  for  sixteen  years. 

Mr.  Madison  being  entirely  engrossed  by 
the  cares  of  his  office,  all  the  duties  of  so- 
cial life  devolved  upon  his  accomplished 
wife.  Never  were  such  responsibilities 
more  ably  discharged.  The  most  bitter 
foes  of  her  husband  and  of  the  administra- 
tion were  received  with  the  frankly  prof- 
fered hand  and  the  cordial  smile  of  wel- 
come; and  the  influence  of  this  gentle 
woman  in  allaying  the  bitterness  of  party 
rancor  became  a  great  and  salutary  power 
in  the  nation. . 

As  the  term  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Presidency 
drew  near  its  close,  party  strife  was  roused 
to  the  utmost  to  elect  his  successor.  It  was 
a  death-grapple  between  the  two  great 
parties,  the  Federal  and  Republican.  Mr. 
Madison  was  chosen  President  by  an  elec- 
toral vote  of  122  to  S3,  and  was  inaugurated 
March  4,  1809,  at  a  critical  period,  when 
the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  Great 
Britain  were  becoming  embittered,  and  his 
first  term  was  passed  in  diplomatic  quarrels, 
aggravated  by  the  act  of  non-intercourse  of 
May,  i8io,  and  finally  resulting  in  a  decla- 
ration of  war. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  181 2,  President 
Madison  gave  his  approval  to  an  act  of 
Congress  declaring  war  against  Great  Brit- 
ain. Notwithstanding  the  bitter  hostility 
of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  in  the  autumn 
Madison  was  re-elected  to  the  Presidency 
by  128  electoral  votes  to  89  in  favor  of 
George  Clinton. 

March  4,  1S17,  Madison  yielded  the  Presi- 
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dency  to  his  Secretary  of  State  and  inti- 
mate friend,  James  Monroe,  and  retired  to 
his  ancestral  estate  at  Moritpelier,  where  he 
passed  the  evening  of  his  days  surrounded 
by  attached  friends  and  enjoying  the 
merited  respect  of  the  whole  nation.  He 
took  pleasure  in  promoting  agriculture,  as 
president  of  the  county  society,  and  in 
watching  the  development  of  the  University 
of  Virginia,  of  which  he  was  long  rector  and 
visitor.  In  extreme  old  age  he  sat  in  1829 
as  a  member  of  the  convention  called  to  re- 
form the  Virginia  Constitution,  where  his 
appearance  was  hailed  with  the  most  gen- 
uine interest  and  satisfaction,  though  he 
was  too  infirm  io  participate  in  the  active 
work  of  revision.  Small  in  stature,  slender 
and  delicate  in  form,  with  a  countenance 
full  of  intelligence,  and  expressive  alike  of 
mildness  and  dignity^  he  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  all  who  attended  the  convention, 
and  was  treated  with  the  utmost  deference. 
He  seldom  addressed  the  assembly,  though 
he  always  appeared  self-possessed,  and 
watched  with  unflagging  interest  the  prog- 
ress of  every  measure.  Though  the  con- 
vention sat  sixteen  weeks,  he  spoke  only 
twice;  but  when  he  did  speak,  the  whole 
house  paused  to  listen.  His  voice  was 
feeble  though  his  enunciation  was  very  dis- 
tinct. One  of  the  reporters,  Mr.  Stansbury. 
relates  the  following  anecdote  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son's last  speech: 

"  The  next  day,  as  there  was  a  great  call 
for  it,  and  the  report  had  not  been  returned 
for  publication,  I  sent  my  son  with  a  re- 
spectful note,  requesting  the  manuscript. 
My  son  was  a  lad  of  sixteen,  whom  I  had 
taken  with  me  to  act  as  amanuensis.  On 
delivering  my  note,  he  was  received  with 
the  utmost  politeness,  and  requested  to 
come  up  into  Mr.  Madison's  room  and  wait 
while  his  eye  ran  over  the  paper,  as  com- 
pany had  prevented  his  attending  to  it.  He 
did  so,  and  Mr.  Madison  sat  down  to  correct 

the  report.    The  lad  stood  near  him  so  that 
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his  eye  fell  on  the  paper.  Coming  to  a  . 
certain  sentence  in  tha  speech,  Mr.  Madison 
erased  a  word  and  substituted  another  ;  but 
hesitated,  and  not  feeling  satisfied  with  the 
second  word,  drew  his  pen  through  it  also. 
My  son  was  young,  ignorant  of  the  world, 
and  unconscious  of  the  solecism  of  which  he 
was  about  to  be  guilty,  when,  in  all  simplic- 
ity, he  suggested  a  woM.  Probably  no 
other  person  then  living  would  liave  taken 
such  a  liberty.  But  the  sage,  instead  of 
regarding  such  an  intrusion  with  a -frown, 
raised  his  eyes  to  the  boy's  face  with  a 
pleased  surprise,  and  said,  '  Thank  you,  sir ; 
it  is  the  very  word,'  and  immediately  in- 
serted it.  I  saw  him  the  next  day,  and  he 
mentioned  the  circumstance,  with  a  compli- 
ment on  the  young  critic." 

Mr.  Madison  died  at  Montpelier,  June  28, 
1836,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five. 
While  not  possessing  the  highest  order  of 
talent,  and  deficient  in  oratorical  powers, 
he  was  pre-eminently  a  statesman,  of  a  well- 
balanced  mind.  His  attainments  were  solid, 
his  knowledge  copious,  his  judgment  gener- 
ally sound,  his  powers  of  analysis  and  logi- 
cal statement  rarely  surpassed,  his  language 
and  literary  style  correct  and  polished,  his 
conversation  witty,  his  temperament  san- 
guine and  trustful,  his  integrity  unques- 
tioned, his  manners  simple,  courteous  and 
winning.  By  these  rare  qualities  he  con- 
ciliated the  esteem  not  only  of  friendsi  but 
of  political  opponents,  in  a  greater  degree 
than  any  American  statesman  in  the  present 
century. 

Mrs.  Madison  survived  her  husband  thir- 
teen years,  and  died  July  12,  1849,  ^'le 
eighty-second  year  of  her  age.  She  was  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  women  our  coun- 
try has  produced.  Even  now  she  is  ad- 
miringly remembered  in  Washington  as 
"  Dolly  Madison,"  and  it  is  fitting  that  her 
memory  should  descend  to  posterity  in 
company  with  thatof  the  companion  of 
her  life. 
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'aMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
President  of  the  United 
States,  1817-25,  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  County 
Virginia,  April  28,  1758] 
He  was  a  son  of  Spence 
Monroe,  and  a  descendant 
of  a  Scottish  cavalier  fam- 
ily. Like  all  his  predeces- 
sors thus  far  in  the  Presi- 
dential chair,  he  enjoyed  all 
the  advantages  of  educa- 
tion which  the  country 
could  then  afford.  He  was 
early  sent  to  a  fine  classical 
school,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen entered  William  and  Mary  College.. 
In  1776,  when  he  had  been  in  college  but 
two  years,  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  adopted,  and  our  feeble  militia,  with- 
out arms,  amunition  or  clothing,  were  strug- 
gling against  the  trained  armies  of  England. 
James  Monroe  left  college,  hastened  to 
General  Washington's  headquarters  at  New 
York  and  enrolled  himself  as  a  cadet  in  the 
army. 

At  Trenton  Lieutenant  Monroe  so  dis- 
tinguished himself,  receiving  a  wound  in  his 
shoulder,  that  he  was  promoted  to  a  Cap- 
tair:i^"^Upon  recovering  from  his  wound, 
je  was  invited  to  act  as  aide  to  Lord  Ster- 
ling, and  in  that  capacity  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  battles  of  Brandywine,  Ger- 
mantown  and  Monmouth.  At  Germantown 


he  stood  by  the  side  of  Lafayette  when  the 
French  Marquis  received  his  wound.  Gen- 
eral Washington,  who  had  formed  a  high 
idea  of  young  Monroe's  ability,  sent  him  to 
"Virginia  to  raise  a  new  regiment,  of  which 
he  was  to  be  Colonel;  but  so  exhausted  was 
Virginia'  at  that  time  that  the  effort  proved 
unsuccessful.  He,  however,  received  his 
commission. 

Finding  no  opportunity  to  enter  the  army 
as  a  commissioned  officer,  he  returned  to  his 
original  plan  of  studying  law,  and  entered 
the  office  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  who  was 
then  Governor  of  Virginia.  He  developed 
a  very  noble  character,  frank,  manly  and 
sincere.    Mr.  Jefferson  said  of  him: 

"James  Monroe  is  so  perfectly  honest- 
that  if  his  soul  were  turned  inside  out  there 
would  not  be  found  a  spot  on  it." 

In  1782  he  was  elected  to  the  Assembly 
of  Virginia,  and  was  also  appointed  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Council.  The  next 
year  he  was  chosen  delegate  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  for  a  term  of  three  years. 
He  was  present  at  Annapolis  when  Wash- 
ington surrendered  his  commission  of  Com- 
mander-in-chief. 

With  Washington,  Jefferson  and  Madison 
he  felt  deeply  the  inefficiency  of  the  old 
Articles  of  Confederation,  and  urged  the 
formation  of  a  new  Constitution,  which 
should  invest  the  Central  Government  with 
something  like  national  power.  Influenced 
by  these  views,  he  introduced  a  resolution 
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that  Congress  should  be  empowered  to 
regulate  trade,  and  to  lay  an  impost  duty 
of  five  per  cent.  The  resolution  was  refer- 
red to  a  committee  of  which  he  was  chair- 
man. The  report  and  the  discussion  whicli 
rose  upon  it  led  to  the  convention  of  five 
States  at  Annapolis,  aind  the  consequent 
general  convention  at  Philadelphia,  which, 
in  1787,  drafted  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

At  this  time  there  was  a  controversy.be- 
tween  New  York  and  Massachusetts  in 
reference  to  their  boundaries.  The  high 
esteem  in  which  Colonel  Monroe  was  held 
is  indicated  by  the  fact  tliat  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  judges  to  decide  the 
controvers}'.  While  in  New' York  attend- 
ing Congress,  he  married  Miss  Kortright, 
a  young  lady  distinguished  alike  for  her 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  For  nearly 
fifty  years  this  happy  union  remained  un- 
broken. In  London  and  in  Paris,  as  in  her 
own  country,  Mrs.  Monroe  won  admiration 
and  affection  by  the  loveliness  of  her  per- 
son, the  brilliancy  of  her  intellect,  and  the 
amiability  of  her  character. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  Colonel  Monroe 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  at  Freder- 
icksburg. He  was  very  soon-  elected  to  a 
seat  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  the  next 
year  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Vir- 
ginia convention  which  was  assembled  to 
decide  upon  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of 
the  Constitution  which  ha.d  been  drawn  up 
at  Philadelphia,  and  was  now  submitted 
to  the  several  States.  Deeply  as  he  felt 
the  imperfections  of  the  old  Confederacy, 
he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
thinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republi- 
can party,  that  it  gave  too  much  power  to 
the  Central  Government,  and  not  enough 
to  the  individual  States. 

In  1789  he  became  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  which  office  he  held 
acceptably  to  his  constituents,  and  with 
Ifonor  to  himself  for  four  years. 


Having  opposed  the  Constitution  as  not 
leaving  enough  po  wer  with  the  States,  he, 
of  course,  became  more  and  more  identi- 
fied with  the  Republican  party.  Thus  he 
found  himself  in  cordial  co-operation  with 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  Tlic  great  Repub- 
lican party  became  the  dominant  power 
which  ruled  the  land. 

George  Washington  was  then  President. 
England  had  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Bourbons  against  the  principles  of  the 
French  Revolution.  President  Wasliing- 
tori  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween  these  contending  powers.  France 
had  helped  us  in  the  struggle  for  our  lib- 
erties. All  the  despotisms  of  Europe  were 
now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  tyranny  a  thousandfold 
worse  than  that  wiiich  we  had  endured. 
Colonel  Monroe,  more  magnanimous  than 
prudent,  was  anxious  that  wc  should  help 
our  old  allies  in  tlicir  extremity.  lie  vio- 
lently opposed  the  President's  procla- 
mation as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such 
a  character,  developed  his  calm,  serene, 
almost  divine  greatness  by  appointing  that 
very  James  Monroe,  who  was  denouncing 
the  polic)'  of  the  Government,  as  the  Minis- 
ter of  that  Government  to  the  republic  of 
France.  He  was  directed  by  Washington 
to  express  to  the  French  people  our  warm- 
est sympathy,  communicating  to  them  cor- 
responding resolves  approved  by  the  Pres- 
ident, and  adopted  by  both  houses  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  welcomed  by  tiic  Na- 
tional Convention  in  France  with  the  most 
enthusiastic  demonstrations  of  respect  and 
affection.  He  was  publicly  introduced  to 
that  body,  and  received  the  embrace  of  the 
President,  Merlin  dc  Douay,  after  having 
been  addressed  in  a  speech  glowing  witii 
congratulations,  and  with  expressions  of 
desire  that  harmony  might  ever  exist  be- 
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twccii  the  two  nations.  The  flags  of  the 
two  republics  were  intertwined  in  the  hal 
of  the  convention.  Mr.  Monroe  presented 
the  American  colors,  and  received  those  of 
France  in  return.  The  course  which  he 
pursued  in  Paris  was  so  annoying  to  Eng- 
land and  to  the  friends  of  England  in 
this  country'  that,  near  the  close  of  Wash- 
ington's  administration,  Mr.  Monroe,  was 
recalled. 

After  his  return  Colonel  Monroe  wrote  a 
book  of  400  pages,  entitled  "  A  View  of  the 
Conduct  of  the  Executive  in  Foreign  Af- 
fairs." In  this  work  he  very  ably  advo- 
cated his  side  of  the  question;  but,  with 
the  magnanimity  of  the  man,  he  recorded  a 
warm  tribute  to  the  patriotism,  ability  and 
spotless  integrity  of  John  Jay,  between 
whom  and  himself  there  was  intense  antag- 
onism ;  and  in  subsequent  years  he  e.v 
pressed  in  warmest  terms  his  perfect 
veneration  for  the  character  of  George 
Washington. 

Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country 
Colonel  Monroe  was  elected  Governor  of 
Virginia,  and  held  that  office  for  three 
years,  the  period  limited  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. In  1802  he  was  an  Envoy  to  France, 
and  to  Spain  in  1805,  and  was  Minister  to 
England  in  1803.  In  1806  he  returned  to 
his  quiet  home  in  Virginia,  and  with  his 
wife  and  children  and  an  ample  competence 
from  his  paternal  estate,  enjoyed  a  few  years 
of  domestic  repose. 

In  1809  Mr.  Jefferson^  second  term  of 
office  e.xpired,  and  many  of  the  Republican 
party  were  an.xious  to  nominate  James 
Monroe  as  his  successor.  The  majority 
were  in  favor  of  Mr.  Madison.  Mr.  Mon- 
_r^  withdrew  his  name  and  was  soon  after 
chosen  a  second  time  Governor  of  Virginia. 
He  soon  resigned  that  office  to  accept  the 
position  of  Secretary  of  State,  offered  him 
by  President  _Madison.  The  correspond- 
ence which  he  then  carried  on  with  the 
British  Government    demonstrated  that 


there  was  no  hope  of  any  peaceful  adjust- 
ment of  our  difficulties  with  the  cabinet  of 
St.  James.  War  was  consequently  declared 
in  June,  1812.  Immediately  after  the  sack 
of  Washington  the  Secretary  of  War  re- 
signed, and  Mr.  Monroe,  at  the  earnest 
request  of  Mr.  Madison,  assumed  the  ad- 
ditional duties  of  the  War  Department, 
without  resigning  his  position  as  Secretary 
of  State.  It  has  been  confidently  stated, 
that,  had  Mr.  Monroe's  energies  been  in  the 
War  Department  a  few  months  earlier,  the 
disaster  at  Washington  would  not  have 
occurred. 

The  duties  now  devolving  upon  Mr.  Mon- 
roe were  extremely  arduous.  '  Tqn  thou- 
sand men,  picked  from  the  veteran  armies 
of  England,  were  sent  with  a  powerful  fleet 
to  New  Orleans  to  acquire  possession  of 
the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi.    Our  finan- 
ces were  in  the  most  deplorable  condition. 
The  treasury  was  exhausted  and  our  credit 
gone.    And  yet  it  was  necessary  to  make 
the  most  rigorous  preparations  to  meet  the 
fo^  In  this  crisis  James  Monroe,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  with  virtue  unsurpassed  in 
Greek  or  Roman  story,  stepped  forward 
;ind  pledged  his  own  individual  credit  as 
subsidiary  to  that  of  the  nation,  and  thus 
succeeded  in  placing  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans in  such  a  posture  of  defense)  that  it 
was  enabled  successfully  to  repel  the  in- 
vader. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  truly  the  armor-bearer 
of  President  Madison,  and  tiie  most  efficient 
jusiness  man  in  his  cabinet.  His  energy 
in  the  double  capacity  of  Secretary,  both 
of  State  and  War,  pervaded  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  country.  He  proposed  to 
increase  the  army  to  100,000  men,  a  meas- 
ure which  he  deemed  absolutely  necessary 
to  save  us  from  ignominious  defeat,  but 
which,  at  the  same  time,  he  knew  would 
render  his  name  so  unpopular  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  his  being  a  successful  can- 
didate for  the  Presidency. 
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The  happy  result  of  the  conference  at 
Ghent  in  securing  peace  rendered  the  in- 
crease of  the  army  unnecessary;  but  it  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  James  Monroe  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Andrew  Jackson  the 
weapon  with  which  to  beat  off  the  foe  at 
New  Orleans.  Upon  the  return  of  peace 
Mr,  Monroe  resigned  the  department  of 
war,  devoting  himself  entirely  to  the  duties 
of  Secretary  of  State.  These  he  continued 
to  discharge  until  the  close  of  President 
Madison's  administration,  with  zeal  which 
was  never  abated,  and  with  an  ardor  of 
self-devotion  which  made  him  almost  for- 
getful of  the  claims  of  fortune,  health  or 
life. 

Mr.  Madison's  second  term  expired  in 
March,  1817,  and  Mr.  Monroe  succeeded 
to  the  Presidency,  ,,.He  was  a  candidate  of 
the  Republican  party,  now  taking  the  name 
of  the  Democratic  Republican.  In  1821  he 
was  re-elected,  with  scarcely  any  opposition. 
Out  of  232  electoral  votes,  he  received  231. 
The  slavery  question,  which  subsequently 
assumed  such  formidable  dimensions,  now 
began  to  make  its  appearance.  The  State 
of  Missouri,  which  had  been  carved  out  of 
that  immense  territory  which  we  had  pur- 
chased of  France,  applied  for  admission  to 
the  Union,  with  a  slavery  Constitution. 
There  were  not  a  few  who  foresaw  the 
evils  impending.  After  the  debate  of  a 
week  it  was  decided  that  Missouri  could 
not  be  admitted  into  the  Union  with  slav- 
ery. This  important  question  was  at  lengtli 
settled  by  a  compromise  proposed  by 
Henry  Clay. 

The  famous  "Monroe  Doctrine."  of  wiiich 
so  much  has  been  said, "  originated  in  this 
way:  In  1823  it  was  rumored  that  the 
Holy  Alliance  was  about  to  interfere  to 
prevent  the  establishment  of  Republican 
liberty  in  the  European  colonies  of  South 
America.  President  Monroe  wrote  to  his 
old  friend  Thomas  Jefferson  for  advice  in 
the  emergency.    In  his  reply  under  date  of 


October  24,  Mr.  Jefferson  writes  upon  the 
supposition  that  our  attempt  to  resist.tliis 
European  movement  might  lead  to  war: 

"  Its  object  is  to  introduce  and  establish 
the  American  system  of  keeping  out  of  our 
land  all  foreign  powers;  of  never  permitting 
those  of  Europe  to  intermeddle  with  the 
affairs  of  our  nation.  It  is  to  maintain  our 
own  principle,  not  to  depart  from  it." 

December  2,  1823,  President  Monroe 
sent  a  message  to  Congress,  declaring  it  to 
be  the  policy  of  this  Government  not  to 
entangle  ourselves  with  the  broils  of  Eu- 
rope, and  not  to  allow  Europe  to  interfere 
with  the  affairs  of  nations  on  the  American 
continent;  and  the  doctrine  was  announced, 
that  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Euro- 
pean powers  "to  extend  their  system  to 
any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  would  be 
regarded  by  the  United  States  as  danger- 
ous to  our  peace  and  safety." 

March  4,  1825,  Mr. _Monroe  surrendered 
the  presidential  ciiair  to  his  Secretary  of 
State,  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  retired, 
with  the  universal  respect  of  the  nation, 
to  his  private  residence  at  Oak  Hill,  Lou- 
doun County,  Virginia.  His  time  had  been 
so  entirely  consecrated  to  his  country,  that 
he  had  neglected  his  pecuniary  interests, 
and  was  deeply  involved  in  debt.  The 
welfare  of  his  country  had  ever  been  up- 
permost in  his  mind. 

For  many  years  Mrs.  Monroe  was  in  such 
feeble  health  that  she  rarely  appeared  in 
public.  In  1830  Mr.  Monroe  took  up  his 
residence  with  his  son-in-law  in  New  York, 
where  he  died  on  the  4th  of  July,  1831. 
The  citizens  of  New  York  conducted  his 
obsequies  with  pageants  more  imposing 
than  had  ever  been  witnessed  there  before. 
Our  country  will  ever  cherish  his  mem- 
ory with  pride,  gratefully  enrolling  his 
name  in  the  list  of  its  benefactors,  pronounc- 
ing him  the  worthy  successor  of  the  illus- 
trious men  who  had  preceded  him  in  the 
presidential  chair. 
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the  sixth  President  of  the 
United  States,  1825-9, 
was  bom  in  the  rural 
home  of   his  honored 
father,  John  Adams,  in 
Q  u  i  n  c  y  ,  Massachusetts, 
July  II,  1767.    His  mother, 
a  woman  of  exalted  worth, 
watched  over  his  childhood 
during  the  almost  constant 
absence  of  his  father.  He 
commenced  his  education 
at  the  village  school,  giving 
at  an  early  period  indica- 
tions of  superior  mental  en- 
dowments. 

When  eleven  years  of  age  he  sailed  with 
his  father  for  Europe,  where  the  latter  was 
associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as  Minister 
Plenipotentiary.  The  intelligence  of  John 
Quincy  attracted  the  attention  of  these  men 
and  received  from  them  flattering  marks  of 
attention.  Mr.  Adams  had  scarcely  returned 
to  this  country  in  1779  ere  he  was  again 
sent  abroad,  and  John  Quincy  again  accom-- 
panied  him.  On  this  voyage  he  commenced 
a  diary,  which  practice  he  continued,  with 
but  few  interruptions,  until  his  death.  He 
journeyed  with  his  father  from  Ferrol,  in 
Spain,  to  Paris.  Here  he  applied  himself 
for  six  months  to  study;  then  accompanied 


his  father  to  Holland,  where  he  entered, 
first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  and  then  the 
University  of  Leyden.  In  1781,  when  only 
fourteen  years  of  age,  he  was  selected  by 
Mr.  Dana,  our  Minister  to  the  Russian 
court,  as  his  private  secretary.  In  this 
school  of  incessant  labor  he  spent  fourteen 
months,  and  then  returned  alone  to  Holland 
through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  Again  he  resumed  his  studies 
under  a  private  tutor,  at  The  Hague. 

In  the  spring  of  1782  he  accompanied  his 
father  to  Paris,  forming  acquaintance  ,  with 
the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Conti- 
nent. After  a  short  visit  to  England,  he  re- 
turned to  Paris  and  studied  until  May, 
1785,  when  he  returned  to  America,  leav- 
ing his  father  an  embassador  at  the  court 
of  St.  James.  In  1786  he  entered  the  jun- 
ior class  in  Harvard  University,  and  grad- 
uated with  the  second  honor  of  his  class. 
The  oration  he  delivered  on  this  occasion, 
the  "  Importance  of  Public  Faith  to  the 
Well-being  of  a  Community,"  was  pub- 
lished— an  event  very  rare  in  this  or  any 
other  land. 

Upon  leaving  college  at  the  age  of  twenty 
he  studied  law  three  years  with  the  Hon. 
Theophilus  Parsons  in  Newburyport.  In 
1790  he  opened  a  law  office  in  Boston.  The 
profession  was  crowded  with  able  men,  and 
the  fees  were  small.   The  first  year  he  had 
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no  clients,  but  not  a  moment  was  lost.  The 
second  year  passed  away,  still  no  clients, 
and  still  he  was  dependent  upon  his  parents 
for  support.  Anxiously  he  awaited  the 
third  year.  The  reward  now  came.  Cli- 
ents began  to  enter  his  office,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  year  he  was  so  crowded 
with  business  that  all  solicitude  respecting 
a  support  was  at  an  end. 

When  Great  Britain  commenced  war 
against  France,  in  1793,  Mr.  Adams  wrote 
some  articles,  urging  entire  neutrality  .on 
the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  view 
was  not  a  popular  one.  Many  felt  that  as 
France  had  helped  us,  we  were  bound  to 
help  France.  But  President  Washington 
coincided  with  Mr.  Adams,  and  issued  his 
proclamation  of  neutrality.  His  writings 
at  this  time  in  the  Boston  journals  gavQ 
him  so  high  a  reputation,  that  in  June, 
1794,  he  was  appointed  by  Washington 
resident  Minister  at  the  Netherlands.  In 
July,  1797,  he  left  The  Hague  to  go  to  Port- 
ugal as  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  Wash- 
ington  at  this  time  wrote  to  his  father,  John 
Adams:' 

"  Without  intending  to  compliment  the 
father  or  the  mother,  or  to  censure  any 
others,  I  give  it  as  my  decided  opinion, 
that  Mr.  Adams  is  the  most  valuable  char- 
acter we  have  abroad;  and  there  remains 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  he  will  prove  the 
ablest  of  our  diplomatic  corps." 

On  his  way  to  Portugal,  upon  his  arrival 
in  London,  he  met  with  dispatches  direct- 
ing him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but  request- 
ing him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should 
receive  instructions.  While  waiting  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  Catherine  John- 
son, to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged. Miss  Johnson  was  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  Consul 
in  London,  and  was  a  lady  endowed  with 
that  beauty  and  those  accomplishments 
which  fitted  her  to  move  in  the  elevated 
sphere  for* which  she  was  destined. 


In  July,  1799,  having  fulfilled  all  the  pur- 
poses of  his  mission,  Mr.  Adams  returned. 
In  i8o3  he  was  chosen  to  the  Senate  of 
Massachusetts  from  Boston,  and  then  was 
elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six 
years  from  March  4,  1804.  His  reputation, 
his  ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him 
immediately  among  the  most  prominent 
and  influential  members  of  that  body.  He 
sustained  the  Government  in  its  measures 
of  resistance  to  the  encroachpients  of  Eng- 
land, destroying  our  commerce  and  insult- 
ing our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America 
more  familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the 
British  court  upon  these  points,  and  no 
one  more  resolved  to  present  a  firm  resist- 
ance. This  course,  so  truly  patriotic,  and 
which  scarcely  a  voice  will  now  be  found 
to  condemn,  alienated  him  from  the  Fed- 
eral party  dominant  in  Boston,  and  sub- 
jected him  to  censure. 

In  iSos  Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  professor 
of  rhetoric  in  Harvard  College.  His  lect- 
ures at  this  place  were  subsequently  pub- 
lished.  Tn  1809  he  was  sent  as  Minister  to 
Russia.  He  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
that  negotiated  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
Great  Bntain,  signed  December  24,  18 14, 
and  he  was  appointed  Minister  to  the  court 
of  St.  James  in  1815.  In  1817  he  became 
Secretary  of  State  in  Mr.  Monroe's  cabinet 
in  which  position  he  remained  eight  years. 
Few  will  now  contradict  the  assertion  that 
the  duties  of  that  office  were  never  more 
ably  discharged.  Probably  the  most  im- 
portant measure  which  Mr.  _Adams_  con- 
ducted was  the  purchase  of  Florida  from 
Spain  for  $5,000,000. 

The  campaign  of  1824  was  an  exciting 
one.  Four  candidates  were  in  the  field. 
Of  the  260  electoral  votes  that  were  cast, 
Andrew  Jackson  received  ninety-nine;  John 
Quincy  AdSms,  eighty-four;  William  H. 
Crawford,  forty-one,  and  Henry  Clay, 
thirty-seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by 
the  people,  the  question  went  to  the  House 
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of  Representatives.  Mr.  Clay  gave  the 
vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  he 
was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  disappointed  candidates 
now  combined  in  a  venomous  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  iftore  dis- 
graceful in  the  past  history  of  our  country 
than  the  abuse  which  was  poured  in  one 
uninterrupted  stream  upon  this  high- 
minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  was 
never  an  administration  more  pure  in  prin- 
ciples, more  conscientiously  devoted  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  countr)',  than  that  of 
John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  perhaps, 
was  there  an  administration  more  unscru- 
pulously assailed.  Mr.  Adams  took  his  seat 
in  the  presidential  chair  resolved  not  to 
know  any  partisanship,  but  only  to  con- 
sult for  the  interests  of  the  whole  Republic, 

He  refused  to  dismiss  any  man  from  of- 
fice for  his  political  views.  If  he  was  a  faith- 
ful officer  that  was  enough.  Bitter  must 
have  been  his  disappointment  to  find  that  the 
Nation  could  not  appreciate  such  conduct. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  his  public  manners,  was 
cold  and  repulsive;  though  with  his  per- 
sonal friends  he  was  at  times  very  genial. 
This  chilling  address  very  seriously  de- 
tracted from  his  popularity.  No  one  can 
read  an  impartial  record  of  his  administra- 
tion without  admitting  that  a  more  noble 
example  of  uncompromising  dignity  can 
scarcely  be  found.  It  was  stated  publicly 
that  Mr.  Adams'  administration  was  to  be 
put  down,  "  though  it  be  as  pure  as  the  an- 
gels which  stand  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  God."  Many  of  the  active  par- 
ticipants in  these  scenes  lived  to  regret  the 
course  they  pursued.  Some  years  after, 
Warren  R.  Davis,  of  South  Carolina,  turn- 
ing to  Mr.  Adams,  then  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  said: 

"  Well  do  I  remember  the  'enthusiastic 
zeal  with  which  we  reproached  the  admin- 
istration of  that  gentleman,  and  the  ardor 
and  vehemence  with  which  we  labored  to 


bring  in  another.  For  the  share  I  had  in 
these  transactions,  and  it  was  not  a  small 
one,  I  hope  God  will  forgive  me,  for  I  shall 
never  forgive  myself." 

March  4,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired  from 
the  Presidency  and  was  succeeded  by  An- 
drew Jackson,  the  latter  receiving  168  out 
of  261  electoral  votes.  John  C.  Calhoun 
was  elected  Vice-President.  The  slavery 
question  now  began  to  assume  pretentious 
magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy,  and  pursued  his  studies  with  una- 
bated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted 
to  remain  in  retirement.  In  Ni)vember, 
1830, -he  was  elected  to  Congress.  In  this 
he  recognized  the  principle  that  it  is  honor- 
able for  the  General  of  yesterday  to  act  as 
Corporal  to-day,  if  by  so  doing  he  can  ren- 
der service  to  his  country.  Deep  as  are 
our  obligations  to  John  Quincy  Adams  for 
his  services  as  embassador,  as  Secretary  of 
State  and  as  President;  in  his  capacity  as 
legislator  in  the  House  of  Represenln- 
tives,  he  conferred  benefits  upon  our  land 
which  eclipsed  all  the  rest,  and  which  can 
never  be  over-estimated. 

For  seventeen  years,  until  his  death,  he 
occupied  the  post  of  Representative,  tow- 
ering above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to  do 
brave  battle  for  freedom,  and  winning  the 
title  of  "  the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon 
taking  his  seat  in  the  House  he  announced 
that  he  should  hold  himself  bound  to  no 
party.  He  was  usually  the  first  in  his 
place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to  leave 
his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure 
could  escape  his  scrutiny.  The  battle 
which  he  fought,  almost  singly,  against  the 
pro-slavery  party  in  the  Government,  was 
sublime  in  its  moral  daring  and  heroism. 
For  persisting  in  presenting  petitions  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  he  was  threatened, 
with  indictment  by  the  Grand  Jury,  with 
expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassina- 
tion; but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him, 
and  his  final  triumph  was  comple'te. 
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On  one  occasion  Mr.  Adams  presented  a 
petition,  signed  by  several  women,  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  for  the  purpose  of 
cutting  it  up  into  slave  States.  Mr.  How- 
ard, of  Maryland,  said  that  these  women 
discredited  not  only  themselves,  but  their 
section  of  the  country,  by  turning  from 
their  domestic  duties  to  the  conflicts  of  po- 
litical life. 

"Are  women;"  exclaimed  Mr.  Adams, 
"  to  have  no  opinions  or  actions  on  subjects 
relating  to  the  general  welfare?  Where 
did  the  gentleman  get  his  principle  ?  Did 
he  find  it  in  sacred  history, — in  the  language 
of  Miriam,  the  prophetess,  in  one  of  the 
noblest  and  sublime  songs  of  triumph  that 
ever  met  the  human  eye  or  ear  ?  Did  the 
gentleman  never,  hear  of  Deborah,  to  whom 
the  children  of  Israel  came  up  for  judg- 
ment ?  Has  he  forgotten  the  deed  of  Jael, 
who  slew  the  dreaded  enemy  of  her  coun- 
try ?  Has  he  forgotten  Esther,  who,  by  her 
petition  saved  her  people  and  her  coun- 
try? 

"  To  go  from  sacred  history  to  profane, 
does  the  gentleman  there  find  it '  discredita- 
ble '  for  women  to  take  an  interest  in  politi- 
cal affairs  ?  Has  he  forgotten  the  Spartan 
mother,  who  said  to  her  son  when  going 
out  tojjattle,  'My  son,  come  back  to  me 
with  thy  shield,  or  upon  thy  shield  ? '  Does 
he  remember  Cloelia  and  her  hundred  com- 
panions, who  swam  across  the  river  un<1er 
a  shower  of  darts,  escaping  from  Porsena  ? 
Has  he  forgotten  Cornelia,  the  mother  of 
the  Gracchi  ?  Does  he  not  remember  Por- 
tia, the  wife  of  Brutus  and  the  daughter  of 
Cato? 

"  To  come  to  later  periods,  what  says  the 
history  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  ancestors? 
To  say  nothing  of  Boadicea,  the  British 
heroine  in  the  time  of  the  Caesars,  what 
name  is  more  illustrious  than  that  of  Eliza- 
beth ?  Or,  if  he  will  go  to  the  continent, 
will  he  not  find  the  names  of  Maria  Theresa 
of  Hungary,  of  the  two  Catherines  of 
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Prussia,  and  of  Isabella  of  Castile,  the  pa- 
troness of  Columbus  ?  Did  she  bring  '  dis- 
credit '  on  her  sex  by  mingling  in  politics  ?  " 

In  this  glowing  strain  Mr,  Adams  si- 
lenced and  overwhelmed  his  ^antagonists. 

In  January,  1842,  Mr.  Adams  presented 
a  petition  from  forty-five  citizens  of  Haver- 
hill, Massachusetts,  praying  for  a  peaceable 
dissolution  of  the  Union.  The  pro-slavery 
party  in  Congress,  who  were  then  plotting 
the  destruction  of  the  Government,  were 
aroused  to  a  pretense  of  commotion  such  as 
even  our  stormy  hall  of  legislation  has 
rarely  witnessed.  They  met  in  caucus,  and, 
finding  that  they  probably  would  not  be 
able  to  expel  Mr.  Adams  from  the  House 
drew  up  a  series  of  resolutions,  which,  if 
adopted,  would  inflict  upon  him  disgrace, 
equivalent  to  expulsion.  Mr.  Adams  had 
presented  the  petition,  which  was  most  re- 
spectfully worded,  and  had  moved  that  it  be 
referred  to  a  committee  instructed  to  re- 
port an  answer,  showing  the  reason  why 
the  prayer  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

It  was  the  25  th  of  January.  The  whole 
body  of  the  pro-slavery  party  came  crowd- 
ing together  in  the  House,  prepared  to 
crush  Mr.  Adams  forever.  One  of  the  num- 
ber, Thomas  F.  Marshall,  of  Kentucky,  was 
appointed  to  read  the  resolutions,  which 
accused  Mr.  Adams  of  high  treason,  of 
having  insulted  the  Government,  and  of 
meriting  expulsion;  but  for  which  deserved 
punishment,  the  House,  in  its  great  mercy, 
would  substitute  its  severest  censure.  With 
the  assumption  of  a  very  solemn  and  mag- 
isterial air,  there  being  breathless  silence  in 
the  audience,  Mr.  Marshall  hurled  the  care- 
fully prepared  anathemas  at  his  victim. 
Mr.  Adams  stood  alone,  the  whole  pro-slav- 
ery party  against  him. 

As  soon  as  the  resolutions  were  read, 
every  eye  being  fixed  upon  him,  that  bold 
old  man,  wiiose  scattered  locks  were  whit- 
ened by  seventy-five  years,  casting  a  wither- 
ing glance  in  the  direction  of  his  assailants, 
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i.1  a  Clear,  shrill  tone,  tremulous  with  sup- 
pressed emotion,  said:  ^ 

ch-xlL'f/-  «"dacious,  atrocious 

fZn^f  l'^  '  treason,  I  call  for  the  read- 
ing ot  the  first  paragraph  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.    Read  it!    Read  it'  and 

"ret-'^^'f  Hghtsofa  pec  ple 

to  reform,  to  change,  and  to  dissolvi  their 
Government.' 

The  attitude,  the  manner,  the  tone  the 
words;  the  venerable  old  man,  w  th  fla  f 

jng  eye  and  flushed  cheek,  and  whose  vet 
form  seemed  to  expand  under  the  inspiration 
of  the  occasion-all  presented  a  scene  over- 
flowing ,n  .ts  sublimity.  There  was  breath- 
less silence  as  that  paragraph  was  read,  in 

pledged  the,r  l.ves,  their  fortunes  and  their 

Adams  as  they  were  all  compelled  to  listen 
to  the  words: 

"  That,  to  secure  these  rights,  govern 
mentsare  instituted  among  men, 'deriving 
their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the 
governed;  and  that  whenever  any  form  of 
government  becomes  destructive  of  those 

'bolVh  ."t  '^Vy^'  ^°  '-'Iter  or 

hvfnt  :T  '"^''^"'^  newgovernment. 
^ymg  ,ts  foundations  on  such  principles 
and  orgam^mg  its  powers  in  such  form 
as  shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their 
safety  and  happiness." 
That  one  sentence  routed  and  baffled  the 
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^"dience,  and  thundered  tfut 
"Read  that  again!"  It  was  again  read 
Then  jn  a  few  fiery,  logical  words  he  stated 
his  defense  m  terms  which  even  prejudiced 
mmds  could  not  resist.  His  discLfited 
assailants  made  several  attempts  to  rally. 
After  a  conflict  of  eleven  days  they  gave 
t.p  vanquished  and  their  resolution  was  ig. 
nominiously  laid  upon  the  table. 

In  January,   1846,  when  seventy-eight  ' 
years  of  age,  he  took  part  in  the  great  de- 

intll°';  displaying 
intellectual  vigor,  and  an  extent  andaJcu! 
racy  of  acquaintance  with  the  subject  that 
excited  great  admiration. 

fh?fl       2/^' °f  February,  1848,  he  rose  on 
the  floor  of  Congress  with  a  paper  in  his 
hand  to  address  the  Speaker'  'suddenl^ 
he  fell,  stricken  by  paralysis,  and  was  caught 
n  the  arms  of  those  around  him.   For  a 
time  he  ^yas  senseless  and  was  conveyed 
to  a  sofa  ,n  the  rotunda.    With  reviving- 
consciousness  he  opened  his  eyes.  looked 
r^t";  ^  "  '^'^  '"^  of 

1         /u '  '^^^^^  ^^ere  his  last 

words,  and  he  soon  breathed  his  last,  in  the 
apartment  beneath  the  dome  of  the  capitol 
-the  theater  of  his  laborsand  his  triumphs, 
hi  °^  hymnology,  he  «  died  at 

post;"  he  "ceased  at  once  to  work  and 
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iNDREW  JACKSON. 
the  seventh  President 
of  the  United  States, 
i829-'37,  was  born  at 
the  Waxhaw  Settle, 
ment,  Union  Coun- 
ty, North  Carolina, 
March  i6,  1767.  His  parents 
were  Scotch-Irish,  natives  of 
Carrickfergus,  who  came  to 
America  in  1765,  and  settled 
on  Twelve-Mile  Creek,  a  trib- 
utary of  the  Catawba.  His 
father,  who  was  a  poor  farm 
laborer,  died  shortly  before  An- 
drew's birth,  when  his  mother  removed  to 
Waxhaw,  where  some  relatives  resided. 

Few  particulars  of  the  childhood  of  Jack- 
son have  been  preserved.  His  education 
was  of  the  most  limited  kind,  and  he  showed 
no  fondness  for  books.  He  grew  up  to  be  a 
tall,  lank  boy,  with  coarse  hair  and  freck- 
led cheeks,  with  bare  feet  dangling  from 
trousers  too  short  for  him,  very  fond  of  ath- 
letic sports,  running,  boxing  and  wrestling. 
He  was  generous  to  the  younger  and 
weaker  boys,  but  very  irascible  and  over- 
bearing with  his  equals  and  superiors.  He 
was  profane — a  vice  in  which  he  surpassed 
all  other  men.  The  character  of  his  mother 


he  revered;  and  it  was  not  until  after  her 
death  that  his  predominant  vices  gained 
full  strength.  . 

In  1780,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  Andrew, 
or  Andy,  as  he  was  called,  with  his  brother 
Robert,  volunteered  to  serve  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary forces  under  General  Sumter,  and 
was  a  witness  of  the  latter's  defeat  at  Hang- 
ing Rock.  In  the  following  year  the 
brothers  were  made  prisoners,  and  confined 
in  Camden,  experiencing  brutal  treatment 
from  their  captors,  and  being  spectators  of 
General  Green's  defeat  at  Hobkirk  Hill. 
Through  their  mother's  exertions  the  boys 
were  exchanged  while  suffering  from  small- 
pox. In  two  days  Robert  was  dead,  and 
Andy  apparently  dying.  The  strength  of 
his  constitution  triumphed,  and  he  regained 
health  and  vigor. 

As  he  was  getting  better,  his  mother 
heard  the  cry  of  anguish  from  the  prison- 
ers whom  the  British  held  in  Charleston, 
among  whom  were  the  sons  of  her  sisters. 
She  hastened  to  their  relief,  was  attacked 
by  fever,  died  and  was  buried  where  her 
grave  nould  never  be  found.  Thus  Andrew 
Jackson,  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  was 
left  alone  in  the  world,  without  father, 
mother,  sister  or  brother,  and  without  one 
dollar  which  he  could  call  his  own.  He 
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soon  entered  a  saddler's  shop,  and  labored 
diligently  for  six  months.  But  gradually, 
as  liealth  returned,  he  became  more  and 
more  a  wild,  reckless,  lawless  boy.  He 
gambled,  drank  and  was  regarded  as  about 
the  worst  character  that  could  be  found. 

He  now  turned  schoolmaster.  He  could 
teach  the  alphabet,  perhaps  the  multiplica- 
tion tabic;  and  as  he  was  a  very  bold  boy, 
it  is  possible  he  might  have  ventured  to 
tea^h  a  little  writing.  But  he  soon  began  to 
think,  of  a  profession  and  decided  to  study 
law.  Wjtli  a  very  slender  purse,  and  on 
the  back  of  a  very  fine  horse,  he  set  out 
for  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  where  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Mr.  McCay. 
Here  he  remained  two  years,  professedly 
studying  law.  He  is  still  remembered  in 
traditions  of  Salisbury,  which  say: 

"  Andrew  Jackson  was  the  most  roaring, 
rollicking,  horse-racing,  card-playing,  mis- 
chievous fellow  that  ever  lived  in  Salisbury. 
He  did  not  trouble  the  law-books  much." 

Andrew  was  now,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
a  tall  young  man,  being  over  six  feet  in 
height.  He  was  slender,  remarkably  grace- 
ful and  dignified  in  his  manners,  an  exquis- 
ite horseman,  and  developed,  amidst  his 
loathesome  profanity  and  multiform  vices,  a 
vein  of  rare  magnanimity.  His  temper  was 
fiery  in  the  extreme;  but  it  was  said  of  him 
that  no  man  knew  better  than  Andrew 
Jackson  when  to  get  angry  and  when  not. 
•  In  17S6  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and 
two  3'ears  later  removed  to  Nashville, 
in  what  was  then  the  western  district  of 
North  Carolina,  with  the  appointment  of  so- 
licitor, or  public  prosecutor.  It  was  an  of- 
fice of  little  honor,  small  emolument  and 
great  peril.  Few  men  could  be  found  to 
accept  it. 

And  now  Andrew  Jackson  commenced 
vigorously  to  practice  law.    It  was  an  im- 
portant part  of  his  business  to  collect  debts. 
It  required  nerve.    During  the  first  seven 
,  years  of  his  residence  in  those  wilds  he 


traversed  the  almost  pathless  forest  between 
Nashville  and  Jonesborough,  a  distance  of 
200  miles,  twenty-two  times.  Hostile  In- 
dians were  constantly  on  the  watch,  and  a 
man  was  liable  at  any  moment  to  be  shot 
down  in  his  own  field.  Andrew  Jackson 
was  just  the  man  for  this  service — a  wild, 
daring,  rough  backwoodsman.  Daily  he 
made  hair-breadth  escapes.  He  seemed  to 
bear  a  charmed  life.  Boldly,  alone  or  with 
few  companions,  he  traversed  the  forests, 
encountering  all  perils  and  triumphing 
over  all. 

In  1790  Tennessee  became  a  Territory, 
and  Jackson  was  appointed,  by  President 
Washington,  United  States  Attorney  for 
the  new  district.  In  1791  he  married  Mrs. 
Rachel  Robards  (daughter  of  Colonel  John 
Donelson'),  whom  he  supposed  to  have  been 
divorced  in  that  year  by  an  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  Virginia.  Two  years  after  this 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  learned,  to  their 
great  surprise,  that  Mr.  Robards  had  just 
obtained  a  divorce  in  one  of  the  courts  of 
Kentucky,  and  that  the  act  of  the  Virginia 
Legislature  was  not  final,  but  conditional. 
To  remedy  the  irregularity  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, a  new  license  was  obtained  and  the 
marriage  ceremony  was  again  performed. 

It  proved  to  be  a  marriage  of  rare  felic- 
ity. Probably  there  never  was  a  more 
affectionate  union.  However  rough  Mr. 
Jackson  might  have  been  abroad,  he  was 
always  gentle  and  tender  at  home;  and 
through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  their  lives,  he 
treated  Mrs.  Jackson  with  the  mostchival- 
ric  attention. 

Under  the  circumstances  it  was  not  un- 
naturalthat  the  facts  in  the  case  of  this_ 
marriage  were  so  misrepresented  by  oppo- 
nents in  the  political  campaigns  a  quarter 
or  a  century  later  as  to  become  the  basis 
of  serious  charges  against  Jackson's,  moral- 
ity which,  however,  have  been  satisfactorily 
attested  by  abundant  evidence. 

Jackson  was  untiring  in  his  duties  as 
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United  States  Attorney,  which  demanded 
frequent  journeys  through  the  wilderness 
and  exposed  him  to  Indian  hostilities.  He 
acquired  consideraNe  property  in  land,  and 
obtained  such  influence  as  to  be  chosen 
a  member  of  the  convention  which  framed 
the  Constitution  for  the  new  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, in  1796,  and  in  that  year  was  elected 
its  first  Representative  in  Congress.  Albert 
Gallatin  thus  describes  the  first  appearance 
of  the  Hon.  Andrew  Jackson  in  the  House: 

"A  tall,  lank,  uncouth-looking  personage,- 
with  locks  of  hair  hanging  over  his  face  and 
a  cue  down  his  back,  tied  with  an  eel  skin; 
his  dress  singular,  his  manners  and  deport- 
ment those  of  a  rough  backwoodsman." 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
Democratic  party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol. 
He  admired  Bonaparte,  loved  France  and 
hated  England.  As  Mr.  Jackson  took  his 
seat.  General  Washington,  whose  second 
term  of  office  was  just  expiring,  delivered 
his  last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee 
drew  up  a  complimentary  address  in  reply. 
Andrew  Jackson  did  not  approve  the  ad- 
dress and  was  one  of  twelve  who  voted 
against  it. 

Tennessee  had  fitted  out  an  expedition 
against  the  Indians,  contrary  to  the  policy 
of  the  Government.  A  resolution  was  intro- 
duced that  the  National  Government 
should  pay  the  expenses.  Jackson  advo- 
cated it  and  it  was  carried.  This  rendered 
him  very  popular  in  Tennessee.  A  va- 
cancy chanced  soon  after  lo  occur  in  the 
Senate,  and  Andrew  Jackson  was  chosen 
United  States  Senator  by  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee. John  Adams  was  then  President 
and  Thomas  [efferson.  Vice-President. 

In  1798  Mn  Jackson  returned  to  Tennes- 
see, and  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  that  State,  with  a  salary  of 
Sfibo.  This  office  he  held  six  years.  It  is 
said  that  his  decisions,  though  sometimes 
ungram^aticai,  were  generally  right.  He 
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did  not  enjoy  his  seat  upon  the  bench,  and 
renounced  the  dignity  in  1804.  About 
this  time  he  was  chosen  Major-General  of 
militia,  and  lost  the  title  of  judge  in  that  of 
General. 

When  he  retired  from^the  Senate  Cham- 
ber, he  decided  to  try  his  fortune  through 
trade.  He  purchased  a  stock  of  goods  in 
Philadelphia  and  sent  them  to  Nashville, 
where  he  opened  a  state.  He  lived  about 
thirteen  miles  from  Nashville,  on  a  tract  of 
land  of  several  thousand  acres,  mostly  un- 
cultivated. He  used  a  small  block-house 
for  a  store,  from  a  narrow  window  of 
which  he  sold  goods  to  the  Indians.  As  he 
had  an  assistant  his  office  as  judge  did  not 
materially  interfere  with  his  business. 

As  to  slaver)',  born  in  the  midst  of  it,  the 
idea  never  seemed  to  enter  his  mind  that  it 
could  be  wrong.  He  eventually  became 
an  extensive  slave  owner,  but  he  was  one  of 
the  most  humane  and  gentle  of  masters. 

In  1804  Mr.  Jackson  withdrew  from  pol- 
itics and  settled  on  a  plantation  which  he 
called  the  Hermitage,  near  Nashville.  He 
set  up  a  cotton-gin,  formed  a  partnership 
and  traded  in  New  Orleans,  making  the 
voyage  on  flatboats.  Through  his  hot  tem- 
per he  became  involved  in  several  quarrels 
and  "  affairs  of  honor,"  during  this  period, 
in  one  of  which  lie  was  severely  wounded, 
but  had  the  misfortune  to  kill  his  opponent, 
Charles  Dickinson.  For  a  time  this  affair 
greatly  injured  General  Jackson's  popular- 
ity. The  verdict  then  was,  and  continues 
to  be,  that  General  Jackson  was  outra- 
geously wrong.  If  he  subsequently  felt  any 
remorse  lie  never  revealed  it  to  anyone. 

In  1805  Aaron  Burr  had  visited  Nash- 
ville and  been  a  guest  of  Jackson,  with 
whom  he  corresponded  on  the  subject  of  a 
war  with  Spain,  which  was  anticipated  and 
desired  by  them,  as  well  as  by  the  people 
of  the  Southwest  generally. 

Burr  repeated  his  visit  in  September, 
1806,  when  he  engaged  in  the  celebrated 
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combinations  which  led  to  his  trial  for  trea- 
son. Me  was  warmly  received  by  Jackson, 
at  whose  instance  a  public  ball  was  given 
in  his  honor  at  Nashville,  and  contracted 
with  the  latter  for  boats  and  provisions. 
Early  in  1807,  when  Burr  had  been  pro- 
claimed a  traitor  by  President  Jefferson, 
volunteer  forces  for  the  Federal  service 
were  organized  at  Nashville  under  Jack- 
son's command;  but  his  energy  and  activ- 
ity dkl  not  siiicld  him  from  suspicions  of 
connivance  in  the  supposed  treason.  He 
was  summoned  to  Richmond  as  a  witness 
in  Purr's  trial,  but  was  not  called  to  the 
stand,  probably  because  he  was  out-spoken 
in  his  partisanship. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  war  with  Great 
Britain  in  1812,  Jackson  tendered  his  serv 
ices,  and  in  January,  18 13,  embarked  for 
New  Orleans  at  tiie  head  of  the  Tennessee 
contingent.  In  March  he  received  an  or- 
der to  disband  his  forces;  but  in  Septem- 
ber he  again  took  the  field,  in  the  Creek 
war,  and  in  conjunction  with  his  former 
partner,  Colonel  Coffee,  inflicted  upon  the 
Indians  the  memorable  defeat  at  Talladega, 
Emuckfaw  and  Tallapoosa. 

In  May,  1814,  Jackson,  who  had  now  ac- 
quired a  national  reputation,  was  appointed 
a  Major-General  of  the  United  States  army, 
and  commenced  a  campaign  against  the 
British  in  Florida.  He  conducted  the  de- 
fense at  Mobile,  September  15,  seized  upon 
Pensacola,  November  6,  and  immediately 
transported  the  bulk  of  his  troops  to  New 
Orleans,  then  threatened  by  a  powerful 
naval  force.  Martial  law  was  declared  in 
Louisiana,  the  State  militia  was  called  to 
arms,  engagements  with  the  British  were 
fought  December  23  and  28,  and  after  re-en- 
forcements had  been  received  on  both  sides 
the  famous  victory  of  January  8,  1815, 
crowned  Jackson's  fame  as  a  soldier,  and 
made  hiiri  the  typical  American  hero  of 
the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

Ill  1817-18  Jackson  conducted  the  war 


against  the  Seminoles  of  Florida,  during 
which  he  seized  upon  Pensacola  and  exe- 
cuted by  courtmartial  two  British  subjects, 

Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  acts  which 

might  easily  have  involved  the  United 
States  in  war  both  with  Spain  and  Great 
Britain.  Fortunately  the  peril  was  averted 
by  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United 
States;  and  Jackson,  who  had  escaped  a 
trial  for  the  irregularity  of  his  conduct 
only  through  a  division  of  opinion  in  Mon- 
roe's cabinet,  was  appointed  in  1821  Gov- 
ernor of  the  new  Territory.  Soon  after  he 
declined  the  appointment  of  minister  to 
Mexico. 

,In  1823  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  nominated  by  the  Ten- 
nessee Legislature  for  the  Presidency.  This 
candidacy,  though  a  matter  of  surprise,  and 
even  merryment,  speedily  became  popular, 
and  in  1824,  when  the  stormy  electoral  can- 
vas resulted  in  the  choice  of  John  Quincy 
Adams  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
General  Jackson  received  the  largest  popu- 
lar vote  among  the  four  candidates. 

In  1828  Jackson  was  triumphantly  elected 
President  over  Adams  after  a  campaign  of 
unparalleled  bitterness.  He  was  inaugu- 
rated March  4,  1829,  and  at  once  removed 
from  office  all  the  incumbents  belonging  to 
the  opposite  party — a  procedure  new  to 
American  politics,  but  which  naturally  be- 
came a  precedent. 

His  first  term  was  characterized  by  quar- 
rels between  the  Vice-President,  Calhoun, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State,  Van  Buren,  at- 
tended by  a  cabinet  crisis  originating  in 
scandals  connected  with  the  name  of  Mrs. 
General  Eaton,  wife  of  the  Secretary  of 
War;  by  the  beginning  of  his  war  upon  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  by  his  vigorous 
action  against  the  partisans  of  Calhoun, 
who,  in  South  Carolina,  threatened  to 
nullify  the  acts  of  Congress,  establishing  a 
protective  tariff. 

In  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1832 
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Jackson  received  219  out  of  288  electoral 
votes,  his  competitor  being  Mr.  Clay,  while 
Mr.  Wirt,  on  an  Anti-Masonic  platform, 
received  the  vote  of  Vermont  alone.  In 
1833  President  Jackson  removed  the  Gov- 
ernment deposits  from  the  United  States 
bank,  thereby  incurring  a  vote  of  censure 
from  the  Senate,  which  was,  however,  ex- 
punged four  years  later.  During  this  second 
term  of  office  the  Cherokees,  Choctaws  and 
Creeks  were  removed,  not  without  diffi- 
culty, from  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Missis- 
sippi, to  the  Indian  Territory;  the  National 
debt  was  extinguished;  Arkansas  and 
Michigan  were  admitted  as  States  to  the 
Union;  the  Seminole  war  was  renewed;  the 
anti-slavery  agitation  first  acquired  impor- 
tance; the  Mormon  delusion,  wliich  had 
organized  in  1829,  attained  considerable 
proportions  in  Ohio  and  Missouri,  and  the 
country  experienced  its  greatest  pecuniary 
panic. 

Railroads  ,  with  locomotive  propulsion 
were  introduced  into  America  during  Jack- 
son's first  term,  and  had  become  an  impor- 
tant element  of  national  life  before  the 
close  ofVhis  second  term.  For  many  rea- 
sons, therefore,  the  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson  formed  an  era  in  American 
history,  political,  social  and  industrial. 
He  succeeded  in  effecting  the  election  of 


his  friend  Van  Buren  as  his  successor,  re- 
tired from  the  Presidency  March  4,  1837, 
and  led  a  tranquil  life  at  the  Hermitage 
until  his  death,  whicli  occurred  June  8, 
1845. 

During  his  closing  years  he  was  a  pro- 
fessed Christian  and  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church.  No  American  of  this 
century  has  been  the  subject  of  such  oppo- 
site judgments.  He  was  loved  and  hated 
with  equal  vehemence  during  his  life,  but 
at  the  present  distance  of  ^me  from  his 
career,  while  opinions  still  var^'  as  to  tlie 
merits  of  his  public  acts,  few  of  hiscountrj'- 
men  will  question  that  he  was  a  warm- 
hearted, brave,  patriotic,  honest  and  sincere 
man.  If  his  distinguishing  qualities  were 
not  such  as  constitute  statesmanship,  in  the 
highest  sense,  he  at  least  never  pretended 
to  other  merits  than  such  as  were  written 
to  his  credit  on  the  page  of  American  his- 
tory— not  attempting  to  disguise  the  de- 
merits which  were  equally  legible.  The 
majority  of  his  countrymen  accepted  and 
honored  him,  in  spite  of  all  that  calumny 
as  well  as  truth  could  allege  against  him. 
His  faults  may  therefore  be  truly  said  to 
have  been  those  of  his  time;  his  magnifi- 
cent virtues  may  also,  with  the  same  jus- 
tice, be  considered  as  typical  of  a  state  of 
society  which  has  nearly  passed  away. 


ARTIN  VAN  BU 


REN,  the  eiglith 
President  of  the 
United  States,  1837 
'41,  was  born  at  Kin- 
derhook.  New  York, 
December  5,  1782. 
His  ancestors  were  of  Dutch 
origin,  and  were  among  the 
earliest  emigrants  from  Hol- 
land to  the  banks  of  the 
Hudson.    His  father  was  a 
tavern-keeper,  as  well  as  a 
farmer,  and  a  very  decided 
Democrat. 
Martin  commenced  the  study 
of  law  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  politics  before  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  twenty.  In  1803  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  village. 
In  1809  he  removed  to  Hudson,  the  shire 
town  of  his  county,  where  he  spent  seven 
years,  gaining  strength  by  contending  in 
the  courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men 
who  have  adorned  the  bar  of  his  State. 
The  heroic  example  of  John  Quincy  Adams 
in  retaining  in  office  every  faithful  man, 
without  regard  to  his  political  preferences, 
had  been  thoroughly  repudiated  by  Gen- 
eral Jackson.    The  unfortunate  principle 
was  now  fully  established,  that  "to  the 
victor  belong  the  spoils."    Still,  this  prin- 
ciple, to  which  Mr.  Van  Buren  gave  his  ad- 


herence, was  net  devoid  of  inconveniences. 
When,  subsequently,  he  attained  power 
which  placed  vast  patronage  in  his  hands,' 
he  was  heard  to  say :  "  I  prefer  an  office 
that  has  no  patronage.  When  I  give  a  man 
an  office  I  offend  his  disappointed  competi- 
tors and  their  friends.  Nor  am  I  certain  of 
gaining  a  friend  in  the  man  I  appoint,  for, 
in  all  probability,  he  expected  something 
better." 

In  1812  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  elected  to 
the  State  Senate.  In  1815  he  was  appointed 
Attorney-General,  and  in  18 16  to  the  Senate 
a  second  time.  In  18 18  there  was  a  great 
split  in  the  Democratic  party  in  New  York, 
and  Mr.  Van  Buren  took  the  lead  in  or- 
ganizing that  portion  of  the  party  called 
the  Albany  Regency,  which  is  said  to  have 
swayed  the  destinies  of  the  State  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century. 

In  1 82 1  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
convention  for  revising  the  State  Constitu- 
tion, in  which  he  advocated  an  extension  of 
the  franchise,  but  opposed  universal  suf- 
frage, and  also  favored  the  propqgal  that 
colored  persons,  in  order  to  vote,  should 
have  freehold  property  to  the  amount  of 
$250.  In  this  year  he  was  also  elected  to 
the  United  States  Senate,  and  at  the  con- 
clusion of  his  term,  in  1827,  was  re-elected, 
but  resigned  the  following  year,  having 
been  chosen  Governor  of  the  State.  In 
March,  1829,  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of 
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State  by  President  Jackson,  but  resigned 
in  April,  1831,  and  during  the  recess  of 
Congress  was  appointed  minister  to  Eng. 
land,  whither  he  proceeded  in  September, 
but  the  Senate,  when  convened  in  Decern, 
ber,  refused  to  ratify  the  appointment. 

In  May,  1832,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  nomi- 
nated as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Vice- 
President,  and  elected  in  the  following 
November.  May  26,  1836,  he  received  the 
nomination  to  succeed  General  Jackson  as 
President,  and  received  170  electoral  votes, 
out  of  283. 

Scarcely  had  he  taken  his  seat  in  the 
Presidential  chair  when  a  financial  panic 
swept  over  the  land.  Many  attributed 
this  to  the  war  which  General  Jackson  had 
waged  on  the  banks,  and  to  his  endeavor  to 
secure  an  almost  exclusive  specie  currency. 
Nearly  every  bank  in  the  country  was  com- 
pelled to  suspend  specie  payment,  and  ruin 
pervaded  all  our  great  cities.  Not  less  than 
254  houses  failed  in  New  York  in  one  week. 
All  public  works  were  brought  to  a  stand, 
and  there  was  a  general  state  of  dismay. 
President  Van  Buren  urged  the  adoption  of 
the  independent  treasury  system,  which 
was  twice  passed  in  the  Senate  and  defeated 
in  the  House,  but  finally  became  a  law  near 
the  close  of  his  administration. 

Another  important  measure  was  the  pass- 
age of  a  pre-emption  law,  giving  actual  set- 
tlers the  preference  in  the  purchase  of 
public  lands.  The  question  of  slavery,  also, 
now  began  to  assume  great  prominence  in 
national  politics,  and  after  an  elaborate 
anti-slavery  speech  by  Mr.  Slade,  of  Ver- 
mont, in  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
Southern  members  withdrew  for  a  separate 
consultation,  at  which  Mr.  Rhett,  of  South 
Caroling,  proposed  to  declare  it  expedient 
that  the  Union  should  be  dissolved ;  but 
the  matter  was  tided  over  by  the  passage 
of  a  resolution  that  no  petitions  or  papers 
relating  to  slavery  should  be  in  any  way 
considered  or  acted  upon. 

8 


In  the  Presidential  election  of  1840  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  nominated,  without  opposi- 
tion, as  the  Democratic  candidate,  William 
H.  Harrison  being  tlie  candidate  of  the 
Whig  party.  The  Democrats  carried  only 
seven  States,  and  out  of  294  electoral  votes 
only  sixty  were  for  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  re- 
maining 234  being  for  his  opponent.  The 
Whig  popular  majority,  however,  was  not 
large,  the  elections  in  many  of  the  States 
being  very  close.  ' 

March  4,  1841,  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired 
from  the  Presidency.  From  his.fine  estate 
at  Lindenwald  he  still  exerted  a  powerful 
influence  upon  the  politics  of  the  countr}'. 
In  1844  he  was  again  proposed  as  the 
Democratic  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
and  a  majority  of  the  delegates  of  the 
nominating  convention  were  in  his  favor ; 
but,  owing  to  his  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed annexation  of  Texas,  he  could  not 
secure  the  requisite  two-thirds  vote.  His 
name  was  at  length  withdrawn  by  his 
friends,  and  Mr.  Polk  received  the  nomina- 
tion, and  was  elected. 

In  1848  Mr.  Cass  was  the  regular  Demo- 
cratic candidate.  A  schism,  however, 
sprang  up  in  the  party,  upon  the  question 
of  the  permission  of  slavery  in  the  newly- 
acquired  territory,  and  a  portion  of  the 
party,  taking  the  name  of  "  Frce-Soilers," 
nominated  Mr.  Van  Buren.  They  drew 
away  sufficient  votes  to  secure  the  election 
of  General  Taylor,  the  Whig  candidate. 
'After  this  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  to  his  es- 
tate at  Kinderhook,  where  the  remainder 
of  his  life  was  passed,  with  the  exception  of 
a  European  tour  in  1853.  He  d'<-'d  :»t 
Kinderhook,  July  24,  1S62,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years. 

Martin  Van  Buren  was  a  great  and  good 
man,  and  no  one  will  question  his  right  to 
a  high  position  among  those  who  have 
been  the  successors  of  Washington  in  the 
faithful  occupancy  of  the  Presidential 
chair. 
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I  L  L  I  A  M  HENRY 
HARRISON,  the 
ninth  President  of 
tlie  United  States, 
1841,  was  born 
February  9,  1773, 
in  Charles  County, 
Virginia,  at  Berkeley,  the  resi- 
dence of  his  father,  Governor 
Benjamin  Harrison.  He  studied 
at  Hampden,  Sidney  College, 
with  a  view  of  entering  the  med- 
ical profession.  After  graduation 
he  went  to  Philadelphia  to  study 
medicine  under  the  instruction  of 
Dr.  Rush. 
George  Washington  was  then  President 
Df  the  United  States.  The  Indians  were 
committing  fearful  ravages  on  our  North- 
western frontier.  Young  Harrison,  either 
lured  by  the  love  of  adventure,  or  moved 
by  the  sufferings  of  families  exposed  to  the 
most  horrible  outrages,  abandoned  his  med- 
ical studies  and  entered  the  army,  having 
obtained  a  commission  of  ensign  from  Pres- 
ident  Washington.  The  first  duty  assigned 
him  was  to  take  a  train  of  pack-horses 
bound  to  Fort  Hamilton,  on  the  Miami 
River,  about  forty  miles  from  Fort  Wash- 
ington.   He   was  soon  promoted  to  the 


rank  of  Lieutenant,  and  joined  the  army 
which  Washington  had  placed  under  the 
command  of  General  Wayne  to  prosecute 
more  vigorously  the  war  with  the  In- 
dians. Lieutenant  Harrison  received  great 
commendation  from  his  commanding  offi- 
cer,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Captain,  and  placed  in  command  at  Fort 
Washington,  now  Cincmnati,  Ohio. 

About  this  time  he  married  a  daughter 
of  John  Cleves  Symmes,  one  of  the  fron- 
tiersmen who  had  established  a  thriving 
settlement  on  the  bank  of  the  Maumee. 

In  1797  Captain  Harrison  resigned  his 
commission  in  the  army  and  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  and 
ex-officio  Lieutenant-Governor,  General  St. 
Clair  being  then  Governor  of  the  Territory. 
At  that  time  tSje  law  in  reference  to  the 
disposal  of  the  pmDlic  lands  was  such  that 
no  one  coulcPpTfrchase  in  tracts  less  than 
4,000  acres.  Captain  Harrison,  in  the 
face  of  violent  opposition,  succeeded  in 
obtaining  so  much  ■  of  a  modification  of 
this  unjust  law  that  the  land  was  sold  in 
alternate  tracts  of  640  and  320  acres.  The 
Northwest  Territory  was  then  entitled 
to  one  delegate  in  Congress,  and  Cap- 
tain  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that  of- 
fice.   In  1800  he  was  appointed  Governor 
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of  Indiana  Territory  and  soon  after  or 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  also  Superin 
tendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  so  well  did  he 
fulfill  these  duties  that  he  was  four  times 
appointed  to  this  office.  During  his  admin- 
istration he  effected  thirteen  treaties  with 
the  Indians,  by  which  the  United  States 
acquired  60,000,000  acres  of  land.  In  1804 
he  obtained  a  cession  from  the  Indians  of 
all  the  land  between  the  Illinois  River  and 
the  Mississippi 

In  1812  he  was-  made  Major-General  of 
Kentucky  militia  and  Brigadier-General 
in  the  army,  with  the  command  of  the 
Northwest  frontier.  In  1813  he  was  made 
Major-General,  and  as  such  won  much  re- 
nown by  the  defense  of  Fort  Meigs,  and  the 
battle  of  the  Thames,  October  5,  1813.  In 
1 8 14  he  left  the  army  and  was  employed  in 
Indian  affairs  by  the  Government. 

In  18 16  General  Harrison  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  National  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  represent  the  district  of  Ohio. 
In  the  contest  which  preceded  his  election 
he  was  accused  of  corruption  in  respect  to 
the  commissariat  of  the  army.  Immedi- 
ately upon  taking  his  seat,  he  called  for  an 
inves^gation  of  the  charge,  A  committee 
was  appointed,  and  his  vindication  was 
triumphant.  A  high  compliment  was  paid 
to  his  patriotism,  disinterestedness  and 
devotion  to  the  public  service.  For  these 
services  a  gold  medal  was  presented  to  him 
with  the  thanks  of  Congress. 

In  1 8 19  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio,  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  Presiden- 
tial electors  of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote 
to  Henry  Clay.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
In  1828  he  was  appointed  by  President 
Adams  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Colom- 
bia, but  was  recalled  by  General  Jackson 


immediately  after  the  inauguration  of  the 
latter. 

Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States, 
General  Harrison  retired  to  his  farm  at 


North  Bend,  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  six- 
teen miles  below  Cincinnati,  where  for 
twelve  years  he  was  clerk  of  the  County 
Court.  He  once  owned  a  distillery,  but 
perceiving  the  sad  effects  of  whisky  upon 
the  surrounding  population,  he  promptly 
abandoned  his  business  at  great  pecuniary 
sacrifice. 

In  1836  General  Harrison  was  brought 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
Van  Buren  was  the  administration  candi- 


date; the  opposite  party  could  not  unite, 
and  four  candidates  were  brought  forward. 
General  Harrison  received  seventy-three 
electoral  votes  without  any  general  concert 
among  his  friends.  The  Democratic  party 
triumphed  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  chosen 
President.  In  1839  General  Harrison  was 
again  nominated  for  the  Presidency  by  the 
Whigs,  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  Mr 
Van  Buren  being  the  Democratic  candi 


date.  General  Harrison  l  eceived  234  elec- 
toral votes  against  sixty  for  his  opponent. 
This  election  is  memorable  chiefly  for  the 
then  extraordinary  means  employed  during 
the  canvass  for  popular  votes.  Mass  meet- 
ings and  processions  were  introduced,  and 
the  watchwords  "  log  cabin  "  and  "  hard 
cider  "  were  effectually  used  by  the  Whigs, 
and  aroused  a  popular  enthusiasm. 

A  vast  concourse  of  people  attended  his 
inauguration.  His  address  on  that  occasion 
was  in  accordance  with  his  antecedents,  and 
jgave  great  satisfaction.  A  short  time  after  he 
took  his  seat,  he  was  .seized  by  a  pleurisy- 
fever,  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  April  4,  just  one  short  month  after 
lis  inauguration.  His  death  was  universally 
regarded  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  National 
calamities.  Never,  since  the  death  of 
Washington,  were  there,  throughout  one 
land,  such  demonstrations  of  sorrow.  Not 
one  single  spot^  can  be  found  to  sully  his 
fame;  and  through  all  ages  Americans  will 
pronounce  with  love  and  reverence  the 
name  of  William  Henry  Harrison. 
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^^OHN  TYLER,  the  tenth 
President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in 
Charles  City  County, 
Virginia,  March  29, 1790. 
Mis  father.  Judge  John 
Tyler,  possessed  large 
landed  estates  in  Virginia, 
and  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguisiied  men  of  his 
day,  filling  the  offices  of 
"  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Delegates,  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  Governor 
of  the  State. 
At  the  early  age  of  twelve 
young  John  entered  William  and  Mary 
College,  and  graduated  with  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  He  then  closely 
applied  himself  to  the  study  of  law,  and  at 
nineteen  years  of  age  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  When  only  twenty- 
one  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  acted  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  advocated  the  measures  of 
lefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving 
nearly  the  unanimous  vote  of  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  Congress.  He  advo- 
cated a  strict  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  most  careful  vigilance  over 


State  rights.  He  was  soon  compelled  to 
resign  his  seat  in  Congress,  owing  to  ill 
health,  but  afterward  took  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  he  exerted  a 
powerful  influence  in  promoting  public 
works  of  great  utility. 

In  1825  Mr.  Tyler  was  chosen  Governor 
of  his  State — a  high  honor,  for  Virginia 
had  many  able  men  as  competitors  for 
the  prize.  His  administration  was  signally 
a  successful  one.  He  urged  forward  inter- 
nal improvements  and  strove  to  remove 
sectional  jealousies.  His  popularity  secured 
his  re-election.  In  1827  he  was  elected 
United  States  Senator,  and  upon  taking  his 
seat  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposition.  He 
opposed  the  tariff,  voted  against  the  bank 
as  unconstitutional,  opposed  all  restrictions 
upon  slavery,  resisted  all  projects  of  inter- 
nal improvements  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's views  of  nullification,  and  declared 


that  General  Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to 
the  nullificrs,  had  abandoned  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party.  Such  was  Mn 
Tyler's  record  in  Congress. 


This  hostility  to  Jackson  caused  Mr. 
Tyler's  retirement  from  the  Senate,  after 
his  election  to  a  second  term-  He  soon 
after  removed  to  Williamsburg  for  the 
better  education  of  his  children,  and  again 
took  his  scat  in  the  Legislature. 
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In  1839  he  was  sent  to  the  National  Con- 
vention at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  Presi- 
dent. General  Harrison  received  a  majority 
of  votes,  much  to  the  disappointment  of  the 
South,  who  had  wished  for  Henry  Clay. 
In  order  to  conciliate  the  Southern  Whigs, 
John  Tyler  was  noiTiinated  for  Vice-Presi- 
dent. Harrison  and  Tyler  were  inaugu- 
rated March  4,  1841.  In  one  short  month 
from  that  time  President  Harrison  died, 
and  Mr.  Tyler,  to  his  own  surprise  as  well 
as  that  of  tlie  nation,  found  himself  an 
occupant  of  the  Presidential  ciiair.  His 
position  was  an  exceedingly  difficult  one, 
as  he  was  opposed  to  the  main  principles  of 
the  party  which  had  brought  him  into 
power.  General  Harrison  had  selected  a 
\Vhig  cabinet.  Should  he  retain  them,  and 
thus  surround  himself  with  councilors 
whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own? 
or  should  he  turn  against  the  party  that 
had  elected  him,  and  select  a  cabinet  in 
harmony  with  himself?  This  was  his  fear- 
ful dilemma. 

President  Tyler  deserves  more  charity 
than  he  has  received.  He  issued  an  address 
to  the  people,  which  gave  general  satisfac- 
tion. He  retained  the  cabinet  General 
Harrison  had  selected.  His  veto  of  a  bill 
chartering  a  new  national  bank  led  to  an 
open  quarrel  with  the  party  which  elected 
him,  and  to  a  resignation  of"  the  entire 
cabinet,  except  Daniel  Webster,  Secretary 
of  State. 

President  Tyler  attempted  to  conciliate. 
He  appointed  a  new  cabinet,  leaving  out  all 
strong  party  men,  but  the  Whig  members 
of  Congress  were  not  satisfied,  and  they 
published  a  manifesto  September  13,  break- 
ing olf  all  political  relations.  The  Demo- 
crats had  a  majority  in  the  House;  the 
Whigs  in  the  Senate.  Mr.  Webster  soon 
found  it  necessary  to  resign,  being  forced 
out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends. 

April  12, 1844,  President  Tyler  concluded, 
through  Mr.  Calhoun,  a  treaty  for  the  an- 
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ne-\ation  ot  Texas,  whicli  was  rejected  by 
the  Senate ;  but  he  effected  his  object  in  the 
closing  days  of  his  administration  by  the 
passage  of  the  joint  resolution  of  March  i 
1845. 

He  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency  by 
an  informal  Democratic  Convention,  held 
at  Baltimore  in  May,  1844,  but  soon  with- 
■  drew  from  the  canvass,  perceiving,  that  he 
had  not  gained  the  confidence  of  the  Demo- 
crats at  large. 

Mr.  Tyler's  administration  was  particu- 
larly unfortunate.  No  one  was  satisfied. 
Whigs  and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him. 
Situated  as  he  was,  it  is  more  than  can 
be  expected  of  humwi  nature  that  he 
should,  in  all  cases,  have  acted  in  the  wisest 
manner;  but  it  will  probably  be  the  verdict 
of  all  candid  men,  in  a  careful  review  of  his 
career,  that  John  Tyler  was  placed  in  a 
position  of  such  difficulty  that  he  could  not 
pursue  any  course  which  would  not  expose 
him  to  severe  censure  and  denunciation. 

In  1813  Mr.  Tyler  married  Lctitia  Chris- 
tian, who  bore  him  tliree  sons  and  three 
daughters,  and  died  in  Washington  in  1842. 
June  26,  1844,  he  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Julia  Gardner,  of  New 
York.  He  lived  in  almost  complete  retire- 
ment from  politics  until  iJsbruary,  1861, 
when  he  was  a  member  of  the  abortive 
"peace  convention,"  held  at  Washington, 
and  was  chosen  its  President.  Soon  after 
he  renounced  his  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  and  was  elected  to  the  Confederate 
Congress.  He  died  at  Richmond,  January 
17,  1862,  after  a  short  illness. 

Unfortunately  for  his  memory  the  name 
of  John  Tyler  must  forever  be  associated 
with  all  tlie  misery  of  that  terrible  Re- 
bellion, whose  cause  he  openly  espoused. 
It  is  with  sorrow  that  history  records  that 
a  President  of  the  United  States  died  while 
defending  the  flag  of  rebellion,  which  was 
arrayed  against  the  national  banner  in 
deadly  warfare. 
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r'AMES  KNOX  POLK. 
Ihc  eleventh  President  of 
the  United  States,  1845- 
'49,  was  born  in  jNfeck- 
leiibiirg  County,  North 
Carolina,  November  2, 
1795.    He  was  the  eldest 
son  of  a  famil}'  of  six  sons 
and  four  daughters,  and  was 
;i  grand-nephew  (jf  Colonel 
Tiionias  Polk,  celcbratcil  in 
connection  with  the  Meck- 
lenburg Declaration  of  Tn- 
dcpcndcncc. 

In  1806  his  father,  Samuel 
Polk,  emigrated  with  his  fam- 
il3'  two  or  three  hundred  miles  west  to  the 
valley  of  the  Duck  River.  He  was  a  sur- 
veyor as  well  as  farmer,  and  graduallj'  in- 
creased in  wealth  luitil  he  became  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  region. 

In  the  c'^mmon  schools  James  rapidly  be- 
came proficient  in  all  the  common  branches 
of  an  English  education.  In  1S13  he  was 
sent  to  Murfreesboro  Academy,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  1815  entered  the  sophomore  class 
in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at 
Chapel  Hill,  graduating  in  1818.'  After  a 
short  season  of  recreation  he  went  to  Nash- 
ville and  entered  the  law  office  of  Felix 
Grundy.    As  soon  as  he  had  his  finished 


legal  studies  and  been  admitted  to  the  bar, 
he  returned  to  Columbia,  the  shire  town  of 
Maury  County,  and  opened  an  office. 

James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  polit- 
ical faith  of  his  father,  which  was  that  of 
a  Jcffersonian  Republican.  In  1823  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  As 
a  "  strict  constructionist,"  he  did  not  think 
that  the  Constitution  empowered  the  Jp-en- 
eral  Government  to  carry  on  a  system  of 
internal  improvements  in  the  States,  but 
deemed  it  important  that  it  should  have 
that  power,  and  wished  the  Constitution 
amended  that  it  might  be  conferred.  Sub- 
sequently, however,  he  became  alarmed  lest 
the  General  Gpvernment  become  so  strong 
as  to  undertake  to  interfere  with  slavery. 
He  therefore  gave  all  his  influence  to 
strengthen  the  State  governments,  and  to 
check  the  growth  of  the  central  power. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss 
Mary  Childress,  of  Rutherford  Count}',  Ten- 
nessee. Had  some  one  then  whispered  to 
him  that  he  was  destined  to  become  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  must 
select  for  his  companion  one  who  would 
adorn  that  distinguished  station,  he  could 
not  have  made  a  more  fitting  choice.  She 
was  truly  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  culture. 

In  the  fall  of  1825  Mr.'  Polk  was  chosen 
a  member  of  Congress,  and  was  continu- 
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ously  re-elected  until  1839.  He  then  with- 
drew, only  that  he  might  accept  the 
gubernatorial  chair  of  his  native  State. 
He  was  a  warm  friend  of  General  Jackson, 
who  had  been  defeated  in  the  electoral 
contest  by  John  Quincy  Adams.  This 
latter  gentleman  had  just  taken  his  seat  in 
the  Presidential  chair  when  Mr.  Polk  took 
his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
He  immediately  united  himself  with  the 
opponents  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  was  soon 
regarded  as  the  leader  of  the  Jackson  party 
in  the  House. 

The  four  years  of  Mr.  Adams'  adminis- 
tration passed  away,  and  General  Jackson 
took  the  Presidential  chair.  Mr.  Polk  had 
now  become  a  man  of  great  influence  in 
Congress,  ana  was  chairman  of  its  most 
important  committee — that  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Eloquently  he  sustained  General 
Jackson  in  all  his  measures — in  his  hostility 
to  internal  improvements,  to  the  banks,  and 
to  the  tariff.  Eight  years  of  General  Jack- 
son's  administration  passed  away,  and  the 
powers  he  had  wielded  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Martin  Van  Buren  ;  and  still  Mr. 
Polk  remained  in  the  House,  the  advocate 
of  that  type  of  Democracy  which  those 
distinguished  men  upheld. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress  Mr. 
Polk  was  speaker  of  the  House.  He  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  general  satis- 
faction, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to 
him  was  passed  by  the  House  as  he  with- 
drew, March  4,  1839.  He  was  elected 
Governor  by  a  large  majority,  and  took 
the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville,  October  14, 
1839.  He  was  a  candidate  for  re-election 
in  1841,  but  was  defeated.  In  the  mean- 
time a  wonderful  revolution  had  swept 
over  the  country.  W.  H..Harrison,thc  Whig 
candidate,  had  been  called  to  the  Presiden- 
tial chair,  and  in  Tennessee  the  Whig  ticket 
had  been  carried  by  over  12,000  majority. 
Under  these  circumstances  Mr.  Polk's  suc- 
cess was  hopdcss.    Still  he  canvassed  the 
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State  with  iiis  Whig  competitor,  ]\Ir.  Jones, 
traveling  in  the  most  friendly  manner  to- 
gether, often  in  the  same  carriage,  and  at 
one  time  sleeping  in  the  same  bed.  Mr. 
Jones  was  elected  by  3.000  majority. 

And  now  the  question  of  the  annexation 
of  Tex-as  to  our  country  agitated  the  whole 
land.  When  this  question  became  national 
Mr.  Polk,  as  the  avowed  champion  of  an- 
nexation, became  the  Presidential  candidate 
of  the  pro-slaver}'  wing  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  George  M.  Dallas  their  candi- 
date for  tiie  Vice-Presidenc}'..  They  were 
elected  by  a  large  majorit}',  and  were  in- 
augurated March  4,  1845. 

President  Polk  formed  an  able  cabinet, 
consisting  of  James  Buchanan;  Robert  J. 
Walker,  William  L.  iMarcy,  feeorge  Ban- 
croft, Cave  Johnson  and  John  Y.  Mason. 
The  Oregon  boundary  question  was  settled, 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  was  created, 
the  low  tariff  ol  1846  was  carried,  the 
financial  system  of  the  Government  was 
reorganized,  the  Mexican  war  was  con- 
ducted, which  resulted  in  the  acquisition  of 
California  and  New  Mexico,  and  had  far- 
reaching  consequences  upon  the  later  fort- 
unes of  the  republic.  Peace  was  made. 
We  had  wrested  from  Mexico  territory 
equal  to  four  times  the  empire  of  France, 
and  five  times  that  of  Spain.  In  the  prose- 
cution of  this  war  we  expended  20,000 
lives  and  more  than  §100,000,000.  Of  this 
money  $15,000,000  were  paid  10  Mexico. 

Declining  to  seek  a  renomination,  Mr. 
Polk  retired  from  the  Presidency  March  4, 
1849,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  General 
Zachary  Taylor.  He  retired  to  Nashville, 
and  died  there  June  19,  1S49,  i"  the  fifty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age.  His  funeral  was  at- 
tended the  following  day,  in  Nashville,  with 
every  demonstration  of  respect.  He  left 
no  children.  Williout  being  possessed  of 
extraordinary  talent,  I\Ir..,Po!k  was  a  capable 
administrator  of  public  affairs,  and  irre- 
proachable in  private  life. 
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LOR, the  twelfth 
President  of  the 
United  States, 
1 849-' 50,  was  born 
in  Orange  County, 
Virginia,  Septem- 
17S4.    His  father, 
Richard  Taylor,  was  Colo- 
nel of  a  Virginia  regiment 
in  tiic  Revolutionary  war, 
and  removed  to  Kentucky 
in  1785  ;  purchased  a  large 
plantation   near  Louisville 
and  became  an  influential  cit- 
izen ;  was  a  member  of  the  convention  that 
framed  the  Constitution  of  Kentucky;  served 
in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature ;  was 
Collector  of  the  port  of  Louisville  under 
President  Washington ;  as  a  Presidential 
elector,  voted  for  Jefferson,  Madison,  Mon- 
roe and  Clay ;  died  January  19,1829.  ~ 
Zachary  remained  on  his  father's  planta- 
tion until  1S08,  in  which  year  (May  3)  he 
was  appointed   First   Lieutenant  in  the 
Seventh  Infantry,  to  fill  a  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  his  elder  brother, 
Hancock.  Up  to  this  point  he  had  received 
but  a  limited  education. 

Joining  his  regiment  at  New  Orleans,  he 


was  attacked  with  yellow  fever,  with  nearly 
fatal  termination.  In  November,  18 10,  he 
was  promoted  to  Captain,  and  in  the  sum- 
mer  of  18 12  he  was  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Wabash 
River,  nqar  the  present  site  of  Terre  Haute, 
his  successful  defense  of  which  with  but  a 
handful  of  men  against  a  large  force  of 
Indians  which  had  attacked  him  was  one  of 
the  first  marked  military  achievements  of 
•the  war.  He  was  then  brevetted  Major, 
and  in  18 14  promoted  to  the  full  rank. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  war  Taylor 
was  actively  employed  on  the  Western 
frontier.  In  the  peace  organization  of  1815 
he  was  retained  as  Captain,  but  soon  after 
resigned  and  settled  near  Louisville.  In 
May,  1816,  however,  he  re-entered  the  army 
as  Major  of  the  Third  Infantry;  became 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Eighth  Jnfantry 
in  1819,  and  in  1832  attained  the  Colonelcy 
of  the  First  Infantry,  of  which  he  had  been 
Lieutenant-Colonel  since  1821.  On  different 
occasions  he  had  been  called  to  Washington 
as  member  of  a  military  board  for  organiz- 
ing the  militia  of  the  Union,  and  to  aid  the 
Government  with  his  knowledge  in  the 
organization  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  having 
for  many  years  discharged  the  duties  of 
Indian  agent  over  large  tracts  of  Western 
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country.  He  served  through  the  Black 
Hawk  war  in  1832,  and  in  1837  was  ordered 
to  take  command  in  Florida,  then  the  scene 
of  war  with  the  Indians. 

In  1846  he  was  transferred  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Southwest,  from 
which  he  was  relieved  the  same  year  at  his 
own  request.  Subsequently  he  was  sta- 
tioned on  the  Arkansas  frontier  at  Forts 
Gibbon,  Smith  and  Jesup,  which  latter  work 
had  been  built  under  his  direction  in  1822. 

May  28,  1 84s,  ^'^  received  a  dispatch  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  informing  him  of  the 
receipt  of  information  by  the  President 
"that  Texas  would  shortly  accede  to  the 
terms  of  annexation,"  in  which  event  he 
was  instructed  to  defend  and  protect  her 
from  "  foreign  invasion  and  Indian  incur- 
sions." He  proceeded,  upon  the  annexation 
of  Texas,  with  about  1,500  men  to  Corpus 
Chnsti,  where  his  force  was  increased  to 
some  4,000. 

Taylor  was  brevetted  Major-General  May 
28,  and  a  month  later,  June  29,  1846,  his  full 
commission  to  that  grade  was  is?  led.  After 
needed  rest  and  reinforcement,  he  advanced 
in  September  on  Monterey,  which  city  ca- 
pitulated after  three-days  stubborn  resist- 
ance. Here  he  took  up  his  winter  quarters. 
The  plan  for  the  invasion  of  Mexico,  by 
way  of  Vera  Cruz,  with  General  Scott  in 
command,  was  now  determined  upon  by 
the  Govenrment,  and  at  the  moment  Taylor 
was  about  to  resume  active  operations,  he 
received  orders  to  send  the  larger  part  of 
his  force  to  reinforce  the  army  of  General 
Scott  at  Vera  Cruz.  Though  subsequently 
reinforced  by  raw  recruits,  yet  after  pro- 
viding a  garrison  for  Monterey  and  Saltillo 
he  had  but.  about  5,300  effective  troops,  of 
which  but  500  or  600  were  regulars.  In 
this  weakened  condition,  however,  he  was 
destined  to  achieve  his  greatest  victor}'. 
Confidently  relying  upon  his  strength  at 
Vera  Cruz  to  resist  the  enemy  for  a  long 

time,  Santa  Anna  directed  his  entire  army 
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against  Taylor  to  overwhelm  him,  and  then 
to  return  to  oppose  the  advance  of  Scott's 
more  formidable  invasion.  The  battle-  of 
Buena  Vista  was  fought  February  22  and 
23,  1847.  Taylor  received  .the  thanks  of 
Congress  and  a  gold  medal,  and  "  Old 
Rough  and  Ready,"  the  sobriquet  given 
him  in  the  army,  became  a  liousehold  word. 
He  remained  in  quiet  possession  of  the 
Rio  Grande  Valley  until  November,  when 
he  returned  to  the  United  States. 

In  the  Whig  convention  which  met  at 
Philadelphia,June  7,  1848,  Taylor  was  nomi- 
nated on  the  fourth  ballot  as  candidate  of 
the  Whig  party  for  President,  over  Henry 
Clay,  General  Scott  ancl  Daniel  Webster. 
In  November  Taylor  received  a  majority 
of  electoral  votes,  and  a  popular  vote  of 
1,360,752,  against  1,219,962  for  Cass  and 
Butler,  and  291,342  for  Van  Burcn  and 
Adams.  General  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
March  4,  1849. 

The  free  and  slave  States  being  then  equal 
in  number,  the  struggle  for  supremac}'  on 
the  part  of  the  leaders  in  Congress  was 
violent  and  bitter.  In  the  summer  of  1849 
California  adopted  in  convention  a  Consti- 
tution prohibiting  slavery  within  its  borders. 
Taylor  advocated  the  immediate  admission 
of  California  with  her  Constitution,  and  the 
postponement  of  the  question  as  to  the  other 
Territories  until  they  could  hold  conven- 
tions and  decide  for  themselves  whether 
slavery  should  exist  within  their  borders. 
This  policy  ultimately  prevailed  through 
the  celebrated  "  Compromise  Measures"  of 
I-Ienry  Clay ;  but  not  during  the  life  of  the 
brave  soldier  and  patriot  statesman.  July 
5  he  was  taken  suddenly  ill  with  a  bilious 
fever,  which  proved  fatal,  his  death  occur- 
ring July  9,  1850.  One  of  his  daughters 
married  Colonel  W.  W.  S.  Bliss,  his  Adju- 
tant-General and  Chief  of  Staff  in  Florida 
and  Mexico,  and  Private  Secretary  during 
his  Presidency.  Another  daughter  was 
married  to  Jefferson  Davis. 
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I  L  L  A  R  D  FILL- 
MORE, the  thir- 
tceiitli  President 
of  the  United 
States,  i850-'3,  was 
born   in  Summer 
Hill,   C  a  y  u  g  a 
County,  New  York,  Janu- 
ary 7,  iSoo.    He   was  of 
New  England  ancestry,  and 
his  educational  advantages 
were   limited.     He  early 
learned  the  clothiers'  trade, 
but  spent  all  his  leisure  time 
in  study.  At  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  was  induced  by 
Judge  Walter  Wood  to  abandon  liis  trade 
and  commence  the  study  of  law.  Upon 
learning  that  the  young  man  was  entirely 
destitute  of  means,  he  took  him  into  his 
own  office  and  loaned  him  such  money  as 
he  needed.    That  he  might  not  be  heavily 
burdened  with  debt,  young  Fillmore  taught 
school  during  the  winter  months,  and  in 
various  other  ways  helped  himself  along. 

At  the  age  of  twent)'--three  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  the  village  of  Aurora,  situated  on  the 


eastern  bank  of  the  Cayuga  Lake.  In  1825 
he  married  Miss  Abigail  Powers,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Lemuel  Powers,  a  lady  of  great- 
moral  worth.  In  1825  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  House  of  Assembly  of  his  native  State, 
as  Representative  from  Erie  County, 
whither  he  had  recently  moved. 

Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very 
active  part  in  politics  his  vote  and  his  sym- 
pathies were  with  the  Whig  party.  The 
State  was  then  Democratic,  but  his  cour- 
tesy, ability  and  integrity  won  the  respect 
of  his  associates.  In  1832  he  was  elected 
to  a  seat  in  the  United  States  Congress. 
At  the  close  of  his  term  he  returned  to  his 
law  practice,  and  in  two  years  more  he  was 
again  elected  to  Congress. 

He  now  began  to  have  a  national  reputa- 
tion. His  labors  were  very  arduous.  To 
draft  resolutions  in  the  committee  room, 
and  then  to  defend  them  against  the  most 
skillful  opponents  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
requires  readiness  of  mind,  mental  resources 
and  skill  in  debate  such  as  few  possess. 
Weary  with  these  exhausting  labors,  and 
pressed  by  the  claims  of  his  private  affairs, 
Mr.  Fillmore  wrote  a  letter  to  his  constitu- 
ents  and  declined  to  be  a  candidate  foi-  re- 
election.   Notwithstanding  this  ccmmuni- 
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cation  his  friends  met  in  convention  and 
renominated  him  by  acclamation.  Though 
gratified  by  this  proof  of  their  appreciation 
of  his  labors  he  adhered  to  his  resolve  and 
returned  to  his  home. 

In  1847  Mr.  Fillmore  was  elected  to  the 
important  office  of  comptroller  of  the  State. 
In  entering  upon  the  very  responsible  duties 
which  this  situation  demanded,  it  was  nec- 
essary for  him  to  abandon  his  profession, 
and  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Albany.  In 
this  year,  also,  the  Whigs  were  looking 
around  to  find  suitable  candidates  for  the 
President  and  Vice-President  at  the  ap- 
proaching election,  and  the  names  of  Zach- 
ary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying  cry  of  the  Whigs.  On  the  4th 
of  March,  1849,  General  Taylor  was  inaug- 
urated President  and  Millard  Fillmore 
Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

The  great  question  of  slavery  had  as- 
sumed enormous  proportions,  and  perme- 
ated every  subject  that  was  brought  before 
Congress.  It  was  evident  that  the  strength 
of  our  institutions  was  to  be  severely  tried. 
July  9,  1850,  President  Taylor  died,  and,  by 
the  Constitution,  Vice-President  Fillmore 
became  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  agitated  condition  of  the  country 
brought  questions  of  great  delicacy  before 
him.  He  was  bound  by  his  oath  of  office 
to  execute  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
One  of  these  laws  was  understood  to  be, 
that  if  a  slave,  escaping  from  bondage, 
should  reach  a  free  State,  the  United  States . 
was  bound  to  do  its  utmost  to  capture  him 
and  return  him  to  his  master.  Most  Chris- 
tian men  loathed  this  law.  President  Fill- 
more felt  bound  by  his  oath  rigidly  to  see 
it  enforced.  Slavery  was  organizing  armies 
to  invade  Cuba  as  it  had  invaded  Texas, 
and  annex  it  to  the  United  States.  Presi- 
dent Fillmore  gave  all  the  influence  of  his 
exalted  station  against  the  atrocious  enter- 
prise. 

Mr.  Fillmore  had  serious  difficulties  to 
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contend  with,  since  the  opposition  had  a 
majority  in  both  Houses.  He  did  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  conciliate  the  South, 
but  the  pro-slavery  party  in.,  that  secticin 
felt  the  inadequency  of  all  measures  of  tran- 
sient  conciliation.  The  population  of  the 
free  States  was  so  rabidly  increasing  over 
that  of  the  slave  States,  that  it  was  inevita- 
ble that  the  power  of  the  Government 
should  soon  pass  into  the  hands  01  the  free 
States.  The  famous  compromise  measures 
were  adopted  under  Mr.  Fillniore^s  admin- 
istratioh,  and  the  Japan  expedition  was 
sent  out. 

March  4,  1853,  having  served  one  term. 
President  Fillmore  retired  from  office.  He 
then  took  a  long  tour  through  the  South,.^ 
where  he  met  with  quite  an  enthusiastic 
reception.  In  a  speech  at  Vicksburg,  al- 
luding to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  country, 
he  said: 

"  Canada  is  knocking  for  admission,  and 
Mexico  would  be  glad  to  come  in,  and 
without  saying  whether  it  would  be  right 
or  wrong,  we  stand  with  open  arms  to  re- 
ceive them;  for  it  is  the  manifest  destiny  of 
this  Government  to  embrace  the  whole 
North  American  Continent." 

In  185s  Mr.  Fillmore  went  to  Europe 
where  he  was  received  with  those  marked 
attentions  which  his  position  and  character 
merited.  Returning  to  this  country  in 
1856  he  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency 
by  the  "  Know-Nothing  "  party.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, the  Democratic  candidate  was 
the  successful  competitor.  Mr.  Fillmore 
ever  afterward  lived  in  retiremciit!  Dur- 
ing  the  conflict  of  civil  war  he  was  mostly 
silent.  It  was  generally  supposed,  how- 
ever, that  his  sympathy  was  with  the  South- 
ern Confederacy.  He  kept  aloof  from  tiie 
conflict  without  any  words  of  cheer  to  the 
one  party  or  the  other.  For  this  reason 
he  was  forgotten  by  both.  Me  died  of 
paralysis,  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  March  8, 
1874. 
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RANKLIN  PIERCE, 


the  fourteenth  Presi- 
dent of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,  Neu' 
Hampshire,  Novem- 
ber 23,  1804.  His 
father.  Governor 
Jenjaniin  Pierce,  was  a  Rev- 
lutionary  soldier,  a  man  of 
igid  integrity ;  was  for  sev- 
ral  years  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, a  member  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's council  and  a  General 
of  the  militia. 
Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 
As  a  boy  he  listened  eagerly  to  the  argu- 
ments of  his  father,  enforced  by  strong  and 
ready  utterance  and  earnest  gesture.  It 
was  in  the  days  U  intense  political  excite- 
ment, when,  all  over  the  New  England 
States,  Federalists  and  Democrats  were  ar- 
rayed so  fiercely  against  each  other. 

In  1820  he  entered  Bowdoin  College,  at 
Brunswick,  Maine,  and  graduated  in  1824, 
and  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Judge  Woodbury,  a  very  distin- 
guished lawyer,'and  in  1827  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  He  practiced  with  great  success 
in  Hillsborough  and  Concord.    He  served 


in  the  State  Legislature  four  years,  the  last 
two  of  which  he  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the 
House  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833  he  was  elected  a  member  of  Con- . 
gress.    In  1837  he  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  com- 
menced  his  administration?"'' 

In  1834  he  married  Miss  Jane  Means 
Appleton.  a  lady  admirably  fitted  to  adorn 


every  station  with  which  her  husband  was 
honored.  Three  sons  born  to  them  all 
found  an  early  grave. 

Upon  his  accession  to  office.  President 
Polk  appointed  Mr.  Pierce  Attorney-Gen- 
eral  of  the  United  States,  but  the  offer  was 
declined  in  consequence  of  numerous  pro- 
fessional engagements  at  home  and  the 
precarious  state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health. 
About  the  same  time  he  also  declined  the 
nomination  for  Governor  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr.  Pierce 
into  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment 
of  Brigadier-General,  he  embarked  with  a 
portion  of  his  troops  at  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  May  27,  1847.  He  served  during 
this  war,  and  distinguished  himself  by  his 
bravery,  skill  and  excellent  judgment. 
When  he  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State  he  was  enthusiastically  received  by 
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the  advocates  of  the  war,  and  coldly  by  its 
opponents.  He  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  frequently  taking  an  active  part 
in  political  questions,  and  giving  his  sup- 
port to  the  pro-slaver)'  wing  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

June  12, 1852,  the  Democratic  convention 
met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate 
for  the  Presidency.  For  four  days  they 
continued  in  session,  and  in  thirty-five  bal- 
lotings  no  one  had  received  the  requisite 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  had  been 
thrown  thus  far  for  General  Pierce.  Then 
the  Virginia  delegation  brought  forward 
his  name,  There  were  fourteen  more  bal- 
lotings,  during  .  which  General  Pierce 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth 
ballot,  he  received  282  votes,  and  all  other 
candidates  eleven.  General  Winfield  Scott 
was  the  Whig  candidate.  General  Pierce 
was  elected  with  great  unanimity.  Onl}' 
four  States — Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Ken- 
tuck}'  and  Tennessee — cast  their  electoral 
votes  against  him.  March  4,  1853,  he  was 
inaugurated  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  William  R.  King,  Vice-President. 

President  Pierce's  cabinet  consisted  of 
William  S.  Marcy,  James  Guthrie,  Jefferson 
Davis,  James  C.  Dobbin,  Robert  McClel- 
landj  James  Campbell  and  Caleb  Cushing. 

At  the  demand  of  slavery  the  Missouri 
Compromise  was  repealed,  and  all  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  Union  were  thrown  open  to 
slavery.  The  Territory  of  Kansas,  west  of 
Missouri,  was  settled  by  emigrants  mainl)' 
from  the  North.  According  to  law,  they 
were  about  to  meet  and  decide  whether 
slavery  or  freedom  sliould  be  the  law  of 
that  realm.  Slaver}'  in  Missouri  and 
other  Southern  States  rallied  her  armed 
legions,  marched  them  into  Kansas,  took 
possession  of  the  polls,  drove  away  the 
citizens,  deposited  their  own  votes  by 
handfuls,  went  through  the  farce  of  count- 
ing them,  and  then  declared  that,  by  an 
overwhelming  majority,  slavery  was  estab- 


lished in  Kansas.  Tliese  facts  nobody 
denied,  and  yet  President  Pierce's  adminis- 
tration  felt  bound  to  respect  tlic  decision 
obtained  by  such  votes.  The  citizens  of 
Kansas,  the  majority  of  whorii  were  free- 
State  men,  met  in  convention  and  adopted 
tiie  following  resolve : 

"Resolved,  That  the  body  of  men  who, 
for  the  past  two  months,  have  been  passing 
laws  for  the  people  of  our  Territ(U-y, 
moved,  counseled  and  dictated  to  by  the 
demagogues  of  other  States,  arc  to  us  a 
foreign  body,  representing  only  the  lawless 
invaders  who  elected  them,  and  not  tiie 
people  of  this  Territory;  that  we  repudiate 
their  action  as  the  monstrous  consummation 
of  an  act  of  violence,  usurpation  and  fraud 
imparallelcd  in  the  history  of  the  Union." 

Tiie  free-State  people  of  Kansas  al.so  sent 
a  petition  to  the  General  Government,  im- 
ploring its  protection.  lu  reply  the  Presi- 
dent issued  a  proclamation,  declaring  that 
Legislature  thus  created  must  be  recog- 
nized as  (he  legitimate  Legislature  of  Kan- 
sas, and  that  its  laws  were  binding  upon 
the  people,  and  that,  if  necessary,  tiie  wiiolc 
force  of  the  Governmental  an  /Svonlil  be 
put  forth  to  inforce  those  laws. 

James  Buchanan  succeeded  him  in  the 
Presidency,  and,  March  4,  1857,  President 
Pierce  retired  to  his  home  in  Concord, 
New  Hampshire.  When  the  Rebellion 
burst  forth  Mr.  Pierce  remained  steadfast 
to  the  principles  he  had  always  cherished, 
and  gave  his  sympathies  to  the  pro-slavery 
party,  with  which  he  had  ever  been  allied. 
He  declined  to  do  anytliing,  cither  by 
voice  or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hands  ol 
the  National  Government.  He  resided  in 
'Concord  until  his  death, which  occurred  in 
October,  1869.  lie  was  one  of  tiie  most 
genial  and  social  of  men,  generous  to 
a  fault,  and  contributed  liberally  of  his 
moderate  means  for  the  alleviation  of  suf- 
fering and  want.  He  was  an  honored 
communicant  of  the  Episcopal  church. 


'AMES  gUCHANAxN.  the 
fiftecntli  President  of  the 
United  States,  1857-61, 
was    born   in  Franklin 
Count  y,  Pennsylvania, 
April  23,  1 79 1.  The 
place  where  his  father's 
cabin  stood   was  called 
Stony  Batter,  and  it  was 
situated  in  a  wild,  romantic 
spot,  in  a  gorge  of  mount- 
ains, with  towering  sum 
mits  rising  all  around.  He 
was  of  Irish  ancestry,  his 
fatlier  having  emigrated  in- 
1783.  ^vith  very  little  prop- 
erty, save  his  own  strong  arms. 
^  James  remained  in  his  secluded  home  for 
eight  years  enjoying  very  few  social  or 
intellectual  advantages.    His  parents  were 
uidustrious,  frugal,  prosperous  and  intelli- 
gent.   In  1799  his  father  removed  to  Mer- 
ccrsburg,    where   James   was  placed  in 
sciiool  and  commenced  a  course  in  English, 
Greek  and  Latin.    I  lis  progress  was  rapid 
and  in  1801  he  entered  Dickinson  College 
at  Carlisle.    Here  he  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution,  and  was 
able  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects 
with  facility.    In  1809  he  graduated  with 
the  highest  honors  in  his  class. 

He  was  then  eighteen  years  of  age,  tall, 


graceful  and  in  vigorous  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sports,  an  unerring  shot  and  en- ' 
livened  with  an  exuberant  flow  of  animal 
spirits.    He  immediately  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812.    He  rose 
very  rapidly  in  his  profession  and  at  once 
took  undisputed  stand  with  the  ablest  law- 
yers of  the  State.    When  but  twenty-si.s- 
years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  sue- 
cessfully  defended  before  the  State  Senate 
one  of  the  Judges  of  the  State,  who  was 
tried  upon  articles  of  impeachment.  At 
the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally  admitted 
that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar,  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had 
a  more  extensive  or  lucrative  practice. 

In  18 12,  just  after  Mr.  Buchanan  had 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  the  law,  our 
second  war  with  England  occurred.  With 
all  his  powers  he  sustained  the  Govern- 
ment, eloquently  urging  the  rigorous  pros- 
ecution of  the  war;  and  even  eiilisHng  as  a 
private  soldier  to  assist  in  repelling  the 
British,  who  had  sacked  Washington  and 
were  threatening  Baltimore.  He  was  at 
that  time  a  Federalist,  but  when  the  Con- 
stitution was  adopted  by  both  parties, 
Jefferson  truly  said.  "We  are  all  Federal- 
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ists;  we  are  all  Republicans." 

The  opposition  of  the  Federalists  to  the 
war  with  England,  and  the  alien  and  sedi- 
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tion  laws  of  John  Adams,  brought  the  party 
into  dispute,  and  the  name  of  Federalist 
became  a  reproach.  Mr.  Buchanan  almost 
immediately  upon  entering  Congress  began 
to  incline  more  and  more  to  the  Repub- 
licans. In  the  stormy  Presidential  election 
of  1824,  in  which  Jackson,  Clay,  Cravvfor(;i 
and  John  Quincy  Adajag.  were  candidates, 
Mr.  Buchanan  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson  and  unrelentingly  opposed  the 
adminisiration  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
General  Jackson  appointed  Mr.  Buchanan, 
minister  to  Russia.  Upon  his  return  in  1 833 
he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met  as  his  associates, 
Webster.  Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He 
advocated  the  measures  proposed  by  Presi- 
dent Jackson  of  making  reprisals  against 
France,  and  defended  the  course  of  the  Pres- 
ident in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removals  from  office  of  those  who  were  not 
the  supporters  of  his  administration.  Upon 
this  question  he  was  brought  into  direct  col- 
lision with  Henry  Clay.  In  the  discussion 
of  the  question  respecting  the  admission  of 
Michigan  and  Arkansas  into  the  Union,  Mr. 
Buchanan  defined  his  position  by  saying: 

"  The  older  I  growr,  the  more  I  am  in- 
clined to  be  what  is  called  a  State-rights 
man." 

M.  de  Tocqueville,  in  his  renowned  work 
upon  "Democracy  in  America,"  foresaw 
the  trouble  which  was  inevitable  from  the  ■ 
doctrine  of  State  sovereignty  as  held"  by 
Calhoun  and  Buchanan.  He  was  con- 
yinced  that  the  National  Government  was 
losing  that  strength-  which  was  essential 
to  its  ow.n  existence,  and  that  the  States 
were  assuming  powers  which  threatened 
the  perpetuity  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Buchanan 
reqeived  the  book  in  the  Senate  and  de- 
clared the  fears  of  De  Tocqueville  to  be 
groundless,  and  yet  he  livejl  to  sit  in  the 
Presidential  chair  and  see  State  after  State, 
in  accordance  with  his  own  views  of  State 


rights,  breaking  from  the  .Union,  thus 
Ci'umbling  our  Republic  into  ruins;  while 
the  unhappy  old  man  folded  his  afms  in 
despair,  declaring  that  the  'National  Consti- 
tution invested  him  witl/no  power  to  arrest 
the  destruction. 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presi- 
dency, Mr.  Buchanan  became  Secretary  of 
State,  and  aS  such  took  his  share  of  the 
responsibility  in  the  conduct  of  the  Mexi- 
can war.  At  the  close  of  Mr.  Polk's  ad- 
ministration, Mr.  Buchanan  retired  to  pri- 
vate life;  but  his  intelligence,  and  his  great 
ability  as  a  statesman,  enabled  him  to  exert 
a  powerful  influence  in  National  affairs. 

Mr.  Pierce,  upon  his  election  to  the 
Presidency,  honored  Mr.  Buchanan  with 
the  mission  to  England.  In  the  year  1856 
the  National  Democratic  convention  nomi- 
nated Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidenc}'. 
The  political  conflict  was  one  Ijf  the  most 
severe  in  whicii  our'  country  has  ever  en- 
gaged. On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  Mr. 
Buchanan  was  inaugurated  President.  His 
cabinet  were  Lewis  Cass.  Howell  Cobb, 
J.  B.  Floyd,  Isaac  Toucey,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, A.  v.  IBrown  and  J.  S.  Black. 

The  disruption  of  the  Democratic  party, 
in  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
issue  of  the  nationality  of  slavery  was 
pressed  by  the  Southern  wing,  occurred  at 
the  National  convention,  held  at°  Charleston 
in  April,,  i860,  for  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Buchanan's  successor,  when  the  majority 
of  Southern  delegates  withdrew  upon  the 
passage  of  a  resolution  declaring  that  the 
constitutional  status  of  slavery  should  be 
determined  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

In  the  next  Presidential  canvass  Abra- 
ham ^Lincoln  was  nominated  b}'  the  oppo- 
nents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration. 
Mr.  Buchanan  remained  in  Washington 
long  enough  to  see  his  successor  installed 
and  then  retired  to  his  home  in  Wheatland. 
He  died  June  i,  1868,  aged  seventy-seven 
years. 
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BRAHAM  LIN 


COLR  the  sixteenth 
President  of  the 
United  States,  i86i-'5, 
was  born  February 
12,  1809,  in  Larue 
(then  Hardin)  County, 
Kentucky,  in  a  cabin  on  Nolan 
Creek,  three  miles   west  of 
Hudgensville.     His  parents 
were  Thomas  and  Nancy 
(Hanks')  Lincoln.    Of  his  an- 
cestry and  early  years  the  little 
that  is  known  may  bj^est  be 
given  in  his  own  language)!  "  My 
parents  were  both  born  in  Virginia,  of  un- 
distinguished families— second  families,  per- 
haps I  should  say.    My  mother,  who  died 
in  my  tenth  year,  was  of  a  family  of  the 
name  of  Hanks,  some  of  whom  now  remain 
in  Adams,  and  others  in  Macon  County, 
Illinois.    My  paterna'  grandfather,  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  emigrated  from  Rockbridge 
County,  Virginia,  to  Kentucky  in  1781  or 
1782,  where,  a  year  or  two  later,  he  was 
killed  by  Lidians— not  in  battle,  but  by 
Stealth,  when  he  was  laboring  to  open  a 
farm  in  the  forest.  His  ancestors,  who  were 
Quakers,  went  to  Virginia  from  Berks 
County,  Pennsylvania;   An  effort  to  iden- 


tify them  with  the  New  England  family  of 
the  same  name  ended  in  nothing  more  defi- 
nite  than  a  similarity  of  Christian  names  in 
both  families,  such  as  Enoch,  Levi,  Mor- 
decai,  Solomon,  Abraham  and  the  like. 
My  father,  at  the  death  of  his  father,  was 
b|''^  irix  years  of  age,  and  he  grew  up,  liter- 
ally;  without  education.  He  removed  from 
Kentucky  to  what  is  now  Spencer  County, 
Indiana,  in  my  eighth  year.  We  reached 
our  new  home  about  the  time  the  State  came 
into  the  Union.  It  was  a  wild  region,  with 
bears  and  other  wild  animals  still  in  the 
woods.    There  I  grew  to  manhood. 

"  There  were  some  schools,  so  called,  but 
no  qualification  was  ever  required  of  a 
teacher  beyond  '  readin'i  writin',  and  cipher- 
in'  to  the  rule  of  three.'  If  a  straggler,  sup- 
posed to  understand  Latin,  happened  to 
sojourn  in  the  neighborhood,  he  was  looked 
upon  as  a  wizard.  There  was  absolutely 
nothing  to  excite  ambition  for  education. 
Of  course,  when  I  came  of  age  I  did  not 
know  much.  Still,  somehow,  I  could  read, 
write  and  cipher  to  the  rule  of  three,  and 
that  was  all.  I  have  not  been  to  school 
since.  The  little  advance  I  now  have  upon 
this  store  of  education  I  have  picked  up 
from  time  to  time  under  the  pressure  of 
necessity.  I  was  raised  to  farm-work,  which 
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I  continued  till  I  was  twenty-two.  At 
twenty-one  I  carae  to  Illinois  and  passed 
the  first  year  in  Macon  County.  Then  I  got 
to  New  Salem,  at  that  time  in  Sangamon, 
now  in  Menard  County,  where  I  remained, 
a  year  as  a  sort  of  clerk  in  a  store, 

"  Then  came  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  I 
was  elected  a  Captain  of  volunteers — a  suc- 
cess which  gave  me  more  pleasure  than  any 
I  have  had  since.  I  went  the  campaign, 
was  elated ;  ran  for  the  Legislature  the 
same  year  (1832)  and  was  beaten,  the  only 
time  I  have  ever  been  beaten  by  the  people. 
The  next  and  three  succeeding  biennial 
elections  I  was  elected  to  the  Legislature, 
and  was  never  a  candidate  afterward. 

"  During  this  legislative  period  I  had 
studied  law,  and  removed  to  Springfield  to 
practice  it.  In  1846  I  was  elected  to  the 
Lower  House  of  Congress ;  was  not  a  can- 
didate for  re-election.  From  1849  to  1854, 
inclusive,  I  practiced  the  law  more  assid- 
uously than  ever  before.  Always  a  Whig 
in  politics,  and  generally  on  the  Whig  elec- 
toral tickets,  making  active  canvasses,  I  was 
losing  interest  in  politics,  when  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise  roused  me 
agam.  What  i  have  done  since  is  pretty 
well  known." 

The  early  residence  of  Lincoln  in  Indi- 
ana was  sixteen  miles  north  of  the  Ohio 
River,  on  Little  Pigeon  Creek,  one  and  a 
half  miles  east  of  Gentryville,  within  the 
present  township  of  Carter.  Here  his 
mother  died  October  5,  18 18,  and  the  next 
year  his  father  married  Mrs.  Sally  (Bush') 
Johnston,  of  Elizabethtowh,  Kentucky.  She 
was  an  affectionate  foster-parent,  to  whom 
Abraham  was  indebted  for  his  first  encour- 
agement to  study.  He  became  an  eager 
reader,  and  the  few  books  owned  in  the 
vicinity  were  many  times  perused.  •  He 
.worked  frequently  for  the  neighbors  as  a 
farm  laborer ;  was  for  some  time  clerk  in  a 
store  at  Gentryville ;  and  became  famous 

throughout  .that  region  for  his  athletic 
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powers,  his  fondness  for  argument,  his  in- 
exhaustible fund  of  humerous  anecdote,  as 
well  as  for  mock  oratory  arid  the  composi- 
tion of  riide  satirical  verses./  In  1828  he 
made  a  trading  voyage  to  New  Orleans  as 
"bow-hand"  on  a  flatboat;  removed  to 
Illinois  in  1830;  helped  his  father  build  a 
log  house  and  clear  a  farm  on  the  north 
fork  of  Sangamon  River,  ten  miles  west  of 
Decatur,  and  was  for  some  time  employed 
in  splitting  rails  for  the  fences — a  fact  which 
was  prominently  brought  forward  for  a 
political  purpose  thirty  years  later. 

In  the  spring  of  1851  he,  with  two  of  his 
relatives,  was  hired  to  build  a  flatboat  on 
the  Sangamon  River  and  navigate  it  to 
New  Orleans.  The  boat  "stuck"  on  a 
mill-dam,  and  was  got  off  with  great  labor 
through  an  ingenious  mechanical  device 
which  some  years  later  led  to  Lincoln's 
taking  out  a  patent  for  "an  improved 
method  for  lifting  vessels  over  shoals." 
This  V03'age  was  memorable  for  another 
reason — the  sight  of  slaves  chained,  mal- 
treated and  flogged  at  New.  Orleans  was 
the  origin  of  his  deep  convictions  upon  the 
slaver}'  question. 

Returning  from  this  voyage  he  became  a 
resident  for  several  years  at  New  Salem,  a 
recently  settled  village  on  the  ^angamon, 
where  he  was  successively  a  clerk,  grocer, 
surveyor  and  postmaster,  and  acted  as  pilot 
to  the  first  steamboat  that  ascended  the 
.Sangamon.  Here  he  studied  law,  inter- 
ested himself  in  local  politics  after  his 
return  from  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and 
became  known  as  an  effective  "stump- 
speaker."  The  subject  of  his  first  political 
speech  was  the  improvement  of  the  channel 
of  the  Sangamon,  and  the  chief  ground  on 
which  he  announced  himself  (1832)  a  candi- 
date fpr  the  Legislature  was  his  advocacy 
of  this  popular  measure,  on  wliich  subject 
his  practical  experience  made  him  the  high- 
est authority. 

Elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1834  as  a 
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'•  Henry  Cla^  Whig,"  he  rapidly  acquired 
that  command  of  language  and  that  homely 
but  forcible  rhetoric  which,  added  to  his 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  people  from 
which  he  sprang,  made  him  more  than  a 
match  in  debate  for  his  few  well-educated 
opponents. 

Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1837  he  soon 
established  himself  at  Springfield,  where 
the  State  capital  was  located  in  1839, 
largely  through  his  influence;  became  a 
successful  pleader  in  the  State,  Circuit  and 
District  Courts ;  married  in  1842  a  lady  be- 
longing to  a  prominent  family  in  Lexington, 
Kentucky;  took  an  active  part  in  the  Pres- 
idential campaigns  of  1840  and  1844  as 
candidate  for  elector  on  the  Harrison  and 
\Clay  tickets,  and  in  1846  was~elected  to  the 
United  States  House  of  Representatives 
over  the  celebrated  Peter  Cartwright. 
During  his  single  term  in"  Congress  he  did 
not  attain  any  prominence. 

He  voted  for  the  reception  of  anti-slavery 
petitions  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
in  the  District  df  Columbia  and  for  the 
Wilmot  proviso ; but  was  chiefly  remem- 
bei-ed  foi(\  the  stand  he  took  against  the 
Mexican  war.  For  several  years  there- 
after he  took  Comparatively  little  interest 
in  politics,  but  gained  rfc;  leading  position  at 
the  Springfield  baiv  Two  or  three  non- 
political  lectures  and  an  eulogy  on  Henry 
Clay  (1852)  added  nothing  to  his  reputation. 

In  1854  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise  by  the  Kansas-Nebraska  act 
aroused  Lincoln  from  his  indifference,  and 
in  attacking  that  measure  he  had  the  im- 
mense advantage  of  knowing  perfectly  well 
the  motives  and  the  record  of  its  author, 
Stephen  A.  Douglas,  of  Illinois,  then  popu- 
larly designated  as  tTie  "  Little  Giant."  The 
latter  came  to  Springfield  in  October,  1854, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  State  Fair,  to  vindi- 
cate his  policy  in  the  Senate,  and  the  "  Anti- 
Nebraska"  Whigs,  remembering  that  Lin- 
coln had  often  measured  his  strength  with 


Douglas  in  the  Illinois  Legislature  and  be- 
fore the  Springfield  Courts,  engaged  hira 
to  improvise  a  reply.  This  speech,  in  the 
opinion  of  those  who  heard  it,  was  one  of 
the  greatest  efforts  of  Lincoln's  life;  cer- 
tainly the  most  effective  in  his  whole  career. 
It  took  the  audience  by  storm,  and  from 
that  moment  it  was  felt  that  Douglas  had' 
met  his  match.  Lincoln  was  accordingly 
selected  as  the  Anti-Nebraska  candidate  for 
the  United  States  Senate  in  place  of  General 
Shields,  whose  term  expired  March  4, 1855, 
and  led  to  several  ballots ;  but  Trumbull 
was  ultimately  chosen. 

The  second  conflict  on  the  soil  of  Kan- 
sas,  which  Lincoln  had  predicted,  soon  be- 
gan. The  result  was  the  disruption  of  the 
Whig  and  the  formation  of  the  Republican 
party.  At  the  Bloomington  State  Conven- 
tion in  1856,  where  the  new  party  first 
assumed  form  in  Illinois,  Lincoln  made  an 
impressive  address,  in  which  for  the  first 
time  he  took  distinctive  ground  against 
slavery  in  itself. 

At  the  National  Republican  Convention 
at  Philadelphia,  June  17,  after  the  nomi- 
nation of  Fremont,  Lincoln  was  put  for- 
ward by  the  Illinois  delegation  for  the 
Vice-Presidency,  and  received  on  the  first 
ballot  1 10  votes  against  259  for  William  L, 
Dayton.    He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 


canvass,  being  on  the  electoral  ticket.. 

In  1858  Lincoln  was  unanimously  nomi- 
nated by  the  Republican  State  Convention 
as  its  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate 
in  place  of  Douglas,  and  in  his  speech  of 
acceptance  used  the  celebrated  illustration 
of  a  "house  divided  against  itself "  on  the 
slavery  question,  which  was,  perhaps,  the 
cause  of  his  defeat.  The  great  debate  car- 
ried on  at  all  the  principal  towns  of  Illinois 
between  Lincoln  and  Douglas  as  rival  Sena- 
torial candidates  resulted  at  the  time  in  the 
election  of  the  latter ; '  but  being  widely  cir- 
culated as  a  campaign  document,  it  fixed 
the  attention  of  the  country  upon  the 
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.  former,  as  the  clearest  and  most  convino 
ing  exponent  of  Republican  doctrine. 

Early  in  1859  he  began  to  be  named  in 
Illinois  as  a  suitable  Republican  candidate 
for  the  Presidential  campaign  of  the  ensu- 
ing year,  and  a  political  address  delivered 
at  the  Cooper  Institute,  New  York,  Febru- 
ary 27,  i860,  followed  by  similar  speeches 
at  New  Haven,  Hartford  and  elsewhere  in 
New  England,  first  made  him  known  to  the 
Eastern  States  in  the  light  by  which  he  had 
long  been  regarded  at  home.  By  the  Re- 
publican State  Convention,  which  met  at 
Decatur,  Illinois,  May  9  and  10,  Lincoln 
was  unanimously  endorsed  for  the  Presi- 
dency. It  was  on  this  occasion  that  two 
rails,  said  to  have  been  split  by  his  hands 
thirty  years  before,  were  brought  into  the 
convention,  and  the  incident  contributed 
much  to  his  popularity.  The  National 
Republican  Convention  at  Chicago,  after 
spirited  efforts  made  in  favor  of  Seward, 
Chase  and  Bates,  nominated  Lincoln  for 
the  Presidency,  with  Hannibal  Hamlin 
for  Vice-President,  at  the  same  time  adopt- 
ing a  vigorous  ant^-slavery  platform. 

The  Democratic  party  having'  been  dis- 
organized and  presenting  two  candidates, 
Douglas'  and  Breckenridge,-and  the  rem- 
nant of  the  "  American"  party  having  put 
forward  John  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  the  Re- 
publican victory  was  an  easy  one,  Lincoln 
being  elected  November  6  by  a  large  plu- 
rality,  comprehending  nearly  all  the  North- 
ern States,  but  none  of  the  Southern.  Thfe 
secession  of  South  Carolina  and  the  Gulf 
States  was  the  immediate  result,  followed 
a  few  months  later  by  th^t  of  the  border 
slave  States  and  the  outbreak  of  the  great 
civil  war. 

The  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  became 
thenceforth  merged  in  the  history  of  his 
country.  None  of  the  details  of  the  vast 
conflict  which  filled  the  remainder  of  Lin- 
coln's life  can  here  be  given.  Narrowly 
escaping  assassination  by  avoiding  Balti- 
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more  on  his  way  to  the  capital,  he  reached 
Washington  February  23,  and  was  inaugu- 
rated President  of  the  United  States  March 
4,  1 86 1.  .  / 

In  his  inaugural  address  lie  said:  "  I  hold, 
that  in  contemplation  of  universal  law  and 
the  Constitution  the  Union  of  these  States  is 
perpetual.  Perpetuity  is  implied  if  not  ex- 
pressed in  the  fundamental  laws  of  all  na- 
tional governments.  It  is  safe  to  assert 
that  no  government  proper  ever  had  a  pro- 
vision in  its  organic  law  for  its  own  termi- 
nation. I  therefore  consider  that  in  view 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  the  Union 
is  unbroken,  and  to  the  extent  of  my  ability 
I  shall  take  care,  as  the  Constitution  en- 
joins upon  me,  that  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  be  extended  in  all  the  States.  In 
doing  this  there  need  be  no  bloodshed  or  vio-. 
lence,  and  therq  shall  be  none  unless  it  be 
forced  upon  the  national  authority.  The 
power  conferred  to  me  will  be  used  to  hold, 
occupy  and  possess  the  property  and  places 
belonging  to  the  Government,  and  to  col- 
lect the  duties  and  imports,  but  beyond 
what  may  be  necessary  for  tiiese  objects 
there  will  be  no  invasion,  no  using  of  force 
against  or  among  the  people  anywhere.  In 
your  hands,  my  dissatisfied  fellow-countr}'- 
men,  is  the  momentous  issue  of  civil  war. 
The  Government  will  not  assail  you.  You 
can  have  no  conflict  without  being  your- 
selves the  aggressors.  You  have  no  oath 
registered  in  heaven  to  destroy  the  Gov- 
ernment, while  I  shall  have  the  most  sol- 
emn one  to  preserve,  protect  and  defend 
it." 

He  called  to  his  cabinet  his  principal 
rivals  for  the  Presidential  nomination  — 
Seward,  Chase,  Cameron  and  Bates;  se- 
cured the  co-operation  of  the  Union  Denio- 
crats,  headed  by  Douglas ;  called  out  7S,ooo, 
militia  from  the  several  States  upon  the  first 
tidings  of  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter, 
April  IS;  proclaimed  a  blockade  of  the 
Southern  posts  April  19;  called  an  extra 


t 


y°    PKBS/DBIf  TS   OF  t\ 

session  of  Congress  for  July  4,  from  which 
he  asked  and  obtained  400,000  men  and 
$400,000,000  for  the  war;  placed  McClellaji 
at  the  head  of  the  Federal  army  on  General 
Scott's  resijgnation.  October  31;  appointed 
Edwin  M.  Stanton  Secretary  of  War,  Jan- 
uary 14,  1862,  and  September  22,  1862, 
issued  a  proclamation  declaring  the  free- 
dom of  all  slaves  in  the  States  and  p-^rts  of 
States  tiien  in  rebellion  from  and  after 
January  i.  1863.  This  was  the  crowning- 
act  of  Lincoln's  career— the  act  by  which 
he  will  be  chiefly  known  through  all  future 
time — and  it  decided  the  war. 

October  t6, 1863,  President JUncoIn  called 
for  300,000  volunteers  to  replace  those 
whose  term  of  enlistment  had  expired; 
made  a  celebrated  and  touching,  though 
brief,  address,  at  the  dedication  of  the 
Gettysburg  military  cemetery,  November 
19,  1863;  commissioned  Ulysses  S.  Grant 
Lieutenant-General  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
March  9,  1864;  was  re-elected  President  in 
November  of  the  same  year,  by  a  large 
majority  over  General  McClellan.  with 
Andrew  Johnson*,  of  Tennessee,  as"  Vice- 
President;  delivered  a  very  remarkable  ad- 
dress at  his  second  inauguration,  March  4, 
1865;  visited  the  army  before  Richmond  the 
same  month;  entered  the  capital  of  the  Con- 
federacy the  day  after  its  fall,  and  upon  the 
surrender  of  General  Robert  E.  Lee's  army, 
April  9,  was  actively  engaged  TiTHevising 
generous  plans  for  the  reconstruction  of  the- 
Union,  when,  on  the  evening  of  Good  Fri- 
day,  April  14,  he  was  shot  in  his  box  at 
Ford's  Theatre,  Washington,  byjohn  Wilkes 
Booth,  a  fanatical  actor,  and  expired  early 
on  the  following  morning,  April  15.  Al- 
most simultaneously  a  murderous  attack 
was  made  upon  William  H.  Seward.  Secre- 
tary of  State.  ~ 

At  noon  on  the  isth  of  April  Andrew 
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Johnson  assumed  the  Presidency,  and  active 
measures  were  taken  which  resulted  in  the 
death  of  Booth  and  the  execution  of  his 
principal  accomplices. 

The  funeral  of  President  Lincoln  was 
conducted  with  unexampled  solemnity  and 
magnificence.  Impressive  services  were 
held  in  Washington,  after  which  the  sad 
procession  proceeded  over  the  same  route 
he  had  traveled  four  years  before,  from 
Springfield  to  Washington.  In  Philadel-' 
phia  his  body  lay  in  state  in  Independence 
Hall,  in  which  he  had  declared  before  his 
first  inauguration  "that  I  would  sooner  be 
assassinated  than  to  give  up  the  principles 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence."  He 
was  buried  at  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery,  near 
Springfield,  Illinois,  on  May  4,  where  a 
monument  emblematic  of  the  emancipation 
of  the  slaves  and  the  restoration  of  the 
Union  mark  his  resting  place. 

The  leaders  and  citizens  of  the  expiring 
Confederacy  expressed  genuine  indignation 
at  the  murder  of  a  generous  political  adver- 
sary. Foreign  nations  took  part  in  mourn- 
ing  the  death  of  a  statesman  who  had  proved 
himself  a  true  representative  of  American 
nationality.  The  freedmen  of  the  South 
almost  woirshi^ed  the  memory  of  their  de- 
liverer;  and  the  general  sentiment  of  the 
great  Nation  he  had  saved  awarded  him  a 
place  in  its  affections,  second  only  to  that 
held  by  Washington. 

The  characteristics  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
have  been  familiarly  known  tiiroughout  the 
civilized  world.  His  tall,  gaunt,  ungainly  ' 
figure,  homely  countenance,  and  his  shrewd 
mother-wit,  shqwn  in  his  celebrated  con- 
versations overflowing  in  humorous  and 
pointed  anecdote,  combined  with  an  accu- 
rate, intuitive  appreciation  of  the  questions 
of  the  time,  are  recognized  as  forming  the 
best  type  of  a  period  of  American  history 
now  rapidly  passing  away. 
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NDREVV  JOHNSON. 
the  seventeenth  Presi- 
dent of  the  United 
States,  iSes-^'g,  was 
born  at  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  De- 
c em b  e  r  29,  1808. 


His  father  died  when 
he  was  four  years  old,  and  in 
his  eleventh  year  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor.   He  nev- 
er attended  school,  and  did 
not  learn  to  read  until  late  in 
his  apprenticeship,  when  he 
suddenly,  acquired  a  passion  for 
obtaining  knowledge,  and  devoted 
all  his  spare  time  to  reading. 

After  working  two  years  as  a  journey- 
man tailor  at  Lauren's  Court-House,  South 
Carolina,  he  reifhoved,  in  1826,  to  Green- 
ville, Tennessee,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  and  married.  Under  his  wife's  in- 
structions he  made  rapid  progress  in  his 
education,  and  manifested  such  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  local  politics  as  to  be 
elected  as  "  workingmen's  candidate "  al- 
derman, in  1828,  and  mayor  in  1830,  being 
twice  re-elected  to  each  office. 

During  this  period  he  cultivated  his  tal- 
ents as  a  public  speaker  by  taking  part  in  a 


debating  society,  consisting  lat-gely  of  stu- 
dents of  Greenville  College.  In  1835,  and 
again  in  1839,  ^^'^^  chosen  to  the  lower 
house  of  the  Legislature,  as  a  Democrat. 
In  1841  he  was  elected  State  Senator,  and 
in  1843,  Representative  in  Congress,  being 
re-elected  four  successive  periods,  until 
1853,  when  he  was  chosen  Governor  of 
Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  supported  the 
administrations  of  Tyler  and  Polk  in  their 
chief  measures,  especially  the  annexation 
of  Texas,  the  adjustment  of  the  Oregon 
boundary,  the  Mexican  war,  and  the  tariff 
of  1846. 

In  1855  Mr.  Johnson  was  re  elected  Gov- 
ernor, and  'in  1857  entered  the  United 
States  Senate,  where  he  was  conspicuous 
as  an  advocate  of  retrenchment  and  of  the 
Homestead  bill,  and  as  an  opponent  of  the 
Pacific  Railroad.  He  was  supported  by  the 
Tennessee  delegation  to  the  Democratic 
convention  in  i860  for  the  Presidential 
nomination,  and  lent  his  influence  to  the 
Breckenridge  wing  of  that  party. 

When  the  election  of  Lincol  had 
brought  about  the  first  attempt  at  secession 
in  December,  i860,  Johnson  toolc  in  the 
Senate  a  firm  attitude  for  the  Union,  and 
in  May,  1861,  on  returning  to  Tennessee, 
he  was  in  imminent  peril  of  suffering  from 
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popular  violence  for  his  loyalty  to  the  "  old 
flag."  He  was  the  leader  of  the  Loyalists' 
convention  of  East  Tennessee,  and  during 
the  following  winter  was  very  active  in  or- 
ganizing  relief  for  the  destitute  loyal  refu- 
gees from  that  region,  his  own  family  being 
among  those  compelled  to  leave. 

By  his  course  in  this  crisis  Johnson  came 
promuiently  before  the  Northern  public 
and  when  in  March,  1862,  he  was  appointed 
by  President  Lincoln  military  Governor  of 
Tennessee,  with  the  rank  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, he  increased  in  popularity  bv  the  vig. 
orousand  successful  manner  in  "which  he 
labored  to  restore  order,  protect  Union 
men  and  punish  marauders.    On  the  ap 
proach  of  the  Presidential  campaign  of  1864 
the  termination  of  the  war  being  plainly 
foreseen,  and  several  Southern  States  being 
partially  reconstructed,  it  was  felt  that  the 
Vice-Presidency  should  be  given  to  a  South- 
ern man  of  conspicuous  loyalty,  and  Gov- 
ernor Johnson  was  elected  on  the  same 
platform  and  ticket  as  President  Lincoln; 
and  on  the  assassination  of  the  latt^FUlc' 
ceeded  to  ttie  Presidency,  April  15,  ,865. 
In  a  public  speech  two  days  later  he  said: 
"  The  American  people  must  be  tauo-ht  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a 
crime  and  must  be  punished;  that  the  Gov- 
ernment  will  not  always  bear  with  its  ene- 
mies; that  it  is  strong,  not  only  to  protect 
but  to  punish.    In  our  peaceful  history 
treason  has  been  almost  unknown.  The 
people  must  understand  that  it  is  the  black- 
est of  crimes,  and  will  be  punished."  He 
then  added  the  ominous  sentence:    "  In  re- 
gard to  my  future  course,  I  make  no  prom- 
ises, no  pledges."    President  Jolinson  re- 
tained the  cabinet  ofJJncoln,inia"^3?HTBited 
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considerable  severity  toward  traitors  in  his 
eariier  acts  and  speeches,  but  he  soon  inaug- 
urated a  policy  of  reconstruction,  proclaim- 
ing a  general  amnesty  to  the  late  Confeder- 
ates, and  successively  establishing  provi-s- 
ional  Governments  in  the  Southern  States. 


These  States  accordingly  claimed  represen- 
tation  in  Congress  in  the  following  Decern- 
ber,  and  the  momentous  question  of  what 
should  be  the  policy  of  the  victorious  Union 
toward  Its  late  armed  opponents  was  forced 
upon  that  body. 

Two  considerations  impelled  the  Repub.. 
hcan  majority  to  reject  the  policy  of  Presi 
dent  Johnson  :    First,  an  apprehension  that 
the  chief  magistrate  intended  to  undo  the  re-  • 
suits  of  the  war  in  regard  to  slavery;  and,sec- 
ond,  the  sullen  attitude  of  the  South,  which 
seemed  to  be  plotting  to  regain  the  policy 
which  arms  had  lost.  The  credentials  of  the 
Southern  members  elect  were  laid  on  the 
table,  a  civil  rights  bill  and  a  bill  extending 
the  sphere  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  were 
passed  over  the  executive  veto,  and  the  two 
highest  branches  of.  the  Government  were 
soon  in  open  antagonism.    The  action  of 
Congress  was  characterized  by  the  Presi- 
dent as  a  "  new  rebellion."   In  July  the 
cabinet  was  reconstructed,  Messrs.  Randall  • 
.Stanbiiry  and  Browning  taking  the~S&s 
of  Messrs.  Denison,  Speed  ans|i  Harlan^  and 
an  unsuccessful  attempt  wai's made  by 
means  of  a  general  convention  in  Philadel- 
phia to  form  a  new  party  on  the  basis  of  the 
administration  policy.  ' 

In  an  excursion  to  Chicago  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  laying  a  corner-stone  of  the  monu- 
ment to  Stephen  A.  Douglasr  President 
Johnson,  accompanied  by  several  members 
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Of  the  cabinet,  passed  through  Philadelphia, 
New  York  and  Albany,  in  each  of  which 
cities,  and  in  other  places  along  the  route, 
he  made  speeches  justifying  and  explaining 
his  own  policy,  and  violently  denouncing 
the  action  of  Congress. 

August  12,  1867,  President  Johnson  re- 
moved the  Secretary  of  War,  replacing 
him  by  General  Grant  Secretary  Stanton 
retired  under  protest,  based  upon  the  ten- 
ure-of-office  act  which  had  been  passed  the 
preceding  March.  The  President  then  is- 
sued a  proclamation  declaring  the  insurrec- 


6 


ANDREW  y&ffNSON. 


9; 


tion  at  an  end,  and  that  "  peace,  order,  tran- 
quility and  civil  authority  existed  in  and 
throughout  the  United  States."  Another 
proclamation  enjoined  obedience  to  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws,  and  an  amnesty 
was  published  September  7,  relieving  nearly 
all  the  participants  in  the  late  Rebellion 
from  the  disabilities  thereby  incurred,  on 
condition  of  taking  the  oath  to  support  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws.' 

In  December  Congress  refused  to  confirm 
the  removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  who 
thereupon  resumed  the  exercise  of  his  of- 
fice; but  February'  21,  1868,  President 
•Johnson  again  attempted  to  remove  him, 
appointing  General  Lorenzo  Thomas  in  his 
place.  Stanton  refused  to  vacate  his  post, 
and  was  sustained  b}'  thp  Senate, 
•  February  24  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives voted  to  impeach  the  President  for 
"  high  crime  and  misdemeanors,"  and  March 
5  presented  eleven  articles  of  impeachment 
•pn  the  ground  of  his  resistance  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  acts  of  Congress,  alleging,  in 
addition  to  the  offense  lately  committed, 
his  public  expressions  of  contempt  for  Con- 
gress, in  "certain  intemperate,  inflamvi.i- 
tory  and  scandalous  harangues"  pronounct'd 
in  August  and  September,  1866,  and  the:  e- 
after  declaring  that  the  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  was  not  a 
competent  legislative  body,  and  denying 
its  power  to  propose  Constitutional  amend- 
ments. March  23  the  impeachment  trial 
began,  the  President  appearing  by  counsel, 
and  resulted  in  acquittal,  the  vote  lacking 


one  of  the  two-thirds  vote  required  for 
conviction.  » 

The  remainder  of  President  Johnson's 
term  of  office  was  passed  witljdut  any  such 
conflicts  as  might  have  been  anticipated. 
He  failed  to  obtain  a  nomination  for  re- 
election by  the  Democratic  party,  though 
receiving  sixty-five  votes  on  the  first  ballot. 
July  4  and  December  25  new  proclamations 
of  pardon  to  the  participants  in  the  late 
Rebellion  were  issuec*,  but  were  of  little 
effect.  On  the  accession  of  General  Grant 
to  the  Presidency,  March  4,  1869,  Johnson 
returned  to  Greenville,  Tennessee.  Unsuc-^-/^ 
cessful  in  1870  and  1872  as  a  candidate  re-"' , 
spectively  for  United  States  Senator  and 
Representative,  he  was  finally  elected  to  the 
Senate  in  1875,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  extra 
session  of  March,  in  which  his  speeches 
were  comparatively  temperate.  He  died 
July  31,  1875,  and  was  buried  at  Green- 
ville. 

President  Johnson's  administration  was  a 
peculiarly  unfortunate  one.  That  he  should 
so  soon  become  involved  in  bitter  feud  with 
the  Republican  majority  in  Congress  was 
certainly  a  surprising  and  deplorable  inci- 
dent; yet,  in  reviewing  the  circumstances 
after  a  lapse  of  so  many  years,  it  is  easy  to 
find  ample  room  for  a  charitable  judgment 
of  both  the  parties  in  the  heated  contro- 
versy, since  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  any 
President,  even  T^incflli\  himself,  had  he 
lived,  must  have  sacrificed  a  large  portion 
of  his  popularity  in  carrying  out  any  pos- 
sible  scheme  of  reconstruction. 


'LYSSES  SIMPSON 
GRANT,  the  eight- 
eenth President  of  the 
United  States^  ii6g-7y, 
Avas  born  April  27, 1822, 
at  Point  Pleasant, 
Clermont  County, 
His  father  was  of  Scotch 
descent,  and  a  dealer  in  leather. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  en- 
tered the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point,  and  four  years  later, 
graduated  twenty-first  in  a  class 
of  thirty-nine,  receiving  the 
commission  of  Brevet  Second 
liieutenant.  He  was  assigned 
to  the  Fourth  Infantry  and  re- 
mained in  the  army  eleven  years.  He  was 
engaged  in  every  battle  of  the  Mexican  war 
except  that  of  Buena  Vista,  and  received 
two  brevets  for  gallantry. 

In  1848  Mr.  Grant  married  Julia,daughter 
of  Frederick  Dent,  a  prominent  merchant  of 
St.  Louis,  and  in  1854,  having  reached  the 
grade  of  Captain,  he  resigned  his  commis- 
sion in  the  army.  For  several  years  he  fol- 
lowed farming  near  St.  Louis,  but  unsuc- 
cessfully ;  and  in  i860  he  entered  the  leather 
trade  with  his  father  at  Galena,  Illinois. 

When  the  civil  war  broke  out  in  1861, 
Grant  was  tfiirty-nine  years  of  age,  but  en- 
tirely unknown  to  public  men  and  without 


any  personal  acquaintance  with  great  affairs. 
President  Lincoln's  first  call  for  troops  was 
made  on  the' 15th  of  April,  and  on  the  19th 
Gran t^  was  drilling  a  company  of  volunteers 
at  Galena.  He  also  offered  his  services  to 
the  Adjutant-General  of  the  army,  but  re- 
ceived no  reply,  .  The  Governor  of  Illinois, 
however,  employed  him  in  the  organization 
of  volunteer  troops,  and  at  the  end  of  five 
weeks  he  was  appointed  Colonel  of  the 
Twenty-first  Infantry.  He  took  command 
of  his  regiment  in  June,  and  reported  first 
to  General  Pope  in  Missouri.  His  superior 
knowledge  of  military  life  rather  surprised 
his  superior  officers,  who  had  never  before 
even  heard  of  him,  and  they  were,  thus  led 
to  place  him  on.the  road  to  rapid  advance- 
ment. August  7  he  was  commissioned  a 
Brigadier-General  of  volunteers,  the-  ap- 
pointment having  been  made  without  his 
knowledge.  He  ha.d  been  unanimously 
recommended  by  the  Congressmen  from 
Illinois,  not  one  of  whom  had  been  his 
personal  acquaintance.  For  a  few  weeks 
he  was  occupied  in  watching  the  move- 
ments of  partisan  forces  in  Missouri. 

September  i  he  was  placed  in  command 
of  the  District  of  Southeast  Missouri,  with 
headquarters  at  Cairo,  and  on  the  6th,  with- 
out orders,  he  seized  Paducah,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River,  and  commanding 
the  navigation  both  of  that  stream  and  0/ 


the  Ohio.   This  stroke  secured  Kentucky 
to  the  Union;  for  the  State  Legislature, 
which  had  until  then  affected  to  be  neutral, 
at  once  declared  in  favor  of  the  Govern' 
ment.  ■  In  November  following,  according 
to  orders,  he  made  a  demonstration  about 
eighteen  miles  below  Cairo,  preventing.the 
crossing  of  hostile  troops  into  Missouri; 
but  in  order  to  accomplish  this  purpose  he 
had  to  do  some  fighting,  and  that,  too,  with 
only  3,000  raw  recruits,  against  7,000  Con- 
federates.- Grant  carried  off  two  pieces  of 

•  artillery  and  200  prisoners. 

After  repeated  applications  to  General 
Halleck.  his  immediate  superior,  he  was 

•  allowed,  in  February,  1862,  to  move  up  the 
Tennessee  River  against  Fort  Henry,  in 
conjunction  with  a  naval  force.  The  gun- 
boats  silenced  the  fort,  and  Grant  immedi- 
ately made  preparations  to  attack  Fort 
Donelson,  about  twelve  miles  distant,  on 
the  Cumberland  River.   Without  waiting 

•  for  orders  he  moved  his  troops  there,  and 
with  15,000  men  began  the  siege.  The 
fort,  garrisoned  with  21,000  men,  was  a 
strong  one,  but  after  hard  fighting  on  three 
successive  days  Grant  forced  an  "Uncon 
ditional  Surrender"  (an  alliteration  upon 
the  initials  of  his  name).  Tlie  prize  he  capt- 
ured  consisted  of  sixty-five  cannOa,  17,600 
small  arms  and  14,623  soldiers.   About  4,. 
000  of  the  garrison  had  escaped  in  the  night, 
and. 2,506  were  killed  or  wounded.  Grant's 
entire  loss  was  less  than  2,000.  This  was  the 
first  important  success  won  by  the  national 
troops  during  the  war.  and  its  strategic  re- 
sults were  marked,  as  the  entire  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  at  once  fell  into  the 
National  hands.    Our  hero  was  made  a 
Major-General  of  Volunteers  and  placed  in 
command  of  the  District  of  West  Ten 
nessee. 

In  March,  1862,  he  was  ordered  to  move 
up  the  Tennessee  River  toward  Corinth 
where  the  Confederates  were  concentrat- 
ing a  large  army ;  but  he  was  directed  not 
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to  attack.    His  forces,  now  numbering  38 . 
000,  were  accordingly  encamped  near  Shi- 
loh,  or  Pittsburg  Landing  to  await  the 
arrival  o  General  BueH  with  40,000  more; 
but  April  6  the  Confederates  came  out  from 
Corinth  50,000  strong  and  attacked  Gnmt 
violently,  hoping  to  overwhelm  him  befbPT 
could  arrive ;  5,000  of  his  troops  were 
beyond  supporting  distance,  so  that  he  was 
largely  outnumbered  and  forced  back  to  the 
river,  where,  however,  he  held  out  until 
dark,  when  the  hedd  of.Buell's  column 
came  upon  the  field.    ThT^^JTday  the 
Confederates  were  driven  back  to  Corinth 
nineteen  miles.    The  loss  was  heavy  011 
both  sides;  ,grantj. being  senior  in  rank  to 
£uell,  commanded  on  botli  days.  Two 
days  afterwardHalleck  arrived  at  the  front 
and  assumed  command  of  the  army,  Grant 
remaining  at  the  head  of  the  right  wiiigW 
the  reserve.    On  May  30  Corinth  was 
evacuated  by  the  Confederates.    In  July 
Halleck  was  made  General-in-Chief,  and 
.gnrnt  succeeded  him  in  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Tennessee.  September 
19  the  battle  of  luka  was  fought,  where 
owing  toRosecrans's  fault,  only  an  incom- 
plete victory  was  obtained. 

Nex-t,  .QniPt.  with  30,000  men,  moved 
down  into  Mississippi  and  threatened  Vicks- 
burg,  while  Sherman,  with  40,000  men,  was 
sent  by  way  of  the  river  to  attack  that  place 
in  front;  but,  owing  to  Colonel  Murphy's  * 
surrendering  Holly  Springs  to'llTrani 
federates,  Grants  was  so  weakened  that  he 
had  to  retire  to  Corintii,  and  then  Sherman 
tailed  to  sustain  his  intended  attack!  — 
In  January,  1863,  General  Grant  took 
command  m  person  of  all  the  troops  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  and  spent  several  months 
m  fruitless  attempts  to  compel  the  surrender 
or  evacuation  of  Vicksburg;  but  July  4,  .  - 
following,  the  place  surrendered,  with  31 1  • 
600  men  and  172  cannon,  and  the  Mississippi 
River  thus  fell  permanently  into  tiie  hands 
of  the  Government.    Grant  was  made  a 
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Major-General  in  the  regular  army,  and  in 
October  following  he  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  same  month  he  went  to  Cliattanooga 
and  saved  the  Army  of  the  •  Cumberland 
from  starvation,  and  drove  Bragg  f rom  that 
part  of  the  country.  This  victory  over- 
threw the  last  important  hostile  force  west 
of  the  Alleghanies  and  opened  the  way  for 
the  National  armies  into  Georgia  and  Sher- 
man^ march  to  tiic  Gea. 

The  remarkable  series  of  successes  which 
Grant  had  now  achieved  pointed  him  out 
as  the  appropriate  leader  of  the  National 
armies,  and  accordingly,  in  February,  1864, 
the  rank  of  Licutenant-General  was  created 
for  him  by  Congress,  and  on  March  17  he 
assumed  command  of  the  armies  of  the 
United  States.  Planning  the  grand  final 
campaign,  he  sent  Sherman  into  Georgia, 
Sigcl  into  the  valley  of  Virginia,  and  Butler 
to  capture  Richmond,  while  he  fought  his 
own  way  from  the  Rapidan  to  the  James. 
The  costly  but  victorious  battles  of  the 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna  and 
Cold  Harbor  were  fought,  more  for  the 
purpose  of  annihilating  Lee  than  to  capture 
any  particular  point.  In  June,  1864,  the 
siege  of  Richmond  was  begun.  Sherman, 
meanwhile,  was  marching  and  fighting  daily 
in  Georgia  and  steadily  advancing  toward 
Atlanta ;  but  Sigel  had  been  defeated  in  the 
valley  of  Virginia,  and  was  superseded  by 
Hunter.  Lee  sent  Early  to  threaten  the  Na- 
tional capital ;  whereupon  Grant  gathered 
up  a  force  which  he  placed  under  Sheridan, 
and  that  commander  rapidly  drove  Early, 
inasucccssionof  battles,  through  the  valley 
of  Virginia  and  destroyed  his  ami}-  as  an 
organized  force.  The  siege  of  Richmond 
went  on,  and  Grant  made  numerous  attacks, 
but  was  only  partially  successful.  The 
people  of  the  North  grew  impatient,  and 
even  the  Government  advised  him  to 
abandon  the  attempt  to  take  Richmond  or 
crush  the  Confederacy  in  that  way ;  but  he 


never  wavered.  He  resolved  to  "  fiffht  it 
out  on  that  line,  if  it  took  all  summer." 

By  September  Sherman  had  made  his 
way  to  Atlanta,  and  Grant  then  sent  him 
on  his  famous  "  march  to  the  sea,"  a  route 
which  the  chief  had  designed  six  months 
before.    He  made. Sherman's  success  possi- 
ble, not  only  by  holding  Lee  in  front  of 
Richmond,  but  also  by  sending  reinforce- 
ments to  Thomas,  who  then  drew  off  and 
defeated  the  only  army  which  could  have 
confronted  Sherman.    Thus  the  latter  was 
left  unopposed,  and,  with  Thomas  and  Sheri- 
dan, was  used  in  the  furtherance  of  Grant's 
plans.    Each  executed  his  part  in  the  great 
design  and  contributed  his  share  to  the  re- 
sult at  which  Grant  was  aiming.  Sherman 
finally  reached  Savannah,  Schofield  beat 
the  enemy  at  Franklin,  Thomas  at  Nash- 
ville, and  Sheridan  wherever  he  met  him; 
and  all  this  while  General  Grant  was  hold- 
ing Lee,  with  the  principal  Confederate 
army,  near  Richmond,  as  it  were  chained 
and  helpless.    Then  Schofield  was  brought 
from  the  West,  and  Fort  Fisher  and  Wil- 
mington were  captured  on  the  sea-coast,  so 
as  to  afford  him  a  foothold  ;  from  here  he 
was  sent  into  the  interior  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Sherman  was  ordered  to  move 
northward  to  join  him.    When  all  this  was 
effected,  and  Sheridan  could  find  no  one  else 
to  fight  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  Grant 
brought  the  cavalry  leader  to  the  front  of 
Richmond,  and,  making  a  last  effort,  drove 
Lee  from  his  entrenchments  and  captured 
Richmond. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  final  campaign 
Lee  had  collected  73,000  fighting  men  in 
the  lines  at  Richmond,  besides  the  local 
militia  and  the  gunboat  crews,  amounting 
to  5,000  more.  Including  Sheridan's  force 
Grant  had  1 10,000  men  in  the  works  before 
Petersburg  and  Richmond.  Petersburg  fell 
on  the  2d  of  April,  and  Richmond  on  the 
3d;  and  Lee  fled  in  the  direction  of  Lynch- 
burg.    Grant  pursued  with  remorseless 
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energy,  only  stopping  to  strike  fresh  blows, 
and  Lee  at  last  found  himself  not  only  out- 
fought but  also  out-marched  and  out-gen- 
eraled.  Being  completely  surrounded,  he 
surrendered  on  the  9th  of  April,  1865,  at 
Appomattox  Court-House,  in  the  open  field, 
with  27,000  men,  all  that  remained  of  his 
army.  This  act  virtually  ended  the  war. 
Thus,  in  ten  days  Grant  had  captured 
Petersburg  and  Richmond,  fought,  by  his 
subordinates,  the  battles  of  Five  Forks  and 
Sailor's  .Creek,  besides  numerous  smaller 
ones,  captured  20,000  men  in  actual  battle, 
and  received  the  surrender  of  27,ocx)  more 
at  Appomattox,  absolutely  annihilating  an 
army  of  70,000  soldiers. 

General  Grant  returned  at  once  to  Wash- 
ington to  superintend  the  disbandment  of 
the  armies,  but  this  pleasurable  work  was 
scarcely  begun  when  President  Lincoln  was 
.  assassinated.    It  had  doubtless  been  in- 
tended to  inflict  the.  same  fate  upon  Grant : 
but  he,  fortunately,  on  account  of  leaving 
Washington  early  in  the  evening,  declined 
an  invitation  to  accompany  the  President 
to  the  theater  where  the  murder  was  com- 
mitted. This  event  made  Andrew  Johnson 
President,  but  left  Grant  by  far  the  most 
conspicuous  figure  in  the  public  life  of  the 
country.    He  became  the  object  of  an  en- 
thusiasm greater  than  had  ever  been  known 
in  America.    Every  possible  honor  was 
heaped  upon  him ;  the  grade  of  General 
was  created  for  him  by  Congress;  houses, 
were  presented  to  him  by  citizens;  towns 
v^'ere  illuminated  on  his  entrance  into- them ; 
and,  to  cap  the  climax,  when  he  made  his 
tour  around  the  world,  "all  nations  did  him 
honor"  as  "they  had  never  before  honored 
a  foreigner. 

The  General,  as  Commander-in-Chief, 
was  placed  in  an  embarrassing  position  by 
the  opposition  of  President  Johnson  to  the 
measures  o£  Congress ;  but  he  directly  man- 
ifested his  characteristic  loyalty  by  obeying 
Congress  rather  than  the  disaffected  Presi- 


dent, although  for  a  short  time  he  had 
served  in  his.  cabinet  as  Secretary  of  War. 

Of  course,  everybody  thought  of  General 
Grant  as  the  next  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  he  was  accordingly  elected  as 
such  in  1868  "by  a  large  majority,"  and 
four  years  later  re-elected  by  a  much  larger 
majority  —  the  most  overwhelming  ever 
given  by  the  people  of  this  country.  His  first 
administration  was  distinguished  by  a  ces- 
sation of  the  strifes  which  sprang  from  the 
war,  by  a  large  reduction  of  the  National 
debt,  and  by  a  settlement  of  the  ditificulties 
with  England  which  had  grown  out  of  the 
depredations  committed  by  privateers  fit- 
ted out  in  England  during  the  war.  Tiiis 
last  settlement  was  made  by  the  famous 
"Geneva  arbitration,"  which  saved  to  this 
Government  $15,000,000,  but,  more  than  all, 
prevented  a  war  with  England.    "  Let  us 
have  peace,"  was  Grant's  motto.    And  this 
is  the  most  appropriate  place  to  remark 
that  above  all  Presidents  whom  this  Gov- 
ernment has  ever  had.  General  Grant  was 
the  most  non-partisan.     He  regarded  the 
E.xecutive  office  as  purely  and  exclusively 
executive  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  irrespect- 
ive of  "politics,"    But  every  great  man 
has  jealous,  bitter  enemies,  a  fact  Grant 
was  well  aware  of. 

After  the  close  of  his  Presidency,  our 
General  made  his  famous  tour  around  the. 
world,  already  referred  to,  and  soon  after- 
ward, in  company  with  Ferdinand  Ward, 
of  New  York  City,  he  engaged  in  banking 
and  stock  brokerage,  which  business  was 
made  disastrous  to  Grant,  as  well  as  to  him- 
self, by  his  rascality  ^By  this  time  an  in- 
curable cancer  of  tlie^ongue  developed 
itself  in  the  person  of  the  afflicted  e.\- 
President,  which  ended  his  unrequited  life 
July  23,  1885.  Thus  passed  away  from 
earth's  turmoils  the  man,  the  General,  who 
was  as  truly  the  "  fatlier  of  this  regenerated 
country"  as  was  Washington  the  father  of 
the  infant  nation. 


UTHERFORD  BIRCH 
ARD  HAYES,  the  nine 
teenth    President  of 
the  United  States, 
^    i87;-'8i,  was  born  in 
^    Delaware,  Ohio,  Oc- 
tober  4,  1822.  His 
ancestry  can  be  traced  as  far 
back  as  1280,  when  Ha^res  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish 
chieftains  fighting  side  by  side 
with  Baliol,  William  Wallace 
and  Robert  Bruce^    Both  farai- 
lies  belonged  to  the  nobility, 
owned  extensive  estates  and  had 
a  large  following.    The  Hayes 
family  had,  for  a  coatof-arms,  a 
shield,  barred  and  surmounted  by  a  flying 
eagle.    There  was  a  circle  of  stars  about 
the  eagle  and  above  the  shield,  while  on  a 
scroll  underneath  the  shield  was  inscribed 
the  motto,  "Recte."  Misfortune  overtaking 
the  family.  George  Hayes  left  Scotland  in 
1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Connecticut. 
He  was  an  industrious  worker  in  wood  and 
iron,  having  a  mechanical  genius  and  a  cul- 
tivated mind.    His  son  George  was  born 
in  Windsor  and  remained  there  during  his 
life. 

Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  married 
Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  in  Simsbury,  Con- 


necticut.   Ezekiel,  son  of  Daniel,,  was  born 
m  1724,  and  was  a  manufacturer  of  scythes 
at    Bradford,    Connecticut.  Rutherford 
Hayes,  son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of 
President  Hayes^  was  born  in  New  Haven, 
in  August,  1756.    He  was  a  famous  black 
smith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  immigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in 
Brattleboro  where  he  established  a  hotel. 
Here  his  son  Rutherford,  father  of  Presi- 
dent Haxes,  was  born.  In  September,  1813, 
he  married  Sophia  Birchard,  of  Wilming. 
ton,  Vermont,  whose  ancestry  on  the  male 
side  is  traced  back  to  1635,  to  John  Birch. 
gr/J,  one  of  the  principal  founders  of  Nor- 
wich.  ,Both  of  her  grandfathers  were 
soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes.was  of  a 
mechanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow, 
knit  a  stocking,  or  do  almost  anything  that 
he  might  undertake.  He  was  prosperous 
in  business,  a  member  of  the  church  and 
active  in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of 
the  town.  After  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812 
le  immigrated  to  Ohio,  and  purchased  a 
farm  near  the  present  town  of  Delaware. 
His  family  then  consisted  of  his  wife  and 
two  children,  and  an  orphan  girl  whom  he 
had  adopted. 

It  was  in  1817  that  the  family  arrived  at 
Delaware.    Instead  of  settling  upon  his 
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farm,  Mr;  Hayes  concluded  to  enter  into 
business  in  the  village.  He  purchased  an 
interest  in  a  distillery,  a  business  then  as  re- 
spectable as  it  was  profitable.  His  capital 
and  recognized  ability  assured  him  the 
highest  social  position  in  the  community. 
He  died  July  22,  1822,  less  than  three 
months  before  the  birth  of  the  son  that  was 
destined  to  fill  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak, 
arid  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble 
at  birth  that  he  was  not  expected  to  live 
beyond  a  month  or  two  at  most.  As  the 
months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and  weaker 
so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of 
inquiring  from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs. 
Hayes's  baby  died  last  night."  On  one  oc- 
casion a  neighbor,  who  was  on  friendly 
terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head  and  the  mother's  assiduous 
care  of  him,  said  to  her,  in  a  bantering  way, 
"  That's  right !  Stick  to  him.  You  have 
got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't  won- 
der if  he  would  really  com.e  to  something 
yet."  "  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs. 
Hayes,  "  you  wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell 
but  I  shall  make  him  President  of  the 
United  Statesyet." 

The  boy  lived,  in  spite  of  the  universal 
predictions  of  his  speedy  death;  and  when, 
in  1825,  his  elder  brother  was  drowned,  he 
became,  if  possible, still  dearer  to  his  mother. 
He  was  seven  years  old  before  he  wag 
placed  in  school.  His  education,  however, 
was  not  neglected.  His  sports  were  almost 
wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circum- 
stances tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that 
gentleness  of  disposition  and  that  delicate 
consideration  for  the  feelings  of  others 
which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 
At  school  he  was  ardently  devoted  to  his 
studies,  obedient  to  the  teacher,  and  care- 
*ful  to  avoid  the  quarrels  in  which  many  of 
,  his  schoolmates  were  involved.    He  was 


always  waiting  at  the  school-house  door 
when  it  opened  in  the  morning,  and  never 
late  in  returning  to  his  seat  at  recess.  His 
sister  Fannie  was  his  constant  companion, 
and  their  affection  for  each  other  excited 
the  admiration  of  their  friends. 

In  1838  young  Hayes  entered  Kenyon 
College  and  graduated  in  1842.  He  then 
began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of 
Thomas  Sparrow  at  Columbus.  His  health 
was  now  well  established,  his  figure  robust, 
his  mind  vigorous  and  alert.  In  a  short 
time  he  determined  to  enter  the  law  school 
at  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  where  for 
two  years  he  pursued  his  studies  with  great 
diligence. 

In  1845  was  admitted  to  the  bar  al 
Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly  afterward  went 
into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law  with 
Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he 
remained  three  years,  acquiring  but  limited 
practice,  and  apparently  unambitious  of 
distinction  in  his  profession.  His  bache.ldr 
uncle,  Sardis  Birchard,  who  had  always 
manifested  great  interest  in  his  nephew  and 
rendered  him  assistance  in  boyhood,  was 
now  a  wealthy  banker,  and  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  young  man  would  be  his 
heir.  It  is  possible  that  this  expectation 
may  have  made  Mr.  Hayes  more  indifferent 
to  the  attainment  of  wealth  than  he  would 
otherwise  have  been,  but  he  was  led  into  no 
extravagance  or  vices  on  this  account. 

In  1849  lie  removed  to  Cincinnati  where 
his  ambition  found  new  stimulus.  Two 
events  occurring  at  this  period  had  a  pow- 
erful influence  upon  his  subsequent  life. 
One  of  them  was  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James 
Webbt  of  Cincinnati;  the  other  was  his 
introduction  to  the  Cincinnati  Literary 
Club,  a  body  embracing  such  men  as  Chief 
Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase,  General  John 
Pope  and  Governor  Edward  F,  Noyes. 
The  marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  as  every- 
body knows.    Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of 
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our  Presidents  -.vas  more  universally  ad- 
mired, reverenced  and  beloved  than  is  Mrs. 
Ha^csj  and  no  one  has  done  more  than  she 
to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman 
hood. 

In  1856  Mr._Haves  was  nominated  to  the 
office  of  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
1  leas,  but  declined  to  accept  the  nomina- 
tion.  Two  years  later  he  was  chosen  to  the 
office  of  City  Solicitor. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out 
he  was  eager  to  take  up  arms  in  the  defense 
of  his  country.    His  military   life  was 
bright  and  illustrious.    June  7,  1861,  he 
was  appointed  Major  of  the  Twenty-third 
Ohio  Infantry.    In  July  the  regiment  was 
sent  to  Virginia.   October  15,  1861,  he  was 
made  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  his  regiment, 
and  in  August,  1862,  was  promoted  Colonel 
of  the  Seventy-ninth  Ohio  Regiment,  but 
refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades.    He  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  South  Mountain, 
and  suffered  severely,  being  unable  to  enter 
upon  active  duty  for  several  weeks.  No- 
vember 30,  1862,  he  rejoined  his  regiment  as 
Its  Colonel,  having  been  promoted  Octo- 
ber 15. 

December  25, 1862,  he  was  placed  in  com- 
mand  of  the  Kanawha  division,  and  for 
meritorious  service  in  several  battles  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also 
brevetted  Major-General  for  distinguished 


He  was  wounded  foiir 
horses  were  shot  from 


services  in  1864. 
times,  and  five 
under  him. 

Mr.  Haves  was  first  a  Whig  .in  politics, 
and  was  among  the  first  to  unite'  with  the 
Free-Soil  and  Republican  parties.  In  1864 
he  was  elected  to  Congress  from  the  Sec 
ond  Ohio  District,  which  had  always  been 
Democratic,  receiving  a  majority  of  3,098. 
In  1 866  he  was  renominated  for  Congress 
and  was  a  second  time  elected.  In  1867  he 
was  elected  Governor  over  Allen, G.  Thur- 
man^  the  Democratic  candidate,  and  rc 
elected  in  1869.  In  1874  Sardis  Birchard 
died,  leaving  his  large  estate  to  GeneraT 
Hayes. 


In  1876  he  was  nominated  for  the  Presi- 
dency.   His  letter  of  acceptance  excited 
the  admiration  of  the  whole  country.  He 
resigned  the  office  of  Governor  and  retired 
to  his  home  in  Fremont  to  await  the  result 
of  the  canvass.    After  a  hard,  long  contest 
he  was  inaugurated  March  5,  1877.  His 
Presidency  was  characterized  by  corapro- 
mises  with  all  parties,  in  order  to  please  as 
many  as  possible.   The  close  of  his  Presi- 
dential term  in  1881  was  the  close  of  his 
public  life,  and  since  then  he  has  remained 
at  his  home  in  Fremont,  Ohio,  in  Jefferso- 
man  retirement  from  public  notice,  in  strik- 
ing contrast  with  most  others  of  the  world's 
notables. 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD. 
twentieth  President  of 
the  United  States,  1881, 
was  born'  November  19, 
183 1,  in  the  wild  woods 
of  Cuyahoga  County, 
Ohio.  His  parents  were 
Abra^ti  and  Eliza  (Ballou) 


Garfietd.  Avho  were  of  New 
England  ancestry.  The 
senior  (/arfield  was  an  in- 
dustrious farmer,  as  the 
rapid  improvements  which 
appeared  on  his  place  at- 
tested. The  residence  was 
the  familiar  pioneer  log  cabin, 
and  the  household  comprised  the  parents 
and  .their  children— Mehetable,  Thomas, 
Mary  and  James  A.  In  May,  1833,  the 
father  died,  and  the  care  of  the  house- 
hold consequently  devolved  upon  young- 
Thomas,  to  whom  James  was  greatly  in- 
debted for  the  educational  and  other  ad- 
vantages he  enjoyed.  He  now  lives  in 
Michigan,  and  the  two  sisters  live  in  Solon, 
Ohio,  near  their  birthplace. 

As  the  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  up,  he, 
too,  was  industrious,  both  in  mental  and 
physical  labor.  He  worked  upon  the  farm, 
or  at  carpentering,  or  chopped  wood,  or  at 
any  other  odd  job  that  would  aid  in  support 
of  the  family,  and  in  the  meantime  made  the 


most  of  his  books.  Ever  afterward  he  was 
ne\fer  ashamed  of  his  humble  origin,  nor  for- 
got  the  friends  of  his  youth.  The  poorest 
laborer  was  sure  of  his  sympathy,  and  he 
always  exhibited  the  character  of  a  modest 
gentleman. 

Until  he  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age, 
James's  highest  ambition  was  10  be  a  lake 
captain.  To  this  his  mother  was  strongly 
opposed,  but  she  finally  consented  to  his 
going  to  Cleveland  to  carry  out  his  long- 
cherished  design,  with  the  understanding, 
however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain  some 
other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all 
the  way  to  Cleveland,  and  this  was  his  first 
visit  to  the  city.  After  making  many  ap- 
plications for  work,  including  labor  on 
board  a  lake  vessel,  but  all  in  vain,  he 
finally  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin, 
Amos  Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsyl- 
vania Canal.  In  a  short  time,  however,  he 
quit  this  and  returned  home.  He  then  at- 
tended the  seminary  at  Chester  for  about 
three  years,  and  next  he  entered  Hiram  In- 
stitute, a  school  started  in  1850  by  the 
Disciples  of  Christ,  of  which  church  he  was 
a  member.  In  order  to  pay  his  way  he 
assumed  the  duties  of  janitor,  and  at  times 
taught  school.  He  soon  completed  the  cur- 
riculum there,  and  then  entered  Williams 
College,  at  which  he  graduated  in  1856, 
taking  one  of  the  highest  honors  of  his  class. 
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'HESTER  ALLEN 
ARTHUR,  the  twen- 
ty-first  Chief  Execu- 
tive of  this  growing 
republic,  i88i-'5,  was 
born  in  Franklin 
County,  Vermont, 
October  s,  1830,  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  two  sons  and  five 
daughters.  His  father.  Rev. 
Dr.  William  Arthur,  a  Baptist 
clergyman,  immigrated  to  this 
country  from  County  Antrim, 
Ireland,  in  his  eighteenth  year, 
and  died  in  1875,  in  Newton- 
ville,  near  Albany,  New  York, 
after  serving  many  years  as  a  successful 
minister.  Chester  A,  was  educated  at  thai 
old,  conservative  institution.  Union  Col- 
lege, at  Schenectady,  New  York,  where  he 
excelled  in  all  his  studies.  He  graduated 
there,  with  honor,  and  then  struck  out  in 
life  for  himself  by  teaching  school  for  about 
two  years  in  his  native  State. 

At  the  expiration  of  that  time  young 
Arthur,  with  $500  in  his  purse,  went  to  the 
city  of  New  York  and  entered  the  law  office 
of  ex-Judge  E.  D.  Culver  as  a  student.  In 
due  time  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  when 
he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  intimate 


friend  and  old  room-mate,  Henry  D.  Gar. 
diner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing  law 


at  some  point  in  the  West;  but  after  spend- 
ing about  three  months  in  the  Westen. 
States,  in  search  of  an  eligible  place,  they 
returned  to  New  York  City,  leased  a  room, 
exhibited  a  sign  of  their  business  and  al- 
most immediately  enjoyed  a  paying  patron- 
age. 

At  this  stage  of  his  career  Mr.  Arf hur's 
business  prospects  were  so  encouraging 
that  he  concluded  to  take  a  wife,  and  ac- 
cordingly he  married  the  daughter  of  Lieu- 
tenant  Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
who  had  been  lost  at  sea.  To  the  widow 
of  the  latter  Congress  voted  a  gold  raedaU 
in  recognition  of  the  Lieutenant's  bravery 
during  the  occasion  in  which  he  lost  his 
life.  Mrs.  Artnur.  died  shortly  before  her 
husband's  nomination  to  the  Vice-Presi- 
dency, leaving  two  children. 

Mr.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  celeb- 
rity as  an  attorney  in  the  famous  Lemmon 
suit,  which  was  brought  to  recover  posses- 
sion of  eight  slaves,  who  had  been  declared 
free  by  the  Superior  Court  of  New  York 
City.  The  noted  Charles  O'Conoi:,  who 
was  nominated  by  the  "Straight  Demo- 
crats" in  1872  for  the  United  States  Presi- 
dency, was  retained  by  Jonathan  G.  Lam- 
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mon,  of  Virginia,  to  recover  the  negroes, 
but  he  lost  the  suit.  In  this  case,  however, 
Mr,  Arthur  was  assisted  by  William  M 
.Evarts,  now  United  States  Senator.  Soon 
afterward,  in  1856,  a  respectable  colored 
woman  was  ejected  from  a  street  car  in 
New  York  City.  Mr.  Arthur  sued  the  car 
company  in  her  behalf  and  recovered  $500 
damages.  Immediately  afterward  all  the 
car  companies  in  the  city  issued  orders  to 
their  employes  to  admit  colored  persons 
upon  their  cars. 

Mr.  Arthur's  political  doctrines,  as  well 
as  his  practice  as  a  lawyer,  raised  him  to 
prominence  in  the  party  of  freedom ;  and 
accordingly  he  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to 
the  first  National  Republican  Convention. 
Soon  afterward  he  was  appointed  Judge 
Advocate  for  the  Second  Brigade  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  then  Engineer-in- 
Chief  on  Governor  M organ's  staff.  In  1861, 
the  first  year  of  the  war,  he  was  made  In- 
spector-General, and  next,  Quartermaster- 
General,  in  both  which  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government.  Alter 
the. close  of  Governor'  Morgan's  term  he 
resumed  the  practice  of  law,  forming  first  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Ransom,  and  Subse- 
quently adding  Mr.  Phelps  to  the  firm. 
Each  of  these  gentlemen  were  able  lawyers. 

November  21,  1872,  General  Arthur  was 
appointed  Collector' of  the  Port  of  New 
York  by  President  Grant,  and  he  held  the 
office  until  July  20,  1878. 

The  next  event  of  prominence  in  General 
^'"thur's  career  was  his  nomination  to  the 
.  Vice-Presidency  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  influence  of  Roscoe  Conkling,  at  the 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at 
Chicago  in  June,  i88o,  when  James  A.  Gar- 
.field  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  ticket. 
Both  the  convention  and  the  campaign  that 
followed  were  noisy  and  exciting.  The 
friends  of  Grant;  constituting  nearly  half 


the  convention,  were  exceedingly  persist- 
ent, and  were  sorely  disappointed  over 
their  defeat.    At  the  head  of  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  \yas  placed  a  very  strong  and 
-|  popular  man ;  yet  Garfield  and  Arthur  were 
elected  by  a  respectable  plurality  of  the 
popular  vote.  The  4th  of  March  follo^ving^ 
these  gentlemen  were  accordingly  inaugu- 
rated ;  but  within  four  months  the  assassin's 
bullet  made  a  fatal  wound  in  the  person  of 
General  Garfield,  whose  life  terminated 
September  19,  1881,  when  General  Arthu'r. 
ex  officio,  was  obliged  to  take  the  chief 
reins  of  government.     Some  misgivings 
were  entertained  by  many  in  this  event,  as 
Mr.  .Arthur  was  thought  to.  represent  espe 
cially  theJSiaut  and  Conkling  wing  of  the 
Republican  party;  but  President  Arthur 
had  both  the  ability  and.  the  good  sense  to" 
allay  all  fears,  and  he  gave  the  restless, 
critical  American  people  as  good  an  ad- 
ministration as  they  had  ever  been  blessed 
with.    Neither  selfishness  nor  low  parti- 
sanism  ever  characterized  any  feature  of 
his  public  service.    He  ever  maintained  a 
high  sense  of  every  individual  right  as  well  " 
as  of  the  Nation's  honor.   Indeed,  he  stood 
so  high  that  his  successor,  President  Cleve. 
JaOiLthough  of  opposing  politics,  expressed 
a  wish  in  his  inaugural  address  that  he 
could  only  satisfy  the  people  with  as  good 
an  administration. 

But  the  day  of  civil  service  reform  had 
come  in  so  far,  and  the  corresponding  re- 
action against  "  third-termism"  had  en- 
croached so  far  even  upon  "second-term" 
service,  that  the  Republican  party  saw  fit 
in  1884  to  nominate  another  man  for  Presi- 
dent. Only  by  this  means  was  General 
Arthur's  tenure  of  office  closed  at  Wash- 
ington.  On  his  retirement  from  the  Presi- 
dency, March,  1885,  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  at  New  York  City,  where  he 
died  November  18,  1886. 
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ROVER  CLEVE- 


LAND.  the  twenty- 
second  President  of  the 
United  States,  1885 — , 
was  born  in  Caldwell, 
Essex  County,  New 
Jersey,  March  18, 
The  house  in  which  he 
born,  a  small  two-story 
wooden  building,  is  still  stand- 
ing. It  was  the  parsonage  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  of 
which  his  father,  Richard 
Cleveland,  at  the  time  was 
pastor.  The  family  is  of  New 
England  origin,  and  for  two  centuries  has 
contributed  to  the  professions  and  to  busi- 
ness, men  who  have  reflected  honor  on  the 
name.  Aaron  Cleveland.  Grover  Cleve- 
land's great-great-grandfather,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts,  but  subsequently  moved  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  became  an  intimate 
friend  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  at  whose 
house  he  died.  He  left  a  large  family  of 
children,  who  in  time  married  and  settled 
in  different  parts  of  New  England.  A 
grandson  was  one  of  the  small  American 
force  that  fought  the  British  at  Bunker 
Hill.  He  served  with  gallantry  through- 
out the  Revolution  and  was  honorably 
discharged  at  its  close  as  a  Lieutenant  in 
the  Continental  army.  Another  grandson, 
William  Cleveland  (a  son  of  a  second  Aaron 


Cleveland,  who  was  distinguished  as  a 
writer  and  member  of  the  Connecticut 
Legislature)  was  Grover  Cleveland's  grand- 
father. William  Cleveland  became  a  silver- 
smith in  Norwich,  Connecticut.  He  ac- 
quired by  industry  some  property  and  sent 
his  son,  Richard  Cleveland,  the  father  of 
Grover  Cleveland,  to  Yale  College,  where 
he  graduated  in  1824.  During  a  year  spent  - 
in  teaching  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  after, 
graduation,  he  met  and  fell  in  love  with  a 
Miss  Annie  Neale,  daughter  of  a  wealthy 
Baltimore  book  publisher,  of  Irish  birth. 
He  was  earning  his  own  way  in  the  world 
at  the  time  and  was  unable  to  marry;  but 
in  three  years  he  completed  a  course  of 
preparation  for  the  ministry,  secured  a 
church  in  Windham,  Connecticut,  and 
married  Annie  Neale.'  Subsequently  he 
moved  to  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  where  he 
preached  for  nearly  two  years,  when  he 
was  summoned  to  Caldwell,  New  Jersey, 
where  was  born  Grover  Clefveland. 

When  he  was  three  years  old  tfie  family 
moved  to  Fayetteville,  Onondaga  County, 
New  York.  Here  Grover  Cleveland  lived 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  the  rugged, 
healthful  life  of  a  country  boy.  His  frank, 
generous  manner  made  him  a  favorite 
among  his  companions,  and  their  respect 
was  won  by  the  good  qualities  in  the  germ 
which  his  manhood  developed.  He  at- 
tended the  district  school  of  the  village  and 
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was  for  a  short  time  at  the  academy.  His 
lather,  however,  believed  that  boys  should 
be  taught  to  labor  at  an  early  age,  and  be- 
fore he  had  completed  the  course  of  study 
at  the  academy  he  began  to  work  in  the 
village  store  at  $50  for  the  first  year,  and  the 
promise  of  $100  for  the  second  year.  His 
work  was  well  done  and  the  promised  in- 
crease of  pay  was  granted  the  second  year. 

Meanwhile  his  father  and  family  had 
moved  to  Clinton,  the  seat  of  Hamilton 
College,  where  his  father  acted  as  agent  to 
the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Home  Missions, 
preaching  in  the  churches  of  the  vicinity. 
Hither  Grover  came  at  his  father's  request 
shortly  after  the  beginning  of  his  second 
year  at  the  Fayetteville  store,  and  resumed 
his  studies  at  the  Clinton  Academy.  After 
three  years  spent  in  this  town,'  the  Rev. 
Richard  Cleveland  was  called  to  the  vil- 
lage church  of  Holland  Patent.    He  had 
preached  here  only  a  month  when  he  was 
"  suddenly  stricken  down  and  died  without 
an  hour's  warning.    The  death  of  the  father 
left  the  family  in  straitened  circumstances, 
as  Richard  Cleveland  had  spent  all  his 
salary  of  $i,ooo  per  year,  which  was  not 
required  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  liv- 
ing, upon  the  education  of  his  children,  of 
whom  there  were  nine,  Grover  being  the 
fifth.    Grover  was  hoping  to  enter  Hamil- 
ton College,  but  the  death  of  his  father 
made  it  necessary  for  him  to  earn  his  own 
livelihood.    For  the  first  year  (1853-4)  he 
acted  as  assistant  teacher  and  bookkeeper  in 
the  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  New  York 
City,  of  which  the  late  Augustus  Schcll  was 
for  many  years  the  patron.    In  the  winter 
of  1854  he  returned  to  Holland  Patent 
where  the  generous  people  of  tiiat  place,' 
Fayetteville  and  Clinton,  had  purchased  a 
home  for  his  mother,  and  in  the  following 
spring,  borrowing  $25,  he  set  out  for  the 
West  to  earn  his  living. 

Reaching  Buffalo  he  paid  a  Hasty  visit  to 
an  uncle,   Lewis  F.  Allen,  a  well-known 


stock  farmer,  living  at  Black  Rock,  a  jew- 
miles  distant.    He  communicated  his  plans 
to  Mr.  Allen,  who  discouraged  the  idea  of 
the  West,  and  finally  induced  the  enthusi- 
astic boy  of  seventeen  to  remain  with  him 
and  help  him  prepare  a  catalogue  of  blooded 
short-horn  cattle,  known  as  "  Allen's  Amer-, 
ican  Herd  Book,"  a  publication  familiar  to 
all  breeders  of  cattle.    In  August,  1855,  he 
entered  the  law  office  of  Rogers,  Bowen 
&  Rogers,  at  Buffalo,  and  after  serving  a 
few  months  without  pay,  was  paid  $4  a 
week — an  amount  barely  sufficient  to  meet 
the  necessary  expenses  of  his  board  in  the 
family  of  a  fellow-student  in  Buffalo,  with 
whom  he  took  lodgings.   Life  at  this  time 
with  Grover  Cleveland  was  a  stern  battle 
with  the  world.    He  took  his  breakfast  by 
candle-light  with  the  drovers,  and  went  at 
once  to  the  office  where  the  whole  day  was 
spent  in  Avork  and  study.    Usually  he  re- 
turned again  at  night  to  resume  reading 
which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  duties 
of  the  day.   Gradually  his  employers  ciime 
to  recognize  the  ability,  trustworthiness 
and  capacity  for  hard  work  in  their  young 
employe,  and  by  the  time  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  (1859)  he  stood  high  in  th<-'  con- 
fidence.  A  year  later  he  was  made  confi- 
dential and   managing  clerk,  and  in  the- 
course  of  three  3'ears  more  his  salary  .had 
been  raised  to  $1,000.    In  1863  he  was  ap- 
pointed assistant  district  attorney  of  Erie 
Co'unty  by  the  district  attorney,  the  Hon. 
C.  C.  Torrance. 

Since  his  first  vote  had  been  cast  in  1858 
he  had  been  a  staunch  Democrat,  and  until 
he  was  chosen  Governor  he  alvvavs  made 
it  his  duty,  rain  or  shine,  to  stand  at  the 
polls  and  give  out  ballots  to  Democratic 
voters.  During  the  first  year  of  his  term 
as  assistant  district  attorney,  the  Democrats 
desired  especially  to  carry  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors. The  old  Second  Ward  in  which 
he  lived  was  Republican-  ordinarily  by  250 
majority,  but  at  the  urgent  request  of  the 
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party  Grover  Cleveland  consented  to  be 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  Supervisor, 
dnd  came  within  thirteen  votes  of  an  elec- 
tion. The  three  years  spent  in  the  district 
attorney's  office  were  devoted  to  assiduous 
labor  and  the  extension  of  his  professional 
attainments.  He  then  formed  a  law  part- 
nership with  the  late  Isaac  V.  Vanderpoel, 
ex-State  Treasurer,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Vanderpoel  &  Cleveland.  Here  the  bulk 
of  the  work  devolved  on  Cleveland's  shoul- 
ders,  and  he  soon  won  a  good  standing  at 
the  bar  of  Erie  County.  In  1869  Mr, 
Cleveland  formed  a  partnership  with  ex- 
Senator  A.  P.  Laning  and  ex-Assistant 
United  States  District  Attorney  Oscar  Fpl- 
som,  under  the  firm  name  of  Laning.  Cleve- 
land &  Folsom.  During  these  years  he 
began  to  earn  a  moderate  professional  in- 
come; but  the  larger  portion  of  it  was  sent 
to  his  mother  and  sisters  at  Holland  Patent 
to  whose  support  he  had  contributed  ever 
since  i860.  He  served  as  sheriff  of  Erie 
County,  i870-'4,  and  then  resumed  the 
practice  of  law,  associating  himself  with  the 
Hon.  Lyman  K.  Bass  and  Wilson  S.  Bissell. 


The  firm  was  strong  and  popular,  and  soon 
commanded  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 
Ill  health  forced  the  retirement  of  Mr.  6ass 
in  1879,  and  the  firm  became  Cleveland  & 
Bissell.  In  1881  Mr.  George  J.  Sicard  was 
added  to  the  firm. 

In  the  autumn  election  of  1881  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Buffalo  by  a  majority  of 
over  3,500 — the  largest  majority  ever  given 
a  candidate  for  mayor — and  the  Democratic 
city  ticket  was  successful,  although  the 
Republicans  carried  Buffalo  by  over  1,000 
majority  for  their  State  ticket.  Grover 
Cleveland's  administration  as  mayor  fully 
justified  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by 
the  people  of  Buffalo,  evidenced  by  the 
great  vote  he  received. 

The  Democratic  State  Convention  met 
at  Syracuse,  September  22, 1882,  and  nomi- 
nated Grover  -  Cleveland  for  Governor 
on  the  third  ballot  and  Cleveland  was 
elected  by  192,000  majority.  In  the  fall  of 
1884  he  was  elected  President  of  the  United 
States  by  about  1,000  popular  majority, 
in  New  York  State,  and  he  was  accordingly 
inaugurated  the  4th  of  March  following. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


LOCATION,  TOPOGEAPHY  AND  GENERAL  REMAEKS, 


INNESOTA  is  located  in  the 
geographical  center  of  tlie  con- 
tinent of  North  America  —  mid- 
way between  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  Oceans,  and  also  midway 
between  Hudson's  Bay  and  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  embraces 
territory  extending  from  latitude 
43  degrees  50  minutes,  to  49  de- 
grees, and  from  89  degrees  29 
minutes  to  97  degrees  5  minutes 
west  longitude.  As  to  its  area, 
it  can  only  be  estimated,  as  portions  of  the 
State  are  as  j'et  unsurveyed ;  but  as  near  as 
can  be  arrived  at,  the  area  is  85,531  square 
miles,  or  about  53,760,000  acres.  In  size 
Minnesota  is  the  fourth  Btate  in  the  Union. 
From  its  southern  boundary  to  the  northern 
is  about  400  miles,  and  from  the  most  east- 
ern to  the  extreme  Avestern  point  about  354 
miles.  In  altitude  it  appeai-s  to  be  one  of 
the  highest  portions  of  the  continent,  as  the 
headwaters  of  the  tliree  great  river  systems 
are  found  in  its  limits  —  those  of  streams 
flowing  northward  to  Hudson's  Bay,  east- 
ward to  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  southward 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
•  Nearly  three-quarters  of  the  surface  of  the 
State  is  made  up  of  rolling  prairie,  inter- 
spersed with  frequent  groves,  oak  openings 
and  belts  of  hardwood  timber,  watered  hy 
numerous  lakes  and  streams,  and  covered 
with  a  warm,  dark  soil  of  great  fertility. 
The  balance,  embracing  the  elevated  district 


immediately  west  of  Lake  Superior,  consists 
mainly  of  the  rich  mineral  ranges  on  its 
shores,  and  of  the  pine  forests  which  extend 
over  the  upper  Mississippi  country,  affording 
extensive  supplies  of  timber.  But  a  very 
small  portion  is  broken,  rocky  or  worthless 
land ;  nearly  all  is  arable.  But  few  States 
are  so  well  Avatercd  as  Minnesota,  and  the 
numerous  rivei-s  and  water-courses  give  ex- 
cellent drainage.  A  number  of  the  rivers  — 
the  Mississippi,  tlio  Minnesota,  the  St,  Oroix, 
the  St.  Louis,  the  Red  and  the  Eed  Lake  riv- 
ers— are  navigable,  and  nearl}'  all  of  the 
balance  afford  water  power.  The  lakes  of 
Minnesota  are  among  its  principal  ])hysical 
charactei'istics.  The  estimate  of  10,000  lakes 
in  the  State  is  not  an  unreasonable  one. 

With  all  these  natural  advantages,  favor- 
able climate  and  rich  soil,  Minnesota  has 
become  one  of  the  most  successful  agricult- 
ural States  in  the  Union,  and  stock-raising 
and  dairying  is  rapidly  becoming  a  leading 
industi-y.  Lumbering  is  also  carried  on  very 
extensively,  and  the  manufacturing  branch 
is  rapidly  becoming  large.  "While  at  fii-st  it 
was  supposed  that  this  State  was  destitute 
of  valuable  minerals,  recent  discoveries  prove 
to  the  contrary.  Inexhaustible  supplies  of 
the  best  iron  ore  exist,  and  are  now  being 
mined  and  exported  in  large  quantities.  Sil- 
ver veins  have  also  been  found  near  the 
boundary  line ;  copper  ore  has  also  been 
found,  and  it  is  known  that  plumbago  and 
gold  quartz  exist.   Building  material,  gran- 
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ite,  brownstone,  limestone,  sandstone  and 
brick  and  potter's  clay  are  abundant. 

A  few  words  as  to  railroads  and  history 
relating  to  their  construction  will  also  be 
interesting.    Twenty-five  years  ago  (1862), 
there  were  only  ten  miles  of  railway  in 
operation  in  the  State.   At  the  close  of  "l 885 
tliere  were  6,721  miles  in  operation.  The 
general  government  has  granted  to  railroads 
within  this  State  12,151,527  acres  of  land, 
and  the  State  has  given  1,811,750  acres  of 
swamp  and  other  lands,  making  a  total  of 
13,933,277  acres  of  land  within  the  State 
given  to  railroads,  valued  on  the  average  at 
$5  per  acre,  making  $69,666,386  thus  given. 
In  addition,  local,  county  and  State  bonds 
have  been  given  them  amounting  to  over 
$6,680,000,  making  in  lands  and  cash  a  total 
gift  of  $76,496,385,  or  about  $19,345  for 


every  mile  completed.   There  is  material  in 
these  facts  for  an  extended  political  essay,' 
and  they  certainly  furnish  food  for  thought. 

In  concluding  these  general  remarks  it 
may  justly  be  said  that  the  outlook  for  the 
State  is  most  gratifying.  Its  population  is 
rapidly'  increasing,  and  its  taxable  wealth 
increasing  in  similar  ratio.  Every  year  sees' 
an  enormous  area  of  its  rich  soil  brought 
under  cultivation,  while  there  are  still  mill- 
ions of  acres  awaiting  the  plow  of  the  set- 
tler. 

The  following  table  of  census  returns  will 
show  tlie  growth  of  the  State  as  to  popula- 
tion:  1850,  population  6,077;  1860,  popular 
tion  172,023;  1865,  population  250.099 ;  1870 
population  439,706;  1875,  population  597, 
407;  1880,  population  780,773,  and  in  1885 
the  population  was  1,117,798. 
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jffiTTl^IIE  first  exploration  bjMvhites  of 
[^j|jT|ra  the  territory  which  now  cora- 
I^X^hI  prises  the  State  of  Minnesota 

f dates  back  early  into  the  seven- 
teenth century.  It  is  claimed 
by  good  authority  that  Jean 
■Nicolet  (pronounced  Nicolay). 
one  of  Champlain's  interpreters, 
was  the  first  to  spread  knowl- 
edge of  the  country  west  of  Lake  Michigan. 
As  early  as  1636  he  set  foot  upon  the 
western  shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  traded 
near  Green  Bay,  also  roaming  over  various' 
portions  of  Wisconsin  at  about  that  time. 
In  December  of  the  same  year  he  returned 
to  Canada.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether 
Nicolet  ever  set  foot  on  Minnesota  soil, 
although  it  is  certain  that  his  visit  to  the 
country  west  of  Lake  Michigan  was  the 
means  of  spreading  knowledge  of  this 
country,  and  of  the  aborigines  of  Minnesota. 
It  was  said  of  him  that  he  penetrated  far 
distant  countries,  and  in  a  letter  bearing 
date  of  1640,  it  is  stated  that "  if  he  had 
proceeded  three  days  more  on  a  river  which 
flows  from  that  lake  (Green  Bay),  he  would 
have  found  the  sea."  The  death  of  this 
explorer  occurred  at  Three  Rivers  in  1640.  . 

After  Nicolet's  visit  to  Wisconsin,  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century  history  brings  no  trace 
of  any  explorations  concerning  this  region. 
At  the  end  of  this  time,  in  1660,  the  first 
white  men  of  vihom  there  is  any  reliable 
record,  set  foot  on  Minnesota  soil.  They 
were  Medard  Chouarty  called  Groselliers, 
and  Pierre  d'Esprit,  who  was  known  as  Kieur 
Radisson.  Both  were  Frenchmen  Avho  had 
come  to  Canada  when  young  men  to  engage 


in  the  fur  trade.  About  the  middle  of  that 
century  several  important  changes  had  been 
made  in  the  location  of  Indian  tribes.  The 
Hurons  and  their  allies,  th.e  OttuAvas,  after 
successive  battles,  had  drifted  to  the  west  of 
Lake  Michigan.  In  former  times  they  had 
been  located  in  the  St.  Lawrence  region. 
Finally  reaching  the  Mississippi  they  found 
the  Iowa  River.  Later,  returning  to  the 
Mississippi,  they  settled  upon  an  island  in 
the  river  near  where  the  city  of  Hastings 
is  now  located ;  but  becoming  involved  in 
battles  with  the  Sioux,  we  finally  find  the 
Hurons  located'  about  the  headwaters  of 
the  Chippeway,  and  the  Ottawas  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Superior,  near  where  Bay- 
field is  now  situated.  It  was  to  trade  with 
the  Indians  that  the  two  Frenchmen  men- 
tioned, Groselliers  and  Radisson,  made  their 
trip  to  this  wild  region.  They  passed  the 
winter  of  1659-60  among  the  Sioux  villages 
in  the  Mille  Lacs  country,  and  the  following 
spring  and  summer  was  spent  in  the  region 
of  Lake  Superior.  In  August,  1660,  they 
returned  to  Montreal,  and  tiieir  report  of  the 
country  they  liad  visited  created  much  ex- 
citement. Within  a  few  weeks  an  exploring 
and  trading  party  was  formed,  and  accom- 
panied by  six  Frenchmen  and  two  priests, 
one  of  whom  was  the  Jesuit,  Rene  Menard. 
they  again  started  westward,  and  on  the 
15th  of  October,  1660,  they  reached  the 
Ottawa  settlement  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Superior.  The  objects  of  this  party  were 
various,  some  bent  on  exploration,  others 
on  trading,  while  Father  Menard  went  as 
a  missionary.  Groselliers  (pronounced  Gro- 
say-ya)  and  Radisson,  accompanied  by  others, 
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pushed  on  through  the  country  to  the 
nortlnvost  of  Lake  Superior  and  at  length 
reached  Hudson's  Bay.  They  returned 
to  Jlontreal  in  May,  16G2.  The  names 
of  all  the  members  of  this  party  liave 
not  been  preserved.  Groselliei's  and  Ead- 
isson  proceeded  to  Paris,  thence  to  Lon- 
don, wiiere  they  were  well  received  by 
the  nobility  and  scientific  men.  A  vessel 
was  fitted  out  and  placed  at  _their  disposal, 
in  the  hope  of  finding  a  nortlnvest  passage 
to  Asia.  In  June,  1GG8,  they  left  England 
and  made  an  extended  voyage,  reaching  a 
tributary  of  Hudson's  Bay  and  returning  to 
England,  where,  in  IGTO,  tlie  famous  trading 
corporation,  the  "  Hudson's  Bay  Company," 
was  chartered. 

Now  to  return  to  the  venerable  Father 
]\renard,  who  had  been  left  among  the  Ottawa 
Indians  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior  in 
October,  ICGO.  For  nearly  a  year  he  lived 
there  in  a  cabin  built  of  fir  branches.  In 
tli'e  summer  of  ICGl  he  decided  to  visit  the 
Ilurons,  who  had  fled  eastward  from  the 
Sioux  of  Minnesota  and  were  located  among 
the  woods  of  northern  Wisconsin,  as  stated, 
lie  was  accompanied  by  one  Frenchman, 
whose  name  has  been  lost  in  the  mist  of 
years.  Tliey  became  separated,  and  Father 
Menard  was  lost,  as  Perrot  says,  "in  tlie 
labyrinth  of  trees."  This  was  the  last  ever 
positively  known  of  him,  although  his  brevi- 
ary and  cassock  were  said  afterward  to 
have  been  found  among  the  Sioux  Indians. 
Whether  this  good  and  venerable-  man 
starved  or  was  murdered  or  captured  by  the 
Indians  will  forever  be  shrouded  in  mystery. 

These  were  tlie  earliest  explorations  of  the 
Northwest  of  which  any  record  has  been  left, 
but  after  that  period  this  region  Avas  visited 
by  various  parties  at  long  intervals,  and 
many  interesting  documents  have  been  pre- 
served giving  accounts  of  their  journeys  and 
discoveries. 

About  the  j'ear  1665  several  French .  trad- 
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ers  and  the  Jesuit,  Allouez,  visited  the  coun- 
try off  the  western  sliore  of  Lake  Superior.' 
Early  in  16Y9  we  find  Daniel  G.  DuLuth 
west  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  it  is  believed  he 
l>lanted  the  French  arms  on  Minnesota  soil. 
His  records  state  that "  on  July  2d  he  caused 
liis  Majesty's  arms  to  be  planted  in  the  great 
village  of  the  Nadousioux,  called  Kathio; 
and  at  Songaskicous  and  Houetbatons,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  leagues  distant  from 
the  former."  Eev.  E.  D.  Neill  in  his 
tliorough  Avork  relating  to  early  explorers  of 
Minnesota,  locates  this  as  being  "one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  leagues  beyond  Mille 
Lacs."  Du  Luth  states  that  at  one  point  on 
Minnesota  soil  he  found  upon  a  tree  this 
legend:  "  Arms  of  the  King  cut.on  this  tree 
in  the  year  1679."  He  established  several 
posts,  carried  on  trading  with  the  Indians, 
arid  was  probably  the  most  prominent  of 
the  early  explorers.  Later  he  was  stationed 
near  Lake  Erie  and  died  in  1710.  His 
reports  furnish  much  interesting  information 
regarding  the  early  explorations  in  the 
Northwest. 

La  Salle  was  given  a  commission  by  the 
King  of  France  in  1678  to  "explore  the 
West,"  and  do  limited  trading.  He  visited" 
various  parts  of  the  Northwest.  His  jeal- 
ousy of  Du  Luth  appears  to  form  a  consider- 
able portion  of  his  official  reports,  but  it  is 
stated  on  good  authority  that  he  wrote  the 
firet  description  of  the  upper  Mississippi 
Yalley,  August  22, 1682,  some  months  before 
the  publication  of  Father  Hennepin's  first 
work,  "Description  de  la  Louisiane.*'  He 
must,  however,  have  obtained  his  information 
from  one  of  Hennepin's^  men. 

Father  Louis  Hennepin's  explorations  and 
adventures  through  the  Northwest  form  an 
interesting  chapter  in  the  earlier  history  of 
this  region.  He  was  a  native  of  Atli,  an  in- 
land town  of  the  Netherlands,  .and  had  early 
fissumed  the  robes  of  priesthood.  In  1676 
lie  came  to  Canada,  and  two  years  later  was 
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ordered  to  join  the  La  Salle  exploring  expe- 
dition. A  ship  was  rigged,  and  on  August 
7th,  1679,  its  sails  caught  the  breezes  of 
Lake  Erie — the  fii-st  European  vessel 
launched  on  the  great  lakes.  La  Salle  con- 
ducted his  expedition  to  Green  Bay,  thence 
along  the  coast  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  about 
the  middle  of  January,  1680,  landed  it  on  an 
eminence  near  Lake  Peoria,  on  the  Illinois 
Kiver,  where  he  commenced  the  erection  of 
Fort  Crevecoeur.  On  the  last  of  February  of 
the  same  year,  Father  Hennepin,  in  company 
with  Michael  Accault  (Ako)  and  Angelle, 
left  the  fort  to  ascend  the  Mississippi  Hiver. 
On  the  11th  of  April,  1680,  after  having 
reached  a  point  north  of  the  Chippewa  Eiver, 
they  were  met  and  taken  charge  of  by  a 
party  of  over  a  hundred  Sioux  Indians.  They 
then  proceeded  Avith  tlie  Indians  to  their 
villages,  nearly  sixty  leagues  north  of  St.  An- 
thony falls.  They  remained  with  the  Indians 
some  time,  being  well  treated,  and  on  tlie 
2.5th  of  July,  1080,  they  were  met  by  Du 
Luth,  who  was  accompanied  by  his  interpre- 
ter, Faffart,  and  several  French  soldiers. 
They  then  proceeded  to  Mille  Lacs,  arriving, 
according  to  Father's  Hennepin  Avritings,  on 
the  11th  of  August,  1080.  In  the  latter  part 
of  September  they  started  to  return  to  the 
French  settlement,  passing  by  St.  Anthony 
falls.  Father  Hennepin  published  two  works 
relating  to  his  discoveries,  the  first,  "  De- 
scription de  la  Louisiane,"  in  1836;  the  sec- 
ond, «  The  New  Discovery,"  in  1697.  These, 
works  called  forth  much  criticism,  as  there 
can  be  no  doubt  Hennepin  greatly  magnified 
his  own  importance,  and  exaggerated  his 
services  and '.discoveries.  For  instance,  ho 
claims  to  have  descended  the  Mississippi 
Eiver  to' the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  before  proceed- 
ing northward,  then  returned  and  proceeded 
'  on  to  the  St.  Anthony  falls.  This  in  the  face 
of  his  own  stated  facts  —  leaving  Fort  Creve- 
coeur the  last  of  February,  he  claims  to  have 
made  this  wonderful  trip,  and  arrived  two 
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miles  south  of  where  the  city  of  St.  Paul  is 
now  located,  late  in  April,  giving  the  11th 
of  April  as  the  date  of  their  capture  by  the 
Indians.  However  this  may  be,  Fatlier 
Hennepin'^  work  Avas  not  in  A'ain,  and  his 
memory  is  entitled  to  the  credit  for  that 
which  he  did.  His  publications  hastened  and 
facilitated  exploration,  and  his  failing  —  if 
such  it  was  —  should  bo  treated  with  charit3^ 
La  Salle  speaks  of  him  highly,  but  charitably 
says,  "^t  Avas  his  failing  to  magnify  those 
adventures  Avliich  concerned  him." 

During  1684,  Nicholas  Perrot  and  Le 
Sueur  visited  Lake  Pejoin,  and  the  f olloAving 
winter  the  French  traded  Avith  the  Indians 
on  Minnesota  soil.  Perrot  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor  of  Canada  as  the 
commandant  for  the  West,  and  Avas  accom- 
panied by  twenty  men.  Upon  his  arriA'al  ho 
caused  a  stockade  to  bo  built  on  the  east 
bank  of  Lake  Pepin,  Avhich  bore  his  name 
for  many  years.  Ho  discovered  a  number  of 
lead  mines,  and  his  name  figures  conspicu- 
ously in  the  history  of  the  cai-ly  French  ex- 
plorations and  frontier  Avork.  Perrot  re- 
mained for  some  time  after  building  tho  fort, 
then,  in  1086,  returned  to  Green  Bay.  lie 
passed  much  time  in  collecting  allies  for  the 
expedition  against  theTroqtioisin  Ncav  Yoik, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1087,  was  with  DuLuth 
and  Tonty  Avith  the  French  and  Indian  allies 
in  tho  expedition  against  tho  Senecas  of  the 
Genesee  Valley  in  New  York.  Tho  follow- 
ing year  ho  Avas  sent  Avith  a  company  of 
Frenchmen  to  rcoccupy  the  post  on  Lake 
Pepin,  in  Minnesota,  and  it  Avas  in  1089  that 
Perrot,  in  the  presence  of  Father  Joseph 
James  Mai'est.  a  Jesuit,  J3oisguiblot,  a  trader 
on  tho  Wisconsin  and  ^[ississii)pi,  and  Lo 
Seur,  made  a  formal  record  of  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  Sioux  countr}'  in  the  name  of  the 
King  of  France. 

Le  Sucnr.  Avho  accompanied  Perrot  in  his 
first  trip  to  Lake  Pepin  in  ICSi,  Avas  iuti- 
matoli'  connected  with  that  explorer's  move- 
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iiients.    In  1C92  Lc  Sueur  w.is  sent  by  Gov. 
Frontenac,  of  Ciinada,  to  the  extremity 
of  Lake  Superior  to  maintain  iieaco  between 
tiie  Indian  tribes.     Entering  tlie  Sioux 
country,  in  1C9I,  iie  established  a  post  upon  a 
prairie  island,  nine  miles  below  where  Hast- 
ings is  now  located.    He  v;<,s  accompanied 
by  rcnicaut  and  othero.   Here  they  estab- 
lished a  fort  and  storehouse  and  passed  the 
winter,  as  game  was  Very  abundiyit.  On 
July  15,  1G95,  Le  Sueur  went  back  to  Mon- 
treal accompanied  by  a  party  of  Ojibways, 
and  the  first  Dakotah  brave  that  ever  visited 
Canada,    Le  Sueur  then  visited  France,  and 
in  1097  received  a  license  to  open  certain 
mines  that  were  supposed  to  exist  in  Minne- 
sota.  The  ship  in  which  ho  was  returning 
was  captured  by  the  English,  and  ho  was 
taken  to  England;  when  released  he  returned 
to  Franco  and  secured  a  new  commission,  but 
it  was  afterward  suspended.  Fortunately, 
Dmervilln  a  kinsman  of  Le  Sueur  was  ap- 
pointed governor  of  the  new  tei-ritory  of 
Louisiana,  and  in  December,  1699,  Le  Sueur' 
arrived  from  Franco  with  thirty  worlcmen 
to  proceed  to  the  mines.    During  the  next 
year  he  ascended  the  Minnesota  River  with 
his  expedition,  and  in  October,  1700,  built  a 
fort  on  the  Blue  Earth  Eiver,  which  he 
named  L'Huillier.    This  was  occupied  by 
Le  Sueur's  men  until  1702,  when  it  was 
abandoned  because  of  the  hostility  of  the 
Indians.     Charlevoix,  who  visited  the  val- 
ley of  the  lower  Mississippi  in  1722,  says  that 
"  Le  Sueur  spent  at  least  one  winter  in  his 
fort  on  the  banks  of  the  Blue  Earth,  and 
that  in  the  following  April  ho  went  up  to  the 
mine,  about  a  mile  alove,  and  iti  tAvonty-two 
days  they  obtained  more  than  30,000  pounds 
of  the  substance— lead."    Le  Sueur  estimated 
the  Sioux  Indians  at  that  time  as  being 
four  thousand  families. 

In  1703  a  little  volume  was  published  in 
France  and  England  by  Baron  La  Hon- 
tan,  giving  an  account  of  his  "travels,"  in 


which  he  claimed  to  have  penetrated  and 
pursued  explorations  through  the  territory 
which  now  'orms  Minnesota,  farther  than 
any  of  hi-  predecessors.  Ho  states  that  he 
found  a  river  tributary  to  the  Mississippi, 
and  describes  a  journey  of  500  miles  up  this' 
stream,  which  he  named  Long  River.  His 
wonderful  story  was  believed  at  the  time 
and  the  river  was  placed  upon  the  early 
maps;  but  in  later  years  it  was  discredited 
and  is  now  by  the  closest  students  and  ablest 
historians  treated  as  fabulous. 

In  September,  1727,  Fort  Beauharnois  was 
erected  and  a  French  post  established  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Pepin,  under  the  directions  of 
Sieur_.de  la  PfirrierR  An  extensive  trade 
was  carried  on  with  the  Indians  here,  and  it 
was  occupied  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1728 
Yerandcric.  who  had  been  placed  in  com- 
mand of  a  post  on  Lake  Kepigon,  began  lay- 
ing plans  for  finding  a  co'  nnunication  with 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  An  expcditii.n  waa  fitted 
out  which  left  Montreal  in  1731,  under  the 
management  of  his  sons  and  a  nephew,  Dela 
Jemcraye,^  he  not  joining  the  party  until 


1733.   A  fourth  son  joined  the  expedition 
in  1735.   In  the  autumn  of  1731,  the  party 
reached  Rainy  Lake,  at  the  foot  of  which 
a  post,  called  Fort  St.  Pierre,  was  erected. 
The  next  ye;ir  they  reached  Lake  of  the 
"Woods,  and  established  Fort  St.  Charles  on 
its  southwest  bank.   A  few  miles  from  Lake 
Winnepeg  they  established  a  post  on  the 
Assinaboine,  and  a  fort  was  established  on 
the  Maurepas  ("Winnepeg)  River.   In  June, 
173G,  while  twenty-one  of  the  expedition 
Avcre  encamped  on  an  isle  in  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  they  were  surprised  by  a  band  of 
Sioux  Indians  hostile  to  the  French  allies, 
and  all  were  killed.   The  island  on  this  ac- 
count is  called  Massacre  Island.   The  re- 
maining portion  of  the   expedition  pro- 
gressed   as  best  they  could.    October  3, 
1738,  they  built  an  advanced  post  called 
Fort  la  Reine  on  the  Assinaboine  River. 
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They  came  in  siglit  of  the  Eocky  Mountains 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1743,  and,  on  the 
12th,  ascended  them.  In  1744,  after  plant- 
ing a  leaden  plate  of  the  arms  of  France  in 
the  upper  Missouri  country,  they  returned, 
reaching  Minnesota  soil  late  in  June,  and 
after  establishing  several  posts  in  the  ex- 
treme northern  frontier  country  they  finally 
returned  to  Montreal.  Expeditions  were 
afterward  fitted  out,  one  of  which  again 
reached  the  Koclcy  Mountains,  but  the  clash 
of  arms  between  France  and  England  put 
an.  end  to  the  explorations  so  far  as  the 
French  were  concerned. 

In  1763,  by  the  treaty  of  Versailles,  France 
ceded  Minnesota  east  of  the  Mississippi  to 
England  and  west  of  it  to  Spain.  In  176G 
Capt.  Jonathan  Carver,  the  first  British  sub- 
ject, although  a  native  of  Connecticut,  visited 
the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony.  He  spent  some 
three  years  among  the  different  tribes  of 
Indians  in  the  upper  Mississippi  country; 
found  the  Indian  nations  at  war  and  suc- 
ceeded in  making  peace  between  them.  As 
a  reward  for  his  good  offices,  it  is  claimed 
that  two  chiefs  of  the  Sioux,  acting  for  their 
nation,  at  a  council  held  with  Carver  at  a 
great  cave,  now  Avithin  the  corporate  limits 
of  St.  Paul,  deeded  to  Carver  a  vast  tract  of 
land  on  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  extending  from 
the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony  to  the  foot  of  Lake 
Pepin,  on  the  Mississippi,  thence  east  one 
hundred  miles ;  thence  north  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles ;  thence  west  to  the  plafce 
of  beginning.  This  pretended  grant,  how- 
ever, was  examined  by  our  government  and 
totally  ignored. 

At  the  begmning  of  the  present  century 
there  were  no  wljite  men  in  Minnesota,  except 
the  few  engaged  in  the  fur  trade,  and  the  posts 
.  were  chiefly  held  by  the  Northwest  Com- 
pany, which  corporation  in  1794  erected  a 
stockade  at  Sandy  Lake.  In  1802  we  find 
"William  Morrison  trading  at  Leech  Lake,  and 
two  years  later  at  Itasca.'  In  the  meantime, 


in  1796,  the  laws  of  the  ordinance  of  1787 
had  been  extended  over  the  Northwest,*  and 
on  May  7,  1800,  that  part  of  Minnesota  east 
of  the  Mississippi  had  become  a  part  of  In- 
diana by  the  division  of  Ohio.  On  the  20th 
of  December,  1803,  that  part  of  Minnesota 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  for  forty  years  in  the 
possession  of  Spain  as  a  part  of  Louisiana, 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  Napoleon 
Bonaparte,  who  had  just -obtained  it  from 
Spain.  In  1804  Upper  Louisiana  Territory 
was  constituted.  During  the  following  j'^ear 
the  United  States  for  tho  first  time  sent  an 
officer  to  Minnosotjv,  in  tho  pei-son  of  Lieut. 
Z.  M.  Pike,  who  established  government  re- 
lations and  obtained  the  Fort  Snclling  reser- 
vation from  t])e  Dakotahs.  Ho  remained 
here  for  some  time,  but  the  war  of  1812 
coming  on  postponed  the  military  occupa- 
tion of  the  upjier  Mississippi  by  tho  United 
States  for  several  years.  Pike  afterward 
fell  in  battle  at  York,  in  Upper  Canada. 

In  1817  tho  Earl  of  Selkirk,  a  nobleman, 
visited  tho  Scotch  colony  on  the  Red  River, 
established  in  1812,  ajul  created  quite  an  ex- 
citement on  the  part  of  some  of  the  United 
States  authorities.  The  same  year  Mayor 
Stephen  II.  Long^  of  the  United  States  En- 
gineer Corps,  visited  Minnesota  and  made  a 
report  recommending  the  bluff  at  tlio  junc- 
tion of  the  Minnesota  and  Mississippi  rivere 
as  a  site  for  a  fort. 

In  1819  Minnesota  east  of  the  Mississippi 
River  became  a  part  of  Crawford  County, 
Mich.  During  the  same  year  Fort  Snoll- 
ing  Avas  established  and  the  site  of  Mendota 
was  occupied  by  the  United  States  troops, 
under  Col.  Leavenworth.  Major  Taliaferro 
was  appointed  Indian  agent. 

During  the  year  1820  much  of  interest 
transpired  on  Minnesota  soil.  Early  in  the 
spring  Jean  Baptisto  Faribault  brouglit 
Leavenworth's  horses  from  PniirioduCliien. 
On  the  5th  of  May  Col.  Leavenworth  estab- 
lished summer  quarters  at  Camp  Cold  water. 
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(Hennepm  County).    In  July  Gov.  Cass,  of 
Michigan,  visited  the  camps.  In  Auii^itCol. 
Joshia_Snclling  succeeded  Lc.avn.nvn..Mi  in 
command,  and  on  the  20th  of  September  the 
corner-stone  of  Fort  Snclling  (then  Fort  St 
Antliony)  was  Jaid.    On  the  15th  of  April 
the  superintendent  of  farming  for  Earl  Sel- 
kirk left  Prairie  du  Chien,  having  purchased 
seed  wheat;   he  ascended  the  Minnesota 
lliver  to  Big  Stone  Luke,  wliero  the  boats 
were  placed  on  rollers,  dragged  a  short  dis- 
tance to  Lake  Traverse,  and  readied  Pembina 
June  3.    This  year  the  first  marriage  in 
Minnesota  occurred,    Lieut.   Green  to  a 
(laughter  of  Capfc.  Gooding.   ThTfet  birtli 
of  a  white  child  in  the  State  occurred  tliis 
year,  a  daughter  to  Col.  Snelling;  died  the 
following  year.  ~"*^ 

In  1821  Fort  St.  Anthony  (Snelling)  was 
sufficiently  completed  to  bo  occH])ied  by 
troops.  During  this  year  a  sawmill  was 
constructed  at  St.  Anthony  Falls  for  tJie  use 
of  the  garrison  under  the  supervision  of 
Lieut.  McCabe. 

Nothing  of  particular  interest  transpired 
<luring  1822.  In  1823,  however,  the  first 
steamboat,  tlie  Virginia,  arrived  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Minnesota  lliver  on  tiie  10th  of  May, 
and  created  consternation  among  the  Indians! 
Beltrami,  the  Italian,  during  the  same  year 
explored  the  nortliernmost  sources  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  Maj.  Long,  of  the  United 
States  army,  visited  the  northern  boundary 
by  way  of  the  Minnesota  and  R6d  rivers. 
Millstones  for  grinding  fiour  were  sent  to 
St.  Anthony  to  bo  placed  in  the  sawmill 

In  1824  Gen,  Winfiekl  Scott  visited  Fort 
St.  Anthony,  and  at  liis  suggestion  the  name 
was  changed  to  Fort  Snelling, 

After  this  time  events  crowd  rapidly  one 
after  tlie  other  to  fill  in  the  time.  From 
1825  on,  the  arrival  of  steamboats  became 
more  frequent.  During  this  year  a  heavy 
i  ood  visited  the  Eed  Eiver,  and  a  portion  of 
the  colony  were  driven  to  Minnesota  and 
settled  near  Fort  Snellinjr. 
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In  1832  Sehoolcraft  explored  the  sources 
ot  the  Mississippi  Eiver,  and  during  the  fol- 
owingyear  Eev,  W.  T,  Boutwell  established 
the  first  mission  among  the  Ojibways  on 
Leech  Lake.  About  the  same  time  E  F  Ely 
opened  a  mission  school  at  Atkins,  a  tradmt 
post  on  Sandy  Lake.  ^ 
That  portion  of  Minnesota  lying  west  of 
the  Mississippi  Eiver  was  attached  to  Michi- 
gan in  1834.   During  this  year  Gen.  H.  II 
Sibley  settled  at  Mendota  as  agent  for  the 
fur  company,  and  Samuel  W,  and  Gideon 
IL  Fond,  missionaries  among  the  Sioux  ar- 
med.  They  were  followed  the  next  year 
»y  T.  S.  Williamson.  J.  D.  Stevens  and  Alex- 
ander G,  Iluggins^  and  in  June,  .1835,  a 
Presbyterian  Churai  was  organized  at  Fort 
Snelling,   Late  the  same  year  Maj,  J.  L, 
Bcauj  in  accordance  with  the  treaty  of  1825 
surveyed  the  Sioux  and  Ohippeway  bound- 
ary line  as  far  as  Otter  Tail  Lake, 

In  183G  the  Territory  of  "Wisconsin  was 
organized,  embracing  all  of  Minnesota  east 
of  the  Mifisissippi  Eiver;  that  territory  west 
of  the  rjver  being  attached  to  Iowa.  A 
number  of  steamboats  arrived  during  this 
year,  a  passenger  on  one  of  them  being,  the 
distinguished  French  astronomer,  Jean  N 
Nicollet. 

In  1837  Gov.  Dodge,  of  Wisconsin,  made 
a  treaty  at  Fort  Snelling  with  the  Ojib- 
ways,. by  which  the  latter  ceded  all  their 
pine  lands  on  the  St.  Croix  and  its  tributaries  • 
a  treaty  was  also  effected  at  Washington 
with  a  deputation  of  Dakotahs  for  their  pino 
lands  east  of  tlie  Mississippi.  These  treaties 
led  the  way  to  the  first  actual  settlements  in 
Uie  State.  The  treaty  was  ratified  by  Con- 
gress in  1838.  At  about  this  time  Franklin 
lieelo  made  a  claim  at  St.  Anthony  Falls; 
Pierre  Parrant  took  a  claim  and  built  a  cabin 

Paul; 


on  the  present  site  of  St.  Paul ;  Jeremiah 
EusseU  and  L.  W,  Stratton  made  the  first 
claim  at  Marine  in  the  St,  Croix  Valley. 
During  the  year  1838  a  steamboat  arrived  at 
■Fort  Snelling  with  J.  K  Nicollet  and  J.  C. 
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Fremont  on  a  scientific  expeditioij,  Develop- 
ment begins  in  the  St.  Oroix  Yalley,  Tiie 
next  year  the  chapel  of  "St.  Paul"  was 
built  and  consecrated,  giving  the  name  to 
the  capital  of  the  State. 

Henry  M.  Eice  arrived  at  Fort  Snelling 
in  1840,  others  came  and  in  November,  1841, 
St,  Oroix  County  Avas  established  Avith 
"Daliotah"  designated  as  the  county-seat. 

On  the  10th  of  Octobei',  1843,  a  settlement 
was  commenced  on  the  present  site  of  the 
city  of  Stillwater,  and  the  erection  of  a  saw- 
mill was  immediately  commenced.  The 
names  of  the  town  proprietors  were :  John 
McKusick,  from  Maine ;  Calvin  Leach^  from 
Vermont ;  Elam  Greeley,  from  Maine  and 
Elias  McKeane^  from  Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  E.  D.  NeilTin  his  "  Explorera  and  Pio- 
neei-s  of  Minnfesota,"  says  that  in  1846  "  the 
site  of  St.  Paul  was  chiefly  occupied  by  a 
few  shanties,  owned  by '  certain  lewd  fellows 
of  the  baser  sort,'  Avho  sold  rum  to  the  sol- 
diers and  Indians."  On  the  6th  of  August, 
1840,  the  Wisconsin  enabling  act  was  passed. 

In  1847  St.  Oroix  County  was  detached 
from  Crawford  County,  Wis.,  and  reorgan- 
ized for  civil  and  judicial  purposes  with  Still- 
water as  the  county-seat.  The  town  of  St. 
Paul  was  surveyed  and  pjatted,  and  recorded 
in  St.  Croix  County.  During  this  year  the 
Wisconsin  constitutional  convention  was  held. 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1848,  Wisconsin  was 
admitted  to  the  Union,  leaving  Minnesota 
(with  its  present  boundaries)  without  a  gov- 
ernment, and  on  the'  26th  of  the  following 
August  a  convention  was  held  at  Stillwater 
to  take  measures  for  a  separate  territorial  or- 
ganization. On  the  30th  of  Octobei-,  1848, 
Ilenry  II._Sible^  was  elected  delegate  to 
Congress,  and  he  was  admitted  to  a  seat 
January  15,  1849.  March  3d,  1849,  a  bill 
was  passed  organizing  Minnesota  Territory, 
and  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month  territo- 
rial officers  were  appointed.  June  1st  Gov. 
Ramsey  issued  a  proclamation  declaring 


the  territory  organized,  and  on  September  3d 
the  first  territorial  Legislature  assembled.  In 
1851  the  capital  of  the  State  was  ])ermanent- 
ly  located,  as  was  also  the  penitentiary.  In 
June,  1854,  the  first  line  of  railway  was  com- 
pleted to  St.  Paul. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  1857,  an  act 
passed  the  United  States  Senate,  to  author- 
ize tlie  people  of  Minnesota  to  form  a  consti- 
tution, preparatory  to  their  admission  to  tlio 
Union.  In  June  a  constitutional  convention 
Avas  held,  and  the  State  constitution  was 
framed.  This  was  adopted  on  the  13th  of 
October,  1857,  and  a  full  list  of  State  officers 
was  elected.  On  the  11th  of  May,  1868,  the 
President  approved  of  the  bill  admitting  the 
State,  and  Minnesota  was  fully  j-ecognized  as 
one  of  the  United  States  of  America.  The 
first  State  officers  were  sworn  in  on  the  24th 
of  May. 

From  this  time  on  Ave  can  only  briefly  re- 
view the  most  important  e\'ents  that  have 
transpired.  A  great  tide  of  immigration  had 
set  in  early  in  the  "fifties,"  Avhich  rapidly 
filled  up  portions  of  the  State,  until  in  1857 
a  census  gave  the  State  a  total  population  of 
150,037.  During  that  year,  however,  real 
estate  speculation  reached  a  climax,  and  the 
terrible  financial  panic  occurred  Avhich  great- 
ly retarded  the  settlement. 

In  1858  the  State  loan  of  $250,000  Avas 
negotiated;  five  million  loan  bill  Avas 
passed,  being  voted  on  April  15;  great  strin- 
gency in  money  market. 

During  1859  the  hard  times  continued 
to  intensify.  "Wright  County  War"  oc- 
curred ;  "  Glencoe"  and  "Owatonna"  money 
Avas  issued ;  woi-k  on  the  land  grant  roads 
ceased  ;  collapse  of  the  five  million  sciienic; 
first  export  of  grain  tlijit  fall;  hard  jiolitical 
struggle,  in  Avhich  the  Eepublicans  tri- 
umphed. 

Another  Avarm  political  canvass  occurred 
in  1800  ;  the  census  taken  this  year  gave  the 
Stat'e  a  total  population  of  172,123. 
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la  1801  war  cast  its  gloom  over  the  coun- 
try ;  on  April  13th  the  President's  proclama- 
tion for  troops  was  received ;  the  first  regi- 
ment recruited  at  once,  and  June  22d  it  em 
barked  at  Fort  Snelling  for  the  seat  of  war 

In  1802  occurred  the  memorable  Sioux 
outbreak;  August  17tli,  massacre  at  Acton ; 
August  18th,  outbreak  at  Lower  Sioux 
Agency ;  19th,  New  Ulm  attacked ;  20th, 
Fort  Eidgely  attacked;  25th,  second  attack 
on  Ifew  trim;  30th,  Fort  Abercrombie  be- 
sieged ;  September  1st,  the  bloody  affair  at 
Birch  Coolio;  19th,  fii-st  railroad  in  Minne- 
sota in  operation,  between  St.  Paul  and 
Minneapolis;  22d,  battle  of  Wood  Lake; 
26th,  captives  surrendered  by  the  Indians  at 
Camp  Release;  military  commission  tried 
321  Indians  for  murder,  303  condemned  to 
die;  December  20th,  thirty-eight  hung  at 
Mankato. 

In  1803  Gen.  Sibley  conducted  an  expedi- 
tion to  the  Missouri  Eiver ;  July  3d,  Little 
Crow  was  killed ;  July  24th,  battle  of  Big 
Mound  ;  26th,  battle  of  Dead  Buffalo  Lake ; 
July  28th,  battle  of  Stony  Lake. 

In  1864  the  civil  war  was  still  in  progress, 
and  large  levies  for  troop.s  were  made  in 
Minnesota;  expedition  to  Missouri  Elver,  un- 
der Sully ;  inflation  of  money  marlcct ;  occa- 
sional Indian  raids. 

In  1805  the  war  closed  and  peace  returns ; 
Minnesota  regiments  return  and  are  dis- 
banded ;  in  all,  25,052  troops  were  furnished 
by  the  State ;  census  showed  250,000  inhabi- 
tants. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  and  from  1800 
until  1872, "  good  times"  prevailed ;  immigra- 


tion was  very  heavy,  and  real  estate  and 
all  values  Avere  inflated.  The  western  por- 
tion of  the  State  received  many  settlers. 
Eailway  construction  was  very  active. 

In  1873  the  famous  grasshopper  raid  began 
throughout  the  western  part  of  the  State, 
and  continued  about  five  seasons.  January 
7-8-9  of  this  year,  a  terrible  storm  swept 
over  the  State,  in  which  seventy  persons  per- 
ished. In  September  of  the  same  year,  the 
financial  "  panic  of  1873  "  began. 

In  1874  and  1875  nothing  of  especial  im- 
portance occurred. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  1876,  ah  attack 
was  made  on  the  Bank  of  ITorthfield  by  a 
gang  of  armed  outlaws  from  Missouri ;  three 
of  the  latter  were  killed,  and  three  were  capt- 
ured. 

In  1877  biennial  sessions  ataendment  was 
adopted. 

In  1878  (May  2),  three  flouring  mills  at 
Minneapolis  exploded,  and  eighteen  lives 
lost. 

On  November  15th,  1880,  a  portion  of  the 
hospital  for  the  insane,  at  St.  Peter,  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire;  eighteen  inmates  were 
burned  to  death,  seven  died  subsequently  of 
injuries  and  fright,  and  six  were  missing. 
Total  loss  was  $150,000. 

In  1881  the  State  capitol  at  St.  Paul  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

In  1884  the  State  prison,  located  at  Still- 
water, was  partly  burned. 

In  1886  (April  14),  a  cyclone  swept  over 
St.  Oloud  and  Sauk  Eapids,  demolishing 
scores  of  buildings,  and  killing  about  seventy 
people. 


CHAPTER  III. 


THE  INDIAN  MASSACRE. 


HE  outbreak  of  the  Indians  in 
1862  furnishes  one  of  the  most 
interesting  chapters  in  Minneso- 
ta's history.  At  tlie  time  of  this 
sad  tragedy  there  were  scat- 
tered throughout  the  State  vari- 
ous bands  of  Sioux  Indians,  a 
powerful  and  warhke  nation. 
They  included  the  Medawakontons  (or  Village 
of  the  Spirit  Lake) ;  Wapatons,  (or  Village 
of  the  Leaves) ;  Sissetons  (or  Village  of  the 
Marsh),  and  Wapakutas  (or  Leaf  Shooters). 
.  These  four  tribes,  numbering  about  six  thou- 
sand and  two  hundred  persons,  comprised 
tlte  entire  annuity  Sioux  of'  Minnesota. 
All  these  Indians  had  from  time  to  time, 
from  the  19th  of  July,  1815,  to  the  date  of 
tiie  massacre  in  1862,  received  presents  from 
tlie  government,  by  virtue  of  various  treaties 
of  amity  and  friendship.  From  the  time  of 
the  treaty  of  St.  Louis  in  1816,  these  tribes 
had  remained  friendly  to  the  wliites,  and 
had  by  treaty  stipulations  parted  with  all 
the  lands  to  which  they  claimed  title  in 
Iowa ;  all  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  and  all  on  the  Minnesota  River  in 
Minnesota,  except  certain  reservations.  One 
of  these  re.servations  lay  upon  both  sides  of 
the  Minnesota  ten  miles  on  either  side  of 
that  stream,  from  Hawk  River  on  the  north 
to  Yellow  Medicine  River  on  the  south  side, 
thence  westerly  to  the  head  of  Big  Stone  Lake 
and  Lake  Traverse,  a  distance  of  about  one 
hundred  miles.  Another  of  these  reserva- 
tions commenced  at  Little  Eock  River  on 
the  east  and  a  line  running  due  south  from 
its  mouth,  and  extending  up  the  river 
westerly  to  the  eastern  line  of  the  reserva- 


tion first  named,  at  the  Hawk  and  Yellow 
Medicine  rivers.  The  last  also  had  a  width 
of  ten  miles  on  each  side  of  the  Minnesota 
River. 

Early  in  1858  »  scheme  was  devised  by 
the  authoi'ities  at  'Washington  for  the  civili- 
zation of  these  annuity  Indians.  A  civiliza- 
tion fund  was  provided,  to  bo  taken  from  their 
annuities  and  expended  in  improving  the 
lands  of  such  as  should  abandon  their  tribal 
relations  and  adopt  tlie  liabits  and  modes  of 
life  of  the  whites.  To  all  such,  lands  were 
assigned  in  severalty,  eighty  acres  to  tiie 
head  of  eacli  family,  on  which  should  bo 
erected  the  necessary  farm  buildings,  and 
farming  implements  and  cattle  furnished 
him.  At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  Indians  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  provisions  of  this  treaty 
and  become  "  farmer  Indians."  A  great 
majority  of  the  Indians,  however,  disliked 
the  idea  of  taking  any  portion  of  tlieir  gen- 
eral Aind  to  carry  out  the  civilization  scheme. 
Tliose  Avho  retained  the  blanket,  called 
"blanket  Indians,"  denounced  the  measure 
as  a  fraud,  as  it  was  slowly  but  surely 
destroying  what  was,  to  them,  their  God- 
given  right  to  the  chase.  The  result,  in  brief, 
of  this  civilization  scheme  was  this :  After 
the  chase  was  over  tlie  "blanket  Indians" 
would  pitch  their  tents  about  tiie  homes  of 
the  "farmer  Indians"  and  proceed  to  eat 
them  out  of  house  and  home,  and  when  the 
ruiu  was  complete,  the  "farmer"  with  his 
wife  and  children,  driven  by  necessity,  would 
again  seek  temporary  subsistence  in  the 
chase.  During  their  absence  the  "  blanket 
Indians"  would  commit  wliatever  destruc- 
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tion  of  fences  or  tenements  their  desires  or 
necessities  Avoukl  suggest.  In  tliis  way  tlie  an- 
nual process  continued,  so  tiiat  when  the 
"farmer  Indian"  returned  to  his  desolate 
home  in  the  spring  to  prepare  again  for  a 
crop,  he  looked  forward  to  no  diflferent  re- 
sults for  the  coming  winter.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  the  civilization  scheme  was  an  ut- 
ter failure. 

The  treaty  referred  to,  of  1858,  had  opened 
for  settlement  a  vast  frontier  country  of  the 
.most  attractive  cliaracter  in  the  valley  of 
the  Minnesota  Elver,  and  on  the  streams  put- 
ting into  tiiG  Minnesota  on  cither  side,  such 
as  Beaver  Greek,  Sacred  Heart,  Hawk  and 
Chippewa  rivers,  and   some  otlier  small 
streams,  there  were  flourishing  settlements 
of  white  families.    Within  this  ceded  tract, 
ten  miles  wide,  were  the  scattered  settle- 
ments of  Birch  Coolie,  Patterson  Eapids, 
and  others  as  far  up  as  the  upper  agency  at 
Yellow  Medicine,  in  Renville  County.  The 
county  of  Brown  adjoined  the  reservation, 
and  was  at  that  time  settled  mostly  by  Ger- 
mans,  Hero  was  also  the  flourishing  town 
of  Now  TJlni,  and  furtlier  on  was  a  thriving 
settlement  on  the  Big  Cottonwood  and 
"Watonwan.     Other  counties.  Blue  Earth, 
Nicollet,  Sibley,  Meeker,  McLeod,  Kandiyohi, 
Monongalia  and  Murray,  together  Avith  others 
somewhat  removed  from  the  direct  attack  of 
the  Indians,  as  Wright,  Stearns  and  Jackson, 
and  even  i-eaching  on  the  north  to  Fort 
Abercrombic,  thus  extending  from  Iowa  to 
the  valley  of  the  Red  River  of  the  North, 
were  severally  involved  in  the  consequences 
of  the  warfare  of  1802.    Tliis  extended  area 
had  a  population  estimated  at  over  fifty 
thousand. 

Early  in  tlio  fifties  complaints  began  to  be 
made  by  the  Indians,  and  dissatisfaction  be- 
gan to  be  manifest.  By  the  treaty  of  Trav- 
erse des  Sioux,  dated  July  23,  1851,  between 
the  United  States  and"tlio  Sissetons  and 
Wapatons,  $275,000  was  to  bo  jiaid  their 


chiefs,  and  a  further  sum  of  §30,000  was  to 
be  expended  for  their  benefit  in  Indian  ira- 
provomonts.  By  the  treaty  of  Mendota, 
dated  August  5,  1851,  the  Medawakantons 
and  Wapakutas  were  to  receive  the  sum  of 
$200,000,  to  be  paid  to  their  chief,  and  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  $30,000.  These  several  sums 
amounting  ,  in  the  aggregate  to  $550,000, 
these  Indians,  to  whom  they  were  payable, 
claim  they  were  never  paid,  except  perhaps 
a  small  portion  expended  in  improvements. 
This  led  to  great  dissatisfaction,  of  which 
the  government  was  fully  apprised.  Several 
parties  were  at  different  times  sent  out  by  tha 
Indian  department  of  the  government  to  in- 
vestigate into  the  causes,  but  the  rascality 
of  the  agents  and  officers  who  had  defrauded 
the  Indians  had  been  carefully  covered  up, 
and  as  usual  in  such  cases  the  guilty  parties 
were  oxculjiated.  This  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  most  important  causes  which  led  to 
the  massacre  of  1862. 

Another  cause  of  irritation  among  these 
annuity  Sioux  arose  out  of  the  Spirit  Lake 
massacre  of  1857— known  as  the  Inkpadutah 
massacre.  Inkpadutah  was  an  outlaw  of 
tho  Wapakuta  band  of  Sioux  Indians,  and 
iiis  acts  wore  entirely  disclaimed  by  the  "  an- 
nuity Sioux."  Ho  had  committed  murder  in 
Ills  own  tribe  some  twenty  years  previous, 
and  since  had  led  a  wandering  and  marauding 
life  about  tho  headwaters  of  the  Des  Moines 
River  and  westward  to  Dakota.  Finally  his 
outrages  reached  a  climax,  when  early  in  1857 
with  a  few  of  his  followers,  he  proceeded  to 
murder  every  family  in  the  little  settlement 
about  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa,  except  four  women 
whom  they  bore  away  captives.  From  there 
they  went  to  tho  Springfield  settlement  (on 
the  present  site  of  Jackson,  Minn.),  where  they 
murdered  seventeen  people,  making  a  total  of 
forty  seven  persons  killed.  They  then  re- 
treated westward.  Shortly  after  the  mas- 
sacre at  Springfield  (now  Jackson)  a  com- 
pany of  regular .  soldiers  under  Capt.  Bee 
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was  stationed  at  that  place,  and  had  the 
officer  been  a  zealous  or  capable  one  might 
easily  liave  overtaken  and  punished  tliem. 
As  stated  the  "  annuity  Sioux  "  disclaimed  the 
acts  of  this  outlaw ;  but  for  a  time  tlie  gov- 
ernment refused  to  pay  the  annuities  until 
tliey  should  deliver  up  the  murderers.  In  a 
short  time,  however,  the  government  let  the 
matter  drop,  and  continued  ro  pay  the  an- 
nuities as  before.  Some  thought  that  tliis 
was  a  great  error,  and  tiiat  tlie  Indians  mis- 
took it  for  a  sign  of  weakness. 

However  that  may  be,  as  time  went  on 
the  Indians  became  more  and  more  insolent, 
and  Little  Crow,  together  with  a  few  leaders 
among  the  annuity  Sioux,  from  the  time  the 
government  ceased  its  efforts  to  punish  Ink- 
padutah,  began  to  agitate  and  plan  the  great 
conspiracy  to  drive  the  whites  from  the  State 
of  Minnesota.  Little  Crow  was  one  of  the 
"  farmer  Indians,"  whose  headquarters  was 
a  short  distance  above  the  Lower  Agency, 
who  is  credited  with  being  tiie  leader  in  tlie 
outbreak  against  the  whites. 

The  antecedent  exciting  causes  of  this 
massacre  are  numerous.  Tlio  displaced 
agents  and  traders  find  the  cause  in  the  er- 
roneous action  of  the  government,  resulting 
in  their  removal  from  office.  The  statesman 
and  the  philosopher  may  unite  in  tracing  the 
cause  to  improper  theories  as  to  the  mode  of 
.  acquiring  the  right  to  Indian  lands.  The 
former  may  locate  the  evil  in  our  system  of 
treaties,  and  the  latter  in  our  theories  of  gov- 
ernment. The  philanthropist  may  find  the 
cause  in  the  absence  of  justice  which  we  ex- 
hibit in  all  our  intercoui-se  with  the  Indian 
races.  The  poet  and  the  lovers  of  romance 
in  human  character  find  the  true  cause,  as 
they  believe,  in  the  total  absence  of  all  ap- 
preciation of  tiie  noble,  generous,  confiding 
traits  peculiar  to  the  native  Indian.  The 
Christian  teacher  finds  apologies  for  acts  of 
Indian  atrocities  in  the  deficient  systems  of 
mental  and  moral  culture.    Each  of  these 


diffei"ent  classes  are  satisfied  that  the  gi-eat 
massacre  of  August,  18C2,  had  its  origin  in 
some  way  intimately  connected  witii  his 
favorite  theory. 

Maj.  Thomas  Galbraith,   Sioux  agent, 
says,  in  writing  of  the  causes  which  led  to 
the  massacre:  "The  radical,  moving  cause 
of  tlie  outbreak  is,  I  am  satisfied,  the  in- 
grained and  fixed  hostility  of  tlie  savage  bar- 
barian to  reform  and  civilization.   As  in  all 
barbarous  communities  in, the  history  of  the 
world,  the  same  people  have,  for  the  most 
part,  resisted  the  encroachments  of  civiliza- 
tion upon  their  ancient  customs,  so  it  is  in 
the  case  befoi-o  us.   Nor  does  it  matter  ma- 
terially in  what  shape  civilization  makes  its 
attack.    Hostile,  opposing  forces,  meet  in 
conflict,  and  a  war  of  social  elements  is  tlie 
result  —  civihzation  is  aggressive,  and  bar- 
barism stubbornly  resistant.  Sometimes, 
indeed,  civilization  has  achieved  a  bloodless 
victorj'^,  but  generally  it  lias  been  otherwise. 
Christianity,  itself,  the  true  basis  of  civiliza- 
tion, has,  in  most  instances,  waded  to  success 
through  seas  of  blood.    .    .    .  Having 
stated  thus  much,  I  state,  as  a  settled  fact 
in  my  mind,  that  the  encroachments  of 
Christianity,  and  its  handmaid,  civilization, 
upon  the  habits  and  customs  of  the  Sioux 
Indians,  is  the  cause  of  the  late  terrible  Sioux 
outbreak.   There  were,  it  is  true,  many  im- 
mediate inciting  causes,  which  will  be  allud- 
ed to  and  stated  hereafter,  but  they  are  sub- 
sidiary to,  and  developments  of,  or  incident 
to,  the  great  cause  set  forth.    .   .   ,  liut 
that  the  recent  Sioux  outbreak  would  have 
happened  at  any  rate,  as  a  result,  a  fair  con- 
sequence of  the  cause  here  stated,  I  have  no 
doubt. 

"Now  as  to  the  existing  or  immediate 
causes  of  the  outbreak :  By  my  predecessor  a 
new  and  radical  system  was  inaugurated ; 
practically,  and  in  its  inauguration,  he  was 
aided  by  the  Christian  missionaries  and  by 
the  government.   The  treaties  of  1858  were 


136 


HISTORY  OP  MINNESOTA. 


ostensibly  iiiucle  to  carry  this  new  system 
into  effect.  Tlie  tiieory,  in  substance,  was 
to  break  up  the  community  system  which 
obtainc<l  among  tlie  Sioux,  weaken  and  de 
stroy  their  tribal  relations,  and  individualize 
them,  by  giving  them  each  a  separate  home. 
.  .  .  On  the  1st  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1861,  when  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  my 
office,  I  found  that  the  system  had  just  been 
inaugurated.  Some  hundred  families  of  the 
annuity  Sioux  had  become  novitiates,  and 
their  relatives  and  friends  seemed  to  be 
favorably  disposed  to  the  new  order  of 
things.  But  I  also  found  that,  against  these 
were  arrayed  over  five  thousand  'annuity 
Sioux,'  besides  at  least  three"  thousand  Yank- 
tonais,  all  inflamed  by  the  most  bitter,  re- 
lentless and  devilish  hostility. 

"I  saw,  to  some  extent,  the  difliculty  of 
the  situation,  but  I  determined  to  continue, 
if  in  my  power,  the  civilization  system.  To 
favor  it,  to  aid  and  build  it  up  by  every  fair 
means,  T  advised,  encouraged,  and  assisted 
the  farmer  novitiates ;  in  short  I  sustained 
tlie  policy  inaugurated  hymy  predecessor, 
and  sustained  and  recommended  by  the  gov- 
ernment. T  soon  discovered  that  the  system 
could  not  be  successful  -without  a  sufficient 
force  to  protect  the  'farmer'  from  the  hos- 
tility of  the  '  blanket'  Indians. 

"  During  my  term,  and  up  to  the  time  of 
the  outbreak,  about  175  had  their  hair  cut 
and  had  adopted  the  habits  and  customs  of 
the  white  men. 

"  For  a  time,  indeed,  my  hopes  were  strong 
that  civilization  would  soon  be  in  the  as- 
cendant. But  the  increase  in  the  civilization 
party  and  their  evident  prosperity,  only 
tended  to  exasperate  the  Indians  of  the  'an- 
cient customs,'  and  to  widen  the  breach.  But 
while  these  are  to  be  enumerated,  it  may  be 
permitted  mo  to  hope  that  the  radical  cause 
will  not  be  forgotten  or  overlooked ;  and  I 
am  bold  to  express  this  desire,  because,  ever 
since  the  outbreak,  the  public  journals  of  the 


country,  religious  and  secular,  have  teemed 
with  editorials  by  and  communications  from 
'reliable  individuals,'  politicians,  philanthro- 
pists, philosophers  and  hired  'penny  a-liners,' 
mostly  mistaken  and  sometimes  willfully 
and  grossly  false,  giving  the  cause  of  the 
Indian  raid." 

Maj.  Galbraith  enumerates  a  variety  of 
other  exciting  causes  of  the  massacre,  which 
our  limit  will  not  allow  us  to  insert  in  this 
volume.    Among  other  causes,   .   .  that 
the.United  States  was  itself  at  war,  and  that 
"Washington  was  taken  by  the  negroes.  -  .  . 
But  none  of  these  were,  in  his  opinion,  the 
cause  of  the  outbreak. 
The  Major  then  adds: 
"Grievances  such  as  have  been  related, 
and  numberleas  others  akin  to  them,  were 
spoken  of,  recited,  and  chanted  at  their 
councils,  dances  and  feasts,  to  such  an  extent 
that,  in  their  excitement,  in  June,  18G2,  a 
secret  organization  known  as  the  'Soldiers' 
Lodge '  was  founded  by  the  young  men  and 
soldiers  of  the  lower  Sioux,  with  the  object, 
as  far  as  I  was  able  to  learn  through  spies 
and  informers,  of  preventing  the  '  traders ' 
from  going  to  the  pay-tables,  as  had  been 
their  custom.    Since  the  outbreak  I  have 
become  satisfied  that  the  real'  object  of  this 
'Lodge'  was  to  adopt  measures  to  'clean 
out '  all  the  white  people  at  the  end  of  the 
payment." 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
fearful  and  bloody  tragedy,  it  is  certain  that 
the  manner  of  the  execution  of  the  infernal 
deed  was  a  deep-laid  conspiracy,  long  cher- 
ished by  Little  Crow,  taking  form  under  the 
guise  of  the  "  Soldiers'  Lodge,"  and  matured ' 
in  secret  Indian  councils.  In  all  these  secret 
movements  Little  Crow  was  the  moving 
spirit. 

Now  the  opportune  moment  seemed  to 
lave  come.    Only  thirty  soldiers  were  sta- 
tioned .at  Fort  Eidgely.   Some  thirty  were 
all  that  Fort  Eipley  could  muster,  and  at 
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Fort  Abercrombie,- one  company  under  Capt. 
"Van  Per  Hork  was  all  the  whites  could 
depend  upon  to  repel  any  attack  in  that 
quarter.  The  whole  efifective  force  for  the 
defense  of  the  entire  frontier,  from  Pembina 
to  the  Iowa  line,  did  not  exceed  200  men. 
The  annuity  money  was  daily  expected,  and 
no  troops  except  about  one  hundred  men  at 
Yellow  Medicine,  had  been  detailed,  as  usual, 
to  attend  the  anticipated  payment.  Here 
was  a  glittering  prize  to  be  paraded  before 
the  minds  of  the  excited  savages.  The 
whites  were  weak ;  they  were  engaged  in  a 
terrible  war  among  themselves ;  their  atten- 
tion was  now  directed  toward  the  great 
struggle  in  the  South.  At  suc^i  a  time,  offer- 
ing so  many  chances  for  rapine  and  plunder, 
it  would  be  easy  to  unite  at  least  all  the 
annuity  Indians  in  one  common  movement. 
Little  Crow  knew  full  well  that  the  Indians 
could  easily  be  made  to  believe  that  now 
was  a  favorable  time  to  make  a  grand  attack 
upon  the  border  settlements. 

A  memorable  council  convened  at  Little 
Crow's  village,  near  the  lower  agency,  on 
Sunday  night,  August  3,  previous  to  the 
attack  on  Fort  Kidgely,  and  precisely  two 
weeks  before  the  massacres  at  Acton.  Little 
Crow  w^as  at  this  council,  and  he  was  not 
wanting  in  ability  to  meet  the  greatness  of 
the  occasion.  The  proceedings  of  this  council, 
of  course,  were  sepret.  The  council  matured 
the  details  of  the  conspiracy.  It  appears 
that  the  next,  day,  August  4,  a  party  of 
ninety-six  Indians  in  war  paint  and  fully 
armed,  rode  up  to  Fort  Eidgely  and  re- 
quested permission  to  hold  a  dance  and  feast 
in  the  fort.  They  were  allowed  to  hold  the 
dance  outside  the  fort,  but  Sergeant  Jones, 
with  singular  foresight,  mounted  a  howitzer 
charged  with  shell  and  canister-shot  and 
guarded  the  entrance,  having  it  pointed 
toward  the  Indians.  After  finishing  the 
dance  the  red-skins  left  without  making  the 
attack,  which  had  undoubtedly  been  medi- 


tated. Only  thirty  soldiers  occupied  the 
post  at  Fort  Ridgely,  and  this  was  deemed 
amply  sufficient  for  times  of  peace. 

On  the  same  day  a  great  many  Indians 
were  encamped  about  the- tipper  Agency. 
They  were  afraid  they  would  not  get  their 
annuity  money,  whicli  had  not  arrived  as 
yet.  They  had  been  complaining  bitterly 
of  starvation,  and  on  this  day  made  au 
attack  on  the  warehouse,  carrying  off  a 
great  deal  of  flour  and  .other  provisions. 
The  m.atter,  however,  was  finally  adjusted, 
and  the  agent  issued  rations,  promising  to 
distribute  their  money  as  soon  as  it  should 
arrive.  None  of  the  Indians,  however,  were 
punished  for  their  attack  on  the  supply 
house. 

We  now  come  to  the  massacre  itself,  the 
first  blow  of  which  fell  upon  the  town  of 
Acton,  in  Meelcer  County,  about  thirty-live 
miles  northeast  of  the  Lower  Sioux  Agency. 
On  Sunday,  August  17,  1862,  six  Sioux  In 
dians  brutally  murdered  a  man  named  Jones, 
AV'itb  his  wife  and  a  daughter,  and  a  man 
named  Webster  and  Howard  Balcpr. 

On  the  next  day,  Monday,  the  massacre 
at  the  Lower  Agency  occurred,  where  many 
were  killed  and  fearfully  mutilated.  A  few 
escaped  and  made  their  way  to  the  eastern 
settlements.  The  Indians  declared  it  to  be 
their  intention  to  kill  or  drive  off  all  the 
whites  to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver, 
and  to  spare  none.  All  that  day  the  work 
of  plunder  went  on  at  the  lower  agency, 
and  when  the  stores  and  dwellings  had  been 
emptied,  they  were  fired.  So  complete  was 
the  surprise  and  so  sudden  and  unexpected 
the  terrible  blow  that  not  a  single  one  of  the 
host  of  savages  Avas  slain.  In  thirty  min- 
utes from  the  time  the  first  gun  was  fired 
not  a  white  person  was  left  alive.  All 
were  either  weltering  in  their  gore  or  had 
fied  in  fear  and  terror  from  that  i)laco  of 
death.  It  seems  that  hundreds  of  the  In- 
dians had  gathered  hero  and  then  dispereed 
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through  the  scattered  settlements  for  their 
murderous  work. 

On  the  same  morning — of  August  18 — 
tlie  massacre  began  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Minnesota  Eiver,  from  Birch  Coolie  to 
Be  aver  Creek  and  beyond,  and  the  region 
ivas  strewn  with  the  mutilated  bodies  of  the 
dead  and  dying  men,  women  and  children. 
So  the  terrible  warfai-e  continued,  murder- 
ing and  burning ;  none  were  allowed  to  es- 
cape who  could  possibly  be  discoA'ered.  The 
outbreak  extended  over  a  vast  scope  of  coun- 
try, and  the  Indians  numbered  well  up  into 
the  thousands.  The  entire  lengtii  of  the 
Minnesota  and  its  tributaries,  and  out  into 
Dakota,  together  Avitli  all  the  western  part 
of  this  State  was  the  scene  everywhere  of  a 
carnival  of  blood.  The  counties  affected 
have  already  been  named. 

On  the  18th  of  August  the  Indians  at- 
tacked New  Ulm,  and  after  several  battles 
and  skirmislies  were  defeated.  A  few  days 
later  the  whites  evacuated  the  town  and 
moved  toward  Mankato. 

On  the  18th  of  August  the  battle  at  Lower 
Agency  Ferry  was  fought. 

On  the  20th,  seeing  they  Avere  foiled  in 
their  attack*  on  New  Ulm,  they  made  a 
furious  assault  on  Fort  Eidgely,  A  number 
of  whites  were  killed  and  wounded,  but  the 
Indians  were  defeated.  The  attack  was  re- 
newed on  the  22d  and  another  severe  battle 
occurred,  which  was  ended  by  night  coming 
on. 

Numerous  engagements  were  also  fought 
in  the  northei'n  part  of  the  State. 

Throughout  all  the  Minnesota  Eiver  coun- 
try many  women  and  children  Avere  taken 
prisoners.  In  the  meantime  companies  had 
been  raised  and  were  everywhere  following 
up  the  Indians  and  guarding  the  various  posts 
at  which  the  settlers  had  gathered.  These 
Yfirious  companies  had  also  picked  up  a  great 
many  wounded  found  on  the  prairies,  and  also 
buried  the  dead.   On  the  1st  of  September, 


Company  A,  Sixth  Eegiment  Minnesota  Vol- 
unteers, under  Capt.  H.  P.,  Gran t^  fought 
the  battle  of  Birch  Coolie,  a  most  terrible 
and  bloody  engagement.  The  noble  little 
band  of  soldiers  were  relieved  on  September 
3,  by  an  advance  movement  of  Col.  Sibley's 
'  forces  at  Fort  Eidgely.  The  signal  defeat 
of  Little  Crow  at  this  battle,  in  effect,  ended 
the  efforts  of  the  Indians  in  subduing  the 
whites  on  the  border.  After  this  battle  all 
of  the  Indian  forces  under  Little  Crow  be- 
^an  a  retreat  up  the  valley  of  the  Minnesota 
toward  Yellow  Medicine ;  and  on  Septem- 
ber 16,  Col.  Siblpy.  with  his  whole  column, 
moved  in  pursuit  of  the  fleeing  foe,  and  on 
the  23d  they  came  up  with  the  Indians  and 
defeated  them  in  the  battle  of  "Wood  Lake. 
This  put  an  end  to  the  hopes  of  Little  Crow. 
On  the  same  day  as  the  battle  of  Wood  Lake, 
the  'Wapeton  band  of  Indians  surrendered 
later  and  turned  over  to  Col.  Sibley;  all  the 
captives  — 107  whites  and  162  half-breeds. 
This  place  has  since  been  known  as  "  Camp 
Eelease." 

After  tlie  disaster  at  Wood  Lake,  Little 
Crow  retreated  in  the  direction  of  Big  Stone 
Lake,  with  those  who  remained  with  him. 
The  chief  was  never  captured,  but  is  said  to 
have  been  killed  at  Scattered  Lake  in  1863. 
Col.  Sibley  continued  to  pursue  the  deserting 
Indians,  and  d,emanded  the  surrender  of  all 
bands.  By  the  8th  of  October,  1802,  prison- 
ers had  come  in  and  surrendered  to  the  num- 
ber of  2,000.  Scouting  parties  were  sent 
over  various  parts  of  the  West,  and,  until  all 
danger  of  further  depredations  was  past, 
soldiers  were  stationed  at  all  of  the  frontier 
posts  and  settlements, 

A  military  commission  was  soon  after 
inaugurated  to  try  the  parties  charged  with 
murder  of  white  persons.  On  the  6th  of 
November,  1862,  321  Indians  and  their  allies 
were  found  guilty,  and  303  were  recom- 
mended for  capital  punishment,  and  the 
others  for  imprisonment.   They  were  im- 
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mediately  removed  under  a  guard  of  1,500 
men  to  South  Bend,  on  the  Minnesota  River, 
to  await  further  orders  from  the  govern- 
ment. The  final  decision  of  the  President 
was  rendered  on  the  ITth  of  December,  1802, 
ordering  that  forty  of  these  bo  Imng  on  Fri- 
day, December  26.  One  of  tliese  died  a 
sliort  time  before  the  day  set,  and  one  other, 
a  half  breed,  had  his  sentence  commuted  to 
imprisonment  for  life  just  before  the  fatal 


dajr.  As  to  the  other  thirty-eight  the  sen- 
tence was  executed  at  Mankato  on  the  daj-  set. 

On  the  IGth  of  February,  18G3,  the  trea- 
ties before  tliat  time  existing  between  tlie 
United  States  and  tlieso  "annuity  Indians" 
were  abrogated  and  annulled,  and  all  lands 
and  rights  of  occupancy,  and  all  annuities 
and  claims  then  existing  in  favor  of  said 
Indians,  were  declared  forfeited.  Thus  ended 
the  saddest  chapter  of  Minnesota's  history. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


TEERITORIAL  AND  STATE  OFPIOEES. 


TERRITOEIAL  OFFICERS, 


|IIE  first  governor  of  fclio  Terri- 
tory  of  Minnesota  was  Alexander 
Ramsey,  Avho  served  from  June 
1,  18-iO,  to  May  15,  1853,  "Willis 
A.  Gorman  succeeded  him,  and 
held  the  ollice  until  April  23> 
1857.  Samuel  jVIedary  was  the 
next  territoriar  governor,  and 
held  the  office  until  the  State 
officers  were  sworn  in,  May  24,  1858. 

The  first  secretary  of  the  Territory  was 
Charles  K.  .Smith,  ivho  served  from  June  1, 
1840,  until  October  23, 1S51,  Avhen  Alexander 
Wilkin  qualified  and  heUl  the  office  until 
May  15, 1853.  Joseph  Travis  Rosser  was 
the  next,  and  served  until  April  23,' 1857. 
Charles  L.  _ Chase,  the  last  territorial  sec- 
retary, qualified  on  the  date  last  named  and 
served  until  succeeded  by  the  newly  chosen 
secretary  of  state.  May  24,  1858. 

Tlio  office  of  territorial  trensurer  was  first 
filled  by  Calvin  A.  Tuttle,  who  served  from 
November  3, 1840,  to  July  2,  1853.  George 
W.  Ercscott  came  next  and  retained  the 
position  until  February  24,  1854.  Succeed- 
ing him  Charles  E.  Leonard  served  until 
May  7, 1857,  when  -  George  W.  Armstrong 


was  appointed  and  served  until  tlio  State 
ofiicers  qualified,  May  24,  1858. 

J.  E.  McKusick  was  the  first  territorial 
auditor,  qualifying  November  3,  1849,  and 
serving  until  November  30,  1852.  A.  Van 
Vorbecs  succeeded  him  and  held  the  office 
until  the  15th  of  May,  1853,  Avhen  Socrfites 
Nelson  qualified.  Januaiy  17,  1854,  Julius 
Ci^eomj.  took  charge  of  the  office  and  served 
until  succeeded  by  the  State  auditor,  May 
24, 1868. 


m 


During  the  existence  of  the  Territory  of 
Minnesota,  Lorenzo  A.  Babcock  and  then 
Lafayette  Emmett  were  the  only  ones  to 
hold  the  office  of  attorney  general.  The 
first  named  served  from  June  1,  1849,  until 
May  15,  1853,  and  the  latter  from  1853  until 
May  24,  1858. 

In  territorial  times  there  were  no  districlT 
judges,  but  the  justices  of  the'supreme  court 
attended  to  all  judicial  matters  now  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  bench.  The 
first  chief  justice  of  the  territorial  supreme 
court  Avas  Aaron  Goodrich,  who  served  from 
June  1,  1849,  to  November  13,  1851,  when 
Jerome  Fuller  was  appointed  and  presided 
until  December  16,  1852.  Henry  Z.  Hayner 
was  next  appointed,  but  never  presided  ata 
term  of  court.  WiHiam  H.  Welch  was  ap- 
pointed  April  7,  1853,  and  served  until  May 
24,  1858, 

David  Cooper  and  Bradley  B.  Meeker 
were  the  first  associate  justices,  and  serveH 
from,  June  1,  1849,  until  April  7,  1853. 
Their  successors  were  Andrew  G.  Chatfleld 
and  Moses  G.  Sherburne,  who  retained  the 
positions  until  April,  1857,  and  were  fol- 
lowed by  R.  R,  Nelson  and  Charles  E. 
Eland  rau.  who  served  until  the  State  officers 
qualified. 

The  clerks  of  the  territorial  supreme  court 
were :  J ames  K.  Humphrey.  Andrew  J.  Whit- 
ney  and  George  W.  Prescott,  in  the  order 
named.  The  reporters  were:  William  Hol- 
linshead.  Isaac  Atwater,  John  B.  Brisbin,  M. 
E.  Ames  and  Harvey  Officer. 

Henry  IL  Sibley  was  the  first  delegate 
from  the  Territory  to  Congress,  serving  from 
January  15,  .1849,  to  March  4, 1853.  Henry 


HISTORY  OF  MINNESOTA. 


141 


M.  Eice  was  the  second,  serving  from  De- 
cember 5, 1853,  to  March  4,"  1857,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  W.  W.  Kmgsbury,  who 
qualified  December  Y,  185Y,  and  whose  term 
expired  May  11,  1858. 

STATE  0FFICEE8. 

The  governors  of  the  State  of  Minnesota, 
in  their  order  have  been  as  follows :  Henry 
H.  Sibley^  from  May  24, 1858,  to  January  2, 
1860 ;  Alexander  Ramsey,  to  July  10, 1863  ; 
Henry  A.  Swift,  to  January  11,  1864; 
Stephen  Miller,  during  1864-5;  William  E. 
Marshall,  during  1866-7-8-9 ;  Horace  Aus- 
tin, during  1870-1-2-3 ;  Cushman  IL  Davis. 
during  1874-5;  John  S.  Pillsbury .  during 
1876-7-8-9-80-81 ;  Lucius  F.  Hubbard,  dur- 
ing 1882-3-4-5-6,  and"  A.  E.  McGill.  the 
present  governor,  who'assumed  the  duties  of 
the  office  January  5, 1887. 

The  lieutenant  govei-nors  since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  State  have  been  as  follows : 
"William  Holcomb,  from  May  24,  1858,  to 
January  2,  1860;  Ignatius  Donnelly,  to 
March  3, 1863 ;  Henry  A.. Swift,  to  July  10, 
1863;  Charles  D.  Sherwood,  during  1864-5  ; 
Thomas  H.  Armstrong,  during  1800-7-8-9  ; 
William  H.  Yale^  during  1870-1-2-3;  Al- 
phonzo  Barto,  during  1874-5 ;  James  B. 
Wakefield,  during  1876-7-8-9 ;  0.  A.  Gi]j- 
man.  during  1880-1-2-3-4-5-6,  and  A.  E. 
Eice.  who  qualified  January  4, 1887. 

The  office  of  secretary  of  State  has  been 
filled  successively  by  the  following  gen- 
tlemen :  Francis  Baasen,  from  May  24, 1858, 
to  January  2,  1860;  James  H.  JBaker,  to 
November  17, 1862 ;  David  Blakelv.  to  Janu- 
ary 8,  1866;  Henry  0.  Eogers.  during  the 
years  1866-7-8-9 ;  Hans  Mattson^  during 
1870-1 ;  S.  F.  Jennison,  during  1872-3-4-5 ; 
John  S.  Irgens,  during  1876-7-8-9;  Fred. 
Von  Baumbach,  during  1880-1-2-3-4-5-6, 
and  Hans  Mattson.  during  1887-8. 

The  State  treasurers  have  been  as  follows : 
George  W.  Armstronf^,  from  May  24, 1858, 


to  January  2,  1860 ;  Charles  Scheffer.  during 
1860-1-2-3-4-5-6-7 ;  Emil  Munch,  duiing 
1868-9-70-1 ;  William  Seeger,  from  January 
5, 1872,  to  February  7, 1873  ;  Edwin  W.  Dyke, 
to  January  7,  1876  ;  William  Pfgender,  dur- 
ing 1876-7-8-9  ;  Charles  Ivittelson.  during 
1880-1-2-3-4-5-6,  and  Joseph  Bobleter.  the 
present  treasurer,  who  was  elected  for 
1887-8. 

The  auditors  of  State  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: W.  F.  Dunbar,  from  May  24,  1858, 
to  January  1,  1801 ;  Charles  Mcllrath  to 
January  13, 1873 ;  O.  P.  Wliitcoinb,  to  Jan- 
uary 10,  1882,  ancrW.  W.  Braden.'who  is 
the  present  incumbent  of  the  office. 

The  office  of  attorney  general  has  been 
filled  as  follows :  Chai-les  H.  Bcrry^  served 
from  May  24, 1858,  to  January  2,  1860 ;  Gor- 
don E.  Cole,  served  during  1860-1-2-3-4-5  ; 
William  Colville,  during  1866-Y;  F.  E.  E. 
Cornell,  during  1808-9-70-1-2-3 ;  George  P. 
"Wilson,  during  1874-5-0-7-8-9  ;  Charles  M. 
Start,  from  January  10,  1880,  to  March  11, 
1881 ;  W.  J.  Hahn.  to  January  5,  1887,  and 
Moses  E.  Clapp,  the  present  attorney  general. 

The  present  board  of  railroad  commission- 
ers is  made  up  of  Horace  Austin,  John  L. 
Qibbs  and  George  L.  Becker.  Those  who 
have  composed  the  board  in  the  past  were: 
A.  J.  Edgerton.  W.  E.  Marshall.  J.  J.  Ean- 
daU,  J.  H.  Baker  and  S.  S.  Murdock. 

Edwai'd  D.  Neill  Avas  the  lirst  superintend- 
ent of  public  instruction  for  Minnesota.  He 
was  appointed  in  March,  1860,  and  on  tlio 
1st  of  July,  1861,  was  succeeded  by  B.  F. 
Qrary.  From  1802  to  1867  the  secretary  of 
State  was  ex-officio  superintendent,  but  on 
April  1,  1867,  M.  H.  Dunnell  Avas  appointed 
superintendent,  and  served  until  August, 
1870,  when  he  Avas  succeeded  by  H.  B.  Wil- 
son. April  3,  1875,  David  Burt  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent,  and  retained  tlie 
office  until  succeeded  by  the  present  incum- 
bent, D.  L.  Kiehl,  who  was  appointed  Sep 
tember  1,  1881. 
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The  office  of  insurance  commissioner  has 
been  held  in  turn  by  Pennock  Pusey,  A.  R. 
McGill  and  Charles  Shandrew;  the  last 
named  gentleman  having  been  appointed 
January  6, 1887,  is  <.he  present  commissioner. 

The  commissioners  of  statistics  have  been 
as  follows :  J.  A.  Wheelock,  Pennock  Pusev. 
0.  F.  Solberg,  J.  B.  Phillips,  T.  M.  Metcalf, 
J.  P.  Jacobson,  P.  gneedorff .  Oscar  Malmros, 
A.  F.  ]N"ordin,  Victor  Hjortsberg  and  Her- 
man Stockenstrom. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  gentlemen 
Avho  have  filled  the  office  of  adjutant-gen- 
eral: Alex,  C.  Jones,  W.  H.  Acker,  JohnB. 
Sanborn,  Oscar  Malmros,  John  Poller,  II.  P. 
Van  Cleve,  M.  D,  Flower,  H.  A.  Oastle,  H. 
P.  Van  Cleve,  A.  C.  Ilawley,  0.  M.  McCar^ 
thy  and  F.  W.  Seelcy.  ^ 

JUDICIARY. 

The  first  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  State  was  Lafayette  Emmett,  who 
was  sworn  in  May  24,  1858,  and  served  until 
January  10,  1865.  Thomas  Wilson  suc- 
ceeded him  and  served  until  July  14, 18C9, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  James  Gilfillan. 


Christopher  G.  Eipley  was  the  next,  holding  . 
the  position  from  /anuary  7,  1870,  until' 
April  7, 1874,  when'  he  was  followed  by  S. 
J.  R.  McMillan,  who  served  until  March  10, 
1875.   At  that  time  James  Gilfillan  became 
chief  justice,  and  is  the  present  incumbent. 

The  following  statements  will  show  the 
associate  justices,  together  with  the  date  of 
qualification  of  each :  Charles  E.  Flandrau 
and  Isaac  Atwater  served  from  May  24, 
1858,  to  July  6,  1864;  S.  J.  R.  McMillan 
from  July  6,  1864,  to  April  7, 1874;  Thomas 
Wilson  from  July  6,  1864,  to  January  10, 
1865 ;  George  B.  Young  from  April  16, 
1874,  to  January  11, 1875  ;  F.  E.  E.  Cornell 
from  January  11, 1875,  to  May  23, 1881,  and 
Greenleaf  Clark  from  March  14,  1881,  to 
January  12,  1882.  The  present  associate 
justices  are  John  M.  Berry,  who  first  quali- 
fied January  10,  1865 ;  D.  A,  .Dickinson, 
since  June  27, 1881 ;  William  Mitchell,  since 
March  14,  1881,  and  C.  E.  Vanderburgh, 
since  January  12,  1882. 

As  to  district  courts,  the  State  is  now 
divided  into  thirteen  districts. 


CHAPTER  Y. 


REPRESENTATION  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  CONGRESS,  AND  THE 

CREATION  OF  COUNTIES. 


ENATORS.  The  firstUnited  States 
Senators  from  Minnesota  were 
James  Shields  and  Henry  M.  Rice, 
who  took  the  oath  of  office  May 
11,  1858.  The  former  was  suc- 
ceeded on  March  4th,  1860,  by 
Morton  S.  Wilkinson,  who  served 
the  full  term.  Daniel  S.  Norton 
•was  sworn  in  to  succeed  Wilkin- 
son, March  4,  1867,  and  died 
while  in  office,  July  14, 18Y0.  O. 
P.  Stearns  was  appointed,  and  served  out  the 
few  weeks  left  of  the  term.  William  Win- 
dom  came  next,  and  retained  the  office  until 
March  13, 1881,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
A.  J.  Edgerton,  who  resigned,  however,  in 
October  of  the  same  year,  and  William  Win- 
dom  was  again  chosen,  serving  nntil  suc- 
ceeded by  one  of  the  present  Senators,  D.  M. 
Sabin,  March  4, 1883. 

Henry  M.  Rice,  who  was  mentioned  as  a 
colleague  of  James  Shields,  served  as  United 
States  Senator  from  May  11, 1858,  to  March 
4, 1863,  when  Alexander  Ramsey  succeeded 
him,  and  retained  the  position  until  March  4, 
1875.  S.  J.  R.  McMillan  became  United 
States  Senator  on  the  day  last  named,  and 
occupied  the  position  for  two  full  terms — 
.twelve  years — being  succeeded  March  4, 
188Y,  by  Cushman  K.  Davis,  one  of  the 
present  Senators. 

EEPRESENTATIVES  TO  cSnGBESS. 

The  territorial  delegates  have  already  been 


spoken  of.    When  the  State  of  Minnesota 
was  organized,it  was  entitled  to  two  represent- 
atives in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States.   This  state  of  affairs  con- 
tinued until  18Y1,  when  a  reapportionment 
was  made,  and  the  State  Avas  allowed  three 
members  of  the  House.    At  that  time  the 
State  was  divided  into  three  congressional 
districts— No.  1,  embracing  the  southern. 
No.  2  the  central,  and  No.  3  the  nortliern 
portion  of  the  State.    In  1881  another  ap- 
portionment Avas  made,  by  which  the  State 
secured  tivo  Representatives.    This  is  the 
present  status  of  the  representation.  Tlie 
State  is  divided  into  five  congressional  dis- 
tricts, as  follows  :  The  fii-st  district,  includes 
Houston,  Fillmore,  Mower,  Freeborn,  Steele, 
Dodge,  Olmsted,   Winona  and  Wabasha 
counties  ;  the  second  district  includes  Fari- 
bault, Blue  Earth,  Waseca,  Watonwan,  ]\Iar- 
tin,  Cottonwood,  Jackson,  Murray,  Nobles, 
Rock,  Pipestone,  Lincoln,  Lyon,  Redwood, 
Brown,  Nicollet,  Yellow  Medicine,  Luc  qui 
Parle,  Sibley  and  Le  Sueur  counties  ;  the 
tliird  district  embraces  Goodhue,  Rice,  Swift 


Dakota,  Scott,  Carvci:,  Mcleod,,  Meeker, 
Kandiyohi,  Renville  and  Chippewa  counties ; 
.the  fourth  district  includes  Washington, 
Ramsey,  Hennepin,  Wriglit,  Pine,  Kanabec, 
Anoka,  Cliisago,  Isanti  anil  Sherburne  coun- 
ties, and  the  fifth  district  includes  Mille  Lacs, 
Benton,  Morrison,  Stearns,  Pope,  Douglas, 
Stevens,  Big  Stone,  Traverse,  Grant,  Todd, 


'■14 


m STORY  OF  MINNESOTA. 


Crow  Winft  Aitkin,  Carlton,  Wadena,  Otter 
Tail,  Wilkin,  Cass,  Becker,  Clav,  Polk,  Bel- 
trami, Mai-shall,  Hubbard,  Kittson,  Itasca, 
St.  Louis,  Lake  and  Cook  counties. 

Tlie  following  is  a  list  of  the  various  gen- 
tlemen who  have  represented  Minnesota  in 
the  lower  house  of  Congress,  with  the  years 
during  which  they  served.  With  one  or  two 
exceptions,  the  tenn  of  office  began  and 
closed  March  4th. 
W.  W^rhelps.  1858-9 ;  J.  M.Cavenauffh 


1858;  William  Windoin,  1860-1-2-3-4-5-0-7^8"; 
Cyrus  Aldrich.  18G0-1-2;  Ignatius  Donnelly' 
1864-5.6-7-8;  M.  S.  >yilkinson,  1869-70 ;  i 
M.  Wilson^  1809-70;  John  T.  Averill.  1871-2- 
3-4;  M.  H.  Bunnell,  frdm  1871  to  1883;  H 
B.Struight,  1874-5-6-7-8;  William  S.  King. 
1870;  J.  H.  Stewart.  1878;  Henry  Po"ShW 
1879-80;  IL  B.  Straight.'  1881-2-3-4-5-6;'  W 
D.  TVashburn^  1879-80-1-2-3-4;  Mile  White. 
1883-4-5-0;   J.  B.  Wakefield,  1883-4-6-0  f 
Kmite  Nelson,  1883-4-5-0-7-8;  J.  B.  Gimilan. 
1885-6;  Thomas  Wilson.  1887-8;  JohnLind, 
1887-8  ;  John  L.  McDonald.  1887-8 ;  EdJ^Jii^rd 
JRice,  1887-8.  — — 

CKEATION  OF  COPNTIES. 

In  this  connection  we  present  a  list  of  the 
counties  of  Minnesota,  together  with  the 
date  on  which  they  were  created  by  the  terri- 
torial or  State  Legislatures,  v-iz.; 
Aitkin,  May  23, 1857,        Marshall.  Pebruaiy25, 1878, 


Anoka,  May  28, 1857.       Martin.  May  23, 1857 
Becker,  March  18,  1858,     Meeker,  February  23  185a 
Beltrami,  F'bru'ry28, 18C6.  Mlllo  Lacs,  May  33,  1857 
Benton,  October  27. 1849.  Morrison,  Febr'ry  25  1858 
Big  Stone,  F'br'ry  20, 1862.  Mower,  February  20, 1855  ' 
Blue  Earth,  M«rch-S.  1853.  Murray. T^Iay  23  1857  ' 
Brown.  February  20. 1855.  Nicolleti  March  5.  1853 
Carlton.  May  23.  1857.       Nobles,  May  23. 1857 
Carver.  February  20,  1855,  Norman.  Nov'mb'r  29  1881 
Cass.  September  1 ,  1851 .    Olmsted.  February  20, 1855* 
Chippewa.  F'br'ry  20, 1803.  Otter  Tail.  March  18.  1868' 
Chisago,  Septemberl,  1851.  Pine,  March  31, 1856 
Clay.  March  2,  1803,         Pipestone.  May  28,  1867, 
Cook,  March  0.  1874,         Polk.  July  20,  1858, 
Cottonwood.  May  23.  1857.  Pope,  Febmaiy  20, 1862 
Crow  Wing,  May  28, 1857.  Ramsey.  October  27,  1840 
Dakota.  October  27.  1849.  Redwood.  February  0, 1802* 
Dodge,  February  80, 1855,  Renville,  Febniai720. 1855* 
Douglas.  March  8, 1858.    Rice,  March  6, 1858, 
Faribault,  F'br'ry  20, 1855,  Rock.  March'28. 1857 
Fillmore.  March  5.  1853.    St.  Louis,"  March  1.  1^6 
Freeborn.  F'br'ry,  20. 1855,  Scott,  March  6, 1868,  ' 
Goodhue,  March  5.  1853,    Sherburne.  Fcb'y  25  1856 
Orant.  March  6,  1868.       :Slblev.  Mnrnh  fi  IBM 
Hennepin,  March  6.  1853,  Stearns,  Februiuy  20  1866 
Houston,  Feb'ry  23, 1854,   Steele.  February  20  1855* 
Hubbard.  Feb'y  36. 1883.   Stovcqs,  February  20,'  1860* 
Isanti,  February  13, 1857,  SWift.  March  4. 1870, 
Itasca.  October  29, 1849,    Todd,  Februaiy  20, 1862 
Jackson,  May  28,  1857.      Travers,  February  20,  1863, 
Kanabec.  March  13.  1858,  "Wabasha,  Octobers?.  1849 
Kandiyohi.  March  20, 1858,  Wadena,  July  11, 1858  ' 
Kittson,  February25. 1879,  Waseca,  February  27,  1867 
Lac  qui  Parle,  Nov.  8. 1871,  Washington,  Oct.  27,  1849* 
Lake,  March  1,  1856.        Watonwan.  Nov.  6,  I860  ' 
Lo  Sueur,  March  6, 1853,    Wilkin,  March  0, 1868.  ' 
Lincoln.  March  6.1873.      Winona.  Febmaiy  28, 1849 
Lyon,  November  2, 1800,    Wright.  February  20,  1856! 
McLeod.  March  1, 1856.     Yellow  Medicine,  Novem- 
ber 3,  1871, 
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i^ON.  WIL 
apromir 
'■^^X.  village  o 


WILLIAM  H.  GREENLEAF. 
,  prominent  lumbex'  dealer  of  the 
of  Litchfield,  is  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  Meeker  county  who  lias 
risen  to  prominence  through  his  own  unaided 
efforts.  He  is  a  native  of  Allegheny,  now 
Livingston  county,  New  York,  born  Decem- 
ber 7,  1834:,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Elmira  (Sanford')  Greenleaf,  natives  of  the 
Empire  State  and  Vermont,  respectively. 
The  Greenleaf  family  is  of  respectable  antiq- 
uity in  this  country,  the  chain  of  ancestry 
havjng  been  traced  back  as  follows:  William 
Greenleaf,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  the 
son  of  Tilly  Greenleaf  and  was  born  Decem- 
ber 23,  1797.  Tilly  was  the  son  of  Israel 
Greenleaf,  and  born  March  25,  1770.  Israel 
was  born  March  28,  1732,  and  was  the  son 
of  Dr.  Daniel  Greenleaf,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 7,  1702,  died  July,  1795,  and  was  the 
son  of  Rev.  Daniel  Greenleaf.  The  latter 
was  the  son  of  Stephen  Greenleaf,  Jr.,  and 
was  born  February  10,  1680,  and  died  Au- 
gust 26,  1763,  his  father's  birth  having  taken 
place  August  15, 1652,  and  his  death  October 
13,  1743.  Stephen  Greenleaf,  Sr.,  was  born 
in  1630,  and  was  the  son  of  Edmund  Green- 
leaf, and  died  December  1, 1690.   His  father. 


Edmund,  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Brixham, 
Devonshire,  England,  about  1600,  and  came 
with  his  family  in  1635  to  this  country  and 
settled  at  Newbury,  in  the  colony  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay.  He  was  the  lineal  descend- 
ant of  an  old  French  Huguenot  family,  who 
left  their  home  in  La  Belle  France  on  account 
of  religious  persecutions  early  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  the  name  Greenleaf  being  a  literal 
translation  of  their  French  name,  Fijillevert. 

The  subject  of  this  ])ersonal  memoir,  Will- 
iam ILy-when  he  was  but  eight  years  of  ago, 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Jefferson  county, 
Wisconsin,  which  in  that  year,  1843,  was  but 
a  new  country,  where  his  father  settled  upon 
a  farm.  When  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
seventeen,  William  II.  commenced  attending 
school  at  the  Fort  Atkinson  Academy,  his 
earlier  education  having  been  derived  from 
the  common  schools,  and  remained  at  that 
institution  some  two  years,  after  which  he 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  civil  engineering. 
In  1856,  during  the  Kansas  troubles,  he  made 
a  trip  to  that  territor)"^  with  a  company  raised 
by  Prof,  Daniels^  for  the  assistance  of  the 
Free  Soileis.  He  returned  to  Wisconsin 
where,  in  1857,  he  was  engaged  as  surveyor 
on  the  Wisconsin  Central  railroad.    In  the 
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spring  of  1858  lie  came  to  Meeker  county  and 
located  upon  section  30,  Ellsworth  township, 
where  he  put  up  a  saw  mill  and  improved  the 
Avater  power.   He  also  took  up  a  homestead 
on  section  25,  in  Greenleaf  township,  which 
township  was  named  in  his  honor.   A  his- 
tory of  his  business  operations  while  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Greenleaf  is  given  in  detail  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  "While  a  resident  of  that  place 
he  Avas  awakened  at  four  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  August  18, 1862,  and  told  the  dread- 
ful tidings  of  murder  and  rapine  that  her- 
alded the  terrible  massacre  of  that  eventful 
year,  and  as  soon  as  possible  took  his  wife 
and  ten-months-old  child  to  St.  Paul  for  se- 
curity, and  then  returned  to  help  make  a 
stand  against  the  red  fiends  who  were  depop- 
ulating the  border.    Ho  stopped  at  Hutchin- 
son, where  he  went  through  the  experience  of 
border  warfare  with  the  people  of  that  vil- 
lage and  remained  that  fall.   He  then  went 
to  Minneapolis,  where  he  made  his  home  un- 
til March,  1864:,  and  then  returned  to  this 
county,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since.  In 
the  spring  of  18Y2  he  removed  to  Litchfield, 
and  put  up  some  of  the  first  buildings  in  that 
town.   In  1871  he  entered  into  the  general 
merchandise  business  in  that  "burg"  in 
which  he  continued  until  1876.   In  4874  he 
was  appointed  receiver  of  the  United  States 
Land  office  at  this  place  and  continued  in 
that  oflice,  having  been  reappointed  in  1878, 
until  1879,  when  he  resigned.   In  1878  he 
purchased  the  lumber  yard  of  M.  J.  Flynn, 
and  in  1880  that  of  H.  B.  Brown,  and  consoJi- 
dated  the  two,  thus  establishing  his  present 
business.  In  1882  the  present  firm  was  formed 
by  the  admission  of  his  son,  Charles  A.,  to  a 
full  partnership. 

In  the  fall  of  1870  Mr.  Greenleaf  Avas 
elected  by  the  people  of  this  district  to  rep- 
resent them  in  the  State  Legislature,  and 
served  continuously  for  three  sessions  in  that 
capacity.  In  1882  he  Avas  sent  to  the  State 
Senate  and  for  four  years  Avas  a  member  of 


that  august  body,  looking  sharply  after  the 
interests  of  his  constituents.  He  Avas  united 
in  marriage  September  27,  1859,  with  Miss 
Cordelia  J.  DeLong,  the  daughter  of  Hiram 
and  Maria  DeLong,  the  latter  a  niece  of  the 
celebrated  revolutionary  general,  Ethan  Al- 
.len.  Her  father  is  still  living  at  Greenleaf 
village  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-nine 
years.  The  result  of  this  marriage  has  been 
four  children— Charles  A.,  of  whom  a  sketch 
is  given  elsewhere ;  Jessie  A.,  now  Mrs.  H;  S. 
Branham ;  and  tAvins,  Frankie  and  Fred,  de- 
ceased. 



MORRIS  Y.  TAYLOR,  an  enterprising, 
prosperous  and  reliable  farmer  of 
Ellsworth  township,  has  his  home  upon  sec- 
tion 17,  He  settled  on  this  place  on  coming  to 
the  county  in  1874,  and  has  now  a  fine  farm 
of  246  acres  of  excellent  arable  land  for  the 
most  part,  110  of  which  is  under  a  high  state 
of  tillage.  He  carries  on  general  farming, 
but  gives  considerable  attention  to  dairy  in- 
terests, keeping  about  thirty  head  of  cattle, 
mostly  of  Holstein  strains. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  bom  in 
Yermilion  county,  October  8,  1860.  He 
commenced  life  young,  for  Avhen  but  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  hired  out  to  work  for- ten  dol- 
lars per  month....  His  next  move  was  to  work 
for  his  board  and  go  to  school,  with  the  set 
purpose  of  making  up  for  the  lack  of  earlier 
opportunity.  In  this  Avay  he  acquired  the 
elements  of  an  excellent  education,  taking  a 
course  or  more  in  the  higher  branches,  in  the 
schools  at  Perrysville,  Ind.  He  noAV  com- 
menced farming  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bis- 
marck. In  the  spring  of  1870,  having  had 
an  attack  of  some  lung  disease,  he  came  to 
Minnesota  and  Avas  engaged  in  lumberyards 
at  Stillwater,  but  a  few  months  later  he  moved 
to  St.  Paul  and  Avas  engaged  as  chainman  by 
a  party  of  Government  surveyors.  This  kind 
of  business  recuperating  his  health  and  being 
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agreeable  to  him,  he  continued  to  follow  it 
seven  years  in  one  capacity  or  another  until 
he  rose  to  be  superintendent  in  charge  of  the 
party.  The  north  shores  of  Lake  Superior, 
the  White  Earth  reservation,  the  Eed  Kiver 
vq,lley,  and  the  Leach  Lake  reservation  were 
all  the  scenes  of  his  labovs.  In  187T  lie  gave 
up  his  wandering  and  came  to  Meeker  county, 
where  he  had  settled,  or  rather  bought  a  farm 
and  worked  it  between  Jiis  surveying  expedi- 
tions. Here  he  remained  until  1880,  when 
he  accepted  the  superintendency  of  the  "No- 
bles county  farm,"  of  George  I.  Seney,  of  New 
York,  but  the  next  year  transferred  his  ser- 
vices to  the  executors  of  the  Horace  Thomp- 
son  estate  in  the  same  capacity.  For  three 
years  he  managed  one  of  their  ,  farms,  and 
then  came  back  here  and  has  remained  ever 
since. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  married  May  3,  1881,  to 
Miss  Fina  Shuart,  a  native  of  Geauga  county, 
Ohio,  and  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
Ann  Shuart,  and  by  this  union  there  have 
been  three  children — George  S.,  Wilford  B., 
and  Marion. 

In  his  views  Mr.  Taylor  is  entirely  free 
politically,  and  independent  of  party  lines. 
He  was  elected  to  the  oflSce  of  town  clerk 
in  the  spring  of  1888,  and  still  holds  that 
office. 

TAMES  SHELLEY.  Among  the  promi- 
%  nent  pioneers  of  Darwin  township,  and 
well-to-do  farmers,  there  is  none  that  has 
more  influence  in  tlie  community  in  which 
he  lives  than  the  subject  of  this  sketcli.  .  He 
has  his  residence  upon  section  26,  on  his  fine 
farm  of  500  acres,  120  of  Avhich  are  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  where  he  carries  on 
agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  Slielley  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in 
County  Tipperary,  in  the  parish  of  Lough- 
more,  where  his  fathei-s  and  ancestors  had 


lived  from  time  immemorial.  In  1848,  that 
eventful  year  in  Irish  liistory,  he  left  his  na- 
tive land  and  disembai-ked  at  New  York  after 
a  long  voyage,  and  for  over  seven  years  was 
employed  at  Wilberham,  Mass'.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  came  West,  and  after 
one  week  spent  in  Wisconsin,  settled  in 
Meeker  county.  April  29,  185Y,  he  took  a 
claim  by  preemption,  the  northeast  quarter 
of  section  22,  Darwin  townshij).  At  that 
time  there  were  but  eight  or  ten  men  settled 
here  and  the  country  was  in  its  wild  and 
primitive  condition.  After  putting  in  his 
crop  of  potatoes,  corn,  etc.,  and  working 
around  some,  he  went  to  Minneapolis  and 
fired  on  board  the  steamer  II.  M.  Rice,  then 
plying  upon  the  river.  Eeturning  to  his 
farm,  he  passed  the  Avinter  here  and  made 
this  his  home  until  the  Indian  troubles  of 
1862,  Before  this  he  had  been  accustomed 
to  trade  Avitli  the  Sioux  and  found  tliem 
peacefully  inclined,  although  they  would 
steal  whatever  they  could  lay  their  hands  on. 
When  he  heard  of  the  outbreak  he  was  har- 
vesting, but  at  once  went  to  Forest  City,  and 
the  next  morning  started  for  Clearwater, 
where  he  went  to  work  for  Eugene  Bald  win. 
Shortly  after  he  came  back  and  procured  some 
of  his  things  and  returned  to  Clearwater.  He 
was  back  and  forth  several  times,  and  in  the 
fall  took  some  of  his  stock  to  Minneapolis, 
and  then  returned  and  passed  the  winter  here. 
He  then  went  to  Minneapolis  and  remained 
nearly  all  the  time,  occasionally  comiHg  to 
his  place  to  see  about  it,  until  the  spring  of 
1865,  when  he  came  to  stay  and  has  lived  on 
his  place  ever  since. 

Mr.  Shelley  was  mai'ried  in  1866  to  Miss 
Mary  Vaughan,  in  Minneapolis,  and  by  this 
union  there  have  been  born  four  children — 
William,  John,  Daniel,  and  James,  all  of 
Avhom  are  still  living.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shelley  are  members  of  the  lioman  Catholic 
Church  and  prompt  in  the  fullillment  of  their 
religious  duties. 
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C.  MARTIN,  ex-judge  of  probate  of 
Meeker  county,  is  one  of  tlie  most 
prominent  attorneys  at  Litchfield.   He  is  a 
native  of  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  born  on  tlie  20th  of  January,  1843. 
His  parents  were  Samuel  M.  and  Martha 
(McGrew)  Martin;  the  father  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  who  had  come  to  Ohio 
when  young;  the  mother  a  native  of  Ohio. 
They  botii  died  when  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  six  years  old,  and  N.  0.  went  to 
live  Avith  his  grandmother,  who  was  carrying 
on  a  farm.    In  18G4:  she  removed  to  Indiana 
and  our  subject  remained  on  the  farm,  except 
the  time  he  spent  in  the  army,  until  he  was 
twenty-eight  years  of  age.    On  the  2nd  of 
June,  1S62,  N.  0.  Martin  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  Eight^r-sixth  Ohio,  and  served  dur- 
ing that  year  in  West  Virginia.  .  He  was 
then  mustered  out  of  tliat  regiment,  and 
enhsted  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Yolunteer  Infantry,  on 
the  20th  of  June,  18G3.    He  served  in  West 
Virginia,  Kentncicy,  Tennessee  and  Virginia. 
He  never  missed  a  day's  service  during  his 
army  life,  and  was  finally  mustered  out  as 
orderly  sei-geant  on  the  5th  of  March,  1864. 

In  1870  Mr.  Martin  began  reading  law  at 
Bowling  Green,  Clay  county,  Ind.,  Avith 
Hon.  E.  Miles,  now  of  Denver,  Colorado. 
In  1871  he  was  admitted  to  tiie  bar  and  in 
the  spring  of  1872  lie  established  the  Olmj 
County  Enterpj'ise  at  Knightsville,  in  Ind- 
iana, a  republican  paper  which  is  still  run- 
"'"g) — tlio  only  republican  paper  in  that 
county.  Mr.  Martin  conducted  that  paper 
for  one  year,  and  a  short  time  later  he  struck 
out  for  the  West  for  the  purpose  of  locating 
in  Minnesota.  After  remaining  a  few  days 
at  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis  he  came  to 
Litchfield,  arriving  August  20,  1873,  and 
hiis  since  made  that  his  Jjome.  While  living 
at  Knightsville,  Indiana,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Clara  S.  Ward.  Upon  his  arrival  at 
Litchfield  Mr.  Martin  first  engaged  in  the 


law  and  real  estate  business,  but  in  1876  he 
established  the  Litchfield  Independent  and 
ran  that  as  a  greenback  paper,  supporting 
Peter  Cooper  for  the  presidency.   He  con- 
tinued in  the  newspaper  business  until  June, 
1877,  when  he  sold  out,  and  the  same  fall 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  judge  of  probate 
of  Meeker  county  on  the  greenback  ticket. 
He  was  three  times  re-elected,  the  last  tinie 
his  nomination  being  endorsed  by  all  the 
parties.   He  served  from  January  1,  1878, 
until  January  1,  1887,  and  in  the  fall  of  1887 
was  unanimously  renominated,  but  declined. 
Since  that  time  Mr.  Martin  has  given  his 
attention  wholly  to  the  practice  of  law,  also 
carrying  on  an  extensive  real  estate  and 
loan  agency.    He  has  always  taken  an  act- 
ive interest  in  all  matters  affecting  the  wel- 
fare of  Litchfield.   lie  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal workers  in  the  original  organization  of 
the  Frank  Daggett  Post,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  and  has  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  its  progress.   He  held  the  office  of 
commander  of  the  post  for  four  successive 
terms,  a  fact  which  speaks  for  itself,  as  the 
office  is  one  which  is  usually  held  but  one 
term.   In  1879  Mr.  Martin  was  a  candidate 
for  Attorney  General  on  the  greenback  ticket' 
and  for  a  number  of  years  took  a  very  fujtive 
interest  in  political  matters.    Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Martin .  have- seven  children,  Myrtle,  Daisy, 
Clara  May,  Belle,  Emma,  Nathan  and  an 
infant. 

JTOHN  M.  MOUSLEY,  one  of  the  earliest 
^  settlers  of  Meeker  county,  and  an  hon- 
ored and  respected  citizen,  of  Ellsworth,  has 
his  residence  upon  section  22  of  that  town, 
where  he  first  settled  in  1858.  He  is  a  native 
of  England,  born  in  Manchester  December 
6,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and 
Nancy  (Mason)  Mousley,  natives,  also,  of 
"Albion."  The  family  came  to  Canada  in 
1851,  and  settled  in  Elgin  county,  where 
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,  Samuel  died  of  lung  disease  in  1864.  He 
was  born  in  1792,  His  wife,  who  first  saw 
the  light  in  1795,  died  in  England  in  Novem- 
ber, 1849.  Tlie  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
cotton  dyer  by  trade,  having  learned  the 
trade  Avhen  a  boy.  He  was  an  excellent 
citizen,  a  good  Christian  man  and  a  kind 
neighbor.  Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
were  members  of  the  Church  .of. England,  01 
Episcopal  Church.  They  Avere  the  parents  of 
five  children— James,  Alfred,  Jane,  John  and 
Alice. 

The  subject  of  this  narrative  continued 
to  make  his  home  beneath  the  parental 
roof  until  the  spring  of  1842,  when,  although 
but  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  crossed  the 
briny  deep  to  Canada,  where  he  hafl  an  uncle 
living,  with  whom  he  made  his  home  for 
some  eight  years.  During  this  time  he  as- 
sisted in  the  work  upon  the  farm  and  at- 
tended the  common  schools,  receiving  there- 
from the  elements  of  a  fair  education. 

Most  of  this  was  obtained  under  difficulties, 
as  hard  and  persistent  work  was  the  order  of 
the  day.  He  finally  commenced  to  learn  the 
blacksmith's  trade  Avith  McPherson,  Glasgow 
&  Co.,  but  after  the  expiration  of  his  tiiree 
years'  apprenticeship  returned  to  his  uncle's, 
■working  for  him  in  the  summer.   He  then 
took  up  his  trade  in  the  employ  of  several 
parties,  and  continued  thus  employed  until 
he  came  to  this  county,  in  1858,  as  detailed 
above.   After  taking  his  claim  of  160  acres 
of  land,  the  next  spring  he  went  to  St.  Paul 
and  went  to  work  for  one  Frank  Gilman  in 
a  foundry.   With  what  he  earned  he  pur- 
chased a  yoke  of  oxen  and  the  various  tools 
he  would  need,  and  returned  here  and  com- 
menced the  development  of  his  farm,  and 
has  seen  it  gr6w  from  pristine  Avildness  to 
its  present  condition.  He  has  since  that,  once 
or  twice,  worked  at  his  trade,  but  only  for 
short  periods. 

Mr.  Mousley  was  married  in  April,  18C4, 
to  Miss  Catherine  Doane.  a  native  of  Canada, 


born  in  1841,  who  died  in  January,  1872, 
leaving  four  ciiildren— James  Alfred",  Hattie 
Jane,  Frank  M.,  and  Alice  Ann.  Hattie  died 
in  the  spring  of  1881,  when  some,  fifteen 
years  old ;  and  Alice  died  August  ^(i,  1886. 
Mr.  M.  has  held  the  offices  of  town  super- 
visor, town  clei'k  and  scliool  cleric  for  years. 


ipETER   MARTENSON   is    engaged  in 
Jfe>-   farming  on  section  25,  Litchfield  town- 
ship. He  is  a  son  of  Marten  and  Annie  Isaac- 
son, and  was  born  in  Sweden,  on  the  27th  of 
February,  1845.  Peter  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing with  his  father  in  the  old  country  until 
1869,  when  he  started  for  America.  He 
came  direct  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and 
purchased  a  tract  of  railroad  land  on  section 
25,  in  Litchfield  township.   During  the  win- 
ter of  1871-2  he  re-visited  the  fatherland, 
but  the  pleasure  of  his  visit  was  marred  by 
the  death  of  his  father  on  the  very  day  that 
he  arrived  at  tlie  old  home.    In  the  spring 
of  1872,  he  was  married  to  Ellen  Larson,  a 
daughter  of  Lars  and  Ellen  Peterson,  and 
in  the  following  May  he  returned  to  tlie 
United  States,  and  to  his  Meeker  county 
home.    Four  children  have  been  the  fruits 
of  their  marriage,  as  follows :   Lonis,  born 
October  14,  1872;  John,  born  March  29, 
1876;  Henry,  born  September  6,  1879:  and 
Annie,  born  April  2,  1882. 

Like  others  in  his  neighborhood,  Mr. 
Martenson  has  suft'ered  from  grasslio|ipers 
and  hailstorms,  but  his  industry  and  perse- 
verance have  enabled  him  to  recover  from 
these  reverses  and  he  is  now  in  comfortable 
circumstances. 

"ICHAEL  DELANEY,  a  prosperous 
and  industrious  farmer  of  Ells- 
worth township,  residing  upon  section  16, 
came  to  Meeker  county  in  1877,  and  located 
on  the  place  where  his  home  now  is.  He  had 
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purchased  the  land  some  time  previous  to 
this,  but  he  has  made  nearly  all,  if  not  all,  the 
improvements  here,  and  he  ha^  now  a  mag- 
nificent property  consisting  of  342  acres 
Jying  in  this  and  Greenleaf  townships.  He 
IS  giving  a  large  share  of  liis  attention  to 
stock-raising,  principally  to  half  and  three- 
quarter-bred  Durham,  Holstein  and  Jersey 
cattle.  His  home  is  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful m  the  township,  and  attracts  the  atten- 
tion of  even  the  most  casual  observer. 

Mr.  Delaney  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in 
County  Leitrim,  July  28,  1828,  and  is  the 
son  of  Bernard  and  Catherine  ^McWeeny) 
DclaneY,  both  of  whom  died  in  tha.t'"e\# 
verdant  isle,"  the  mother  in  1863,  the  father 
in  1873,  at  theago  of  ninety  years.  Bernard 
I^SliHiex  was  a  farmer  and  followed  that 
business  as  best  ho  could  in  that  oppressed 
hitid.  He  was  the  parent  of  but  two  chil 
dren,  Bernard  and  Michael. 

The  latter,  the  subject  of  this  biography, 
was  reared  among  the  beautiful  scenery  of 
the  West  of  Ireland,  but  on  attaining  man- 
hood felt  that  ho  must  seek  in  other  countries 
the  freedom  from  the  Saxon's  yoke  that  has 
oppressed  that  island  for  seven  centuries,  and 
accordingly,  in  1852,  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  landing  in  New  York.  From  there, 
after  stopping  a  short  time  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  he  went  to  the  State  of  Virginia, 


John,  teaching  in  Swift  County,  this  State; 
Kate,  who  is  teaching  the  school  in  District 
C8,  Litchfield  township;  Hannah,  who  is 
teaching  in  District  66,  Ellsworth ;  Nellie  and 
Anthony  William. 


Aviiere  he  was  engaged  in  railroad  construe 
tion  for  four  yeai-s.   His  next  move  was  to 
Minneapolis,  where  he  arrived  in  185G,  and 
made  liis  home  until  1877,  except  a  vear  sjjent 
m  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.   At  the  date 
last  mentioned  he  moved  to  Meeker  county 
Mr.  Dclanej  was  united  in  marriage  in 
June,  1858,  with  Miss  Mary  Garvey,  a  native 
County  ]\[ayo,  Ireland,  who  had  come  to  the 
United  States  a  short  time  before.  The 
ceremony  took  place  in  St.  Anthony,  now 
Minneapolis.   By  this  union  they  have  had 
seven  ch ildren,  six  of  whom  survive :  Mary, 
who  is  a  teacher  in  the  St.  Paul  schools; 


^MON..  JAMES  B.  ATKINSON,  one  of 
_  \_  the  pioneers  of  ' Meeker  countv,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens,  is 
a  native  of  Kingston,  Canada,  born  November 
33,  1822.   His  parents  were  both  natives  of 
Yorkshire,  England,  but  came  to  America 
in  1821,  landing  in  New  York,  from  wlience 
they  proceeded  to  Canada,  where  James  B. 
was  born.    About  a  year  later  they  removed 
to  Black  Eock,  N.  Y.,  where  they  remained 
f6r  about  nine  years.    The  father  was  a 
stone  mason  by  trade,  arid  during  this  time 
was  contracting  on  canal  bridges  and  other 
heavy  work.   Later,  he  purchased  a  large 
farm  near  Freeport,  Penn.,  where  he  lived 
until  the  time  of  his  death.   The  parents  of 
James  B.  had  four  children,  three  of  whom 
are  still  living— two  in  Minnesota  and  one 
in  Kansas, 

James  B.  Atkinson  remained  at  home  with 
his  parents  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  at- 
tending common  schools  most  of  the  time; 
At  the  age  referred  to  he  began  learning  the 
printer's  trade  at  Freeport,  following  that  at 
various  places  until  he  was  twenty-two,  when 
he  returned  home  and  rented  a  farm  for 
twonty-one  months.   The  first  fall  from  this 
experiment,  the  hay  crop  cleared  him  $600 
above  all  expenses,  including  the  rent  for 
the  fall  time.   The  following  winter,  March 
20,- 1845,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Abbie 
Sholesi  of  Allegheny  City,  Penn.,  but  re- 
mained on  the  farm  until  the  following  fall, 
when  he  moved  into  Freeport  and  opened  a 
butcher  shoji.    Five  or  six  years  later,  he 
sold  out  and  began  his  afterward  extensive 
business  of  railroad  contracting.    His  first 
contract  was  one  for  $8,000  on  the  Allegheny 
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7alley  road;  next  on  the  North-Western, 
now  Pennsylvania,  and  from  that  to  the  Iron 
Mountain,  on  which  he  had  a  contract  for  over 
$100,000.    His  next  move  was-  to  return  to 
JFreeport,  where  he  bought  a  stock  of  general 
merchandise  and  conducted  that  business  for 
one  year.    He  then  came  West  in  searoli  of 
a  Ifrktion,  and  spent  some  time  in  travelling 
through  the  eastern  part  of  Iowa.   In  the 
spring  of  1856,  he  decided  to  come  to  Min- 
neapolis, and,  being  pleased  with  the  prospect 
there,/  he  returned  to  New  York  for  goods, 
was  t\4.ken  sick  and  laid  up  for  three  months. 
Jor  t|is  reason  he  did  not  get  back  to  Min- 
neapolis until  August  of  that  year  and  the 
same  fall  came  out  to  Rockford  and  took  up 
a  clalim,  where  he  remained  thirty  days.  Tiie 
town  cf  EOckford  had  been  laid  out  only  that 
spring :  game  was  abundant  and  the  pros- 
pect generally  fine.    After  returning  to 
Minneapolis,  where  he  remained  some  six 
■weeks,  he  went  East  for  his  family.  His 
household  goods  were  packed  and  shipped 
West,  but  the  goods  never  arrived,  nor  have 
they  ever  been  seen  or  heard  of  since.  Early 
in  the  year  1857,  he  made  his  first  trip  to 
Meeker  county,  driving  through  with  a  team, 
bringing  a  load  of  goods  and  working  his 
way  through  the  "  Big  Woods."    Upon  his 
arrival-he  located  at  Forest  City.   Tlie  coun- 
ty had  just  been  organized  and  that  country 
•village,  being  the  county  seat,  was  the  prin- 
cipal point  within  its  limits,  although  there 
were  neither  business  nor  business  houses 
there  at  that  time.    Mr.  Atkinson,  having 
brought  the  first  goods  to  the  county,  went 
jmiriediately  to  work  getting  up  a  building. 
He  then  returned  to  Minneapolis  for  tiie 
balance  of  his  goods. 

Having,  like  all  others,  taken  up  a  claim, 
he  placed  his  family  upon  it,  and  going  back 
to  St.  Paul,  proved  up  on  it,  paid  for  it,  and 
reiurning  with,  more  goods,  removed  to  tlie 
■village,  where  he  opened  his  store  for  busi- 
ness, about  March  1,  185T.   He,  the  follow- 


ing fall,  erected  the  hotel,  which  he  ran  in 
connection  with  his  otlier  businesses  until 
1879.    The  store  was  kept  by  him  until 
1865,  when  he  disposed  of  it  to^his  partner, 
he  having  taken  Mark  W.  Piper  in  with  him 
in  1862.    During  the  winter  of  1861-2  Mr. 
Atkinson  made  a  trip  to  Pike's  Peak,  but 
came  home,  arriving  at  Forest  City,  August 
1,  just  seventeen  days  previous  to  the  Indian 
outbreak'.   At  the  time  of  the,  organization 
of   the  "Home  Guards,"  at  Forest  City 
he  was  elected  firat  lieutenant.    The  night 
previous  to  the  attack  upon  the  stockade, 
ammunition  being  short,  he  volunteered  to 
go  after  a  supply,  and  starting  after  night, 
alone,  traveled 'through  the  "Big  Woods," 
beset  with  savage  enemies,  but,  although 
aware  of  his  peril,  would  not  quail  or  flinch. 
His  undaunted  courage  carried  lum  through 
safely,  and  procuring  powder,  lead,  and 
soldiei-s  to  relieve  the  garrison,  he  returned. 
He  had  previous  to  tliis,  in  company  witli 
Geo.  0.  Whitcomb,  been  raising  a  company 
for  the  Sixth  Minnesota  Infantry,  but  the 
outbreak  stopped  proceedings.     Ho  then 
enlisted  and  served  as  private  and  scout, 
although  favored  by  his  superior  olHcei-s  to  a 
degree  unknown  elsewhere,  on  account  of 
his  social  position  and  certain  promises  made 
to  him  but  not  fulfilled,  in  Company  1), 
Second  Cavalry,    lie  remaineil  with  them 
until  the  close  of  hostilities  with  the  red- 
skins, when  he  was  given  a  commission  to, 
recruit  men  at  St.  Paul.   After  following 
this  for  a  time  he  raised  a"  company  whicli 
was  mustered  into  tlie  service  us  Goinp^any 
II,  First  Minnesota  Heavy  Artillery,  with 
which  he  served  as  captain,  being  stationed 
cliiefly  at  Chattanooga,  until  the  close  of  the 
war. 

Captain  AUcinsoj),  htis  lilled  many  oiliccs 
of  trust  aiid  honor  in  this  couimunity;  ho 
was  the  roprosontative  in  tiio  Logislatiire  in 
1867  and  1858,  has  filled  the  olliuo  of  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  county  commissioners. 
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served  as  town  supervisor  for  years,  was 
sheriff  for  three  years,  town  assessor  for 
seventeen  years,  and  occupied  the  position 
of  justice  of  tlie  peace  for  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  He  is  the  parent  of  eight 
children:  Hannah  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  J.  W 
McKean,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  Charlotte  M., 
Mrs.  Henry  Clinton,  of  Las  Vegas,  Cal.; 
Abigail  A.,  now  Mrs.  E.  H.  Hull,  living  at 
Mineapolis;  Frank,  no.w  Mrs.  T.JRiclmrdson, 


of  Forest  City;  Charles  H.,  of  the  same  place; 
K<ate,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Barkam,  of  Dalhis,  Tex.; 
Jessie  B.,  J[rs.  Charles  Boynton,  of  Forest 
City;  and  James  B.,,Tr.,at  home. 


DREWS.  MATTSON.  a  j)rosper- 
ous  farmer  whose  land  adjoins  the 
village  of  Litchiield,  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
born  September  Y,  1852.  His  parents  were 
Swan  and  Margaretta  Mattson,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  with  their  family  in  1858 
and  located  in  Carver  county,  Minn.,  where 
they  -were  among  the  pioneers.  A  year  or 
so  after  their  settlement  there,  Mr.  Mattson. 
the  father  died,  and  in  1859  Mrs.  Mattson 
removed  with  her  family  to  Meeker  county 
and  claimed  eighty  acres  of  Government  land 
on  Section  10,  in  Jvcsa  (now  Lit r.h H town- 
ship. When  the  Indian  outbreak  began,  she 
removed  to  St.  Paul,  and  remained  there 
until  after  the  close  of  hostilities,  when  she  re- 
turned to  her  land  in  Meeker  county,  erected  a 
small  Jiouse  and  commenced  imi)rovements. 
She  made  this  her  home  until  1885.  She 
was  married  to  Nels  M.  Pearson  in  180Y,  and 
is  now  a  resident  of  Darwin  townsliip. 

Andrew  S.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  lived 
with  his  mother  until  they  moved  to  Darwin, 
when  the  mother  conveyed  the  farm  to 
him.  Since  that  time  he  has  added  about 
Sl,150  in  building  improvements,  and  other- 
wise added  to  the  value  of  the  farm.  He 
now  has  115  acres  of  good  land  within  eighty 


rods  of  the  incorporated  limits  of  Litchfield 
village,  -where  he  carries  on  general  farming ' 
and  stock-raising. 


MONORABLE  EVEN    EVENSON,  the 
present .  representative   of  Meeker 
county  in  the  Lower  House  of  the  State 
Legislature,  resides  on  section  8,  in  Green- 
leaf  township,  and  is  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent citizens  of  the  county.    He  is  a  native 
of  Norway,  and  was  born  on  the  21st  of 
November,  1844.   His  parents  were  Hans, 
and  Christine.Evenson.  Avho  came  to  Ameri- 
cain  1857,  settling  first  in  Scott  county^ 
Minn.,  where  they  remained  one  year,  and 
then  removed  to   Wright  County,  where 
they  resided  for  tAvo  years,  after  which,  im 
1860,  they  settled  in  Meeker  County,  Minn., 
the  father   pre-empting  a  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 8  in  the  present  township  of  Green- 
leaf.   A  full  history  of  the  father  and  other- 
members  of  the  family  will  be  found  in 
another  department  of  this  work.   The  fam- 
ily consisted  of  father,  mother  and  five  chil- 
dren. Even  being  the  eldest  son. 

At  the  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak  in. 
18C2,  Even  was  residing  with  his  parents  on. 
the  homestead.    Although  not  yet  eighteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  a  careful  observer  of 
events,  and  on  the  memorable  17th  of  Aug- 
ust was  in  attQudance  on  the  Avar  meeting  at. 
the  old  Ripley  postoffice.    That  night  he 
was  one  of  the  fearless  little  band  of  settlers, 
who  went  to  the  Baker  and  Jones  residences, 
and  discovered  the  horrible  butchery  which 
the  savages  had  committed  so  near  their  own. 
doors.   He  remained  with  the  squad  that 
night  and  the  following  day,  and,  later  in. 
the  same  week,  went  with  the  family  to 
Forest  City,  where  ho  was  doing  guard  duty 
when  the  Indians  attacked  the  place  in  the 
night.   A  sentinel  named  Henry  L.  Smith 
was  the  first  man  to  return  the  fire  of  the 
savages,  and  the  second  shot  Avas  fired  by- 
Even.   During  the  following  year,  Even. 
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worked  in  St.  Paul  and  Anoka,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1863  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Sec- 
ond Minnesota  Cavalry.  The  regiment  was 
assigned  to  duty  on  the  frontier,  and  Even 
went  with  a  detachment  of  his  company  as  es- 
cort of  Captain  Fisk's  immigrant  train  to  the 
Idaho  gold  fields,  and  went  as  far  as  Fort  Eice 
in  Dakota.  He  remained  witii  the  command, 
doing  frontier  service  until  the  fall  of  18G5, 
when  he  was  mustered  out.  He  returned 
to  the  old  homestead,  and  has  since  re- 
mained there,  with  the  exception  of  the  sum- 
mer of  1867,  when  he  was  employed  near 
St.  Paul. 

In  November,  1869,  Mr.  Evenson  was  mar- 
ried to  Helen  Danielson,  a  daughter  of  Nois 
and  Eandi  Danielson.  who  were  among  the 
■first  settlers  in  Meeker  county.  She  was 
born  in  Norway  on  the  28th  of  October,  184Y, 
During  the  Indian  outbreak  she  had  a  tliriU- 
ing  and  dangerous  atlventure,  she  being  one 
of  the  two  women  who  were  left  in  the  thicket 
all  night  while  the  settflei-s  were  flying  for 
their  lives.  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Evenson  have  been 
blessed  with  seven  children,  the  third  born 
of  whom,  Eobert  E.,  is  dead.  The  othei-s 
are  as  follows :  Henry  JjMola^  born  Octo- 
ber 24,  1871;  Carl  Eioliard,n)6rn  December 
17,  1873 ;  Eobert  B„  born  July  27, 1877 ; 
Elmer  Emanuel,  born  August  13,  1879; 
Anna  Bertha,  born  September  25,  1881;  and 
Nels  Oscar,  born  April  13, 1 88'1.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Ness  Norwegian  Luth- 
eran Church. 

Mr,  Evenson's  life  has  not  only  been  a 
busy  one,  but  an  unusually  useful  one  as  well. 
Besides  filling  various  township  offices,  he 
has  filled  the  office  of  county  commissioner 
for  eight  yeai-s,  the  last  four  years  of  which 
time  he  was  honored  with  the  chairmanship 
of  that  body.  He  made  a  careful  and  effi- 
cient member  of  the  board,  and  during  his 
service  was  recognized  as  second  to  none  in 
point  of  ability  or  influence.  In  1S8G  Mr. 
Evenson  was  elected  to  represent  Meeker 


county  in  the  Lower  House  in  the  XXVth 
Legislature  on  the  republican  ticket,  and  he 
has  proven  well  worthy  the  trust  reposed  in 
him,  making  a  record  satisfactory  to  his  con- 
stituents and  higlily  creditable  to  himself. 
His  ability  was  recognized  in  the  formation 
of  the  House  Committees  as  he  was  placed 
upon  the  Committees  on  Education,  Deaf, 
Dumb  and  Blind  Institute,  and  on  Eoads, 
Bridges  and  Navigable  Streams. 

When  the  State  Board  of  Trade  was  in 
existence  Mr.  Evenson  wiis  appointed  by 
Judge  Brown  to  represent  the  Twelfth  Judi- 
cial District  in  that  body,  tlie  most  important 
work  of  whicii  was  the  i-ecommendation  to 
the  Legislature  for  the  establishment  of  the 
State  grain  inspection  system. 

A  portrait  of  Mr.  Evenson  will  bo  found 
upon  another  page  in  this  Alhum. 

WILLIAM  HUKRIEDE.  the  genial  pro- 
prietor of  the  Mansard  House,  the 
leading  hotel  of  Eden  Valley,  is  a  native  of 
Westj)h!ilia,  Germany,  born  Koptembor  4, 
1838.  lie  was  reared  in  that  c!;  /ic  land, 
receiving  in  youth  the  education  which  is 
the  birthright  of  the  rising  generation  of  his 
fatherland.  He  was  there,  in  1800,  nnvrried 
to  Miss  Mary  Cliristoi)lier,  a  native  of  West- 
phalia, Germany,  and  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Lizzie  Christopher.  In  1873,  with  his 
family,  he  emigrated  to  America,  and  pur- 
chasing a  farm  on  section  23,  in  Manannah 
township,  commenced  life  hero.  On  this 
place  lie  made  his  home  unt.l  the  fall  of 
1887,  when,  in  connection  with  his  son  Hen- 
ry, he  came  to  Eden  A''alley  and  bought  the 
Mansard  House,  and  has  continued  at  the 
head  of  its  affairs  ever  since.  Mr.  Hukricdo 
has  a  family  of  eight  chihlren,  as  follows; 
Fred,  born  May  28,  1861;  Henry,  whoso 
sketch  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  volume; 
Eeka,  born  October  6,  1865 ;  William,  born 
February  1,  1868;  Ernest,  born  Januaiy  28, 
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1871;  August,  born  April  15,  1873;  Minnie, 
bom  Miircli  1,  1870;  and  Annie,  born  No- 
vember 14,  1878. 

>3pL  ENRY  JUIKRIEDEj  the  partner  of  his 
_P*:JL  fatlicr  in  the  proprietorship  of  the 
ansiirtl  House  and  avIio  is,  also,  engaged  in 
operating  a  blacksmith's  shop  in  Eden  Val- 
ley, is  a  native  of  "Westplialia,  Germany, 
born  January  5,  1803,  and  is  the  second  son 
of  William  and  Mar.y(Cliristoi)iier)IIukriede. 
He  came  to  tlie  United  States  in  1873,  -witii 
his  parents,  and  remained  upon  their  farm 
until  the  spring  of  1882,  when  he  went  to 
Litchfield  and  tiicre  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade.  In  the  spring  of  1880,  he  came  to  Eden 
Valley  while  the  graders  were  still  at  work 
here  and  before  tiic  iron  upon  the  railroad  was 
laid  and  started  a  blacksmith's  shop,  and  has 
followe<l  tliiit  trade  over  since.  In  1887,  in 
connection  with  iiis  father,  he  bought  the 
liotel  and  maintains  connection  therewith. 

JTOHANNES  OLSEN,  a  well-to-do  and  re 
^  spccted  farmer,  residing  on  section  32, 
Acton  town.ship,  is  a  native  of  Norway,  born 
January  31,  1837,  and  a  son  of  ole  and 
Sophia  Johnson.  JJc  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1857,  and  iirst  stopped  at  St.  Paul, 
where  he  hired  to  a  jnan,  named  Fred  Erick- 
soii,  Avho  held  a  Government  contract  for  fur- 
nishing hay.  They  cut  the  hay  on  the  Minne- 
sota River  bottoms  near  Fort  Snelling,  and 
tlie  ground  was  so  wet  that  they  were 
obliged  to  cany  it  on  poles  to  higher  land  for 
stacking.  After  spending  some  time  in  this 
way,  he,  with  six  others,  Avent  to  Howard 
Lake,  Wright  county,  and  selected  claims. 
Two  of  the  ))arty  remained  during  the  win- 
ter to  make  the  improvements  necessary  to 
hold  the  claims,  while  the  others  returned  to 
St.  Paul  to  earn  and  send  provisions  to  their 
two  comrades.  The  following  spring  Mr.  Ol- 
son returned  to  his  claim,  expecting  to  find  a 


house  erected  and  other  improvements,  but 
as  nothing  had  been  done  he  went  back  to 
St.  Paul  to  find  work.  He  had  a  hard  and  dis- 
couraging time  of  it,  but  in  the  fall  he  secured 
a  job  on  the  railroad  between  St.  Anthony  and 
St.  Cloud,  and  on  the  southeast  side  of  the 
Minnesota Eiver,  above  Mendota.  This  was  a 
very  wet  sesison,  and  they  were  obligetl  to  lay 
plank  tracks  in  order  to  run  their  wheelbar- 
rows. Returning  then  to  St.  Paul  he  did  not 
succeed  in  finding  employment  until  after 
Christmas  when  he  got  work  cutting  cord 
wood,  which  lasted  until  spring.  His  next  move 
was  to  Point  Douglas,  where  he  hired  to  a 
farmer  for  six  months  at  $10  per  month.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  returned  to 
St.  Paul  and  worked  at  building  flat  boats, 
and  in  the  spring  went  with  them  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  was  paid  off.   During  the 
summer  he  worked  at  farming  on  Paint 
Creek  Prairie,  Allamakee  county,  Iowa,  and 
split  and  cut  rails  during  the  winter.  The 
following  spring— April  14,  1800— he  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Paulson,  a  daughter 
of  Mathias  and  Mary  Paulson.   After  his 
marriage  he  rented  a  farm  for  two  years,  but 
the  first  season  the  chinch  bugs  destroyed 
most  of  his  crop.  In  1804  he  came  to  Meeker 
county,    Minn.,   and    took  a  homestead 
on  section  32,  Acton  township,  where  he 
has  since  lived. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olsen  have  been  blessed  with 
the  following  children— Mathias,  born  No- 
vember 10, 1802,  died  Juljr  15, 1885 ;  Sophia 
Elizabetli,  born  October  12,  1804;  Ole,  born 
March  15,  1SG7;  Paul  Emanuel,  born  Sep- 
tember 17,  1809 ;  and  Carl  Johan,  born  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1877.  The  family-  are  members  of 
the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  In  politi- 
cal matters  Mr.  Olsen  affiliates  with  the  re- 
publican party.  Both  of  Mr.  Olson's  parents 
died  in  Norway.  His  wife's  parents  are  also 
deceased — the  father,  Mathias  Paulson,  died 
in  Acton  July  26,  1883;  and  the  mother 
died  September  19,  1880. 
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J^ARTIN  HOUK.  a  well-known,  suc- 
j^jG%_  ccssful  and  highly  respected  farmer, 
residing  on  section  36,  Harvey  township,  atos 
born  in  Owen  county,  Ind.,  on  the  3d  of 
November,  18i4,  and  is  a  son  of  Jolin  and 
Evelin  (Orouse')  Houk.  His  parents  still  re- 
side in  his  native  State. 

Martin,  tlie  subject  of  this  sketch,  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  State,  working  on  a 
farm  and  attending  school,  according  to  the 
facilities  of  that  day.  He  was  mai'ried  in 
Indiana  on  the  23d  of  January,  18T0,  to  Miss 
Mary  F.  Doll,  and  in  ISTi,  with  his  wife  and 
two  children,  started  for  the  West,  arriv- 
ing in  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  on  the  15th 
of  October,  18 Yl,  He  fii-st  settled  in  Man- 
annah  township  and  remained  tiiere  for  one 
year,  and  then  removed  to  Harvey  town- 
ship, settling  on  section  36,  where  he  has 
since  lived.  He  has  three  brothers  living  in 
Meeker  county. 

Mi-s.  Jlouk's  parents  reside  in  Harvey 
township,  Meeker  county. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Houk  are  the  pai-ents  of 
seven  children — five  girls  and  two  boys— all 
of  whom  are  living.  Their  names  are  as 
follows:  James  F.,  Josephine,  Alice  M., Eve- 
lin, Henrietta,  Jessie  and  Marcus  R. 

IMON  .MAYER,  residing  on  section  23, 
''^^  is  an  ex-Union  soldier,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  successful  farmoi's 
and  stock-raisers  in  Union  Grove.  He  is  a  sou 
of  Gregor  and  Mary  ('WmteHiolden)  Mayer, 
and  was  born  in  WUrtemberg,  Germany,  on 
the  20th  of  October,  1834.  His  parents  died 
when  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  and  he  was 
apprenticed  to  learn  the  turner's  trade. 
When  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  in  1852, 
he  came  to  the  United  States  and  for  three 
years  worked  at  his  trade  in  New  York  city 
and  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  after  which  he  came 
to  St.  Paul,  where  he  remained  for  two  days, 
but  as  he  could  not  find  work,  he  left  his 
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trunk  at  the  hotel  and  walked  to  Stillwater, 
one  Sunday  night.  He  secured  work  on  a 
raft  and  made  three  trips  to  St.  Louis,  tiius 
spending  one  snmmei-.  He  next  worked  on 
farms  and  spent  one  winter  in  the  pineries; 
also  worked  for  L.  D.  Bartlett.  running  a 
ferry" from  Laiceland  to  Hudson,  for  several 
summers.  In  the  fall  of  18G1  he  wont  to 
Fort  Snelling  and  enlisted  for  tliree  yeai-s  in 
Company  ]],  Tliird  Minnesota  Volun'teei'  In- 
fantry, and  went  Soutli  the  same-  fall.  He 
])articipated  in  many  skirmislies,  but  not  in 
any  pitched  battle.  "When  his  tliree  years 
were  ended  here-enlisted  at  Little  Hock,  Ark. 
Tlie  Tliird  was  surrendered  to  General  For- 
rest at  Murfreesboro  and  was  paroled  and 
sent  to  Benton  Uarracks,  Mo.,  and  IVom  tiiere 
was  sent  to  the  relief  of  the  settlers  in  ]\Ii,n- 
nesota,  and  started  for  Forest  City.  Bcvcn- 
ty-five  men  of  the  Tliird  reported  at  Forest 
City.  A  history  of  tlieir  movements  will  be 
found  in  the  chapter  devoted  to  tlie  Indian 
troubles.  When  tliey  lauded  at  Fort  Snell- 
ing Governor  Ramsey  made  them  a  speech 
and  requested  them  to  march  for  Forest  City 
that  night,  wliich  they  did.  From  this  cani- 
])aign  they  went  to  Sibley  Camp,  ]'\)rt  liidge- 
ly,  and  joined  Sibley  in  his  expedition  through 
the  JN'orth west.  3V[r.  Mayer  iiarticipated  in 
the  bloody  light  at  Wood  Lake.  The  Tliird 
Regiment  left  Sibley  and  joined  Governor 
Marsliall,  and  captured  the  Indians  who  were 
hung  at  Mankato.  January  15,  1803,  Mi". 
Mayer  returned  South  and  served  until  Au- 
gust, 1805,  Avlien  he  was  mustered  out  at 
Fort  Snelling. 

He  then  went  to  Ifudson,  Wis.,  and  was 
married  to  Ellen  }>[oodv.  October  10, 1865. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Arnold  and  Olivo 
Moody,  and  was  born  November  16,  18i9. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J^fayer  have  been  the  parents 
of  two  children,  as  follows:  William,  born 
January  11,  18(58;  Delia,  born  October  4, 
1873. 

Mr.  Mayer  is  a  republican  in  political  mat- 
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ters,  iind  lias  taken  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  townsJiip  alTaii's.  lie  lias  liokl  vari- 
ous township  offices,  having  been  chairman 
of  the  supervisors  three  years,  school  treas- 
urer twenty-one  3'ears,  road  overseer,  and  in 
other  minor  positions.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
posted  and  most  intelligent  men  in  the  town- 
ship, and  is  ii  careful  business  man.  lie 
stands  high,  wiicrever  he  is  known,  for  his 
integrity  and  n])riglitncsSs  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  his  township. 

Viv.  Mayer  now  owns  500  acres  of  land,  a 
•rood  deal  of  which  is  under  cultivation,  and 
lie  has  good  building  improvements. 

^^jkRS.  ELIZABETH  GARDNER  of  Das- 
^f^lrsL  sel  townsiiip,  came  to  Meeker 
county  in  July,  ISOd,  with  her  brother-in-law, 
Andrew  l)avi<ls()n,  bringing  -with  iier  her 
only  child,  I'etev,  who  was  then  four  years 
of  ago.  Blie,  at  once,  took  iiji  a  homestead 
of  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  14,  Bas- 
se! township,  whore  she  has  since  made  her 
lioiiio.  She  is  the  widow  of  Bradford  Gard- 
iier. 

'IMie  luisbaiul  of  our  subject  was  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  who,  when  a  young  man. 
came  west  to  "Wisconsin  and  settled,  where 
he  was  united  in  marriage  witli  Elizabeth 
]\fcCalistor,  a  native  of  Scotland,  born  in 
AVhiteliorn,  Wigton  Shair,  1830,  who  had 
come  to  America  in  1855  and  subsequently 
located  at  Caledonia,  Wisconsin.  After 
their  marriage  they  lived  in  Sauk  County, 
in  the  '"IJadger  State,"  until  November  20, 
1808,  when  Mr.  Gardner,  being  drafted, 
entered  Company  I),  First  Wisconsin  Infant- 
ry as  a  recruit  ami  served  with  tliafc  gallant 
regiment  until  the  battle  of  Buzzai'd's  Eoost, 
in  the  Atlanta  camjiaign,  when  he  fell  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  died  in  the  liospital  at 
Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  September  8,  1SC4. 
rilling  an  honored  soklier's  graA'c,  his  life 
offered  up  a  sweet  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of 


his  country,  his  mission  on  earth  was  accom- 
plished, and  while  the  comrades  regret  his 
loss,  they  dare  not  murmur  against  the  de- 
cree of  the  Most  High,  that  snatched  him 
from  his  loving  widow  and  his  boy. 

Mrs.  Gardner  and  her  son  remained  at 
their  home  in  Wisconsin  until  they  came  to 
Minnesota,  grieving  after  the  brave  soldier' 
who  had  lain  doAvn  his  life  in  defense  of  his 
country  and  who  is  enshrined  in  every  patri- 
ot's breast. 

Peter  lias  always  remained  with  his  be- 
loved mother.  He  was  born  in  Sauk  county. 
Wis.,  May  14,  1862,  and  was  married  De- 
cember 24,  1885,  to  Miss  Sarah  Arrowood. 
a  native  of  Minnesota,  and  daughter  of  G. 
D.  and  Louisa  Arrowood,  natives  of  North 
Carolina  and  Kentucky,  who  came  to  this 
town  in  18G5. 

JOHN  CHRISTENSON.  a  highly  re- 
spected and  successful  farmer  residing 
on  section  32,  Union  Grove  to-wnshij),  was 
born  in  Sweden,  on  the  22dof  August,  1828, 
and  is  a  son  of  Christen  and  Eetsy  Eliason. 
His  early  life  was  spefit  in  the  land  of  his 
birth,  where  he  acquired  the  habits  of  indus- 
try, ccononi}'-  and  integrity  which  are  char- 
acteristic of  the  people  of  his  nationality. 
In  ISGS  he  came  to  the  United  States  with 
his  family  aiid  came  to  Meeker  county, 
Minn.,  where  he  took  a  homestead  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  G,  Swede  Grove  township. 
Seven  years  later  he  moved  to  section  5, 
where  he  bought  280  acres  of  railroad  land, 
and  lived  there  until  the  spring  of  1887, 
when  he  settled  u^ron  his  present  fann  on 
section  32,  Union  Grove  township,  having 
purchased  eighty  acres  there  in  1886.  He 
has  divided  the  rest  of  his  land  among  his 
children,  giving  them  a  start  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Christenson  was  married  on  the  27th 
of  December,  1850,  to  Miss  Anna  PehrsoUj^ 
and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  ten 
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children,  as  follows :  Christoplier,  born  Oc- 
tober 3,  1852;  Hannah,  born  February  6, 
1855;  Elias,  born  May  14,  1857;  Ella,  born 
May  27,  1859;  Nels,  born  April  2,  1861 
died  August,  1801;  Nels  F.,  born  June  Ss' 
1862;  Andrew,  born  September  28,  1804; 
Alfred,  born  May  12^  1800,  died  July  l' 
1868 ;  Alfred,  born  July  12,  1808,  and  Her- 
man, born  July  19,  1870. 


KENNEDY;  of  Litcli- 


BOCTOR  V.  P  ^  ^ 
field,  besides  being  a  pioneer,  is  one  of 
the  best  known  citizens  in  this  part  of  the 
State.    Doctor  Kennedy  was  bom  in  Butler 
county,  Penn.,  on  tlie  11th  of  July,  1824. 
When  he  was  iive  years  of  age  his  parents 
removed  to  and  became  pioneers  of  Indiana, 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  remained 
until  1856.     His  younger  days  wei-e  spent 
upon  a  farm,  but  when  twenty-one  he  entered 
the  Asbury  University  at  Greencastle,  Ind., 
where  he  spent  two  years,  and  then  went  to 
Eockville,  Ind.,  where  he  began  tlie  study 
of  medicine.     A  year  later  he  went  to 
Louisville,  Ky.;  later  to  Ohiciigo,  and  in  1851 
finished  his  course  and  graduated  from 
Rush  Medical  College.     In  1875  he  toolc  an 
ad-eundum  degree  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital 
College,  New  York. 

Doctor  Kennedy's  parents  were  Martin 
and  Elinor  fPellettl  Kennedy.  The  father 
died  when  the  Doctor  was  ten  and  tlie- 
mother  when  he  was  six  years  of  age.  Ho 
was  then  thrown  u])on  his  own  resources  and 
for  a  time  lived  with  an  uncle;  but  when 
sixteen  he  left  his  uncle's  roof  and  began  tiie 
battle  of  life  on  his  own  account.  In  June, 
1850,  he  came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and 
took  the  same  claim  which  had  been  held  by 
Dr.  Frederick  K  Ripley,  wliich  is  mentioned 
at  length  elsewhei-e  in  tiiis  volume.  ^\\AQy 
had  been  fi-ozen  to  death  in  March  ^Jthat 
year.  Dr.  Kennedy  at  once  began  improve- 
ments in  a  light  way,  building  a  little  cabin 
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on  the  place,  but  he  lived  in  Cedar  City 
McLeod  county,  nntil  the  spring  of  1857* 
when  he  settled  on  his  claim.     Durino-  the 
^season  of  1856  he  had  "  broke"  some" land 
and  raised  a  few  potatoes,  the  IndiaiKs,  hoAv- 
ever,  getting  the  benefit  of  his  labor.  Doctor 
^^^""edy  remained  on  his  claim  until  the 
fall  of  1800,  when  he  \vas  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature.    He  was  re  elected  in  the  fall 
of  1801.    In  the  spring  of  1802  he  entered 
the  United  States  service  as  surgeon  of  the 
Fifth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry  and 
remained  with  his  regiment  until  the  1st  of 
May,  1865,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at 
Montgomery,  Ala.    The  following  summer 
was  spent  upon  his  farm,  and  in  the  fall  he 
received  the  appointment  of  ])hysician  for 
the  Chi])pewa  Indians  at  Red  Lake,  and 
remained  there  from  November,  1865,  until 
Mai-ch,  1867.   He  again  i-eturned  to  Meeker 
county,  and  bouglit  what  was  known  as  the 
Cedar  Mill  and  ran  that  until  1S69,  when  he 
came  to  Litchfield  and  resumed  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  In  1880  he  went  to  Brown 
county  D.  T.,  and  took   a   claim,  but 
continued  his  practice  at  Litchfield  until 
1883,   when  he  removed  to  Oi-dway,  D. 
T.,  and  engaged  in   the   drug  business^ 
also  becoming  postmastei-.     In  the  fall 
of  1885  he   Avas  elected  to  the  Dakota 
Senate  and  took  an  aetive  interest  in  shap- 
ing Territorial  legislation.    In  the  spring  of 
1886  his  family  returned  to  Litchfield  °and 
for  some  time  the  Doctor  was  back  and 
forth  between  the  two  points,  but  the  latter 
place  is  now  his  home. 

Doctor  Kennedy  was  first  married  011  the 
19t]i  day  of  July,  1S40,  to  Miss  Julia  A. 
Rn^iisell,  who  died  July  13,  1854.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  two  children,  one  of 
whom  is  now  living,  Julia  A.,  wife  of  Nim- 
rod  Barrick,  who  lives  at  the  Doctor's  origi- 
nal claim  in  Meeker  county.  Dr.  Jvonnedy 
was  again  married,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1800, 
to  Caroline  Rudisell.  a  sister  of  his  first  wife! 
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They  liave  three  cliiklren  now  living — 
Milford  P.,  who  lives  on  a  farm  in  Dalcota ; 
Harry  M.  and  Lewis  11.,  who  are  attending 
university  at  Minneapolis. 

Doctor  Kennedy  is  an  active  member  of 
the  CTrand  Army  of  tiie  Republic.  At  the 
annual  encampment  in  1887  he  was  elected 
medical  'director  for  the  department  of 
Minnesota  and  served  for  one  year.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
having  joined  Golden  Fleece  Lodge  in  the 
fall  of  1875.  He  is  pi'ominently  identified 
with  the  State  Medical  Association  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  best  educated  and 
most  experienced  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  this  ])art  of  the  State.  During  late 
years,  however,  he  has  devoted  his  attention 
chiefly  to  his  extensive  farming  interests, 
having  3C0  acres  in  tliis  county  all  of  Avhich 
is  improved  ;  and  640  acres  in  Dakota,  with 
400  under  cultivation. 

ARL  NELSON,  the  subject  of  the  pres- 
ent  biograjihical  notice,  is  a  respected 
and  enterprising  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
who  resides  on  section  10,  Danielson  town- 
ship. He  is  a  son  of  Nels  and  Karen 
Madson,  and  was  born  in  Denmark  on  the 
20th  of  August,  1849.  His  early  life  Avas 
spent  in  his  native  land,  where  he  remained 
until  1866,  Avhen  he  came  to  the  United 
States  with  his  parents,  and  settled  in  Steele 
county,  Minn.  A  year  later,  in  July,  1867, 
they  removed  to  Meeker  county,  and  the 
father  took  a  homestead  on  section  8,  in 
Danielson  township,  in  which  township  there 
was  only  six  settlers  at  that  time.  Here  the 
father  died  in  October,  1872,  and  the  mother 
in  April,  1885. 

After  his  father's  death,  Carl  Avent  to  St. 
Pa.ul  and  worked  at  different  kinds  of  em- 
ployment for  about  two  years,  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  homestead  and  remained  with 
his  mother  until  the  4th  of  June,  1882,  when 


he  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Marie  Mad- 
son.  She  was  born  March  19, 1860,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Martin  and  Anna  Marie  Mad- 
ison, who  are  residents  of  Danielson.  By 
this  marriage,  Carl  Kelson  and  wife  have 
been  the  pfirents  of  two  children — Minnie, 
born  June  11,  1883,  and  Nels,  born  Novem- 
ber 30, 1885.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church. 

Mr.  !N"elson  now  has  a  valuable  farm,  of 
Avhich  he  has  considerable  under  cultivation, 
and  has  a  comfortable  home.  He  has  the 
farm  well  stocked  and  devotes  his  energies 
to  diversified  farming  and  stock  raising.  By 
economy  and  industry  he  has  placed  himself 
in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  is  justly 
rated  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his 
township.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  township  affairs,  and  has  held  various 
local  offices,  including  those  of  supervisor 
and  road  overseer. 

-  ■    ">  S^^-      ■  ■ 

WHE  WELL-KNOWN  and  able  editor 
the  Litchfield  Ifewa-Lcdger.  W.  D. 
JouDERT.  is  a  native  of  FonduLa^.  county, 
Wis.,  born  in  September,  1852.  His  par- 
ents were  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  Joubert ; 
the  father  of  French  descent,  but  born  m 
Montreal,  Canada,  and  the  mother  a  native 
of  New  York:.  Stephen  Joubert  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Hudson,  "Wis.,  but  is  now  a  resident  of 
Traverse  county,  Minn. 

W.  D.  Joubert  had  but  little  schooling  ad- 
vantages, until  he  Avas  nine  years  of  age,  but 
from  that  time  until  he  was  fifteen,  the  most 
(it  his  time  Avas  spent  in  school.  When  he 
Avas  fifteen  he  began  life  on  his  oAvn  account 
j^d  began  learning  the  printer's  trade  Avith 
Daggett  &  Rose,  at  Wabasha,  Minn.  He 
remained  Avith  them  for  three  years  and  then 
Ayent  to  LaCrosse,  Wis.  '  Later  we  find  him 
at  Minneapolis,  Avhere,  for  ^several  months, 
he  worked  on  the  Minneapolis  News,  then 
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edited  by  George  K.  Shaw.  From  there,  in 
April,  1872,  with.  Erank  Daggett,  the  man 
under  whom  he  had  learned  his  trade,  he 
came  to  Litchfield,  and  started  the  Litchfield 
Ledger^  which  has  since  become  the  Neios- 
Ledger. 

Mr.  Joubert  was  married  December  3, 
1881,  to  Miss  Ida  Kline,  of  Kingston,  Meeker 
county.  They  now  have  one  child— Ethel, 
who  is  five  years  of  age.  Mr.  Joubert  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having 
joined  the  Golden  Fleece  Lodge  in  1873,  and 
is  quite  active  in  promoting  the  interests  of 
the  organization.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  fire  company,  and  v/as  one  of  the  princi- 
pal workers  in  getting  that  organization 
established.  Besides  tliese  he  is  a  member 
of  the  military  company,  and  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  dramatic  association, 
which  was  organized  in  1873.  Mr.  Joubert 
is  a  staunch  republican  in  political  faith,  and 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  editorial 
.writers  on  political  questions  in  this  part  of 
the  State. 

J"OHN  AUGUSTUS  SAMPSON,  who  re- 
sides on  section  4,  Greenleaf  township, 
is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock  rais- 
ers, an'^l  also  one  of  the  most  prominent  cit 
jzens  in  the  southern  part  of  Meeker  county. 
He  comes  of  a  nationality,  which,  through 
their  industry  and  frugality,  makes  the  most 
substantial  and  valuable  citizens  of  Minne- 
sota.  He  was  born  in  Sweden,  on  the  9th  of 
August,  1849,  and  came  to  tiie  United  States 
in  1858  with  his  parents,  John  and  Anna 
Hellena  Sampson.   After  having  resided  one 
year  and  a  half  in  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  he, 
with  his  mother  and  youngest  sister.  Joined 
his  father  and  oldest  sister,  who  had  gone  six 
months  before,  in  Minnesota,  in  the  full  of 
1869,  and  took  up  their  residence  with  the 
husband  and  father,  on  section  4,  in  tlie  town 
of  Greenleaf,  Meeker  county,  where  they 
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still  reside.  A  full  sketch  of  the  parents  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Jolm  A.,  tlie  subject  of  this  biographical 
memoir,  was  reared  on  a  farm,  ipibibing  and 
acquiring  from  the  necessities,  tiie  principles 
and  habits. of  industry  and  economy  which 
Avere  so  essentially  a  concomitant  of  pioneer 
life.  As  no  district  schools  were  yet  in  the 
neighborhood,  he  managed  to  attend  a  few 
months  school  a  few  miles  from  home,  work- 
ing at  the  same  time  in  a  private  family  for 
his  board.  Being  fond  of  reading  and  gen- 
eral information,  he  enlarged  his  stock  of 
knowledge  in  both  the  Swedish  and  English 
languages,  and  tried  in  all  respects  to  be  a 
sel-fmade  man.  An  opportunity  offered  it- 
self to  acquire  a  more  substantial  knowledge 
in  the  winter  of  1864  and  18G5,  when  he  re- 
solved to  attend  for  a  few  months,  the  Ans- 
cary  Academy,  at  '  East  Union,  Carver 
county,  then  superintended  by  liis  brother- 
in-law,  Kev.  Andrew  Jackson; 

On  the  30th  of  August,  1874,  he  was  joined 
in  marriage  to  Anna  Elizabeth  Rom  wall. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Sweden  July  29,  1852, 
and  came  to  America  in  1864  with  her  par- 
ents, Avho  are  still  living  in  Carver  county, 
Minn.  Their  marriage  has  been  blessed 
with  five  children,  as  follows:  Freda  (de- 
ceased), born  July  2, 1875 ;  FredaJL.  V.,  born 
June  11,  1877;  Esther  A.,  born  June  3, 
1879 ;  Joshua  Theodore,  born  July  14, 1881 ; 
Hannah  N.,  born  November  23,  1883 ;  and 
Walter  C.  E.,  born  June  30,  1887.  The 
family  are  active  and  prominent  members 
in  the  Beckville  Lutlieran  church. 

Mr.  Sampson  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  pubiic  matters,  and  is  ratetl  iis  one  of  tiie 
most  substantial  and  prominent  cytizens  of 
his  township.  In  political  matters  he  affili- 
ates Avith  the  republican  party,  and  lias  held 
many  offices  of  local  importance,  including 
those  of  toAvnship  supervisor,  assessor,  treas- 
urer, etc.  In  financial  matters,  altliougli, 
like  others  in  his  township,  he  has  siifl'ered 
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some  reverses,  he  has  witlial  been  very  suc- 
cessful. He  liiis  a  large  and  valuable  farm, 
a  great  proportion  of  Avhich  is  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  has  it  well  stocked.  His  building 
improvements  are  among  the  finest  in  the 
township,  making  a  home  in  which  he  may 
justly  take  a  pride,  and  which  is,  in  the  enter- 
prise it  manifests,  a  credit  to  the  county. 

In  another  department  of  this  work  will 
be  found  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Sampson. 

#EORGE  W.  HARDING,  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Darwin  township, 
and  the  present  town  clerk,  is  living  on  his 
fertile  and  higlilj'-cultivated  farm  on  sec- 
tion 21.  He  was  born  in  Hardenburgh,  Ind., 
October  3,  1852,  and  is  the  son  of  Mitchell 
and  Mary  A.  Hardina^.  He  Avas  reared  and 
educated  in  the  "Hoosicr  State"  and  i-emained 
a  resident  there  until  April  25,  186G, 
when  he  came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  with 
bis  father,  and  settled  in  Darwin  township, 
where  he  now  makes  his  home. 

Mitchell  Harding,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Genesee  county,  N. 
y.,  March  14,  180S,  and  came  West  and 
settled  in  Indiana  in  183G,  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  that  noble  State.  His  father  was  a 
veteran  of  the  conflict  with  Great  Britain 
in  1812-1815,  and  died  at  Fort  Erie  during 
the  war.  Mitchell  Harding  makes  his  home 
with  his  son,  George,  having  given  up  act- 
ive business  pursuits,  as  he  is  over  eighty 
years  old. 

George  Harding  was  united  in  marriage, 
April  5,  1874,  with  Miss  Josie  L.  Smith,  and 
by  this  union  they  arc  tiie  parents  of  three 
ciiildron— Earl  0.,  born  March  1,  ISVS,  died 
Octobers,  1880;  Jennie  M.,  born  May  11, 
1878 ;  and  George  W.,  born  July  20,  1881. 

Our  subject  is  politically  a  reiniblican, 
and  has  been  called  on  several  times  by  his 
fellow  citizens  to  discharge  official  duties. 
He  was  elected  chairman  of  the  town  board 


of  supervisors,  and  served  in  that  capacity  / 
three  terms.  ToAvn  assessor  and  town  clerk 
he  has  also  been,  and  at  present  holds  the  two 
offices — clerk  of  the  township  and  school 
district  treasurer.  Eeligiously,  he  is  a  mem-, 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
while  his  estimable  wife  holds  communioix 
with  the  Church  of  God,  and  both  are  sin- 
cere, earnest,  Christian  people. 

^^VENNING  JOHNSON  is  a  respected 
"^^^  and  successful  farmer,  who  resides  on 
section  21,  Danielson  township.  Like  a 
majority  of  the  most  thrifty  and  enterpris- 
ing farmers  of  his  township,  Mr.  Johnson  is 
a  native  of  Sweden,  where  he  was  bom 
November  3,  1831.  His  early  hfe  was  spent 
in  his  native  land,  but  in  1869  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  and  first  settled  in  Illinois, 
where  he  i-eraained  for  two  years,  working 
for  different  farmers.  At  the  end  of  that 
time,  on  April  24, 1871,  he  came  to  Meeker 
county,  Minn.,  and  ])urchased  forty  acres 
of  land  on  section  21,  in  Danielson  town- 
ship, where  he  has  since  lived.  He  has 
since  bought  140  acres  more,  so  that  he  now 
owns  180  acres,  100  of  which  are  on  section 
21,  and  eighty  on  29. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  May  2,  1862, 
while  still  in  Sweden,  to  Johanna  Larson,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  with  the  follow- 
ing named  children :  Amanda,  born  April 
18,  1863 ;  Augusta,  born  September  9, 
1864;  Lewis,  born  August  28, 1867 ;  August, 
born  September  26,  1869 ;  Hattie,  born  Sep- 
tember 1,  187i,  and  Emel,  born  July  28, 
1874.  Amanda  and  Augusta  are  working  in 
St.  Paul.  The  son,  Lewis,  has  general  charge 
of  the  farm,  as  his  father  is  now  well  along 
in  years,  and  is  spending  the  evening  of  his 
long  and  useful  life,  partially  retired  from 
the  active  participation  in  farm  labor.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  church. 

AVhen  Mr.  Johnson  came  to  the  United 
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States  he  was  a  pooir  man,  and  it  Avas  only 
by  the  hardest  labor  and  strictest  economy 
that  he  secured  a  start  and  was  able  to  sup- 
port his  family.  He  persevered,  however, 
and  is  now  in  very  good  circumstances,  hav- 
ing a  comfortable  home  in  which  to  spend 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and  is  possessed  of 
a  comfortable  property. 

JOHN  YOUNGSTROMf.a  farmer,  resid- 
ing on  section  28,  Litchfield  township, 
IS  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  best-posted 
citizens  in  his  jiortion  of  the  county.  lie  is 
a  native  of  Sweden,  born  on  tiie  1st  of 
February,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and 
Christine  Youngstrom.  John  grew  to  man- 
hood at  the  home  of  his  parents,  and  at  an 
early  age  embarked  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, continuing  it  until  1868,  when  he  came 
to  tiie  United  States.  Shortly  after  his 
arrival  lie  decided  to  locate  in  Meeker  coun- 
ty, Minn.,  and  accordingly  purchased  parts 
of  sections  21,  28  and  29,  in  Litchfield 
township.  His  farm  at  that  time  was  one  of 
the  largest  operated  by  one  man  west  of  the 
"  Big  Woods,"  but  after  about  ten  years'  trial, 
he  became  convinced  that  it  was  not  quan- 
tity of  land  which  was  essential  to  success 
in  farming,  but  sagacity  and  business  tact  in 
management.  Accordingly,  he  unloadfjd  a 
good  portion  of  his  huge  farm,  and  has  since 
been  operating  on  the  safe  side.  Although 
the  grasshoppers,  hailstorms  and  drouth  have 
caused  him  serious  backsets,  entailing  the 
loss  of  three  crops  in  four  years,  he  has  man- 
aged to  come  out  of  it  all  in  pretty  good 
financial  shape. 

Mr.  Youngstrom  Avas  married  in  1871  to 
Mary  C.  Kjellandcr,  a  daughter  of  John 
Kjel lander,  and  a  native  of  SAveden,  born  in 
1844.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
viz.:  Jolm  Oscar,  Ililder  Mary,  Oiga  and 
Axel  II.  Although  Mr.  Youngstrom  has 
never  been  caught  in  the  maelstrom  of  polit- 


ical office  seeking,  he  has  ever  been  a  close 
student  of  political  economy,  and  has  lent 'a 
considerable  amount  of  time  and  all  his 
influence  to  the  remedying  of  ^existing  evils 
in  governmental  afi'airs,  and  is  an  unyielding 
foe  to  monopoly  and  all  manner  of  oppres- 
sion and  harmful  inftuences. 

•  ■  0'  "J^^^*  'C*  •  ■ — 

J^RANK  E.  DAGGETT,  .deceased,  was 
Jp^  at  one  time  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  of  Meeker  count}--,  and  during  his 
residence  at  Litchfield,  figured  conspicuously 
in  its  history.  He  Avas  a  native  of  Vermont, 
but  when  quite  young  lie  came  West  to  Fond 
du  Lac,  Wis.,  and  in  1853,  went  to  Hudson, 
in  the  same  State.  lie  learned  the  trade  of 
a  printer  Avhen  still  a  boy,  at  Hudson,  Wis., 
and  Stillwater,  Minn.  At  an  early  day  he 
went  to  Kansas  and  Nebi-aska,  anil  us  a 
journalist,  took  an  active  part  in  the  anti- 
slavery  movements,  being  one  of  Jolm 
Brown's  most  active  associates,  and  expected 
fully  to  accompany _Brown  on  the  Ilai-per's 
Ferry  expedition ;  but  he  Avont  homo  to  visit 
his  mother,  and  as  the  move  took  place  eai'- 
lier  than  Avas  planned,  he  did  not  get  back  in 
time  to  participate  in  it.  After  that,  he 
Avent  to  St.  Paul  and  began  working  at  his 
trade  on  the  old  Pioneer.  From  there  he 
returned  to  Eutland  county,  Vt.,  and  in 
1860  Avas  married.  Before  he  started  West 
again,  Avar  was  declared,  and  he  enlisted  for 
-three  months  in  the  First  Vermont  Regiment. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  he 
came  to  Minnesota  and  enlisted  in  the  Sixth 
Minnesota  Infantry,  and  was  ordered  to  the 
frontier  to  participate  in  tlie  Indian  Avarlare. 
After  the  close  of  the  Indian  troubles,  he 
went. before  tlie  examining  board  at  St.  Louis, 
and  having  passed  the  examination,  Avas  ap- 
pointed lieutenant  in  the  llYth  United  States 
Regiment  [colored],  and  Avas  assigned  to  tiie 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  the  summer  of 
1864  he  AVJis  taken  sick  and  ordered  to  resign. 
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He  then  returned  to  Minnesota  and  worked 
on  tlie  Pioneer  until  1866  wlien  he  went  to 
Wabasha  and  purcliased  the  Walas/ia  Herald. 
Tliis  he  pubh'shed  until  the  fall  of  1870, 
when  lie  went  to  LaCrosse  and  bought  an  in- 
terest in  the  leader,  of  that  place,  the  firm 
bcconiing  Ta^jor^Ijnrns  &  Daggett.  Through 
some  mismanagement  the  firm  became  in- 
solvent, and  Mr.  Daggett  began  work  on  the 
Milwaukee  Daili/  Meios  as  a  compositor.  In 
tlie  fall  of  1871  he  was  given  a  position  as 
city  editor  on  the  Minneapolis  J^ews,  and  re- 
mained there  till  April,  1872,  when  he  i-e- 
signed  and  came  to  Litchfield,  and  in  com- 
pany with  W.  D.  Joubert.  established  the 
Litchfield  Ledger.    While  in  business  here  he 
was  three  times  elected  clerk  of  the  Minne- 
sota House  of  Representatives.    He  Avas  a 
prominent  and  active  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  at  one  time  was 
Grand  Commander  of  the  Department  of 
Minnesota.  The  post  at  Litchfield  was  named 
"Frank  Dagt^U  Post,"  in  lionor  of  him. 
Mr.  Daggett's  death  occurred  Saturday, 
October  14, 1876.    He  was  then  in  his  thirty- 
ninth  year. 


'""^HARLES  A.  STAPLES,  a  successful 
merchant  of  the  village  of  Manannah, 
IS  a  native  of  Waldo  county,  Me.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1843,  and  is  the  seventh  son  of 
Jacob  C,  and  Elizabeth  jgmall)  Staples. 
both  of  wiiora  were  also  natives  of  the  Piiie 
Tree  State.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
born  March  6,  1801,  and  his  mother  March 
24, 1805.  Their  marriage  took  place  March 
20, 1828,  and  thoy  continued  to  make  their 
home  in  their  native  State  until  October, 
1854,  when  they  came  to  Minnesota  with 
their  family  of  ten  children,  of  Avhom  our 
subject  was  one.  They  settled  in  Sauk 
Valley,  six  miles  west  of  wliere  St.  Cloud  is 
now  located,  but  at  that  time  there  Avas  not 
a  house  where  the  city  now  is  located.  They 


remained  in  that  vicinity  until  the  time  o;E' 
their  death,  the  mother  October  17, 1874, 
the  father,  November  26, 1879.  Tlie  latter's 
demise  was  caused  by  exposure,  cold  and 
exhaustion.  He  was  then  a  man  of  seventy- 
eight  years  and  having  been  to  St.  Cloud, 
upon  a  visit  to  a  son  who  still  resides  there, 
and  on  returning  missed  his  road  and  landed 
m  the  hight  on  Maine  Prairie,  and  being 
refused  shelter  by  professed  Christian  people 
along  the  way,  was  out  all  night  that  cold 
November  night,  and  died  a  few  days  later. 

Charles  A.  remained  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  attaining  his  majority,  during* 
which  time  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade 
of  his  father,  also  a  good  knowledge  of  farm- 
ing which  afterward  he  made  a  success.   He  • 
came  to  Meeker  county,  and  took  up  a  home- 
stead on  section  6,  Union  Grove  township, 
selecting  his  land  in  July,  1864.  After 
filing  papers  for  a  homestead  in  August,  he 
enlisted,  September  3,  1864,  in  the  Fourth 
Minnesota  Infantry  as  a  recruit,  with  which 
he  served  only  about  three  months,  and  then 
being  discharged  for  disability,  he  returned 
to  his  claim  and  commenced  improving  it, 
and  made  it  his  home  until  1882,  during 
which  time  he  had  added  by  purchase  some 
360  acres  to  his  original  homestead.  He  then 
sold  his  original  homestead  and  went  to 
Litchfield  and  entered  into  a  partnership  in 
company  Avith  his  brothers,  J.  H.  and  N.  P., 
under  the  fiiTO  name  and  style  of  Staples 
Brothers,  who  Avere  then  in  the  business  of 
general  merchandising.    In  the  spring  of 
1883  he  sold  out  and  made  a  trip  to  Dakota, 
Avith  the  intention  of  dealing  in  hardware, 
lumber  and  farm  machinery  in  Spink  county, 
3ut  returned  and  located  at  Manannah,  and 
in  November  of  that  year  put  in  a  new  stock 
of  general  merchandise  and  commenced  his 
present  business  in  company  Avith  his  brother, 
J.  H.  Staples,  and  continued  the  business  as 
Sta])les  Brothers  up  to  April  13, 1888,  Avhen  he 


purchased  his  brother's  interest  and' assumed 
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sole  proprietorship..  He  left  home  empty- 
handed  but  by  diligence  and  business  tact 
natural  to  him,  before  he  left  Union  Grove 
township,  he  had  accumlated  a  fine  farm  of 
240  acres  of  land  and  $3,000  in  cash.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  board  of  town  super- 
visors in  that  precinct,  justice  of  the  peace 
and  town  clerk  for  a  number  of  years,  and^ 
held  some  office  of  trust  or  responsibility  iii 
that  town  nearly  all  the  time  of  his  residence 
there.   He  was,  also,  active  in  all  educational 
work  and  is  now  one  of  the  trustees  in  the 
village  of  Manannah. 

Mr.  Staples  was  united  in  marriage  in  the 
year  18T0,  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Hinds,  a  native 
of  Columbia  county.  Wis.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Baac  and  Mary  (Thomas')  Hindi  who  settled 
in  Union  Grove  in  1864.  By  this  union  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Staples  became  the  parents  of 
three  children— Carrie  Angelia,  born  Jan- 
uary 4,  IBYl ;  Ancil  Edmonds,  born  August 
21, 1872;  and  Frances  Ann,  born  January 
1,  1882. 


\OW.  ANDREW  NELSON,  one  of  the 
_^  ^  prominent  and  leading  citizens  of 
Meeker  county,  resides  in  the  viUage  of 
Litchfield.   His  sterling  integrity  in  all  his 
dealings  with  his  fellow  men,  the  honor  and 
ability  displayed  in  official  positions  and  the 
spotless  purity  of  his  private  life,  have  won 
for  him  the  respect  of  the  entire  commu- 
nity.  He    is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born 
Deeeraber  29,  1829,  in  the  Foi-samling  of 
Troninge  Paapsbyb,  No.  3,  Hallandslane, 
which  is  about  three-quarters  of  a  Swedish 
mile  (about  five  miles  English)  from  Habn- 
stadt. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Nels  Anderson, 
was  born  in  ltT3,  and  was  a  native  of  the 
same  country  and  one  of  the  wealthiest 
farmers  of  that  locality.  He  had  erected 
some  very  fine  farm  buildings,  but  lost  them 
by  fire,  and  this,  and  other  misfortunes  which 


overtook  him,  reduced  him  in  circumstances. 
He  had  been  assaulted  and  nearly  killed  by 
a  man  who  bore  him  enmity,  and  left  for  ^ 
dead,  with  his  brains  almost  oozing.fi-om  his 
fractured  skull,  but  being  of  a  very.strong  con- 
stitution he  recovered  his  physical  strength, 
although  his  mental  balance  was  considera- 
bly affected.   He  came  to  the  United  States 
in  18^2,  with  his  wife,  Johanna  (Anderaon) 
Andei-son,  and  came  at  once  to  St.  Paul. 
He  died  there  about  18GY,  after  lying  in  bed 
for  three  years,  having  been  crippled  by  be-  ■ 
ing  run  over,  and  never  recovered.  His 
widow  is  now  making  her  home  \f\t\i  her 
son,  Andrew  Nelson,  in.  Litchfield,  and  not- 
withstanding her  eighty-eight  years,  she 
having  been  born  in  October,  1800,  is  in  the 
enjoyment  of  nearly  all  her  faculties,  and  in 
excellent  health. 

Andrew  Nelson^  on  account  of  his  father's 
misfortunes,  received  but  a  limited  education, 
the  present  excellent  school  system  of  Swe- 
den not  having  then  been  adopted;  there 
were  no  public  schools.   He,  on  attaining 
maturer  years,  worked  out  at  farm  work  n 
until  the  spring  of  1856,  when,  taking  passage 
on  a  sailing  vessel  from  the  port  of  Gotten- 
borg,  emigrated  to  the  new  world,  and,  after 
a  stormy  Voyage  across  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
arrived  in  Ifew  York  harbor  on  the  3d  of 
July,  and  was  compelled  to  stay  on  ship- 
board all  of  the  4th.   At  niglit  when  the 
surrounding  scenery  was  lit  up  by  the  brill- 
iant lights  of  the  fireworks,  he  andhisfel- 
-low  travelers  thought  the  inhabitants  of 
America  must  be  crazy,  for  they  had  no  idea 
of  our  celebrating  that  day.    On  landing, 
Mr.  ISTelson  started  for  the  West  and  located 
at  Galesburg,  111.,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  working  at  farm  labor,  and  teaming, 
hauling  wood  for  the  railroad,  etc.  In  July, 
1858,  lie  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled  in 
Monongalia  county,  now  a  part  of  Kandiyohi 
countyrwhere  he  took  up  160  acres  of  land 
near  Foot  Lake.   He  commenced  the  im- 
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provemenfc  of  the  property  cand  there  made 
his  liome  until  the  Indian  outbreak  in 
.   August,  18C2. 

There  was  living  in  the  house  with  him, 
for  lie  was  at  that  time  a  single  man,  his 
brother-in-law,  Swan  Swanson,  Avith  the  lat- 
ter's  wife  and  three  childreh,  Annie,  Theo- 
dore and  Emma.    On  the  21st  of  August 
they  received  the  news  of  the  . massacre  at 
Acton  and  the  general  uprising  of  the  sav- 
ages, and  at  once  made  preparations  for 
flight.   Mr.  JSTelson  assisted  S wanson  to  take 
off  the  hayrack  from  the  running  gear  of  the 
wagon  and  substitute  the  box,  into  Avhich 
they  loaded  some  of  their  household  goods 
and  the  little  family,  and  started  for  a  place 
of  safety,  Mr.  Nelson  remaining  to  collect 
some  forty  head  of  cattle  which  they  had. 
Night  overtook  him,  and,  starting  in  the  dark- 
ness, he  soon  lieard  whispered  voices  near  him 
and  incautiously  shouted,  "Who's  there?" 
and  in  an  instant  the  rapid  footsteps  of  his 
savage  foes  gave  him  the  alarm  as  they 
rushed  toward  him.    Favored  by  the  night, 
he  eluded  them  and  made  his  way  toward 
Foot's  house.   He  saw  the  Indians  enter  the 
house,  and  he  crept  into  the  cornfield ;  but 
hearing  them  in  his  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, the  rustling  of  the  leaves  and  the 
breaking  of  the  stalks  betraying  their  move- 
ments, he  slipped  out  and  sought  security  else- 
where. Arriving  on  the  banks  of  Mud  Lake, 
he  jumped  off  of  a  high  bank  for  tlie  water 
below,  but  fell  into  a  scrub  oak,  but  a  min- 
ute or  two  after  dropped  into  the  lake  in 
mud  and  water  to  his  armpits.    After  a 
short  time  spent  there  he  scrambled  out,  and 
as  the  water  in  his  boots  made  such  a  noise 
when  he  Avalked  he  pulled  them  off,  and  in 
doing  so  lost  one  and  then  threw  the  other 
away.    He  Avandered  all  about  the  prairie 
all  night  in  his  bare  feet,  and  at  one  time, 
having  cast  himself  down  beside  a  log  by  the 
side  of  the  road,  saw,  dimly  portrayed  against 
the  sky,  the  figures  of  several  of  his  pursuers 


pass  within  a  few  feet  of  h im.   As  the  morn--' 
ing  dawned  he  heard  the  sound  of  musketry^ 
and  looked  about  him  to  find  out  his  bearings, 
for  he  was  still  bewildered  with  his  wander, 
ings  and  did  not  know  where  he  was,  and, 
casting  himself  into  the  grass,  made  out  that 
he  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Oscar  Erickson!,8 
house,  about  two  miles  from  his  own  plac^ 
This  cabin  was  near  the  outlet  of  Eagle  Lake, 
and  contained  four  families,  those  of  Eoot,, 
Carlson,  Swanson  and  Erickson,  who  were 
making  a  brave  defense  and  drove  off  the 
invaxlers.    Young  Carlson  was  killed,  and 
.  Mr;  Foot  and  Mr.  Erickson  severely  Avound- 
ed,  but  all  escaped  Avith  their  lives,  except 
the  former.     Mr.  Nelson^  after  Avaiting  a. 
short  time  Avithin  about  sixty  rods  of  the 
house,  finally  struck  across  the  prairie  for 
Diamond  Lake.   His  lacerated  feet,  the  flesh 
cut  from  them  and  bleeding  at  every  step, 
hardly  allowed  him  to  make  much  speed, 
but  on  arriving  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Gates  he 
found  a  number  of  the  settlers  ready  to  start, 
but  calmly  preparing  their  breakfast.  Mr. 
Ne'.ybn's  tidings  of  the  nearness  of  the  ruthless 
savai^es  altered  all  this,  and,  abandoning  the 
half-prepared  meal,  they  quickly  betook 
themselves  to  flight,  he  riding  Avith  them, 
for  by  this  time  the  pain  in  his  feet  had  be- 
come insupjjortable.    Behind  them,  a  few 
miles,  they  cguld  see  a  train  of  fleeing  set- 
tlers, who  Avere  attacked  about  two  miles 
Avest  of  Swede  Grove,  but  who  beat  off  the 
savages  by  draAving  up  their  Avagons  in  a 
circle  around  a  hole  in  the  earth,  corral- 
ing  "their  animals  and  fighting  it  out  Avith 
the  Indians,  losing  tAvo  of  their  number, 
Lorenson  and  Bucklin.     The  band  Avith 
Avhom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  Avas  arrived 
at  Forest  City,  and  prepared  to  go  on  east 
beyond  the  Big  "Woods  for  safety.  Mr. 
Nelson  Avent  with  them  as  far  as  Kings- 
ton, Avhere,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
Davidson,  the  miller,  and  his  Avife,  he  had 
his  feet  Avashed  and  the  Avounds  dressed 
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with  tallow  and  linen  rags  by  that  gentle- 
man, who  loaned  him  a  pair  of  Indian  moc- 
assins to  wear.  Borrowing  a  horse  of  Swan 
Munson,  Mr.  jNTelaon  determined  to  return 
and  seek  his  brother-in-law's  famil}-^,  but  on 
the  way  thither  met  Lieut.  J.  B.  Atkinson. 
of  the  Meeker  county  militia,  who  was  or- 
dered with  his  squad  to  take  all  the  horses 
they  could  find  to  mount  the  command.  Mr. 
kelson  was  ordered  to  dismount,  but  he 
wouUl  not,  and  informed  the  officer  that  lie 
could  not  have  the  horse  as  long  as  he  (Mr. 
Nelson)  -was  alive,  whereupon  tlie  good-nat- 
ui»ed  officer  told  him  to  come  along  Avith 
him,  and  Mr.'^elson  joined  the  troop,  en- 
listing as  a  private  therein.  Tliis  was  in 
Captain  Whitcomb's  company.  From  this 
timeout  Mr.  Nelson  participated  in  every 
movement  of  the  troop,  being  with  every 
detail.  The  first  time  he  was  out  with  tliem 
they  got  as  far  as  Peter  Lund's  farm,  and 
found  the  Indians  preparing  a  meal  in  a  big 
iron  kettle,  which  they  had  strung  gypsy- 
fashion  over  a  fire,  they  having  killed  one  of 
the  settler's  hogs.  Quite  a  skirmish  occurred, 
and  the  Indians  retreated  to  the  woods  to 
draw  the  squad  into  an  amSush,  but,  their 
•design  being  penetrated,  our  forces  fell  back 
to  Forest  City.  At  another  time,  as  is  de- 
tailed elsewhere,  they  were  driven  back  by 
some  three  or  four  hundred  savages,  re-in- 
forcements  to  their  foes  being  perceived  all 
aroutd  the  horizon,  and  threatening  tlie 
total  annihilation  of  the  little  band  if  they 
were  surrounded.  The  next  day  they  built 
the  stockade  at  Forest  City,  and  Mr.  Nelson 
helped  defend  that  place  during  the  attack 
made  on  it  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember. A  few  days  afterward  the  com- 
mand moved  to  Hutchinson  to  escort  their 
wounded,  and  as  their  horses  were  stolen 
the  men  had  to  walk.  Olelngeman  loaned  Mi*. 
Nelson  a  horse  to  ride,  but  the  officer  Avould 
not  allow  that,  and  our  subject  was  com- 
pelled to  hobble  along  as  he  best  could,  for 


his  feet  were  still  in  a  horrible  condition, 
lie  also  took  part  in  the  expedition  to  Dia^ 
mond  and  Eagle  Lakes,  where  he  acted  as 
guide,  and  helped  bury  the  dead,bo(lies  they 
found. 

After  the  company  was  disbanded,  Mr. 
Nelson  went  to  St.  Paul,  and  worked  for  the 
Government  at  Fort  Snelling,  building 
stables,  etc.,  after  which  he  was  employed 
at  various  labor  in  that  city,  sawing  wood 
and  other  work,  the  winter  of  18G2  and  1863. 
In  the  spring  of  1863  he  leased  forty  acres  of 
land  in  "Wiishington  county,  of  John  Forber, 
and  put  in  a  crop,  and  the  next  year  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  in  the  same 
county.  To  this  he  added,  little  by  little, 
until  he  owned  some  200  acres,  all  of  which 
he  had  under  cultivation.  In  1867  ho  sold 
out  his  property  and  purchased  between  300 
and  400  acres  of  land  in  Darwin  township, 
this  county,  on  section  19,  near  Nelson  Lake, 
and  moved  on  it  in  1808,  comiijiencing  to 
open  up  a  farm.  There  he  made  his  home* 
until  about  1871,  when  he  sold  it  to  his 
father-in-law,  Qle  Johanson ;  and  purchasing 
a  lot  in  Litchfield,  put  up  a  building,  and  in 
company  with  his  brother,  B.  P.  Jfelson. 
opened  a  stock  of  general  merchandise.  Some 
years  later  he  sold  this  business  to  Alexander 
Oairncross.  since  which  time  he  has  been 
variously  emi^loyed,  principally  in  looking 
after  his  large  landed  property,  and  farming 
a  little. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  one  of  the  original  stock- 
holders of  the  Meeker  County  Bank,  and 
was  its  first  president,  and  has  always  taken 
an  active  interest  in  the  business  life  of  the 
village.  He  was  elected  to  the  Sixteenth  Leg- 
islature of  this  State,  and  served  in  the  lower 
house  during  the  session  of  1874.  In  1875 
and  1870,  ho  represented  this  district  in  the 
State  senate.  As  chairman  of  tlie  board  of 
county  commissioners  of  Meeker  county,  Mr. 
Nelson  served  this  people  during  the  yeais 
1884,  1885  and  1886,  with  credit  to  himself 
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and  honor  to  the  judgment  of  the  constituency 
that  sent  liini  tliere.  He  was  village  trustee 
of  Litchfield  in  18Y3,  and  is  now  a  member 
of  the  city  council,  having  been  elected  to 
serve  through  1888  and  1889. 

Mr.  Nelson  and  Miss  Ellea  Johanson  were 
united  in  marriage  March  23, 1868.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Ole  and  TIannah  Johanson.  nat- 
ives of  Sweden,  and  was  born  in  the  latter 
country.  She  came  to  America  with  her 
parents  in  185T,  who,  after  a  short  stay  in 
St.  Paul,  settled  that  year  in  what  is  now 
Litchfield  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H"elson 
%vere  the  parents  of  but  one  child,  who  died 
when  but  nine  days  old. 

JTOHN  SAMPSON,  a  respected  farmer 
3  and  pioneer  of  Meeker  county,  whose 
homo  is  on  section  4,  Greenleaf  township, 
is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  on  the  28th  of 
Marcli,  1815,  and  a  son  of  Peter  and  Cather- 
ine Samuelson.  His  early  life  was  spent  on 
thefann  of  his  parents,  employed  at  farm- 
ing and  carpenter  work.  In  1858  he  came 
to  tile  United  States,  having  previous  to  this 
been  married,  and  after  living  for  one  year 
in  Jamestown,  K  Y.,  he,  Avith  the  oldest 
daughter,  took  up  their  westward  march 
in  April,  1859,  and  came  to  Meeker  county, 
Minn.  The  trip  from  the  Eastern  States  was 
made  by  way  of  railroad  and  steamboat  as 
far  as  Carver,  Minn.,  the  rest  of  the  fam- 
ily remaining  in  Jamestown  until  in  tire 
fall.  He,  together  Avith  Charles  Allen  and 
Swan  Palm,  made  the  journey  from  Carver 
on  foot.  The  trip  was  one  of  severe  hard- 
ship, as  they  found  it  almost  impossible  to 
get  provisions.  Mr.  Sampson  returned  to 
Carver  with  an  ox  team  for  his  baggage,  and 
the  roads  were  so  bad  that  many  times  he 
was  obliged  to  unload  the  wagon  and  carry 
its  contents  through  the  mire  in  his  arms. 
Shortly  after  arriving  in  Meeker  county  he 
selected  land  in  section  4,  in  Greenleaf,  and 


the  following  year  (1860)  erected  a  house,  and,.- 
has  since  continued  to  reside  there,  although' 
extensive  building  and  other  improvements 
have  been  made,  so  that  the  farm  of  to4ay 
makes  a  wonderful  contrast  with  the  rude 
cabin  home  of  twenty-eight  years  ago. 

Mr.  Sampson's  marriage  took  place  on  the 
20th  of  June,  1842,  when  Anna  Hellena,  a 
daughter  of  Jonas  Jonson^  became  his  wife. 
She  was  born  in  Sweden  November  18, 1822. 
Their  marriage  was  blessed  with  three  chil- 
dren, as  follows — Christina,  born  October 
20,  1845,  died  October  25,  1875;  John 
,  Augustus,  who  is  mentioned  at  length  else- 
where in  this  volume,  and  Johanna  Louisa, 
born  January  19, 1852,  died  April  4, 1886. 

At  the  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak  the 
family  were  living  on  the  farm  and  the  father 
was  doing  carpenter  work  for  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  news  of  the  massacre  at  Acton, 
only  a  few  miles  distant,  reached  the  family 
on  the  17th  of  August,  1862,  and  after 
stopping  a  short  time  at  the  houses  of 
neighbors  they  went  to  Forest  City.  After 
remaining  there  and  at  Kingston  a  short 
time,  they  spent  several  weeks  at  Clearwater 
and  St.  Paul  and  then  went  to  Cottage 
^Grove,  Washington  county,  Minn.,  where 
they  rented  a  farm  and  remained  until  the 
fall  of  1864.  They  then  returned  to  the 
homestead.  , 

Mr.  Sampson  is  now  spending  the  even- 
ing of  his  life,  partially  retired  from  the 
cares  of  active  business,  and  holds  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.^Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Beckville 
Swedish  Lutheran  church,  and  are  exem- 
plary Christian  people. 

BANIEL  DANIELSON.  a  successful 
fanner  and  stock  raiser,  residing  on 
section  6,  Danielson  township,  and  one  of 
the  most  prominent  citizens  in  that  portion 
of  the  county,  is  a  native  of  Norway,  and 
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was  bom  on  December  14, 1840,  his  parents 
being  Daniel  and  Ingber  Aslagson.  His 
«arly  life  v.'as  one  of  industry  and  economy, 
and  he  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources 
when  still  a  mere  lad,  having  earned  liis 
own  living  ever  since  he  was  twelve  years  of 
age.  When  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he 
left  his  native  land,  booking  as  a  sailor  on  a 
native  vessel  for  about  nine  months,  then 
left  it  in  England,  and  made  one  trij)  to  the 
West  Indies.  In  1862  he  left  London  on  a 
vessel  bound  for  China,  and  was  shipwrecked 
about  sixty  miles  off  the  coast  of  China. 
After  this  he  remained  in  China  about  six 
months,  acting  as  quartermaster  on  a  steamer. 
He  then  went  to  Austraha,  where  he  re- 
mained for  about  five  years,  part  of  tiie  time 
in  New  Zealand,  digging  gold  ;  alsoAvorking 
in  Sidney,  New  South  Wales,  and  a  part  of 
the  time  he  sailed  among  the  Friendly  Isles. 
He  left  there  in  ISGg,  and  after  spending 
about  three  months  at  his  native  home  in 
Norway,  he  sailed  for  the  United  States. 
Upon  his  arrival  in  this  country,  about  July 
1,  he  came  direct  to  Meeker  county,  Minn., 
and  bought  eighty  acres  of  railroad  land, 
on  section  5,  in  Danielson  township. 
About  nine  months  later  he  took  a  home- 
stead on  section  30,  where  he  lived  for  seven 
years,  when  he  sold  that  and  purchased  his 
present  place  on  section  6.  He  has  also 
sold  his  railroad  land,  so  that  he  now  owns 
160  acres,  a  good  deal  of  Avhich  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  suffered 
some  reverses  through  the  loss  of  crops,  par- 
ticularly in  1876  and  ISYT  from  grasshoppers, 
and  in  1885  from  hail. 

In  political  matters,  Mr.  Danielson  is  a 
prohibitionist,  and  he  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  public  matters,  having  held  var- 
ious offices,  including  those  of  township  clerk 
one  year  and  assessor  five  years. 

Mr.  Danielson  was  married,  April  20, 1868, 
in  Norway,  to  Inger  Peterson,  who  was  born 
August  Y,  1849.    Their  marriage  has  been 


blessed  with  the  following  lAimed  children: 
Peter  Cliri,  born  April  23,  1869 ;  Ine  Dor- 
thy,  born  April  16,1871;  Daniel  Edward, 
born  July  26,  1873;  Hannah  Julia,  born 
August  12,  1875  ;  Victor  Emanuel,'  born  De- 
cember 9, 1877  ;  Martin  Julius,  born  Decem- 
ber 16, 1878  ;  and  Inger  Malinda,  born  March 
27, 1885. 

I^EONARD  ROMAN.  The  pubject  of 
this  biogriiphical  notice,  a  resident  of 
section  17,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
successful  fanners  and  stock  raisers  in  Green- 
leaf  township.  He  was  boi-n  in  Varmland, 
Sweden,  on  the  22d  of  Api-il,  1845.  Uis 
parents  were  born,  and  lived  in  tiie  land  of 
his  birth  until  the  time  of  their  deaths. 
Leonard  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  remained 
in  his  fatherland  until  1869,  wiien  he  sailed 
for  the  United  States,  and  came  dii'ect  to 
Meeker  county,  Minn.,  settling  in  Gr(;enleaf 
township,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  now 
has  270  acres  of  land,  a  good  share  of  whicli 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has 
been  very  successful  in  his  farming  opera- 
tions, althougii  he  has  met  with  the  partial 
loss  of  several  crops ;  but  by  careful  manage- 
ment and  hard  labor  he  has  accumulated  a 
comfortable  projierty.  lie  has  taken  an  act- 
ive interest  in  public  matters,  and  hiis  held 
various  oHices  of  a  local  nature,  including 
that  of  township  assessor.  In  political  affaii-s 
he  affiliates  with  the  prohibition  party. 

Mr.  Eoman  was  married  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1876,  to  Emma  E.  Ilagerstroni,  and 
their  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  the 
following  children— Axel  L.,  born  'June  5, 
1877;  Benhart  E.,  born  March  9,  1879; 
Victor  E.,  born  June  19,  1880;  Emma  E., 
born  Juno  4,  1883;  and  Arnold  A.,  born 
January  18, 1885— all  of  whom  ai'e  still  liv- 
ing except  Benhart  E.,  who  died  August  28, 
1879,  and  Avliose  remains  are  interred  in  the 
Beckville  cemetery.    The  family  attend  the 
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Mission  church.'  Mrs.  Eoman's  parents  Avere 
also  natives  of  Sweden.  They  came  to 
Meeker  county,  Minn.,  in  August,  1871,  and 
are  now  living  in  Green  leaf  township. 

^HARLES  A..LAUGHTON,  one  of  the 
prominent  business  men  of  Litchfield, 
was  horn  in  Platteville,  Grant  county,  Wis., 
March  20,  1851,  and  is  tiie  son  of  George  K. 
and  Jrildred  (Durley)  Laugh  ton.  His  father 
was  born  in  Soho  Square,  London,  Eng., 
June  27,  1820,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1835,  arriving  in  New  York  Octo- 
ber 25.  He  came  to  Southport,  now  Keno- 
shu,  Wis.,  with  L.  G.  Merrill  and  John 
J^.icl'ols,  Avlio  brought  some  $56,000  worth  of 
goods  to  that  place  October  30,  1842.  In 
December  following,  these  parties  sent  him 
to  Platteville,  with  a  large  stock  of  goods. 
He  becajiie  a  large  land  owner  in  that 
county  and  lived  on  a  fa  rm  in  the  environs 
of  Platteville  until  1870,  when  he  removed 
to  that  village,  where  he  lives  retired  from 
business.  He  was  married,  May  1,  1844,  to 
Miss  Mildred  Durlcy,  who  was  born  August 
y,  1828,  at  Greenville,  Bond  county,  Dl.,  who 
died  January  8,  1864. 

The  elder  Mr.  Laugh  ton  owned  and  oper- 
ated a  splendidly  equipped  woolen  factory 
upon  his  farm,  and  Charles  A.,  who  attended 
school  in  the  summer  months,  during  the 
winters  worked  in  the  mill,  and  there  showed 
his  mechanical  ingenuity.  In  1870  when 
the  place  was  sold,  Charles  entered  the  Young 
Men's  Acaxlemy,  at  Lake  Forest,  III.,  where 
1)0  spent  two  years.  He  then  entered  into, 
the  mercantile  trade  at  Platteville,  with  his 
brother,  but  finding  the  work  too  confining 
for  his  health,  entered  the  employ  of  J.  I. 
Case  (feCo.,of  Eiicine.  The  following  spring  of 
1874,  he  commenced  traveling  in  their  inter- 
ests, as  an  expert,  over  the  United  States  and 
Cana/Ja,  and  has  seen  much  of  the  world  while 
doing  so.  He  followed  that  line  of  work,  in  the 


service  of  the  same  company,  until  Septem-.. 
ber,  1881,  Avhen  he  came  to  Litchfield,  as  the 
resident  agent  for  Case  &  Oo.'s  threshing 
machinery.  In  the  spring  of  1887,  he  built 
the  machine  shop  where  he  does  all  kinds  of 
repairing  of  machinery,  especially  engine 
work,  which  he  carries  on  in  connection  with 
his  other  business. 

November  10,  1887,  C.  A.  Laughton  was- 
united  in.  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Gratiot, 
a  native  of  Platteville,  Wis.,  daughter  of  the 
late  Lieut.  Col.  E.  H.  and  Ellen  (Hagor)_Gra.- 
tiot,  natives  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Baltimore,. 
Md.,  and  niece  of  the  late  Hon.  E.  B.  Wash- 
burn. While  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laughton  are  not 
among  the  older  residents  of  the  village, 
their  genial  dispositions  and  happy  mannera 
have  won  them  a  high  place  in  social  circles. 
Mr.  Laughton  is  ranked  among  the  leading- 
business  men  of  the  place,  and  a  bright  future 
is  evidently  before  him. 

JACOB  LENHARD.  of  Darwin  town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  the  German  Empire, 
born  July  1,1827.    lie  was  reared  in  that 
classic  land  and  remained  there  until  1852, 
when  bidding  a^lieu  to  the  beloved  fatherland 
he  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  shores  of  free 
America,  in  search  of  tlie  liberty  of  action 
and  the  chance  of  competency  not  alforded 
to  him  in  the  land  of  his  birth.    He  settled 
near  Buffalo,  K  Y.,  where  he  remained  some 
three  months,  after  which  he  went  to  Canada, 
and  worked  on  the  construction  of  the  railroad, 
suspension  bridge  over  the  Niagara  river. 
From  thei'e  he  proceeded  west  to  Chicago,  111., 
but  less  than  a  year  later  removed  to  Polk 
county,  Wis.,  and  there  purchased  a  farm  and 
settled  down  to  the  life  of  a  Western  farmer. 
He  made  that  part  of  the  "  Badger  State" 
his  home  for  thirteen  years  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  in  1868,  came  to 
Meeker  county,  and  settled  in  Darwin  toAvn- 
ship.    He  was  united  in  marriage,  Septem- 
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ber  4,  1854,  with  Miss  Dora  Yerkes,  who 
is- the  mother  of  seven  children — Henry  P., 
born  June  22,  1855 ;  John  P.,  born  January 
%  185Y ;  William  F.,  born  December  9, 1858'; 
Jacob  A.,  born  January  21,  1860 ;  Mary  M., 
born  December  25,  1862 ;  Conrad  E.,  born 
March  24,  1865 ;  and  Anna  D.,  born  January 
18, 1869.  The  sons  are  all  well-to-do  farmers 
of  the  township. 

Mr.  Lenhard  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  church  and  respected  and 
honored  citizens.  ■ 

ELS  F.  JOHNSON,  is  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  farmers  of  Swede  Grove  town- 
ship. He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Anna  Chris- 
tianson,  and  was  born  in  Sweden,  on  the  28th 
of  June,  1862.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents  in  1868,  and  they  came 
direct  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  settling  in 
Swede  Grove  township,  where  Nels  F.  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education.  He  lived 
with  his  parents,  working  on  the  farm  until 
1887,  when  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land 
on  section  6,  whei'e  he  now  lives,  keeping 
"bachelor's  hall"  and  tilling  his  farm.  A 
sketch  of  his  parents  will  be  found  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.  Mr.  Johnson  takes  active 
interest  in  township  matters.  He  was  ap- 
pointed school  clerk  to  fill  the  unexpired 
term  when  that  office  became  vacant  through 
the  removal  of  his  father  to  another  town- 
ship. He  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Luth- 
eran church.  In  political  matters  he  is  a 
republican. 

WHE  legal  profession"  has  a  number  of 
able  and  prominent  representatives  at 
Litchfield,  among  them  being  J.  M.  Eussell, 
county  attorney  of  Meeker  countJ^  He  is  a 
native  of  Clay  county,  Ind.,  born  on  the  13th 
of  February,  1852.  His  early  life  was  spent 
upon  a  farm  attending  district  school  in  the 


winter,  and  thus  continuing  until  he  was  six- 
teen years  old,  when  he  began  teaching 
school  in  the  winter,  working  on  the  farm' 
during  the  summer.  Two  years  later  he 
purchased  his  brother's  intei'est'in  the  old 
homestead,  his  father  having  died  Avhen  he 
was  less  than  three  years  of  age.  After  this 
he  worked  the  farm  during  the  summer, 
teaching  during  the  Avinter  months,  until  he 
was  twenty-three  years  old,  when  he  sold 
the  stock  and  farui  implements  and  for  two 
years  attended  college  at  Westfield,  111.  From 
there,  in  the  spring  of  1877,  he  came  to 
Meeker  county,  reinahiing  here  one  year 
and  teaching  two  terms  of  school.  In  the 
spring  of  1878,  returning  to  the  old  home  in 
Indiana,  he  worked  on  the  farm  with  his 
brother  that  season  and  taught  school  during 
the  following  winter. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  1879,  Mr.  Russell  was 
married  to  Miss  Julia  E.  Hays,  of  Clay 
county  Ind.,  and  the  following  day  they 
started  for  Meeker  county,  Minn.  For  a 
year  he  taught  scliool  at  Cedar  Mills,  and,  on 
the  14th  of  September,  1880,  ho  settled  at 
Litchfield  and  entered  the  law  office  of  K. 
C.  Martin  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  himself 
for  that  profession,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  the  fall  of  1882.  He  spent  the 
summer  of  1881  upon  a  claim  in  Dakota.  He 
sold  this  in  1883,  and  having  taken  a  home- 
stead in  the  same  Territory,  tiiat  spring,  he 
spent  the  summer  on  that,  and  still  owns 
the  farm.  After  being  admitted  to  the  bar 
fn  the  fall  of  1882  he  formed  a  law  partnership 
with  N.  0.  Martin  under  the  firm  name  of 
Martin  »&  Eussell.  This  partnership  was 
maintained  until  the  1st  of  Januar}-^,  1887, 
when  it  was  dissolved,  and  since  that  time 
Mr.  HussoU  has  devoted  his  attention  exclu- 
sively to  his  profession,  as  before,  but  alone 
in  business,  cand  has  built  up  a  lucrative 
practice.  In  1884  he.  was  elected  city 
attorney  and  held  the  ofiice  for  thrqo  suc- 
cessive terms.     In  the  fall  of  1887  ho 
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was  elected  county  attorney  on  the  repub- 
lican and  alliance  tickets  and  assumed 
the  duties  of  the  office  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1887.  Mr.  Russell  is  an  active  mem- 
of  the  Christian  Church. 
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J^DREW  DAVIDSON,  is  one  of  thepio 
mK.  neers  of  Dassel  township,  where  he 
lives  on  section  14,  and  one  of  its  leading 
and  representative  citizens.   He  is  a  native 
of  Scotland,  born  in  Wigtown  Shair,  March 
28,  1833.   Among  the  heaths  and  glens  of 
h.s  native  land  he  was  reared,  and  there  matle 
his  home  until  his  twenty-first  year,  and  then 
determined  to  seek  a  new  home  in  the  wiids 
of  America.    Crossing  the  tempestuous  At- 
lantic, he  landed  in  New  York,  and  for  a 
short  tune  made  his  home  in  Orleans  county, 
JN.  Y.,  but  tlien  moved  to  Morristown,  K  J. 
wiiere  lie  went  into  a  hardware  store,  where 
ho  was  employed  for  some  time,  and  later 
commenced  market  gardening  or  "truck 
farming."   In  1856  our  subject  came  west, 
and  for  ten  years  followed  farming  in  Col- 
■  umbia  county,  Wis.,  from  Avhence  he  came 
to  Meeker  county  in  1866.   He  drove  the 
entire  distance  with  an  ox  team,  bringing 
his  family  with  him,  and  on  his  arrival  here 
took  up  as  a  homestead  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  li.    Fii-st  setting  foot  in  the 
county  July  i,  1866,  he  has  been  for  nearly 
twenty  years  a  constant  citizen,  except  the 
first  winter,  when  he  spent  that  season  in 
McLeod  county  after  partially  building  the 
house  upon  his  place,  where  he  worked  to 
keep  his  family  in  the  necessaries  of  life. 
During  the  first  few  years  he  did  consider- 
able hunting,  getting  at  one  time  eighty-six 
deer  m  six  weeks,  and  in  taking  the  venison 
and  furs  to  Minneapolis  to  market  iie  add- 
ed considerably  to  his  revenue.   As  game 
became  scarce,  he  took  up  teaming  with  a 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  transacted  considerable 


business  at  remunerative  figures^  Soon  his 
farm  demanded  his  sole  attention,  and  by  the 
exercise  of  labor  and  perseverance,  together 
with  the  thrift  and  frugality  with  which  his 
race  are  proverbially  endowed,  has  succeeded 
in  placing  himself  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, and  lives  surrounded  by  most  of  the 
comforts  of  life. 

Mr.  Davidson  was  married  before  he  left 
"  the  land  of  heather,"  December  1, 1849,  to 
Miss  Grace  McAllister,  but  left  her  in  Scot- 
land when  he  came  to  America  in  search  of 
a  home.  Two  years  afterward  she  emigrated 
to  the  "land  of  the  free,"  joining  her  hus- 
band, in  Morristown,  in  1856.  They  are  the 
happy  parents  of  four  children— Janet,  Peter, 
Margaret  and  Alexander.  Janet  is  the  wife 
of  Barney  Cox,  a  resident  of  Dassel ;  Peter, 
who  is  also  married,  lives  in  the  town  of 
Dassel ;  the  other  two  still  reside  at  home. 

On  the  organization  of  the  town  in  1867, 
Mr.  D.  was  elected  one  of  the  first  justices  of 
the  peace,  and  for  the  past  thirteen  years 
has  been  chairman  of  the  town  board  of 
supervisors. 

*  *  *  "C* '  ■ 

kAVID  B.  HOAR.    The  subject  of  this 


biography,  a  prominent  and  successful 
farmer  and  stock  raiser,  residing  on  section 
34,  Union  Grove  township,  justly  bears  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  solid  and 
substantial  citizens  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  county,  and  his  many  years  of  residence 
there  have  caused  him  to  be  well  known  to 
all  the  old  settlers  of  that  region. 

Mr.  Hoar  was  born  in  New  BrunsAvick,. 
Albert  county,  Canada,  on  May  8,  1822. 
His  father  was  originally  a  tanner,  but  he 
ost  his  feet  from  the  effects  of  a  cold,  morti- 
fication setting  in,  and  amputation  was 
necessary,  and  he  then  learned  and  worked 
at  the  tailor's  trade  for  some  time,  after 
which  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business.   A  f  e  w  y ears  later  he  built  a  vessel. 
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which  he  sailed  for  three  years,  and  then 
sold  out  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  died 
in  1878,  and  his  wife  in  1883. 

David  B.  Hoar^  our  subject,  spent  his  early 
days  in  aiding  to  care  for  his  parents.  In 
May,  1857,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  worked 
in  a  steam  saw  mill  in  Wright  county  until 
the  spring  of  1858,  when  he  came  to  Meeker 
county,  and  rented  a  farm  in  what  is  now 
Union  Grove  township,  which  he  worked 
and  raised  three  crops  on.  The  last  year  he 
bought  the  right  and  improvements  on  160 
acres  of  land  on  section  34,  where  he  win- 
tered. The  next  summer  he  worked  for 
farmers  in  "Wright  county,  and  the  same  fall, 
on  October  23,  1861,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Melissa  Bryant,  daughter  of  Ambrose 
and  Narcissa  Bryant.'  She  was  born  in  Ken- 
nebec county,  Me.,  July  24,  1842,  and 
came  to  Minnesota  with  her  parents  in  the 
fall  of  1855.  At  -the  age  of  nineteen  she 
commenced  teaching  school,  and  taught  one 
term  before  and  one  after  marriage.  She 
was  tea.ching  when  the  outbreak  of  the  In- 
dians occurred.  As  a  full  history  of  this 
matter  is  given  in  another  department  of 
this  work,  it  is  unnecessary  in  this  connec- 
tion to  repeat  it.  On  the  Wednesday  fol- 
lowing the  massacre  at  Acton,  Mrs.  Iloar 
was  teaching,  when  a  man  came  and  notified 
her  that  the  Indians  Avere  coming.  She  at 
once  sent  the  children  to  their  homes,  and 
she  rode  home  mth  the  mail  carrier.  Mr. 
Hoar  at  once  started  to  notify  the  Good- 
speeds,  Mrs.  Goodspeed  being  a  sister  of 
Mrs.  Hoar.  They  hitched  up  a  yoke  of 
oxen  and  a  horse,  and  expected  to  take  din- 
ner at  Mr.  Hoar's,  but  they  did  not  stop  to 
eat  it,  as  the  Indians  had  got  sight  of  him 
and  were  in  hot  pursuit.  Mr,  Hoar  cocked 
his  gun  and  backed  up  to  the  wagon,  wait- 
ing till  all  were  in,  and  they  started,  and 
before  they  were  out  of  sight  the  Indians 
were  plundering  the  house.  The  party  drove 
to  Manannah,  where  they  were  joined  by 


quite  a  crowd,  and  then  proceeded  to  Forest 
City.  Mrs.  Hoar,  Mrs.  Learn in«f  and  two 
children,  Mrs.  Helen  Goodspeed  and  three 
children,  and  Miss  Florinda  J.  Bryant,  the 
four  sisters,  went  to  Monticello.  Mr.  Hoar 
remained  during  the  summer  and  was  on 
some  of  the  most  perilous  expeditions,  and 
had  many  narrow  esca]ies.  lie  spent  the 
ensuing  winter  at  his  father-in-law's,  after 
which  he  spent  about  tliree  years  in  his  na- 
tive province.  In  1866  he  returned  to  Union 
Grove,  and  this  lias  since  been  Iris  home. 
He  has  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in 
the  township,  owning  820  acres;  and  has 
substantial  improvements.  All  tliat  he  pos- 
sesses is  the  result  of  liis  own  management 
and  industry,  and  he  lias  accumulated  a  fine 
property,  notwithstanding  tlie  fact  that  he 
has  passed  through  enough  hardships  and 
dangers  in  early  days,  and  loss  of  crops  in 
later  yeai-s,  to  have  discouraged  stnd  dis- 
heartened the  generality  of  mankind. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoar  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children — Adelbert,  born  Decem- 
ber 12, 1862 ;  David  Alonzo,  born  September 
1,  1864;  Elisabeth  S.,  born  August  11, 1866; 
Wesley  J.,  born  September  5, 1868 ;  Wino- 
gene,  born  July  11,  1870  ;  Irvine,  born  Jan- 
uary 15,1872;  Forest,  born  April  26,  1873; 
A.  Chesley,  born  March  23, 1875 ;  Phebe  A., 
born  January  13, 1877 ;  Narcissii,  born  De- 
cember 30, 1878  ;  and  Ambrose,  boi-n  Octo- 
ber 24,  1880.  Adelbert  is  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  Avork.  David  Alonzo  runs  a 
.stationary  engine  at  Buffalo,  Minn.  The 
rest  are  at  home. 

-^■»-fS^-«^  

M)ASMUS  nels(!:/n,  the  junior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Birch  &  kelson.  Litch- 
field, is  a  native  of  Denmark,  born  Febru- 
ary 11,  1844.  His  father  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  our  subject  was 
reared  upon  a  farm,  acquiring  such  education 
as  the  schools  of  his  native  land  afforded 
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until  lie  was  some  foui'teen  yeai-s  of  age,  after 
which  his  time  was  devoted  solely  to  labor. 
In  1809  he  emigrated  to  the  New  World  and 
upon  landing  in  this  country,  came  to  Minne- 
sota and  purchased  a  farm  on  section  31, 
Acton  township,  and  upon  that  tract  of  land 
made  his  home  for  some  sixteen  years. 
While  a  resident  in  that  portion  of  the  county 
he  was  very  active  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  a  citizen,  and  was  duly  honored 
by  the  people  with  election  to  several  im- 
portant olHces.  He  sei-ved  tliree  yeai's  as  town 
supervisor,  four  years  as  county  commissioner, 
and  in  a  number  of  the  minor  ones,  and  on 
the  school  board. 

In  1884  the  subject  of  this  sketch  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  Andrew  Nelson  in  the 
clothing  and  gents'  furnishing  goods  firm  of 
Birch  &  Nfelson,  and  has  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  imi-suits  in  this  line  and 
place  e^'er  since.  He  is  still  the  owner  of 
some  400  acres  of  excellent  farm  land  in  the 
county,  most  of  wliich  is  under  cultivation. 
His  house,  which  is  a  handsome  one,  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  fine  grove,  and  his  place  con- 
tains a  thrifty  orchard,  and  is  generally  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  united  in  marriage  inDen- 
mark,  previous  to  his  leaving  his  native  land, 
Avith  Miss  Maren  Peterson,  a  native  of  the 
same  country,  who  died  September  29, 188Y. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children— 
Nels  r.,  Charles  6.,  Annie,  Carrie  M.,  Gertie 
C,  Walter  W.,  Jennie  and  Arthur  E.  * 

M^ANS  IVERSON  resides  on  section  33, 
JpaL  Acton  township.  The  parents  of  the 
subject  of  this  biography  wei-e  Iver  and 
Johanna  Anderson,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Norway  and  lived  in  their  native 
land  until  the  time  of  their  deaths.  Hans 
Iverson  was  a  native  of  the  same  country 
and  was  born  on  the'4th  of  May,  184C.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1869,  and 


shortly  after  his  arrival  he  proceeded  to 
Dakota  county,  Minn.,  where  he  was  em-' 
ployed  by  various  farmers  until  during  the 
year  1873,  when  he  came  to  Meeker  county 
and  bought  railroad  land  on  section  33, 
in  Acton  township,  where  he  still  lives.  He 
has  a  good  farm  of  130  acres  of  land  with 
a  good  portion  of  it  under  cultivation,  a 
comfortable  house,  and  other  farm  buildings, 
and.  withal  is  in  comfortable  circumstances. 
This  has  all  been  the  result  of  his  own  in- 
dustry and  economy,  as  he  was  a^ioor  man 
when  he  came  to  this  country.  He  has  met 
.with  some  reverses,  especially  during  the 
year  that  the  grasshoppei-s  visited  Meeker 
county,  but  as  a  whole  his  farming  operations 
have  been  very  successfijl. 

Mr.  Iverson  Was  married  in  1869  to  Miss 
Ingeborg  Pederson."  She  was  born  in  Nor- 
way, on  the  4th  of  April,  1848,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Iver  and  Martha  Pederson. 
Her  father  died  in  Norway  and  her  mother 
is  now  living  in-  Pope  county,  Minn.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Iverson  have  been  the  parents  of 
the  following  children— Martin,  born  March 
14,1870;  Idan,  born  December  29,  1873; 
Olof,  born  July  7,  1875 ;  Mina,  born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1877;  Hilda,  born  January  16, 
1880;  and  Lydia,  born  July  23,  1882. 

MIMROD  BARRiCK,  a  farmer  of  Ells- 
worth township,  lives  on  section  33, 
where  he  carries  on  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  confines  his  operations  to  grain  and  cat- 
tle raising. 

Mr.  Barrick  was  born  in  Cedar  county, 
Iowa,  September  20,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of 
Alpheus  and  Minerva  (Porter)  Barrick,  nat- 
ives of  Virginia  and  Indiana  respectively, 
who  came  to  Meeker  county  in  the  spring  of 
1804,  and  settled  in  the  toAvn  of  Cedar  Mills, 
where  they  still  live.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alpheus 
Barrick  were  the  parents  of  eight  children — 
Isaac,  Amos,  Sarah,  Scott,  Nimrod,  Nellie, 
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James  and  EtHan.  Isaac,  one  of  those 
"  whose  faith  and  truth  on  war's  red  touch- 
stone rang  true  metal,"  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  Third  Minnesota  Infantry,  and  after 
nearly  three  years'  service,  died  from  expos- 
ure.  Ethan  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  spent  a  portion 
of  his  early  life  in  Rice  county,  Minn.,  where 
his  father  followed  his  trade,  blacksmithing, 
until  war  times,  then  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
Seventh  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  serv- 
ing one  year.  During  this  time  our  subject 
attended  district  school,  and  in  the  faU  of 
1864  he,  with  the  rest  of  his  people,  removed 
to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  settled  in  Ce- 
dar Mills  township,  where  he  remained  at 
home,  assisting  in  the  work  and  improving 
the  place,  until  the  fall  of  1873,  when  he 
commenced  life  for  himself  and  removed  to 
the  town  of  Ellsworth. 

ft 

October  9,  1873,  Mr.  IBarrick  and  Miss  . 
Julia  Kenne<ly  pledged  their  mutual  vows 
at  the  marriage  altar.  The  bride  was  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  V.  P.,  and  Julia  Ann 
(Eudisill)  Kennedy,  natives  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Indiii^na  respectively,  and  was  herself 
bom  in  Clay  county,  Ind.  A  history  of  her 
parents  is  given  elsewhere  in  the  pages  of  this 
Album,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred.  By 
this  union  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrick  have  become 
the  parents  of  three  children,  Roscoe,  Vincent 
and  Baby,  and  their  home  is  lightened  by 
the  merry  sound  of  childhood's  laugh  and 
song. 

In  the  spring  of  1885,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bar- 
rick moved  to '  Brown  county,  D.  T.,  but 
becoming  dissatisfied  there,  returned  to 
Meeker  county  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year.  . 

Our  subject  is  republican  in  his  principles, 
and  affiliates  with  that  organization.  In 
local  politics  he  takes  considerable  interest 
although,  in  no  way  a  professional  politician 
or  an  office  seeker.  In  1882  he  Avas  honored 


by  the  citizens  of  Ellsworth  township,  by 
having  had  bestowed  upon  him  the  office  of 
town  supervisor,  and  for  four  years  filled 
that  position.  Several  minor  offices  have, 
also,  in  him  found  a  worthy  and  tnisty 
administrator  and  he  merits  and  receives  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  whole  community. 

MTeNRY  martin,  a  successful  and  en- 
J^L  terprising  farmer  residing  on  section 
9,  Cedar  Mills  township,  has  been  a  resident 
of  Meeker  county,  with  the  exception  of  one 
year,  since  1873.  He  is  a  native  of  Monroe 
county,  Wis.,  and  was  born  October  8, 1855. 

When  Henry  was  seven  years  of  age  he 
removed  to  Kedron,  Fillmore  county,  Minn., 
with  a  man  named  Hale,  Avho  had  adopted 
him.  He  remained  there  until  1873,  when 
he  came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn,,  and  located 
in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Cosmos.  After 
remaining  there  a  year  he  went  to  Stevens 
county,  Minn.,  where  he  also  remained  a 
year,  and  then  returned  to  Meeker  county. 
After  his  return  he  lived  in  Greenleaf  town- 
ship until  the  spring  of  1884,  when  lie  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  on  section  9,  Cedar 
Mills  township.  Since  that  time  lie  has 
resided  upon  his  farm  and  devoted  his  time 
to  diversified  farming  and  stock  raising.  He 
has  a  valuable  farm  ol  160  acres,  consider- 
able of  which  is  under  cultivation,  and  is  in 
very  comfortable  circumstances. 

Mr.  Martin  was  married  on  January  9, 
1878,  to  Miss  Alma  R.  Sevens.  She  is  a 
native  of  Maine,  born  November  26, 18G1, 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Eveline 
JSTevenSt  who  were  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Greenleaf  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Marti i\  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  as 
follows— Luman  D.,  born  January  28, 1880; 
Mary  E.,  born  May  28, 1882 ;  Sarah  A.,  born 
April  28, 1885 ;  and  Lettie  G.,  born  Septem- 
ber 22,  1887,  all  of  whom  are  now  living. 


ft 
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OHN  HUNTER,  SR.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  respected  farmers  and  stock  raisers 
in  the  northern  portion  of  the  county,  is  a 
resident  of  section  18,  Union  Grove  township. 
He  comes  of  a  race  which  make  the  best 
citizens  in  Minnesota's  population,  and  a  race 
which  is  proverbial  for  their  integrity,  in- 
dustry, frugality,  and  genial  and  hospitable 
temperament,  for  it  is  an  old  and  true  saying 
that  "no  man  goes  hungry  from  a  Scotch- 
man's door." 

Mr.  Hunter  was  born  in  the  county  of 
Barrackshire,  Scotland,  on  the  10th  of  April, ' 
1826.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  the  land 
of  his  birth,  where  he  received  the  training 
and  education  afforded  by  the  facilities  of 
those  days,  and  imbibed  the  principles  of 
honesty,  industry  and  economy,  which  are 
characteristic  of  the  Scotch  ])eople.  Economy 
and  industry  were  essential  in  those  days  to 
make  a  living,  and  the  wage  earnings  of  that 
day  would  now  be  considered  a  pittance. 
About  the  year  1849  he  came  to  America 
and  settled  in  Canada,  where  he  remained 
for  sixteen  years.  He  then,  in  1865,  came  to 
Meeker  county)  Minn.,  and  located  on  section 
18,  in  what  is  now  Union  Grove  township, 
where  he  has  since  lived.  At  the  time  he  came 
here  there  were  only  three  seftlers  witliin  the 
limits  of  the  township,  as  all  the  earlier 
settlers  had  been  driven  off  by  the  Indians 
and  had  not  returned  as  yet.  Mr.  Hunter 
had  a  good  deal  to  contend  with  during  those 
early  days  and  had  to  encounter  diiiiculties 
and  disadvantages  to  Avhich  most  men  would 
have  sun-endered.  When  he  arrived  here 
his  earthly  possessions  consisted  of  one  yoke 
of  oxen  and  a  cow,  and  for  two  years  lie  had 
very  little  to  eat,  living  a  good  share  of  the 
time  on  wheat  boiled  in  milk.  Flour  was 
Avorth  $16  per  barrel,  and  potatoes  $1.2,5  per 
bushel,  and  at  one  time  he  traded  a  two-year- 
old  steer,  even,  for  a  100-weight  of  flour. 
They  were  obliged  to  go  to  Cold  Springs,  a 


distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  to  mill  and  the 
trip  usually  took  three  days.  No  work 
could  be  found,  and  there  was  no  money  in 
the  country,  and  at  times  it  looked  as  though 
starvation  stared  them  in  the  face,  but  during 
all  the  trials  and  hardships  his  courage  and 
enterprise  never  forsook  him  and  it  has  n,ot 
been  unrewarded,  as  he  is  now  rated  as  one 
of  the  most  solid  and  substantial  citizens  of 
the  township  in  which  he  lives.  He  has  a 
fine  farm  of  250  acres  and  a  comfortable 
home. 

Mr.  Hunter  was  married  on  the  1st  of 
April,  1849,  to  Agnes  Brown  Lee,  and  their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children, 
as  follows — Mary,  Jane,  James  (deceased), 
John,  Charles,  Charlotte,  and  George 
(deceased). 

During  the  first  year  that  Mr.  Hunter  and 
his  family  were  here,  they  had  neither  team 
Zlov  cow ;  they  had  to  carry  their  house-logs 
out  of  the  woods — Mr.  Hunter  carried  one 
end  anfil  old  Mr.  Beaumont  the  other.  The 
boys  eaiih  had  to  hold  forked  sticks  to  reach 
\o  the  log  so  as  to  help.  When  they  got 
their  oxen,  they  did  all  their  hauling,  sum- 
mer and  winter,  on  a  sled.  Deer  and  elk 
would  often  come  into  the  dooryard,  while 
bear  was  by  no  means  an  unffequent  visitor. 
On  one  occasion,  they  found  by  the  tracks, 
that  a  bear  had  climbed  upon  the  wood-house 
and  from  there  to  the  roof  of  the  cabin, 
which  was  covered  with  sod.  In  those  days 
they  were  afraid  that  some  night  they  might 
come  down  the  fire  chimney.  Wolves  were 
numerous,  and  in  addition  to  this  they  were 
constantly  on  the  lookout  for  Indians.  These 
Avere  some  of  the  trials,  experiences  and 
hardships  which  the  early  settlera  endured. 

- ,  ,  >v. ,  c-^rrs^  ■     ,  . 

UGH  DOWLING,  harness  maker  and 
JRL  dealer  in  horsemen's  goods,  Litch- 
field, is  a  native  of  Bath,  Me.,  born  Septem- 
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ber  29,  1848,  and  is  the  son  of  Edward  and 
Lizzie  (Hanlon)  Dowlin^  natives  of  the  Em- 
erald Isle,  who  had  settled  in  Maine  shortly 
before  the  birth  of  Hugh.  The  father  of 
our  subject  worked  at  shiiKsarpentering until 
J850,  in  Bath,  after  which  he  came  to  Minne- 
sota, and  remained  until  1855  in  St,  Paul.  He 
then,  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Egan,  removed 
to  Dakota  county,  this  State,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  in  the  town  of  Egan.  He 
took  up  a  homestead  there,  and  made  it 
his  home  until  1866,  when  he  sold  out  and 
came  to  Meeker  county  and  bought  a  farm. 
He  died  here  December  27,  1870. 

Hugh  Dowlinoj'  resided  at  home  on  the  farm 
until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years,  when  he  commenced  to  learn  the  har- 
ness-making trade.  In  1879  he  opened  a 
shop  of  his  own,  which  burned  down  March 
4,  1885,  with  a  loss  of  $1,900,  only  part  of 
which  was  covered  by  insurance.  Recover- 
ing himself,  our  subject  soon  aftei-ward 
opened  his  present  place  of  business,  where 
he  carries  in  stock  all  kinds  of  harness,  robes, 
blankets,  trunks,  etc. 

■Mr.  Dowling  and  Miss  Kate  E.  Dougherty 
were  united  in  marriage  January  11,  1880. 
The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Cath- 
erine (Ward)  Pougherty,  natives  of  County 
Donegal,  Ireland,  who  were  among  the  very 
earliest  settlers  in  this  county,  coming  here 
in  July,  1856.  Mfs.  Dowling  is  a  native  of 
Will  county,  Jll.      '  ^ 

OB  B.  SHERMAN,  a  prominent  resident 
of  Litchfield,  is  a  native  of  Erie  county, 
's^.  Y.,  born  in  1840.  His  parents  Avere  Jo- 
seph and  Mercy  (Willitt)  Sherman ;  the 
father  a  native  of  Massachusetts  who  had 
settled  in  Erie  county,  W.  Y.,  in  1823,  and 
the  mother  a  native  of  New  York.  Thev 
remained  upon  their  old  homestead  in  Erie 
county  from  the  time  of  their  settlement  un- 
til the  time  of  their  deaths.- 


Job  B.  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  en- 
listened  in  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and 
Sixteenth  New  York  Infantry,- serving  two 
years  and  nine  months.  During  this  time 
he  was  in  thirteen  different  battles,  and  was 
wounded  twice— first  at  Port  Hudson,  La., 
by  a  minie  ball  entering  his  left  cheek  and 
coming  out  at  the  back  of  his  neck;  and 
again  at  Cedar  Creek,  Va.,  by  a  sjient  minie 
ball  entering  his  left  cheek.  The  first  wound 
was  serious,  and  unfitted  him  for  duty  for 
about  six  months,  seven  weeks  of  which  time 
were  spent  in  the  hospital.  After  receiving  his 
discharge  from  the  army,  Mr.  Sherman  re- 
turned to  Erie  county,  isT.  Y.,  and  engaged 
in  farming,  remaining  there  until  1885,  when 
he  settled  at  Litchfield.  With  the  exception 
of  one  year  spent  in  Kansas,  Litchfield  lias 
been  his  home  since  that  time.  He  followed 
his  trade  (carpentering)  until  the  spring  of 
1887,  when  iit.  was  appointed  policeman  for 
the  village,  which  jjosition  he  still  liolds. 
Mr.  Sherman  was  married  on  the  25tli  of 
December,  1805,  to  Miss  Hannah  E.  Sole,  of 
Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children  —  Grace  D.,  wlip  was  born 
December  5,  1867;  and  Blanche  H.,  born 
July  29,  1878.  Mrs.  Sherman  is  one  of  the 
most  active  members  of  the  Woman's  Relief 
Corps,  No.  17,  and  is  the  present  secretary 
of  the  corps.  The  family  are  membere  of 
the  Episcopalian  church.  Mr.  Shennan  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and 
also  the  Odd  Fellows. 


^\LE  HALVERSON  NESS  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  old  settlers  of  Meeker 
county.  He  was  born  in  Ilullingdal,  Nor- 
Avay,  October  6,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Halver 
Munson  and  IngeberNess.  His  father  sei-ved 
for  thirty-six  years  in  the  Norwegian  army, 
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and  OJe  H.  saw  six  years'  service  in  the  same 
army,  with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  In  1846 
he  was  married  to  Margaret  Christianj^  a 
daughter  of  Christian  Knudson,  who  was 
born  in  1821.  One  week  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Ness  embarked  for  America  with  his 
parents,  and  settle  I  in  Kock  county,  "Wis. 
In  1856  he  sokl  his  farm  there  and  came  to 
Meeker  comity,  Minn.,  his  family  being  one 
of  the  three  original  families  who  settled  in 
Litchfield  township.  The  party  came  through 
by  "  prairie-schooner  "  conveyance,  and  were 
charmed  with  the  delightful  scenery  of  Min- 
nesota in  June.  During  the  summer  the 
family  lived  in  "camp-lifestyle"  on  the  land 
where  Ole  II.  had  taken  up  his  claim,  and  in 
the  fall  he  completed  one  of  the  first  cabins 
erected  in  the  township,  and  moved  into  it. 

After  experiencing  the  hardships  and  tri- 
als incident  to  pioneer  life,  he  had  just  begun 
to  get  a  foothold  in  the  wilderness,  and  was 
looking  forward  to  the  brighter  days  of  civ- 
ilization, Avhen  the  outbreak  of  the  Sioux 
Indians  came.  Bred  in  the  school  of  the 
intrepid  Norwegian  soldiery,  Mr.  Ness  did 
not  for  a  moment  quail  or  hesitate  before  the 
onslaught  of  the  savage  redskins,  but  sprang 
to  the  defense  of  his  home  and  fireside.  On 
the  night  of  the  shedding  of  the  first  blood, 
a  few  miles  from  his  own  door,  he  was  one 
of  the  few  who  dared  to  go  to  the  scene  of 
the  slaughter  in  the  darkness,  and  who,  after 
finding  the  bodies  of  the  five  slain  persons, 
stood  faithful  watch  until  they  were  buried. 
Then  O.  H.  Ness  went  home,  and,  although 
the  whole  populace  seemed  to  be  on  wheels 
to  get  out  of  the  Avay  of  the  savages,  he 
remained  at  home  with  his  family  until  Sat- 
urday foUoAving  the  massacre  at  Acton,  when 
he  took  them  to  Forest  City.  His  horses 
being  pressed  into  service,  he  spent  a  few 
days  at  Kingston  and  then  returned  to  For- 
est City,  and  superintended  the  building  of 
fortifications  there.  His  family  occupied 
apartments  over  the  postoffice  at  the  time  of 


the  Indian  attack,  and  he  first  discovered  it 
while  going  out  to  change  the  guard,  and 
had  just  time  to  arouse  the  people  and  get 
them  into  the  fortress.  After  remaining  at 
Forest  City  until  the  latter  part  of  Decem- 
ber, 1862,  Mr.  Ness  removed  his  family  to 
the  farm  and  kept  them  there  during  the 
entire  winter— the  only  case  of  the  kind  in 
the  whole  county.  The  Indians  destroyed 
fully  $2,000  worth  of  property  for  him. 

Mr.  Ness'  first  marriage  was  blessed  with 
eleven  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows 

Sarah,  Halver  O.,  Christian,  Margaret,  Mar- 
tin C,  Lina,  Caroline  and  Karl.  Margaret 
is  married  to  Abt  Mattson,  Lina  to  Paul  P. 
Olson,  and  Caroline  to  George  Beach.  The 
first  wife  died  in  August,  1877. 

Mr.  Ness  has  retired  from  all  active  par- 
ticipation in  business  affairs,  and  is  now 
pleasantly  passing  the  evening  of  his  life 
with  his  second  wife.  All  his  children  have 
grown  up  about  him,  and  are  comfortably 
settled  in  life. 

/^\NE  of  the  most  intelligent  and  enter- 
prising  farmers  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  county  is  L.  M.  Johnson,  a  resident  of  sec- 
tion 22,  Greenleaf  township.  He  is  a  native 
of  Sweden,  and  was  born  on  February  25, 
1844r.  His  parents  were  also  natives  of 
Sweden,  where  they  are  still  living,  his  father 
following  the  vocation  of  a  farmer. 

L.  M.  Johnson,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  reared  in  early  life  on  a  farm,  but  later, 
while  still  in  the  old  country,  was  employed 
at  the  milling  business,  and  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade.  In  1867,  he  left  the  land  of  his 
birth  and  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
after  spending  some  three  weeks  in  Chicago, 
he  went  to  Marquette  county,  Mich.,  where 
he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  On  May 
8,  1869,  he  came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn., 
and  settled  upon  a  farm  on  section  17,  in 
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Greenleaf  township.  In  ISYl  he  entered  a 
homestead  of  forty  acres,  where  he  now 
lives,  on  section  22,  and  moved  onto  it  dur- 
ing the  same  season.  He  now  has  a  splendid 
farm  of  180  acres,  a  large  portion  of  which 
is  under  cultivation,  and  his  buildings,  Avhich 
are  among  the  best  in  the  township,  reflect 
great  credit  upon  his  enterprise  and  good 
management.  He  has  a  large  amount  of 
stock  and  carries  on  diversified  farming, 
together  with  stock  raising.  He  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  public  matters. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  on  July  4,  1867, 
to  Sarah  0.  Olson.  Her  parents  were  born 
in  Sweden,  where  her  father  died,  and  her 
mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson 
have  been  blessed  with  the  following  chil- 
dren— ^Johanna  T.,'  born  June  24,  1869; 
Esther  E.,  born  October  6,  I8TO ;  Mary  S., 
born  July  11, 1873  ;  John  W.,  born  October 
8, 1874 ;  Ida  N.,  born  August  9,  1876 ;  Euth 
J.,  born  May  J6,  1878;  Joshua  E.,  born 
August  24, 1881 ;  and  a  pair  of  twins  that 
died  at  the  time  of  their  birtli,  August  28, 
1868,  The  family  are  membei-s  of  the  Church 
of  God.  .Mr..  Johnson  has  five  brothers  and 
two  sisters  living  in  this  country. 

""'^^INCENT  COOMBS.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  a  successful  farmer  and 
stock  raiser,  residing  on  section  11,  Cedar 
Mills  township,  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlei-s 
in  tlie  southern  portion  of  the  county.  lie 
is  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  was  born  on  April- 
30, 1841. 

He  arrived  in  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  on 
the  7th  of  July,  1857,  with  his  parents,  Mil- 
ton and  Elizabeth  Coombs,  he  being  at  tlie 
time  only  sixteett  yeare  of  age.  The  father, 
Milton  Coombs,  took  a  claim  in  the  town  of 
Ellsworth,  but  only  remained  on  it  a  few 
days ;  not  being  satisfied  with  the  location, 
packed  up  his  goods,  preparatory  to  starting 
for  Iowa.   Upon  arriving  at  Cedar  City  he 


was  persuaded  to  take  a  claim  in  Cedar  Mills 
township,  and  he  accordingly  selected  160 
acres  of  land  on  section  2,  For  some  time 
they  lived  at  Cedar  City,  working  the  farm 
in  the  meantime,  however,  and  in  1869  they 
moved  to  the  place.  When  the  Indian  out- 
break occurred,  they  with  others  went  to  the 
"Point"  in  Cedar  Lake,  wliere  they  built 
fortifications,  and  later  went  to  Hutchinson. 
In  the  spring  of  1863,  they,  with  George 
Nichols  and  family,  retiirned  to  Cedar  Mills 
— they  being  tlie  first  to  return. 

The  family  of  Milton  Coombs  remained  in 
Cedar  Mills  township  until  1865j  when  they 
moved  to  the  town  of  Greenleaf. 

In  the  fall  of  1869  the  family  moved  to 
Delano  and  later  to  Minneapolis,  and  thence 
to  Hincldey,  where  they  now  reside. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  Vincent  Coombs  en- 
listed in  Captain  Herrington's  three  months 
State  Militia,  and  served  during  his  term  of 
enlistment.  In  the  following  spring  ho  en- 
listed [IS  a  scout  under  General  Sibley,  and 
served  with  the  Sibley  expedition  through 
the  "West.  lie  was  one  of  the  scouts  who 
picked  up  the  son  of  Little  Crow  to  th'6  south 
of  Devil's  Lake.  Mr.  Coombs  was  in  the  In- 
dian country  during-  most  of  the  time  while 
the  trouble  lasted.  He  was  one  of  the  four 
men  who  went  into  the  timber  to  look  after 
Caleb  Sanboi'n,  and  found  his  body  wliere 
the  Indians  had  killed  him,  near  his  own 
house.  He  was  also  one  of  the  party  that 
went  from  Hutchinson  to  recover  the  body 
of  Daniel  Cross,  who  Avas  killed  by  the  Indi- 
ans north  of  Cedar  Lake. 

In  the  fall  of  1864  Vincent  Coombs  sold 
the  farm  in  Cedar  Mills  and  took  a  home- 
stead in  Greenleaf  township.  In  the  spring 
of  1869  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  A. 
Abbott,  of  Forest  Prairie.  Mrs.  Coombs  died 
on  the  ISth  of  November,  1878,  leaving  her 
husband  five  small  children  to  care  for,  her 
last  request  being  that  her  children  be  ko))t 
together,  and  it  has  been  faithfully  fulfilled. 
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Mr.  Ooombs  was  again  married  in  the 
spring  of  1883,  when  Saraii  J.  Jordan^  of 
Cedar  Mills,  became  his  wife.   Our  subject 
resided  in  the  town  of  Greenleaf  until  the 
spring  of  1887,  wlien  he  sold  his  place  and 
pui'cliased  the  Pitman  farm,  of  a  fraction  over 
332  acres,  located  on  sections  2  and  11,  Cedar 
Mills  township.   While  in  Greenleaf,  Mr. 
'  Qoombs  held  many  offices  of  a  local  nature, 
and  took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
politics,  township  matters  and  educational 
affairs.   He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  having  joined  Golden  Fleece  lodo-e 
No.  89,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  18Y2,  and  Rabboni 
chapter,  No.  37,  Royal  Arch,  in  1887.  When 
the  Grange  movement  started  he  was  one  of 
the  leading  members  in  the  organization  and 
•was  master  of  the  Greenleaf  lodge. 

Mr.  Coombs  has  now  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  the  town  of  Cedar  Mills,  he  and  his  wife 
together  owning  412  acres  of  the  finest 
land  in  this  region.  Mr.  Coombs  has  good 
substantial  buildings  and  a  nice  artificial 
grove,  set  out  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Pitman  about 
twenty  years  ago.  In  conversation  with  Mr. 
Coombs,  he  said  :  « I  am  my  mother's  best 
boy— being  the  only  boy  in  ten  children." 


P.  PETERSON,  attorney  at  law,  of 
Litchfield,  came  to  Meeker  county  in 
May,  1807,  with  his  parents,  Olof  and  Hedda 
F.  Peterson.  E.P.Peterson  was  born  in 
Goodhue  county,  Minn.,  in  June,  18S5,  and 
was  therefore  twelve  years  of  age  when  he 
cajne  here.  His  father  took  a  homestead  in 
Harvey  township  and  remained  until  1883, 
when  he  removed  to  Nicollet  county,  and 
later  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  still  lives. 

E.  P.  Peterson  remained  at  hotne  attending 
school,  and  also  spent  one  year  in  the  State 
University,  and  when  he  had  arrived  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  began  teaching  school, 


and  followed  that  profession  for  three  years. 
Then,  in  company  with  his  brother  H.  I., 
he  bought  the  Litchfield  Independent.  In 
1880,  selling  his  interest  in  the  paper  to  his 
brother,  he  .began  the  study  of  law  with 
Oam|3beil  &  Spooner,  of  Litchfield,  and 
about  two  years  later  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  Since  that  time  he  has  devoted  his  time 
exclusively  to  his  profession,  and  has  been 
very  successful. 


I^HOMAS  F.  PRICE,  a  prominent  old 
L    settler  of  Meeker  county,  residing  on 
section  18,  Harvey  township,  is  a  native  of 
Gilmanton,  N.  H.,  and  Avas  born  on  the  18th 
of  August,  1838.   His  parents  were  Thomas 
and  Ann  E,  Price.    The  father  was  born  in 
Gilmanton,  N.  H.,  and  remained  there  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  February  14, 1849. 
The  mother  was  a  native  of  Medway,  Mass., 
born  August  20,  1809.  She  came  West  with 
her  family  in  the  fall  of  1850,  and  for  six 
months  remained  at  Minneapolis,  after  which 
she  settled  at  Kingston,  in  Meeker  countv; 
and  made  her  home  in  this  county,  afte'r- 
ward,however,  removing  to  Harvey  township, 
until  the  time  of  her  death  January  lU,  1877. 
She  was  formerly  Ann  E.  Burlen  from  Med- 
way, Mass.,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Thomas  Price^  of  Gilmanton,  K  H.,  October 
30,1830.    After  coming  West  she  endured 
many  hardships  and  privations,  especially 
during  the  outbreak  of  the  Indians  in  1802, 
but  still-  maintained  great  fortitude  and 
courage  through  all— always  cheerful  and 
looking  on  the  bright  side,  until  the  last,  and, 
at  sixty-seven  years,  passed  away,  after  suf- 
fering acutely  for  over  one  year.    She  was 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  church, 
with  her  husband.'  Her  remains  were  buried 
at  Manannah  cemetery.    There  were  five 
children  in  her  family,  four  of  whom— E.  A., 
of  Big  Stone  county,  Minn.,  Thomas  F., 
Harriet  M.,  and  Augusta  A.— are  still  living. 
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One  member  of  the  family,  a  son,  Wiimot 
Austin  Price,  died  in  Harvey,  October  9, 18T0, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Manannah  cemetery, 

Thomas  F.  Price,  the  subject  of  our  present 
sketch,  spent  most  of  his  early  life  in  his 
native  town.  He  received  the  education 
afforded  by  the  facilities  of  those  days,  and 
at  an  early,  age  he  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  which  he  worked  at  more  or  less  at 
Boston  and  other  places.  In  1856  he  came 
West  with  his  mother's  family  to  Minneapo- 
lis, and  six  montlis  later  to  Kingston.  They 
were  living  there  when  the  Indian  outbreak 
occurred.  They  remained  at  Kingston  dur- 
ing all  of  the  trouble  with  the  redskins,  al- 
though nearly  all  of  the  settlers  throughout 
the  county  went  away  for  safety.  In  1863 
they  removed  to  Harvey  township,  where 
Thomas  F.  has  since  lived.  He  has  devoted 
his  time  to  general  farming  and  stock  raising 
and  owns  a  valuable  farm. 

In  religious  matters  Mr.  Price  attends  the 
Congregational  church,  and  in  his  political 
views  he  affiliates  with  the  republican  party. 
He  has  taken  considerable  interest  in  town- 
ship affairs,  and  has  served  more  or  less  as 
justice  of  peace  during  the  last  few  years. 
Mr.  Price  is  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity, 
and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  township  in  which  he  lives. 

^g,  UNDER  H.  SUNDAHL  is  one  of  the 
V^t!  leading  farmers  in  the  southeastern 
portion  of  Acton  township.  He  is  a  son  of 
Halver  and  Mary  Sundahl,  and  was  born  in 
Norway,  on  the  28th  of  July,  1846.  He  re- 
mained in  his  native  land  until  18Y0,  when 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  first 
stopped  in  Iowa,  where  he  worked  at  rail- 
road work  for  three  years.  In  1873  he  came 
to  Litchfield,  and  for  two  years  was  employed 
by  various  farmers  in  the  neighborhood, 
after  which  for  two  years  he  ran  a  ditching 


machine.  He  then  purchased  a  farm  of  152 
acres  on  section  25,  Acton  township,  where 
he  has  since  lived,  devoting  his  time  to  diversi- 
fied farming  and  stock  raising.  He  has  been 
very  successful,  and  now  has  a  good  lot  of 
stock  gathered  about  him.  His  farm  is  in  a 
good  location  and  he  has  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  it  under  cultivation. 

Mr.  Sundahl  was  married  in  1878  to  Miss 
Christina  Olson,  who  was  born  on  the  12th 
of  July,  1856,  She  was  a  daughter  of  An- 
drew  Olson,  who  Avas  killed  by  the  Indians 
in  September,  1862,  a  short  distance  from 
where  Mr.  Sundahl  now  lives.  A  full  account 
of  this  matter  is  given  elsewhere.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sundahl  have  had  the  following  chil- 
dren born  to  them :  Halver.  born  December 
31,1878;  Andrew,  born  August  28,  1880; 
Matilda,  born  March  29,  1881;  and  Lura, 
born  March  18, 1884.  Mr.  Sundahl  takes  an 
active  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  his  township,  and  is  one  of  its 
leading  citizens.  He  is  a  republican  in  polit- 
ical mattei-s. 

M  RELIABLE  and  enterprising  citizen  ol 
JpI^  of  Ellsworth  township  is  N.  D.  Mer- 
HiLL^  livmg  on  section  32,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  carrying  on  general  farming  and  stock 
raising.  He  first  came  to  Minnnesota  in 
1855,  and  after  a  year  spent  in  Minneapolis, 
settled  in  Buffalo,  Wright  county,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
'  Civil  War,  when,  imbued  with  the  patriotism 
of  an  American  citizen,  Mr.  Merrill  enlisted 
in  the  Second  Minnesota  Battery,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Ilotclikiss.  on  January 
1,  1862,  and  on  the  21st  of  April  folloAving, 
moved  forward  to  the  seat  of  war.  The 
company  was  engaged  for  the  first  time  at 
the  capture  of  Corinth,  and  from  that  time 
on  made  a  creditable  record  for  itself  in  the 
conflicts  of  Perryville,  Knob  Gap,  Stone 
Eiver,  Chattanooga,  Mission  Ridge  and 
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others.   Wlien  the  war  closed  they  were  on 
detaclied  duty  in  East  Tennessee,  where  they 
were  ihustcred  out.    His  term  of  service 
over,  Mr.  Merrill  returned  to  Minnesota, 
wlicre  lie  remained  until  186T,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Montana,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  jnining  for  three  years,  returning  to 
Wright  county,  this  State,  from  whence  he 
came  to  Meeker  county,  in  1876,  and  here 
has  made  his  home  ever  since.   He  is  a 
native  of  Maine,  born  in  Dover,  Decem- 
ber 29,  3834,  and  is  the  son  of  True  and 
Sally  0.  Merrill,  both  natives  of  Maine,  the 
father  having  been  born  September  7,  1806 
and  the  niother,  July  25,  1806.  ' 

True  and  Rally  0.  Merrill  were  married 
October  11,  1827,  and  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children :  E.  W.,  born  March 
19,  1829;  S.  T.,  born  May  2.5,  1831;  Betsy 
A.,  born  February  14,  1833 ;  K  D.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch ;  Julia  A.,  born  February 
2,  1837 ;  Sarah  E,,  ■  born  July  20,  1839 ; 
Charles  L.,  born  May  19,  1842,  and  Marinda 
A.,  born  July  3,  1844. 

N.  D.  Merrill,  our  subject,  was  married"  on 
July  21,  1870,  to  Mrs.  Ireland  widow  of 
"Wesley  Ireland.  She  was  a  native  of  Pen- 
obscot county.  Me.;  was  married  in  1860 
to  Mr.  Ireland,  who  afterward  died.  She 
came  to  Minnesota  in  1864  with  her  one 
child,  Ellen  M.,  and  lived  a  widow  until  her 
marriage  with  JVfr.  Men-ill.  Her  daughter, 
Ellen  M.  Ireland,  was  born  November  1, 
1861,  and  is  now  Mi-s.  A.'G,  Iloot,  of 
Nebraska.  — — . 


ALEB_HULL,  a  prosperous  and  enlight- 
_  y  ened  farmer  of  Dassel  township,  hav- 
ing his  home  on  section  10,  is  a  native  of 
Herkimer  county,  N.  Y.,  born  in  the  town  of 
Eussia,  SeptemJjer  2G,  1824,  and  is  the  son 
of  Benjamin  and  Betsey  (Olappert  Hull, 
natives  of  Ehode  Island  and  New  York, 
respectively.    Benjamin  Hull  removed  to 


Dodge  county,  Wis.,  in  1851,  where  he 'died 
m  1861 ;  liis  wife  some  yeare  later  came  to 
Meeker  county,  and  died  at  Forest  Oitv  in 
1877.  '' 

The  subject  whose  name  heads  this  per- 
sonal sketch,  commenced  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen y  eai-s  to  learn  the '  shoemaker's  trade,  and 
after  devoting  three  years  to  it,  went  to  St 
Lawrence   county,   N.    Y,,   whither  his 
parents  had  removed,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  three  years.   Coming  West,  he 
spent  the  same  period  of  time  in  Jeflferson 
county,  Wis.,  and  then  was  engaged  in  the 
pmeries  of  that  State  for  six  years.   On  his 
return,  he  built  a  house  at  Hustisford,  Dodge 
county,  Wis.,  but  from  there  went  to  the 
Michigan  pineries,  where  he  spent  some  three 
years  more,  and  then  came  back  to  Dodge 
county,  where,  December  1,  1855,  he  was 
united  m  marriage  with  Miss  Eunice  Frost, 
The  next  year  of  his  life  was  pass'^Tli 
Watertown,  Wis.,  after  which  he  removed 
to  Freeborn  county,  Minn.,  and  purchased 
160  acres  of  land  on  section  6,  town  of  Free- 
man, where  he  settled.   While  there,  he  fol- 
lowed hunting  and  trapping  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, and  found  it  highly  remunerative ;  so 
much  so  as  to  enable  him  to  provide  his 
family  with  many  comforts  that  the  other 
new  settlers  could  not  reach.   While  thus 
engaged,  game  the  news  of  the  Indian  out- 
break of  1862,  and  most  of  his  neighbors 
fled  panic-stricken,  but  he  would  not  go. 
One  day,  while  returning  from  his  work  in 
Iowa,  he  met  a  number  of  his  neighbors  who 
advised  him  not  to  go  home,  saying,  with 
their  selfish  instincts  uppermost,  that  by  the 
time  he  got  there,  his  family  would  be  mur- 
dered and  his  home  in  flames,  as  the  Indians 
were  close  behind ;  but,  nobly  responding  to 
his  duty,  Avhich  caUed  him  to  the  defense  of 
his  family,  he  went  on  and  found  all  peace- 
ful at  home,  and  the  danger  much  magnified 
by  their  fears  and  abject  terror.   He  re- 
mained in  Freeborn  county  some  nine  years 
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.  and  then,  sold  out  and  came  to  Meeker 
county,  arriving  here  July  7,  1867.  He 
took  up  a  homestead  on  section  10,  where  he 
now  lives,  but  lived  in  Darwin' until  the 
spring  of  1868,  and  then  moved '  into  a  log 
cabin,  where  the  family  lived  until  he  could 
get  a  house  built,  which  stood  where  his 
present  cottage  now  stands.  This  latter  was 
erected  in  1879,  at  a  cost  of  $1,000,  and  is 
handsome,  neat  and  commodious,  and  he  has 
a  fine  farm  of  120  acres  of  excellent  land. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iluil  have  had  a  family  of 
six  children,  four  of  whom  still  survive — 
Augustus,  living  in  Dakota,  Ida  E.,  Mrs. 
Charles  Penny,  of  Dassel;  Lillie  B.,  and 
Mark  W.,  at  home.  Mr.  Hull  has  served  in 
several  official  positions,  chief  among  Avhich 
was  that  of  chairman  of  the  town  board  of 
supervisors. 

— •^»"^^-«->-^ 

I^TELS  CLEMENTS,  of  Litchfield,  is  the 
son  of  Nels  and  Betsy  Clements^  and 
was  born  in  Meeker  county  May  14,  1860. 
Ilia  parents,  natives  of  Sweden,  came  to 
Meeker  county  in  1857,  and  on  the  20th  of 
August-settled  in  the  town  of  Litchfield  on 
a  farm,  where  they  lived  until  the  death  of 
the  father,  in  1870.  During  the  time  of  the 
Indian  outbreak  !N"els  Clements  removed  for 
safety  to  Forest  City,  and  manfully  did  his 
part  toward  the  building  of  the  stockade  and 
its  defense.  Having  been  on  friendly  terms 
with  the  Indians,  they  did  not  destroy  his 
house,  but  stole  all  the  provisions  and  stock 
that  were  left  on  the  pla»e. 

Nels  remained  at  home  upon  the  paternal 
farm  until  he  was  of  age,  on  attaining  wliich 
he  went  to  Minneapolis,  but  returned  during 
the  following  winter.  The  season  of  1882 
he  spent  in  Montana,  but,  returning  to  this 
county  in  1883,  he  located  in  Grove  City, 
and  Avent  into  the  farm-machineiy  business. 
In  1884  he  came  to  Litchfield  and  tended 
bar  for  S,  A.  Scarp,  but  in  October,  1886, 


opened  the  saloon  he  now  runs.  He  Avas 
married  April  30,  188G,  to  Miss  Kate  Mer.- 
ten,  a  native  of  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Theodore  Men- 
ten,  natives  of  Germany.  By  this  union 
there  has  been  born  one  cliild—Mary,  whose 
birth  took  place  May  9,  1887. 

MELS  AKESON  is  one  of  tlie  prominent 
and  well-to-do  citizens  of  Swede 
Grove  township.  Mr.  Akesoi;  is  a  son  of 
Ake  and  Hannah  Anderson,  and  was  born 
in  Sweden  on  the  9th  of  May,  1841.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1868,  and  first 
settled  at  Stillwater,  Minn.,  where  he  lived 
for  about  seven  years,  being  employed  part 
of  the  time  in  a  saw  mill,  again  at  railroading 
and  various  other  means  of  securing  a  living. 
In  1876  he  came  to  Swede  Grove  township, 
and  bought  a  farm  on  section  35,  Avhere  he 
has  since  remained,  cari-ying  on  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  i-aising.  He  has  a  comfortable 
home,  having  a  neat  frame  house  and  a  very 
fine  barn  30x44  feet  in  size,  and  has  gathered 
about  liim  considerable  stock.  When  he 
came  to  the  United  States  he  had  only  fifty 
cents  in  his  poclcet,  but  by  industry  and  good 
management  he  has  placed  himself  in  com- 
fortable circumstances,  and  to-day  is  one  of 
the  substantial  farmers  of  his  township. 

Mr.  Akeson  married  Anna,  a  daughter  of 
pie  and  Carrie  Anderson.  She  was  born 
January  17,  1851.  They  have  had  the  fol- 
lowing children  :  Ililma,  born  July  18, 1875; 
Hatfcie,  boi-n  February  23, 1877  ;  Carrie,  born 
February  10, 1879 ;  Ake,  born  April  24, 1881 ; 
Ella,  born  September  13,  1883;  and  Olof, 
born  August  9,  1887.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  cliiirch.  Mr. 
Akeson  has  taken  a  prominent  and  active 
part  in  all  public  matters,  and  has  held  the 
oHice  of  township  clerk  since  1882.  He  is  a 
republican  in  political  faith. 
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JMt ON.  JOHN  S.  SHIELDS,  the  present 
JFtl.  state  senator  from  Meeker  county,  is 
a  resident  of  Darwin  toAvnship,  living  upon 
Ills  fine  and  extensive  farm  on  section  34. 
He  is  a  native  of  Ottawa,  Canada,  born 
November  8, 1830,  and  is  of  Irish  ancestry, 
at  least  ujion  his  father's  side.   He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  Dominion  of  his 
birth  until  1859,  when  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  from  June  until  the 
following  fall  remained  mostly  in  the  city  of 
Minneapolis.   During  this  time  he  came  to 
Meeker  county,  and  prospected,  spending 
July  4,  1859,  here,  and  the  following  August 
came  here  and  made  a  settlement  at  Forest 
City,  where  he  resided  until  that  winter,  when 
he  located  where  he  now  lives.   Previous  to 
leaving  his  home,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1859, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret 
Kenney^  and  with  his  young  wife  came 
through  the  Big  Woods  to  the  new  settle- 
ment.    Mr.  Shields  furnished  the  labor 
toward  making  the  first  United  States  flag 
ever  floated  in  Meeker  county,  J.  B.  Atkin- 
_son  furnishing  the  cloth  and  Thomas  Gray- 
jon  the  paint.   He  was  appointed  in  1860, 
by  the  State,  to  cut  a  road  through  the  Big 
Woods,  and  did  so  about  this  time,  and 
tlirough  it  hauled  the  merchandise  for  a 
merchant  at  Forest  City,  which  was  the  first 
load  brought  that  way.  Mr.  Shields  remained 
upon  his  farm  until  the  sad  times  of  the  fall 
of  1862,  but  on  the  terrible  Sabbath  of  the 
ITtli  of  August,  he  heard  the  ncAvs  of  tlie 
Indian  outbreiik  and  went  to  Forest  City  to 
investigate.    He  returned  and  warned  all 
within  his  reach.    He  took  part  in  the 
inquest,  and  all  the  subsequent  movements 
of  the  settlers  as  detailed  elsewliere.  He 
sent  his  wife  and  children  to  Clearwater,  but 
lie  renuiined  in  Poorest  City  and  took  part  in 
all  the  marches,  engagements,  etc.,  of  the 
Home  Guards,  although  not  mustered  into 
the  company.   When  the  attack  was  made 
by  tlie  Indians  on  Forest  City,  Mr.  Shields 


was  sleeping  in  the  barn  with  the  sixty 
horses  of  the  Home  Guards,  and  on  the  com-' 
mencement  of  the  firing  untied  his  two 
horses  and  endeavored  to  get  to  the  stockade, 
but  one  horse  was  shot,  and  with  the  other 
he  got  away.  This  was  the  only  horse 
saved  out  of  the  lot.  Many  more  incidents 
of  his  bravery  could  be  given  did  not  space' 
forbid,  but  it  is  enough  to  say  that  he  did 
his  duty  manfully. 

He  afterward  went  to  Minneapolis,  where 
he  remained  until  1865,  but  in  the  fall  of  that 
year  returned  to  this  county  and  to  his  farm 
where  he  now  lives.  He  has  occupied  several 
responsible  positions  since  coming  here,  in- 
cluding that  of  chairman  of  the  town  board, 
assessor,  town  clerk,  and  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  was  elected  to  represent  the  county  in 
the  State  Senate  in  1886,  on  the  Farmers' 
Alliance  ticket,  of  Avhich  organization  he  is 
the  present  president.    He  is  the  father  of 
the  following  six  children:   Isabella,  bom 
April  15,  1860,  and  died  October  29,  18Y9; 
Ellen  J.,  born  December  19, 1864;  William 
A.,  born  August  20,  1868;  Maggie  E.,  born 
April  2,  1870 ;  and  Charles  A.,  born  October 
2,  1872.    On  the  11th  of  December,  1874, 
the  deatfo  angel  invaded  this  little  family 
circle  and  drew  from  their  affectionate  em- 
brace the  bi'^oved  wife  and  mother,  leaving 
only  her  memory  in  their  inner  hearts,  where 
it  is  forever  enshrined.    Mr.  Shields  is  an 
attendant  upon  the  services  of  the  Episcopal 
church,  and  an  upright,  honorable  gentle- 
man. 

In  the  fall  of  1886,  as  above  mentioned, 
Mr.  Shields  was  elected  to  represent  his 
district  in  the  State  Senate,  took  his  seat  at 
the  opening  of  the  Twenty  fifth  Legislature, 
and  holds  that  office  at  tlie  present  writing. 
In  the  last  session  he  was  among  the  most 
active  and  influential  members  of  that  body, 
and  ably  represented  his  constituents  in  a  ses- 
sion which  was  among  the  most  important 
held  in  the  history  of  the  State.  His  influence 
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and  ability  were  recognized  in  the  formation 
of  the  senate  committees,  and  none  more 
zealously  favored  and  aided  anti-monopoly 
legislation.  He  has  been  identified  with 
Minnesota  matters  for  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century  and  is  well  informed  as  to  its 
history.  An  able  parliamentarian,  a  clear- 
headed and  careful  business  man,  he  has  ac- 
cumulated a  comfortable  fortune. 


WHE  PRESENT  register  of  deeds  of 
Meeker  county,  N.  A.  Yiren,  came  to 
this  section  of  the  State  in  1858,  and  in  April 
of  that  year  passed  througli  to  the  extreme 
frontier  of  those  days,  and  located  in  Kan- 
diyohi county.  He  remained  there  until  the 
2l8t  of  August,  1862,  when  the  dreadful 
massacre  of  the  defenseless  settlers  by  the 
red  wards  of  our  government  struck  terror 
into  the  hearts  of  all  upon  the  borders,  for 
their  loved  ones  were  in  imminent  danger. 
Mr.  Yiren  joined  the  tide  of  fugitives  for 
safety,  and  finally,  after  considerable  travel, 
reached  Forest  City  with  his  family.  He 
took  the  latter  on  to  Clearwater,  Avhere  he 
left  them,  and  returned  to  assist  those  who 
were  less  fortunate  and  to  help  make  a  stand 
against  the  diabolical  red  fiends,  who,  reek- 
ing with  the  blood  of  the  innocents,  thirsted 
for  more  lives  to  take.  He  did  not  join  the 
home  guards,  but  was  active  in  many  of  the 
volunteer  expeditions  that  went  out  to  look 
up  stock,  etc.,  and  was  in  Kandiyohi  at  the 
time  of  the  attack  on  Forest  City.  After 
perforaiing  liis  part  in  the  operations  of  that 
fall  Mr.  Yiren  removed  to  St.  Paul,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  1869,  when  he  again 
tur-ed  westward,  and  located  in  Litclifield, 
where  he  opened  a  wagon  shop,  whicli  busi- 
ness he  continued  in  until  assuming  the  du- 
ties of  register  of  deeds,  in  January,  1871,  to 
which  he  had  been  elected  the  previous  fall. 
He  remained  in  this  office,  being  reelected 


his  own  successor,  until  January,  1879.  He 
during  the  next  few  years  filled  the  positions 
of  justice  of  the  peace  and  town  clerk,  but 
at  the  regular  election  of  November  4, 188i, 
the  people  of  the  county  manifested  a  wish 
for  him  to  resume  the  office  of  register  of 
deeds,  and  he  accordingly  entered  upon  its 
well-known  duties  in  January,  1885,  Avliere 
he  has  remained  ever  since. 

Mr.  Yiren  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frar 
ternity,  a  charter  member  of  Golden  Fleece 
lodge,  No.  89,  and  also  connected  with  the 
A.  O.  U.  W. 


ANSING  V.  BROWN,  the  efficient 
station  and  express  agent  at  Eden 
Yalley  came  to  that  village  November  15, 
1886,  to  take  charge  of  the  Minneapolis  «fe 
Pacific  Eiiilroad  Company's  business,  and 
has  remained  there  in  that  position  ever 
since.  He  became  the  agent  for  the  Amer- 
ican Express  Company  in  the  fall  of  1886, 
also. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  the  beautiful  city 
of  Watertown,  Jefferson  county.  Wis., 
January  8,  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  Y. 
and  Elizabeth  (^Johnson)  Erown,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  New  York.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  and  pioneer  merchants  of  "Water- 
town,  and  is  one  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Wisconsin  National  Bank  of  that  i)lace, 
where  he  still  resides. 

'  The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  his 
education  in  the  excellent  schools  of  his 
native  city,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  entered 
the  office  of  the  Northwestern  Telcgniph 
Company  at  that  place,  as  manager,  where 
he  remained  four  years.  Ue  was  then  ti-ans- 
ferred  to  Eaii  Claire,  Wis.,  but  a  short  time 
after  came  to  St.  Paul  and  entered  the  office 
of  the  train  despatclier  of  the  St.  Paul  Sc 
Sioux  City  Eailroad  Company,  where  he 
remained  about  one  year.    In  May,  1878, 
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he  became  station  agent  at  Darwin,  Meeker 
county,  in  the  employ  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis &  Manitoba  Eailroad  Company,  and 
remained  at  that  post  four  years. 

The  next  two  years  he  had  charge  of  the 
station  at  Willmar,  but  in  1884  went  to  "West- 
ern Montana,  as  traveling  auditor  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Eailroad,  which  position  he 
held  for  two  years,  and  then  accepted  his 
pi-esent  place.  His  upright  dealing  and 
straightforward,  gentlemanly  demeanor  has 
won  him  hosts  of  friends,  and  his  future  looks 
bright. 


OHN  LINDGREN.  who  has  charge  of 
tlie  Farmer's  and  Merchant's  Co-operat- 
ive Elevator  at  Litclifield,  is  a  native  of 
Sweden,  born  in  1854.  He  was  brought  to 
America  when  still  less  than  four  years  of 
age  by  his  step-father,  his  fatlier  having  died 
"when  John  was  an  infant. 

Mr.  Lindgren  lived  with  his  step-father,  T. 
G.  Cornelius,  until  lie  was  thirteen  yeai-s  of 
cage,  when  he  began  life  for  himself,  working 
on  a  farni  in  Meeker  county.  In  the  spring 
of  1880  he  went  to  Uallock,  Kittson  county^ 
Minn.,  where  he  had  charge  of  a  large  farm 
for  four  yeare,  after  wiiich  he  returned  to 
Litchfield,  where  he  has  since  been  connected 
witli  tlie  gi-ain  tnule.  Mr.  Lindgren  was 
married  in  187tf  to  Miss  Matilda  Olson,  of 
Stevens  county.  They  have  four  living 
children  — Annie  M.,  George  J.,  Bertha  E., 
and  an  infant. 


3^ RED  SWANSON.  The  subject  of  this 
biography,  a  prominent  and  respected 
fanner,  residing  on  section  2,  Greenleaf 
township,  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  May 
5,  1846.  He  remained  in  his  native  land 
until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  came 
to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Mar- 
quette county,  Mich.     For  six  years  he  was 


employed  in  the  iron  mines  in  that  county, 
and  then  came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,aiad 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  2,  in  Greenleaf 
township.  By  good  management,  industry 
and  economy  he  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
farming  operations,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  he  has  met  with  the  partial  loss  of  crops 
in  various  years,  and  is  to  day  in  comfort- 
able circumstances  and  justly  rated  as  one  of 
the  substantial  and  "  solid  "  citizens  of  his 
township.  He  has  an  excellent  farm  of  213 
acres,  about  half  of  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  has  it  well  stocked.  The  place  is 
a  valuable  one,  and  is  located  in  the  best 
farming  district  in  Meeker  county. 

Mr.  Swanson  Avas  married  in  1869  to  Miss 
Mary  L.  Walstrom.  She  was  a  native  of 
Sweden,  and  had  settled  in  Marquette  county, 
Mich.,  in  1869,  being  twenty-three  years  old 
at  that  time.  Her  father  died  when  she  was 
yet  a  child,  and  her  mother  remained  in  Swe- 
den until  1882,  when  she  came  to  live  with 
her  daughter  in  Greenleaf.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swanson  have  been  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  still  living.  Their 
names  are  as  follows— Clara  J.,  born  March 
29,  1870;  Carl  J.,  born  September  27,  1873; 
Helma  M.  (deceased),  born  October  14,  1875, 
died  December  24,  1886 ;  Ida  E.,  born  Sep- 
tember .0,  1878;  Esther  M.,  born  April  1, 
18S1 ;  Ilulda  E.,  born  June  1, 1886 ;  and  Sig- 
frid  E.,  born  December  4,  1886. 

AdELBERT  B.  HOAR^  a  thrifty  and 
enterprising  young  farmer  residing 
on  section  32,  Union  Grove  township,  is  the 
eldest  son  of  David  B.  and  Melissa  (Bryant) 
Jloai';  and  was  born  in  Wright  county,  Minn., 
on  the  12th  of  December,  1862.  A  full 
sketch  of  his  parents  Avill  be  found  in  another 
department  of  this  work,  as  tliey  were  among 
the  most  prominent  early  settlere  in  thenorth- 
westei-n  part  of  the  county.  \ 


MEEKER  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


199 


The  subject  of  our  present  sketch  com 
menced  life  for  Himself  when  about  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  but  remained  at  home  for  a 
year  or  so  after  that  time.  He  received  the 
education  afforded  by  the  public  schools,  and 
supplemented  this  by  attending  the  Litch 
field  schools  for  some  time.  On  the  4th  of 
May,  1887,  he  was  married  t6  Miss'EmmaA. 
Caswell,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  W.,  and 
Margaret  (Robinson')  Oaswell.  She  was  born 
at  Brompton,  Province  of  Quebec,  Can., 
.  March  9,  1865. 

Mr.  Hoar  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  32,  Union  Grove  township,  in  1885, 
and  that  forms  his  present  place.  He  has  a 
comfortable  residence,  and  substantial  farm 
buildings  and  is  getting  in  good  shape  for 
carrying  on  his  farming  and  stock  raising 
operations.  In  addition  to  this  he  owns  a 
half  interest  in  an  improved  steam  thresher, 
and  during  the  proper  season  devotes  his 
attention  to  that  business. 


M O S  NELSON  FOSEN.  ex-county 
^  treasurer  of  Meeker  county,  and  now 
a  prominent  farmer  residing  on  section  31, 
Litchfield  township,  i»  a  native  of  Norway, 
born  on  the  26th  of  September,  183Y,  and  a 
son  of  Nels  and  Malline  (Hovelsen)  Gunder- 
flon.  His  father  died  in  Norway  in  1886  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and  the  mother 
is  still  a  resident  of  his  native  land.  In  1855 
Amos  sailed  for  the  United  States,  and  after 
spending  one  year  in  Wisconsin,  he  came  to 
Meeker  county,  Minn.,  becoming  .one  of  the 
six  original  settlers  of  Litchfield  township. 
He  first  took  up  a  timber  claim  on  section 
25,  in  Acton*  township,  but  afterward 
settled  on  section  30,  in  Litchfield  township, 
and  retained  property  there  until  1887,  when 
he  sold  that  and  rented  the  Crowe  farm  on 
section  31,  where  he  now  lives.  In  1861  he 
went  to  Fort  Srielling  to  enlist  for  service  in 


the  army,  but  before  being  sworn  in  he  re- 
ceived a  commission  as  a  recruiting  ofiicer 
and  started  for  home  to  raise  men.  He  had 
to  walk  the  entire  distance  and  sleep  out  of 
doors  at  night,  thereby  contracting  rheum- 
atism, which  unfitted  him  for  service,  and 
from  Avliich  ho  has  never  fully  recovered.  At 
the  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak  in  1862  his 
farm  was  tenanted  by  Bui-ger  Andei-son,  and 
he  only  spent  a  portion  of  the  time  there. 
He  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  by  Jones, 
and  narrowly  escaped  being  one  of  the  party 
that  was  murdered  on  that  fatal  Sunday  — 
August  17,  1862. 

After  the  excitement  attendant  on  the 
Indian  troubles  had  somewhat  subsided  he 
returned  to  his  farm.  He  was  married,  in 
1869,  to  Eachel  Hanson,  a  daughter  of  Chris- 
topher Hanson.  They  liave  had  eight 
childi-en,  one  of  which  died  in  infancy,  and 
the  rest  are  all  living  at  home,  as  follows 
— Nels  A.,  Mathilda  Caroline,  Laura  Marie, 
Eagna  Amelia,  Agnes  Rosilia,  Iljalmar 
Arthur  and  Gunda  Mabel.  The  family  are 
active  members  of  the  Ness  Norwegian  Luth- 
eran church.  Mr.  Fosen  has  always  taken  a 
commendable  interest  in  all  public  matters 
and  has  held  a  great  many  local  offices,  be- 
sides which  he  held  the  office  of  county 
treasui-er  for  three  successive  terms. 


ILLIAM  H.  JOHNS,  of  the  firm  of 
Johns  Brothers,  dealers  in  hard- 
ware, at  Litchfield,  and  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent business  men  in  Meeker  county,  is  a  native 
of  Louisa,  Lawrence  county,  Ky.,  the  date  of 
his  birth  being  July  23,  1855.  His  parents 
Avere  Daniel  N.  and  Annie  [Atkins]  Johns. 
In  1864  the  family  removed  to  McLeod  county, 
Minn.,  and  purchased  afann  upon  which  they 
lived  for  a  number  of  years,  but  they  are  now 
residents  of  Glencoe,  in  the  same  county. 
William  H.  remained  with  his  parents  until 
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twentv-one  years  of  age,  during  which  time 
he  received  the  advantages  of  a  common- 
scliool  education  in  the  district  schools,  and 
also  attended  the  higlier  graded  schools  at 
Howard  Lake  and  Hutchinson.  Upon  arriv- 
ing at  his  majority  he  began  life  fbr  himself, 
and  for  four  or  five  years  was  engaged  at 
teaching  school  and  working  on  a  farm.  He 
then  went  to  Groton,  Dak.,  and  in  company 
with  his  brother,  D.  B.  Johns,  opened  a  hard- 
ware store  under  the  firm  name  of  Johns 
Brothers.  They  remained  in  trade  at  that 
place  for  about  six  years,  Avhen  they  sold  out 
and  opened  tlieir  present  business  at  Litch- 
field. Mr.  Johns  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  having  joined  Groton  lodge  Ifo. 
66,  in  1886 ;  and  is  also  a  member  of  an  Odd 
Fellow's  lodge  at  the  same  place. 

"^WiJZS^  ^  — 

^ZRA  B.  COMSTOCK.  Among  the 
well  known  ]iopuiar  educators  and 
school  teachers  of  Meeker  county,  there  is, 
perhaps,  no  better  representative  than  Mr. 
Comstock,  a  resident  of  Ellsworth  township, 
living  in  the  village  of  Greenleaf.  He  is  a 
native  of  Canada,  having  first  seen  the  light 
October  8,  1838,  in  Brown  county,  in  the 
province  of  Quebec,  and  is  the  son  of  Anson 
and  Hannah  (Constadt)  Comstock,  both  of 
whom  have  passed  to  their  reward  in  the 
land  beyond  tlie  river  of  death. 

Our  subject  received  the  benefits  of  a 
primary  education  in  tlie  district  schools  of 
his  native  county,  and  knowing  the  advan- 
tages to  bo  derived  from  it,  for  two  years 
was  a  student  at  Browne  College,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1858.  His  studies  for  a 
time  were  in  the  direction  of  civil  engineering, 
but  meeting  with  an  accident  to  one  of  his 
limbs,  which  disqualified  from  the  labors 
inci/lertt  upon  that  profession,  he  gave  it  up 
and  turned  'his  attention  to  "teaching 
the  young  idea  how  to  shoot."  He  com- 


menced his  life's  labors  as  pedagogue  in  his 
native  land.  He  came  to  the  State  of  Min- 
nesota in  1869,  and  for  some  four  years 
presided  over  the  studies  of  a  large  school. 
From  there  he  came  to  Meeker  county, 
locating,  for  the  nonce  in  Cedar  Mills  town- 
ship, where  he  remained,  following  his  pro- 
fession, for  some  four  years,  and  then 
removed  to  his  present  residence,  in  Green- 
leaf. 

May  21, 1861,  Mr.  Comstock  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Cook,  a  native  also 
of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  with  whom  he 
had  been  to  school  -in  his  youth.  Her  par- 
ents, both  of  whom  were  bom  in  the  same 
section  of  country,  are  both  dead,  the  mother 
dying  when  Mrs.  Comstock  was  but  a  child, 
and  the  father  in  June,  1867.  By  this  union 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comstock  have  one  child— 
Myrtie  M.,  Avho  was  born  in  Meeker  county, 
this  State,  May  12,  18Y6, 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Comstock  coin- 
cides with  the  republii-an  party,  although 
not  blindly  partisan.  His  judgment  and 
own  intelligence  are  what  he  mostly  depends 
upon.  He  has  held  many  of  the  more  im- 
portant township  offices  since  coming  here, 
and  always  with  honor.  He  has  been  a 
constant  resident  since  1873,  except  that 
during  the  year  1879  when  he  was  teaching 
in  St.  Paul,  he  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
the  advancement  of  educational  matters,  and 
to  him  is  due  a  share  of  the  progress  made 
in  this  direction  by  Ellsworth  township. 
Mr.  Comstock  at  present  holds  a  commis- 
sion as  notary  public. 

•T^ANIEL  AVERY  CROSS,  deceased,  was 
j^f  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  those 
hardy  pioneers  who  first  located  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  county.  He  was  born 
in  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1829.   When  he  was  five  years  old. 
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his  parents  removed  to  Indiana.  His  father 
died  when  he  was  ten  years  of  age,  and  he 
was  early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources. 

In  1857,  accompanied  by  his  family,  which 
consisted  of  his  wife  and  two  children,  and 
also  a  man  named  E.  Dibbel.  Mr.  Cross  came 
to  Minnesota  and  took  a  claim  on  section  13, 
in  what  is  now  Cedar  Mills  township.  They 
arrived  in  July,  and  Mr.  Cross  and  family 
lived  in  their  wagon  on  the  bank  of  Cedar 
Lake  until  fall.  That  fall  they  built  a  house 
m  Cedar  City,  McLeod  county,  as  they  were 
unable  to  procure  the  logs  unless  they  built 
on  the  town  site,  a  plan  which  was  followed 
for.  the  purpose  of  building  up  a  village. 
Two  years  later  they  moved  the  house  to 
the  claim,  and  lived  there  until  the  Indian 
outbreak  occurred.  At  the  time'  the  news  of 
the  massacre  reached  him,  Mr.  Cross  moved 
his  family  to  the  "Point,"  in  Cedar  Lake; 
but  a  short  time  later  moved  them  to  Hutch- 
inson. When  the  report  came  that  the 
Indians  were  raiding  and  burning  in  Cedar 
Mills,  volunteers  were  called  to  go  on  an 
expedition,  and  Mr.  Cross  was  one  of  the 
first  to  offer  his  services.  They  followed 
the  Indians  until  dark,  and  then  spent  the 
night  at  Mr.  Cross'  house.  In  the  morning 
Mr.  Cross,  with  five  others,  started  to  go  to 
the  house  of  Caleb  Sanborn,  who  lived  on  the 
north  side  of  Cedar  Lake,  to  warn  him  of 
his  danger  if  the  Indians  had  not  already 
killed  him.  "While  on  their  way  they  were 
surprised  by  the  Indians,  and  Mr.  Cross  was 
shot  and  killed,  while  the  others  fled.  Mr. 
Cross  laid  where  he  fell  until  the  following 
day,  when  his  remains  were  taken  to  Hutch- 
inson, where  they  were  interred  on  the  25th 
of  September,  1862.  II  is  death  was  mourned 
by  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  He  was  a  man 
possessed  of  the  very  best  of  qualities,  and 
of  the  strictest  integrity  and  honor. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Cross,  the 
widow  returned  to  her  former  home  in 
Indiana,  where  she  remained  for  a  year 


and  a  half,  when  she  returned  to  the  farm 
on  section  13,  Cedar  Mills  township,  where 
she  has  since  lived.  Mrs.  Cross  has  two 
children,  who  are  now  living :  Mary  E.,  now 
Mrs.  A.  Jordan,  of  Greenleaf  township ; 
and  Daniel  Avery,  who  was  born  March  16, 
1863,  and  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  carries  on  farming  and  stock 
raising. 

I     I  ill   I f^-g^tt*?-.^ - 

.  JTOHN  SNELL.  the  leading  furniture  deal- 
W  er  of  Litchfield,  is  a  native  .of  Verina 
Island,  Sweden,  born  September  6, 1831,  and 
is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Katherine  (Berg- 
stadtySneli.  He  was  reared  at  home  until 
he  had  attained  the  age  of  seventeen,  when 
he  commenced  to  learn  the  cabinet-maker's 
trade,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  at  that 
until  he  Avas  twenty-one  years  old.  He  then 
determined  to  emigrate  to  the  New  World, 
the  "promised  land"  of  the  poor  of  the  old 
countries,  and,  accordingly  set  sail  for  New 
York.  For  eighteen  months  after  landing 
there  he  was  employed  in  John  dander's 
piano  manufactory  in  the  metropolis  of 
America,  after  which  time  he  removed  to 
Galesburg,  111.,  and  for  a  year  was  engaged 
at  his  trade.  Coming  still  farther  west  after 
a  short  time  spent  in  St.  Paul,  he  located  in 
Carver,  Carver  county,  Miim.,  in  1854.  That 
village  had  just  been  laid  out,  and  as  an  induce- 
ment to  have  so  excellent  a  mechanic  settle 
among  them,  Mr. . Snell  was  given  a  lot  in 
'  the  village  upon  which  to  build.  He  put  up 
a  house  there,  and  co;mmenced  making  chairs, 
tables,  etc.,  by  hand,  using  one  room  in  his 
house  for  a  shop.  Later  on  he  erected  a 
small  mill  that  ran  by  water-power,  Avhich 
greatly  facilitated  his  work,  and  remained, 
actively  engaged  in  trade  in  that  place  until 
1874,  Avhen  he  sold  out  his  interests  there 
and  removed  to  Chicago,  In  the  latter  city 
he  was  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  photo- 
graphic business,  he  having  acquired  some 
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knowledge  of  that  art  while  living  in  Carver, 
In  18Y7  he  came  to  Litchfield  and  purchasec 
his  present  business,  to  which  he  has  addec. 
undertaking,  and  has  been  employed  in  that 
ever  since.  In  18Y9  he  began  the  erection  of 
his  present  handsome  quarters,  finishing  it 
the  next  year.  It  is  a  fine  brick  building  of 
some  eiglity  feet  front,  and  corresponding 
depth,  and  one  of  the  handsomest  in  the 
village. 

Mr.  Snell  was  married  whilein  New  York,  in 
1852,  to  Miss  Esther  Peterson,  who  died  May 
13, 1864,  in  Carver,  leaving  two  children- 
Clara  A.,  born  May  16,  1868,  now  the  Avife  of 
William  Murdock.  a  business  man  of  Chi- 
cago ;  and  Ilikla  E.,  born  January  8, 1862,  now 
Mrs.  E.  M.  "Warhanicjh.  whose  husband  is  a 
druggist  in  the  same  city.  Mr.  Snell  was 
again  married  July  26,  1865,  to  Miss  Ida 
Peterson,  wiio  has  been  the  mother  of  three 
children,  only  one  of  whom  is  living— Alvin 
0.,  born  March  17,  1867.  Those  deceased 
were  Ida,  born  April  26, 1866,and  died  Novem- 
ber 12,  1883;  and  Julian  Paul,  born  May 
5,  1870,  and  died  July  13,  1872.  Mrs.  Snell 
was  born  August  37,  1830,  and  is  a  most 
estimable  woman. 

]p)ETER  JOHNSON  is  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  living  in  the  southern  part  of 
Acton  township,  his  residence  being  on  sec- 
tion 33.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  son  of  Peter  and 
Sarah  Johnson,  and  was  born  in  Norway  on 
the  17th  of  October,  1834.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1808,  and  for  about  a  year 
was  employed  at  Minneapolis  in  a  brick  yard 
and  in  different  saw-mills.  In  1869  he  came 
to  Meeker  county  and  took  a  lioraesteatl  of 
forty  acres  on  the  line  between  Acton  and 
Danielson  townships.  After  proving  up  on 
the  homestead  he  removed  his  house  to  an 
adjoining  eighty  acres  which  he  had  pur- 
chased in  the  meantime.  He  still  lives  on 
the  last  named  place. 


Mr.  Johnson  was  married  in  Norway  to 
Miss  Guru  Peterson,  a  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Mary  Henderson.  By  this  marriage 
they  have  had  the  following  named  chil- 
dren—Sarah, born  November  28,  1860; 
Mary,  born  September  .5,  1862;  John,  born 
November  28,  1866;  Catherine,  born"  Sep- 
tember 8,  1869 ;  Peter,  born  November  l2, 
1872  ;  ■  Christian,  born  March  18,  1875  ;  Ma- 
tilda, born  December  30,  1878 ;  and  Hannah, 
born  October  15,  1881.  Mary  is  now  the 
wife  of  Theodore  Christian  Kue,  a  resident 
of  Cosmos  township,  Meeker  county;  and 
Sarah  is  now  the  wife  of  Lewis  Olson,  who 
is  a  resident  of  Dakota  Territory. 


fOHN    BLOMBERG    is  a  prominent 
farmer  who  resides  on   section  18, 
Acton  township.   He  is  a  native  of  SAveden, 
born  October  27,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Jones 
and  Engriel  Blomberg.   In  1857  he  came  to 
the  United  States  and  settled  in  Chisago 
county,  Minn.,  where  for  three  years  he  was 
engaged  at  farming  and  lumbering.  He 
than  went  to  Olmstead  county,  where  for  two 
years  he  worlced  for  different  parties.  Ee- 
turning  to  Chisago  county,  he  made  that  his 
home  until  1864,  when  he  went  to  Taylor's 
Falls  and  enlisted  in  Company  D,  ThirJ 
Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry.   He  served 
one  year  with  his  regiment,  and  after  being 
honorably  discharged  he  worked  in  Chicago, 
Goodhue  and  other  counties  until  1867,  when 
he  came  to  Meeker  county  and  took  a  home- 
stead claim  in  Acton  township.   For  nearly 
a  year  after  this  he  worked  in  the  pineries, 
Jut  in  1868  he  settled  on  his  homestead  and 
las  since  lived  there.   He  was  a  poor  man 
when  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  was 
even   obliged  to  borrow  a  portion  of  the 
money  with  which  he  paid  his  passage ;  but 
lis  perseverance,  industry  and  economy  have 
been  rewarded,  and  he  is  now  in  comfortable 
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circumstances  and  getting  along  well.  He 
owns  212  acres  of  land,  110  acres  of  which  are 
under  cultivation  and  he  also  has  a  great  dea- 
of  stock.  He  has  met  with  some  reverses  in  his 
farming  operations,  especially  during  the 
grasshopper  raids,  when  he  lost  all  the  wheat 
on  eighty  acres  except  sixty  bushels.  He 
says  he  saved  some  oats  that  year,  but "  there 
were  more  grasshopper  legs  than  grain." 
Mr.  Bloniberg  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  all  public  matters  and  has  held  many  local 
offices,  including  the  following:  School 
clerk,  ever  since  he  came  here;  county  com 
missioner,  now  serving  his  second  term  ;  was 
chairman  of  supervisors  one  term  ;  town  clerk 
two  years ;  and  was  assessor  four  terms.  He 
is  the  present  secretary  of  the  Insurance 
Company  of  Acton  and  Genesee;  which  in- 
cludes twenty-five  townships  in  Meeker  and 
Kandiyohi  counties.    The  company  was  or- 
ganized in  1884  and  now  has  a  memberaliip 
of  about  600,  and  is  carrying  risks  to  the 
a;mount  of  about  $800,000. 

Mr.  Blomber^r  was  married,  by  a  justice  in 
the  town  of  Acton,  in  tiie  house  wliere  the 
Indians  killed  the  first  whites  in  Meeker 
county,  inaugurating  the  terrible  outbreak  of 
1862.  The  marriage  occuri'ed  on  the  25  th  of 
September,  1869,  with  Miss  Lena  M.  Peter 


son,  who  was  born  July  Y,  1842.  They  have 
been  blessed  with  the  following  children- 
Charles  E.,  born  May  26, 1870,  died  February 
6,  1878 ;  Anna  Christina,  born  July  14, 187J; 
Emily  Catharine,  born  June  30,  1873 ;  Ida 
Victoria,  born  September  1,  1875;  Victor 
Emanuel,  born  January  5,  1877;  Alice  Char- 
lotte, born  August  27,  1880,  died  March  21, 
1881 ;  Okus  Edward,  born  February  4,  1882  ; 
Peter  Eugene,  born  February  27,  1885 ;  and 
Hattie  Maria,  born  November  24,  1887. 

"AMES  MC  CARNEY,  a  well-known  and 
highly  respected  farmer,  residing  on 
section  4,  Harvey  township,  comes  of  a 
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nationality,  which  through  their  natural 
thrift,  enterprise  and  .frugality,  now  form  one 
of  the  most  substantial  and  desirable  elements 
in  Minnesota's  population. 

Mr.  McCarne^v  was  born  in  Iiiehind,  and  is 
a  son  of  Patrick  and  Oatlierine  (Brady) 
McCarnev.   He  spent  his  early  life  in  the 
land  of  his  birth,  and  on  March  1,  1846,  he 
sailed  for  the  United  States,  landing  at  New 
Orleans  on  the  7th  of  May,  and  proceeding 
from  there  to  Galena,  111.  ■  He  remained 
there  for  five  years,  and  then  came  to  Min- 
nesota and  settled  at  St.  Paul,  where  he  spent 
about  three  years.   His  next  move  was  to 
Dakota  county,  where  he  settled  upon  a  farm 
in  Burnsville  township.   There  he  was  living 
when  the  civil  war  broke  out,  and  in  resironse 
to  the  President's  call  for  men,  he  enlisted  on 
December  24,  J  862,  in  Company  M,  First 
Minnesota  Mounted  Rangers.   He  remained 
in  the  service  until  August  16,  1863,  when 
he  was  discharged  for  disability,  and  re- 
turned to  his  farm  in  Burnsville,  Dakota 
county,  Minn.   Three  years  later  he  came 
to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  after  spending 
the  winter  with  his  brothoi-,  Patrick,  who- 
was  living  in  Manannah  township,  he  settled 
on  the  farm  where  he  still  resides,  on  section 
4,  Harvey  township.   Tliis  was  in  the  snrinir 
of  1867.  ^ 

In  May,  1850,  Mr.  McCarnev  was  married 
to  Miss  Margary  McGinlay.  Tliey  are  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are 
still  living.  Mr.  and  Mra.  McCarnoy  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  church.  In  politi- 
cal matters,  Mr.  McCarney  affiliates  with 
the  democratic  party. 


AME^MAREY,  a  leading  and  rejjresent- 
Jiti^^^ijSfiner  of  Darwin  township,  has 
his  residence  on  section  10,  where  he  carries 
on  the  pui-suit  of  mixed  agriculture.  He  was 
jorn  in  County  ]\ronaglian,  Ireland,  March 
9, 1835,  but  when  but  eight  years  of  age,  in 
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1843,  came  to  the  United  States  with  his 
parents,  who  were,  also,  natives  of  the  Em- 
erald Isle.  The  family  remained  in  New 
York,  where  they  at  first  located,  about  ayear; 
and  then  removed  to  Philadelphia,  Penn., 
where  tlie  subject  of  this  narrative  grew  to 
manhood.  October  15,  1856,  he  came  to 
Minnesota,  locating  in  Minneapolis,  where 
he  remained  a  year  and  then  removed  to 
Monticello,  Wright  county,  where  he  made 
his  home  for  the  succeeding  four  years.  In 
1860  he  came  to  Meeker  county  and  made  a 
settlement  in  Darwin  township  on  the  land 
where  he  now  resides,  and  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  growth  and  development  of 
that  part  of  the  county  ever  since. 

At  tlio  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak  he 
was  livmg  on  his  farm  in  Darwin,  working 
south  of  the  house,  and  the  next  day  re- 
moved to  Kingston,  where  he  remained  until 
after  the  attack  on  Forest  City,  when  he 
returned  to  his  farm.  He  in  company  with 
his  fatlier  and  brother-in-law,  Timothy  Dunn, 
cut  loopholes  in  his  cabin  and  determined  to 
stand  and  make  a  strong  defense  if  attacked. 
They  hntl  seven  guns  and  plenty  of  ammu- 
nition, and  felt  confident  of  themselves.  He 
remained  here  until  December  1, 1863,  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Second  Minne- 
sota Cavalry.  After  serving  against  the  In- 
dians in  Montana,  he  was  discharged  Decem- 
ber 2, 1865,  and  returned  to  his  home. 

Mr.  Dearey  was  united  in  marriage,  with 
Miss  Hannah  Roberts,  who  bore  him  two 
children— John  E.,  and  Mary  A.,  both  of 
whom  are  living.  July  7,  1877,  the  death 
angel  entered  the  little  household  and  bore 
from  the  bereaved  husband,  his  loved  com- 
panion, and  from  her  little  ones  their  best 
friend,  their  mother. 

Mr.  Dearey  is  independent  in  his  politics, 
and  a  most  excellent  citizen.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Frank  Daggett  Post,  G.  A.  E.,  of 
Litchfield,  and  religiously  is  attached  to  the 
Eoman  Catholic  Church. 


^^EORGE  H.  CHAPMAN,  harness  deal- 
er,  and  one  of  Litchfield's  substantial' 
business  men,  is  a  native  of  Birmingham, 
England,  born  January  27, 1844,  but  came  to 
the  United  States  in  July,  1856,  His  par- 
ents were  John  and  Susan  (Crump)  Chap- 
i»an,  His  father,  John  Chapman,  first  caine 
to  America  in  1848,  and  later  took  up  gov- 
ernment land  where  Portage  City  now  stands. 
He  lived  for  a  year  or  scat  Fort  Winnebago, 
Jeff  Davis  at  that  time  being  one  of  the 
commanding  oificers  of  the  fort.  On  his 
first  trip  Mr.  Chapman  had  brought  with  him 
one  son  and  a  daughter,  and,  after  his  first 
few  years  in  the  new  world,  he  decided  to 
locate  at  Mt.  Morris,  Waushara  county.  Wis. 
He  accordingly  sent  for  the  balance  of  his 
family,  who  arrived  in  July,  1856,  as  stated. 
John  Chapman  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  he 
followed  that  in  Wisconsin  until  the  spring 
of  1867,  when  he  again  took  up  his  westward 
march,  and,  taking  with  him  a  stock  of 
goods,  he  started  for  Nebraska.  He  went 
by  the  way  of  St.  Louis,  and  took  a  boat  up 
the  Missouri  river,  but  the  boat  foundered 
and  Mr.  Chapman  lost  all  he  had.  He  i^- 
mained  in  Nebraska  about  four  years,  when 
he  returned  to  Berlin,  Wis.,  where  the  fam- 
ily had  been  living  in  the  meantime.  His 
death  occurred  at  Berlin  in  about  the  year 
1866. 

George  H-.  Chapman  remained  with  his 
father's  family  until  he  had  reached  the  age 
of  fifteen,  when  ho  began  life  on  his  o^vn 
account,  and  began  learning  the  harness-ma- 
ker's trade  at  Berlin,  Wis.  He  remained  at 
that  until  November,  1861,  when  he  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  Eighteenth  Wisconsin  In- 
fantry, for  three  years'  service.  A  short 
time  later  he  was  transferred  to  Company  C, 
Thirty-Eighth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  re- 
mained with  that  regiment  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  His  first  battle  was  that  of  Shiloh, 
in  April,  1862,  and  he  afterward  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Corinth,  Miss.,  in  June, 
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1862;  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  ia  May,  1864;  in 
front  of  Petersburg,  June  16,  1864;  Weldon 
EailroadjVa,,  in  August,  1864;  Pebel's  farnij 
in  September,  1864 ;  again  at  Petersburg,  dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1864-5 ;  and  was  in  the 
final  charge  K)n  Sunday,  April  2,  1865,  being 
with  the  brigade  that  captured  Ft,  Mahone 
and  followed  Lee  up  the  south  side  of  the 
railroad.   He  was  near  Appomattox  at  the 
surrender  of  Lee.   During  all  of  his  eventful 
and  active  service  Mr.  Oliapman  was  neither 
wounded  nor  taken  prisoner,  and  was  only 
in  the  hospital  for  a  few  days.    He  was  on 
guard  at  Washington  during  the  trial  of  the 
conspirators  against  Lincoln^  and  saw  the 
gallows  where  they  were  executed  and  the 
graves  of  the  criminals.    He  was  finally 
mustered  out  in  August,  1865,  and  returned 
to  the  old  home  in  Berlin,  Wis. '  In  1867  he 
settled  at  Eoohester,  Minn.,  and  a  few  years 
later  removed  to  Wabasha,  where  he  lived 
for  a  time,  and  then  decided  to  come  to 
Litchfield,  Meeker  county,  and  accordingly, 
in  May,  18Y0,  he  opened  the  harness  and 
saddlery  business,  Avhich  he  has  successfully 
carried  on  ever  since.    Mr.  Chapman  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  tlie 
Eepublio,  and  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  Frank  Daggett  Post,  in  which  he  has 
almost  constantly  held  some  ofilce  since  its 
organization.    He  was  also  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
nien  at  Litchfield,  and  has  hold  at  different 
times  all  the  ofiices  in  the  gift  of  the  local 
ibdge.    In  political  matters  he  is  a  staunch 
republican,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  for  President, while  a  soldier. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  married  on  the  2(1  of 
December,  1868,  to  Miss  Ellen  Agne\y.  of 
Preston,  Fillmore  Co.,  Minn.  Mr.  and  Mrri. 
Chapman  are  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
as  follows — ^Emma  Glencora  Susan,  born 
September  23,  1870,  died  January  2, 1887; 
Leslie  H.,  born  July  14, 1872;  Sybal  May, 
born  November  9, 1874,  died  March  24, 1881 ; 


Bessie  Pearl,  born  January  30,  1877;  Lillian 
G.,  born  September  14, 1879 ;  George  Wal- 
ter, born  February  22,  1884;  and  Willie 
Eoyal,  bom  March  5, 1888. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
devout  and  zealous  members  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  exemplary  Christian  people. 

JOHN  PALM,  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Oairncross  »fe  Palm,  of  Litch- 
field, is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  on  October 
1,  1860.  He  remained  in  Sweden  until 
1870,  when  he  came  to  America  with  his 
father's  family,  the  father  having  the  year 
before  settled  at  Litchfield. 

John  Palm  remained  with  his  parents  until 
thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
began  to  work  as  a  painter,  and  followed 
that  four  summers,  attending  school  dur- 
ing the  winter  months.  In  1878  he  en- 
tered the  store  of  Caimcross  &  Johnson  as 
clerk  and  remained  with  Mr.  Caimcross  after 
that  gentleman  had  bought  out  his  partner, 
and  finally  on  the  1st  of  January,  1885,  Mr. 
Palm  was  admitted  to  partnership,  and  the 
firm  became  Caimcross  &  Palm_. 

Mr.  Palm  is  a  shrewd  and  careful  business 
man,  and  his  manner  of  conducting  the  af- 
fairs of  the  firm  have  deservedly  won  them 
an  extensive  trade. 


"OHN  PAULSON  is  one  of  the  old  resi- 
dents of  SAvede  Grove  toAvnship.  He, 
like  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  his  town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  was  born  on 
the  14th  of  July,  1833.  His  parents'  names 
were  Paul  .and  Ingra  (Olson)  Johnson. 

John  Paulson  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1869,  and  came  direct  to  Meeker  county, 
Minn.,  and,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  28,  SAvede  Grove  township,  he 
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began  his  life  in  the  new  world  on  the  place 
•where  he  still  lives.  He  was  married  before 
leaving  Sweden  to  Miss  Betsey.  Nelson.  Mra. 
Paulson  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  as 
follows— Ellen,  born  May  28,  1865,  is  mar- 
ried to  John  Anderberg,  and  now  lives  in 
Grove  City;  Hannah,  born  March  12,  1868; 
Anna,  born  August  8,  1869 ;  Nels,  born  May 
4,  1870,  and  died  September  1,  1883 ;  Lillie, 
born  June  14,  1872,  and  died  February  18, 
1873 ;  and  Henry,  born  June  4,  1871.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  on  March  28, 
1876. 

Mr.  Paulson's  second  marriage  was  with  ' 
Miss  Hannah  Jeppeson,  a  daughter  of  Nels 
and  Malinda  Jeppeson.  Her  father  died  in 
Sweden,  and  her  mother  is  now  a  resident  of 
Meeker  county.  Mrs.  Paulson  has  been  the 
mother  of  the  following  children  — Nols,  born 
November  5,  1875  ;  Oscar,  born  January  17, 
1878,  and  died  June  18,  1879;  Edward,  born 
November  22,  1879;  Molly,  born  May  15, 
1882;  Ella,  born  June  24,  1884;  and  Lillie, 
born  May  9,  1886.  ]3y  thrift  and  economy 
Mr.  Paulson  lias  accunnilated  a  comfortable 
Jiome ;  he  has  a  good  farm,  and  has  gathered 
considerable  stock  about  him. 

UGUST  T.  KOERNER,  real  estate  and 
jPJIl  loan  agent,  is  one  of  Litchfield's  most 
prominent  citizens.  He  is  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, born  July  7,  1843.  He  remained  in 
his  native  country  until  fourteen  years  of 
age  when  he  started  for  this  country,  prac- 
tically alone,  and  made  his  way  to  Ste.  Gene- 
vieve, Mo.,  where  a  sister  was  then  living. 
Until  the  fall  of  1860  he  made  his  home  with 
his  sister,  and. then  went  to  Vernon,  Ind.,  for 
the  purpose  of  learning  the  millers'  business. 
He  remained  at  his  trade  until  April,  1861, 
when  he  enlisted  for  ninety  days'  service  in 
Company  H,  Sixth  Indiana  Yolunteers,  being 
then  three  months  short  of  eighteen  years  of 
age.   After  the  term  of  enlistment  expired 


he  reenlisted  for  three  years  in  Company  Hj 
Twenty-sixth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry. 
In  the  spring  of  1864  he  veteranized  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  His  serv- 
ice covered  a  period  of  four  years  and 
three  months,  the  time  being  spent  in  West 
Virginia,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Texas  and  Alabama.  He  Avas 
wounded  in  the  left  arm  by  a  minis  ball  at  the 
battle  of  Prairie  Grove  ;  was  all  through  the 
siege  of  Vioksburg,  and  in  all,  participated  in 
seventeen  battles.  After  the  close  of  the  war 
he  located  at  Troy,  111.,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed at  book-keeping  for  Throp  &  Co., 
merchant  millers.  During  his  residence  at 
that  point  he  made  his  first  trip  to  Meeker 
'county  in  August,  1865,  and  while  here  was' 
married  to  Miss  Katie  McGannon,  after  which 
event  he  returned  to  Troy.  In  1867  he  again 
came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  this  time  to 
stay,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  on  section  2, 
Greenleaf  township. 

There  he  remained  for  two  years,  and  then 
gave  up  the  farm  and  made  several  trips  to 
Illinois.  In  the  spring  of  1873  he  again  moved 
onto  the  farm,  and,  after  losing  three  suc- 
cessive crops  from  grasshoppers  and  hail,  gave 
it  up  and  removed  to  Litchfield.  For  two 
years  thereafter  he  was  engaged  at  clerical 
work,  and  in  1877  was  elected  register  of 
deeds  of  Meeker  county.  He  was  twice  re- 
elected and  therefore  served  three  successive 
terms.  During  this  time  he  opened  a  real 
estate  office,  and  since  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office  has  devoted  his  whole  attention 
to  his  real  estate,  loan  and  insurance  business. 

In  1877,  in  company  with  N.  A.  Viren  and 
P.  Ekstrom,  Mr.  Koerner  opened  the  first  set 
of  abstract  books  in  Meeker  county.  Mr. 
Koerner  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  his  home, 
and  during  his  residence  here  has  almost  con- 
stantly held  some  public  position  of  trust  and 
responsibility.  He  was  one  of  the  charter 
members  of  the  Frank  Daggett  Post  of  the 
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Grand  Army  of  the  Eepublic,  and  has  taken 
a  prominent  part  in  its  history.  He  is  a 
Mason,  being  a  member  of  Golden  Fleece 
Lodge,  No.  89,  Rabboni  Chapter,  No.  87,  and 
Melita  Commandery,  No.  lY,  and  has  held 
various  offices  in  each  organization,  filling  all 
positions  with  credit  to  himself  and  honor  to 
the  fraternity.  Mr.  Koerner  and  wife,  with 
their  family,  are  members  of  the  Christian 
church.  Their  family  consists  of  three  chil- 
dren—  Mamie,  Carney  and  Pauline^ — all  of 
whom  are  living  at  home.  They  have  lost 
three  children  by  death. 

^^AMUEL  COSSAIRT,  the  managing 
partner  of  the  general  merchandise 
firm  of  S.  Cossairt  &  Co.,  and  one  of  the 
most  active,  enterprising,  energetic  business 
men  of  Eden  Yalley,  is  a  native  of  Vermilion 
county.  III.,  born  February  12,  1863,  and  is 
the  son  of  Silas  and  Alvira  (Swishey)  Cos- 
sairt. In  1866  his  parents  and  others  of  the 
family  came  to  that  part  of  Meeker  county 
lying  in  the  vicinity  of  Eden  Valley,  and 
settled  here  ,  the  pioneers  0%  this  region,  as 
there  were  no  neighbors  between  them  and 
Manannah  or  Forest  City.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  stiU  live  upon  the  original  home- 
stead. 

Samuel  was  reared  upofi  the  parental 
farm  and  remained  beneath  his  father's  roof 
until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  drawing  his  primary  education  from 
the  district  schools  of  the  vicinity.  In  1881 
he  commenced  attendance  at  the  Normal 
school  at  St.  Cloud,  Minn.,  where  he  remained 
about  a  year  and  a  half,  and  for  the  succeed- 
ing three  years  was  occupied  in  teaching 
school,  in  which  he  made  quite  a  success.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-tliree  he,  in  company  witli 
E.  L.  Parker,  opened  a  store  in  the  village  of 
Litchfield.  Three  months  later  the  firm 
started  a  branch  at  Eden  Valley,  of  which 


our  subject  took  charge,  and  operated  until 
March,  1888,  when,  having  purchased  the 
interest  of  his  partner,  a  new  firm  was  formed, 
consisting  of  Samuel,  Cossairt,  his  father, 
Silas,  and  brother  G.  T3.  Cossairt.  They  car- 
ry an  extensive  stock  of  all  the  various  lines 
that  go  to  make  up  an  establishment  of  this 
kind  and  are  doing  an  ample  business. 

In  October,  1886,  the  subject  -^f  this 
memoir  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Eden 
Lake,  and  when  the  office  was  clianged  to 
Eden  Valley  was  reappointed  and  now  holds 
that  office. 

i^HARLES  MANGUSON.  This  gentle- 
man  is  a  thrifty  and  respected  farmer 
who  resides  on  section  33,  Litchfield  toAvn- 
ship.  He  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  on  the 
3d  of  February,  1834,  and  a  son  of  Magnus 
and  Katrina  Nelson.  When  he  was  seven- 
teen years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the  Swedish 
Artillery  and  served  about  two  years,  when 
he  received  his  discharge  on  account  of  an 
injury  received  in  cannon  practice.  In  185T 
he  came  to  the  United  States  and  after 
living  about  three  years  in  Chisago  and 
Kandiyohi  counties,  he  settled  in  Meeker 
county.  In  the  spring  of  1862,  he  was 
married  to  Mrs.  AnnaColberg^  widow  of  Nels 
Colberg  (deceased),  and  they  settled  on  a 
farm  near  Lake  Harold,  where  he  was  living 
when  the  Indian  outbreak  began.  Upon 
receiving  the  warning  he  started  with  his 
family  for  Forest  City,  but  Avhen  they  had 
arrived  Avithin  two  and  a  lialf  miles  of  that 
place,  darkness  came  on  and  a  terrific  rain 
storm  set  in.  From  necessity,  therefore,  he 
and  his  wife  and  their  four  children  slept  all 
night  on  the  prairie  in  the  beating  and  drench- 
ing rain.  The  next  day  they  got  to  Forest  City, 
and  after  remaining  there  and  at  Kingston 
for  several  days  they  Avent  to  Anoka  and 
made  that  tbeir  home  for  two  years.  In  tlie 
fall  of  1864,  Mr.  Manguson  moved  back  to 
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Meeker  county  and  took  up  a  homestead 
near  the  present  site  of  Litchfield  village, 
and  after  living  there  for  six  years  traded 
the  homestead  for  his  present  farm  on 
section  33.  In  1870  his  first  wife  died.  In 
1872  he  was  married  to  Siso  Swansdn^  who 
Avas  born  in  Sweden  November  29, 1831,  and 
who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1S71.  By 
this  marriage  they  have  had  four  children — 
Johanna,  "William,  Mathilda  (deceased), 
and  Mathilda. 

-  ■   » •t^^—fr^-.- 

JOHN  E.  DIME,  farmer,  of  Swede  Grove 
township,  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  bom 
JS^ovember  13,  184:2,  and  a  son  of  Carl  and 
Catharina  (Born  Janson)  Anderson.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1868,  and  first 
sto))ped  at  Ishpeming,  Marquette  county, 
Mich.,  where  he  worked  in  the  iron  mines 
until  the  spring  of  1884,  when  he  came  to 
Swede  Grove  township,  Meeker  county, 
Minn.,  and  purchased  160  acres  of  land  on 
section  32,  where  he  has  since  lived. 

Mr.  Dime  was  married  on  November  15, 
1873,  to  Miss  Johanna  Johnson,  and  the 
couple  have  been  blessed  with  the  following 
named  children— Erick  Adolphus,  who  was 
born  August  16,  1874;  Samuel  Edward, 
born  October  17,  1876 ;  Hannah  Elizabeth, 
born  July  31, 1880 ;  Ernst  W.,  born  October 
10,  1883  (died  same  day);  and  Oscar  Em- 
anuel, born  February  18,  1886.  Mr.  Dime's 
sister  is  married  to  John  J.  Berg,  a  resident 
of  Pope  county,  Minn.  Mr.  Dime  has  been 
very  successful  since  coming  to  this  country, 
as  he  v/as  so  poor  when  he  left  the  old  coun- 
try that  he  was  obliged  to  borrow  money 
to  pay  his  passage.  He  now  has  a  good 
farm  and  a  comfortable  home,  -while  in  the 
"way  of  stock  he  already  has  a  good  start. 

While  Mr.  Dime  was  not  here  at  the  time 
of  the  Indian  massacre,  so  as  to  have  an  ex- 
perience in  the  war  against  them,  neverthe- 
less he  has  his  adventures  to  relate  from  the 


mines  when  his  life  was  endangered,  and*  he 
had  some  narrow  escapes.  One  instance, 
when  a  part  of  the  Lake  Shore  Iron  Mining 
Company's  mine  caved  in,  filling  up  Mr. 
Dime's  working  place  -with  22,000  tons  of 
rock,  he  had  to  run  for  his  life,  while  the  rocks 
rolledin  after  him.  Another  time  he  had  a  very 
narrow  escape  from  a  falling  rock  from  the 
back  of  a  tunnel  where  he  kept  his  tools; 
he  was  engaged  in  looking  over  the  tools; 
when  a  solid  block,  one- and  one-half  tons  in 
weight,  fell  down  close  to  his  side,  touch- 
ing his  clothes,  but  not  hurting  him  in  the 
least.  Another  time  his  tender  dropped  the 
contents  of  a  smoking  pipe  right  in  the  hole 
on  the  naked  powder,  when  he  (Dime)  was 
charging  up  for  a  blast,  '  but  God,  the 
Almighty,  led  the  fire  so  as  not  to  come  in 
contact  with  the  powder,  and  no  accident 
happened. 

Still  another  time,  God,  who  leads  the  fates 
of  men,  kept  his  hand  between,  when  he  went 
back  after  due  time  after  blasting,  to  find  out 
the  cause  of  a  missing  hole.  He  stepped  right 
up  to  the  missed  blast,  touched  the  fuse  with 
his  hands,  but  suspecting  something  wrong 
went  out  of  the  pit,  going  well  out  of  danger. 
The  blast  exploded,  throwing  the  rocks  after 
him,  arid  he  had  great  cause  to  thank  God 
for  his  deliverance.  • 

lp)ATRlCK  F.  ARMSTRONG,  a  well- 
JF^  known  and  substantial  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section  28,  Harvey  town- 
ship, is  an  old  settler  who  has  done  his  share 
toward  the  development  of  Meeker  county's 
resources. 

Mr.  Armstrong  is  a  native  of  Prince  Ed- 
wards Island,  Canada,  and  was  born  on  the 
16th  of  March,  1846.  Before  Patrick  was  a 
year  old,  his  parents  removed  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  Will  county.  111.,  where 
they  remained  for  ten  years,  and  then  came  to 


MEEKER  COUNTY,  MmNESOTA. 


211 


Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  settled  in  Harvey 
township,'  where  our  subject  still  resides. 
The.  parents,  whose  names  were  William  and 
Teressa  Armstrong,  were  both  natives  of 
Ireland.  When  they  came  to  Meeker  county 
the  family  consisted  of  the  father  and  mother, 
four  boys  and  two  .  girls.  The  father  and 
mother  are  now  living  in  Mannahah  to  wnship. 

Patrick  learned  the  cooper's  trade  and  fol- 
lowed that  for  six  years  when  he  was  a 
young  man he  also  followed  railroad  work 
for  two  years,  but  the  balance  of  his  life  has 
been  spent  in  tilling  the  soil.  He  was  mar- 
ried December  2,  1879,  to  Miss  Anna  Corri- 
gan,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  as  follows :  Michael, 
Thomas,  Arthur  and  Patrick.  Mrs.  Arm- 
strong's parents  are  also  natives  of  Ireland ; 
they  are  now  living  in  Harvey  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armstrong^  are  devout  mem- 
bers and  active  supporters  of  the  Catholic 
church.  His  political  principles  are  demo- 
cratic. 

Like  all  the  old  settlers,  their  farming 
operations  were  interrupted  and  abandoned 
at  the  time  of  the  Indian  outbrealc.  At  the 
time  of  the  massacre  at  Acton,  in  August, 
1862,  Patrick  Armstrong  was  at  Empire  City, 
south  of  St.  Paul.  Hearing  of  the  Indian 
depredations,  he  at  once  started  for  home  to 
learn  whether  or  not  they  had  all  been  killed. 
He  found  them  at  Forest  City,  all  well,  and 
on  their  way  to  Minneapolis,  so  he  went  Avith 
them  to  that  place.  They  lived  in  Minneap- 
olis until  1866,  when  they  returned  to  Har- 
vey township,  where  Patrick  F.  Annstrong 
has  since  lived. 

i^HARLES  H.  STROBECK,  the  present 
-^^y  probate  judge  of  Meeker  county,  is  a 
native  of  West  Parishville,  St.  Lawrence 
qounty,  N.  Y.,  born  October  8,  1841,  and  is 
the  son  of  Henry  and  Fannie  M.  (Willis) 


Strobeck,  natives  of  the  Empire  State  and 
New  Hampshire,  respectively.  The  father 
was  originally  of  Wttrtemberg  stock,  and  the 
mother's  ancestors  were  among  the  Puritan 
pilgrims  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony. 
The  father  died  at  Litchfield,  Meeker  county, 
December  IT,  1887,  having  come  to  this  place 
the  summer  previous.  The  mother  is  still 
living  with  her  son.  The  judge  was  reared 
and  received  his  primary  education  in  the 
county  of  his  birth,  assisting  his  father  in  the 
labors  attendant  upon  farm  life  until  he  was 
some  nineteen  years  of  age.  At  that  time 
he  entered  the  St.  Lawrence  Academy,  where 
.  he  remained  during  the  spring  and  fall  terms 
from  1860  to  1863,  teaching  school  during 
the  winters.  During  the  winter  of  1863-4, 
he  took  the  place  of  the  professor  in  the 
mathematical  department  of  the  same  acad- 
emy, and  filled  the  post  creditably. 

On  leaving  school,  he  entered  the  law 
office  of  Judge  Henry  L.  Knowles.  as  a  stu- 
dent and  clerk,  where  he  remained  until 
October,  1865,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  a  class  of  fourteen,  at  a  session  of  the 
Supreme  Com-t  of  New  York,  at  Canton,  the 
county  seat  of  St,  Lawrence  county.  About 
the  1st  of  December,  the  same  year,  Mr. 
Strobeck  came' west  to  Chicago,  and  from 
there  to  Eed  Wing,  Minn.,  where  he  located, 
and  commenced  the  practice  of  law,  and 
wrote  fire  insurance  until  coming  to  Litch 
field.  The  latter  branch  of  the  business  was 
carried  on  In  partnership  with  W.C.Williston. 

October  22,  1869,  Mr.  Strobeck  came  to 
Litchfield  and  made  up  his  mind  to  locate  In 
the  place,  then  in  embryo,  as  there  was  only 
a  few  buildings  erected  at  that  time.  He 
put  up  an  office,  being  the  pioneer  attorney 
of  the  city,  and  has  remained  in  practice  here 
ever  since.  The  judge  Is  a  staunch  republican 
but  has  had  but  little  political  aspirations.  lie 
has  held  several  local  offices  in  the  govern- 
ment of  the  village  and  In  educational  mat- 
ters, prominent  among  which  was  that  of 
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prosecuting  attorney.  In  tlie  fall  of  1886  he 
was  elected  to  the  responsible  position  of 
Probate  judge,  which  he  still  holds. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1873,  Charles  H. 
Strobeck  and  Miss  Carrie  E.  Phelps  were 
united  in  marriage.  The  lady  is  a  native  of 
Oakland  county,  Mich.,  and  daugiiter  of 
William  and  Carrie  (James)  Phelps,  the 
latter  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  By  this 
union  there  have  been  two  children— Alice  J. ' 
and  Henry. 

Judge  Strobeck  is  a  man  of  sterling  integ- 
rity, and  having  a  mind  of  his  own,  has 
strong  feelings  in  regard  to  what  he  conceives 
to  be  right  or  wrone,  and  what  is  more, 
dares  to  maintain  them. 

PETER  K.  BROWN,  who  is  one  of  the 
leading  and  influential  farmers  of 
Acton  township,  has  had  an  eventful  and 
varied  life.  He  was  a  son  of  Knute  and  Eliza 
Brown  and  was  born  in  Denmark  on  the  8tli 
of  October,  1834.  "When  he  had  arrived  at 
tiie  age  of  twenty-four,  thinking  to  benefit 
his  financial  condition  he  started  for  the 
gold  fields  of  Australia,  and  after  101  days  of 
sailing  he  landed  at  Melbourne,  and  was 
soon  hard  at  Avork  in  the  mines.  He  re- 
mained there  for  seven  years,  and  endured 
much  more  hardship  and  suffering  than  falls 
to  the  lot  of  mankind  generally.  At  one 
time  he  had  neither  money  nor  provisions, 
and  after  a  siege  of  fasting,  Avhich  nearly 
resulted  in  starvation,  he  was  fortunate 
enough  to  find  gold  with  which  he  purchased 
something  to  eat.  He  underwent  many  other 
experiences  which  were  fully  as  trying,  but 
still  he  persevered.  At  times,  however,  he 
would  enjoy  a  run  of  luck,  and  at  one  time 
he  had  about  $2,000  in  his  possession,  but  he 
managed  to  leave  with  about  $500  in  his 
pocket.  He  then  returned  to  Denmark/ 
stopping  at  London,  England,  for  a  feAv  days 


while  on  the  way  home.  He  then  remained 
in  Denmark  for  about  two  years,  arid  on  the 
ITth  of  April,  1868,  he  started  for  the  United 
States  and  landed  at  New  York,  during  the 
latter  part  of  May.  He  proceeded  at  once 
to  Kandiyohi  county,  Minn.,  where  his 
brother,  N.  K.  Brown  was  living.  A  year 
later  he  moved  to  the  farm  in  Acton  town- 
ship on  which  he  stilllives,  having  purchased 
railroad  land.  As  he  had  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  in  the  old  country,  he  erected 
his  own  buildings,  which  are  located  on  sec- 
tion 29.  He  has  excellent  improvements, 
and  now  owns  250  acres  of  land,  a  good 
share  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  Mr. 
Brown's  mother  is  dead  and  his  father 
lives  with  a  brother,  N.  K.  Brown,  in  Kandi- 
yohi county.  There  are  several  other  mem- 
bers of  the  family  living  in  the  United 
States,  including  E.  K.  ,Brown.  of  Acton ; 
John  K.  Brown,  of  Danielson;  and  Karen, 
nowMre.  Paul  Nelson,  of  Danielson;  besides 
N.  K.  Brown,  of  Kandiyohi  county. 

Peter  K.  Brown  has  taken  a  prominent, 
and  active  part  in  all  public  matters,  and  has 
held  many  offices  of  a  local  but  at  the  same 
tune  important  character,  including  those  of 
town  clerk  two  years,  chairman  of  super- 
visors two  years,  assessor  one  year ;  and  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  but  did  not 
qualify. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married,  during  the  year 
1870,  to  Bertha  Margrethe  Mad  son,  and 
they  have  been  blessed  with  the  following 
children— Mads^Peter,  born  March  21,  18Y1 ; 
Albert  Knuteson,  born  July  21,1873;  Jo- 
hanes,  born  June  13,  1875;  Elizze  Marie, 
bom  April  30,  1877;  and  Nels  Christian, 
born  April  25,  1879. 

-^^<^^^^ 

EWIS  LARSON,  of  Litchfield^  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  .Kelson.  Johnson 
<fe  Larson,  dealers  in  general  merchandise. 
Mr.  Larson  was  born  in  Sweden  in  1842,  and 
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remained  in  the  "Fatherland"  until  about 
twenty-seven  years  of  age.    His  father  died 
when  Lewis  Avas  three  and  his  mother  when 
he  was  fifteen,  so  he  was  left  to  care  for  him- 
self.   He  had  up  to  that  time  attended  school 
regularly  and  had  attained  a  good  education. 
When  about  twenty  years  old  he  entered 
a  civil  office,  corresponding  with  the  office 
of  sheriff  in  this  country,  and  he  remained 
in  this  for  six  years.   After  this  he  went  to 
Gottenberg  and  for  a  short  time  was  engaged 
in  business  at  that  place  but  he  finally  ^old  out 
and  came  to  America,  locating  in  Wisconsin. 
At  that  time  he  could  speak  and  understand 
very  little  English,  and  foF one  year  he  lived 
with  an  American  family  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  it,  finally  becoming  very  profi- 
cient.   On  the  31st  of  December,  1870,  he 
arrived  in  Litchfield,  and  entered  the  store 
of  Nelson  Brothers  as  a  clerk  a  short  time 
later.   In  the  summer  of  1872  he  went  to 
Willmar  and  was  there  employed  as  a  clerk 
-  in  the  store  of  Spicer  »fe  Larson  for  about 
three  years  and  a  half.   Then,  in  company 
with  II.  Paulson,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Paulson  &  Larson,  they  went  into  the  gen 
eral  merchandise  trade  at  W^illmar.   In  1880 
Mr.  Larson  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner 
and  removed  to  Litchfield,  and  the  present 
mercantile  firm  of  Nelson,  Johnson  &  Lar- 
son  was  fonned.    Mr.  Lareon  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  joined  Golden 
Fleece  Lodge,  No.  89,  in  1888. 

PROMINENT  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
residing  on  section  11,  Cedar  Mills 
township,  is  R.  A.  Wheeler,  a  veteran  of  the 
late  civil  war,  and  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens in  the  southern  part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Wheeler  is  a  native  of  Banjfor,  Me., 
born  on  the  25th  of  May,  1844,  and  is  a  son 
of  Isaac  and  Mairtha  (Norcross)  Wheeler. 
His  parents  were  old  settlers  in  Cedar  Mills 
township,  and  their  history  will  be  found 


in  another  department  of  tliis  work.  Eeuben 
A.  Wheeler,  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch,  re- 
mained with  his  parents  (coming  with  them 
meanwhile  to  Wright  county,  Minn.,)  until 
October,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
D,  Fourth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry. 
He  remained  in  the  service  until  July,  1865, 
and  probably  saw  more  actual  active  war  ser- 
vice than  any  ex-soldier  who  to-day  resides 
in  Meeker  county.   He  participated  in  the 
first  and  second  battles  at  Corinth.  luka.  Siege 
of  Yicksburg,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the 
liead  by  a  piece  of  a  shell,  Altoona  Pass. 
Savannah,  Ga.,  and  was  witli  Sherman  in 
his  famous  Marcli  to  the  Sea.    He  then,  w  ith 
Sherman's  army,  went  to  Washington  and 
participated  in  tlie  grand  review.   After  re- 
ceiving an  honorable  discharge  from  tlie  serv- 
ice he  came  to  Meelcer  county,  Minn.,  arriving 
in  July,  1865.  Heat  oncelocated  on  asoldier's 
homestead,  which  his  father,  Isaaxs  Wheeler, 
had  selected  for  him  in  1863,  which  was 
located  on  section  11,  Cedar  Mills  townsliip, 
where  he  now  lives.     He  at  once  began 
improving  his  place,  and  erected  a  log-cabin, 
covering  it  with  a  hay  roof.   Mr.  Wheeler 
remained  on  his  place  most  of  the  tinie  until 
1867,  when  lie  went  to  Green  Lake,  Kandi- 
yohi county.   Three  years  later  he  went  to 
Montana,  but  a  short  time  later  he  returned 
to  his  lioniestead  in  Cedar  Mills  township, 
where  he  has  since  lived.    He  devotes  his 
attention  to  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing, and  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
best-known  citizens  of  the  township -in  which 
he  lives.   He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Frank  Daggett  Post,  No.  35,  Grand  Army  of 
the  llepublic,  of  Litchfield. 

Mr.  Wheelei-  was  married  on  the  11th  of 
November,  1866,  to  Miss  Malvina  Nichols, 
who  was  born  in  Eacine  county,  Wis.  Their 
marriage  has  been  blessed  witli  six  children, 
as  follows— MarthaM.,  George  R.,  Frank  E., 
Harlan  M.,  Ray  M.,  and  Mary  P.  The  fam- 
ily are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 


• 


MEEKER  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


216 


WELL-KNOWN  businessman  of  Litch- 
JiP^  field  is  A.  C.  Johnson,  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  KelSon.  Johnson  &  Larson,  gen- 
eral merchants.  He  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
anil  was  born  in  1851. 

When  eleven  years  of  age,  he  started  with 
his  grandparents  and  his  uncle,  B.  P.  ISTel- 
son,  for  America,  intending  to  come  direct  to 
Meeker  county,  Minn.,  where  Andrew,  a 
brother  of  Mr.  kelson,  was  then  living.  They 
crossed  the  ocean  in  a  sailing  vessel,  being 
ten  weeks  on  the  way,  arriving  at  Boston 
about  August  20, 1862.  There  they  learned 
of  the  terrible  outbreak  of  the  Indians  in 
this  country,  but  continued  on  their  journey, 
coming  as  far  as  St.  Paul,  where  they  decided 
to  remain  for  a  time.  Mr.  Johnson  remained 
there  until  1871,  when  he  removed  to  Litch- 
field and  entered  the  store  of  Nelson  Broth- 
ers as  a  clerk,  and  remained  with  them  until 
they  sold  out  to  Alex.  Oairncross.  He  was 
then  Avith  the  latter  gentleman  for  about  two 
years  and  a  half.  At  the  end  of  that  time, 
he,  in  company  with  Stephen  Oairncross,  a 
brother  clerk,  bought  out  the  establishment 
and  went  into  business  for  themselves,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Cairncross  &  Johnson. 
This  firm  continued  in  business  for  about  two 
yeai-s  and  a  half,  when  the  stock  was  sold 
out.  In  1880,  the  present  firm  of  JTelson. 
Johnson  &  Larson  was  fonned.  The  other 
mem  here  of  the  firm  are  B.  P.  kelson  and 
Lewis  Larson,  and  the  business  they  do  is 
probably  the  largest  done  in  the  village,  in 
theii'  line.  They  carry  a  full  stock  of  dry 
goods,  groceries,  etc.,  and  cater  to  the  tastes 
of  everybody.  They  are  among  the  bright- 
est business  men  of  the  village,  and  are  in 
splendid  financial  condition. 

T@)ROMINENT  among  the  old  settlers  is 
Jli*"  is  A.  M.  Caswell,  who  now  resides  in 
the  village  of  Litch^eld.  He  was  born  in 
Melbourne,  Canada,  October  2,  1833.  His 


father.  Moody  Caswell,  was  born  in  Yermont, 
and  his  mother,  Hannah  (Bishop)  Caswell,  in 
New  Hampshire.  They  lived  in  Canadalm- 
til  he  was  past  seventeen  and  then  moved  to 
Yermont,  and  from  there  to  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  came  to  Minnesota  in  April,  1856. 
They  came  to  Dunleath,  111.,  by  rail  arid 
thence  up  the  Mississippi  on  the  old  steamer 
"  War  Eagle.'^  There  were  about  700  pas- 
sengers on  board,  generally  in  high  spirits 
about  the  prospects  in  the  Territory  of  Min- 
nesota, where  the  land  was  rich  and  money 
plenty.  They  landed  at  St.  Paul  and  then 
took  the  stage  to  St.  Anthony.  There  was 
only  a  few  houses  there  then  and  one  saw- 
mill ;  from  there  they  came  by  steamboat  up 
the  river  to  Monticello,  where  they  stopped 
until  about  the  1st  of  June,  and  then,  hear- 
ing of  the  great  chance  for  getting  land  on 
the  big  prairie  in  Meeker  county,  and  as 
there  was  a  party  of  immigrants  came  along, 
A.  M.  CasAvell  followed,  and  camped  the  firat 
night  alone  in  the  woods  about  midway  be- 
tween Monticello  and  Kingston.  The  next 
morning  he  came  up  with  Patch's  company, 
and  camped  on  the  bank  of  Crow  river. 
The  water  was  high,  and  as  there  was  no 
bridge,  they  had  to  make  a  raft  of  logs. 
After  crossing  the  river  the  company  scat- 
tered, hunting  claims.  Our  subject  traveled 
to  Forest  City  and  took  dinner  with  Thomas- 
Skinner,  a  whole-souled  and  public-spirited 
gentleman,  always  courteous  and  obliging  to 
everybody,  in  whose  death  Meeker  lost  one 
of  her  best  men.  From  there  he  started 
with  two  othere  to  look  for  claims,  and  trav- 
eled over  the  level  prairie  of  Harvey,  but 
found  it  generally  marked,  as  a  party  had 
been  through  .there  and  marked  claims  for 
all  their  relatives,  some  which  were  yet  in 
the  old  country,  so  he  left  that  and  went 
above  the  woods  in  the  vicinity  of  Manan- 
nah,  and  there  the  claims  were  vacant,  and 
he  marked  his  claim — the  first  one  marked 
in  the  township— and  then  returned  to  Mon- 
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ticello.  He  was  boarding  at  a  hotel,  when  a 
party  came,  who  had  been  through  to  the 
big  prairie,  among  the  party  being  T.  0. 
Jewett  and  Captain  A.  D.  Pierce,  an  old 
sea  captain  from  Cape  Cod,  Mass.,  who  said 
he  had  been  up  above  Forrest  City  and 
located  a  town  site.  He  gave  glowing  ac- 
counts of  the  country  and  said  there  was  only 
one  claim  marked  there  and  that  was  just 
the  one  he  wanted  to  build  his  town  on,  and 
he  was  gomg  to  have  it.  He  also  said  that 
he  camped  on  the  highest  hill  there  was  near 
there,  (which  must  have  been  Tower  Hill) 
and  fought  mosquitoes  all  night,  and  he  fore- 
saw the  great  events  of  the  near  future ;  the 
network  of  railroads  that  would  come  to 
and  through  hi»  town.  He  took  out  his 
book  and  read  the  name  that  he  found  on 
his  claim,  as  he  called  it,  and  it  happened  to 
be  Mr.  Caswell's ;  he  afterward  tried  to  scare 
Mr.  O.  off,  but  failing  to  do  it,  he  bought 
him  oflf  by  paying  fifty  dollars  and  a  watch. 
He  afterward  stated  that  the  trade  was  like 
a  horse-trade,  and  he  was  mighty  sick  of  the 
horse.  Mr.  Caswell  then  made  another  claim 
where  F.  F.  Phillips  now  lives,  and  his 
brother,  Albert,  came  on  and  took  one  ad- 
joining, and  his  father,  mother  and  sisters 
came  the  next  fall.  His  mother  was  afflicted 
with  a  rose  cancer,  and  after  having  it  cut 
out  4ied  within  a  year,  being  the  first  woman 
buried  in  Manannah  grave-yard. 

But  the  flush  times  of  1856  were  followed 
by  several  years  of  dearth,  or  almost  a  famine. 
There  was  no  money  in  the  country  and 
scarcely  any  provisions,  and  for  two  or 
three  years  a  laboring  man  could  get  neither 
money,  clothing  nor  provisions  for  his  Avork. 
The  only  way  to  get  money  was  to  hunt  or 
trap  for  fur,  which  was  hard-earned  money. 
So,  getting  tired  out  or  starved  out,  at 
Manannah,  his  brother,  Albert,  and  himself, 
and  Ziba  and  Nathan  Caswell  started  out 
for  the  gold  mines  at  Pike's  Pealf,  in  Colo- 
rado, and  were  gone  from  the  State  most  of 


the  time  until  after  the  Indian  war.  Our 
subject  was  at  work  in  the  mines  in  Colbrado, 
and  his  brother  and  Ziba  Caswell  were  in 
Nevada  in  the  Washoe  silArer  mines.  They 
heard  of  the  Indian  war  and  started  for 
home,  and  although  they  were  two  thousand 
miles  apart  when  they  started  and  neither 
party  knew  when  the  other  was  going  to 
start,  they  met  in  Minneapolis  and  came  home 
on  the  stage  together. 

The  next  spring  A.  M.  Caswell  was  mar- 
ried to  Vesta  J.  Britt,  of  the.  toAvn  of  Har- 
vey. They  kept  a  hotel  at  Coon  Creek  one 
year,  then  sold  out  and  went  to  Anoka,  where 
they  remained  about  three  years.  They  then 
sold  out  and  moved  to  Harvey  township, 
where  they  lived  until  removing  to  Litchfield 
in  1888.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caswell  have  two 
children  —  one  a  young  man,  twenty-four 
years  old,  and  a  daughter  about  eight 

In  speaking  of  the  "old  times"  Mr.  Cas- 
well says :  "  "When  I  came  to  this  county, 
there  had  never  been  a  bushel  of  wheat,  corn 
or  potatoes  I'aised  here.  Now  nearly  every 
acre  of  praii-ie  and  thousands  of  acres  of 
brush  and  timber  land  ar^under  cultivation, 
and  thousands  of  reaping  and  threshing  ma- 
chines are  kept  busy,  instead  of  the  old  down 
reaper  that  took  four  horses,  two  men  and  a 
boy  to  operate,  the  grain  having  to  be  raked 
off  by  liand,  and  much  of  it  left  scattered  on 
the  ground.  We  have  a  machine  that  three 
horses  and  one  man  manage  easily  and  Avhich 
leaves  the  grain  tied  up  in  neat  bundles, 
leaving  the  field  clean  as  if  it  had  been 
gleaned  by  the  gleaners  of  old  times.  But  the 
young  men  that  were  vigorous  and  sti'ong 
and  active  are  now  becoming  old,  bleached 
and  gray ;  but  there  is  another  generation 
coming  on  to  fill  our  places.  I  have  faith  and 
believe  there  is  a  bright  future  for  Meeker 
county,  and  that  it  is  bound  to  be  one  of  the 
richest  and  best  stock-producing  counties  in 
the  Northwest." 
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SAAC  WHEELER,  who  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent  early  settlers  in  Cedar 
Mills  township,  is  a  native  of  Maine,  and  was 
born  on  June  19,  181T.  He  remained  in 
his  native  State  until  1861,  when  he  came  to 
Minnesota  and  located  on  a  faim  in  Wright 
county.  In  April,  1803,  he  came  to  Meeker 
county,  and  selected  160  acres  of  land  on 
section  9,  Cedar  Mills,  and  the  following 
year  moved  on  to  it  with  his  family.  They 
■were  tlie  first  settlers  west  of  Cedar  Mills 
after  the  Indian  outbreak,  and  were  there 
one  season  entirely  witliout  neighbors.  At 
the  time  they  came  here  the  soldiers  were 
stationed  at  Pipe  Lake,  and  they  helped  Mr. 
"Wheeler  cut  the  logs  with  which  he  erected 
his  cabin.  Mr.  Wheeler  remained  on  tlie 
farm  until  after  his  wife's  death  in  1876, 
when  be  sold  his  place  to  his  sons,  Frank  and 
Newton  Wheeler^  and  since  that  time  has 
lived  with  his  children,  going  back  and 
forth  between  them. 

After  a  long  and  useful  career  of  toil  and 
industry,  he  is  now  spending  the  evening  of 
his  life  in  a  quiet  and  peaceful  way,  having 
to  the  fullest  degree  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  who  know  him. 

MnIDREW  J.  NELSON,  a  well-to  do  and 
highly-respected  farmer  residing  on 
section  22,  Union  Grove  township,  is  a  native 
of  Sweden,  where  he  was  born  on  the  2d  of 
December,  1852.  His  parents'  names  were 
Nels  and  Kersten  Anderson.  The  mother 
died  wlien  he  was  only  sixteen  weeks  old, 
and  his  father  died  when  he  was  seventeen 
years  of  age. 

Andrew  J.  spent  his  younger  days  in  the 
land  of  his  birth,  when  he  acquired  the  same 
habits  of  industry  and  frugality  which  are 
characteristic  of  the  race  of  which  he  springs. 
In  1880  he  sailed  for  the  United  States,  and 
making  his  way  directly  to  Meeker  county, 


Minn.,  he  rented  a  farm  in  Swede  Grove 
township.  He  remained  there  for  three  years- 
and  then  in  February,  1884,  he  removed  to- 
the  farm  on  section  22,  Union  Grove  town- 
ship, where  he  still  lives.  He  owns  130  acres- 
of  land,  a  good  share  of  which  is  cleared  and 
under  cultivation.  He  has  considerable  stock 
and  comfortable  buildings.  When  Mr.  Nel- 
son came  to  America  his  earthly  possessions- 
consisted  of  $1,000  in  money,  but  he  lost  a 
good  share  of  that  in  the  first  two  years; 
through  the  failure  of  crops,  but  by  good 
management  and  hard  work  he  has  recov- 
ered and  is  now  in  comfortable  circumstances. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  married  before  leaving 
Sweden,  in  1878,  to  Miss  Ingrid  Larson,  a- 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lars  Nelson,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  with  three  chil- 
dren, as  follows — Hilda,  born  in  Sweden,  Jan- 
uary 19,  1879 ;  Ida,  born  in  Swede  Grove 
township,  October  18, 1880 ;  and  Anton,  born, 
in  Union  Grove  to^vnship,  July  30,  1884. 
Mrs.  Nelson's  mother  died  in  1868,  and  her 
father  is  now  living  with  them. 

JTOHN  B,  PENNOYER,  a  prominent  resi- 
^  dent  of  the  village  of  Greenleaf,  is  & 
native  of  Sherbrook  county,  Lower  Canada, 
bom  on  the  12th  of  February,  1832.  Ilis 
parents,  Truman  and  Priscilla  H.  Pennoyer^ 
were  natives  of  Vermont,  and  both  were 
born  in  the  year  1804.  The  mother  died  in 
1886,  but  the  father  is  still  living,  a  respected 
resident  of  Ellsworth  township,  Meeker 
county.  Truman  Pennoyer's  father  was  a 
Frenchman,  and  sailed  the  seas  as  a  privateer 
during  the  revolutionary  Avar,  subsequently 
settling  in  Vermont.  Truman  spent  a  few 
years  in  Canada  and  then  returned  to  Ver- 
mont. From  the  latter  State  he  removed  to 
St.  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y".,  taking  the  family 
by  wagon  through  the  timber  over  the 
Plattsburg   and    Ogdensburg    pike,  and 
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through  the  Chateaugay  cedar  swamp,  to 
Potsdam,  and  remained  there  from  1836  to 
1864.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  but  a 
■farmer  by  occupation 

Truman  Pennoyer  and  Avife  were  the  par- 
■ents  of  seven  sons  and  six  daughters.  The 
three  oldest  died  in  infancy,  and  were  buried 
•at  Compton  Center,  0.  E.  Three  others  died 
in  infancy,  and  two  sisters  died  after  they 
'  Avere  grown.  Five  of  their  cliildren  are  still 
living — J,  B.  Pennoyer.  O.  A.  Pennoyer. 
H.  H.  Pennoyer.  Mrs.  j.  M.  Howard,  of 
Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  Mre."  H.  F.  Pow- 
■ers,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  ' 

John  B.  Pennoyer,  the  subject  of  this  mem- 
oir, was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  upon  reaching 
the  age  of  twenty-four  he.  left  home  and 
started  West.  He  traveled  over  various  por- 
tions of  the  West,  but  lived  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  in  Whiteside  and  Jersey  coun- 
ties, 111.,  until  1864,  when  he  came  to  Meeker 
•county,  Minn.,  making  the  journey  from 
Hastings  on  foot.  He  entered  a  homestead 
on  section  35,  in  what  is  now  Greenleaf  town- 
ship, and  continued  to  reside  there  until  Aug- 
ust, .1885,  when  he  rented  his  farm  and 
started  out  in  search  of  a  locality  that  would 
benefit  his  health.  After  spending  the  fall 
.and  winter  in  Macoupin  and  Jersey  counties, 
111.,  he  went  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  and  remained 
there  until  September  27,  1886,  when  he 
■came  back  and  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
Tillage  of  Greenleaf. 

In  the  month  of  September  following  Mx". 
Pennoyer's  first  arrival  in  Meeker  county, 
1864.  he  went  to  Greene  county.  111,,  and  was 
•married  to  Mary  F.  Bilbruck,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Charlotte  Bilbruck,  who  was  boi-n 
in  Nottinghamshire,  England,  on  the  Yth  of 
December,  1842.  Five  children  have  been 
born  to  them  —  Alice  Naomi,  born  July  25, 
1867,  died  May  8,  1870 ;  Charlotte  Augusta, 
born  December  5,  1870 ;  Francis  Irene,  born 
October  26,  1875,  died  April  3,  1879 ;  Har- 
mon Lee,  born  September  4,  1880;  and 


219 

Florence  Emma,  born  June  5,  1884.  Mr. 
Pennoyer  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  all 
public  matters  and  has  held  various  local  of- 
fices. In  political  matters ^he  affiliates  witli 
the  republican  party. 

Having  been  identified  with  the  growth 
and  development  of  Meeker  county  during 
a  residence  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
he  is  well-known  to  all  pioneers,  and  none  is 
held  in  higher  esteem.  Through  his  untar- 
nished and  unblemished  integrity  his  word  is 
recognized  as  being  as  good  as  a  bond,  and 
he  is  held  in  the  highest  respect  by  all  who 
know  him.  Hospitable,  cliaritable,  and  en- 
terpi'ising,  aiding  whatever  enterprise  is  cal- 
culated to  benefit  either  town  or  county  in 
which  he  has  lived  so  long,  he  has  justly 
earned  the  high  reputation  which  he  bears,  of 
being  one  of  the  most  desirable  citizens  of 
Avhich  any  locaility  can  boast. 

We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  a  portrait 
of  Mr.  Pennoyer  in  anotlier  department  of 
this  work.  \ 

l^RANK  E.  WHEELER.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  a  resident  of  section  9,  is 
one  of  tiie  leading  citizens  of  Cedar  Mills 
township,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  Wheeler,  who 
is  mentioned  above.'  lie  is  a  native  of  Gar- 
land, Maine,, and  was  born  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1851.  Hiif* early  life  was  spent  in  his 
native  State,  and  in  1861  he  came  West  Avith 
his  fatlier's  family,  and  they  settled  in 
Wright  county,  Minnesota,  as  has  been 
stated.  In  1863  they  settled  in  Meeker 
county,  and  Frank  remained  at  home  until 
the  death  of  his  motiier  in  1876,  wlien 
the  family  was  broken  up  and  scattered. 
After  this  Frank  taught  school  in  tiiis 
county  and  also  in  Wabash  county,  Indiana, 
following  this  profession  for  three  yeai's. 
In  April,  1881,  he  settled  upon  the  old 
homestead,  and  this  has  since  been  his  home. 
He  has  a  valuable  farm  of  180  acres,  eighty 
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of  which  are  alreadx'  under  cultivation,  and  all 
of  it  is  in  tillable  condition.  He  has  made 
substantial  improvements  on  the  place  and  it 
is  conveniently  arranged.  He  devotes  his 
time  and  energies  to  general  farming  and 
stock  raising,  and  is  rated  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  enterprising  agriculturists  in 
the  township.  He  has  taken  an  active  and 
prominent  part  in  township  and  educational 
affairs  of  late  years,  and  has  held  various 
local  offices,  including  those  of  supervisor, 
school  clerk  and  others.  Ho  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  for 
fifteen  years. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  married  at  Ellsworth, 
March  19,  1879,  to  Miss  Lucy  Porter,  of 
Ellsworth  township,  and  they  are  tlie  parents 
of  four  children,  as  follows:  Mellen  E., 
Ethel  E.,  .Ruth  C.  and  Allen  K..  Mrs. 
Wheeler  was  born  at  Greenfield,  Wis.,  July 
9,  1856. 

 — 

l^RANK  T.  PETERSON,  of  Swede  Grove 
JP^  township,  is  one  of  the  most  extensive 
stock  raisers  in  Meeker  county.  He  is  a  son 
of  Peter  0.  and  Christine  (Hawkinson) 
Peterson.  The  parents  were  natives  of 
Sweden,  who  came  to  the  tJnited  States  in 
1854,  and  settled  in  Chisago  county,  Minn. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  their  children — 
John  W.,  born  January  20,  1858;  Frank  T., 
born  October  2,  1859  ;  Mary  C,  born  March 
14, 1861 ;  Christine  E.,  born  March  £9,  1863 ; 
Oscar  F.,  (deceased)  born  January  20,  1865 ; 
and  Ida  M.,  born  May  ,21,  1867.  Mary  C. 
married  Charles  M.  Ahlstrom,  a.resjdent  of 
Harvey  township.  John  W.,  for  the  past 
three  years,  has  been  engaged  in  railroad 
contracting,  in  company  with  a  cousin,  John 
G.  Lundquist,  who  has  been  in  the  business 
for  the  last  thirteen  years.  They  are  now 
building  a  road  near  Chicago.  Fra,nk  T., 
Christine  and  Ida  M.  still  live  at  home. 


although  the  last  name'd,  at  this  Writing,  is 
in  St.  Peter,  attending  college.  Frank  T.  & 
Co.  carry  on  the  extensive  farming  and  stock 
raising  business;  they  own  1,200  acres  of 
land  and  have  about  the  finest  farm  build- 
ings in  the  western  part  of  the  county. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  father  settled  in 
Chisago  county,  Minn.,  in  1854.  In  1868  the' 
family  removed  to  Swede  Grova  township. 
Meeker  county,  settling  on  section  36,  where 
the  father  died  on  the  24th  of  November, 

1886,  and  where  the  mother  still  lives.  The 
farm  is  carried  on  jointly,  being  owned  in 
thirds  by  Frank  T.  and  John  W.  Peterson, 
and  their  cousin,  John  G.  Lundquist^  with 
Frank  as  manager.  They,  devote  special  at- 
tention to  raising  blooded  horses,-  cattle  and 
hogs,  and  some  of  the  finest  stock  in  the 
State  may  be  seen  at  their  farm.  They  have 
on  hand  two  stallions  worthy  of  special 
notice:  Sansonnet,  imported  by  M.  W. 
Dunham  in  1887;  French  No.  8,811,  Ameri- 
can No.  6,991 ;  also  Simonneau,  French  No. 
9,020,  American  No.  7,108.  They  have  the 
following  valuable  mares,  which  were  im- 
ported by  M.  W.  Dunham ;  Poulotte,  im- 
ported in  1886,  French  No.  6677,  American 
No.  5614;  Valentine,  imported  in  1884, 
French  No.  2778,  American  No.  3663 ;  Lil- 
liane,  imported  in  1887,  French  No.  8554, 
American  No.  7145;   Bibi,  imported  in 

1887,  French  No.  10248,  American  No. 
7128.  These  magnificent  animals  were 
purchased  at  a  cost  of  $11,750.  In  addition 
to  these  they  have  many  others  of  high 
grade  which  are  a  credit  to  the  county. 

B.  BENSON,  cashier  of  the  Meeker 
\t^^  Bank  of  Litchfield,  was  born  in  St. 
Peter,  Nicollet  county,  Minn.,  July  2,  1860, 
and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Malena  Benson, 
natives  of  Sweden,  Avho  were  engaged  in 
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agricultural  pursuits  in  that  section  of  the 
State,  having  settled  there  some  time  in  the 
"  Forties,"  among  the  pioneers  of  the  State. 
The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  reared 
^  upon  the  paternal  farm,  receiving  his  educa- 
\  Mon  in  the  district  schools  and  remained  at 
home  until  the  fall  of  1880,  Avhen  he  attended 
a  course  at  the  business  college  at  Minnea- 
polis. The  following  spring  he  came  to 
Litchfield  and  entered  the  Meeker  County 
Bank  as  book-keeper,  and  remained  in  that 
capacity  until  July  7,  1884,  when  he  was 
made  assistant  cashier,  and  in  March,  1885, 
was  promoted  to  the  post  of  cashier  in  the 
same  monetary  institution.  He  is  one  of  the 
solid  young  business  men  of  whom  Litchfield 
can  justly  boast,  and  has  a  bright  and  pros- 
perous future  before  him. 

On  the  24th  of  November,  1887,  Mr.  Benson 
led  to  the  hymeneal  altar  Miss  Pauline  Fuller, 
one  of  Meeker  county's  fairest,  brightest 
daughters.  She  was  the  child  of  George  "W. 
Fuller,  the  well  known  horticulturist  and 
arboriculturist  of  Litchfield.  The  happiness 
of  the  young  couple  was,  however,  of  but 
.brief  duration,  the  angel  of  death  claiming 
the  bride  on  the  9th  of  May,  1888,  and  after  a 
brief  honeymoon  of  about  five  months  she 
passed  to  that  land  Elygian,  whose  portals  we 
call  death,  leaving  her  husband's  heart  and 
home  a  desolate  waste. 

M^ANS  EVENSON,  a  successful  farmer 
.  and  stock  raiser,  residing  on  section  8, 
Greenleaf  township,  and  one  of  the  most 
prominent  old  settlers  in  Meeker  county, 
was  born  in  Norway  on  September  6,  1815. 
He  remained  in  his  native  land  until  the 
spring  of  1852,  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  Eook  county,  Wis.  On 
July  12, 1854,  he  returned  to  his  native  land 
and  remained  until  1857,  when  he  returned 
to  the  United  States,  settMng  this  time  in 
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St.  Paul,  but  three  months  later  went  to 
Scott  county,  Minn.,  where  ho  spent  .the 
winter.   His  next  move  was  to  locate  in 
Wright  county,  where  he  spent  two  years  in 
the  "Big  Woods,"  and  tiien,'in  the  spring  of 
1860,  he  came  to  Meeker  county,  and  took 
a  claim  on  section  8,  where  he  has  since 
lived.   His  trip  to  this  county  Avas  one  of 
severe  hardship,  as  he  came  on  foot  from 
Wright  county,  accompanied  by  his  oldest 
son.  Even.   At  that  time  there  was  only  one 
house  in  sight— on  Inger  Hill,  which  was  oc- 
cupied by  a  man  named  Inger.  -They  came 
in  the  winter  or  early  spring,  and  bought  a 
hand-sled,  on  which  they  drew  their  tools, 
etc.,  and  went  direct  to  the  Ole  Ness  place, 
which  was  near  Little  Lake,  in  Avhat  is  now 
Litchfield  township.   During  that  winter, 
he  would  start  every  morning  for  his  place, 
and  spent  his  time  in  getting  out  logs,  so  as 
to  be  ready  to  build  in  the  spring ;  also  dur- 
ing that  time,  he  dug  a  Avell  fifty  feet  deep 
for  Ole  Ness,  and  stoned  it  up. .  He  remained 
about  a  month  at  that  time,  and  then  bor- 
rowed a  sled  and  yoke  of  oxen  from  Ness  and 
started  to  Wright  county  for  his  family.  At 
the  time  he  started,  the  ground  was  covered 
with  snow,  but  it  thawed  before  he  got 
through,  and  he  was  compelled  to  construct 
a  home-made  wagon  with  which  to  get  back, 
accomplishing  it  by  hewing  out  four  wheels 
and  erecting  a  rude  frame  work.   Upon  his 
return,  he  staid  two  nights  at  the  Ness  place, 
and  then  left  liis  family  for  several  months 
at  a  bachelor's  named  Guner,  while  he  was 
building  a  shanty  on  his  place.  About 
August  he  moved  his  family  into  the  ciibin. 
During  that  year  he  raised"  a  few  potatoes, 
but  for  the  first  five  years  following  his  set- 
tlement, he  lost  most  of  his  crops  through 
the  blackbirds. 

Thus  matters  were  moving  peaceably  until 
that  fatal  August,  18G2,  when  the  terrible 
Indian  outbreak  began,  and  as  Mr.  Evenson 
was  one  of  those  who  were  here  during  the 
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most  trying  times,  Ave  will  briefly  review  his 
experience.  On  the  17th  of  August,  Even 
and  one  of  liis  brothers  were  at  JjTess's  and 
learned  of  the  massacre  at  Acton.  When 
they  told  their  father,  he  could  not  realize 
that  the  matter  was  an  aotual  fact,  and  after 
remaining  quietly  at  home  over  night,  he 
started  the  next  day  (Monday,  the  18th,)  for 
Ness's  to  learn  the  particulars.  On  the  way 
he  met  a  neighbor,  named  Butler,  who 
begged  him  to  hitch  up  and  take  his  family 
to  St.  Paul,  but  Mr.  Evenson  refused  and 
Avent  on  to  the  farm  of  Ole  Ness.  Learning 
that  the  Indians  were  really  on  the  warpath, 
he  sent  his  wife  and  two  little  children  to 
Forest  City,  and  he  and  the  boys  staid  on 
the  farm  until  the  following  Wednesday, 
putting  up  hay.  On  the  day  mentioned,  his 
Avife  returned  to  the  place,  and  told  him  that 
lie  must  pack  up  and  get  to  some  phice  of 
safety,  as  the  news  had  come  in  daily  of  -the 
terrible  murders  which  the  Indians  had  com- 
mitted. He  accordingly  Avas  reluctantly  pre- 
A'ailed  upon  to  go  to  Forest  City,  Avhere  he  at 
once  learned  that  there  was  good  ground  for 
the  terroi'  Avliich  had  seized  every  one.  The 
following  morning  lie  started  with  his  family 
for  Kingston,  Avhere  ho  remained  two  weeks, 
and  then,  as  Cai)t.  Whitcomb's  "Home 
Guards"  had  been  organized,  they  returned 
to  Forest  City.  They  were  there  Avlien  the 
Indians  made  the  attack  on  that  place,  and 
Mr.  EA'enson  and  son.  Even,  Avere  doing 
guard  duty  that  night.  Even  Avas  the  sec- 
ond one  to  return  the  lire  of  the  Indians. 
At  the  time,  tiie  family  Avere  sleeping  in 
Atkinson's  store,  and  Avlien  the  attack  came, 
at  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  they 
hastened  inside  the  fortification.  When  the 
father  got  a  chance  to  look  around,  he  found 
that  one  of  his  sons — Andrew — was  missing, 
and  at  once  started  out  to  find  him,  but  see- 
ing nothing  of  him,  he  returned  and  found 
that  AndreAV  had  safely  got  inside.  The 
bullets  were  then  flying  thick  and  fast. 


Afterthe  attack  there  followed  a  period 
when  provisions  got  \'ery  scaice,  and  it  Avas 
dangerous  to  go  out  to  find  eatables. 

After  a  time  the  excitement  soineAvhat 
subsided,  but  for  tAvo  yea"s  they  Avero 
alAvays  on  the  alert,  not  knoAving  what  time 
the  treacherous  saA'ages  miglit  reneAv  their 
depredations.  In  the  fall  the  family  return- 
ed to  the  farm  and  during  ihe  winter  they 
lived  by  trapping.  Settlers  soon  began  re- 
turning to  their  claims  and  bis  cabin  Avas  a 
regular  tavern.  Money  Avas  very  scarce, 
and  but  feAv  of  the  settlei-s  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  any  money  that  Avinter,  to  say 
nothing  of  owning  any. 

NoAV  to  return  to  Mr.  Evenson's  private 
history :  Hans  Evenson  Avas  married  in  the 
year  1842,  to  Christina  F;  Anderson,  and 
they  haA'^e  been  blessed  vith  seven  chil- 
dren, as  folloAvs  —  Bertha,  born  Sept.  22, 
1842 ;  Even,  born  Nov.  21,  1844,  mentioned 
elsewhere  at  length;  Andrew,  born  Oct.  30, 
1847 ;  Helena  M.,  born  Oct.  3, 1852 ;  John 
F.,  born  Feb.  3,  1856,  died  Hay  30, 1857,  on 
boai'd  ship  and  Avas  burieil  at  sea  in  StV 
LaAvrence  Bay;  John  F.,  bom  Jan.  22,1859; 
and  a  child  born  in  1861,  wl  ich  died  at  the 
time  of  birth.  Mrs.  Evenscn,  the  Avife  and 
mother,  died  on  the  19th  ofT^anuary,  1887. 
Mr.  Evenson  is  a  republican  in  politics  as  is 
the  case  Avith  all  his  sons.  £  e  is  a  member 
of  the  Lutheran  church,  iRCr.  Evenson  is 
now  well  along  in  years  ami  is  passing  the 
evening  of  his  life  in  a  quiel  Avay  Avith  his 
children.  He  has  lived  a  lile  of  usefulness 
and  activity,  a  man  of  the  .jtrictest  honor 
and  integrity  and  one  for  avI  om  every  one 
Avho  knows  him  entertains  the  kindliest  feel- 
ings and  highest  regard. 

John  F.  Evenson,  one  of  the  sons  AA'ho  is 
mentioned  above,  Avith  Avhom  the  father 
resides,  Avas  born  in  Wright  county.  He 
was  married  May  28,  1885,  to  Mary  John- 
son, and  they  have  been  blesged  Avith  two 
children — George  H.,  bom  June  22,  1886; 
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and  Christina  F.,  born  Feb.  20,  1888.  Mr, 
Evenson  carries  on  the  farm  and  also  devotes 
his  attention  extensively  to  stock  raising. 
He  is  one  of  the  leading  and  most  successful 
agriculturists  in  the  township. 


"AMES  NELSON  HANSON  is  one  of  the 
successful  farmers  of  Acton  township, 
lie  was  born  in  Denmark  on  the  20th  of 
March,  1837.   When  he  left  his  native  land, 
in  1869,  he  was  called  upon  by  a  government 
officer  and  told  that  he  must  return  to 
Denmark  a  year  later  and  serve  his  time  in 
the  army  but  after  his  arrival  here  he 
decided  that  he  was  better  suited  to  stay 
here  and   so  he  "forgot  to  return."  Upon 
landing  in  the  New  World  he  stopped  for  a 
short  time  at  New  Orleans  and  then  went 
to  Kaufman  county,  Tex.,  where  he  Avas 
employed  at  driving  and  marking  cattle  for 
an  exten'sive  stock-raiser  until  the  fall  of 
1860,   He  then  returned  to  New  Orleans 
and  worked  for  W.  H,  Wilier-  at  gardening 
for  one  month  for  $10;  then  he  drove  a  mule 
team  for  the  same  party  for  $20  per  month. 
His  next  move  was  to  St.  Louis,  but  not 
liking  the  place  lie  boarded  a  steamboat  for 
St.  Paul  and  from  there  made  his  way  to 
Empire  City,  Dakota  county,  Minn.  There 
he  remained  for  six  years,  working  on  a  fann 
for  Mr.  J.  Haislet,  after  which  in  1872,  he 
settled 
lives. 


:  '    '  )  

m  Acton  township,  where  he  still 


'  Mr.  Hanson  was  married  in  1802,  to  Miss 
Marthe  Christianson,  who  was  born  in 
Norway  on  the.  17th  of  February,  1843. 
They  have  been  blessed  with  the  following 
named  children— Josephine,  born  January  9, 
1863,  died  April  5,  18C0;  Mary  Julia,  born 
December  18,  18Gi;  Josephine  E.,  born 
August  24,  1866 ;  Gemalinde  Christine,  born 
April  3,  1869;  Hans  Olaus,  born  September 
25,  1870 ;  Martin  Julius,  born  August  16, 


1872;  Edwin  Anton,  horn  September  25, 1874, 
Adolph  Ottoer,  born  June  26, 1876,  died  June 
8,  1877;  Adolph  Ottoer,born  April  8,1878; 
Nettie  Amanda,  born  July  3,  1880,  died  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1884;  Honry  Elvin,  born  August 
21,  1882;  and  Nettie  Amanda,  born  October 
6,1886.  Mr.  Hanson  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  all  public  affairs  and  has  held 
various  offices  of  trust  and  importance, 
including  those  of  scliool  director,  and 
clerk,  road  overseer,  pound  master  and 
others.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Norwegian  J^utheran  church.  Mr.  Hanson 
was  a  poor  man  Avhen  he  came  to  this 
country  but  has  been  very  successful  and 
has  a  comfortable  home  and  a  valuable  farm 
of  120  acres. 


^HARLES  W.  BUTTERFIELD.  proprie- 
-tor  of  the  hotel  and  the  oldest  resi- 
dent now  living  in  the  village  of  Greenleaf, 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  Me.,  on 
the  8th  of  May,  1836.  His  parents,  Francis 
and  Eliza  Eutteriield.wero  of  English  descent, 
though  natives  of  the  "Pine  Tree"  State. 
The  greater  part  of  Charles'  early  life  was 
spent  on.  his  father's  farm  and  doing  carpen- 
ter work,  yet  lie  was  engaged  at  various 
'times  in  the  pineries.  In  1854  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  E.  Beedy,  who  wsis  born  in 
Maine  1835.  Three  children  were  born  to 
them  —  Wilniot  B.,  who  is  mentioned  else- 
where at  length;  Ida  May,  now  Mrs.  W.  W. 
'Johnson,  of  Litchfield;  and  Edwin  B.,  a  resi- 
dent of  Dickinson,  Dakota.  Mrs.  Butterfield 
died  in  1801,  and  in  1862  Mr.  Butterfield 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  A.  Pineo. 
who  Avas  also  a  native  of  Maine. 

In  1865  Charles  W.  Butterfield,  our  sub- 
ject, came  West  and  settled  in  the  village  of 
Greenleaf,  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  Avhere 
he  still  lives.  He  purchased  farm  property 
in  Ellsworth  township,  but  his  residence  and 
business  interests  were  in  tlie  village.  For 
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one  3'ear  he  controlled  the  mail  route  from 
Minneapolis  to  Greenleaf  via  Watertown,  and 
he  at  present  has  the  route  from  Litchfield  to 
Hutchinson.  Mr.  Eutterfield_  is  a  Greenleaf 
man  in  the  strongest  sense  of  the  term.  He 
has  staid  by  the  village  through  all  its  vicis- 
situdes, and  to-day  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
being  its  oldest  inhabitant  in pointof  years  of 
residence.  He  has  held  various  township 
offices  and  is  ever  found  identified  Avith  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  -welfare  of  liis  adopted 
home.  Mr.  Butterfield's  name  appears  fre- 
quently in  the  pages  of  this  volume,  as  he  has 
been  prominently  connected  with  the  history 
of  the  village  in  -which  he  resides.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Golden  Fleece  lodge,  No.  89, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Litchfield. 

lg)ETER  BERGGREN.  a  respected  and 
intelligent  farmer  residing  on  section 
35,  Union  Grove  township,  is  a  son  of  Nels 
O.  and  Meta  Bergo-ren,  and  was  born  in 
Sweden  on  the  27tli  of  July,  1860.  His 
parents  brought  the  family  to  the  United 
States  in  18C8  and  made  their  -way  direct- 
ly to  Meelcer  county,  Minn.  They  first 
stopped  at  Grove  City,  and  the  fatlier  took 
a  homestead  near  there,  upon  which  they 
lived  for  five  years,  proving  uji  on  the  place, 
but  afterward  lost  it  on  a  mortgage,  having 
had  bad  luck  with  their  crops.  They  then 
settled  on  another  farm  where  they  lived 
tiiree  years,  but  the  grasshoppers  came  and 
destroyed  their  grain  and  they  lost  that 
farm.  In  ]\rar.ch,  18T9,  they  came  to  Uni»n 
Grovo  township  and  the  father  purchased 
200  acres  of  land  on  sections  35  and  3G, 
Avhere  the  family  still  reside.  The  father 
died  there  on  the  4th  of  September,  1879, 
and  the  mother  on  the  2d  of  Febl•uar3^ 
1888.  They  were  both  honest  and  industri- 
ous peojile  and  were  held  in  high  respect  by 
all  who  knew  them.    They  had  a  family  of 


eleven  children,  six  of  whoni  are  dead  and 
five  living.  The  living  children  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Peter,  born  July  27,  1860 ;  Ole,  born 
September  5,  1862;  Andrew,  born  July  17, 
1869 ;  William,  born  February  8, 1871 ;  and 
John,  born  July  16,  1875. 

Peter  has  charge  of  the  farm  and  is  a  suc- 
cessful and  industrious  young  man,  who  is 
certain  to  succeed  in  his  farming  operations. 
The  farm  is  well  stocked,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  valuable  in  the  township. 

-— •  "-*v*  *C^^?^"      ■    • — 

JOHN  FLYNN,  the  father  of  MiehaelJ. 
and  Daniel  Flynn,  Avas  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Meelcer  county,  arriving  here  on 
the  8th  of  July,  1856,  and  took  Government 
land  on  sections  22  and  23,  in  Forest  City 
township.  He  was  accompanied  at  that 
time  by  John  Whalen  and  family,  and  sev- 
eral others.  His  family  at  that  time  con- 
sisted of  himself  and  Avife ;  Mary  (noAV  Mrs. 
Daniel  Dougherty^  of  Harvey  township); 
Michael  J.  and  Daniel,  now  of  Litchfield; 
and  Elizabeth,  now  wife  of  Hon.  W.  M. 
Campbell,  United  States  Marshal  for  Minne- 
sota. Besides  these,  th6re  Avere  two  hired 
men  and  a  nephcAV  of  Mr.  Flynn.  The 
Flynn  family  started  from  CroAvn  Point, 
Lake  county,  Ind.,  about  the  12th  of  May, 
185G,  Avith  the  idea  of  finding  a  home  in 
loAva  or  Minnesota.  Their  outfit  consisted 
of  tAvo  covered  wagons,  Avith  tAvo  yoke  of 
oxen  hitched  to  each;  and  they  also  had 
twent3^-five  head  of  cows,  besides  quite  a  lot 
■  young  stock.  "When  they  reached  Dubuque 
and  learned  of  the  magnificent  country  in 
this  part  of  Minnesota,  the  father  decided  to 
iuA'cstigate,  and,  in.  company  with  John 
Whalen,  he  started  on  a  Mississippi  riA'er 
boat  for  St.  Anthony,  Avitli  the  under- 
standmg  that  the  family  should  meet  him 
upon^iis  return,  at  Eochester.  The  family 
accordingly  proceeded  Avith  the  teams  and 


stock,  arriving  at  the  appointed  place  four 
or  five  days  before  the  return  of  the  father. 
At  that  time  there  was  only  one  house  at 
Eochester-a  little  14x20  feet  log  cabin 
which  served  tlie  purpose  of  store,  hotel! 
saloon,  etc.  When  the  father  returned  he  told 
them  that  he  had  looked  over  Meeker  county 
and  had  decided  to  locate  here.   They  then 
started  north,  crossing  the  river  at  Monti- 
cello  on  the  4th  of  July,  having  to  swim  the 
stock,  finally  arriving  and  taking  up  land  in 
this  county,  as  above  stated.   Mr.  Flynn  at 
once  began  improvements  and  remained  ui>on 
the  farm  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  Juno, 
.  1859.   The  family  remained  there  until  the 
time  of  the  Indian  outbreak,  at  Avhich  time 
the  women  folks  went  to  Clearwater,  where 
they  remained  a  month  or  so.   The  boys 
remained  liere  or  returned  immediately  to 
get  in  their  crop  (for  it  was  harvest  time) 
and  participate  in  the  action  against  the 
Indians.     Their  house  was  not  molested  by 
the  redskins,  but  served  as  a  headquarters 
for  all  of  the  friends  and  neighbors  south 
and  west  of  them. 

John  Flynn  Avas  a  native  of  County  "Wa- 
terford,  Ireland,  born  in  1S05,  and  was  a 
gardener  by  profession  in  the  okl  country 
About  the  year  1830  he  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica ami  lived  for  some  time  at  Bufl'alo  N.  Y. 
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1834.  He  came  to  the  United  States  with 
his  mother  in  1867,  coming  to  Meeker 
county,  Minn.,  direct,  and  file°d  a  clai^f  on 
and  on  section  33.  He  later  sold  that  place 
and  now  owns  240  acres  on  sections  2G  and 
^7,  where  he  now  lives.  On  the  31st  of 
August,  18G1,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ellen 
|£Wiom,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Anna 
M^whoAvas  born  in  Sweden  August  20, 


whence  he  removed  to  Chicago.  In  the'lat- 
ter  city  he  married  Miss  Ann  Lynch  Fi-om 
there  he  moved  to  "Elgin,  111.,  where  he  set- 
tled on  a  farm.  lie  afterward  made  several 
removals  previous  to  coming  here,  and  was  at 
one  tune  engaged  in  contracting  on  the  Lake 
bhore  &  Michigan  Southern  railroad,  in  Indi- 
ana, just  before  starting  for  this  locality 


MELS  ELOFSON  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Swede  Grove  township.  He  is  a 
son  of  Elofson  and  Bertha  Andei-son.  and 
was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  14lh  of  June 


1841  Their  union  has  been  blesse.1  with 
t^ie  follo\ving  children-Etlward  N.,  born 

?«1  w?',^^^^'  l^o^-^iMaVch  21. 

1864,- William,  born  April  11,  18G6  ;  Betsy, 

187G,  and  Lred,  born  November  IS,  1880 
Edward  is  in  business  at  Grove  City  •  An- 
drew N.  is  foreman  in  a  store  at  Paynesville  ; 
and  Betsy  is  a  dressmaker    Litclifield  The 
other  children  are  at  home.   Mr.  Elofson 
earned  the  carpenter's  trade  before  he  left 
h.s  native  land.    The  first  work  hedid  in  tiie 
L/nited  States  was  in  that  line,  finishing  a 
house  for  a  Mr.  Yates  in  the  fall  of  1857 
Being  unable  to  speak  English,  Mr.  Elofson 
was  niade  to  undeistand  what  was  "l^K 
by  signs,  and  when  the  job  was  finished  ho 
received  his  pay  in  flour,  and  was  i)erfcctly 
satishcd. 

The  following  spring  he  had  hard  work  to 
find  einployment,  but  finally  about  si.v  miles 
below  St.  Paul,  he  got  a  job  of  digging  a  eel- 
lar,  laying  tlie  wall  and  foundation— his  first 
mason  work— and  building  the  house.  After 
hnishing  this  he  went  to  Carver  and  took 
charge  of  a  widow's  farm  for  about  a  year 
iinA  a  half,  when  he  again  returned  to  his 
claim,  but  soon  went  back  to  Carver  and  for 
a  lew  months  Avas  engaged  in  a  furniture 
s  lop.   After  his  marriage  he  returned  to  his 
•  claim  and  his  mother,  his  brother,  Peter,  and 
sister,  Betsy,  lived  with  him. 

Mr.  Elofson  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Indian  Avarfare  and  was  present  tlirouoh  all 
the  Indian  troubles.   On  (  he  17th  of  Am .  ust 
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1802,  a  meeting  of  some  of  the  settlers  was 
held  at  Mr.  Elofson's  house  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  three  men  to  fill  a  draft,  which  had 
been  made  on  the  town  of  Swede  Grove.  At 
about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  his  neighbor 
Monson's  children  came  and  informed  them 
that  the  Indians  were  about  and  they  were 
afraid  to  stay  there.  Upon  learning  this  Mr. 
Monson  and  Swan  kelson  went  over  to  see 
what  was  the  trouble  and  met  the  Indians, 
who  Avere  mounted,  on  the  way.  One  of  the 
red  skins  reached  down  and  caught  kelson 
by  the  Avhiskers  and  pointed  to  the  east,  but 
he  did  not  understand  what  they  meant. 
They  soon  arrived  at  Elofson's  and  the  latter 
found  that  he  was  acquainted  with  several 
of  the  party.  Tlie  Indians  would  not  talk 
English  but  stated  that  they  were  on  their 
way  to  tlie  "  Big  Woods  "  for  the  purpose  of 
killing  some  ChippoAvas,  tliat  had  been  kill- 
ing tlie  whites.  They  then  rode  off  and  soon 
met  an  aunt  of  Mr.  Elofson's  and  frightened 
her  by  brandishing  their  knives,  but  offered 
no  violence.  After  the  murder  of  the  Jones 
and  Uoker  families  the  news  of  the  outbreak 
spread,  very  rapidly,  and  in  the  evening  Mr. 
Elofson  and  JSTels  Ilanson  Avent  to  the  scene 
of  the  murder  Avhere  others  had  gathered 
before  their  arrival.  There  they  learned  the 
,  details  of  the  affair  and  Avere  told  to  come 
back  the  next  morning  and  help  bury  the 
dead,  AA'hich  they  did.  While  they  Avere  there 
nine  Indians  came  in  sight  and  several  shots 
were  exchanged,  but  no  one  Avas  hurt.  Mr. 
Elofson  then  returned  to  his  home  and  lielped 
to  start  his  own  and  all  neighboring  families 
for  Lake  Eipley  jnow  Litchfield);  while  he 
with  acouple  of  others  aAvaited  develoi)ments. 
On  the  22d  they  saAv  Indians  at  a  distance 
in  pursuit  of  Avhites  and  decided  that  it 
was  time  for  them  to  go  to  some  place  of 
safety.  Mr.  Elofson  learned  that  his  family 
had  gone  from  Lake  Eipley  to  Forest  City, 
then  Clearwater,  and  then  St.  Paul,  and 
knoAving  they  were  safe  he  returned  to 


Forest  City  and  participated  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  "  Home  Guards."  Mr.  Elofson 
Avas  also  at  Forest  City  at  the  time  it  was 
attacked  by  the  Indians,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  defense.  Mr.  Elofson  remained 
at  Forest  City  until  October,  Avhen,  he  in 
company  with  others,  started  out  in  search  of 
stock  and  found  considerable  of  it.  All  of 
the  houses  in  Grove  City,  had  been  burned 
except  two.  Not  having  heard  from  his 
wife  and  child  since  the  beginning  of  the 
outbreak,  and  not  knowing  Avhere  they  Avere, 
he  Avent  to  St.  Paul  to  look  them  up.  There 
he  met  a  friend  who  informed  him  that  they 
had  gone  to  his  Avife's  parents  at  Carver, 
Avhither  he  Avent,  and  remained  until  the  fol- 
loAving  spring.  He  then  Avorked  at  carpen- 
ter Avork  until  August,  when  he  removed  to 
Anoka.  In  February,  1864,  he  rented  the 
farm  Avhere  Litchfield  is  now  located,  and  re- 
mained there  until  fall,  when  he  bought  a 
house  at  Forest  City,  and  lived  there  until 
the  fallowing  spring,  then  returned  to  his 
farm,  and  has  since  made  this  liis  home.  In 
January,  1870,  he  Avent  to  Sweden,  and 
returned  the  folloAving  June,  bringing  300 
emigrants  Avith  him ;  he  was  the  first  post- 
master in  SAvede  Grove  township  and  held 
the  office  for  seven  years.  From  1872  to 
1876  he  Avas  in  the  agricultural  implement 
business.  He  jUso  spent  about  five  months 
in  the  employ  of  the  map  publishing  house 
of  Warner  &  Foote,.  Mr.  Elofson  is  a  demo- 
crat in  political,  matters,  and  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  all  matters  of  a  public 
nature.  He  has  held  various  offices,  includ- 
ing those  of  coroner,  chairman  of  supervisors, 
school  clerk,  etc. 

WIMOTHY  DUNN,  one  of  the  earhest 
settlers  of  Meeker  county,  made  a  pre- 
emption claim  on  a  part  of  section  3,  Darwin 
toAvnship,  in  July,  1856,  and  upon  that  same 
piece  of  land  makes  his  home  at  the  present. 
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He  was  a  native  of  Countj'  Tipperaiy,  Ire- 
land, who  had  come  to  the  free  shores  of 
America  in  184T,  landing  at  !New  York. 
After  a  few  days  spent  in  the  metropolis  of 
the  western  world,  he  went  up  the  Hudson 
river  to  Eondout,  New  York,  but  a  few 
weeks  later  came  westward  and  settled  at 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  he  labored  for  five 
years.  About  that  time  the  gold  excitement 
in  California  was  at  its  height,  and  Mr. 
Dunn,  then  a  young  and  vigorous  man, 
started  for  that  land  of  the  sunset  and 
passed  three  years  of  his  life  in  that  part  of 
our  country. 

Eeturning  to  the  "  States,"  as  it  was 
termed  in  those  days,  Mr.  Dunn  then  came 
to  Meeker  county,  as  stated  above.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Darwin  township, 
and,  it  is  believed,  plowed  the  firstfurrow  in 
that  part  of  the  county.  His  boy,  Edmund, 
who  died  in  1862,  was  the  firet  death  in  the 
township.  The  first  season  that  Mr.  Dunn 
was  here  he  planted  some  potatoes,  but  says 
that  the  grasshoppers  took  them  about  as 
fast  as  they  showed  above  the  ground. 

In  August,  18G2,  Mr.  Punn  was  assisting 
in  stacking  grain  at  the  Widow  Powers' 
place,  Avhen  he  heard  of  the  cowardly  mui-- 
ders  at  Acton  and  the  first  news  of  the 
Indian  outbreak.  Leaving  at  once,  he 
found,  on  reaching  his  own  place,  that  a 
notice  was  fastened  upon  the  door  of  his 
cabin,  warning  him  of  liis  danger,  and  that 
the  Indians  were  up  for  mischief.  He  ac- 
cordingly went  to  Forest  City,  and  from 
there  to  Kingston,  where  he  remained  some 
three  weeks.  Going  on,  finally,  to  Minne- 
apolis, he  tliere  remained  until  October  fol- 
lowing, when  he  returned  to  his  farm.  lie 
found  everything  destroyed  here,  and  had  to 
commence  forthwitli  to  rebuild  iiis  place 
as  from  the  very  beginning. 

Mr.  Dunn  was  married  July  4,  18C1,  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Deavey,  who  became  tlie 
mother  of  nine  children,  all  of  wliom  are 


dead  but  two.  The  family  are  devotedly 
attached  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and 
fulfill  their  proper  duties.  In  politics  Mr. 
Dunn  is  a  steady,  warm-hearted  democrat, 
and  a  good  citizen. 

^^OPHIA  C.  PRATT  is  postmistress  at 
"^^s)  Greenleaf  village,  and  also  carries  an 
extensive  stock  of  general  merchandise.  She 
is  a  native  of  Otsego  county,  N.  Y.  After 
receiving  a  thorougli  education,  attending 
school  in  New  Yorlc  and  Canada,  slie  be- 
gan teaching  school  and  followed  that  pro- 
fession for  some  time  in  Canada.  On  tlie 
17tlj  of  September,  1859,  she  came  to 
Meeker  county,  Minn.,  with  her  sister,  Eliza, 
the  father  having  arrived  here  on  the 
Cth  of  June,  1859,  they  being  among  the 
early  settlei-s,  and  she  resumed  her  vocation 
as  a  teacher  in  her  new  home.  Slie  was  one 
of  the  first  teachers  in  the  count)',  having 
held  one  term  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Cross,  at 
Cedar  Mills,  as  early  as  18G0.  She  was  paid 
by  subscription  and  "  boarded  round."  "When 
the  Indian  outbi-eak  occurred  she  Avas  teaciiing 
school  at  Gi'eenleaf  village.  At  an  early  day 
Miss  Pratt  clerked  for  W.  II.  Greenleaf.  On 
November  30,  1886,  Miss  Pratt  was  •  ap- 
pointed postmistress  at  Greenleaf  village,  the 
office  having  become  vacant  through  the 
resignation  of  her  brotlier  Ira,  and  since  that 
time  she  has  retained  tlie  position  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  all  the  patrons  of  the  office. 
Miss  Pratt's  connection  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  Greenleaf  has  been  an  active  one, 
and  she  is  prominently  identified  Avith  the 
histor}'  of  the  southern  part  of  the  county. 

BANIEL  FLYNN,.  of  Litchfield,  is  a 
son  of  John  Elynn,  who  has  already 
been  mentioned  in  tliis  department.  Daniel 
is  a  native  of  Elgin,  III.,  born  May  IS,  184^3, 
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and  came  to  Meeker  coimty,  with  his  parents, 
in  1856,  when  still  a  boy.  He  remained 
principally  with  the  family  xmtil  1873. 
During  the  Indian  troubles  tiie  family  was 
taken  to  Clearwater,  but  Daniel,  with  others, 
remained  to  figlit  the  redskins.  In  18T3, 
he  rented  out  the  old  homestead  and  came 
to  Litchfield.  The  following  year,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  Michael  J.,  he 
engaged  in  the  lumber  trade  and  in  the 
Avinter  of  ISTo-O,  they  took  up  agricultural 
implements.  Later  they  sold  out  their 
lumber  business  to  W.  II.  Greenleaf.  In 
1879  the  firm  purchased  the  Butler  elevator, 
and  since  that  time  have  carried  on  a  very 
extensive  business  in  grain  and  farm 
machinery.  During  the  season  of  1887  they 
handled  over  175,000  busiiels  of  wheat  alone. 
In  1884  Mr.  Flinn  was  elected  slierilT  of 
Meeker  county,  and  held  the  office  for  three 
years.  He  has  filled  various  otlicr  offices 
and  was  for  several  years  one  of  the  village 
aldermen,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  all  matters  affecting  the  Avelfare 
of  his  town  or  county. 

Mr.  Flynn  was  united  in  marriage,  Decem- 
ber 25,  1874:,' with  Miss  Mary  A.  McKamara. 
a  native  of  Jefferson  City,  Mo.  By  this 
union  there  have  been  born  a  family  of  eight 
children,  whose  names  are  respectively — 
John  Arthur,  Daniel,  Thomas,  Michael, 
Francis,  Louise,  Mary  and  Elizabeth. 

LE  AMUNDSON.  a  pioneer  of  Meeker 
county,  who  is  now  a  resident  of  sec- 
tion 29,  Litchfield  township,  is  a  native  of 
Norway,  born  April  9,  1823,  and  a  son  of 
Amund  and  Bertha  Ohristophdatter  Olson, 
both  of  whom  are  dead.  Ole  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1855,  arid  after  living  for  two  years  in 
Kock  county,  Wis.,  came  to  Meeker  county, 
Minn.,  arriving  here  in  July,  1857.  He  first 
selected  a  timber  claim  on  section  25,  Acton 


township,  and  lie  and  ISTels  Danielson  and' 
Amos  Nelson  Fosen  proved  up  on  their  land 
together  and  then  divided  it,  he  retaining 
one  forty-acre  tract  in  the  timber,  and  three 
forties  on  section  29,  in  what  is  now  Litch- 
field township.  After  the  close  of  the  war 
he  took  an  eighty-acre  homestead,  and  five 
years  later  built  the  house  on  section  29, 
where  he  now  lives. 

On  the  10th  of  October,  18C0,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Oline  Marie  Syvertsdatter,  who  was 
born  in  Norway  on  the  5th  of  February, 
1832,  and  who  died  on  the  27th  of  August, 
1883.  She  bore  him  seven  children — Albert, 
born  July  30,  1861.;  Betse,  born  January  4, 
1863;  Syvert,  born  October  20,  1864,  died 
October  6,  1865 ;  Syvert,  born  March  21, 
1866;  Johanne  Marie,  born  August  9, 1869 ; 
Carl,  born  September  3,  1871 ;  and  Olaven, 
born  October  3,  1873. 

At  the  time  of  tiie  Indian  outbreak  Mr. 
Amundson  was  living  on  his  original  claim. 
He  received  the  news  of  the  beginning  of 
the  massacre  from  Mrs.  Baker^  widow  of 
one  of  the  murdered  men,  and  another 
woman,  Avho  came  to  his  house  on  Sunday, 
August  17,  1862.  After  assisting  in  the 
burial  of  the  victims,  ho  removed  his  family 
to  Forest  City,  and  assisted  in  building  the 
stockade,  living  in  the  meanwhile  in  a  house 
just  outside  of  it.  "When  the  town  was  so 
suddenly  attacked  by  the  Indians,  he  lost  no 
time  in  gettmg  his  family  into  the  fort  for 
refuge.  When  the  danger  seemed  to  have 
passed,  he  and  several  others  went  to  Ever 
Jackson's  place  to  cradle  wheat,  taking 
Avith  them  Mrs.  Ever  Jackson  and  Mrs. 
Helena  Danielson,  to  keep  house  for  them. 
They  cradled  wheat  on  one  Saturday,  and 
on  Sunday  went  out  and  found  the  cattle, 
which  had  strayed  off,  and  drove  them  into 
the  yards.  That  night  they  noticed  that  the 
dogs  were  in  a  state  of  alarm  all  night,  and 
it  became  evident  that  Indians  were  prowl- 
ing around.    The  next  morning  Andrew 
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Olson  and  Nels  Danielsoii  went  over  to  the 
corrals  to  salt  the  cattle,  while  Mr.  Amund- 
son  and  Burger  Anderson  were  engaged  in 
grinding  their  cradles.  Presently  they 
heard  five  shots  fired,  and  taking  the  two 
women  Avith  them,  started  to  ran  for  their 
lives.  Finding  that  the  women  could  not 
hold  out,  they  secreted  them  in  a  thicket  and 
then  went  on  to  Forest  City.  The  next 
morning  they  returned  with  a  squad  of  men 
and  found  the  women  still  safely  hid,  but 
Olson  had  been  killed  and  scalped.  They 
"buried  him  on  the  spot,  but  his  remains  were 
subsequently  interred  in  the  ISfess  cemetery. 

In  the  spring,  after  the  outbreak,  Mr. 
Amundson  moved  his  family  back  to  his 
farm.  He  has  met  with  three  disasters 
since,  having  his  crops  destroyed  once  by  a 
hailstorm,  and  twice  by  the  grasshoppers ; 
but  his  untiring  energy  has  enabled  him  to 
overcome  all,  and  he  now  has  a  splendid 
farm  of  over  200  acres.  His  family  are 
members  of  the  _Ness_ Norwegian  Lutheran 
church,  and  he  is  sexton  of  the  cemetery. 
It  may  be  of  interest  to  state  in  this  connec- 
tion, that  the  State  monument  over  the  firet 
five  massacre  victims  is  located  in  this  burial 
ground. 

-      -  f>'j7tgas-i  -  - 

/^^RIN  B-.  VOSE,  the  present  township 
clerk  of  Union  Grove  township,  is  an 
enterprising  and  respected  farmer  residing 
on  section  22.  Mr.  Yose  was  born  in  Waldo 
county,  Maine,  .on  January  28, 1840,  and  is  a 
son  of  Edwin  and  Nancy  J.  (Oustis')  Yose.^ 
His  mother  died  when  hfe  was  eight  years 
old,  and  for  two  years  he  lived  with  Daniel 
Heriman,  near  Frankfort,  Maine.  He  then 
went  to'  Montville  and  lived. with  Samuel 
Dodge  for  four  years,  after  which  for  eight- 
een months  he  worked  for  Ames  SpraAvl. 
He  then  went  to  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he 
was  apprenticed  to  George  Eobinson,  to 


learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  remaining  with 
him  three  years.    He  then  worked  at  his 
trade  for  two  years,  when  he  had  a  serious 
fall  while  working  on  an  ice  house  at  Lin- 
field,  Mass.,   which   laid  him  up  for  six 
months.   "When  he  had  recovered  sufficiently 
from  his  injuries  he  found  employment  driv- 
ing the  horse  cars  between  Chelsea  and  Bos- 
ton, which  he  followed  for  a  year  and  a  half, 
lie  then  enlisted  in  Company  11,  Fiftieth 
Eegiment,  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry, 
for  nine  months'  service,  and  Avas  mustered  in 
on  the  29th  of  September,  18G2.     After  the 
expiration  of  iiis  term  of  service  he  Avas  mus- 
tered out  on  the  2ith  of  August,  1863.  lie 
then  Avent  back  to  the  horse  cai-s,  and  served 
as  conductor  on  the  line  between  Roxbury 
and  Boston  for  two  years  and  a  half.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to  Minnesota, 
and  for  one  summer  stopped  at  St.  Joseph, 
Stearns  county,"  In  the  fall  of  1866  he  came 
to  Meeker  county,  and  took  a  homestead  on 
section  22,  Union  Grove  toAvnship,  and  soon 
afterward  spent  two  and  a  half  months  in  the 
pineries.   He  then  settled  on  his  homestead, 
building  a  log  cabin,  but  two  months  later 
took  his  family  to  St.  Joseph,  Stearns  county, 
and  remained  there  four  months.    He  then 
settled  again  upon  his  homestead  and  has 
since  lived  here,  Avith  the  exception  of  one 
year  spent  in  California. 

Mr.  Yose  was  married  on  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1864,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Merrill,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Wilson)  Merrill, 
Avho  Avas  born  April  2, 1848.  Their  marriage 
has  been  blessed  Avith  one  child — Bessie  Lynn 
Yose,  who  Avas  born  September  17,  1881. 
Mrs.  Yose  lost  one  brother,  Charles  F.,  in  the 
first  battle  of  Bull  Bun.  She  has  three  sisters 
living  in  Minnesota,  and  one  in  Maine, 
besides  one  brother  in  !J[aine  dnd  one  in 
Ohio.  Mr  Yose  lost  one  brotiJier,  Edwin,  in 
the  battle  at  Petersburg. 

Mr.  Yose  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  has  been  closely  identified 
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with  official  business  of  the  township.  He 
has  held  various  offices,  including  the  follow- 
ing: supervisor,  one  year;  constable,  eight 
years ;  school  clerk  ten  years,  and  town  clerk 
since  1884. 

JTAMES  peter  berg,  of  Acton  township, 
^  is  a  native  of  Denmark,  and  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  December,  1844.   His  parents 
were  Hans  Peter  and  MaryJBerg ;  the  father 
died  in  Denmark  in  18Y0  and  the  mother 
is  still  living  in  his  native  land.  James 
Peter  came  to  the  United  States  in  1865, 
and  first  stopped  at  Chicago,  where  he  was 
employed  in  a  lumber  yard  for  several  weeks. 
He  then  went  to  Dakota  county,  Minn, 
where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1867, 
and  then  settled  in  Acton  township.  Meeker 
county,  having  i)revious  to  this  time  taken  a 
homestead  on  section  34,  in  that  township, 
where  lie  still  lives.    He  was  a  poor  man 
when  he  came  to  America,  in  fact  was 
almost  penniless,  but  by  thrift  and  economy 
ho  has  accumulated  a  iine  property.  He 
now  has  1T2  acres  of  land  and  a  great  deal 
of  it  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  -  He 
has  excellent  farm  buildings,  an  abundance 
of  fai'm  machinery,  and  has  considerable 
valuable  stock  gathered  about  him. 

Mr._Berg_  was  married  on  the  23d  of 
October,  1869,  to  Miss  Helena  Sophia  Maria 
Thompson,  a  native  of  Denmark,  born  April 
10,  1850.  She  came  to  Meeker  county,  in 
1869,  with  Nels  K.  Brown  and  worked  for 
different  parties  until  lier  marriage.  Her 
parents  came  to  tlie  United  States  in  1877 
and  are  now  living  in  Big  Stone  county, 
Minn.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs..  Berg 
has  been  blessed  witli  the  following  named 
children :  Hansina  Maria,  born  October  12, 
1870 ;  Thomas,  born  March  27,  1873 ;  Karo- 
line,  born  June  13,  1875;  Jennie  Sophia, 
born  February  13, 1878  ;  Hans  Peter,  born 


June  15,  1880;  Dagmar  Anneta,  born  Febru- 
ary 13,  1883;  and  Eose  Marinda,  born 
August  15,  1885.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  church.  In 
political  matters,  Mr.  Berg  acts  independent 
of  party  lines  or  party  ties. 

1^  EUBEN  S.   HERSHEY.  proprietor  of 
the    "Fairview  Stock  and  Dairy 
Farm,"  in  Greenleaf  township,  is  a  lineal 
descendant  of  the  Swiss  Mennonites  of  that 
name  who  first  settled  in  Lancaster  county. 
Pa.,  in  1719.   Eeuben  Hershey  was  born  in 
Lancaster  county,  and  was  reared  on  the 
farm  with  his  parents,  Martin  and  Elizabeth 
Hershey.   After  reaching  manhood  he  was 
engaged  for  a  time  in  the  forwarding  and 
commission  business,  and  in  1872  he  came 
to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  arid  bought  his 
present  farm  property  in  Greenleaf  town- 
shij).    In  1873  he  purchased  the  James  H. 
Morris  interest  in  the  Litchfield  flouring 
mills,  retaining  the  interest  about  three 
years,  remodeling  the  mill  and  giving  it  a 
reputation  second  to  none  in  this  part  of 
the  State.   After  his  retirement  from  the 
milling  business,  he  began  devoting  all  his 
time,  energy  and  talents  to  the  stock  and 
dairy  business.and  the  improvement  of  his 
beautiful  farm  home.   The  farm  consists  of 
about  1,000  acres,  but  a  goodly  portion  is 
tenanted,  Mr.  Hershey's  attention  being  for 
the  most  part  given  to  his  stock  and  dairy 
interests.    He  operates  a  dairy  on  the  place, 
the  butter  of  which  always  commands  an 
advance  in  price  over  the  best  creamery  but- 
ter generally  on  the  market.   Mr.  Hershey 
has  in  the  past  suffered  some  heavy  losses 
through  grasshopper  ravages  and  hailstorms, 
yet  he  has  taken  but  few  backward  steps, 
and  to-day  "  Fairview"  is  justly  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  most  valuable 
farms  in  this  portion  of  Minnesota. 


MEEKER  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


235 


JOHN  ESBJORNSSON.is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  lumber  meroKants,  and  is  also 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Litchfield.  He 
arrived  at  Litchfield  on  the  28th  of  June, 
1869,  coming  as  far  as  Smith  Lake,  then  the 
end  of  the  railroad,  on  a  train,  and  walking 
from  there  to  Litchfield.  At  that  time  the 
site  of  the  village  only  contained  one  black- 
smith shop,  and  the  site  of  the  present  depot 
was  covered  with  0  wheatfield. 
•  In  August,  1869,  in  company  with  0.  Peter- 
son, he  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade,  start- 
ing the  first  lumber  yard  in  the  village.  The 
following  winter  the  .firm  was  dissolved,  and 
Mr.  Esbiornsson  engaged  in  the  wheat  trade. 
This  he  followed  until  the  fall  of  1887.  In 
1876  he  bought  out  S.  W.  Leavitt's  lumber 
yard,  and  has  since  continued  m  that  busi- 
ness, handling  sash,  doors,  blinds  and  every- 
thing pertaining  to  that  line  of  trade.  Mr. 
Esbiornsson  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
public  matters,  has  been  elected  alderman  a 
number  of  times,  and  at  present  is  the  mayor 
of  the  village,  having  been  elected  to  that 
position  in  the  spring  of  1888.  . 

Mr.  Esbiornsson  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
where  he  was  born  January  30,  1845.  His 
younger  days  were  spent  upon  a  farm,  and 
his  earlier  education  was  that  afforded  by 
common  schools,  but  when  he  was  twenty- 
two  he  took  a  course  in  an  agricultural  col- 
lege. Shortly  after  this  he  decided  to  come 
to  America,  and  from  that  time  until  his  emi- 
gration, in  1869,  he  devoted  his  time  to  edu- 
cating himself  in  the  English  language.  He 
was  married  in  1879  to  Miss  Eureca  A.  llo- 
senquist,  of  Meeker  county. 

JOHN  A.  QUICK.,  one  of  the  energetic 
citizens  of  Collinwood  township,  is 
engaged  in  carrying  on  farming  operations 
on  lot  5,  section  20.  He  is  the  son  of  Elijah 
and  Phoebe  (Olark)  Quick^  and  was  born 


in  Grayson  county,  Ky.,  August  24-,  1838, 
but  Avhen  he  Avas  about  a  year  old  his  parents 
emigrated   to   Perry  county,  Ind.,  AVhere 
they  died.    Our  subject  worked  at  home  on 
his  father's  farm,  and  his  educational  facili- 
ties were  extremely  limited.   He  obtained 
but  five  months'  attendance  upon  a  subscrip- 
tion school,  but  diligent  study  and  an 
extended  course  of  reading  have  given  him 
an  excellent  education,  which  is  altogetlier 
self-acquired.    On  attaining  his  majority  he 
went"  back  to  Kentucky,  and  for  several 
years  was  employed  in  various  laborious  busi- 
nesses.  He  finally  returned  to  Indiana  and 
rented  a  piece  of  land  and  put  in  a  croj). 
While  here,  June  29, 1862,  he  Avas  Avedded 
to  Miss  Margaret  Waggoner,  who  was  born 
in  Frankfort,  Germany,  February  27,  1811, 
and  daughter  of  AVilliani  and  Elizabeth 
(Ilaydenei:)  Waggoner.   He  then  purchased 
the  homestead  of  his  mother,  and  carried  on 
farming  until  December,  1863,  Avhen  he 
enlisted  in  Company  L,  Thirteenth  Indiana 
Cavalry,  and  participated  in  the  engage- 
ments at'Huntsvillo,  Murfreesboro,  Franklin, 
Nashville  and  Mobile,  and  in  many  of  the 
raids,  skirmishes  and  expeditions.   For  over 
thirty-seven  days  they  were  in  the  saddle 
constantly  on  one  raiil,  and  they  had  several 
of  them.   He  was  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice,  as  blacksmith,  in  December,  1865, 
and  for  a  short  time  after  followed  that 
trade  in  Indiana.    He  then  sold  out  and 
came  to  Minnesota,  settling  in  McLeod 
county  in  1866,  Avhere  he  lived  two  years 
and  then  came  to  Meeker  county.    He  has 
held  various  toA\'nsliip  offices,  and  also  that 
of  notary  public  and  county  coroner.  Ho 
taught  school  somewhat  after  coming  here, 
and  holds  two  teacher's  certificates  now.  He 
is  a  zealous  Methodist  in  religion,  a  licensed 
exhorter  and  has  held  the  ofiice  of  church 
steward  and  class-leatlcr  for  several  years. 
He  is  the  parent  of  the  following  cliildren— 
Lucy  Jane,  who  was  boi'n  October  2,  1803, 
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but  (lied  July  4,  ISGi;  Mary  Magdalene, 
born  September  25,  1SG7,  now  Mrs.  Herbert 
Quicks  of  Fort  liiple^--,  ]\rorrison  county,  tiiis 
State,  her  marria'ge  having  taken  ]ilace 
November  18, 18SC,  and  she  is  the  mother  of 
one  cliild,  Ernest  Clyde,  born  March  18, 
1888;  Andrew  Jackson,  born  March  31, 
1809,  died  January  4,  1873;  Rebecca  Jane, 
born  August  14,  1871,  died  the  following  Oc- 
tober 20 ;  Sai-ali  Elizabeth,  born  February  24, 
1870;  Phoebe  Catherine,  born  August  6, 
1878 ;  and  Effie  J osephine,  born  July  10, 1881. 

Ilw  Quick  has  the  reputation  of  making 
the  best  syi-up  manufjictured  in  Meeker  and 
JIcLeod  counties.  He  began  the  manufacture 
C»f  a>,ine  syrup  in  1884  and  has  continued  it 
ever  since.  lie  lias  one  of  Cook's  improved 
evaporators  and  other  necessary  machinery, 
and' with  his  skill  and  jnanagement  his  pro- 
ducts in  this  line  are  second  to  none  manu- 
factured in  the  State.  In  tht;  fall  of  1884  he 
made  over  000  gallons,  12  pounds  to  the  gal- 
lon ;  in  tlie  fall  of  1885,  1,000  gallons,  weigh- 
ing from  12  to  13  pounds  to  the  gallon ;  and 
in  the  fall  of  1880  about  1,200  gallons  of  the 
same  weight.  In  the  fall  of  1887  he  only 
manufactured  about  000  gallons,  as  his  work 
was  delayed  on  account  of  sickness. 



lp)ATRICK  CASEY,  Prominent  among 
J!?~  the  old  pioneers  of  Meeker  county 
tiiat  still  remain  here  is  the  gentleman  whose 
name  lieads  this  personal  memoir.  He, is  a 
native  of  County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  was 
born  in  March,  1810,  being  baptized  on  the 
12th  of  that  month.  He  was  reared  in  the 
Emerald  Isle  and  there  made  his  liome  until 
the  sad  and  eventful  year  of  1848,  when, 
with  a  laudable  desire  to  better  his  condition, 
he  came  to  this  country,  landing  at  the  port 
of  New  York  on  the  22d  of  January,  1849. 
After  a  short  stay  in  the  metropolis  he 
removed  to  Allegheny  county.  Pa.,  where  he 


remained  sojne  six  years,  and  where  he  was 
married  July  8,  1851,  to  Miss  Hannorah 
McRaitli.  Leaving  the  "Keystone  State"  in  the 
spring  of  1850,  he  ckme  west  to  Manitowoc, 
"Wis.,  and  from  there  by  way  of  Chicago,  to 
Dubuque,  loAVa,  and  from  there  by  steam- 
boat to  St.  Paul.  There  he  met  Captain  . 
Hayden,  with  his  corps  of  surveyors,  "William 
and  Michael  O'Brien  and  Patrick  Condon, 
and  the  whole  party,  in  ^he  mon'th  of  May 
started  in  a  bee  line  for  Meeker  county. 
AVith  them  was  one  ox  team,  the  wagon 
being  loaded  with  four  barrels  of  flour 
belonging  to  Hayden.  On  the  1st  of  June, 
tlie  little  party  struck  the  Big  "Woods  and 
for  sixteen  days  they  struggled  through  the 
thirty-five  miles  that  lay  between  them  and 
their  destination,  reaching  Kingston  on 
the  10th  of  June,  1850.  Tw.o  days  later  Mr. 
Casey  took  his  claim  on  section  33,  Darwin 
toAvnship,  where  he' now  lives,  and  which 
has  been  his  home  ever  since,  except  during 
the  Indian  troubles. 

Putting  up  a  cabin  for  himself  and  assist- 
ing the  otjiers  to  do  the  same,  he  paid  Cap- 
tain Hayden  thirty-five  to  dollars  plow  up 
an  acre  of  ground  for  him,  so  that  he  could 
hold  the  claim.  He  then  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  had  left  his  family,  but 
hearing  that  his  claim  had  been  "jumped," 
he  returned  to  -his  land  and  found  that  Cap- 
tain  Ilayden's  brother  in-law  had  laid  claim 
to  the  land,  but  no  one  was  occupying  it  at 
the  time.  He  took  up  his  residence  in  his 
humble  cabin  to  guard  the  place,  but  found 
no  trouble.  He  and  Patrick  Condon 
"batched  "in  Condon's  shanty,  Where  they 
had  plenty  of  provisions,  and  spent  that  win- 
ter. In  the  spring  Mr._  Casey  sent  for  his 
family,  and  waited  in  St.  Paul  for  them.  On 
their  arrival  he  brought  his  wife  and  three 
children  to  this  county,  they  arriving  here 
May  9, 1857.  That  year  he  raised  but  a  few 
potatoes,  and  in  1858  he  bought  a  few  bush- 
els of  wheat,  which  he  sowed  and  had  to 
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thrash  with  a  flail,    From  a  bushel  and  a" 
half,  which  he  sowed  upon  an  acre  of  ground 
which  he  broke,  he  harvested  over  forty 
bushels. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  August, 
1862,  our  subject  heard  of  the  Indian  out- 
break that  had  commenced  that  clay,  and 
immediately  took  his  family  to  Forest  City, 
and  two  days  later  to  Clearwater,  stopping 
several  times  on  his  way,  and  from  the  last 
place  sent  the  family  on  to  Minneapolis,  and 
returned  to  look  after  the  stock.  He  found 
all  in  good  shape  but  one  steer,  and  gathering 
them  together,  drove  off  some  twenty -seven 
head,  leaving  six  cows  with  John  Feiffer  to 
keep  for  him.  Going  to  Minneapolis,  he  did 
not  return  here  until  the  spring  of  1865, 
when  he  again  took  up  his  abode  on  his  farm. 
He  got  about  $300  from  the  State  to  indem- 
nify him  for  his  losses,  Avhich  helped  give  him 
a  new  start. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oasey  are  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  the  following  is  the 
record  —  Bridget,  born  April  16, 1853 ;  Mary, 
whose  birth  took  place  August  31, 1851 ;  Pat- 
rick, born  April  18,  1856 ;  Daniel,  born  April 
3,  1858;  John,  born  March  2i,  1861;  Ed- 
mund, born  December  24,  1862 ;  Margaret, 
born  August  20, 1865 ;  Thomas,  born  Janu- 
ary 20,  1867 ;  Ellen,  born  February  3,  1869 ; 
Hannorah,  born  June  27, 1870 ;  Joanna,  born 
May  14, 1872 ;  and  James,  born  February  9, 
1874. 

The  family  are  devout  members  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church.  Mr.  Casey:  is  in 
politics  a  democrat,  and  has  hold  the  offices 
of  chairman  of  the  town  board  and  town 
treasurer. 


"ILS  DANrELSON,  deceased,  was  a 
respected  citizen  and  an  old  settler 
in  the  western  part  of  the  county.  The 
township  of  Danielson  was  so  named  in 
honor  of  him.    He  came  to  this  countr}' 


with  his  parents  in  1855,  and  first  settled  in 
Eock  county.  Wis.  Tliey  moved  from  there 
to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  in  1857,  in  com- 
pany with  Kittel  Haraldson.  Ole  Amundson 
and  Gilbert  Zackson.  They  iirst  settled  in 
tiie  town  of  Acton,  and,  in  1863,  Nils 
Danielson  took  his  homestead  on  section  2, 
town  of  Danielson,  and  was  the  first  settler 
in  the  township,  and  the  town  was  afterward 
named  in  honor  of  him.  NilsDanielson  died 
in  1869,  Tlie  widow  and  six  children 
survive  him,  all  living  in  this  county.  There 
are  four  boys  and  two  girls ;  the  eldest,  Helen, 
is  married  to  E.  Evenson,  of  the  town  of 
Greenleaf :  the  next  eldest,  Mary,  is  married 
to  Qle  K.  Nelson,  of  the  town  of  Danielson. 
Tiien  comes  D.  N.  Danielson,  Avho  is 
mentioned  elsewhere.  The  next  eldest  is 
Henry,  who  is  married,  and  lives  in  the  town 
of  Cedar  Mills.  The  next  is  Hans,  who  is  a 
single  man,  and  lives  with  Daniel.  The 
youngest,  Anthony,  also  single,  lives  on  the 
old  homestead  with  his  mother. 

As  will  be  seen,  the  family  were  here  at 
the  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak.  The  father 
took  an  active  part  in  tlie  whole  of  it ;  was 
one  of  the  band  who  went  on  the  night 
of  the  17th  of  August  to  Acton,  where  Jones. 
IBaker  and  the  others  were  murdered.  Nils 
Danielson  started  out  in  company  with 
Andrew  Olson,  to  their  respective  farms,  on 
the  morning  when  Olson  was  shot  by  the 
Indians,  and  tlie  two  were  only  about  lU'ty 
rods  apart  when  Olson  fell. 



TEETER  JOHNSON;  Among  the  citizens 
Jp^  of  Meeker  county  who  owe  tiioir  pres- 
ent adequate  fortunes  entirely  to  their  own 
ability  and  labor,  there  is  probably  none  more 
widely  or  more  favorably  known  than  the  gen- 
tleman whoso  name  heads  this  sketch.  lie  is 
a  resident  of  the  village  of  Dassel,  where  he 
has  large  interests,  prominent  among  which 
are  his  loan  and  real  estate  business,  a  hini- 
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ber  yard,  his  connection  with  tlie  woolen 
mill,  and,  greatest  of  all,  the  Tile  Stove  Man- 
ufactory, the  product  of  which  is  destined  to 
supersede,  to  some  extent  in  this  country, 
the  old,  unsigiitly  iron  stoves  of  the  present. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born 
December  .'13,  184:0,  and  the  son  of  Maria 
and  John  Olson,  of  Ooilinwood  township. 
When  a  young  man  he  learned  the  tailor's 
trade,  and  followed  that  avocation  in  his 
native  land  until  1804.    Perceiving  the 
impossibility  of  acquiring  any  start  in  life  in 
that  country,  he  determined  to  seek  in  the 
New  World  the  fortune  denied  him  at  home, 
and  accordingly  crossed  the  stormy  Atlantic,'' 
and  coming  directly  west,  ^vorked  at  his 
trade  in  Oiiicago,  111.,  Memphis,  Tonn.,  and 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  remaining  in  the  latter  city 
until  18CT.    Leaving  there,  that  year,  he 
traveled  on  foot  to  see  the  country,  and  on 
his  arrival  in  Collinwood  township,  this 
county,  took  nj)  a  homestead  on  section  12, 
and  commenced  its  improvement.   He  lived 
upon  this  place,  engaged  in  the  avocation 
of  a  farmer,  until  1878,  wlien  he  sold  out, 
and  removed  to  Dassell,  and  opened  his  loan 
and  real  estate  oilice.    From  this  time  on  he 
has  been  identiiied  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  town  and  county,  and 
has  grown  in  wealth  and  influence  with  them, 
and  to-day  is  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  all 
enterprises  that  advance  the  interests  or 
property  of  Dassell. 

Mr.  Johnson,  while  a  resident  of  St.  Paul, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Johanna 
Swanson,a  native  of  Sweden.  The  ceremony 
which  united  them  took  i)lace  May  28,  1868 


in  the  German  Lutheran  churcii,  tlien  on 
Ninth  street. 

No  one  citizen  has  been  more  prominently 
identiiied  with  the  growth  and  development 
of  the  eastern  part  of  Meeker  county,  than 
lias  Mr.  Johnson,  and  every  enterprise,  cal- 
culated to  benefit  either  town  or  county,  has 
always  received  his  hearty  aid  and  encour- 


agement. He  is  a  man  of  the  strictest  honor 
and  integrity,  and  justly  merits  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held.  He  takes  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  political  matters,  being  a 
staunch  Eepublican,  and  is  one  of  the  leaders 
of  that  party  in  the  locality  in  which  he  lives, 
and  as  such  is  well  known  throughout  this 
I  part  of  the  State.  Mr.  Johnson  was  one  of 
the  delegates  from  this  congressional  district, . 
in  1888,  to  the  national  convention  at  Chica- 
go. A  portrait  of  him  will  be  found  else- 
Avhere  in  this  Album. 

^ROVE  CITY  can  boast  of  as  fine  a 
class  of  business  men  as  any  town 
of  its  size  in  Minnesota,  and  prominent 
among  them  is  0.  0.  Eeitan,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.   He,  like  many  of  the  citizens 
of  the  State,  is  a  native  of  Norway,  born 
March  21,  1849,  and  a  son  of  Clement  and 
Anna  Reitan.   Eeared  in  his  native  land;  he 
there  received  the  elements  of  his  education, 
and  remained  there  until  1870,  when,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  he  crossed  the  ocean  to 
the  New  World,  to  hew  out  his  own  fortune, 
bringing  with  him  the  honesty  of  purpose, 
the  perseverance  and  the  thrift  so  common 
to  his  countrymen.   He  came  direct  to  Min- 
nesota on  his  arrival  on  Columbia's  shore, 
and  locating  in  Eice  county,  near  Northfield', 
worked  for  a 'farmer  there  for  some  four 
years.   Ho  then  went  to  Minneapolis,  and  . 
for  nearly  as  long  a  period  was  employed  as 
a.  clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  .A.  0. 
TTaugen.   A  trip  to  his  native  land  at  the 
close  of  that  engagement  followed;  and 
while  there  was  united  in  marriage,  July 
10, 1877,  with  Miss  Karen  JOaseth^  the  sister 
of  Mrs.  A.  0.  Haugen.  the  cashier  of  the 
Scandia  Bank  of  Minneapolis.    She  was 
born  September  19,  1852.'  He,  with  his 
young  wife,  returned  to  this  country,  arriv- 
ing in  Minneapolis  on  the  13th  of  August, 
1879.   Resuming  his  old  place  with  Mr! 
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Haugen,  he  remained  until  November  fol- 
lowing, when  he  came  to  Grove  City  and 
opened  a  general  merchandise  store  in  con- 
nection with  Mr.  Haugen.  This  partnership 
lasted  three  years,  and  then  he  purchased 
the  interest  of  his  partner.  Two  years  later 
John  Christensen  became  a  member  of  tlie 
firm,  and  the  business  is  still  carried  on  by 
them.  Their  building  is  a  very  fine  one 
and  weU  filled  with  a  well  assorted  stock  of 
goods.  The  firm  built  an  elevator  of  50,000 
bushels  capacity,  which  they  also  operated 
for  two  years,  after  which  they  sold  it  to 
the  Northwestern  Elevator  Co.  In  1885 
Mr.  Reitan'made  another  trip  to  Europe  for 
his  health,  during  which  he  visited  Eng- 
land, France,  Belgium,  Germany,  Norway 
and  Sweden.  His  parents  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1887,  and  now  make  their 
home  with  him. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reitan  are  the  parent^  of 
five  children,  of  whom  the  following  is  the 
record — Conrad  Ulfred  0.,  born  June  17, 
1879;  Louis,  born  April  17,  1881;  Gustaf 
Arthur,  born  July  19,  1883 ;,  Ludwig 
Christian,  born  June  30,  1885 ;  and  Beatha 
Susanna,  born  October  20, 1886. 

TEETER  KEILTY,  a  highly  respected 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 28,  Forest  TPrairie  township,  was  born  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  20th  of  September, 
1847,  and  is  the  son  of  .'William  and  Bridget 
Jgeilt^who  were  natives  of  Ireland.  The 
family  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  the 
township,  the  father  having  cut  his  own  road 
to  his  homestead  on  section  34,  which  he 
took  in  1864.  The  parents  lived  here  for 
many  years,  then  went  to  Kansas,  but  re- 
turned, and  are  now  living  in  the  township. 

Peter  Keilty  spent  his  school  days,  receiv- 
ing a  good  education,  in  Kentucky  and  Illi- 
nois, his  parents  having  removed  to  the  latter 


State  in  1863.  They  remained  there  for  sev- 
eral years,  one  of  wliich  was  spent  in  tliecity 
of  Cliicago,  and  they  then  went  to  Berrien 
county,  Mich.,  Avhere  tliey  remained  until 
coming  to  Meeker  county,  Mi;in.,  in  ISGG. 
The  most  of  tlie  life  of  our  subject  has  been 
devoted  to  farming,  although  tliere  have 
been  some  exceptions.  For  two  years  lie 
was  on  the  Nortiiern  Pacific  Railroad  as  a 
cook,  and  he  also  spent  some  time  in  lumber- 
ing,   lie  also  for  some  time  was  in  Colorado. 

Mr.  Keilty  was  married  at  Forest  City  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1S83,  to  Miss  Gertrude 
Thissen.  a  native  of  Minnesota  and  a  daughter 
of  Peter  Thissen,  a  farmer  of  Forest  Prairie 
township.  Tiieir  marriage  lias  been  blessed 
with  two  children,  named  Josie  and  Bernard. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Keilty  affiliates 
with  the  republican  party.  Tlie  family  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  lie  has  a 
comfortable  home  and  good  farm,  and  de- 
votes his  time  and  attention  to  stock-raising 
and  to  diversified  farming. ' 

— — -^-i^^^'  ■<*•  • 

1|a  EANDER  L.  WAKEFIELD.  One  of  the 
11^  first  pioneers  of  Meeker  county,  and 
one  who  has  always  been  identified  with  its 
interests,  is  the  gentleman  named  above,  who 
first  made  his  appearance  iiere  in  November, 
1856,  and  settled  upon  section  IS,  Forest  City 
township.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  the 
village  of  Forest  City,  the  old  county  seat, 
-whose  glory  has  departed  since  the  incep- 
tion of  Litchfield. 

Mr.  Wakefield  is  a  native  of  tlie  town  of 
Gardiner,  Kennebec  county.  Me.,  born  Octo- 
ber 22,  1833. 

He  received  his  education,  and  was  reared 
in  the  "  Old  Pine  Tree  State,"  and  as  he 
grew  to  manhood  engaged  in  lumbering  in 
that  locality,  and  followed  that  business  until 
some  twenty-three  years  of  age,  when  he 
came  to  Minnesota,  and  Meeker  county. 
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He  {uIo})te(l  farming  on  coming  here,  which 
hasbecn  iiis  cliief  occupation  ever  since,  lie 
has  filled  several  of  the  town  offices,  the 
chief  ones  being  those  of  su2)ervisor  and  con- 
stable. He  isalways  interested  in  educational 
matters,  being  for  several  years  a  member  of 
the  school  board. 

Our  subject  has  been  twice  married,  the 
fn-st  time  to  ]\[iss  Lois  Sturtevant,  also  a 
native  of  Maine,  wlio  died  August  2G,  1876, 
leaving  seven  children— AVilliam  Edwin,  who 
married  Miss  Addle  Teters,  and  is  living  in 
Forest  City ;  Theron  A.,  who  married  Miss 
Flora  Taylor,  and  lives  in  Litchfield ;  Sarah 
R.,  Mrs.  Setli  Burclick,  living  in  Forest  City; 
Mary  E.,  John  E.,  Luella  L.,  and  Leander  L. 
April  15,  1878,  ]\[r.  Wakefield  contracted  a 
second  matrimonial  alliance,"  with  Mrs.  Euth 
E.  Smith,  a  native  of  the  State  of  ]\[aine. 

During  the  Indian  outbreak  Mr.  Wake- 
field liad  quite  an  experience.  He  and  Will- 
iamj^larblc  had  engaged  to  take  a  quantity 
of  flour  from  Forest  City  to  the  Yellow 
Medicine  Agency,  and  when  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  Minnesota  river  and  eight  miles 
below  the  agency,  cami)ed  for  tlie  night, 
sleeping  under  their  wagons. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  they 
wore  awakened  Ijy  two  Frenchmen  who  had 
fortunately  escaped  the  murderous  Sioux  at 
the  agency  and  on  account  of  the  dense  fog 
had  lost  their  way.  From  the  Frenchman's 
limited  knowledge  of  the  English  language 
they  were  unable  to  learn  the  particulars, 
and  determined  to  investigate  the  matter. 
They  yoked  the  oxen,  intending  to  ])roceedto 
the  ferry,  then  in  charge  of  a  Mr.  Brown. 
When  on  their  way  to  the  ferry  their  atten- 
tion was  attracteil  b}"^  two  horsemen,  riding 
at  a  rapid  rate.  On  noticing  the  teams  the 
horsemen  turned  out  of  their  course,  accosted 
Mr.  Wakefiekl  and  Mr.  Marble,  saying, 
"Turn  back,  if  you  want  to  save  your  scalps  • 
the  Indians  arekilling  the  whites  at  sight,  at 


the  agency."  After  giving  this  information 
they  ^continued  their  flight  to  the  lower 
agency.  Within  an  hour  they  were  captured 
b^  the  Indians. 

Providentially,  one  of  the  men,  Mr.  Blair, 
escaped  through  the  mercy  of  some  friendly 
Indians.  The  fate  of  the  other  was  unknown. 
Obeying  the  order  given,  Mr.  Wakefield  and 
Mr.  Marble  turned  back,  down  to  a  ravine, 
unloaded  their  flour  and  started  toward 
Forest  City,  traveling  the  distance  of  seventy 
miles  in  twenty-four  hours.  Finding  his 
house  deserted,  his  family  having  gone  away 
for  safety,  he  proceeded  to  the  village. 
After  caring  for  his  family,  he  rolled  himself 
in  his  blanket  and  slept  for  nearly  forty- 
eight  houi-s.  He  then  was  employed  by 
J udson  A.  Stanton  to  take  the  merchandise 
out  of  his  store  to  Minneapolis,  and  then 
joined  his  family. 


ELSON  J.  MARCH  is  a  native  of  Ack- 
worth,  Sullivan  "county,  K  H.,  and 
was  born  in  1828.  He  is  a  son  of  George  and 
Hannah  (Nelson)  March,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Londonderry,  N.  IL,  and  the 
latter  in  Georgetown,  Mass.  '  They  were 
married  in  1808  and  a  year  later  settled  in 
Ackworth,  where  they  spent  the  balance  of 
their  days,  Mr.. March  dvinp  about  the  first 
of  tlie  year  1832,  and  his  widow  in  1850. 

Nelson  J.  remained  at  home  with  his  par-  ' 
ents  until  he  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age, 
at  which  time  he  went  to  Boston,  where  he 
spent  some  six  yeai-s.  From  there  he  re- 
moved to  New  York  city,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  1852,  in  Avhich  year  ho  emi- 
grated to  Illinois,  where  he  was  in  tlie  em- 
ploy of  a  railroad  com])any,  and  had. his 
headquarters  in  the  cities  of  Springfield  and 
Bloomington.  In  August,  1855,  Avith  a  view 
to  the  betterment  of  his  financial  condition, 
he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  followed  the  trade 
of  carpenter  at  St.  Paul.    In  the  summer 
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of  1861,  and  through  the  following  fall 
and  winter,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was 
engaged  in  recruiting  men  to  till  various 
Minnesota  regiments,  at  the  front  and  in  the 
process  of  organization,  and  continued  in 
this  employment  until  July,  1862,  when 
he  was  appointed  deputy  provost  marshal  of 
the  second  district,  and  served  in  that  capac- 
ity until  released  from  duty  in  July,  18C5. 
Mr>March  then  engaged  in  the  market  gar- 
dening business  on  some  seven  acres  of  ground 
in  St.  Paul,  and  remained  in  that  city  until 
1867,  when,  having  purchased  a  tract  of  160 
acres  of  Avild  land  in  the  town  of  Cedar  Mills, 
this  county,  he  came  here  and  broke  a  ]mrt 
of  it,  and  got  it  ready  for  seeding.  In  the 
fall  he  returned  to  St.Paul, where  he  spent  part 
of  the  winter  in  getting  ready  for  removal. 
In  January,  1868,  Mr.  March  moved  his 
household  goods  and  belongings  to  this  farm 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1874,  when 
having  been  elected  to  the  office  of  slieriff  of 
the  county  he  removed  to  Litchfield,  on  tak- 
ing up  the  duties  of  that  position.  lie  was 
reelected  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office,  and  served,  in  all,  four  years,  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner.  About  1876,  our  sub- 
ject disposed  of  his  farm  in  Cedar  Mills,  but 
shortly  after  invested  in  240  acres  on  section 
30  of  the  same  town,  which  he  owned  until 
1885.  In  1880,  however,  he  took  up  a  tree 
claim  in  Spink  county,  Dak.,  and  bouglit 
lots  in  the  village  of  Mellette.  In  1885  he 
purchased  80  acres  on  section  1,  Litchfield 
township,  which  he  now  cultivates.  In  1802 
Mr.  March  mari-ied  Miss  Mary  J.  Morrison^ 
who  was  born  in  Bradford,  N.  H.,  in  1842, 
and  is '  the  daughter  of  Moses  and  Mary 
(Cresseyt  Morrison,  representatives  of  two  of 
the  oldest  families  of  the  "  Old  Granite  State." 
Her  parents  settled  at  St.  Anthony,  Minn., 
in  1855,  but  a  year  later  removed  to  St.  Cloud, 
where  Mr.  March  and  Miss  Morrison,  were 
married.  By  this  marriage  there  have  been 
born  five  children — Frank  M.,  born  October 


22,  18G3 ;  Nelson  D.,  born  February  26, 1866 ; 
George  K.,  July  26,  1868 ;  Charles  H.,  Octo- 
ber 20,  1870;  and  Mary  K,  July  1,  1874. 
Mr.  March  is  a  member  of  the  cit}'  council  of 
Litchfield,  and  of  Frank  Daggett  .  Post,  No. 
35,  G.  A.  E.,  and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
having  joined  the  latter  order  in  St.  Paul,  in 
1857. 

Mr.  Marcli  has  been  a  prominent  and 
active  public  man  wherever  he  has  lived. 
In  the  spring  of  1858  lie  was  ajipointed  as- 
sessor of  tlio  third  ward  in  the'  city  of  St. 
Paul ;  in  tlie  spring  of  1859  was  appointed 
market  master  for  one  year  by  tlie  common 
council  of  St.  Paul ;  in  June,  1862,  was  aj)- 
pointed  enrolling  agent  of  Dakota  county, 
Minn.,  by  Governor  Bamscy.  These  positions 
all  came  to  him  unsolicited,  as  was  also  the 
case  with  his  appointment  as  provost  marshal. 
Mr._Marcli  was  engaged  at  "enrolling"  in 
Dakota  coiinty  Avhen  he  first  learned  of  the 
Indian  outbreak. 

John  PUCKERING.  Among  the  older 
^  residents  of  the  count}',  and  reliable, 
trusted  citizens,  may  bo  found  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  a  resident  of  section  22, 
Ellsworth  township,  where  lie  settled  July 
5,  1865,  and  Avhero  he  is  devoting  a  hii'ge 
share  of  his  attention  to  the  rearing  of  Nor- 
man and  English  Shire  hoises,  high-bred  Dur- 
ham and  Shoi'thorn  cattle,  and  also  sheep. 
He  has  some  imported  stock  of  the  very  best 
strains,  that  represent  a  large  outlay  of  cash 
capital.  Of  late  yeai's  the  celebrated  Cots- 
Avold  sheep  have  been  his  favorite,  although 
formerly  doing  much  with  the  fine-\vool  or 
Merinos.  lie  sold,  during  the  year  1886,  of 
his  surplus  stock  some  §1,500  Avorth.  llis 
English  Shire  hoi-se  is  claimed  to  bo  as  fine 
a  one  as  there  is  in  the  State,  and,  with  one 
exception,  the  onl}'  one  in  the  county.  lie 
has  now  some  348  acres  of  excellent  land,  a 
large  share  of  whicli  is  under  tillage. 
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Mr.  Dnckefing^  was  born  in  Apley,  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  September  11,  1819,  hence  is 
nearly  the  same  age  as  Queen  Victoria.  He 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Semperj 
.Puckering,  the  former  a  native  of  Ilorsing- 
ton  and  the  latter  of  Buclmell,  England.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Denmark  and  died  in  England,  and  all  of  the 
ancestors  on  his  father's  side  died  in  the  same 
house,  and  lie  in  the  same  cemetery.  John 
Puckering,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  whig  in  politics,  and  a  Christian  member 
of  the  Church  of  England.    He  was  the  par- 
ent of  but  three  children — Mary,  Ehzabeth 
and  John.    TIjc  two  girls  are  still  residents 
of  "Old  Albion,"  living  in  the  city  of  Lin- 
coln.  John  Puckering  came  to  the  United 
States  alone  in  1842,  and  first  located  in 
Troy,  "VValworth  county.  Wis.,  after  a  short 
stay  in  Milwaukee.   He  remained  there  sev- 
eral yea!'s,  and  then  removed  to  Podge  coun- 
ty, in  the  same  State,  and  there  made  his 
liome  for  tiie  term  of  seven  yeai-s.  While 
there  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Maria  Bean^  October  22,  1846.    She  is  the 
daugiiter  of  John  K.  and  Maria  Bean,  who 
had  afamilyof  eight  children— Louisa,  Will- 
iam, Betsey,  Charley,  Elizabeth,  Maria,  John, 
and  one  that  died  in  infancy.   Mrs.  P.  is  a 
native  of  Clinton  county,  K  Y.,  and  is  the 
mother  of  twelve  children,  four  of  whom  are 
dead.    Those  living  are — Mary  E.,  Charles 
H.,  John,  Adam,  Puane  H.,  Maria  L.,  Flora 
B.,  William  C.  and  Warren  W.    Those  de- 
ceased are— Pora,  born  in  18(51,  died  Sep- 
tember 13,  1880,  the  wife  of  James  Lemon; 
Frederick  v.,  born  March  29,  1859,  died  Feb- 
ruary 25,  18G4;  and  William  and  Willis, 
twins,  born  in  18G5,  who  died  in  infancy. 

-•-•>>•  -i^^-  <»  

/^VNE  OF  THE   LEADING  and  most 
prominent  farmers  in  Meeker  county, 
is  H.  J.  Lasher,  a  resident  of  section  4,  Cedar 


Mills  township.  He  was  born  in  Switzer- 
land on  the  22d  of  August,  1832.  When  he 
was  six  months  old  his  parents  came  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Philadelphia, 
where  they  died  when  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  eight  years  old.  H.  J.  then 
went  to  Jersey  City,  where  he  remained  until 
he  was  eleven  years  of  age.  From  there  he 
went  to  Pry  den,  N.  T.,  and  was  adopted  by 
Albert  Phillips,^  with  whom  he  remained 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  At  that 
time  he  went  to  Homer,  N.  Y.,  and  learned 
the  tinner's  and  coppersmith's  trade,  serving 
until  twenty-one.  He  followed  this  business 
for  years  afterward  in  various  cities  through- 
out New  York. 

Wliile  at  Marathon,  N.  Y.,'  on  May 
15,  1854,  he  was  married  to  Catherine  J. 
Topping,  of  Pryden,  N.  Y.  They  remained 
there  until  1859,  when  they  came  to  Meeker 
county,  Minn.,  and  located  on  section  12, 
Cedar  Mills  township,  having  an  interest  in 
a  claim  taken  by  his  wife's  father,  Mr.  Tog- 
ping.  He  also  claimed  land  on  section  4, 
and  in  1861  moved  on  to  the  latter  claim. 
For  a  time  they  lived  in  an  Indian  tepee,  then 
in  the  stable,  and  finally  when  their  house 
was  ready  for  occupancy  they  moved  into  it 
Peceraber  31, 1861.  There  they  were  living 
when  the  Indian  outbreak  began.  As  a  full 
history  of  this  matter  is  given  in  another 
department,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to 
briefly  refer  to  Mr.  Lasher's  personal  move- 
ments during  those  trying  times.  On  Mon- 
day morning,  August  18,  1862,  he  learned 
of  the  massacre  at  Acton,  and  sent  his  family 
to  section  12,  where  his  wife's  brother-in-law, 
P.  B.  Peck,  lived,  while  he  started  to  notify 
the  settlers  in  Greenleaf.  He  found  them 
all  gone  and  he  made  his  way  down  to 
Peck's.  The  same  day  his  family  returned 
to  his  farm  and  he  remained  to  help  Peck 
harvest.  Thursday  he  was  notified  of  firing 
near  his  farm  and  went  to  Cedar  Mills  to  get 
some  one  to  accompany  him  for  his  family, 


% 


MEEKER  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


245 


but  no  one  would  venture,  so  he  went  alone. 
On  reaching  the  farm  he  met  some  twenty 
parties  who  had  started  from  Forest  City  to 
bury  those  killed  at  Acton,  but  they  had 
been  chasing  Indians  into  Kandiyohi  county 
and  had  made  their  way  back  this  far  in  the 
night.   Mrs.  Lasher  got  supper  and  break- 
fast for  them  and  they  then  started  for  For- 
est City.   The  family  returned  to  Cedar 
]\rills,  and  Peck,  with  his  team,  hauled  1,600 
pounds  of  fiour  and  other  provisions  from  the 
farm  to  the  same  place.   When  they  got 
there  they  found  some  eight  or  ten  families 
gathered  from  the  surrounding  country,  all 
bent  on  fleeing  for  safety,  but  after  some  talk 
it  was  decided  to  build  fortifications  and 
remain.   While  they  were  talking.  Dr.  Earl, 
•  from  Beavei'  Falls,  Eenville  county,  came 
up  and  stated  that  all  .were  killed  in  his 
neighborhood  except  a  very  few,  and  that  his 
three  boys  were  wandering  on  the  prairie 
somewhere  southwest  of  them.   Mr.  Lasher 
and  L.  S.  Weymouth  started  out  and  soon 
found  and  brought  in  the  boys.   They  had 
met  three  Indians  on  the  prairie  who  had 
passed  through  Greenleaf  and  Cedar,  and 
had  given  them  food  and  traded  guns  with 
them.   These  Indians  they  recognized  as 
Little   Crows.   When  Lasher  and  Wey- 
mouth got  back,  however,  all  the  rest  had 
fled.   They    were    soon    overtaken  and 
brought  back.   Mr.  Lasiier  was  appointed 
captain,  and  they  decided  to  fortify  "the 
Point"  in  Cedar  Lake  and  remain  thereuntil 
the  trouble   was   over.   Weymouth  and 
Lasher  stood  guard  at  the  crossing  by  the 
mill.   On  Wednesday  a  party  of  thirty  or 
forty  refugees  from  Yellow  Medicine  county 
came  up,  accompanied  by  the  friendly 
Indian,  "Other  Day."   With  them  was  a 
Mr.  Garvey,  who  had  been  wounded,  and 
who  died  the  following  day  at  Mr.  Lasher's 
house.   Thursday  all  the  new-comers  left  for  " 
a  safer  place,  and  a  few  days  later  the 
"Point"  was  evacuated,  and  all  the  settlei-s 


went  to  Hutchinson,  through  the  advice  of 
"Other  Day,"  Mr.  Lasher  and  several  others- 
returned  to  the  farm  to  care  for  the  grain,  Mrs 
Xasher.  Miss  C.  Jewett  and  Mrs.  Geo.'WiUs. 
accompanying  them  to  do  the  cooking. 
While  there  Strouts'  company  came  through 
from  Minneapolis  on  their  way  to  Aoton, 
and  the  next  inorning  -were  surprised  by  the 
Indians,  and  routed  and  returned  to  Hutch- 
inson. The  others  also  went  back  except 
Mr.  Lasher  and  Frank  Jewett;  who  remained 
upon  a  hill  till  they  saw  the  Indians  passing 
east  and  Avest,  when  they  also  started  for 
Hutchinson,  and  met  a  party  in  search  of 
them.  The  following  day  the  Indians  made 
the  attack  on  Hutchinson.  The  next  day 
Lasher  and  Weymouth  returned  to  Cedar 
Mills  and  set  loose  all  the  stock.  They 
found  the  mill  running,  it  having  been  started 
by  the  Indians,  who  had  stolen  all  the  flour. 
They  returned  to  Hutchinson,  and  the  next 
day  Mr.  Lasher  organized  a  company,  went 
back  and  repaired  the  mill  and  ground  some 
flour  for  the  settlers,  who  were  sadly  in  need 
of  it.  Shortly  after  this  a  portion  of  the 
Third  Minnesota  Eegiment,  under  command 


of  Major  Welch, 


cajne 


through,  and  Mr. 


Lasher  joined  them  as  a  scout,  and  remained 
in  the  service  with  Gen.  H.  IL  Sibley  for 
three  years  and  a  half,  participating  in  all  its 
expeditions  and  battles,  being  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Wood  Lake  and  Lac  qui  Parle,  etc. 
At  the  latter  place  they  captured  a  number 


of  Indians,  thirteen  of  whom 


were  after- 


'  ward  hung  at  Mankato. 

During  this  time,  Mr.  L;isher's  family  had 
returned  to  the  old  home  in  New  York.  In  the 
fall  of  1864  they  returned  to  Hutchinson,  and 
in  the  folloAving  summer  again  settled  on  the 
farm.  In  1SG9  Mr.  Lasher  removed  to 
Litchfleld,  where  he  followed  his  trade  until 
18S1,  when  they  again  settled  upon  the  farm, 
and  have  since  remained  there.  While  in 
Litchfield  Mr.  Lasher  took  an  active  interest 
in  band  matters,  and  was  leader  of  that 
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organization  for  six  years,  lie  lias  now  a 
valuable  farni  of  400  acres,  with  good 
improvements  and  lias  it  well  stocked. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lasher  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Lasher  'las 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  church 
matters.  He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers 
in  securing  the  organization  of  the  church  in 
this  township.  He  had  charge  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building,  and  besides  devoting 
much  time,  he  personally  became  responsible 
for  $200  to  com])lete  the  edifice.  He  was 
also  chosen  superintendent  of  the  first  Sun- 
day school  organized  in  the  township  in 
1800,  and  when  they  i-emoved  to  their  farm 
on  section  4,  they  organized  a  Sunday  school 
there. 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Lasher  have  been  the  parents 
of  eight  children.  Only  four  of  them  are 
living,  as  follows — Hulda  C,  now  Mis.  11. 
P.  Pfaff.  of  Greenleaf;  Albert  P.,  Sarah  A. 
and  Daniel  ]J.  The  last  three  are  still  at 
home. 

l^ETER  N.  HANSON,  a  young  and  enter- 
jn-ising  farmer  of  Cosmos  township, 
has  his  home  upon  section  2,  where  he  has 
1(50  acres  of  land,  as  well  as  another  quarter 
on  section  9,  making  his  farm  to  consist  of 
S20  iicres.  He  is  the  son  of  Hans  H.  and 
Mary  Hanson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came 
to  the  United  States  in  18C3. '  His  father 
with  his  family  came  to  Meeker  county  in 
lS(i5,  and  located  in  Greenleaf  townshiji.  In 
the  spring  of  18G7,  lie  came  to  Cosmos  and 
])nt  uj)  the  claim  shanty  of  Daniel  Iloyt,  the 
first  settler  in  the  town,  anil  later  the  same 
year  took  up  a  claim  for  himself  on  section 
10.  Tho  same  fall  he  removed  with  his  wife 
and  chihlren  to  this  ])lace,  and  they  were  the 
fii'st  family  in  the  township.  They  lived  in  a  ■ 
"(Uigout"  that  Avinter,  but  erected  a  house 
in  the  spring.  Mr.  Hanson  resided  on  this 
farm  until  1883,  Avhen  he  removed  to  Dakota, 


where  he  now  lives.  He  raised  the  first  crop 
in  the  town,  having  some  fifteen  acres  in 
wheat  the  summer  of  1808. 

Peter  N.  remained  Avith  his  parents  until 
his  marriage  December  13, 1876,  with  Miss 
Mary  Olson,  the  daughter  of  Marten  and 
Karn  Olson,  who  <vas  born  in  Norway.  He 
then  struck  out  for  himself  and  bought  a 
farm  on  section  2,  and  on  this  spot  has  lived 
ever  since. 

Although  a  young  man  in  years,  Mr.  Han- 
son has  a  shrewd  head  on  him,  and  this  be- 
ing appreciated  by  the  community,  they  have 
elected  him  to  the  office  of  town  supervisor, 
which  office  he  now  holds;  he  has  also  been 
road  supervisor. 

•  "•5*  *0  •  • — 

OHN  GIBNEY,  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  residing  on  section  27, 
Manannah  township,  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
telligent and  one  of  the  best  read  and  posted 
men  in  the  county,  and  a  man  of  a  great 
deal  of  natural  as  well  as  acquired  ability. 
He  is  a  self-educated  jnan,  but  a  thorough 
course  of  reiuling.  on  scientific,  theological 
and  other  subjects  has  made  him  a  ripe 
scholar,  and  because  of  his  attainments  he  is 
one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Gibney  was  born  in  County  West 
Meatli,  Ireland,  on  the  22d  of  June,  1819, 
and  is  a  son  of  Timothy  and  Mary  E.  (Car- 
ney) Gibney.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  the 
land  of  his  birth,  but  in  1830  he  came  to  the 
newAvorld,  landing  at  New  York,  and  settled 
in  the  county  of  Madison,  in  New  York 
State.  In  1838  ho  removed  to  Canada,  and 
remained  there  until  1805,  when  he  came  to 
Meelcer  county,  Minn.,  and  settled  in  Manan- 
nah township,  Avhere  he  has  since  lived. 

In  1848  Mr.  Gibney*;  was  married  to  Miss 
Anna  Ilcaney,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  with  ten  children,  five  girls  and  five 
boys,  whose  names  are  as  folloAvs — Timothy, 
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Mary,  James,  OAven,  Katie,  Ann,  Patrick, 
Christopher  and  Eliza,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

.  The' family  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  y. 

During  t\venty--^\vo  years  of  his  life,  Mr. 
Gibney  followed  railroading,  but  tlie  balance 
of  the  time  he  has  been  farmi  ng.  In  political 
matters  he  is  an  independent  voter,  and  acts 

,  regardless  of  the  dictation  of  party  or  ci'eed. 
He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  his  town- 
ship affairs,  and  has  held  several  local  offices, 
one  of  which  was  that  of  township  assessor, 



STAMES  a.  KLINE,  who  has  been  engaged 
^   so  successfully  in  caiTying  on  fanning 
and  •  stock-raising  '  on   his  fine  farm  on 
section  22,  Kingston  township,  is  a  native 
of  Amsterdam,  Montgomery  county,  N.  Y., 
born  December  17,  1813.    lie  remained  in 
the  place  of  his  nativity  until  some  twentv- 
two  yeai-s  of  age,  when  he  emigrated  to  the 
wilds  of  Michigan,   settling  in  Genesee 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
and     lumbering.        From  tliero  about 
1855,  he  removed  to  Winnebago  county, 
111.,   where  he    made    his    home  until 
1867,  Avhen  he  came  to  Meeker  county,  and 
settled  where  he  now  lives.    He  received  in 
his  youth  the  elements  of  a  good  common- 
school  education  and  by  a  diligent  use  of  it 
has   well-informed  himself  on  all  general 
subjects.   While  a  resident  of  Michigan  ho 
went  to   Tuolumne  county,  Cal.,  where' 
he  engaged  in  mining  foi-  two  yeai-s  and 
then  returned  home.   Most  of  in's  life  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  agricultural  jmr- 
suits,  but  having  succeeded  in  achieving  an 
easy  competence,  he  is  spending  his  declining 
years  in  the  enjoyment  of  liome. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Adam  and  Eliza- 
beth (Crvslor)  Kline,  both  of  whom  Avere  na- 
tives of  tiie  Empire  State,  and  who  emi- 
grated to  Michigan  in  1838,  where  tlie  father 


died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  His  wife, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  died  after  attain- 
ing some  eighty-three  yeai-s.  They  liad  a 
family  of  twelve  children— William  A.,  born 
August  21,  1810,  died  April'lS,  1S40;  A.  0., 
born  May  31,  1812;  James  A.,  born  Decem- 
ber 17,  1813 ;  John,  born  January  21,  1851 ; 
Joseph,  born  August  20,  1823;  George,  born 
November  10, 1827;  Sarah  Jane,  born  March 
23,  1830;  Henry,  born  May  15,  1832,  enlisted 
in  the  Eiglith  Miciiigan  Infantry,  and  was 
killed  July  12,  1864;  Maria,  born  April  28, 
1819,  died  August  1,  1822;  Margaret,  born 
November  17,  1822,  died  August  8,  1823; 
and  Elizabetli  J.,  born  January,  182C,  died 
November  8, 1826. 

James  A.  Kline  was  fii'st  married  on  tlie 
11th  of  October,  1840,  in  Michigan,  to  Mary 
Ann  Perry.  They  had  one  son,  who  is  liv- 
ing—George P.  Kline,  a  resident  of  Dakota. 

Mr.  Kline's  second  marriage  occurred  De- 
cember 12,  1848,  when  he  was  Avodded  to 
Mrs.  Ann  Tal bott^  'nee  Sliiniiii^  who  was  born 
in  England,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Ann 
(Oorris)  Bliimin.  The  date  of  hor  birth  was 
November  21,  1815.  A  sketch  of  the 
Shimin  family  is  given  elsowhoro  in  tliLs 
AuiUM.  By  this  union  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kline  have  had  two  children — Anna,  wife 
of  Mr.  Hiram  Ramsey,  and  James  E.,  a 
farmer  of  this  township,  \\\\o  married  Miss 
Emma  Eaker.  Mi-s.  Kline  by  her  former 
marriage  had  two  cliildren— Henry  T.,  killed 
in  the  army  November  25,  1803,  at  Loolcout 
Mountain,  a  member  of  the  Seventy-Fourth 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  William,  boni  January 
18,  184G,  married  in  18{iS  to  MLss  Amelia 
Boom. 

^WAN  AUGUST  SCARP,  of  Litcliliold. 

is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  August 
20,  1845,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
whqn  he  was  about  twenty-sovon  yeai's  ol'ago. 
On  landing  he  came  direct  to  this  village. 
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Avliere  ho  remained  until  tiio  following  spring, 
wlien  ho  moved  to  <a  farm  near  that  place, 
where  lie  spent  the  next  twoyeai-s.  Return- 
ing to  Litchfield  he  erected  his  residence,  and 
entered  the  em])loy  of  S.  Almquist,  in  the 
saloon  business  and  remained  with  him  some 
six  years  and  a  lialf,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time  he  entered  into  the  same  line  of  business 
for  himself  and  continues  to  carry  on  the 
saloon.  In  1887  he  erected  one  of  the  finest 
residences  in  the  village,  at  a  cost  of  over 
$5,000,  superintending  its  erection  himself. 

Mr.  Scarp,  Hovember  16,1873,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sophia  Johnson,  a  na- 
tive of  Sweden,  and  daughter  of  John  and 
Ingra  (Parson)  Johnson,  who  became  the 
mother  of  four  children — Annie  C,  Julia  L., 
Francis  E.,  and  Jennie.  ls\x.  S.  is  a  member' 
of  tlie  Order  of  United  "Workmen. 

J.  P.  Scarp,  a  native  of  Sweden,  was  one  of 
Litchfield's  earliest  business  men,  coming  here 
in  1871,  and  engaging  in  side  of  agricult- 
ural implements.  He  continued  in  that  line 
of  trade  until  1882,  when  he  made  a  visit  to 
the  land  of  his  birth  to  see  the  old  home  and 
his  parents,  and  on  the  voyage  back,  the  ves- 
sel upon  which  he  sailed  was  wrecked  and 
he  was  drowned  in  tlie  Baltic  Sea.  He  car- 
ried a  policy  of  insurance  in  the  Redwing 
company,  which  provided  partially  for  his 
family,  who  stiU  are  residents  of  the  village, 
and  this,  with  his  other  estate,  places  them  far 
above  any  necessity.  He  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  "Workmen's  Lodge  in  Litchfield,  the 
insurance  from  Avhich  was  also  $2,000.  He 
was  a  man  who  possessed  the  respect  and 
estceni,  of  the  whole  community,  and  was 
widely  known  as  everybody's  friend.  His 
cruel  death  wtis  a  sad  blow  to  his  bereaved 
family,  who  still  mourn  his  loss. 

—  .    ■  .V.  f^r?!crv1   .  

#EORGE  BECKER,  a  successful  and 
prominent  farmer  and  stock-raker, 
who  resides  on  section  23,  Greenleaf  town- 


ship, has  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  of  Minnesota,  who  now  resides 
in  Meeker  county.  He  is  connected  with  a 
family  that  has  given  a  number  of  pioneers 
and  prominent  public  men  to  the  State. 

Mr.  Becker  was  born  in  Schoharie  county, 
N.  Y.,  September  30,  1842.  "When  he  was 
three  years  old  his  parents  settled  in  Michi- 
gan, and  remained  there  until  1856,  when, 
they  came  to  Minnesota,  and  located  near 
the  present  site  of  St.  Cloud,  in  Stearns 
county.  They  made  part  of  the  journey  by 
railroad,  a  portion  by  steamboat  and  the  latter 
part  by  team.  They  arrived  at  their  destin- 
ation in  May,  1856,  and  were  among  the 
very  first  settlers  in  that  county.  The  gov- 
ernment survey  had  not  yet  been  made ; 
the  old  Territorial  Road  "  was  opened  that 
far,  but  that  was  the  terminus  so  far  as 
settlement  was  concerned.  The  father  made 
arrangements,  in  1854,  to  claim  the  land 
Avhich  afterward  became  the  original  plat  of 
St.  Cloud,  but,  through  the  duplicity  of  one 
in  whom  he  had  placed  confidence,  he  was 
cheated  out  of  it.  There  they  lived  through 
the  most  trying  times  in  the  history  of  the 
State,  and  there  our  subject,  George,  grew 
to  manhood. 

His  father,  Harmon  Beqker,  was  born  in 
1797,  and  for  years  was  a  hotel-keeper  in 
Schoharie  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  married 
to  Margaret  M.  Efner.  and  they  reared  a. 
family  of  eight  children  —  five  boys  and 
three  girls.  Harmon  Becker  Avas  a  man  of 
prominence  and  abilit}"^,  and  in  the  prime  of 
his  life  had  a  great  deal  of  influence  in  the 
locality  where  he  lived.  He  took  a  great 
interest  in  stock-raising,  and  imported  the 
first  thorough-bred  stallion  of  Duroc  blood 
ever  brought  to  the  "CTnited  States.  In  slav- 
ery days  he  Avas  a  slave-owner,  but  at  the 
time  of  the  abolition  movement  he  gave  his 
slaves  their  freedom,  and  presented  them 
with  a  forty-acre  farm  on  which  to  live,  not- 
withstanding their  protestations  that  they 
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preferred  to  continue  their  old  relation  of 
master  and  servant.  In  1846  Harmon 
Becker  removed  to  Washtenaw  county, 
Mich.,  settling  near  Ann  Ai'bor.  While  in 
that  State  he  erected  a  large  hotel,  and 
later,  sold  it  for  $8,000  to  a  man  named 
Grovenor,  but  lost  it;  and  besides  this,  lost 
another  $8,000  by  becoming  surety  for  an- 
other party  and  having  to  pay  it.  After 
this  he  followed  farming  until  1854,  when  he 
came  to  Minnesota  to  see  the  country,  and, 
being  pleased  with  it,  he  made  arrangements 
to  locate  the  land  on  which  the  city  of  St. 
Cloud  is  now  located.  J.  L.  Wilson  was  sent 
for  a  compass  to  survey  the  site,  and,  immed- 
iately upon  his  return,  he  ran  out  the  lines,  and 
built  a  shanty  of  tamarac  rails  and  slept  on  the 
place  that  night.  The  next  day,  when 
search  was  made  for  him,  there  he  was, 
in  the  first  house  on  the  site,  and  he,  accord- 
ingly, claimed  the  land.  ITarmon  Becker 
then  returned  to  Michigan,  and,  the  follow- 
ing year,  settled  in  Stearns  county,  as  stated 
above.  He  lived  there  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  January,  185T,  aged  sixty-six  years. 
The  widow,  Margaret  M.,  was  very  sickly 
at  the  time  of  leaving  Michigan.  She  gained 
strength,  however,  and  recovered,  living 
until  January,  1886,  when  her  deatli  occurred 
at  Litchfield.  She  was  eighty  yeai-s  of  age. 
She  was  a  woman  of  rare  personal  coui'- 
age,  which  stood  her  in  good  need  during  tlie 
Indian  outbreak.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Har- 
mon Becker  Avere  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  exemplary  Christian  peo- 
ple. 

Times  Avere  very  hard  during  their  first 
fewj'ears'  settlement  in  Stearns  county,  as  all 
pioneers  will  realize,  and  at  times  it  seemed 
as  though  starvation  stared  them  in  the 
face.  But  with  that  indojni  table  persever- 
ance and  hope  for  the  future  whicli  is  of 
necessity  a  charivctoristic  of  the  pioneer,  they 
lived  through  it  all.  Just  as  times  began  to 
look  a  little  brighter  tlio  Indian  outbreak 


occurred,  but  they  stood  their  ground  and 
lived  at  or  near  St.  Cloud  during  all  the  ex- 
citement. Shortly  after  tliis,  George  joined 
the  Sully  expedition,  and  followed  the  move- 
ments of  that  brigade,  acting  as  sutler's 
clerk.  Upon  his  return  he  remained  iit  St. 
Cloud  until  18G5,  when  he  went  to  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  by  way  of  New  York  city,  and 
as  his  journeys,  hardsliips  ami  adventures 
form  an  interesting  nai-rativo,  we  will  briefly 
revicAV  them  in  this  connectiqn.  He  shipped 
from  the  metropolis  on  the  steamer  "Golden 
Eule"  for  Central  America.  They  crossed 
the  Istlnnus  by  way  of  the  Nicaragua  river 
and  lake,  their  steamer  striking  a  rock  and 
sinking,  but  the  passengers  continued  their 
journey  oft  other  crafts.  The  river  was  so 
low  that  a  part  of  the  way  they  Avere  con- 
veyed in  small  boats,  manned  by  the  natives. 
George  Becker  finally  readied  tlie  Pacific 
ocean  and  sliipped  for  San  Francisco.  Tiio 
second  tiay  out  they  learned  from  a  passing 
vessel  the  news  of  the  death  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  the  flags  were  placed  at  iialf- 
mast  dui'ing  tlioi-est  of  the  voyage,  and  upon 
their  arrival  at  tiie  metrojwlis  of  California, 
tliey  found  the  city  a  solid  mass  of  emblems 
of  mourning  in  honor  of  the  martyred  pres- 
ident. The  trip  from  New  York  to  this 
point  had  consumed  forty-five  days,  and 
George  at  once  sailed  for  the  city  of  Victo- 
ria, Vancouver's  Island,  and,  in  a  small  boat 
crossed  Puget  sound  to  Whatcom  county. 
There  he  remained  for  three  years,  follow- 
ing lumbering,  and  then  returned  to  St.  Cloud, 
Stearns  county,  !Minn.,  on  viiiicli  trip  lie  ex- 
perienced many  dangers  and  hardsliips.  He 
fii-st  shipped  on  the  steamer  "California"  for 
San  Francisco.  When  within  thirty-five 
miles  of  the  harbor  of  tlie  latter  place  tlie}"- 
encountered  one  of  tlio  worst  storms  ever 
known  on  the  Pacific  and  tlieywcro  driven 
500  miles  to  sea  by  the  gale.  The  cabin  was 
partly  filled  with  water  by  tiio  \vave.s  rolling- 
over  the  vessel  and  the  stateroom  dour.swere 
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broken  in  by  tlio  force  of  tlie  water,  Wlien 
the  vessel  pitched  and  rolled,  tliose  in  tlie 
lower  berths  were  carried  to  the  floor  by  the 
water.  Some  were  crying,  some  were  pray- 
ing, some  swearing,  and  othera,  as  the  saying 
goes,  "were  throwing  up  Jonah."  After 
three  days  tiie  storm  subsided,  but  the  waves 
■were  mountain  liigli  and  it  was  not  until  the 
fifth  day  that  they  reached  San  Francisco. 
Their  vessel  had  been  given  up  for  lost  and 
reported  wrecked  with  about  eiglity  others 
tliat  shared  this  fate.  George  Becker  then 
shipped  for  Panama  and  on  this  voyage  the 
vessel  he  was  in  took  fire.  When  the  alarm 
was  given  it  created  a  terrible  panic  and  for 
a  time  it  looked  as  tliough  all  were  lost,  but 
the  engine,  with  a  capacity  of '  320-horse 
power  Avas  attached  to  the  hose,  and  the 
flames  were  extinguisiied.  Four  days  later, 
the  vessel  i-an  out  ot  fuel,  and  the  masts, 
yardarms,  deck,  cattle  pens,  bacon,  rezin 
and  all  other  loose  material  was  used  for 
fuel,  to  get  jisliore  at  Saline  Bay,  twelve 
miles  from  San  Juan  del  Sura.  There  they 
anchored  and  sent  boats  to  S.an  Juan  for 
coal,  while  the  passengers  and  crew  went 
ashore  in  small  boats,  to  cut  mahogany  wood, 
securing  about  forty  cords  by  tlie  time  the 
coal  arrived.  That  night  the  crew  mutinied, 
and  those  who  refused  to  do  their  duty, 
were  brought  to  time  by  being  tied  to  the 
masts.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Panama,  George 
Becker  crossed  the  Isthmus  on  the  railroad, 
the  trains  being  queer  affairs  and  running 
only  at  the  rate  of  five  miles  an  hour,  mak- 
ing no  stops.  Our  subject  then  shipped'  on 
the  Atlantic  for  New  York.  When  two 
days  out,  the  vessel  was  Avrecked  or  disabled 
by  the  cylinder  head  being  blown  out,  and 
for  twenty-four  hours  they  were  left  at  the 
mercy  of  the  sea.  They  were  then  taken 
in  tow  by  another  steamer  and  piloted  to  the 
Gulf  Stream,  off  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and  \yere 
then  left  to  drift  in  to  Savannah,  Ga. 
By  this  time,  George  Becker  had  had  enough 


of  that  kind  of  life,  as  for  the  last  three  days 
out,  the  cabin  passengers  had  nothing  to  eat 
but  rice,  crust  coffee  and  hard  tack.  Accord- 
ingly, he  purchased  another  ticket  for  New 
York  by  rail,  through  the  Southern  States. 
This  was  shortly  after  the  war,  and  General 
Sherman  had  left  Georgia  a  hard  looking 
country.  Provisions  were  very  scarce,  and 
the  conductors  were  obliged  to  telegraph 
ahead  for  supplies  for  the  passengers.  Mr. 
Becker  stopped  off  at  several  points,  includ- 
ing Richmond,  Washington  and  New  York, 
and  finally  arrived  at  St.  Cloud  on  February 
li,  18G8.  He  remained  there,  following  the 
vocation  of  a  policeman  and  various  other 
lines  of  business  until  June,  18T1,  when  he 
returned  to  the  Pacific  coast  by  way  of  .the 
Central  Pacific  Eailroad,  proceeding  from 
San  Francisco  to  Puget  Sound.  lie  remained 
there  until  the  winter  of  18T0,  when  became 
to  Litchfield,  Meeker  county,  Minn.  In 
1878  he  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives,  on  section  23,  Greenleaf  township.  He 
has  one  of  the  largest  farms  in  the  township, 
and  one  of  the  most  valuaible  in  the  county, 
and  luis  justly  earned  the  reputation  which 
he  bears,  of  being  one  of  the  most  desirable 
citizens,  and  from  his  extensive  travels  and 
wide  association  with  business,  is  one  of  the 
most  intelligent  and  best-posted  men  in  the 
county. 

On  July  18,  1885,  Mr.  Becker  was  married 
to  Sophia  Yanberg,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children — William  H.,  born  April  28, 
1886,  and  Lillie  M.,  born  August  18,  1887, 
both  of  Avhom  are  living.  Mr.  Becker  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  and 
his  wife  attend  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  a  portrait 
of  Mr.  Becker  on  another  page  in  this  Album. 

TOHN  MARTIN,  an  intelligent,  thrifty  and 
^  enterprising  farmer,  residing  on  section 
5,  Harvey  township,  was  born  in  County 
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Cavan,  Irelandj  in  Maj',  1824.  His  parents, 
who  were  Hugh  and  Elizabeth  Martin^  were 
natives  of  the  same  county.  The  father  died 
in  Ireland  in  1830.  The  mother  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1851,  and  lived  in  Pennsyl- 
vania until  the  time  of  her  death,  in  187G. 

John  Martin,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  land,  acquir- 
ing the  same  habits  of  enterprise,  industry 
and  frugality  which  are  so  characteristic  of 
his  race.  In  1848  he  left  Ireland  and  came 
to  the  United  States,  landing  at  New  York 
city  on  the  23d  of  May,  and  two  days  later 
he  went  to  Bucks  county.  Pa.,  where  he 
remained  for  four  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time  he  went  to  Schuylkill  county. 
Pa-.,  and  remained  there  from  the  year  1852 
until  187Y.  While  in  that  State  he  Avas  em- 
ployed in  mining  coal  for  twenty-seven  years. 
In  1877  he  came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn., 
and  located  on  a  farm  on  section  5,  in  Har- 
vey township,  where  he  has  since  lived.  Since 
his  residence  here  he  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising,  and  now  has  a 
valuable  farm  of  160  acres,  a  good  share  of 
which  is  under  cultivation. 

Mr.  Martin  was  married  on  the  26th  of 
July,  1852,  to  Mary  Farrelly,  and  their  mar- 
riage has  been  blessed  Avith  the  following- 
named  children:  Ellen,  born  August  22, 
1853,  died  January  25,  1855;  Hugh,  born 
October  31,  1855,  died  October  12,  1857; 
Joseph,  born  September  28,  1857;  Bridget 
and  Lizzie,  born  November  17,  1859 ;  John, 
born  November  3,  1861;  Mary,  born  Sep- 
tember 18,  1863,  died  December  17,  18G3; 
Thomas,  born  Januaiy  30, 1870,  died  same 
day.  Mrs.  Martin's,  parents  were  botli  na- 
tives of  Ireland,  where  they  lived  until  the 
time  of  their  death. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  are  both  active  and 
exemplary  members  of  the  Catholic  Clnu'ch. 
In  political  matters  Mr.  Martin  affiliates  with 
the  democratic  party. 


ELS  EKBOM  is  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  of  Swede  Grove  township. 
He  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  10th  of 
December,  1849,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1857,  witli  his  parents,  Anna  and 
Andrew  Ekboim  Tliey  settled  in  Carver 
county,  Minn.,  where  Nels  worked  part  of 
the  time  for  his  father,  and  the  biilancc  of 
tlie  time  for  other  farmers.  In  18(15  they 
came  to  Meeker  county,  and  froni  Nels 
Swanson  they  rented  a  farm,  on  which  the 
village  of  Litchfield  is  now  located.  A  ye'iir 
later  they  removed  to  Swede  Grove  towii- 
ship,  and  took  a  homestead  on  section  34, 
where  Nels  has  since  lived.  He  has  been 
industrious,  and  the  results  prove  that  he  is 
an  excellent  manager,  as  he  has  accumulated 
a  fine  pi-operty.  He  now  has  120  acres  of 
land,  with  line  buildings  located  on  tlie  edge 
of  a  beautiful  grove.  He  has  a  goodly  lot 
of  stock,  and  all  the  necessary  farm 
machinery. 

Mr.  Ekbom  WJis  married  on  the  16th  of 
July,  1870,  to  Miss  Betsey  Nelson,  a  daughter 
of  Nels  and  Ellen  Peterson.,  and  the  couple 
have  had  the  following  children — Anna 
(deceased),  born  July  5,  1871,  died  Septem- 
ber 15,  1871 ;  Oscar,  born  July  22,  1873 ; 
Eugene,  born  August  15,  1876  ;Ellmer,  born 
November  3,  1878 ;  Anna,  born  May  8, 1882 ; 
and  Joseph,  born  October  8,  1883.  Mrs. 
Ekboin's  father  is  dead  and  her  mother  is 


living  in  Sweden.  Mr.  Ekbom's  mother  is 
dead,  and  his  father  resides  with  a  brother, 
Simon.  Nels  Ekbom_  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  lie  is  a 
deacon.  Mr.  Ekbom  is  a  prohibitionist  in 
political  matters,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  township  matters.  He  has  held  various 
local  oilices,  including  those  of  side-super- 
visor and  road  ovefseer. 

Mr.  Ekbom  is  a  man  of  the  strictest  integ- 
rity, and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all.  lie 
has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school  for  over  fifteen  years. 
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ILLIAM  S.  COX,  one  of  tlie  leading 
_  MW.  merchants  of  the  village  of  Dassel, 
is  the  junior  partner  in  the  hardware  firm 
of  Gallag^her  &  Cox,  who  succeeded  Bartholo- 
jnew_&  Co.  in  1888.  He  is,  although  a  man 
young  in  years.-oneof  the  influential  citizens 
and  largely  interested  in  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  his  home  village.  He  is  a 
native  of  Eakersville,  N.  0.,  born  in  1853, 
and  is  the  son  of  S.  D.  and  Mary  (Wright) 


Gox^  natives  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 
respectively.  Tiie  father  of  our  subject 
owned  i^ropei-ty  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and 
when  William  was  but  four  years  of  age, 
tile  family  removed  to  that  place,  where  they 
resided  until  1800,  at  which  date  they  re- 
turned to  Balv-ersville,  N.  C,  wliere  the 
parents  still  live. 

Tiie  subject  of  this  personal  memoir  re- 
inained  witli  tlie  family  until  1870,  at  wiiich 
time  he  returned  to  Knoxville,  but  a  short 
time   subsequent,  removed  to  Broadhoad, 
Ky.,  where  he  was  engaged  m  mercantile 
pursuits  for  about  a  year  and  then,  after  a 
short  stay  in  Little  Eock,  Ark.,  removed  to 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming  Territory,  where  lie 
made  his  iiomo  until  1878,  when  he  came  to 
Meeker  county,  and  settled  on  a  farm  on 
section  4,  Collinwood  township.   He  was 
engaged  in  railroad  work  while  there  until 
1881,  when    lie  purchased    a  farm  on 
section  33,   Dassel   township,  where  he 
followed  a  farming  life  until  1885.  He 
moved  into  the  village  in  January,  1880,  and 
for  a  year  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
•lohnsoii  &  Cox,  dealers  in  agricultural  im- 
plements, and  remained  in  this  connection 
until  Jibuary,  1887.   At  that  time,  having 
been  elected  city  marehal,  he  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  the  ofiice,  but  in  August  follow- 
ing resigned  and  entered  the  employ  of  tlio 
Minnesota  &  Dakota  Elevator  Co,,  with 
whom  he  remained  until  tlie  formation  of  the 
present  firm. 

Mr.  Cox  is  a  man  of  family,  having  been 


married,  April  11,  1878,  to  Miss  Ala  E. 
^^''g''t,  a  native  of  Minnesota.  They  are 
the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  the 
following  is  a  record— Ouster,  born  August 
24,1879;  Agnes,  whose  birth  took  place 
November  15,  1880  ;  Soery,  born  August  15, 
1882,  and  died  March  0, 1883 ;  Sampson,  the 
date  of  whose  birth  was  February  2,  1884; 
and  Maud,  Avho  was  born  December  25, 1887.' 


"pSRAEL  J.  ANDERSON,  a  farmer,  resid- 
iL  ing  on  section  19,  and  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  Union  Grove  townshii),  is  a  native 
of  Norway,  born  on  the  4th  of  February, 
1S51,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Karen 
Jacobson.   His  boyhood  days  were  spent  in 


his  native  land,  and  in  18G8,  in  company 
with  his  mother  and  step-father,  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  and  they  settled  first 
in  Racine  county,  Wis.  When  Israel 
started  out  to  earn  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  he  went  to  the  southern  part  of  Min- 
nesota, and  for  three  years  he  worked  in 
different  localities.  During  this  time  he 
married  his  first  wife,  her  name  being,  before 
marriage.  Miss  JensineJIendrickson.  born  on 
the  21st  of  June,  1854,  a  daughter  of  Hen- 
drick  and  Maren  Olson.  She  died,  leaving 
three  children, -whose  names  were— Hilda, 
born  on  the  25th  of  December,  1873 ;  Albert,' 
born  on  the  17th  of  June,  1875,  and  Martin, 
born  on  the  28tli  of  March,  1877. 

Some  time  later  Mr.  Anderson  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Anna;  Jacobson,  a  daugliter  of 
Adrean  Jacobson  and  wife.  She  was  born 
on  the  20th  of  August,  1801.  This  marriage, 
has  been  blessed  with  four  chiidrcn,  as  fol- 
lows—Jensine  Nettie,  born  on  the  7th  of 
October,  1880 ;  Aclolpli  B.,  born  on  the  24tii 
of  February,  1883  ;  Ida,  born  on  the  7th  of 
February,  1885,  died  on  the  17tli  of  July, 
1887 ;  ami  Anna,  born  on  tlie  1st  of  March, 
1887,  died  on  the  9th  of  March,  1887. 
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Mr.  Anderson  comes  of  a  nationality,  wliicli 
through  their  enterprise,  thrift,  industry  and 
frugality,  make  the  most  valuable  citizens 
included  in  Minnesota's  pojiulation,  and  fol- 
lowing the  habits  characteristic  of  his  race, 
he  has  accumulated  a  fine  property,  lie  now 
owns  250  acres  of  land  located  on  sections  4,19 
and  30,  Union  Grove  township,  and  has  com- 
fortable building  improvements  located  on 
sections  19/and  30.  lie  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  township,  matters,  and  has  held 
various  local  offices,  including  those  of  super- 
visor and  school  clerk.  In  political  matters 
he  is  a  prohibitionist.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Church. 

/^LE   NELSON   LINDELL,  one  of  the 
leading,  enterprising  merchants  of  the 
village  of  Grove  City,  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
born  Marcl,!  9,  1844,  and  3nade  his  home  in 
the  land  of  his  birth  until  after  liis  marriage 
whicli  took  place  Nov.  7,  1867,  on  whicli 
day  he  wedded  Miss  Ella  Nelson.    In  18G9, 
the  young  couple  decided  to  leave  their 
home  beneath  the  frowning  rocks  and  rock- 
ing pines  of  Norway,  and  seek  in  the  .new 
world  that  easier  road  to  competence  that 
America  affords.     On  their  arrival  they 
came  at  once  to  Minnesota,  and  Mr.  Lindell 
bought  a  homestead  claiui  in  Swede  Grove 
township,  of  O.  Levander.   This  was  in  the 
southeast  quarter  of  section  2G,  and  consti- 
tuted the  south  lialf,  and  upon  tliis  fann  he 
lived  some  eight  years.    In  1871  he  bought 
sixty  acres  more ;  his  father's  family  emi- 
grated to  this  country.  Renting  his  place  to  an 
individual  for  six  years,  Mr.  Lindell  removed 
to  the  village  of  Grove  City,  and  engaged  in 
th.i  furnicure  business  and  gave  some  atten- 
tion to  his  trade,  -which  was  that  of  a  car 
penter.    A  year's  trial  satisfied  him  that  the 
venture  would  be  a  judicious  one,  he  added 
a  full  and  complete  stock  of  hardware  and 


has  now  as  large  an  assortment  in  both  lines 
as  is  needed  by  the  necessities  of  the  trade. 
In  the  cellar  of  his  store  building  he  carries 
all  kinds  of  heavy  hardware ;  on  the  first 
floor  shelf  and  fancy  liardwai'e,  and  the  sec- 
ond story  is  packed  with  furniture  of  every 
description. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindell  are  the  parents  of 
four  children,  three  on  earth  and  one  in 
Heaven.  Their  records  are  as  follows— 
Mary  Christine,  who  was  born  Nov.  27, 
1871 ;  Mina  Albertina,  born  in  September, 
1880;  Otto,  born  Dec.  23,  1885,  and  died 
March  25,  1886  ;  Otto  Anton,  born  Feb.  19, 
1887. 

Mr.  Lindell  in  politics  afliliates  with  the 
Democratic  party  and  usually  supports  the 
candidates  of  that  organization,  lie  has 
held  the  position  of  village  trustee  for  two 
years,  and  \\\  March,  1888,  was  elected  pres- 
ident of  the  village  trustees,  and  is  looked 
iipon  as  a  representative  citizen.  Mrs.  Lin- 
dell is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Swedish 
Lutheran  Ohuroh. 

In  1884  our  subject  became  a  member  of 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  "Workmen, 
was  elected  financier  and  served  for  two 
vears  and  was  then  chosen  master  workman 
of  the  lodge. 

KIMBALL,  who  was  foi"  many  years 
closely  connected  with  the  business 
life  of  the  country,  and  one  of  its  leading  mill 
owners,  although  now  retired  from  the  active 
pursuits  of  trade  or  manufacture,  still  keeps 
up  his  interests  in  whatsoever  is  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  community.  lie  is  a  native  of  the 
State  of  [Maine,  having  been  born  in  O.xford 
county,  Jan.  4,  1 832,  and  is  the  son  of  Asa 
and  Esther  A.  (AYaiker)  Kimball,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  the  "Pine  Tree  Slate." 
His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  tlie  celebrated 
Col.  Dexter  Walker,  whose  history  is  too  well 
know'nto  be  repeated  in  this  connection. 
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Tlic  subject  of  tliis  mciiioir  wis  roared  in 
Androscoggin  county',  Me.,  and;  received  a 
fair  business  education.  From  his  boyliood 
lie  lias  always  Iiiul  a  taste  for  stud^',  and  is 
to-day  a  ripe  sclioliir.  On  reacliing  tlie  years 
of  manhood  he  embarked  in  niei-cantile  busi- 
ness,\vliicii  iiocarried  on  successfully  for  some 
tliirtecn  years  in  iiis  native  State  and  tlion 
came  to  Minnesota,  locating  at  Forest  City 
in  the  fall  of  ISlu.  Tlic  same  year,  tiio  firm 
of  nines.  Xindjall  &  Bccdy  built  tJie  large 
flouring  mill  at  that  place,  and  the  same  time 
opened  a  store  in  the  village.  This  business 
arrangement  continued  until  1873,  when  Mr. 
J  lines  retired  from  tlie  firm,  the  company 
liaving  erected  the  ICanannah  flour  mill  on 
thoCrowIliver,  some  ten  miles  above  Forest 
City.  This  last  Mr.  Ilines  took  and  operated 
for  several  years^  the  business  at  Forest  City 
being  continued  by  Kimball  &  ]3eedy  until 
18S2,  wlicn  ]\[r.  Kind)all  retired  from  the 
business  on  account  of  ill-health,  paying  all 
liis  attention  to  the  improvement  of  his  place, 
one  of  the  handsomest  in  Forest  City  town- 
ship, and  to  bee  keeping,  in  whicli  he  is  pro 
eminently  successful. 

Mr.  Ivimball  was  united  in  marriage,  Febr 
ruary  7, 18.54,  with  Miss  Phoebe  Man  well  and 
they  arc  the  parents  of  two  children:  Geor- 
giana,  the  wife  of  Dr.  W.  E.  Cliai)man,  of 
Litchfield,  and  Edna  Cecil,  at  liome.  Both 
Mr.  K.  and  his  estimable  wife,  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  is  a  republican 
in  i)olitics,  and  is  filling  the  officos  of  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  coroner,  and  isa  pension 
and  real  estate  agent.  He  has  held  the  office 
of  justice  for  over  fifteen  years. 

BOCTOR  F.  E.  BISSELL,  one  of  the 
most  jirominent  physicians  and  sur- 
geons in  this  ])art  of  the  State,  settled  at 
Litchfield  in  1871,  and  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  Meeker  county.  Doctor 


Bissell  is  a  native  of  "Wisconsin,  and  was  the 
first  jnale  child  born  in  Washington  county, 
of  that  State — his  birth  having  occurred  on 
December  27,  1845.  His  parents  were  Cyrus 
and  Amanda  (Case)  Bissell,  both  of  -whom 
were  natives  of  Connecticut;  but  they  had 
settled  in  Washington  county,  Wis.,  in  June, 
1845,  and  were  therefore  among  tlie  oldest 
settlers  of  that  region.  The  Doctor  was 
raised  upon  a  farm,  but  at  an  -^arly  age 
entered  a  drug  store,  and  remained  at  that 
business  for  live  years.  When  he  was  eight- 
een he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
and  served  on  the  U.  S.  Gunboat  "Lexing- 
ton," on  the  Mississippi  river,  and  was  in  a 
number  of  minor  engagements.  The  Doctor 
served  as  surgeon's  steward,  and  was  finally 
mustered  out  of  service  on  June  9,  18C5.  He 
then  Avent  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  tlie  fol- 
lowing winter  entered  the  Charity  Hospital 
College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  18C9.  He  first  began  practice  in 
Clinton  Junction,  Wis.,  and  remained  there 
until  coming  to  Litchfield  in  1871.  He  has 
since  pursued  his  practice  here,  and  iias  at- 
tained a  wide  reputation  as  well  as  a  profit- 
able business.  It  should  be  stated,  however, 
that  since  his  settlement  here,  he  has  been 
absent  eleven  months.  In  the  spring  of  1878 
he  removed  to  Cold  Springs,  Stearns  county, 
and  opened  a  drug  store.  In  the  fall  of  that 
year  he  was  elected  to  the  legislature  on  the 
republican  ticket.  In  the  spring'  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  he  returned  to  Litchfield,  where 
he  has  since  lived. 

Dr.  Bissell  was  married  on  JM».»jr  19,  1875, 
to  Miss  Addic  F.  Simons,  of  ISTew  York. 
They  have  two  children — Emily  S.,  who  was 
born  in  November,  1875,  and  Frank  S.,  who 
was  born  in  October,  1878.  The  family  are 
prominent  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  Bissell  has  ahvays  taken  an  active 
interest  in  all  public  and  political  matters, 
and  takes  a  prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of 
that  party.    In  1880  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  council,  and  in  the  spring  of  1886 
he  was  elected  mayor  of  tlie  city.  The  Doc- 
tor is  the  oldest  practitioner  now  following 
the  profession  of  medicine  at  Litchfield,  and 
has  a  large  practice.  lie  is  a  member  of  the 
State  Medical  Association,  and  is  president 
of  the  Pension  Examining  Board.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic;  was  a  charter  member  and  one  of 
the  first  officers  of  E.  Branhani  Post,  wliich 
was  organized  in  1873,  and  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  Frank  Daggett  Post, 
No.  35.  He  was  elected  surgeon  of  the  latter 
Post  at  its  first  meeting,  and  still  holds  tluat 
position.  He  is  also  a  member  of  tlie 
Masonic  fraternity,  being  identified  with 
Golden  Fleece  Lodge,  No.  89,  A.  F.  and  A. 
M.,  and  Eabboni  Chapter,  No.  3Y,  E.  A.  M. 

■  ■»  -S^^-fr— ^ 

ILLIAM  H.  MILLER^  the  owner  of 
a  finely  cultivated  farm  of  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  8,  Kingston  town- 
ship, came  to  Meeker  county  in  August, 
1865.  He  was  born  in  Bath,  Steuben  county, 
N.  y.,  January  2,  1814,  and  is  the  son  of 
David  and  Anna  Maria  (Bennett)  Miller, 
natives  of  the  "Empire  State,"  where  his 
father  died.  In  1838  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject came  to  Beaver  Dam,  Wis.,  where  she  is 
now  living,  having  passed  her  ninetieth  birth- 
day. Her  second  husband  was  Andrew 
Sears,  who  died  in  1855. 

Our  subject  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation in  his  native  State,  and,  as  he  grew  to 
manhood,  engaged  in  the  milling  business 
and  farming  with  his  uncle,  Slieldon  Seai-s, 
spending  some  thirty  years  in  various  kinds 
of  mills.  He.moved  to  Wisconsin  with  his 
mother,  and,  when  the  tocsin  of  war  sounded, 
enlisted,  November  5, 18G1,  in  the  Eighth  Bat- 
tery, Wisconsin  Light  Artillery,  and  veteran- 
ized in  the  same  battery  in  February,  18G4. 
lie  was  an  active  participant  in  a  number  of 


engagements,  among  which  were  the  battles 
of  Stone  River,  Perryville,  Chickamauga, 
Mission  Bidge,  Lookout  Mountain  and  Afur- 
freesboro.  lie  was  dischai'getl  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  August  10,  1805,  at  Milwaukee, 
and  came  direct  to  Meeker  county,  arriving 
here  the  last  day  of  that  month. 

Mr.  _Miller  was  married  in  1834  to  Miss 
Ellenor  Gregory,  from  whom  he  was  shortly 
afterward  divorced.  lie  wjis  subsequently 
married  to  Miss  Clarissa  Nodine,  and  two 
children  were  born  to  them — Susan  M.  and 
Charles  S.  Miller.  After  this  Mr.  Miller  re- 
moved to  Wisconsin,  and  a  short  time  later 
to  Chicago,  111.  In  1852  his  second  wife  died 
■while  on  a  visit  to  Portage  City,  AVis. 

Mr.  Miller  was  united  in  nuirriage  Decem- 
ber 26,  1855,  with  Miss  Susan  Sanders^^  a 
native  of  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  born  Novem- 
ber 14,  1837,  and. daughter  of  David  and 
Susan  (Wakefield')  Sanders,  both  of  whom 
are  deceased,  the  mother  In  1852,  and  the 
father  in  1882.  Iler  father  died  in  Portage 
county,  AVis.,  whither  he  had  removed  many 
yeare  before.  By  this  union  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Miller  are  the  parents  of  nine  children — 
Eugene,  born  May  20,  1859;  Edwin,  born 
April  20,  1867  ;  Emma,  born  July  22,  1868; 
Jennie  v.,  born  July  2,  1870;  and  Bertram 
D.,  born  October  3,  1878.  These_  are  all 
living.  Those  deceased  are — Etta  R.,  born 
August  25, 1856,  died  in  infancy  ;  Nellie  !M., 
born  June  9,  1861,  died  May  25,  1875 ;  Alice 
B.,  Avife  of  Wilford  Downing,  died  Novem- 
ber 8,  1883  ;  and  Jessie,  born  May  25,  1874, 
died  November  1, 1884. 

JjjT  MONG  the  most  prominent  newspaper 
jp^^  men  in  Meeker  county  should  be 
classed  II.  I.  Pktkkson,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Litchfield  Independent.  Ho  is  a  native 
of  Goodhue  count}',  Minn.,  born  at  Red 
Wing,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1857.  He 
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was  raised  upon  a  farm,  attending  district 
sclsools  during  the  winter  months  until  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  in  the 
mean  time  coming  with  his  parents  to  Meeker 
county,  IVIinn.,  in  1807.  AVhen  he  had 
readied  the  age  mentioned  he  entered  the 
of Kce  of  the  Meeker  county  iVceos  as  an  ap- 
prentice to  learn  the  printing  business,  and 
remained  there  for  about  two  years.  After 
that  time  he  was  engaged  chiefly  at  his  trade 
as  a  compositor  until  1876  when  he  bought  a 
])alf  interest  in  the  Litchfield  Independent, 
of  which  he  is  now  sole  propi-ietor. 

Mr.  Peterson  was  married  in  1881  to  Miss 
Jessie  Doll,  of  Meeker  county.  They  liave 
three  children  —  Edward  Leroy,  Florence 
Edith,  and  Bessie  Frances.  Mr.  Peterson 
takes  an  active  interest  in  all  matters  which 
tend  to  advance  the  mterests  of  either  town 
or  county;  is  a  capable  writer,  and  his  pa])er 
is  deservedly  influential  and  popular. 

AMES  H.  MORRI^S.  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
most  extensive  farmers  and  stock-raisei-s  in 
Meeker  county,  is  a  resident  of  section  22, 
Litclilield  township.  He  is  a  native  of  Fort 
I^iagara,  N.  Y.,  was  horn  on  the  26th  of 
September,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Colonel 
Thompson  and  Martha  B.  (LTpiiam)  Morris. 
His  father  was  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  tlie 
Fourth  United  States  Infantry,  M-as  a  prom- 
inent and  infhiential  man  of  his  times,  and  died 
on  the  IJrth  of  February,  1870.  James  11.  Mor- 
ris' great  gi'andparcnts  came  from  Wales  in 
1715,  and  located  near  Philadelphia.  His 
grandfather,  James  0.  Morris,  emigrated  to 
Ohio  in  1S14 ;  he  had  seen  service  in  the  Trip- 
olitan  war,  and  was  one  of  those  captured  on 
the  frigate  Pliiiadelphan,  and  held  prisoner 
for  two  years  by  the  Bashaw  of  Tripoli. 

James  K.  ]\[orris,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
began  life  for  himself  when  about  sixteen 


years  of  age,  by  clerking  for  Col./.  D.  Bing- 
ham, chief  quartermaster  of  the  Seventeenth 
corps,  but  was  taken  sick  in  front  of  Vicks- 
burg,  and  returned  home.    After  recuperat- 
ing he  began  clerking  for  Capt.  IL  B.  Good- 
rich, A.  Q.  M.,  and  continued  until  March, 
1804,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  137th  Ohio  In- 
fantry.   In  the  following  June  he  was  j)ro- 
moted  to  second  lieutenant  iu  the  Tenth 
?few  York  Artillery,  and  served  in  the  front 
of  Petersburg  and  Eichmond  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1864,  and  in  the  campaign  of  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  Va.,  in  the  fall  of  1864. 
During  the  winter  of  1865  he  was  in  the  front 
of  Petersburg  and  Eichmond,  on  the  Bermuda 
front ;  and  after  the  collapse  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, was  on  duty  in  Petersburg,  on  the 
atalf  of  post-commandant  Col.  George  C. 
Kibble,  of  the  Sixth  New  York  Artillery, 
lie  Avas  finally  mustered  out  of  the  service 
on  the  30th  of  June,  1865,  at  Sackett's  Har- 
bor, New  York.   After  the  close  of  the  war 
he  went  West,  and  finally  located  in  Minne- 
apolis.  In  March,  1809,  he  removed  to  Das- 
sel,  Meekej-  county,  where  he  erected  a  saw 
mill  and  built  the  first  store.   In  December, 
1873,  he  removed  to  Litchfield  and  engaged 
in  the  milling  and  mercantile  business.  His 
name  is  closely  indentified  with  the  growth 
and  develoimient  of  Litchfield,  and  he  fig- 
ures prominently  in  the  business  history  of 
the  coimty  seat.    On  the  1st  of  April,  1875, 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  that  place, 
and  retained  the  oifice  until  the  30th  of  June, 
1887.   lie  noAV  resides  on  his  magnificent 
farm  of  several  hundred  acres,  on  the  west- 
ern shore  of  Lake  Eipley,  and  devotes  his 
attention  to  his  extensive  farming  and  stock- 
raising  interests.    Mr.  Morris  has  taken  a 
prominent  and  active  interest  in  all  public 
matters.  He  was  first  lieutenant  of  Company 
II,  First   Eegiment   Minnesota  National 
Guards,  from  its  organization  until  March  1, 
1888 ;  is  a  member  of  Golden  Fleece  Lodge 
No. 80,  A.  F.&A.M.,andwasitsmasterfora 
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number  of  years;  a  member  of  Eabboni 
Chapter,  No.  39,  and  is  the  present  eminent 
commander  of  Mileta  Commandery  No. 
17,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  also  a  prom- 
inent member  of  Frank  Daggett  post,  G.  A.  E. 

Mr.  Morris  was  married  at  Minneapolis  "on 
the  13th  of  July,  1870,  to  Miss  Florence  J. 
"Williams.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John  G.and 
Jane  S.  Williams.  Her  father  died  in  Jul}', 
1880,  and  her  mother  is  now  living  in  Minne- 
apolis. Mrs.  "Williams,  her  mother,  has  five 
children  wlio  are  now  living,  as  follows ; 
Florence  J.,  now  Mrs.  Morris,  of  Litchfield ; 
Lou  B.,  now  Mrs.  James  E.  Upham,  of  Litch- 
field ;  J.  C.  Williams.  Marcia  A.  and  Sallie 
E.,  of  Minneapolis. 

Mr.  Morris  has  one  brother  and  one  sister  — 
Charles  A.  and  Maria  L.,  both  of  whom  are 
unmg,rried  and  are  living  in  Minneapolis. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrig  has 
been  blessed  with  the  following  named  chil- 
dren—  Mattie  F.,  Louise  J.,  James  C,  Thomp- 
son C.  and  Eichard  W.  (twins),  and  Harbron 
W.,  all  of  whom  are  living  excejit  Tiiompson 
C,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  months. 

We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  a  portrait 
of  Mr.  Morris  on  another  page  in  this  Album. 

^^^ENUS  O'KEEFFE,  a  well  known, 
Xil^^L.  successful  and  highly-respected 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  residing  on  section 
6,  Manannah  township,  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  the  northern  ])art  of 
the  county,  and  is  one  whose  enterprise  and 
thrift  are  evidenced  by  the  f.act  that  the 
building  improvements,  which  have  been 
erected  on  his  farm,  are  a  credit  to  the 
neighborhood  in  which  he  lives. 

Mr.  O'Keeffe  was  born  in  County  Cork, 
Ireland,  on  the  1st  of  November,  1830,  and 
is  a  son  of  Menus  and  Charlotte  (Fill pot) 
O'Keeffe.  He  remained  in  the  land  of  his 
birth  until  January,  1853,  when  he  sailed  for 


the  New  World,  landing  in  New  York  city 
April  12,  1853.  The}'  had  a  hard  voyage, 
and  for  a  time  he  lost  hope  of  ever  seeing 
the  United  States,  from  hunger  and  starva- 
tion, as  the  vessel  sprung  a  leak ;  but  finally 
landed  in  safety.  Our  subject  worked  at 
gardening  for  six  months,  at  100th  street, 
Eloomingdale  road,  N.  Y.,  and  froni  there 
went  to  Manhattanville,  and  drove  an  ex- 
press wagon  between  that  point  and  Fulton 
street,vfrom  September  until  the  following 
March,  1851,  being  without  mitts  or  over- 
coat. Speaking  of  it  he  says :  "  I  felt  com- 
fortable, as  my  Irish  blood  Avas  "warm  and 
young  at  tiiat  time."  In  April,  1851,  he 
went  to  work  as  hostler  and  groom  in  a 
hotel  on  the  Eloomingdale  road,  N.  Y.,  and 
remained  for  five  years.  In  1859  he  began 
work  in  the  Central  Park,  N.  Y.,  which  he 
continued  f<n'  live  years,  and  then  started  for 
the  "  Great  West,"  and  the  lieadwaters  of 
the  "mighty  Mississippi."  lie  landed  at 
Minneapolis,  and  for  two  years  wasenijiloyed 
on  the  Manitoba  railroad  at  Cedar  Lake,  and 
also  at  brick-making.  In  the  fall  of  ISUG  he 
came  to  Meeker  county,  driving. through  by 
team,  and  located  on  section  G,  Manannah 
township,  where  he  still  lives.  He  is  com- 
fortably fixed,  as  the  saying  goes,  in  this 
world's  goods,  and  has  a  very  pleasant 
home,  a  good  wife  and  an  intelligent  family, 
lie  owns  240  acres  of  land,  a  goodly  portion 
of  which  is  under  cultivation,  and  also  does 
considerable  in  the  stock-raising  line.  In 
political  matters  he  is  a  democrat. 

Mr.  O'Xecffewas  married  in  July,  1S5G,  to 
Julia  ^IcLoncy,  and  they  have  been  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows — Will- 
iam, Menus,  Mar}',  Sharlotte,  John,  Eliza- 
beth, Julia,  !^[argaret  and  James.  All  llie 
children  are  living,  except  Wiljiam,  Mary 
and  Sliarlotte,  who  died  and  were  buried  in 
New  York  city.  Both  Mr.  and  ]\rrs..  O'Kcclfe 
are  zealous  and  prominent  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church. 
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ill".  O'Keeffe's  pjirents  died  in  Meeker 
county.  Mrs.  Q^£ecffe;sii!irents  were  natives 
of  Ireland,  and  are  stiil  residents  of  County 
Cork,  in  their  native  land. 


WHOM  AS  H..BOGAR.  Avlio  came  to 
at; 


!    Minnesota,  in  tiie  spring  of  3800,  was 
horn  NovcMiher  10,  1810,  in  Juniata  county, 
Penn.,  on  the  hanks  of  tiiat  heautiful  river 
known  in  jjoetry  as  tlie  "Blue  Juniata," 
where  his  childhood  years  were  spent.  He 
was  brought  up  as  a  miller,  that  being  his 
father's  occupation.    "When  a  mere  Jad  the 
family  moved  to  Hawlcins  county,  Tenn., 
where  he  assisted  his fatlier  in  runninga large 
flouring  mill.  On  leaving  the  mill  he  learned 
the  saddler's  trade;  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  went  to  Russell  county,  Va.,  and  com- 
menced business  at  Lebanon,  the  countv 
seat.    Here  ho  met  and  married  Sallie  t", 
<laughtcr  of  Garland  and  Martitia  jThurstoji) 
iluiliof  this  union  were  born  eleven  children 
—six  sons  and  live  daughters,  nine  of  whom' 
readied  the  years  of  maturity.    In  the  year 
of  1837  lie  removed  from  Russell  to  Tazewell 
county,  locating  at  Thoiiipson's  Gap.  Intend- 
ing to  go  to  Oregon  by  way  of  the  overland 
route— the  only  way  at  that  time— he  turned 
a  considerable  part  of  liis  means  into  extra 
good  horses  and  wagons.     I3ut  before  he 
succeeded   in  closing  up  Jiis  business  the 
great  financial  crisis  came.    Embarrassed  by 
liis  own  debts,  and  that  of  a  friend  for  whom 
lie  was  surety,  he  succeeded  in  meeting  his 
own  liabilities,  but  saAv  his  property  sold  at 
iniblic  auction  to  satisify  creditors  of  the 
Jnan  for  whom  he  had  indorsed.     He  was 
broke.    When  the  worst  of  the  ci'asli  was 
over— being  sued,  he  sued  no  one— he  col- 
lected-what  he  could  of  his  outstanding 
notes  and  accounts,  and  bought  a  small  farm 
(100  acres)  located  in  Thompson  Yalley. 
Here  he  endeavored  with  indifferent  success 


to  die 


a  Jivmg  out 


of  the  ground. 
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five  years'  residence  on  the  farm  he  sold  out- 
and  removed  to  Piketon,  Pike  county,  Ky, 
Here  he  worked  at  his  trade,  employing  only 
two  assistants,  holding  at  the  same  time  the 
office  of  postmaster,  to  which  he  was 
appointed  soon  after  his  arrival  in  the 
village.  In  1851  he  removed  to  John's  Creek 
yalley  same  county,  and  leasing  land,  engaged 
in  raising  grain  and  stock,  in  which  pursuit 
he  was  fairly  successful  until  the  breaking 
out  of  tlie  civil  war,  when  his  property  was 
.again  lost  in  various  ways.  In  politics  he 
was  a  democi'at;  in  religion  a  Methodist.  He 
.  was  beloved  by  all,  especially  by  the  young, 
who  liked  to  congregate  at  the  house  of  the 
kind  and  genial  man.  He  was  at  one  time 
a  slave  holder,  the  property  coming  from 
his  wife's  estate;  but  he  always  thought  the 
system  a  curse. 

In  the  stormy  days  of  secession,  he  took 
the  field  as  a  campaign  speaker;  being  well 
read  in  history,  more  especially  the  history 
of  his  own  country,  his  opponent,  a  young 
man  of  tlie  legal  profession,  soon  learned  that 
the  quiet  farmer,  wlio  knew  how  to  grind 
Avheat,  make  a  saddle,  or  lead  a  meeting,  also 
knew  how  to  make  a  speech.   On  one  occa- 
sion, after  the  speeches  had  been  delivered,  a 
man  walked  up  to  Mr.  Eogarand  struck  him 
over  the  head  with  a  cane.   The  blow  stunned 
him,   but  recovering  himself,  Mr.  Bogar 
walked  away,  got  on  his  horse  and  went  to" 
the  next  precinct,  telling  people  that  the 
blow  Avas  their  best  argument. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  enlisted 
in  the  fourteenth  Regiment,  U.  S.  Infantry, 
serving  about  three  inonths,  principally  as  a 
scout,  and  was  then  discharged  for  disability. 
Mr.  Bogar's  sons,  like  himself,  were  strong 
Union  men.  Joseph,  the  oldest,  cast  one  of 
the  two  Lincoln  votes. in  Pike  county.  Ivy., 
Moses  H.,  the  second  son,  enlisted  in  the 
same  regiment  as  the  father,  and  at  the  same 
time.  John  G.,  the  third  son,  only  a  lad, 
latel-  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-Ninth  Kentucky. 
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In  1866,  Mr.  Bogar  came  to  Minnesota 
bringing  most  of  his  family  Avitli  him,  and 
located  on  section  2,  Collin  wood,  Avhere  he 
lived  until  the  time  of  his  death,  November 
1,  1868.  The  widow  still  lives  on  the  home- 
stead, and  Mrs.  0.  A.  Pauley,  her  daughter, 
has  lived  with  her  most  of  the  time. 

»-^^"<"  • 

ANDREW  W.  EKLUND  is  one  of  the 
leading  and  most  successful  farmers 
and  stock-raisers  in  Danielson  township, 
being  a  resident  of  section  5,  in  that  subdi- 
vision of  Meeker  county.  He  comes  from 
the  same  sturdy  race  which  forms  sucli  a 
large  element  in  Meeker  county's  popula 
tion,  having  been  born  in  Sweden  on  the 
31st  of  March,  1846,  being  a  son  of  John  and 
Bertha  Olson.  He  remained  in  liis  native 
land  until  18C9,  Avhen  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  and,  shortly  after  liis  arrival,  he  set- 
tled in  Michigan,  where  he  was  emjiloyed  in 
the  iron  mines  and  where  he  remained  about 
seven  yeai-s.  At  the  expiration  of  tliat 
time,  thinking  that  he  could  better  his  con- 
dition, financially  and  otherwise,  he  came  to 
Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  purchased  a 
farm  on  section  5,  in  Danielson  township, 
Avhere  he  has  since  lived.  He  now  has  a 
splendid  farm  of  160  acres,  upon  which  he 
has  put-  excellent  improvements,  having 
erected  a-  fine  house,  barn  and  other  farm 
buildings.  Mr.  Eklund  is  in  very  comfort- 
able circumstances,  and  lie  owes  all  he  has 
to  his  own  efforts  and  industry,  as  he  was  al- 
most penniless  Avhen  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  his  sister  having  advanced  him  the 
money  with  which  to  pay  his  faro.  Since 
coming  to  Meeker  county  he  has  lost  several 
crops  through  the  grasshoppers,  but,  con- 
sidering everything,  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful and  is  now  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances. In  political  matters  Mr.  Eklund 
affiliates  with  the  democratic  party.  He 


takes  a  commendable  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  has  held  the  office  of  school 
treasurer  for  eight  years. 

Mr.  Eklund  was  married  on  the  24tli  of 
June,  ISTO,  to  Miss  Sophia  Larson,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Lars  and  Bertha  Olson,  who  Avar  *)orn 
on  the  18th  of  December,  ISi'J.  Their  i  v. 
riage  has  been  blessed  Avith  thi-ee  childrva« 
as  foUoAvs — ^Anna  Sophia,  born  May  4,  187i 
Mary  Josephina,  born  April  28,  1873;  and 
Charles  William,  born  July  23,  1882. 

SHARLES  A.  GREENLEAF,  the  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  W.  II. 
Gi-eenleaf  &  Son,  lumber  dealers  of  Litch- 
field, is,  in  the  opinion  of  his  fellow  towns- 
inen,  one  of  the  most  ])romising  young  busi- 
ness men  of  the  village.  He  Avas  born  in 
Meeker  county,  lilinn.,  Oct.  27, 1861,  and  is 
the  son  of  Hon.  William  H.  Green  leaf,  one 
of  the  most  inffuential  and  leading  citizens 
of  the  county.  In  his  younger  days, 
Charles  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  primitive  log  cabin  school  houses  of  the 
period,  around  Avhose  rugged  walls  fond 
memories  throAV  the  glamour  of  boyhood's 
halcyon  days.  After  the  family  removed  to 
Litchfield,  our  subject  commenced  a  more 
advanced  course  of  schooling,  finishing  Avith 
a  course  in  the  excellent  high  school  of 
Litchfield,  and  Avas  graduated  Avith  the  first 
class  to  finish  in  that  institution.  Ho  at 
.once  iissumed  a  position  in  his  father's  ])laco 
of  business  and  continued  in  his  employ 
until  attaining  his  majority  in  1882,  Avheii 
lie  entered  into  thei)rosoiit  (inn.  He  is  also 
engageil  in  the  real  estate  business,  owning 
and  controlling  an  addition  to  the  city  of 
Minneapolis,  in  connection  with  H.  S.  Bran- 
ham;  and  also  an  addition  to  the  village  of 
Litchfield,  in  company  with  others. 

January  IS,  1887,  Mr.  Greenlcaf  Avas 
united  in  marriage  Avith  Miss  llattie  D. 
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Campbell,,  a  native  of  Manciiester,  Conn.,  but 
reared  in  Hartford,  the  same  State.  Mr. 
Greenleaf  is  a  careful  business  man  and 
occupies  a  prominent  place  in  the  estimation 
of  liis  fellow  citizens.  He  is  at  the  present 
a  member  of  the  village  council,  represent 
ing  the  first  \va,rd. 

— »-i^^-<>-  ■- 

/^fr^ARL  SCHULTZ,  a  prominent  old  set- 
V^;/  tier  of  Meeker  county,  residing  on 
section  23,  in  Harvey  township,  was  born 
in  tiie  western  part  of  Prussia,  on  the 
24tii  of  M.ay,  1830.  He  remained  in  his 
native  land  during  his  boyhood  days,  and 
until  the  1st  of  April,  1854,  when  he  sailed 
for  America,  landing  in  the  city  of  New 
York  on  the  17tli  of  May.  Two  days  later 
he  went  to  Chicago,  and  remained  near  that 
city,  working  in  a  lime-kiln  for  about  two 
months.  Oliicago  was  then  only  a  small 
village.  From  there  he  went  to  the  pineries 
of  Northern  ]\[ichigan,  and  remained  there 
until  1855,  when  he  returned  to  Chicago. 
In  October,  1850,  he  started  for  Meeker 
county,  Minn.,  landing  at  Forest  City  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1850,  and  remained  there 
until  the  10th  of  the  following  May.  He 
then  went  to  Minneapolis  and  -worked  dur- 
ing the  summer  on  a  farm  near  bv,  for  E. 
P.  Eussell.  Tiie  following  winter  he  Vi'orked 
near  Porest  City,  getting  out  fence  rails.  In 
the  meantime,  on  the  1st  of  November, 
1850,  he  had  taken  a  preempt  inn  on  section 
23,  IJarvey  township,  and  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1858  he  put  in  some  crops  and 
worked  on  the  place,  remaining  upon  it  until 
the  spring  of  1862,  when  he  went  to  Minne- 
apolis, where  he  worked  at  the  mason's  trade 
until  the  following  October.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Harvey,  remained  about  a  month 
cind  went  to  Fort  Snelling,  where,  on  the 
10th  of  December,  1SG3,  he  enlisted  in  Com 
pany  D,  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry.  lie 
served  in  the  Northwest,  was  with  the  Sully 


expedition  and  remained  in  the  service  until  ■ 
the  1st  of  September,  1865,  when  he  Avas 
discharged  on  account  of  sickness,  and  re- 
turned to  Harvey  township,  where  his 
brother  Rudolph  was  living.  He  re- 
mained with  his  brother  during  the  winter, 
until  he  was  able  to  walk  again,  and  then 
went  to  Minneapolis  and-  spent  the  summer 
Avorking  on  the  Eussell  farm.  The  ensuing 
winter  was  spent  in  Harvey,  and  the  follow- 
ing summer  he  avsis  engaged  at  mason  work 
at  Minneapolis.  Then,  in  the  fall  of  186Y, 
he  returned  to  Ilarvej'  and  has  since  made 
this  his  home. 

On  the  lYth  of  November,  186Y,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Minna  Theile,  and  the. 
fruits  of  their  union  have  been  five  children, 
all  of  Avliora  are  still  living,  as  follows — 
Louisa,  Ida,  Clara,  Minnie  and  Carl.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Schultz  are  active  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  devout  Christians. 
Mr.  Schultz  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
all  matters  calculated  to  benefit  his  town- 
ship, and  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  and 
highly  respected  citizens  of  the  county. 

It  ma}'  be  of  interest  to  state  that  Mr. 
Shultz's  farm-house  Avas  used  as  headquarters 
by  the  Indians  when  the  attack  was  made  on 
Forest  City  in  1862. 

—  

1^  ARCELLUS  GREENWOOD,  one  of 
Js^J^^  the  "  bravo  boys  in  blue,"  now  liv- 
ing in  Forest  Prairie  township,  on  section 
26,  came  to  the  county  in  1881,  and  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  of  Michael  Flynn^ 
Avhere  he  now  lives.  He  was  born  in  St. 
Lawrence  county.  New  York,  August  25, 
18'32,  and  is  the  son  of  Carlos  and  Rosa 
Ann  (Duquef)  Greenwood,  natives  of  Canada, 
who  emigrated  to  New  York  in  1830,  where 
they  made  their  home  until  1806.  The 
mother  died  in  the  Empire  State,  after  Avhich 
the  father  of  our  subject  removed  to  Sibley 
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county,  Minn.  Marcellus  was  married, 
October  12,  1853,  to  Miss  Eosanna  Gesrner, 
who  is  also  a  native  of  St.  Lawrence  county, 
N.  Y.,  and  by  this  union  there  has  been 
born  a  family  of  twelve  children  — Libby, 
Mary,  Allen,  Frank,  Emma,  Louisa,  Sophia, 
Edward,  Stephen,  Jerome,  Eosa  and  Maggie. 
All  the  oliildren  are  married  except  the  last 
five.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Greenwood 
coincides  with  the  republican  party.  His 
family  are  zealous  members  of  the  Eoman 
Catholic  church.  ' 

During  the  late  civil  war,  December  28, 
1863,  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  M, 
Eighteenth  New  York  Cavalry,  and  served 
Avith  that  gallant  regiment,  being  transferred 
to  Company  I,  until  May  31,18GC,when  he  was 
mustered  out  of  service  at  Victoria,  Texas, 
and  returned  to  his  home.  His  service  was 
chiefly  performed  in  Vii-ginia,  the  regiment 
being  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

-.V.  -t^gl^S-J,  ,/a  ■  ■ 

M.UGUST  DAVIDSON,  a  farmer  on  sec- 
tion  18,  Acton  township,  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Minnesota,  having  settled  Avithin 
its  boundaries  while  it  was  yet  a  territory. 
Mr.  .Davidson  is  a  son  of  David  and  Kate 
JSTelson/and  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  1st 
of  June,  1838.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1884,  and  came  direct  to  Chisago  county, 
Minnesota.  He  remained  there  a  few  weeks 
and  then  went  to  "Wisconsin,  where,  for  two 
yeai-s,  he  was  employed  by  one  man  in  farm- ' 
ing,  after  which  he  worked  another  year  for 
a  neighbor.  He  then  went  to  the  pineries 
and  was  employed  at  lumbering  and  "on  the 
drive"  until  the  fall  of  18G4,  when  he  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  Third  Minnesota  Volunteer 
Infantry.  They  were  sent  South  for  service 
and  participated  in  several  skirmishes  but  not 
in  any  pitched  battle.  After  a  year's  service, 
the  war  closed  and  being  honorably  dis- 
charged he  returned  to  the  pineries  of  Wis- 


consin, where  he  woi'ked  until  the  spring  of 
1868.  During  that  spring  he  came  to  Meeker 
county,  Minn.,  and  bought  land  in  Acton 
township.  He  at  onco  began  fai-ming,  and 
has  since  made  this  his  home.  He  has  been 
very  successful  and  now  owns  270  acres  of 
land,  and  has  it  improved  .with  substantial 
farm  buildings.  He  does  a  general  farming 
and  stock-raising  business. 

Mr.  Davidson  was  married  on  the  25th  of 
June,  1808,  to  Matilda  Anderson,  and  their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  the  following 
named  children  — Levi,  born  May  20,1869; 
George,  born  November  11, 1875;  G!ara,  born 
Juno  9, 1882;  and  Arthur,  born  November  28, 
1884.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Swed- 
ish Lutiieran  Church.  In  political  matters 
Mr.  Davidson  afliliates  with  tlie  republican 
party.  The  pai-eiits  of  Mr.. Davidson  still  re- 
side in  Sweden,  their  native  land,  while  tlioso 
of  Mrs.  Davidson  are  i-esidenls  of  Meeker 
county, 

OHN  J.  SUNDOUIST.  the  photogra)>liic 
artist  anil  notion  and  clothing  dealer  of 
JJassel,  is  a  fair  representative  of  the  class  of 
self-made  men  who  have  "  climbed  the  ladder 
rung  by  rung"  to  an  easy  competence.  Eorn 
among  the  wild  and  picturesque  scenery  of 
Sweden,  April  28,  1840,  the  son  of  John  and 
Keser  Johnson^  his  boyliood  and  youth  were 
passed  in  his  native  land.  His  father  served 
m  the  Swedish  National  Guards,  and  i-e- 
mained  in  that  kingdom  until  his  death. 

The  subject  of  our  narrative,  when  about 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  feeling  tlie  impos- 
sibility of  raising  himself  financially  above  the 
estate  in  which  he  was  born  in  that  country, 
determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  tlie  newer 
countries  across  the  sea,  and  embarking, 
landed  upon  the  shores  of  America,  and 
made  his  way  to  Pepin  county.  Wis.  On  his 
arrival  there,  with  but  fifty  cents  in  his 
pocket,  he  was  taken  down  sick,  and  felt  that 
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the  fortune  of  the  poor  emigrant  was  at  a 
very  low  ebb.  As  soon  as  ho  recovered,  he 
started  for  i[innesota,  and  on  reaching  the 
river,  opposite  Lake  City,  liad  but  twenty- 
live  cents  to  his  name.  Soinr  tiling  to  eat 
cost  iifteeu  of  this,  and  ten  c«  uts  to  cross  the 
river,  landed  him  in  Minnesota  totally  penni- 
less and  friendless,  and  the  prospect  looked 
dark  to  him  indeed.  Instead  of  sitting  down 
to  grieve  about  it,  however,  he  found  work 
with  a  farmer  near  Eochester,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  fall.  In  the  spring  of  18T0 
he  commenced  work  on  the  river  division  of 
the  Chicago,  Milwaulcee  &  St.  Paul  rail- 
road, grading,  and  ^vas  soon  made  foreman 
of  a  gang  of  men.  The  following  spring  he 
went  to  Scott  county,  this  State,  when  he 
commenced  contracting  for  grading  on  the 
Hastings  &  Dakota  railroad,  and  worked 
hard  until  the  fall,  when  he  went  to  St.  Paul 
and  there  bought  a  boarding  house  and 
saloon  which  he  only  ran  a  short  time. 
About  the  last  of  1871,  he  removed  to  Car- 
ver county,  and  took  some  more  contracts 
for  grading,  and  there  remained  until  the 
stoppage  of  work  in  1872.  Purchasing  some 
land  in  connection  with  others,  he  platted 
and  established  the  village  of  Norwood, 
wiiere  he  made  his  home  until  1885,  follow- 
ing riiilroad  construction  during  the  summer 
months,  and  photography  in  the  winters. 
The  restless  activity  that  ever  prompted  him 
to  better  his  condition,  induced  him  in  the 
spring  of  1885,  to  sell  out  his  interests  in 
Norwood,  and  remove  to  Dassel  village, 
where  ho  purchased  ten  acres  of  ground 
{uljoining  the  town  site,  where  ho  put  up  his 
residence.  Later  the  same  season,  he  pur- 
chased some  town  lots  and  put  up  the  brick 
store  building  which  he  now  occupies,  laying 
out  in  these  improvements  about  S4,500.  In 
the  summer  of  1886,  Mr.  Sundquist  put  in  a 
stock  of  drugs,  but  a  few  months  later  dis- 
posed of  them  and  opened  a  stock  of  notions, 
to  which  he  added  afterwards,  clothing  and 


boots  and  shoes.  In  connection  with  this 
business  he  carries  on  the  photographic  art 
gallery,  the  second  story  being  fitted  up  for 
that  business. 

Mr.  Sundquist  was  married  in  .  October, 
1871,  to  Miss  Anna  Swenson,  a  native  of 
Sweden.  Since  becoming  a  citizen  of  Diissel, , 
Mr.  Sundquist  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
all  matters  relating  to  his  adopted  home,  and 
the  people,  believing  that  a  man  who  has 
been  so  successful  in  his  own  affairs,  Avould 
be  so  in  the  public's,  elected  hira  to  the  posi- 
tion of  member  of  the  village  board  of 
trustees  in  1888. 

 «"5^i^-*— ^ 

IMP  P..NELSON,  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent  and  successfuLbusiness  men  in  the 
count}',  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Kelson, 
Johnson  &  Larson,  dealers  in  general  mer- 
chandise at  Litchfield.  Mr.  Nelson  is  a  native 
of  Sweden,  born  on  the  29th  of  October,  1840, 
and  is  a  son  of  Nels  and  Johanna  Anderson. 
Ills  early  life  was  spent  in  the  land  of  his  birth, 
but  in  1862,  with  his  parents,  he  embarked 
for  America,  and  after  a  voyage  of  eleven 
weeks  they  landed  on  the.  shores  of  the  new 
world  and  proceeded  to  St.  Paul.  It  had 
been  their  intention  to  settle  on  Foot  Lake, 
in  Kandiyohi  county,  Minn.,  but,  learning  of 
the  Indian  outbreak,their  plans  were  changed, 
and  shortly  afterward  B.  P.  Nelson,  our  sub- 
ject, went  to  Galesburg,  Knox  county.  111., 
where  lie  remttined  from  October,  1862,  until 
the  following  May.  We  next  find  him  in 
Chicago,  where  he  remained  for  six  months 
at  work  in  a  brickyard.  The  following  win- 
ter was  spent  in  the  pineries  of  Michigan, 
after  which  he  settled  at  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
and  for  two  years  and  a  half  worked  in  an 
agricultural  warehouse  for  Bigelow,  Murdock 
&  Co.  After  leaving  there,  for  about  a  year 
he  was  at  various  places,  principally  in  Mee- 
ker county,  and  in  Cottage  Grove,  and  then 
went  to  Nicollet  countj',  and  started  a  store 
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at  New  Sweden.  Two  years  and  a  half  later 
he  sold  his  business  to  his  brother  in-law, 
John  Burke,  and  came  to  Litchfield,  arriving 
here  during  the  year  1871.  Upon  his  arrival 
he,  -witii  his  brother,  Andrew  Nelson,  engaged 
in  the  general  mercantile  business,  and  con- 
tinued in  it  for  tliree  years,  when  the  business 
was  sold  to  A.  Cairncross.  After  this  our 
subject  was  engaged  in  farming  and  buying 
grain  until  1880,  when  the  present  firm  of 
Nelson,  Johnson  &  Larson  was  formed,  and 
he  has  since  devoted  his  time  to  tlie  interests 
of  the  firm. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  married  on  tlie  31st  of 
May,  1878,  to  Emily  E.  Johnson,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  four  children,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy,  and  tiie  other  three — Archie 
E.,  Clara  E.  and  Bertram  0. — are  living. 

Mr.  Nelson  ha.s  taken  a  prominent  and 
active  interest  in  all  matters  of  a  public  nat- 
ure, and  he  has  been  closel}'^  identified  Avith 
the  groAvth  and  development  of  business 
enterprises  of  Litchfield.  He  hsis  been  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  Meeker  County  Bank 
ever  since  its  organization. 

^M^NDREW  CARLSON,  a  successful  far- 
mer  residmg  on  section  17,  Greenleaf 
township,  was  born  in  Sweden,  on  the  17th 
of  February,  1825.  His  parents  were  both 
natives  of  the  same  country,  and  lived  there 
until  the  time  of  tlieir  deaths.  Andrew 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  Avorked  at 
that  and  other  vocations  in  his  native  land 
until  1869,  when  he  sailed  for  America. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival  he  went  to  Mich- 
igan, where  he  was  employed  chiefly  at  min- 
ing, and  remained  until  187i,  when  he  came 
to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  purchased  the 
farm  in  Greenleaf  township,'  where  lie  has 
since  lived.  lie  has  a  well-cultivated  farm 
of  120  acres,  and  devotes  liis  attention  to  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising.   Mr.  Carlson 


was  married,  in  185G,  to  Maria  C.  Olson,  a 
native  of  Sweden.  She  bore  him  two. chil- 
dren, and  died  in  Sweden  on  the  23d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 18CS.  The  children  were  Andrew  G. 
and  Alfred  G.  Anderson.  Andrew  Avas  born 
in  16C0,  and  died  in  infancy. 

Alfred  G.  Anderson,  the  second  child,  was 
born  in  Sweden,  on  the  21st  of  December, 
18G3,  and  came  to  America  when  still  a  lad, 
Avith  his  father,  with  whom  he  still  lives. 
Alfred  was  married,  on  the' 4th  of  July,  1885, 
to  Augusta  E.  Ilagerstrom.  and  the  couple 
have  had  one  child — ^Elmer  T.,'born  May  12, 
1886. 

The  father  and  son  are  both  intelligent, 
progressive  citizens.  They  are  prohibition- 
ists in  political  matters.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Swedish  Baptist  Church. 

.M.UGUST  SWANSON, a  progressive  and 
,jp5^3L.  successful  farmer  and  .  stock-raiser 
residing  on  section  17,  Cedar  Mills  township, 
is  a  nati\'o  of  Sweden,  whore  he  was  born  on 
the  15th  of  June,  1844.  His  early  life  avus 
spent  in  his  native  land,  Avhoro  he  remained' 
until  ho  had  reached  the  age  of  tAventy-four, 
and  then  came  to  the  United  States.  Upon 
his  arrival  he  Avent  to  Marquette  County, 
Mich.,  where  he  secured  Avork  in  the  iron 
mines.  He  remained  there  for  about  five 
yeai-s,  and  then  started  West,  and  on  March 
13,  1874,  in  C^ompany  with  his  brother,  Fred 
Swanson,  he  arrived  in  iMeeker  county, 
Minn.,  and  together  tlieypurchsised  the  farm 
Avhich  had  been  originally  taken  by  J,  V. 
Branlmm,  in  the  northern  part  of  Greenleaf 
township.  August  lived  there  with  his 
brother  until  1876,  Avhon  he  sold  his  interest 
in  the  place.  After  that  he  Avorked  in  that 
township  for  two  years,  and  in  1878  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  on  section  17,  Ceilar  Mills 
township,  where  ho  still  resides,  erecting  the 
liouse  in  which  he  lives,  in  1880.   He  has  a 
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valuable  fui'iu-  ol'  200  acres,  a  good  share  of 
wliicli  is  under  cultivation,  and  has  substan- 
tial and  comfoi'table  building  improvements, 
lie  devotes  his  attention  extensively  to  stock- 
raising  in  connection  witli  his  farming,  and 
by  his  integrity,  industry  and  entei-prise  lie 
has  gained  tlie  reputation  of  being  one  of  tlie 
most  substantia]  and  most  highly  respected 
citizens  of  the  township. 

Mr.  Swansoii  was  mai-ried,  November  24, 
1879,  to  Mrs.  Ohi-istina  Eiickson,  a  native  of 
Sweden,  Avho  was  born  October  7,  1832, 


fOHN  C..KRUGER,  a  prominent  and  rep- 
resontativo  citi/.on,  of  Ellswortli  town- 


ship, living  on  section  8,  came  to  this  county 
May  27, 18C3,  and  settled  on  section  8  of  the 
aamo  town,  whore  ho  remained  until  tiio 
Indian  outln-oak  tliat  fall.  At  that  time  he 
went  to  Forest  (Jity,  Kingston,  and  Cleai'- 
water,  but  soon  came  back  and  renuiined 
tliat  winter  in  Forest  City.  In  the  spring  he 
moved  to  a  farm  in  that  vicinity,  and  from 
tlioro  after  one  season  si)ent  in  Greenloaf 
township,  came  to  liis  present  residence,  where 
he  took  up  eighty  acres  under  the  homestead 
law,  to  which  he  h.-is  added  some  300  acres, 
and  i?,ow  hiis  an  excellent  fai-m. 
^  ,yi.(uv>^' W.^ v?Uj(or  was  born  in  the  nortliei-n  part 
^Zb^^'^P^  Germanx',  May  1,  1815,  antl  is  the  son  of 
'Charles  D.  Krugor,  who  wiis  the  pai-ent  of 
l^n/^v^  live  children  — four  besides  our  sul)ject  — 
William,  Herman,  Charles  and  Slaiy,  the 
latter  the  widow  of  John  Putzer,  of  Green- 
loaf. 

;  Mr.Jfruger  remained  in  the  "fatherland  " 

f,  "iifcil  1851,  wlien  ho  sought  in  free  America 

the  chance  for  achiovinga  competency  denied 
in  the  land  of  iiis  birth,  so  down-trodden  is 
ft  by  military  despotism.  lie  located  in 
Illinois,  whei-e  he  remained  until  coming  to 
Minnesota.  Before  leaving  his  native  coun- 
try, October  20,  184G,  he  was  united  in  mar- 


riage with  Miss  Mary  Long^  a  native  of  the 
same  Empire,  a  daugliter  of  Fi-ed  Long.  She 
■was  born  March  20, 1824.  By  this  union  thei-e 
have  been  born  five  children,  as  follows  — 
Charles,  Ferdinand,  Mary,  Minnie  and  Li?zie. 
In  his  political  faith  Mr.  Krugor  strongly 
clings  to  the  republican  doctrines,  and  sup- 
ports the  candidates  of  that  i)arty. 


f^RANK  Mc:|NTYRE,  a  well-to-do  and 
Ifp-  jirosperuus  I'armor  of  Manannah  town- 
ship, has  his  beautiful  home  upon  section  26, 
and  is  surrounded  by  his  magnificent  estate  of 
440  acres  of  as  line  land  as  any  in  the  county, 
lie  is  a  native  of  County  Cavan,  Ireland,  born 
May  12,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and 
Mary  (Ciark")  Mclntyre.  He  remained  in  the 
land  of  his  birth  until  nineteen  years 
of  age,  when  perceiving  the  impossibility  of 
•getting  ahead  in  that  landlord-i'iddeji  land, 
he  eniigratcd  to  the  New  Woi-Id,  landing 
in  Now  York  city,  staying  there  a  year;  in 
the  fall  of  1852,  camo  West,  and  located  in 
Joliet,  III.,  wliere  ho  was  employed  in  the 
stone  quarries  until  18C5,  a  good  share  of  the 
time  as  foreman.  In  the  meantime,  however, 
lie  spent  four  months  in  Cuba,  laying  tiie 
first  street-car-  trades  in  Ilavanna. 

In  June,  1SG3,  Mr.  McIntjTcmadeatripto 
Meeker  county  with  the  intention  of  taking 
up  a  homestead.  Part  of  the  way  was  made 
on  foot,  notwithstanding  tlie  warnings 
and  expostulations  of  the  parties  along  the 
lino  of  his  march,  as  tiiere  was  a  fresh  Indian 
scare  that  summer  growing  out  of  the 
killing  of  Captain  Cady.  Arriving  at  Forest 
City,  the  Avater  was  too  high  to  cross,  so  on 
the  advice  of  F.JMcCusl;cr,  he  decided  to  take 
a  homestead  on  section  20.  This  was  the 
first  claim  mado  north  of  the  Crow  river. 
Ho  returned  to  St.  Cloud,  and  filed  his  entry 
on  the  homestead,  and  returned  to  Joliet, 
wliere  he  staid  until  1805.   In  July  of  that 
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year  be  brought  bis  family  by  team  as  far  as 
LaCrosse  and  then  be  returned  to  Joliet  to 
finish  some  work.  Tbe  family  continued 
their  journey  from  LaCrosse  in  company  with 
his  wife's  brotbers  and  fatber,and  upon  arriv- 
ing here  tbe  wife  stayed  with  the  McCusker 
family  — (ber  brother-in-law).  A  cabin  was 
commenced  on  Molntyre's  claim,  which  was 
the  first  bouse  erected  in  the  township  north 
of  the  Crow  river.  October  18  the  cabin  was 
raised  — those  wlio  helped  being  James  and 
Peter  Mclntyre,  Owen  Quinn,  Peter  MoMti- 
hon^  Fergus  McOusker,  Edward  Murply, 
Michael  and  Jarries  McNulty  and  possibly  a 
few  others.  Mrs.  Mclntyre  cooked  their  din- 
ner under  an  oak  tree.  On  the  22d  of  Novem- 
ber Mr.  Mclntyre  arrived  and  at  once  began 
finishing  the  cabin,  but  it  Avas  not  finished 
with  doors,  etc.,  until  the  20th  of  December. 
In  tbe  meantime,  however,  tliey  decided  to 
occupy  the  cabin,  so  he  waded  the  river  and 
brought  over  his  wife  and  they  accordingly 
"moved  in."  One  of  their  first  mishaps  was 
the  loss  of  their  only  pan  of  bread  dough 
which  their  dog  made  a  meal  of,  and  Mr. 
Mclntyre  had  to  go  hungry  until  his  Avifo 
went  to  McCusker's  for  more  provisions. 
During  the  following  ■  winter,  1865-C,  he 
completed  his  stable,  finishing  it  about  dark 
New  Year's  day.  His  horses  refused  to  go 
into  it  for  the  first  time  in  the  dark,  so  he  was 
obliged  to  blanket  them  and  let  them  stand 
outside  till  daylight.  A  storm  came  up 
which  made  ii  severe  for  tlio  dumb  animal^, 
but  they  could  not  be  forced  into  their  new 
quarters  until  light  gave  them  confidence. 
As  he  was  the  first  settler  on  that  side  of  the 
Crow  river,  he  was  often  cut  off  from  neigh- 
bors by  high  water.  He  at  once  went  to 
work  to  develop  the  place,  and  from  this 
humble  beginning,  by  incessant  labor,  natur- 
al basiness  tact,  and  commendable  frugality, 
has  built  up  his  present  fortune.  Mr.  Mcln- 
tyre devotes  considerable  attention  to  stocic, 
having  now  a  fine  herd  of  about  si.xty  head 


-MINNESOTA.  269 

of  cattle,  besides  horses.  His  building  im- 
provements are  among  the  finest  in  the  town- 
ship, being  surrounded  by  a  fine  natural 
grove. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married 
August  20,  1856,  to  Miss  Mary  McNulty,  ii 
native  of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  who  is  tbe 
mother  of  four  ciiildren  as  follows — Mary, 
born  May  9, 1857  ;  James  P.,  born  Mai-ch  0, 
1859;  CJiarles  P.,  born  December  G,  1SC2;  and 
Eosa  A.,  born  August  25,  l'S04. 

Tlie  first  Catholic  services  in  the  township 
were  held  in  the  log  cabin  referred  to  above, 
by  Father  Anthony,  of  the  Eenedictine 
Order.  This  was  on  the  3d  of  August,  18(!(!, 
when  Michael  McNulty,  the  father  of  Mre. 
Mclntyre,  died. 



WILLIAM  H.  SEGAR,  a  prominent 
and  inlluential  agriculturist  of  Dar- 
win township,  is  a  representative  of  the 
tiirifty,  progressive  and  enterprising  Now 
England  people,  who  have  pushed  tlieir  way 
through  every  obstacle,  in  every  clime  and 
every  land,  and  have  carried  with  them 
everyAvhere  tlie  civilization  and  progress  of 
their  forefathers,  as  Avell  as  that  of  the 
present  age. 

Mr.  Segar  was  born  in  ^Mjissachusetts,  July 
T,  1832,  and  is  tiio  son  of  Charles  II.  and 
Ursula  (Taylor)  Segar,  both  of  whom  have 
passed  to  their  reward  beyond  the  grave. 
In  his  New  England  homo  our  subject  was 
reared,  and  there  received  the  education 
Avliich  is  the  bii'thright  of  every  citizen  of 
that  portion  of  our  great  llepublic.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1854,  he  left  the  barren  soil  of  the  "  Old 
Bay  State,"  and  came  to  the  fertile  "West, 
settling  in  Jackson  county,  Iowa.  Two 
years  later,  finding  tiiat  jiart  of  the  State  too 
hilly  for  him,  he  removed  to  Jones  county, 
the  same  State,  whore  ho  remained  some  two 
or  tlirec  years.  Monroe  county  was  the 
next  scene  of  his  laboi-s,  but  in  ISGS  he  re- 
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moved  to  the  ]\rissouri  slo]ie  of  loAva,  and 
settled  in  Monona  county,  wliere  he  remained 
until  iiboiit  1870,  when  lie  came  to  Meeker 
county.  He  at  first  settled  on  section  4,  in 
])ar\vin  township,  hut  four  years  later  moved 
to  Kingston,  and  after  spending  some  time 
iti  the  various  villages  in  the  county,  returned 
t(i  Darwin  and  located  on  section  0,  where  he 
now  lives. 

August  5,  1S58,  J^fr.  Sogar.  was  united  in 
marriage  with  ]\riss  Mary  A.  Lewis,  a  native 
of  Vermont,  and  daughter  of  Moses  and 
Julia  IfCwis.  By  this  union  there  have  been 
eleven  children,  as  follows  — Charles  D., 
Eudora,  Lulu  M.,  Anna,  Frank-  E.,  Harry  S., 
Ernest  E.,  Emmott  E.,  J3essie  P.,  Freddie  and 
Samuel  G.  The  four  firat  named  were  horn 
in  ]\rom'oe  county,  Towa  ;  Frank  in  Monona 
county,  same  State,  and  the  rest  in  Iifeoker 
county,  Minn. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Segar  atliliates 
with  the  prohibition  party,  his  views  coin- 
ciding with  the  piMnoii)Ies  of  that  organiza- 
tion. 

 - 

NDREW  O.  LAWSONj  senior  mem- 
ber  of  the  general  merchandise  firm 
of  A.  0.  Lawson  &  Co.,  one  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  Grove  City,  was  born  in 
Sweden,  November  3, 1855,  and  is  the  son  of 
Lasseand  Christina  Ostradspn.  In  1872  he 
ci'ossed  the  ocean  in  search  of  fortune  and 
happiness,  and  for  a  time  Avas  engaged  in 
taking  cai'c  of  and  driving  the  cai-riage  horses 
of  a  business  man  in  Minneapolis.  During 
the  summer  of  that  year  he  came  to  Acton 
township  and  worked  in  the  harvest  lields  of 
this  locality,  and  spent  the  following  winter 
here  in  attending  school.  Li  the  s])ring  he 
returned  to  Minneapolis,  where  lie  was  vari- 
ously employed  for  some  two  years.  Eeturn- 
ing  to  ]\reeker  county  he  entered  the  employ 
of  Peter  E.  Hanson,  with  whom  lie  reuuiined 
five  years.    In  the  sprfng  of  1881,  in  com- 


pany Avith  O.  II.  Peterson,  he  started  in  the 
grocery  trade  in  Grove  City,  but  sold  out  to 
his  partner  in  the  fall,  and  made  a  trip  to  the 
home  of  his  boyhood,  and  returning  in  the 
spring  he  again  engaged  with  P.  E.  Hanson 
in  the  real  estate  business,  where  he  remained 
some  two  years.  About  tliat  time  the  pres- 
ent firm  of  A.  O.  Lawson  &  Co.  was  formed 
between  him  and  T.  G.  Forster,  since  which 
time  they  have  been  engaged  in  this  line. 

Mr.  Lawson  was  united  in  marriage,  Octo- 
ber 10,  I88'l-,  with  Miss  Betsey  Larson,  the 
daughter  of  Ole  Larson,  of  this  county,  and 
they  have  been  the  parents  of  two  children  — 
Cora,  born  September  Y,  1885;  and  Jose- 
phine, wliose  birth  occurred  February  25, 
1887. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Lawson  is  en- 
tirely independent  of  party  lines,  preferring 
to  cast  his  ballot  for  the  best  men  or  the  best 
measures,  irrespective  of  political  platforms 
or  dictates. 

M.LEX  CAIRNCROSS.  the  liead  of  the 
firm  of  Cairnoross  &  Palm,  of  Litch- 
field, is  a  native  of  Scotland'.  When  he  was 
about  twenty-five  yejirs  of  age  he  came  to 
America  with  his  parents,  and  the  latter  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  Sibley  county,  Minn.  Alex 
Caii'n cross  followed  steamboat  building,  to- 
gether with  carpentering,  for  some  years; 
later  he  settled  at  St.  Paul,  and  was  for  some 
time  engineer  in  the  International  Hotel  in 
that  city.  In  about  the  year  1870  he  came 
to  Meeker  county  and  opened  a  general  store 
at  Darwin,  where  lie  remained  until  1874, 
when  he  came  to  Litchfield  and  bought  out 
the  busi  ness  of  the  kelson  Bros.  Tiiree  years 
afterward  lie  sold  his  interests  here  and  re- 
turned to  his  native  land,  and  later  spent 
some  time  in  traveling  through  the  East. 
He  then  returned  to  Litchfield,  and  again 
entered  the  mercantile  trade.  In  1885  John 
Palm  became  a  partner  with  Mr.  Cairncross 
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in  this  business.  In  1882  Mr.  Cairn  cross 
opened  a  boot  and  shoe  store,  tlie  only  ex- 
clusive boot  and  shoe  store  in  the  village. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  all 
matters  calculated  to  aid  in  the  development 
of  his  village  or  county,  and  has  a  large  in- 
terest in  the  woolen  mills  and  also  in  the 
creamery.  He  is  president  of  the  Meeker 
County  Bank,  in  which  he  is  a  stockholder, 
and  he  is  otherwise  heavily  interested  in 
property  here. 

BANIEL  JACKMAN.  Tlie  gentleman 
of  whom  this  article  is  written,  a 
leading  agriculturist  of  Cosmos  township,  is 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  18G7.  In  that 
year  he  came  here  and  took  up  a  homestead 
upon  section  26.  He  returned  to  Minneapo- 
lis the  following  spring,  but  immediately  re- 
turned here,  and  has  made  this  his  home 
ever  since. 

Mr.  Jackman  is  a  native  of  Kennebec  coun- 
ty, Me.,  born  April  5,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of 
Eben  and  Hannah  (Hutchinson)  Jacknian, 
both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  the  "l^ne 
Tree  State."  Both  of  his  grandfathers 
served  in  the  continental  army  during  the 
struggle  for  independence,  and  after  tlieir 
term  of  service  had  expired,  settled  in  Maine, 
and  there  died.  Eben  Jackman,  who  was  a 
farmer,  also  lived  and  died  in  the  same  local- 
ity. For  a  number  of  years  after  reaching 
his  eighteenth  year,  our  subject  was  engaged 
in  the  pineries  of  Maine  and  Canada,  taking 
charge  of  the  lumber  camps,  etc.  In  1858 
he  came  to  Minneapolis,  and  Avent  into  tlie 
logging  business  towards  the  headwatei"s  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  remained  there  for  seven 
years.  In  1865  he  gave  up  the  lumbering  busi- 
ness and  renting  a  farm  near  Minneapolis, 
remained  there  three  years  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  then  came  to  Meeker  county,  as 
above  mentioned.  On  his  return  May  4, 
18G8,  he  brought  his  family,  and  putting  up 


his  house,  made  a  permanent  settlement.  In 
1877  he  made  a  trip  to  the  Black  Hills,  and 
spent  tlie  season  in  gold  mining,  but  returned 
in  the  fall. 

Mr.  Jackman  is  the  oldest  resident  settler, 
all  the  others  having  passed  from  tiiis  Avorld 
or  moved  to  other  localities.  On  his  arrival 
here,  until  he  could  get  U])  his  house,  he  lived 
in  a  tent,  and  cooked  at  an  open  lire.  "When 
the  township  was  organized,  the  lii'st  election 
wafa  licld  at  the  house  of  our  subject.  Ho 
Avas  elected  the  first  cliairman  of  the  board 
of  supervisors  and  served  as  sucii  some  three 
yeai-s. 

Mr.  Jacknian  and  Annette  K.  Pago  were 
united  in  marriage  February  15,  1852.  Tlie 
lady  is  a  native  of  Bangor,  Me.  By  this 
union  there  have  been  born  four  children — 
Frank  P.,  Ellra  P.,  Lettie  G.  and  Mabel  M. 
Frank  is  the  proprietor  of  the  American 
house  at  Hector,  and  the  i-est  are  at  home. 

TP)OBERT  N.  DAMUTH.onooC  tlieintcl- 
M%-  ligent  and  thorough-going  agi-icultur- 
ists  of  tlie  town  of  Kingston,  having  liis 
home  on  section  22,  where  he  located  on 
coming  to  the  county  in  1868,  is  a  native  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  He  was  born  in 
Jefferson  county  February  8,  1820,  and  is 
the  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Weaver) 
Danmth.  He  is  of  Holland  Dutch  ancestry, 
his  gi'andfatlier  coming  from  tiiat  country 
and  settling  where  the  city  of  lltica  now 
stands,  erecting  his  log  cabin  there,  the  lirst 
building  on  tlie  town  plat. 

Our  subject  was  reared,  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  receiving  his  education  in  the  excel- 
lent district  schools  provided  by  the  Empire 
State  for  the  rising  generation,  and  assisted 
his  father  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  until  he 
had  attained  liis  majority.  At  that  time  ho 
commenced  life  for  himself,  ilndiiig  omiiloy- 
mont  on  the  Erie  Canal,  where  he  remained 
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some  ten  years  or  more,  cafter  which  he  re- 
moved to  M.'irquctte  county,  Wis.,  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm,  wliere  he  made  liis  liome  for 
four  yeai's.  From  that  place  lie  removed  to 
Columbia  county,  in  the  same  State,  but  a 
few  yeai-s  later  came  to  Minnesota,  and  set- 
tled in  Dakota  county,  whence,  in  1868,  he 
came  to  Meeker  county. 

August  30,  lSi3,  Mr.  Damuth  and  Miss 
Emily  Eliza  Stone  were  united  in  marriage. 
His  life  companion  is  a  native  of  Oswego 
county,  N.  Y.,  born  January  23,  1827,  and 
the  daughter  of  Pliilo  and  Eliza  L.  (Scott) 
Stone,  natives  of  Rhode  Island  and  Coniiecti- 
cut  respectively.  By  this  union  there  have 
been  born  a  family  of  ten  children— Madison, 
Myron  W.,  Ellen  E.,  Edwin  S.,  Emily  E., 
Margaret,  Eliza,  Cari-ie  A.,  Addie  M.  and 
Eobert  K,  J r.  The  death  angel  has  taken 
all  but  the  last  two  named,  and  there  are 
many  vacant  chairs  around  the  domestic 
heai'tli. 

In  his  politics  Mr.  Damuth  is  a  democrat, 
but  has  had  no  political  aspirations.  He 
has  always  taken  a  great  interest  in  educa- 
tional matters. 

*-*-f^^— 5^  

JTOSEPH  HUBBARD,  postmaster  at  Crow 
^  river,  ex-county  connnissioncr,  and  one 
of  the  most  successful  and  prominent  farmers 
and  stoclc-raisers  of  Meeker  county,  is  a  i-esi- 
dent  of  section  33,  Union  Grove  township. 

IVIr.  Hubbard  is  a  son  of  Joseph  iuul  3[er- 
riam  (Brown)llubbiir(l,  and  was  born  on  the 
27th  of  ]\ray,  1820  He  commenced  life  for 
xhimself  when  about  nineteen  years  of  age, 
first  working  in  a  cotton  factory  at  Three 
KiVOlrs,  ]\rass.,  rcnuiining  there  until  he  was 
tw(^;ll|ty-seven  years  of  age.  He  then  ti-aveled 
thrbiigh  the  country  canvassing  for  news- 
papcl|  until  185^,  when  ho  came  to  Minne- 
sota., iwijcl  i^i'^timpiqd  IGO  acres  of  land  in 
Scott  county.  He  lived  there  for  twelve 
years  and   then  sold  out  and  settled  at 


Shalcopee,  where  he  remained  for  four  years 
engiiged  at  teaming.    In  1869  he  came  to 
Meelcer  county  and  purchased  a  farm  of  2i0 
acres  in  Union  Grove  township,  and  has  since 
matle  this  his  home.   Besides  his  residence 
he  has  a  small  store  building  in  which  he 
keeps  quite  a  large  assortment  of  goods  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  neighborhood  and 
also  the  postoffice.    In  connection  with  his 
general  merchandise  he  also  handles  a  lim- 
itedlineof  agricultural  implements,  plows,  etc. 
He  has  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  the 
township,  and  it  is  well  arranged  for  diversi- 
fied farming  and  stock-raising,  which  he  car- 
ries on.   Mr.  Hubbard  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  public  matters,  and  no  man  in 
the  northern  portion  of  the  county  is  more 
prominently  identified  with  the  official  his- 
tory of  the  county  than  is  he.    For  the  past 
twenty-five  years  he  has  held  the  oHice  of 
justice  of  the  peace,  both  here  and  at  his 
former  place  of  residence.    For  six  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  board  of  courtty  com- 
missioners, and  during  that  time  was  one  of 
the  most  influential  members  of  that  body. 
Dui'ing  the  war  ho  was  deputy  provost 
mai'shal. 

Mr.  Hubbard  was  married  in  April,  1842,  at 
Iforth  field,  Mass.,  to  Gratia  Field,  a  daughter 
of  Oliver  and  Ehoda  Field.  She  died  in 
October,  1864,  leaving  three  children,  as  fol- 
lows—Emma.,'born  Jan.  21,1844;  Edward  J., 
born  Feb.  1, 1847 ;  and  Crissa,  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 1857,  died  in  January,  18C4.  Emma 
married  Abnor  S.  Marshall,  and  they  live  in 
Union  Grove;  they  have  five  children— Jos- 
eph B.,  Mabel  C,  Lewis  C,  Frank  F.,  and 
Anna  H.  Edward  J.  married  Fidelia  Nich- 
ols, and  they  live  in  McPherson  county,  Dak.; 
they  have  four  children— George  A.,  Charles 
E.,  Addie  L.,  and  Linna  L. 

Mr.  Hubbard's  second  mai-riage  occurred 
in  April,  1860,  when  he  was  Avedded  to  ]\rrs. 
Mianda  JVfcKinney.  formei-ly  Miss  Hidden. 
By  her  marriage  with  Frederick  McKinn.ey 
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she  had  had  five  children,  as  follows — ^William 
0.,  George  F.,  Fannie,  Edwin  A.,  and  Ever- 
son  K.  Fannie  and  William  are  dead.  Mrs, 
Mianda  Hubbard  died  in  June,  18Y0.  Mr. 
Hubbard's  present  wife  was  the  widow  of 
Samuel  McOoy,  formerly  Miss  Elisabeth 
Haseltine.  They  have  two  adopted  children — 
Ida  and  Oliver. 

In  18Y6  the  First  Universalist  Church  of 
Crow  river  was  organized,  and  Mr.  Hubbard 
was  chosen  deacon,  he  having  been  for  years 
a  believer  in  that  faith. 

Politically  Mr.  Hubbard  lias  been  a  repub- 
lican ever  since  the  birth  of  that  party,  and 
has  cast  his  ballot  for  every  republican  nom- 
inee for  president  up  to  da,te. 

He  has  <alwa_ys  been  a  constant  reader  and 
patron  of  republican  literature.  Believing 
.that  the  boys  of  to-day  will  be  tlie  men  of 
to-morrow  he  has  liberally  supplied  his  own 
family  with  the  best  of  literature,  which  has 
been  almost  a  circulating  library  in  his  neigh- 
borhood. 

^^REDERICK  ADAMS,  one  of  the  hard- 
working  agriculturists  of  Collinwood 
toAvnship,  living  upon  section  1,  is  a  native 
of  Hampshire,  England,  boi-n  September  7, 
1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Mary 
(Marsh)  AdamSj  His  parents  Avere  of  the 
class  of  sturdy  yeomen  of  Albion  tiiat 
have  made  that  island  so  famous  in  history, 
and  were  born,  like  their  forefathers,  in  that 
Empire.  From  tiie  time  he  Avas  about  seven 
years  old,  our  subject  was  employed  in  farm- 
labor  until  leaving  his  native  land.  May  29, 
1860,  he  was  united  in  marriage  witli  Miss 
Ehza  Foi'der,  who  was  born,  also,  in  Hamp- 
shire December  9, 1838.  She  is  the  daugiiter 
of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Bowen)  Forder. 
Her  father,  a  native  of  same  country,  was 
born  May  17, 1804,  came  toAmei'ica  in  April, 
1871,  and  died  ISTovember  31,  1881.  Her 
mother  died  in  England,  in  1858. 
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Mr.  Adams,  appreciating  the  improbability 
of  his  acquiring  a  competency  in  his  native 
land,  determined  to  seek  liis  fortune  in  'the 
United  States,  the  land  of  the  free,  and 
accordingly,  on  tiie  Gth  of  April,  1871,  bid- 
ding adieu  to  "  White-clitfed  Albion,"  he 
sailed  for  America,  and  after  a  pleasant  and 
easy  voyage,  landed  at  New  York,  April  17, 

1871.  On  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  ho 
reached  the  home  of  AVilliam  Forder,  in 
Indiana.  He  remained  in  .that  State,  em- 
ployed in  a  saw  mill  and  on  a  farm,  until  the 
following  spring,  when  he  came  to  Collin- 
wood township,  tin's  county,  where,  April  6, 

1872,  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  railroad 
land  on  section  1,  upon  Avhicii  he  moved  and 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  now  has  an 
excellent  farm  of  120  acres  in  this  and  sec- 
tion 11,  about  fift3»-five  acres  of  which  has 
been  cleared  of  the  primeval  forest  that 
covered  it.  Tiie  first  year  he  Avas  here,  he 
Avas  in  absolute  penury,  having  but  little 
provisions  and  often  suffering  for  the  want 
of  the  necessaries  of  life.  But  energy  and 
diligence  Avill  accomplish  mucii,  and  he  has, 
assisted  only  by  his  devoted  wife  and  cliil- 
dren,  succeeded  in  turning  the  point  tliat  leads 
to  competency  and  fortune. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams', marital  life  has  been 
blessed  by  tiie  advent  of  four  children,  as 
follows — William,  whose  birth  took  place 
March  31, 1861;  Elizabeth,  horn  October  26, 
1805;  Mary  Ann,  whoso  birth  dates  from 
December  5, 1867;  and  George  Henry,  born 
August  22, 1871.  In  his  political  views  ilr. 
Adams  coincides  with  tlie  republican  party, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  road  overseer  of 
his  district  for  over  ton  years. 

W  PROMINENT  business  man  of  Meeker 
jpS^^L  county  is  D.  Ei.mqiiist,  watchuiuker 
and  jeweler,  of  Litchlield,  wiio  is  a  native  of 
Sweden,  born  in  1848.    His  parents  \vei'e 
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John  Magnus  Elmquist  and  Christena  Jolm- 
soTij  both  of  whom  ai-e  now  deceased.  Mr. 
Elmquist  commenced  in  early  manhood  to 
learn  the  jeweler's  trade,  at  which  he  lias  be- 
come so  proficient.  In  1869  he  came  to  Min- 
neapolis, Minn.,  but  a  short  time  later  went 
to  Wisconsin,  where  he  Avorked  at  his  trade 
with  his  brother,  P.  J.  Elmquist,  Avitli  whom 
lie  remained  as  journeyman  until  1872.  lie 
then  returned  to  Minneapolis  and  went  into 
business  with  this  brother,  and  remained 
tiierefour  years;  then  after  that  he  located 
at  Litchfield,  opening  a  jewelry  store  as  a 
branch  of  their  Minneapolis  store,  but  later 
on  bought  out  his  brother's  interest,  and  still 
continues  in  that  business,  carrying  a  full  and 
complete  stock  of  everything  in  that  line. 
Mr.  Elmquist  was  one  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  Litchfield  lodge,  No.  50,  A.  O.  U.  W., 
and  is  also  an  active  member  of  the  Litch- 
field fire  department. 

Mr.  Elmquist  wus  mari-ied,  February  22, 
1S7C,  to  ]\[iss  Id'a  M.  Ilultgren,  of  IVIinneap- 
olis,  and  they  have  been  blessed  with  five 
children,  four  of  Avhom  arc  still  living.  The 
names  of  the  survivors  areas  follows— Emily 
Oliristino,  Minnie,  Chai-les  J.  and  John  Ar- 
thur. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmquist  are  prominent 
and  zealous  members  of  the  Swedish  Luth- 
eran Church  at  Litchfield,  and  exemplary 
Christian  ])eople. 

 ♦J-S^{^"«*-  

1^  ICHARD  ELLIOTT,  an  active  citizen 
Im^  of  Dassel,  and  the  proprietor  of  the 
G.  A.  E.  Jloiise,  is  one  of  the  veterans  of  the 
late  civil  war — 

"  Wliose  fnith  and  trutli 
On  wur's  rod  touchstone  rang  tnio  iiietnl." 

lie  is  a  native  oI'Bakersville,  Vt.,  born  in 
1839,  and  is  the  son  of  William  E.  and 
Miranda  (Harvey)  Elliott. 

When  Richard  was  only  a  year  old,  his 
parents  moved  to  St.  Lawrence  county, 
N.  y.,  and,  amid  the  wild  scenery  of  that 


section,  our  subject  was  reared  until  he  was 
sixteen  years  old.    About  th.'it  time  the  fam- 
ily, tired  of  the  stony  soil  of  the  East,  came 
with  the  "star  of  empire"  and  settled  in  the 
town  of  Ossian,  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa, 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  county. 
On  the  13th  of  December,  1861,  Kichard  El- 
liott enlisted  in  CompanyC,  Thirteenth  United 
States  Infantry,  and  served  until  December 
12,  1864,  when  he  I'eceived  his  discharge  at 
JSashville,  Tenn.    He  participated  in  some 
nine   pitched   battles,   prominent  among 
which  were  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Chatta- 
nooga, and  Mission  Ridge.   lie  was  fortun- 
ate enough  to   escape  without   a  wound 
or  scratch,  or  ever  having  been  in  hospital 
after  leaving  their  barracks.     On  his  dis- 
charge, he  returned  to  his  home  in  Iowa, 
but  shortly  after  removed  to  Fillmore  county, 
this  State,  whither  his  father  had  preceded 
him.    In  186»  he  moved  to  Stevens  county, 
and  took  up  a  homestead,  where  he  remained 
until  1876,  suffering  two  years  from  grass- 
hoppers, which  devoured  his  crops,  and  two 
yeai-s  from  drouth,  which  burned  thera  up. 
Tliese  circumstances  embarrassed  him  finan- 
cially, and  he  traded  the  farm  off  for  an  in- 
terest in  the  steam  saw-mill  at  Dassel,  to 
which  place  he  removed  Avith  his  family. 
Two  yeara  later  he  sold  his  mill  interests  and 
erected  the  .hotel,  which,  for  a  time,  he 
leased.    In  1881  he  took  charge  of  it  him- 
self, and  has  run  it  ever  since.    In  connec- 
tion, he  is  considerably  engaged  in  buying 
and  shipping  hoop-poles  and  coi'dwood. 

Mr.  Elliott  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sallie  L..  Huntley,  October  8,  1868,  in 
Fillmore  county,  Minn.  The  lady  is  a  native 
of  Beaver  Dam,  Wis.,  and  is  the  mother  of 
four  children— Mertie,  now  Mrs'.  L.  Whitta- 
ker,  of  Cokato;  James  D.,  Jasper,  and 
Thoren.  Mr.  Elliott  is  quite  prominent  in 
G.  A.  E.  circles  ;  was  a  charter  member  and 
is  the  present  officer  of  tiie  guard  of  Colfax 
Post,  No.  133,  of  the^'village  of  Dassel. 


MEEKER  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


277 


J^NDREW  ELOFSON,  one  of  the  lead- 
J^^L  ing  citizens  of  Swede  Grove  town- 
ship, is  a  son  of  Elofson  and  Eertha  Ander- 
son. He  was  born  in  Sweden,  on  the  18th 
of  July,  1840.  His  father  died  in  Sweden, 
in  1855,  and  in  1857,  with  his  mother,  An- 
drew came  to  the  United  States.  He  settled 
in  Swede  Grove  township.  Meeker  county, 
Minn.,  in  1857,  and  this  has  since  been  his 
home.  The  mother  and  three  sons  were 
among  the  first  settlers  in  the  townsliip. 
Andrew  has  a  well-tilled  and  valuable  farm 
on  section  29,  where  he  carries  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  and  has  accumu- 
lated a  fair  competency.  Mr.  Elofson's 
mother  died  in  Swede  Grove,  in  1871. 

Andrew  Elofson  Avas  married,  on  the  31st 
of  December,  1870,  to  Miss  Sine  Peterson,  a 
daughter  of  Hans  and  Betsy  Peterson,  resi- 
dents of  Swede  Grove  township.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Elofson  have  been  blessed  with  the  fol- 
lowing named  children— Matilda,  born  April 
13,  1873 ;  Elmerth,  born  September  20, 1875 ; 
Morris,  born  October  4,  1877  ;  Mabel,  born 
November  1,  1881,  and  Alma,  born  August 
27,  1886.  Mr.  Elofson  has  taken  a  promi- 
nent part  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  west- 
ern portion  of  the  county,  and  has  taken  an 
active  interest  in  all  the  township  and  official 
matters.  He  has  been  township  assessor  for 
the  past  eighteen  years ;  has  been  pathmas- 
ter  a  number  of  terms ;  chairman  of  the  su- 
pervisors several  terms,  and  has  also,  at  vari- 
ous times,  held  the  offices  of  town  clerk, 
school  clerk,  school  treasurer  and  school  di- " 
rector.  He  can  certainly  be  justly  termed 
one  of  the  leading  and  representative  farmei-s 
of  Meeker  county. 

lp)ETER  J.  CONNOLE.  a  thrifty  and  en- 
11^  terprising  young  man  who  is  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  16, 
Harvey  township,  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  born  on  the  16th  of  April, 


1865.  His  parents  were  Peter  and  Bridget 
Oonnole.  The  father,  ].^eter,  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  born  JTovember  1,  1830.  When 
still  young  he  came  to  the  United  States  and 
settled  in  Hollidaysbnrgh,  Blitir  county.  Pa. 
The  family  remained  there  until  1872,  when 
they  removed  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and 
settled  in  Hai'vey  township,  where  they  were 
living  at  the  time  of  the  deatii  of  tiie  father, 
August  22, 1877.  His  death  was  the  result 
of  a  runaway.  He  had  rented  a  farm  in 
•Kandiyohi  county,  and  was  on  his  way  from 
home  to  the  farm  when  the  sad  accident 
occurred,  and  it  was  supposed  that  the 
wagon  ran  over  him.  When  found  he  was 
still  living,  but  so  seriously  injured  that  he 
died  within  eight  hours.  His  death  was  a 
sad  blow  to  the  family,  as  he  was  beloved  by 
them  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
His  widow,  who  \vas  also  a  native  of  Ireland, 
is  still  living  in  this  township.  They  had  a 
family  of  nine  children,  who  are  still  living, 
six  boys  and  three  girls.  Their  names  are  as 
follows — Tiiomas  W.,  John  C,  Mary  A., 
Peter  J.,  Katie  E.,  Lillie  B.,  Rodger,  Patrick 
and  Martin  P. 

Peter  J.  Oonnole,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
has  followed  fai-ming  most  of  his  life.  He 
received  a  comnion-school  education,  and 
imbibed  the  same  principles  of  frugality  and 
industry  which  are  characteristic  of  the  race 
from  which  he  springs.  He  is  a  good  man- 
ager and  has  been  very  successful  in  his  farm- 
mg  operations.  In  religion  he  is  a  Oatholic, 
and  in  political  matters  he  supports  the  dem- 
ocratic principles. 

fS^-<«^— — 

BAVID  SHEPHERD,  an  active,  promi- 
nent and  enterjirising  fanner,  residing 
on  section  29,  Greenleaf  township,  was  born 
in  Scotland  on  the  2d  of  Ajirii,  1844.  He 
can  trace  his  genealogy  back  through  four 
generations,  William  Siiepliord  being  tiie 
name  of  Iiis  grcat-great^great-grandfatiier, 
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then  James  in  the  next  degree.  His  grand- 
father, "Wiliam  Shei^hcrd,  was  born  in  Scot- 
land about  the  year  1750.  His  fatiier  was 
born  in  the  same  country,  and  still  lives 
there,  being  now  about  seventy-one  years  of 
ago.  He  (David's  father)  was  married  in 
1840  to  Mai'garet  Ayer,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  two  cliildren — David,  our  subject, 
and  James,  who  is  now  living  in  New  Zea- 
land. 

David  Shepherd,  of  whom  we  write,  left 
his  native  hind  in  1809  and  settled  in  Can- 
ada, where  he  remained  about  one  year,  and 
then  removed  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.  After  three 
months'  residence  there  he  went  to  Hastings 
and  remained  a  like  period,  then  wont  to 
Minneapolis.  Here  he  left  his  family  and  went 
to  Colorado  and  Nevada,  and  after  a  sojourn 
in  that  region  of  some  fourteen  months  re- 
turned to  Minneapolis.  On  the  27tli  of  April, 
187!),  he  arrived  in  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and 
purchased  of  Anna  McGraw  a  farm  on  sec- 
tion 29,  Greeiilcaf  township,  where  he  has 
since  lived.    He  now  has  a  valuable  farm, 
Avhicli  consists  of  about  .300  iicres  of  land, 
his  buildings  being  located  on  the  line  be- 
tween sections  29  and  32.    It  is  a  most  de- 
sirable place,  containing  some  forty  acres  of 
timber,  and  he  has  it  well  stocked.    He  de- 
votes his  time  to  diversified  farming  and 
stock-raising,  and  well  deserves  the  standing 
which  he  maintains  of  being  one  of  the  most 
solid  and  influential  farmei-s  in  the  township. 
In  political  matters  I^lr.  Shepherd  is  a  repub- 
lican, and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
affaii's  of  that  nature,  having  Jicld  various 
local  oificcs  which  his  fellow-citizens  have 
desired  him  to  lill.    He  is  the  present  chair- 
man of  the  township  supervisors,  and  the 
fact  that  he  is  the  present  ti-easurerof  school 
district  No.  34  is  evidence  of  the  well-known 
fact  that  he  takes  a  commendable  interest  in 
educational  matters. 

On  the  5th  of  Jime,  1809,  Mr.  Shepherd 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Thompson,  Avho 


was  a  native  of  Scotland.    Their  union  has- 
been  blessed  with  the  following  children,  all 
of  whom  are  still  living:  D.  K.,  born  Janu- 
ary 7,  1872;  Christina  A.,  born  April  28, 
1874;  and  Maggie  S.,  born  March  31,  1879. 

AMES  LAWTON,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Forest  Prairie  .  township,  came  to 
Meeker  county  in  1807,  and  tooknpa  home- 
stead on  section  32,  where  he  now  resides, 
carrying  on  general  farming.  He  was  born 
in  Hadley,  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  March 
19,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of  David  and  Thank- 
ful (Parmeter)  Law  ton,  the  latter  a  native 
of  White  Hall,  N.  Y.,  and  the  former  of 
Dennison,  Vt.  During  the  childhood  of 
our  subject  his  father's  house  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  and  with  it  the  records  of  the 
family,  so  they  are  lost.  In  January,  1856, 
the  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  Lafayette, 
McKean  county,  Penn.,  and  the  father's  de- 
cease occurred  in  1858. 

James  Law  ton  passed  his  school  days  in 
Wayne  and  Morgan  counties,  N.  Y.,  with  his 
brothei-s  and  sistei-s,  whose  names  were — 
Amos,  Euth,  Pollie,  Lucy,  David,  Huldah, 
Hester,  Daniel  and  Jonathan.  In  1840  he 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Warren  county 
Penn.,  where  they  lived  some  six  or  seven 
years,  he  being  engaged  in  farming  and  in 
lumbering.  In  1850  he  came  west  and  set- 
tled in  Shelby  county.  111.,  where  he  remained 
until  August  11, 1802,  when,  leaving  wife  and 
family,  ho  enlisted  atthecall  of  patriotism,  in 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Illinois  Infan- 
try,an(l  participated  in  all  the  skirmishes  and 
battles  in  which  his  regiment  was  engaged, 
the  principal  one  being  that  of  Chickamauga. 
Ho  Avas  discharged  August  14,  1804,  on  ac- 
count of  disability,  and  returned  home.  He 
then  came  to  Meeker  county  to  look  over 
the  country,  and  went  back  to  Illinois,  where 
he  remained  two  years  longer,  and  then  came 
here  and  settled. 
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Mr.  Lawton  was  marked  Marcli  25,  1859, 
to  ■  Miss  Mary  M.  Yermiliion,  a  native  of 
Shelby  countj'^,  111.,  Avhere  she  was  mai-ried, 
and  daugliter  of  James  and  Jane  (Fietclier) 
Yermiliion.  Her  birth  took  place  December 
26,  1842.  By  this  union  there  has  been 
born  one  son— David  E.,  whose  birth  took 
place  July  26, 1882.  Mr.  Lawton  is  a  staunch 
republican  in  political  faith,  and  has  held 
various  local  oilices.  He  is  a  prominent  and 
zealous  member  of  the  Methodist  E[)iscopal 
Church,  and  class  leader  of  the  congregation 
at  Forest  City. 

 — 

i^^LARK  L.  ANGELL,  photographer,  is 
one  of  the  i)ionL'ers  of  Minnesota,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  first  settlers  at  Litchfield, 
after  the  village  was  platted.  He  was  born 
in  Jeffei-sou  county,  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1838, 
and  is  the  son  of  Nicholas  and  Asenetli 
Angell.  His  parents  were  both  natives  of 
Yermont,  but  were  removed  by  their  families 
to  New  York  in  their  childhood.  His  father 
was  enrolled  among  the  brave  defenders  of 
his  country,  during  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain  in  1812-1815,  and  it  is  within  the' 
recollections  of  his  mother  viewing  the  battle 
upon  Lake  Champlain,  as  they  lived  at  or  near 
Plattsburgh.  After  their  mari-iage  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject  removed  to  Jefferson 
county  in  the  same  State,  where  the  elder 
Mr.  Angell  died,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one. 
His  widow  came  to  Minnesota,  where  she 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight. 

Clark  L.  was  reared  in  the  Empire  State, 
but  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  commenced 
life  for  himself,  starting  for  the  "West  in 
the  fall  of  1855,  stopping  first  at  Dunlieth, 
ni.,  which  was  then  the  terminus  of  the 
railroad.  Fi-om  there  he  took  a  boat  up  the 
Mississippi  river  to  St.  Paul,  and  the  follow- 
ing spring,  of  1856,  he  claimed  government 
land  near  Eockford,  Minn.,  that  being  ])revi- 
ous  to  the  laying  out  of  the  village,   lie  re- 
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niained  there,  improving  his  claim,  until  the 
war  broke  out,  when,  in  the  fall  of  1861,  in 
response  fo  the  first  call  for  men,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  A,  Third  Minnesota  Infantry. 
He  spent  a  year  in  the  arriiy,  sorv;»g  in 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  and  was  fin'^ally 
discharged  on  account  of  sickness,  and  soon 
returned  to  Minnesota.  He  then  ieai-nod 
photography,  and  spent  most  ot'  his  time  on 
the  road,  until  the  fall  of  1860,  wiien  he 
settled  in  Litchfield  and  o])ened  the  art  gal- 
lery, M'hich  he  still  conducts.  He  at  once 
erected  a  house  and  brought  his  family  here 
in  the  spring  of  1870.  Litchfield  has  since 
been  his  home,  and  he  now  has  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  complete  galleries  in  this  part 
of  the  State.  Mr.  AngeU  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Ai-niy  of  the  Eepublic,  and 
was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  fii-st 
jjost  organized  jit  LitchJield.  Ho  also  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having 
been  one  of  the  charter  membci-s  of  Golden 
Fleece  Lodge,  No.  89. 

^^OSES  H.  BOGAR^  who  is  one  of  the 
JB^X^^  self-made  men  of  CoUinwood  town- 
ship, lives  on  section  2.  He  is  a  son  of  Thom- 
as H.  Bogar,  who  is  mentioned  at  length  else- 
where in  this  volume,  to  whose  sketch  the 
reader  is  also  referred  for  much  of  the  person- 
al history  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  article. 

Moses  H.  Bogar  was  born  in  Tazewell 
county,  Ya.,  November  28,  1842.  When 
about  seven  yeai's  of  age  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Pilce  county,  Ky.,  where  he  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  he  cidisted, 
October  25,  1861,  in  Company  H,  Four- 
teenth Kentucky  U.  S.  Infantry,  and  went 
into  active  service,  participtiting  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Ganley,  Middle  Creek,  and  Half  Moun- 
tain, Kentucky;  Hagar  Gap,  Ivooler  Pole, 
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Virginiii;  and  Tiizcwell,  Tenn.,  Altoona, 
Ciii)p's  Farni,  and  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Jonesboi-o, 
and  various  otlicr  battles  of  the  campaign. 
He  served  successively  under  tlie  following 
generals:  Nelson,  Garfield,  White,  Beard, 
Morgan,  C(Joper,IIaslvel,  Sciiolield,  Siierman, 
and,  lastly,  Thomas. 

Our  subject  came  to  Minnesota  with  his 
father  in  1860,  and  settled  on  section  2,  Col- 
linwood.  On  tlielstof  March,  1869,  he  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Mary  0.  (Graves')  Livingston. 
She  died  in  Alay,  1882,  leaving  six  children, 
as  follows — Lizzie  May,  born  February  18, 
1870  ;  Edwartl  G.,  borii  July  18, 18V1 ;  Cyn- 
thia C,  born  September  9,  1873 ;  Joseph 
0.,  born  February  28,  1876  ;  Moses  IL,  born 
February  2, 1878 ;  and  John  P.,  born  Febru- 
ary 1,  1880. 

On  tiie  13th  of  December,  1883,  Mr.  Bo- 
gar  married  Caroline,  a  daughter  of  Volney 
and  Lui'a  (Farrington)  Gay,  who  was  boi-n 
July  21,  1857.  This  marriage  has  been 
blessed  with  two  children  —  Geneva  Blanche 
and  Eutlv  Lillian. 

Mr.  Bogar's  house  was  destroyed  by  fire, 
with  most  of  its  contents,  April  1,  1888.  In 
political  matters  our  subject  is  an  opponent 
of  monopoly  and  is  a  prohibitionist.  lie  has 
held  several  local  oifices  with  honor. 

/^\\LAF  B.  JORGENSON,  the  efficient 
and  trustworthy  harness  maker  of  the 
viliiige  of  Grove  City,  is  a  native  of  Norway, 
born  February  26,  1808,  and  is  tiie  son  of 
Ove  E.  and  Bertha  Jorgenson.  He  was 
reared  in  that  rugged  but  picturesque  land, 
amid  its  bold  mountains  and  velvety  valleys, 
until  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  coming  to 
America  in  1884.  Coming  directly  to  the 
State  of  Minnesota,  after  a  few  days  spent  at 
Willmar,  our  subject  went  to  Kirkhoven,  and 
worked  at  the  harness  maker's  trade  Avith  his 
brother  Oscar,  and  remained  there  some  five 


months.  He  then  returned  to  Wilhnar  and 
worked  for  an  uncle,  Martin  Jorgenson,  at 
the  same  trade,  for  about  two  riionths,  at  the 
close  of  which  time  he  came  to  Grove  City, . 
and  for  nearly  two  years  followed  his  trade 
with  A.  11.  Lind.  In  March,  1887,  he  quit 
wo,rk  hei-e  and  went  to  St.  Paul  and  worked, 
for  W.  H.  Konants  &  Bro.,  with  whom  he 
only  staid  until  October  1st,  when  he  returned 
to  Grove  City  and  bought  out  Mr.  Lind,  and 
commenced  business  for  himself.  He  has 
always  a  full  and  complete  stock  of  all  kinds 
of  goods  in  his  line,  and  being  an  excellent 
workman,  honest  and  true,  and  of  pleasant 
manners,  he  has  a  large  and  increasing  busi- 
ness, He  commenced  to  learn  his  trade  in 
Norway  with  his  father,  who  is  a  harness 
maker,  as  is  the  only  brother  he  has  in  this 
country,  who  now  lives  at  Benson. 

fAMES  H.  SHIMIN,  a  farmer  of  Kingston 
townsllip,  residing .  upon  section  26, 
wiiere  he  has  a  nice  place,  is  a  native  of 
Albany,  the  capital  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
born  January  1,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Ann  (Corros)  Shimin,  both  of  whom  first 
saw  the  light  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  a  dependency 
of  the  British  Empire,  located  in  the  Irish  Sea. 
Ilis  parents  came  to  America  in  1829,  and 
settled  in  Albany,  where  they  resided  many 
years  and  where  tlie  fatiier  died.  In'  1844 
tiie  mother  removed  to  Michigan  and  made 
her  home  tiiere  until  1867,  Avhen  she  came  to 
Minnesota  and  located  in  Hennepin  county, 
wliere  she  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  She  was  a  devout  Christian  and  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  wiis  roared 
upon  a  farm,  and  has  always  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer.  Commencing  life 
on  his  own  account  in  New  York  State  at 
tlie  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  essayed  agri- 
culture in  the  Empire  State,  but  later  re- 
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moved  to  Michigan,  where  he  lived  until  he 
came  to  Hennepin  county,  Minn.,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  December,  1876,  when 
he  came  to  Meeker  .county,  arriving  here  the 
18th  of  that  month, 

Mr.  Shimin  was  married  in  January*  18C1, 
to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Thomas,  a  native  of  Eich- 
mond  county,  Ind.,  and  daughter  of  Eobert 
Thomas,  of  that  State.  Slie  came  to  Hen- 
nepin county,  tliis  State,  wliere  she  was 
united  in  marriage  to  our  subject,  and  there 
died  December  21, 18C3,  leaving  one  child  — 
Edgar  T.,  born  December  5,  1863.  Mr. 
Shimin  again  contracted  a  matrimonial  alli- 
ance, August  14,  188Y,  with  Miss  Maggie 
Francis,  a  resident  of  Kingston  townsiiip,  a 
native  of  Meeker  county,  this  State,  and 
daughter  of  A.  J.  and  H.  Francis. 

In  his  politics  Mr.  Shimin  is  a  republican 
and  is  the  present  treasurer  of  school,  district 
No.  33.  During  the  great  civil  war  our  sub- 
ject, with  commendable  patriotism,  enlisted 
February  18,  1864:,  in  Company  B,  Sixth 
Minnesota  Infantry,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war  with  that  gallant  regiment, 
receiving  his  discharge  August  19,  1865. 
His  record  while  cai'rying  a  musket  is  that 
of  a  loyal  and  gallant  soldier  and  one  "  prompt 
to  every  duty's  call." 

■  ••J*  '^32^5^'    — ' — 

1^  M.  BECKSTRAND  is  a  well-known 
and  highly  respected  farmer,  who 
resides  on  section  10,  Greenleaf  township. 
He  has  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county, 
and  his  farm  buildings  are  a  credit  to  the 
township  in  which  he  lives.  His  place  con- 
sists of  207  acres  of  land,  a  good  portion  of 
which  is  under  cultivation,  and,  as  he  has  it 
well  stocked,  he  devotes  his  time  to  general 
farming  and  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Beckstrand  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  and 
was  born  on  the  1st  of  December,  1849.  He 
remained  in  his  native  land  imtil  the  fall  of 
1869,  when  he  came  to  the  United  States, 


and  made  his  way  directl}^  to  Greenleuf 
township,  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  where  his 
uncle,  John  Sampson,  was  then  living.  This 
township  has  been  his  home  ever  since.  In 
1881  Mr.  Beckstrand  sent  for  his  parents, 
who  were  still  living  in  the  land  of  his  birth, 
and  they. then  came  to  this  country,  and  are 
•now  living  in  Cedar  Mills  township  with  one 
of  their  sons. 

In  1875  tlie  subject  of  our  sketch  was 
married  to  Bengta  Nelson,  and  their  niai- 
riage  w.'is  blessed  with  one  child,  a  girl 
named  Emma  G.,  who  was  born  in  Septem- 
ber, 1878,  and  who  died  March  11,  1879, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Beckville  Cemetery. 
Mrs.  Beckstrand's  parents  were  natives  of 
Sweden ;  her  father  died  there,  and  her 
mother  is  still  living  in  the  Fatherland.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Beckstrand  ai-e  members  of  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  B.  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  public  affaii-s,  and  has 
for  two  years  been  a  member  of  the  boanl  of 
supervisors  of  the  township. 

^^AMUEL  A.  HEARD.  Among  the  prom- 
inent  figures  in  the  history  of  Litch- 
field, of  Avhich  he  is  a  resident,  is  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  wlio  was 
the  pioneer  merchant  of  the  place.  He  Avas 
born  in  Newport,  Canada,  September  6, 1831, 
and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Sophronia  \l. 
(Williams)  Heard,  boAh  of  whom  were  natives 
df  the  same  province.  lie  was  reared  upon 
a  farm  and  remained  with  his  parents  until 
his  twenty-third  year,  when  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  and,  after  a  short  time  spent 
in  Illinois  and  "Wisconsin,  in  the  spring  of 
185G  came  to  Minnesota,  and  settled  in 
Wright  county,  where  he  located  on  a  farm 
of  IGO  acres,  which  ho  took  uj)  on  govern- 
ment lan#,  a  few  miles  south  of  Clearwater. 
The  first  summer  Avas  employed  in  looking 
after  the  intei'csts  of  the  Clearwater  Town 
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Site  Com])iuiy,  and  tlie  following  winter  in 
teacliing  scliool  a  siiorfc  distance  from  the 
village.    Next  spring,  in  company  with  a 
Oliaso,  he  bought  out  tlio  mercantile 
establisiinient  of  .CTibbs  &  Whitney,  of  Clear- 
water, and  remained  in  that  business  for 
over  a  year,  wlien,  the  firm  being  dissolved, 
Mr.  II can}  built  another  store,  and  again 
entered  into  trade,  and  followed  it  until 
1801.   lie  had  been  appointed  deputy  post- 
master in  1857,  and  had  ciiarge  of  the  mails 
until  1801,  when,  his  health  failing,  he  gave 
up  his  business  altogetiier,  and  spent  the  fol- 
lowing year  in  IDiine  and  Canada,  returning 
to  Clearwater  in  the  spring  of  1802,  where 
he  passed  some  time,  and  later  went  to  Cold 
SpringSj  where  lie  rebuilt  tiie  Hour-mill,  which 
liad  been  destroyed  by  fire.  After  gravitating 
between  this  State  and  his  native  home  for 
some  years,  in  1809  he  came  to  Litchfield, 
and,  in  company  with  C.  D._Ward^ opened  the 
first  store  in  the  embryo  vilhige.    After  con- 
tinuing in  tlie  mercantile  trade,  both  with 
his  partner  and  alone,  until  1880,  Mr,  Heard 
then  sold  out  and  retired  from  ti-ade.  lie 
has  largo  real-estate  interests  in  the  village 
still,  and  stock  in  the  woolen-mills  and  other 
enterprises  in  Litchfield,  and  finds  in  their 
conservation  and  im])roveinent  sufHcient  em- 
ployment.   In  1878  he  was' elected  a  mem- 
borof  the  village  council,  and  in  1879  as  mayor 
of  the  place,  and  served  with  great  credit  to 
himself.   IJe  hasalways  been  deeply  imbued 
with  religious  ideas,  ami  hiis  always  lent  a 
lielpiiig  hand  in  a,ll  church  nuitters.    He  had 
charge  of  the  ei-ection  of  the  first  church  edi- 
fice in  the  village,  the  Presbyterian,  and  was 
ohairman  of  tlie  building  committee. 

Jifr.  Hcurd  was  united  in  marriage,  Octo- 
ber 1, 1871,  with  Miss  N.  II.  ]3owcn,  anative 
of  Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  and  daughter  of 
Luther  and  Martha  (Ilatch)  Bowen,  both  of 
whom  are  natives  of  Connecticut,  and  both 
of  whom  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
that  region,  settling  there  in  1785.  Mr. 


Heard  is  a  prominent  member  of  tlie  Ancient" 
Order  of  United  "Workmen,  and  is  one  of  the 
Past  Grand  Masters  of  tlie  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State. 

During  the  civil  war  Mr.  Heard  was  ap- 
pointed ensign  of  Company  A,  Nineteenth 
llegiment,  M.  V.  M.  lie  assisted  in  raising 
a  company  for  service  in  1861,  and  was  to 
have  gone  with  them,  but  poor  health  induced 
tlie  doctor  to  order  his  remaining  at  home, 
much  to  his  regret. 

Mr.  Heard  has  always  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the' vil- 
lage. He  was  a  charter  member  and  is  the 
master  workman  of  the  Litchfield  Lodge  of 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen. 

HARLES  H.  ATKINSON,  a  young  and 
V^y  enterprising  fuinier  of  Forest  City 
township,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born 
May  7,  1865,  and  is  the  son  of  Hon.  James 
B.  Atkinson,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Meeker 
county,  a  sketch  of  whom  is  given  in  the 
pages  of  this  Alhum.   Charles  came  to  this 
county  with  his  father's  family  in  1867,  and 
hero  resided  until  about  eighteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  went  to  Minneapolis  to  read  up 
in  the  higher  branches  of  studies,  in  the 
Union  School.   Eeturning  from  there  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  Hon.  A.  C.  Smith,  with 
whom  he  i-ead  law,  but  finally  abandoned 
that  and  settled  down  upon  a  farm,  where  ho 
now  lives.    He  has  been  the  incumbent  of 
several  township  olfices,  first  filling  that  of 
assessor  for  some  two  years;  and  then  that 
of  justice  of  the  peacefor  a  like  term,  and 
now  is  the  present  chairman  of  the  town 
board  of  supervisors. 

Mr.  Atkinson  and  Miss  Ida  Mitchell 
plighted  their  mutual  vows  at  the  marriage 
altar,  June  27,  1SS2.  The  lady  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  David  Mitchell,  one  of  the  oldest  set- 
tlers of  this  county,  and  whose  memoir  can 
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be  found  in  this  volume.  By  this  union  there 
have  been  born  two  children— Stella  Eliza- 
beth and  Charles  Herbert.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
following  the  traditions  of  the  family,  is  a 
staunch  democrat,  politically. 


OHN  E.  ZACKRISON.  a  respected  fam 
er,  residing  on  section  17,  Cedar  Mills 
township,  has  been  a  resident  of  l^feeker 
county  since  1875.  lie  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
and  was  born  January  4, 1847.    Ilis  early  life 
was  spent  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  when  he  came  to  the  United  States  and 
settled  in  Marquette  county,  Mich.  While 
tiiere  he  was  employed  in  iron  mining,  con- 
tract drilling  and  various  other  lines  of  work. 
.  After  ho  had  been  there  five  yeai-s  he  rented 
a  farm  and  engaged  in  the  milk  and  dairy 
business.    Two  years  later,  in  the  spring  of 
1875,  he  sold  out  his  interests  there  and  came 
to  Meeker  county,  Minn.   Upon  his  arrival 
he  purchased  a  farm  of  316  acres  in  tiietoAvn 
of  Greenleaf,  and  remained  on  that  for  three 
years,   lie  met  with  a  number  of  serious 
reverses.    The  first  year  he  had  a  vei-y  fair 
crop ;  the  second  year  he  did  not  raise  over 
five  bushels  to  the  acre;  and  the  tiiird  year 
he  lost  all  his  grain  on  account  of  the  grass- 
hopper depredations.    These  misfortunes 
proved  a  severe  setback  to  him  and  resulted 
in  the  loss  of  his  farm,  upon  which  he  had 
paid  $1,500  inoash.    During  the  summer  of 
1878  he  remained  in  Greenleaf  township, 
working  for  various  parties,  and  in  the  fail 
of  the  same  year  he  purchased  the  farm  on  sec- 
tion 17,  Cedar  Mills  township,  upon  which  he 
still  resides.   He  now  owns  160  acres  of  land, 
a  good  share  of  which  is  under  cultivation, 
and  devotes  his  time  and  energies  to  raising 
stock  and  doing  general  farming.  His  enter- 
prise, industry  and  economy  have  again  placed 
him  in  comfortable  circumstances,  notwith- 


standing the  severe  revei'scs  and  misfortunes 
through  whicli  he  has  passed,  and  he  now 
ranks  as  one  of  the  substantial  and  leading 
farmers  of  his  township. 

Mr.  Zackrison  was  marricftl  on  June  19, 
1869,  at  Negaunee,  Mich.,  to  Miss  Caroline 
Swanson.  who  is  also  a  native  of  Sweden. 
She  Avas  born  on  September  18,  1837.  Their 
marriage  has  been  blessed  with  four  children, 
as  follows— Ilulda  J.,  born  June  13,  1874; 
Annie  S.,  born  September  3;  1870;  Elhi  M., 
born  Novcm?jer  18, 1878,  and  Oscar  E.,  born 
May  13,  1881. 


AMES  GRANT,  i''"  industrious  and  ener- 
getic agriculturist  of  CoUinwood  town- 
ship, was  born  in  the  parish  of  Cromdal, 
Scotland,  August  1,  1807,  and  is  the  son  of 
Donald  and  Catherine  (Grant)  Gi'ant,  natives 
of  the  same  country. 

Like  many  of  the  boys  of  that  land,  he  at 
an  early  age  commenced  working  both  at 
home  and  elsewhere,  and  inado  his  home  in 
tiie  "  land  of  heather"  until  1835,  when,  with 
a  Avish  to  better  his  condition,  ho  came  to  the 
United  States,  landing  in  New  York.  Ho 
remained  in  that  city  from  August  18  to  the 
28th  of  the  following  April,  employing  him- 
self at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do.  From 
there  he  wont  to  Maysville,  Ky.,  but  after 
a  year's  experience  there  gardening  and  por- 
tering,  ho  removed  to  Louisville  and  worked 
in  a  store.  At  Millstown,  Ky.,  ho  Avas  next 
employed,  as  engineer  of  a  large  distillery, 
where  he  remained  some  five  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  ho  Avent  to  Madison, 
Ind.,  and  there  rented  a  farm  and  lived  four 
years.  While  at  that  place  lie  Avas  married, 
January  7, 1841,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  McMillen. 
a  native  of  Jefferson  county  Ind.,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Eobert  McMillcikand  Avho  died  in  1845. 
From  Madison  he  removed  to  Winooski,  in 
the  same  State,  Avhere  he  dwelt  for  about 
tAA'onty  years.   He  Avas  married  there,  to 
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Miss  Rebecca  Fifer,  June  3, 1847.  By  tliis 
union  there  lius  been  born  a  family  of  nine 
chiklrcn.  as  fo]]o\vs— Geoi-ge,  James,  Will- 
iam, John,  Sarah,  Belle,  Ann  Catlierine,  Jane 
and  ;j[aiy.  IMr.  Grant  came  to  Meeker 
county  on  tlic  IGtli  of  October,  18GG,  and 
built  a  liouse  on  land  that  he  supposed  to  be 
his,  but  two  years  later,  finding  liis  error, 
moved  to  liis  own  ])]ace,  on  section  2G,  where 
he  now  lives,  lie  has  120  acres,  -well  im- 
proved. 


OHN  P.  FALK,  one  of  the  leading  farm- 
ers oi:  Acton  township,  is  a  native  of 
Bciilcswig,  a  province  of  Denmark,  -which  the 
(Ternuins  took  in  ISG-l.  lie  was  born  on  the 
lYth  of  February,  1833,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  18TG,  and  after  stopping  for 
about  two  montlis  on  Two  Eivers,  in  Mor- 
rison county,  ]\rinn.,  walked  from  there  to 
Acton  townsliip,  a  distance  of  eighty-two 
miles,  in  two  days.  One  difficulty  he  en- 
countered Avas  in  finding  a  place  to  staj"-  all 
night,  as  lie  had  $1,200  on  his  pcr.son,  and 
feared  r()bi)ery ;  but  after  considerable 
(rouble,  ho  foiiiul  a  i)liicc  at  German's  where 
he  was  lios|)itab]y  ti'catcd.  In  Denmark  he 
had  owned  a  small  fiirm,  whicli  lie  Inul  sold 
before  leaving  the  old  country,  and  upon  his 
arrival  in  Acton  he  ])nrchased  eighty  acres 
on  section  32,  with  no  improvements,  paying 
81,000  for  it.  lie  has  added  forty  acres  to 
the  farm  since,  and  now  has  a  comfortable 
home  and  a  valuable  farm,  lie  has  substan- 
tial farm  buildings,  and  his  bai'n  is  the  most 
conveniently  arranged  in  the  township,  it 
being  so  built  that  he  can  water  his  stock 
Avithoiit  taking  them  out  of  their  stalls,  and 
it  is  so  wiirm  that  water  does  not  freeze  in  it 
during  the  most  severe  weather. 

Mr.  Falk  wtis  married,  on  the  2Yth  of 
March,  1857,  to  Sophia  Christianson^  who 
wiis  born  on  the  21st  of  September,  1830. 
They  have  had  the  following  children — John, 


born  January  28,  1858,  died  when  about  five 
months  old ;  Laurine,  born  Sejitember  12. 
1859,  married  Martin  Hi  nek,  and  lives  in 
Minneapolis ;  and  Peter  John,  born  Decem- 
ber 2,  18G1.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Falk  has 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  public  affairs.  He 
M'as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  insurance' 
company  which  was  organized  in  Acton  and 
Genesee  tovrnships,  and  has  been  treasurer 
of  tlie  company  since  its  organization.  He 
has  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  and  money 
to  the  interests  of  the  sissociation,  and  de- 
serves much  credit  for  his  zeal.  lie  has 
also  been  church  treasurer  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  has  spared  neither  labor  nor 
money  wdien  the  good  of  the  cause  demanded 
his  aid.  In  political  matters  ho  is  a  demo- 
crat, and  lias  held  various  offices  of  trust,  in- 
cluding that  of  supervisor  for  two  years. 


ELSON  TURNER. 


  The  great  Empire 

State  has  furnished  her  full  quota 
toward  the  upbuilding  of  the  extensive 
Northwest,  and  no  more  enterjnMsing  people 
come  from  anywhere  than  from  that  noble, 
Commonwealth.  Among  this  class  may  be 
found  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was 
born  in  Livingston  count}'-,  N.  Y.,  March 
5, 1831,  and  is  the  son  of  Clement  and  Elmira 
(Bosley)  Turner,  natives  of  Connecticut  and 
New  York  respectively.  The  mother  died 
in  the  latter  State  while  a  young  woman,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject  emigrated  to  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  in  1840,  and  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  in  1870,  and  died  in  the  latter 
place  in  1875.  The  old  gentleman  was  a 
farmer,  a  democrat,  and  the  father  of  two 
boys,  Gcoi'ge  and  Nelson. 

The  latter  passed  the  halcyon  days  of 
childhood  in  attending  school  in  his  native 
State,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  com- 
menced life  for  his  own  benefit,  hiring  out 
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his  services  to  various  farmers.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  the  Empire  State,  he  was  united  in 
marriage,  December  18,  1856,  with  Miss 
Maiy  Eumsey,  a  native  of  the  same  Common- 
wealtli,  born  June  1,  1840,  and  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Luther  Ramsey,  now  residents 
of  Kingston.  By  this  marriage  there  liave 
been  born  some  five  children: — Eva,  Emma, 
Ella,  Etta,  and  Guy  Ernest.  Eva  mari-ied 
Michael  Oaylor ;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
McConviile,  a  merchant  of  Forest  City  ;  Ella 
is  Mre.  Abbott  Tonnpers,  of  KingTston. 

Mr.  Turner  came  to  Meeker  county  in 
18G8,  and  located,  where  he  now  lives,  on 
section  34,  liingston  township.  IJe  is  a  man 
who  takes  deep  interest  in  the  educational 
work  in  the  county,  and  has  served  for  three 
years  as  director  of  school  district  No.  41. 
One  of  the  most  highly  respected  citizens  of 
the  county,  he  may  well  be  classed  among 
its  representative  citizens. 

N  DREW  SULLIVAN.  Prominent 
JKS^  among  the  old  settlei's  of  Forest  City 
where  he  makes  his  home,  upon  sec- 
tion 36,  is  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
memoir.  He  is  a  native  of  County  Kerry,  Ire- 
land, born  in  October,  1822.  He  remained  in 
the  beloved  land  of  his  birth  until  tliirty  j-ears 
of  age,  but  growing  ti  red  of  the  ojipressed  con- 
dition of  his  country,  he  determined  to  seek 
in  the  IsTew  "World  the  freedom  he  could  not 
find  under  British  rule  or  misrule.  June  22,' 
1852,  ho  embarked  at  Liverpool,  England, 
whither  ho  had  gone  for  that  purpose,  and, 
after  an  ocean  voyage,landed  at  Boston,  where 
he  remained  some  three  years.  From  there 
he  moved  to  Indiana,  but  in  the  spring  of 
1857  came  to  Meeker  county,  and  settled  on 
section  25,  Forest  City  townsliip.  Some  fif- 
teen or  sixteen  years  later  he  removed  to  his 
present  place.  He  has  a  fine  farm  of  some 
276  acres,  much  of  which  is  under  the  plow. 


He  has  been  accustomed  to  farm  work  from 
his  youth  up,  and  of  course  thoi-oughly  under- 
stands his  calling  in  ail  respects,  andliis  phice 
shows  it. 

Mr.  Sullivan  was  united  in  marriage  Janu- 
ary 8,  1857,  with  Miss  Bridget  Flynii,  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  who  had  come  to  tiie  United 
States  with  friends  in  1852.  The  Avedding 
ceremony  was  performed  in  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago, where  Mr.  Sullivan  was  employed  at 
the  time.  By  this  union  there  have  been 
born  five  children  — John,  Margaret,  Ellen, 
Mary  and  Catherine.  The  last  two  mentioned 
are  school-teachers,  and  all,  being  still  single, 
are  living  with  their  pai'ents,  except  IFary  and 
Catherine,  Avhose  duties  carry  them  to  other 
places,  although  their  home  is  beneath  the 
parental  roof. 

A[r.  Sullivan  is  one  of  the  leading  agricul- 
culturists  and  stock-raisers  of  Forest  City,  and 
kee])S  up  a  herd  of  some  thirt^'-fivo  or  forty 
head  of  good  horned  cattle  and  some  nine  or 
ten  horses,  the  latter  of  which  are  part  Nor- 
man blood.  In  his  political  faith  he  may  be 
classed  among  the  democrats.  He  and  his 
estimable  family  are  members  of  the  Eoman 
Catholic  Church,  attending  services  at  Forest 
City. 

jrOHN  M.  JOHNSON,  the  leading  hard- 
^  ware  merchant  of  the  village  of  Dassel, 
was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Sweden  in  1846, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Gatrud  Johnsoq. 
Ho  received  his  education  in  his  native  land, 
and  remained  there  until  the  year  1864,  which 
found  him  crossing  the  stormy  Atlantid''to  a 
new  home  in  the  United  States.  IIo  came 
direct  to  Minnesota  on  landing  on  those 
shores,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Carver 
county,  where  he  lived  for  a  period  of  two 
years.  From  there  he  removed  to  Minneap- 
olis, of  which  city  he  was  acitizcn  until  1871, 
when  ho  took  up  a  homestead  in  Cokato 
township,"\Vright  county,  to  whicli  he  niovetl. 
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Two  years'  residence  satisfied  liim,  and  sell- 
ing out  he  inircliascd  a  farm  in  the  same 
county,  where  he  lived  four  yearS;  and  then 
disposed  of  tliat  and  removed  to  the  village 
of  Dassel,  where  he  purchased  an  interest  in 
the  blacksmith  siiO])  of  Erick  Hennuist.  that 
being  his  trade,  and  remained  in  partnership 
with  him  until  two  years  later,  when  he 
bought  out  Mr.  Eenpuist,  Alone  he  then 
carried  on  the  business  until  1SS2,  at  Avhich 
date,  in  company  with  L.  "W".  Leigh  ton,  he 
established  the  second  hardware  store  in  the 
village.  The  firm,  tluis  formed,  continued 
until  January  1,  1887,  when  our  subject  pur- 
chased his  partner's  interest,  and  for  more 
than  a  year  was  alone  in  the  concern.  March 
15j  1888,  lie  admitted  to  a  partnership  John 
Ostei-man,  and  the  present  firm  of  J.  M. 
Johnson  &  Co.  was  formed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  althougii  not  partisan  in  his 
views,  lias  decided  opinions  upon  political 
questions,  and  particuliirly  in  all  local  matters. 
His  excellent  business  tact  and  sterling  up- 
rightness have  drawn  upon  him  the  attention 
of  the  community,  and  ho  was  duly  elected 
to  a  position  upon  the  board  of. village  trus- 
tees in  1882,  and  was  again  chosen  to  Jill  that 
olHce  in  ]\[arch,  1888.  As  a  business  man  he 
is  active  and  enterprising,  and  he  has  a  linan- 
cial  interest  in  both  the  woolen  mill  and  the 
foundry,  both  institutions  of  great  value  to 
the  community. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  Jan- 
uary 27,  1870,  while  living  in  AVright  county, 
with  Miss  Mary  Clarquist,  a  native  of  Swe- 
den, and  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Christine 
Clarquist,  the  latter  of  whom  were  early  set- 
tlers on  section  14,  Dassel  townsliip.  Mrs. 
J ohnson  lias  a  fine  millinery  establishment  in 
the  village,  which  she  instituted  in  1884. 

NOTHER  prominent  citizen  of  Meeker 
JPIL  county  is  G.  AV.  Fuller,  of  Litchfield, 
a  native  of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  born 


September  24,  1824.  He  is  the  son  of  Ira 
and  Sallie  (Earnes)  Fuller,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  the 
former  April  17,  1793,  and  the  latter  Janu- 
ary 12,  1795.  His  father  and  mother  were 
married  at  Lisle,  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
tember 14,  1814,  and  in  1833  removed  to 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  where  they  made 
their  home  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Fuller,  Sr., 
on  his  seventy-fourth  birthday;  his  wife  sur- 
vived him  until  March  25,  1877. 

The  subject  of  our  narrative  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  about  fifteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  commenced  life  by  teaching 
for  one  term.  He  then  entered  the  postffice 
at  Warren,  and  was  there  employed  during 
the  great  presidential  campaign  of  1840,  be- 
tween "W.  H.  Harrison  and  Martin  Yan  Bu- 
ren.  He  remained  in  that  position  for  about 
a  year,  and  then  attended  the  Farinington 
Academy  for  a  time.  He  then  entered  what 
is  now  Dennison  University  where  he  re- 
mained over  five  years,  graduating  from 
there  in  1847.  He  taught  school  for  two 
terms  subsequent  to  this  and  then  entered 
the  university,  taking  charge  of  the  Baptist 
church  at  Birmingham,  in  the  Buckeye  State, 
where  he  remained  some  three  yeare.  The 
next  three  year's  were  passed  in  the  service  of 
the  Lord  at  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  after  which  ho 
occupied  the  pulpit  of  the  Baptist  church 
at  ]^[eadville,  Penn.,  for  a  like  period. 
Having  been  sent  by  the  Baptist  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society  to  Chatfield,  this  State,  he 
came  to  Minnesota  in  1858,  and  remained  in 
the  last  mentioned  city  some  seven  yeai-s,  a 
faithful  watchman  upon  the  walls  of  Zion. 
From  there  he  removed  to  Lake  City,  and 
during  his  labors  in  that  place,  extending 
over  a  period  of  seven  years,  missed  but  two 
Sabbaths'  exercise  of  his  beloved  caUing.  His 
health  becoming  impaired,  he  came  to  Litch- 
field in  1872,  and  purchasing  twenty-five 
acres  of  land,  established  his  present  nui-sery 
business. 
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Mr.  Fuller  haa  three  times  been  married, 
his  present  Avife  being  Miss  S.  S.  Gariield,  a 
second  cousin  of  our  late  lamented,  mai'tyred 
president,  James  A.  Garfield.  He  is  the  pa- 
rent of  nine  children,  five  of  Avhom  are  liv- 
ing. The  record  of  these  is  Isabel,  Mrs. 
Dr.  Canney,  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Minnie 
E.,  whose  husband,  L.  Swift,  is  business  man- 
ager of  the  Minneapolis  EveniiKj  Journal; 
Annie,  deceased  wife  of  J.  Q.  A.  13raden,Avho 
died  October  25,  1879,  at  Santa  Cruz,  Cali- 
fornia ;  George  Garfield,  who  is  book-keeper 
for  the  Washburn  Mill  company,  Minneapo- 
lis; Pauline,  the  lately  deceased  wife  of  E. 
B.  Benson,  the  cashier  of  tlie  Meeker  County 
Bank,  who  died  May  19, 1888 ;  and  Jewel  and 
Lillian,  living  at.  home. 

J^TARION  BOYER,  a  veteran  of  the 
J^S^t^  late  war,  is  engaged  in  carrying  on 
both  the  meat-market  and  dray  business  in 
the  village  of  Dassel,  Avhere  he  located  in 
1881.  He  is  a  native  of  Mercer  county,  Ohio, 
born  January  1,  18J:0,  and  is  tiie  son  of  Louis 
and  Nancy  A.  (Bowersock)  Bover,  both  of 
whom  were  also  natives  of  the  "Buckeye 
State."  The  parents  of  our  subject,  in  1855, 
removed  with  their  family  to  CraAvford,  now 
Vernon  county,  Wis.,  where  they  remained 
upon  a  farm  until  the  death  of  the  fatlier,  in 
1857.  Later  the  mother  came  to  Hastings, 
in  tliis  State,  and  died  at  St.  Paul  in  1887. 

Marion,  in  18G0,  at  the  age  of  twentj',  was 
united  in  marriage  Avith  Miss  Esther  Buck- 
master.  Avith  Avhom  he  lived  upon  a  farm 
mitil  the  spring  of  1802  Avhen  the  angel  of 
death  invaded  his  household  and  snatched 
away  his  wife  from  his  embrace.  lie  then 
gaA'e  up  farming,  and,  August  G,  18C2,  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  Thirty-First  Wisconsin  Infan- 
try, and  served  with  that  wcll-knoAvn  regi- 
ment until  the  close  of  the  war.  The  first 
'  battle  in  Avhich  he  participated  Avas  that  of 


Peach  Tree  Creek,  in  the  Atlanta  campaign, 
and  througliout  the  engagements  around  the 
last-named  city,  and  at  tiie  capture  of  that 
place.  Mr.  Boyer  Avas  always  present  with 
regiment,  which  did  excellent  service.  When 
Sherman  cut  himself  off  from  his  base  of 
supplies  and  commenced  his  memorable 
marcli  to  the  sea,  the  Thirty-First  Wisconsin 
Avas  a  part  of  his  columns,  and  our  subject 
marched  witli 'liis  compan3^  During  the 
battle  of  BentonviJle,  K.  C,  Avhen  the  con- 
federate general,  Josei)ii  Johnston,  hail  turned 
tlie  flank  and  surrounded  our'forccs,  tlic  regi- 
ment, Avith  othei"s,  faced  about  and  cliarged 
tlie  enemy,  during  whicli  !Mr.  Boyer  received 
a  bullet  and  fell  to  the  ground.  Lying  upon 
the  gi'ound,  propjied  upon  his  elbow,  he 
essa^'ed  to  open  the  cartridge-boxes  of  his 
fallen  comrades,  and,  in  spite  of  his  wounxl, 
passed  the  ammunition  to  his  pompiinions, 
and  while  doing  so  was  again  hit  in  the 
neighborliood  of  the  spine,  Avhich  disabled' 
him  entirely.  His  gallant  comrades,  out- 
numbered, Avere  forced  to  retire,  leaving 
him,  as  they  supposed,  dead  upon  tlic  field, 
and  the  rebel  line  charged  over  him.  Some 
time  elapsed,  and,  coming  to,  he  inanaged  to 
craAvl  to  a  tree,  but,  on  ])ulling  himsoif  erect, 
found  lie  could  not  stand,  so  crawled  on  all 
fours  toward  the  lines  of  his  regiment,  about 
half  a  mile  away,  and  when  his  conii-ades 
saw  him  they  came  forth  and  carried  him  in 
and  placed  him  in  an  ambulance.  Four  or 
five  days  later  he  moved  along  with  the  regi- 
ment, and  in  a  month  resumed  duty.  He 
]-)articipated  in  all  tlie  hardships  of  tliat 
famous  march,  and  wound  uj)  with  the  grand 
review  at  Washington,ai'ter  which  he  received 
his  discharge,  June  20,  1805,  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  and  returned  to  Wisconsin.  In  the 
spring  of  1800  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and 
settlctl  in  Dakota  county,  but  in  1 873  removed 
to  Bird  Island,  and  from  tliere,  the  next 
spring,  to  Elk  liiver,  wliere  he  remained 
until  coining  here. 
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Mr.  ]}oyor,  November  28,  1872,  again  en- 
tered tlie  marriage  state,  being  imited  on 
that  day  with  ]\[iss  Annie  Sheldon,  a  native 
of  Ellc  River,  Minn.,  and  daugliter  of  Henry 
II.  and  Oyntliia  Sheldon.  Her  parents  set, 
tied  in  Slierbiirne  county,  at  Elk  Eiver,  in 
May,  1S5(),  and  were  among  tlie  earliest  set- 
tlers of  tliat  section.  By  this  marriage  Mr. 
and  ]^[i-s.  Eoycr  have  two  children — Clara 
E.  and  Louis. 

Mr.  Boyer  was  quite  prominent  in  the  or- 
ganization of  Colfax  Post,  No.  133,G.  A.  E.,  at 
tiiis  village,  and  was  the  iirst  officer  of  the 
day.  He  was  a  member  of  tiie  post  at  Elk 
Eiver  before  coming  here.  He  has  been  an 
officer  in  tlie  Good  Templars  order,  and  is 
prominent  in  tlie  prohibition  movement. 

JOHN  MURRAY.  Avho  is  numbered 
among  the  most  extensive  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  of  JVIeelcer  county,  is  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  J857.  During  that  year  he 
made  his  first  appearance  iiei'c,  and  immedi- 
ately took  up  a  claim  of  ICO  acres  upon  sec- 
tion 3C,  Forest  City  townsliip,  where  lie  now 
resides.  To  his  original  farm  he  has  added 
from  time  to  time,  until  he  has  now  one  of 
the  finest  properties  in  the  county,  extending 
into  tlie  tiiree  townsliips  of  Dassel,  Darwin 
and  Forest  Cit\',  embracing  something  like 
800  acres. 

:Mr.  Murray  is  a  native  of  that  "Gem  of 
the  Sea,"  Ireland,  and  -was  born  in  tlie  year 
1838.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  j^ears,  lie  left 
his  native  home  and  came  alone  to  the  United 
States.  Arriving'  in  JSIew  York,  the  young 
emigrant,  after  a  few  months  spent  in  the 
metropolis,  came  out  "West,  and  spent  the 
next  live  years  in  the  city  of  Chicago. 
From  there  he  came  to  this  county  by  way 
of  Minneapolis,  and  on  his  arrival,  settled, 
and  has  ever  since  made  this  his  home. 
During  the  Indian  outbreak  of  1862,  he  took 


his  family  to  a  place  of  safety,  but  soon  re- 
turned to  help  in  the  defense  of  his  home. 
He  has  alwdys  been  engaged  in  agriculture, 
and  still  follows  that  avocation. 

Mr.  Murray  Avas  married  in  March,  1857, 
to  Miss  Margaret  Flynn,  a  native  of  the 
Emerald  Isle,  born  in  1835.  By  this  union 
there  have  been  born  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  as  follows — John, 
Michael,  Thomas,  'William,  James,  Daniel, 
Catharine,  Ellen  and  Margaret.  John,  the 
only  one  not  single,  married  Miss  Lizzie 
Hughes,  and  is  a  farmer. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Murray  coincides 
with  the  democratic  party,  and  accepts  their 
doctrines  and  principles.  In  religion  he  is  a 
zealous  Eoman  Catholic,  and  socially  is  a 
genial  hospitable  gentleman,"  like  all  the 
Celtic  race,  and  one  whom  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  meet. 

JOSEPH  VOSSEN,  the  merchant  of 
Watkins,  came  to  that  village  in 
1882,  and  opened  a  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise, in  company  with  A.  D.  Spaulding, 
in  a  buikling  22x40,  which  they  erected  for 
the  purpose.  After  carrying  on  the  business 
for  about  six  months,  the  partnership  was 
dissolved,  Mr.  Yossen  purchasing  '  Mr. 
Spaniding's. interest.  Since  that  time  he 
continued  to  operate  the  business  alone. 

Mr.  Yossen  was  born  in  the  Ehine  Prov- 
inces of  the  German  Empire,  on  the  17th  of 
April,  1819,  and  is  the  son  of  Christian  and 
Nella  (Koenig.s)  Yossen.  He  passed  his 
early  years  and  received  his  education 
'neath  the  genial  skies  and  amid  the  vine- 
clad  hills  of  his  native  land,  but  on  attaining 
his  thirteenth  year  commenced  woi'k  for 
himself.  In  18G1  he  came  to  the  United 
States  with  his  parents,  landing  at  New 
Yoi'k  after  a  voyage  of  fifty-four  days. 
They  settled  in  Carver  county,  where  tliey 
remained  about  four  years,  and  then  came  to 
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Meeker  county  and  settled  in  Forest  Prairie 
township,  among  the  first  to  locate  there, 
where  the  parents  still  make  their  home. 

Ml".  Vossen,  of  whom  we  write,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Weinman  Janu- 
ary 29, 1877,  at  Burton,  Carver  county.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  John  W.  Weinman,  a  farmer 
of  that  county.  By  this  union  there  have 
"been  born  a  family  of  three  children — 
Joseph,  Nellie  and  John. 

Mr.  Yossen  is  entirely  independent  of 
party  lines  in  discharge^of  his  elective  fi'an- 
chise.  He  has,  however,  held  the  post  of 
town  supervisor  for  eight  or  nine  years.  lie 
is  a  member  of  tlie  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

•  '  'J*  'JSiSK'  't'  ■  ■ 

jr  P.  NYGREN.  a  prominent  citizen  and 
^  a  successful  farmer,  residing  on  section 
y,  Greenleaf  township,  Avas  born  in  Sweden 
on  the  24:th  of  June,  1822.  He  was  raised 
on  a  farm,  learning  the  habits  of  industry 
and  economy,  -which  are  a  characteristic  of 
the  people  of  his  nationality.  In  June,  1854, 
he  was  married  at  Kroneburg,  Sweden,  to 
Anna  F.  Petterson.  He  remained  in  his 
native  land  until  1868,  Avhen  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  after  making  short  stops 
at  New  York  City,  Eockford,  111.,  and 
Watertown,  Minn.,  he  finally  arrived  in 
Meelcer  county  in  October,  18C8,  locating^at 
once  in  Greenleaf  township.  He  lias  as  good 
a  farm  as  any  in  the  township,  has  it  well 
stocked  and  has  fine  farm  buildings. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nygren^ 
has  been  blessed  with  the  following  children — 
John  P.,  born  October  2,  1855 ;  Matilda  C, 
born  January  22,  1857;  Carl  A.,  born  in 
November,  1858 ;  Christina  M.,  born  Decem- 
ber 15, 18G0,  and  Charles  0.,  born  December 
24,  1862;  all  of  whom  are  still  living  except 
John  P.,  who  died  October  M,  187Y,  in 
Greenleaf  township;  and  Carl  A.,  "wiio  died 
in  Sweden  when  only  fifteen  months  old. 


2<JI 

Matilda  C.  is  noAV  th^  Avife  of  W.  II. 
Wilkins,  and  resides  in  St.  Cloud ;  Christina 
is  now  in  Litchfield ;  and  the  son  Cluirlcs-O., 
is  still  at  home  and  carries  on  the  business. 
Charles  has  a  thorougli  knowledge  of  farm 
work,  and  has  the  reputation  of  being  one 
of  tlie  most  thorougli  and  successful  agri- 
culturists in  the  township. 

J.  P.  Nygren_  is  a  republican  in  politics, 
and  in  religious  matters  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church. 
Mrs.  Nygren  is  a  native  of  the  same  country 
as  her  husband,  having  been  born  in  Sweden 
on  tlie  18th  of  July,  1828. 

BAVID  GORMAN,  Avho  carries  on  a  liv- 
ery, feed  and  sale  stable  at  Litchfield, 
is  a  native  of  Canada  West,  born  in  1855,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Bridget  (Tubertv) 
Gorman,  natives'  of  Ireland,  avIio  came  to 
America  in  1840.  He  remained  in  his  na- 
tive country  until  he  was  thirteen  j'ears  of 
ago,  Avlien  his  parents  removed  to  Minnesota 
and  settled  at  Monticello,  Wrigiit  county. 
David  made  his  home  with  his  ])arcnts  until 
ho  was  twent3'-ono  years  of  age,  his  time 
being  s!])ent  upon  a  farm,  attending  common 
scliool  as  opportunity  offered.  On  reaching 
his  majority  he  Avent  to  the  Black  Hills, 
and  for  a  year  remained  there  following  min- 
ing, after  which  he  returned  to  Minnesota 
and  engaged  in  the  liquor  trade  at  Monticello. 
In  1880  he  was  employed  at  bridge  building 
on  the  Manitoba  railroad,  and  later  took 
charge  of  the  Howard  House  at  Litchfield,  in 
'  company  Avitli  Eicliard  Knights,  and  ran  that 
a  year,  but  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  sold 
out  to  his  partner,  purchasing  at  the  same 
time  the  livery  business  of  Knights  &  Mc- 
Carger,  at  Litchfield,  and  has  conducted  it 
ever  since. 

Mr.  Gorman  Avas  married  on  tlie  3d  of 
May,  1882,  to  IMiss  Belle  Knights,  a  native  of 
Canada,  but  a  resident  of  Meeker  couijty  at 
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the  time.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  b\' 
tlie  advent  of  two  cliildren— Herbert  Fi-ancis, 
born  August  30,  1SS3,  and  Ilattio  Marie,' 
born  February  12,  1888. 

VHOMAS  RYCKMAN,  a  Avell-]  viiown  and 
liiglily  respected  old  settler,  and  one 
of  tlie  most  successful  and  prominent  stock- 
raisers  and  fai-mers  in  tlie  northern  part  of 
Meeker  county,  resides  on  section  14,  Union 
Grove  townshij). 

Mr.  llvckman  was  born  in  Upper  Canada, 
on  November  %  1S34,  and  is  a  son  of  Mun- 
son  and  Fidelia  (Ganford)  Eyclcman.  lie 
remained  on  Jiis  father's  iarm,  attending 
school  during  the  winter  months  and  woi-k- 
intr  on  tlie  farm  during  tiie  smnmer,  until  lie 
was  about  twentj'-two  years  of  age,  when  he 
started  to  nialce  his  own  Avay  in  tiie  Avorld. 
In  1857  lie  came  to  Stillwater,  Minn.,  and 
remained  tiiere  for  about  tliree  montlis, 
Avorking  some  at  liarvesting,  but  putting  in 
the  most  of  liis  time  looking  for  a  suitable 
location.   In  September,  1877,  he  came  to 
Meeker  county  and  pro-em])ted  land  on  sec- 
tion 28,  in  wliat  is  now  Manannah  townsliip. 
He  was  married  on  tlie  11th  of  February, 
1802,  to  Miss  Harriet  Maybe^.  a  dauglitcr  of 
Charles  and  Ilari-iet  {Smjtli)  Maybce.  Tliey 
were  living  on  their  farm  when  tlie  Indian 
outbreak  occurred.    As  a  full  history  of  that 
matter  is  given  in  another  department  of 
this  work  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  it  here. 
Mr.  Ryckman  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
moves  of  those  times,  and  was  on  some  of  the 
most  perilous  and  dangerous  expeditions  that 
were  made.    Upon  hearing  the  news  of  the 
massacre  at  Acton,  August  17,  1SG2,  with 
tlie  others  they  went  to  Forest  City,  and  a 
day  or  two  later,  Mi-s.  Ityckman  went  to  St. 
Paul,  wliile  Mr.  Ryckinan  remained  to  look 
Jifter  his  stoclc,  and  was  back  and  forth 
between  Forest  City  and  his  claim.  ]3esides 
many  other  perilous  trips  he  made,  he  was' 


with  a  party  of  eleven  that  went  to  Caswell's 
farm,  and  four  of  the  j^arty  were  Icilled, 
William  Maybee,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Ryck- 
'^an,  being  among  the  slain.  -r^'— 
After  the  close  of  hostilities  they  returned 
to  their  farm,  and  in  18C5  they  sold  the 
Manannah  farm  and  moved  to  their  present 
place  on.  section  14,  Union  Grove  townsliip. 
He  now  owns  550  acres  of  land,  one  of  tlie 
mo.-t  valuable  farms  in  the  county,  and  his 
buildings  are  by  far  the  best  in  the  township, 
being  a  credit  to  himself  and  also  to  the 
neighborhood.   TJie  residence  alone  cost 
$3,000. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ryckman  are  the  parents  of 
the  following  children— Ella  ^Tane,  born 
April  13,  1803;  Jolin  Nelson,  born  October 
31,  1805 ;  Cora  Edna,  born  Apiil  20,  1871 ; 
and  Eoy  Franklin,  born  June  27,  1882, 

Mr.  Ryckman  lias  four  brothers  in  Ore- 
gon—Tobias, JaTnes,  John  and  Descum,  and 
four  sisters  in  Canada— Abigail,  Sarah,  Har- 
riet and  Ellen.  His  parents  both  died  in 
Canada.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Ryckman 
reside  in  Litchfield.  She  liab  two  sisters— 
Adelia,  wife  of  James  A.  Lee  of  Litchfield, 
and  Augusta  Jane,  wife  of  Wallace  Smith, 
of  Fair  Haven,  Stearns  county,  Minn. 

Mr.  Ryckinan  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  townshi]iand  educational  mattei-s,  and  has 
held  various  -offices  of  this  nature.  Ho  is 
one  of  the  leading  and  most  influential  citi- 
zens of  his  town. 


|g)ETER  J.  MALMOUIST.  one  of  the 


blacksmiths  at  Grove  City,  is  among 
the  most  respected  citizens  of  the  countj° 
He  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  July  13,  1833, 
and  the  son  of  Johannes  and  Ingrid  Martins 
QJ-'^"tler.  He  c*ne  to  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  year  1871,  and  after  a  stormy  passage,' 
across  the  briny  deep,  came  directly  to  this 
county.    He  remained  here  about  a  month 
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tlie  time.  Tlieir  union  lias  been  blessed  by 
the  advent  of  two  cliildren— Herbert  Francis, 
born  August  30,  1883,  and  Ilattie  Marie^ 
bom  Februar\'  12,  1888. 


I-  - 

WHOMAS  RYCKMAN.  a  well-known  and 
liiglily  respected  old  settler,  and  one 
of  tJie  most  successful  and  i^rominent  stock- 
raisers  and  farjiiers  in  the  northern  part  of 
Meeker  county,  resides  on  section  14,  Union 
Grove  townshij). 

Mr.  llyckman  was  born  in  Upper  Canada, 
on  November  2,"  1834,  and  is  a  son  of  Mun- 
son  and  Fidelia  (Ganford)  Ryckman.  He 
remained  on  liis  father's  farm,  attending 
school  during  the  winter  montiis  and  work- 
ing on  the  farm  during  tiie  summei-,  until  he 
was  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  wlien  lie 
started  to  malce  his  own  way  in  the  world. 
In  1857  lie  came  to  Stillwater,  Minn.,  and 
remained  there  for  abont  three  months, 
Avorkijig  some  at  harvesting,  but  putting  in 
the  most  of  bis  time  looking  for  a'suitable 
location.    In  September,  1877,  lie  came  to 
Meeker  county  and  pre-empted  land  on  sec- 
tion 28,  in  what  is  now  Manannah  townsiiip. 
He  was  married  on  the  11th  of  February, 
18G2,  to  Miss  Harriet  Maybe^,  a  daugliter  of 
Charles  ji,nd  Harriet  .(Smith)  Maybce.  Tliey 
•were  living  on  their  farm  wlien  the  Indian 
outbi-ealc  occui-red.   As  a  full  In'story  of  tliat 
matter  is  given  in  another  department  of 
this  work  it  is  unnecessaiy  to  repent  it  liere. 
Mr.  Ryclcnian  took  a  prominent  ])art  in  the 
moves  of  tiiose  times,  and  was  on  some  of  tlie 
most  perilous  and  dangerous  expeditions  that 
were  made.    Upon  licaring  tlie  news  of  tlie 
massacre  at  Acton,  August  17,  1802,  witli 
tiie  otliers  they  went  to  Forest  City,  and  a 
<la,y  or  two  later,  l^frs.  llyckman  went  to  St. 
Paul,  wliile  Mr.  Eyckman  remaineil  to  look 
after  liis  stock,  and  Avas  Lack  and  fortli 
between  Forest  City  and  liis  claim.  Besides 
jnany  other  perilous  ti-ijjs  lie  made,  he  Avas' 


with  a  party  of  eleven  that  went  to  Caswell's 
fann,  and  four  of  the  party  Avere  Icilled, 
William  Maybee,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Byck- 
'^a-n?  being  among  the  slain.  • 

After  the  close  of  hostilities  they  returned 
to  their  farm,  and  in  1865  they  sold  the 
Manannah  fann  and  moved'  to  their  present 
place  on  section  14,  Union  Grove  toAvnship. 
He  now  owns  550  acres  of  land,  one  of  the 
mo.- 1  valuable  farms  in  the  county,  and  his 
buildings  are  by  far  the  best  in  the'township, 
being  a  credit  to  himself  and  also  to  the 
neighborhood.  The  residence  alone  cost 
S3,000. 

Mi-,  and  Mrs.  Eyckman  are  the  parents  of 
the  following  children— Ella  Jane,  born 
April  13,  18G3;  John  Nelson,  born  October 
31,  18G5;  Cora  Edna,  born  April  20,  1871; 
and  Roy  Franklin,  born  June  27,  1882. 

Mr.  .Eyckman  has  four  brothers  in  Ore- 
gon— Tobias,  James,  John  and  Descum,  and 
four  sisters  in  Canada— Abigail,  Sarah,  Har- 
riet and  Ellen.  His  parents  both  died  in 
Canada.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Eyckman 
reside  in  Litchfield.  She  hafe  two  sisters— 
Adelia,  wife  of  James  A._Lee  of  Litchfield, 
and  Augusta  Jane,  wife  of  Wallace  Smith, 
of  Fair  Haven,  Stearns  county,  Minn. 

Mr.  Eyckman  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  toAvnshipand  educational  matters,  and  has 
held  various,  offices  of  this  nature.  He  is 
one  of  the  leading  and  most  influential  citi- 
zens of  his  town. 


PETER  J.  MALMOUIST.  one  of  the 
blacksmiths  at  Grove  City,  is  among 
the  most  respected  citizens  of  the  county. 
He  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  July  13,  1833, 
and  the  son  of  Johannes  and  Ingrid  Martins 
Olander.    He  came  to  the  United  States  dur- 


ing the  year  1871,  and  after  a  stormy  passage,' 
across  the  briny  deep,  came  directly  to  this 
county.    He  remained  here  about  a  month 
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and  then  went  to  Chippewa  countj'',  this 
State,  where  he  took  up  a  chum  with  a  sol- 
dier's warrant.  As  he  had  paid  for  this  be- 
fore he  got  it  he  was  obliged  to  make  manj' 
trips  to  Litchfield  before  he  could  lay  liis 
hands  on  it,  but  iias  finally  accomplished  it. 
His  claim,  which  was  the  west  liulf  of  the 
northeast  quarter  of  section  26,  Leenthrop 
township,  Chippewa  county,  was  a  fine  piece 
of  land,  and  on  it  he  made  liis  home  for  some 
four  years,  and  then  sold  out  and  came  to 
Grove  City  and  put  up  his  smithy,  whore  he 
has  carried  on  business  ever  since. 

Mr.  Malmquist  and  Miss  Petronella  Eliza- 
beth _Pearson  were  united  in  the  holy  bonds 
of  matrimony  December  20,  lSGO"and  are 
the  parents  of  three  cliikiren,  two  of  wliom 
are  living.  Their  record  is  as  follows — Charles 
E.  F.,  horn  May  2fi,  1864,  died  in  Jirarcli, 
186G;  Charles  E.  R,  born  December  1,  1867, 
and  is  now  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  Dudley  & 
Nelson's  elevator,  at  Grove  City;  and  Ernest 
II,  E.,  born  May  31, 18G9,  at  home  attending 
school. 

fOHN  TEBERG.  Among  the  Swedish 
element  which  makes  up  so  large  a  share 
of  the  .population  of  Meeker  count}'-,  and 
whose  habits  of  industry  and  thrift,  brought 
from  their  native  land,  that  so  soon  raise 
them  to  competency,  is  the  gentleman  wliose 
name  lieads  this  sketch.  He  is  living  on. 
section  32,  in  the  town  of  Darwin,  wiiere  he- 
has  a  fine  and  extensive  farm  of  400  acres, 
250  of  which  are  under  excellent  cultivation, 
and  upon  which  he  has  some  forty  two  head 
of  hoi"ses  and  cattle. 

Mr.  Teber^  was  born  in  S\veden  Novem 
her  5,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Carl  and  Celia 
Tebergj_  natives  of  the  same  kingdom.  He 
remained  in  the  land  of  his  birth  until  1870, 
when,  with  a  view  to  better  his  condition 
beyond  what  is  p^rble  in  the  mother 


country,  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States. 
On  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  came  .at 
once  to  Meeker  county,  and  with  his  family 
settled  in  what  is  210 w  Litchfield  township. 
After  remaining  there  for  about  five  years 
he  removed  to  Darwin,  and  took  up  his 
residence  whei'e  lie  now  lives,  on  section  32. 
He  has  passed  most  of  his  life  in  farm  pur- 
suits, his  parents  being  farmers  in  Sweden, 
where  they  both  died. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1806,  in  Sweden,  Mr. 
Teberg  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Ellen  Peterson,  the  daughter  of  Peter  Larson 
and  Elsie  Larson  Peterson.  Her  parents 
came  to  America  in  1SG5,  and  settled  in 
Litchfield  township.  JJy  this  marriage  Mi'. 
Teberg  is  the  parent  of  two  children,  namely 
John,  born  September  11,  ISGO;  and  Martin, 
born  October  15,  1S09. 

In  his])oliticalAnews  !Mr.  Tebor<>'  is  with  tlio 
republican  party,  although  not  a  politician 
by  any  means. 

— — *«SS{^-<*— — 

TlbEWlS  A.  PIER,  pxstor  of  the  Christian 
clmrcli  at  Litohliokl,  and  editor  and 
proprietor  of  the  Saturdaij  Jieview,  is  a  native 
of  Vennont,  and  was  born  on  the  7th  of 
October,  1855.  His  parents  were  E.  A.  and 
Lucy  B.  (Damon)  Pier,  both  natives  of  the 
same  State.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer, 
came  to  Dodge  county,  AVis.,  in  1856,  in  the 
interest  of  a  large  real  estate  owner  East, 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  \\\)  the  lands  in 
that  part  of  Wisconsin  belonging  to  his  prin- 
cipal. He  remained  there  until  1863,  when 
he  settled  in  Dodge  county,  Minn.,  and 
bought  a  farm.  In  1809  he  was  cloctod  treas- 
urer of  that  county  and  located  at  JkHmtor- 
ville.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  oilice 
he  purchased  the  Mantorville  Mejnvss,  in 
connection  with  his  son,  but  soon  disposed  of 
his  interest  to  the  latter.  IIo  is  still  a  res- 
ident of  Mantorville. 
Lewis  A.  Pier  remained  with  his  parents 


2g6 


MEEKER  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


until  twenty-one  years  of  age;  He  enjoyed 
the  advantages  of  the  common  scliools  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered 
the  office  of  tlie  Mantorville  Express  to  learn 
the  printer's  trade.  In  1874  he  became  sole 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  jiaper  and  con- 
ducted it  until  18tC,  when  he  sold  out  and 
went  to  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  entered  But- 
ler University,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
1882.  Previous  to  tliis,  however,  he  had 
become  pastor  of  one  of  the  Christian 
churclies  of  tliat  city,  of  which  he  i-emained 
in  charge  unt.']  1883.  He  then  tooic  charge 
of  a  church  at  Union  City,  Ind.,  remaining 
until  the  spring  of  1884,  when  he  settled  at 
Litchfield,  Minn.,  and  took  charge  of  the 
Christian  church  at  that  place.  In  July,  of 
the  same  year,  he  established  the  Review, 
which  he  still  conducts.  Mr.. Pier  was  mar- 
ried on  tlie  31st  of  August,  1881,  to  Miss 
Clarinda  C.  Ilarriman.  of  Frankfort,  Ind., 
who  is  also  a  graduate  of  Butler  Univei-sity. 


(v^HRISTIAN  HALVORSEN.  one  of  the 
5^  thrifty  farmers  of  Cosmos  township, 
residing  upon  section  22,  is  a  native  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Norway,  born  in  November, 
1844.  He  wiis  reared  in  the  land  of  his  birth 
and  made  it  his  home  until  he  was  some 
twenty-iive  years  of  age,  when  he  crossed  the 
ocean  to  America.  He  resided  for  one  year  in 
"Wisconsin  and  then  came  to  Meeker  county, 
arriving  at  Litchfield  in  the  first  passenger 
train  run  into  that  village.  In  18T0  Mr. 
Halvorsen  bought  the  claim  of  O.  K.  Nelson 
to  the  place  he  now  lives  on,  and  the  next 
year  filed  on  it  as  homestead,  he  having 
declared  his  intention  of  becoming  an  Amer- 
ican citizen. 

During  tliat  summer  he  broke  up  some  five 
acres  of  land  and  tiicn  took  a  trip  elsewhere, 
returning  the  following  winter,  and  in  1871 
was  married  to  Miss  Annie  Hanson.  They 


have  a  family  of  eight  childreii  —  Minnie, 
Helen,  Henry,  Carl,  Alma,  Clara)  Lena  and 
Lawrence.  Mr.  Halvorsen  is  among  the 
rising  men  of  the  township. 


IBBITTS  J.  SOULE,  superintendent  of 
V  schools  of  Meeker  county,  is  a  native 
of  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  born  February  3, 1847. 
His  parents  were  Stephen  W.  and  Euth 
(Munger)  Soule,  both  natives  of  the  Empire 
State.  His  father  followed  the  profession  of 
school  teaching  from  the  time  he  was  eigh- 
teen until  he  was  sixty-seven  years  of  age, 
his  last  term  having  been  taught  in  Meeker 
county  in  the  winter  of  1886-7.  He  had 
come  West  on  a  visit  and  was  prevailed  upon 
to  take  a  school  for  the  winter  term,  and  the 
following  spring  returned  to  his  Eastern 
home. 

Tibbitts  J.  remained  Avith  his  parents  until 
sixteen  years  of  age,  having  up  to  that  time 
attended  school  most  of  the  time.    At  that 
age  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Second  New 
York  Mounted  Rifles,  was  mustered  in  Janu- 
ary 27,  1804,  and  served  in-the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  until  the  close  of  the  war.  During 
his  service  he  was  in  thirteen  pitched  battles; 
Avas  wounded  twice  while  in  the  trenches  in 
front  of  Petei-sburg;  at  Bellefield  raid  he  had 
his  shin  bone  shattered  by  a  minie  ball,  and 
as  he  says  "  had  he  entered  the  hospital 
would  have  worn  a  wooden  leg  to-day  "  ;  but 
he  remained  with  the  "boys"  and  was  soon 
on  duty  again.  After  receiving  his  discharge, 
on  the  23d  of  August,  1805,  he  returned  to 
his  home  in  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  but  shortly 
afterward  took  a  trip  through  Kansas  and 
Indian  Territory,  remaining  West  for  some 
two  years.    After  this  he  went  back  to  New 
York  and  followed  the  profession  of  Ji  school 
teacher  until  1879,  with  the  exception  of  two 
years,  during  Avhich  he  was  agent  for  A.  S. 
I^arnes  &  Co.'s  school  books  through  West- 
ern New  York.   In  1879  he  came  to  Meeker 
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county,  Minn.,  and  rented  a  1,200-acre  farm, 
for  one  year.   Being  a  stranger  to  that  busi- 
ness, he  met  with  considerable  loss ;  but,  with 
hopes  for  better  success  in  tlio  future,  he 
stuck  to  the  business,  and  a  year  or  so  later 
he  purchased  a  farm  in'  Greenleaf  township. 
This  place  he  sold  in  1885.   In  the  fall  of 
1886  he  was  elected  superintendent  of  schools 
of  Meeker  county,  which  position  he  still 
holds,  filling  the  office  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  Mr.  Soule 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  is  the  present  junior  A'ice- 
commander  of  Frank  Daggett  Post,  No.  35, 
at  Litchfield.   He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  having  joined  Phoenix  lodge. 
No.  262,  of  Gowand,  N.  Y.,  wliile  in  that 
State,  and  has  sinc6  retained  his  membership 
with  them.   Politically,  Mr.  Soule  is  a  demo- 
crat.  He  was  an  active  supporter  of  Grovor 
Cleveland  when  he  was  a  candidate  forsherilf 
of  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  in  1869,  there  being 
in  that  campaign  only  two  successful  candi- 
dates on  the  democratic  ticket,  Grover  Cleve- 
land, for  sheriif,  and  Stephen  W.  Soule  (Tib- 
bitts  J.'s  father),  for  school  comimssioner. 

Mr.  Soule  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss 
Maria  Anthony,  of  Boston,  Erie  county  N., 
y.,  and  they  have  been  blessed  with  four 
children,  as  follows— Sharlie  M.,  horn  May 
14,  18Y5;  Helen  M.,  born  November  13, 
1879;  Ruth  M,,  born  January  29,  1886;  and 
Louisa  M.,  born  September  4,  1887.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Soulg  are  active  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

PETER  ELOFSON  is  one  of  the  old  set- 
tlers of  Swede  Grove  township.  He 
was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  27th  of  March, 
1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Elofson  and  Bertha. 
derson.  In  1857,  in  company  with  iTlF 
mother  and  brother  —  H  els  and  Andrew  — 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  they 
settled  in  Swede  Grove   township,  this 


county.    In  18G2  they  were  driven  away  by 
the  Indians  and  went  to  Forest  City,  and 
later  to  Anoka,  and  he  ren:iuned  with  thom 
until  the  following  spring,  when  he  began, 
working  out  at  different  lines  of  business- 
Three  years  later  ho  returned  to  SWede 
Grove  township  and  took  a  homestead  om 
section  30,  remaining  there  until  1878,  when 
he  sold  out  and  bought  forty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 20,  on  which  there  was  a  small  house- 
lie  lived  there  for  two  yeai-s,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  built  on  land  which  had  been  in- 
cluded in  his  mother's  homestead.   He  also 
purchased  more  land,  and  now  litis  a  farm  of 
160  acres,  a  good  share  of  which  is  under 
cultivation.   He  has  considerable  stock  and 
is  in  comfortable  circumstances. 

Mr.  Elofson  was  married  on  the  5th  of 
February,  1870,  to  ]\liss  Emma  Nelson^  a 
daughter  of  Nils  and  Ingra  Pehrson.  They 
have  had  the  Mowing  children— Betsy,, 
born  December  12,  1870;  Anna,  born  iMay 
18,  1872;  Henry,  born  January  15,1874;. 
Edward,  born  August  19, 1875 ;  arnHVilliam, 
born  July  12,  1878.  Mr.  Elorson  is  a  repub- 
lican in  political  matters  and  takes  an  active- 
interest  in  all  matters  affecting  his  township- 
He  has  been  road  overseer  for  the  past  five 
or  six  years,  and  has  been  school  treasurer 
for  six  yeai-s. 

JOHN  HALLGREN..  a  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  residing  on  section  17,  Greenleaf 
township,is  one  of  those  hosjntable  and  open- 
hearted  farmei-s  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet 
and  who  reflect  credit  on  the  community  in 
which  they  live.  He  is  a  native  of  Gothland,. 
Sweden,  and  was  born  on  tlie  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1839.  He  left  his  native  land  in-lS6T 
for  the  United  States,  and  settled  in  I^fichi- 
gan.  While  tlicrc  he  was  married  on  the  (itljj 
of  November,  1873,  to  i[ary  S.Swaiison^aiHl 
their  union  has  been  blessed  witii  three  cliil- 
dren,  as  follo-\vs— John  A.,  born  December 
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C;  1874;  Emma  C,  bom  August  11,  18Y7 ; 
nml  John  E.,  born  Miiy  10,  lS8i.  All  of 
these  are  living  except  John  A„-\vho  died  on 
the  2d  of  Eebi'uary,  1881,  and  was  buried  at 
Ishjieming,  Midi.  Mv.  Ilallgren  remained 
in  Michigan  until  1S85,  when  he  removed  to 
Minnesota  and  purchased  the  farm  in  Green- 
loaf  township  \vii»i'e  he  now  lives.  He  has 
a.  valuable  farm,  a  comfortable  homo  and  is 
hi  comfortable  circumstances  financially. 

While  in  ]\[icliigan  Mr.  Ilall^n-cn  follmved 
liis  profession  as  an  engineer  and  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  his  hearing,  or  at  least  to 
greatly  impair  it,  while  fixing  the  whistle  on 
his  engine,  it  being  one  of  the  largest  in  that 
•State.  The  ice  hiid  formed  about  the  pipe 
•and  ho  went  up  with  an  axe  to  knock  it  off. 
"Wjien  the  ice  dropped  it  struck  the  lever 
which  blew  off  the  whistle,  and  the  roar  was 
^so  ti-emendous  that  it  impaired  his  hearing 
•as  stated. 

 «-f^{^«-<+'— 

AY  F.  CASE,  the  popular  young  drtig- 
gist  of  the  village  of  Dassol,  is  a 
•native  of  Waupun,  Dodge  county,  Wis.,  born 
February  12,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  Koyal 
T.  and  Almira  (Fii'y)  Oaso.    He  came  to  this 
county  in  18T3,  with  his  jmrents,  who  settled 
•at  BonniwoU's  W\\\  where  tliey  made  their 
liome  until  their  deaths,  the  mother  in  18T9, 
tlie  father  in  18SG.  At  the  time  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  family,  Ray  came  to  Dassel 
•and  entered  the  drug  store  of  Charles  A. 
MorriSj^  the  pioneer  druggist,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  that  gentleman  sold  out  to 
Dr.  McCxdlom,  ivitli  whom  he  continued, 
•Jonas  llndberg,  the  successor  of  McCullom^ 
appreciating  the  merits  of  tlio  young  man, 
kept  him  in  his  cmjiloy,  and  Hay  was  still  in 
the  iwsition  of  confidential  clerk  when  Mr. 
llndberg  died.   After  that  event,  Mr.  Case 
and  Mrs.  Rudberg_ formed  a  co-partnership  to 
•carry  on  tlie  business,  Mr,  Case  purchasing  a 
Jjalf  interest  therein,  and  '^being  managing 


partner.  Close  attention  to  business  and  cont- 
mendable  economy  enabled  him,  on  the  re- 
marriage of  his  associate  in  trade,  in  1886,  to 
purchase  her  interest,  since  which  time  he 
has  carried  on  the  business  alone.  He  carries 
a  full  line  of  drugs,  paints,  oils,  wall  paper, 
fancy  goods,  tobaccos,  cigars,  etc.,  and  is 
doing  a.  handsome  business. 

Ea,y  F.  Case  and  Miss  Ella  G.  Stocking, 
pledged  their  mutual  faith  at  the  marria^ 
altar,  September  8,  1882.  The  lady  is  a 
•  native  of  McLeod  county,  Minn.,  and  a 
daughter  of  E.  W.  and  Jennie  Stocking,  of 
Hutchinson.  Mrs.  Case,  When  an  infant, 
was  an  inmate  of  the  stockade  at  Hutchin- 
son,  during  the  attack  upon  that  place  by  the 
Sioux  Indians  in  the  fall  of  1862. 

^^LIAS  jCARLSOI^,  an  enterprising  and 
respected  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  re- 
siding on  section  30,  Harvey  township,  is  th'e 
present  chairman  of  the  board  of  supervisore 
of  tlie  township.  He  has  taken  an  active 
part  and  interest  in  public  affairs  and  is  a 
leading  citizen  of  his  township.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Sweden  and  was  born  on  the  6th' of 
December,  1837.  His  parents  were  nntives  of 
the  same  country  and  his  father  was  a  farmer. 
Both  of  his  parents  died  in  the  land  of  their 
birth. 

The  early  life  of  Elias  Carlson  Was  spent 
in  his  native  land,  but  in  1857  he  came  to  the 
United  States  and  made  his  way  to  Minne- 
s(Jta,  settling  at  Taylor's  Falls,  Chisago 
county.  He  remained  there  until  August 
20,  186J-,  when  ho  came  to  Meeker  county, 
Minn.,  and  located  in  Harvey  township, 
where  he  has  since  lived,  lie  owns  a  valua- 
ble farm  of  800  acres  of  land,  a  good  share  of 
Avhich  is  under  cultivation.  He  devotes  his 
time  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising  and 
now  has  over  fifty  head  of  cattle  on  his 
place.   He  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
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farming  operations  and  owes  aU  his  present 
prosperity  to  his  own  efforts  and  industry,  as 
he  was  a  poor  man  when  he  came  liere,  as 
was  tlie  case  with  about  all  of  the  pioneers 
of  Meeker  county.  He  has  splendid  improve- 
ments on  the  place  and  fine  buildings. 

Mr.  Carlson  was  married  on  the  lith  of 
November,  1861,  to  Mary  G-.  Ahlstrom,  and 
they  have  been  the  parents  of  fourteen 
children,  one  of  whom,  Franlr,  is  married. 
Mrs.  Carlson  is  also  a  native  of  Sweden. 
Mr.  Carlson  has  spent  the  most  of  his  time 
at  farming,  although  he  learned  the  wagon- 
maker's  trade  and  followed  that  for  a  num- 
ber of  years. 

l^ARNSWORTH  R.  HILL,  one  of  Meeker 
county's  most  successful  farmers  and 
stock-raisers,  and  one  of  tlie  large  land  own- 
ers, is  a  resident  of  Forest  City  township,  his 
home  being  upon  section  33.  He  has  a  mag- 
nificent fai-m  of  Til  acres  of  fine  land,  em- 
bracing a  large  portion  of  sections  33  and 
34,  Forest  City,  and  section  4,  Darwin,  much 
of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Mr.  Hill  gi\:es  ahirge  share  of  his  attention 
to  the  raising  of  graded  Holstein  and  Dur- 
ham cattle  and  graded  Norman  horses.  His 
herd  numbers  now  some  150  head,  and  he  is 
extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
"  gilt-edge  "  butter,  which  he  ships  to  Min- 
neapolis for  sale. 

The  subject  of  this  personal  history  was 
born  in  Cumberland  county,  Me.,  February 
20, 1842,  and  is  the  son  of  Eeuben  and  Miriam 
0.  Hill.  He  was  reared  in  the  State  of  his 
birth,  and  there  received  the  elements  of  a 
most  excellent  common-school  education.  In 
his  earlier  days  he  followed  lumbering  and 
farming  in  the  "  Old  Pine  Tree  State,"  and  af- 
terwards commenced  lumbering  operations  in 
Minnesota.  He  was  also  engaged  in  the 
butchering  business  for  some  five  years,  all 
in  the  State  of  Minnesota.    In  the  fall  of 


1877  he  came  to  Meeker  county,  with  L.  D. 
Hill,  and  botli  settled  in  the  town  of  Litch- 
field, but  in  about  a  year  our  subject  removed, 
to  his  present  place  of  abode,  wliei'e  ho  has- 
since  lived. 

lie  was  united  in  marriage  March  25,. 
1872,  witli  Miss  Etta  Sanborn,  a  native  of 
Cumbei'land  count}',  Me.,  who  died  July  30, 
1881,  leaving  two  children — Emma  L.  and 
Charley  E.,  both  of  whom  are  at  iiome  with 
their  fatlier.  December  11,  1882,  Hill, 
contracted  a  second  matrimonial  alliance, 
with  Miss  Anna  L.  ^eifer,  a  native  of  Meeker' 
county,  Minn.,  who  is  the  motlicr  of  two- 
children —  Farnsworth  L.  antl  Winnie  M. 
Hill. 

Mr.  Hill  is  one  of  tlio  honored  and  re- 
spected citizens  of  tiie  township,  and  has 
served  the  people  in  the  responsible  position 
of  supervisor  for  some  time,  and  is  always- 
interested  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  countj'. 
Ho  is  a  republican  politically'. 

M  NDREW  LEE.  The  subject  of  this-, 
biographical  notice  is  a  respected 
farmer,  wlio  resides  on  section  15,  Greenleaf 
township,  where  he  has  a  valuable  farm,  a 
comfortable  .home,  and  b  ulding  improve- 
ments which  reflect  much  credit  upon  his-- 
enterprise  and  thrift. 

He  comes  of  the  3an\e  nationality  which 
has  made  so  many  sturdy  and  substantial 
citizens  of  Itlinnesota,  having  been  born  in 
Sweden  on  the  31st  of  August,  18-17.  His. 
parents-  were  natives  of  the  same  country, 
iiis  father  having  been  born  tliere  in  ISOt), 
and  died  in  the  land  of  his  birth  in  1802, 
while  his  mother  is  now  a  resident  of  Meeker 
co\mty.  Andrew  left  his  native  land  in  1872: 
for  America,  and  settled  in  Chautauqua 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  two  years  later,  in 
1874,  again  took  uj)  his  westward  march  and 
settled  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.   Three  years- 
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later,  in  187G,  lie  came  to  Meeker  county, 
Minn.,  and  piii'cliased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
in  Greenleaf  township,  where  he  lias  since 
lived.  Since  that  time  he  h,'i!3  purchased  an 
.additional  forty,  aiid  also  ten  in  Ellsworth, 
which  makes  his  present  farm  130  aci'es,  a 
.good  share  of  which  is  under  cultivation, 
lie  devotes  his  time  to  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  and  has  a  good  number  of  head 
•of  cattle  on  the  farm. 

In  1875  Mr.  Lee  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
-Anderson,  llcr  parents  were  natives  of 
.Sweden;  her  mother  died  there  when  she 
-was  only  seven  3' ears  old,  and  her  father  now 
.'lives  in  Meeker  count}'.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee 
have  been  the  parents  of  seven  children,  all 
•of  whom  are  living.  Their  names  are  as  fol- 
lows—Frank E.,  born  June  4,  1S77;  Ernest 
v.,  born  February  13,  1S79;  Alex.  T.,  born 
December  30,  1880;  lljalmar  E.,  born  Octo- 
ber 23,  1SS2;  llilma  V.,  born  May  27,  ISSi; 
•Carl  E.,  born  December  30,  1885,  and  Polly 
'O.,  born' June  20,  1887. 

,MLON.  CHARLES  E.  CUTIS,  one  of  the 
j[2=X  ])ioneers  of  ]\reoker  county,  who  has 
•always  been  prominently'  identiiied  with  its 
progress  and  development,  and  who  has  held 
some  of  the  most  exalted  oilicesin  the  gift 'of 
the  people  of  this  portion  of  the  State,  is  the 
•■subject  of  this  biographical  history.  He 
•came  to  Forest  City,  where  he  located,  in 
1S5C,  and  is  still  a  resident  upon  the  land 
where  he  first  settled,  on  section  22. 

Mr.  Putts  first  saw  tiie  light  at  Orwell,  Ad- 
'dison  county,  Vt.,  on  the  2d  of  August, 
1S35,  and  is  the  son  of  Lorain  and  Emeline 
•(Muri-ay)  Putts,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  the  "  Green  Mountain  State."  lie  received 
his  primai-y  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  his  native  State,  and  in  1853  spent  one  year 
-at  tlie  academy  at  Fort  Plain,  Montgom- 
«cry  county,  K  Y.,  after  which  ho  remained 


at  liome  until  1856,  when  he  came  West  and 
settled  in  Minnesota,  as  mentioned  above. 
He  found,  on  his  arrival  here,  a  beautiful  land, 
that  far  surpassed  anything  the  other  side  of 
the  Big  Woods,  and  determined  to  stay  and 
help  develop  the  country.  But  a  few  settlers 
Avere  iiere  at  the  time,  this  being  but  a 
short  time  before  an  almost  unknown  land. 
Brought  up  as  he  was  upon  the  rocky  soil 
of  New  England  he  Avas  more  than  pleased 
with  the  aspect  of  the  new  land,  for 
"Here  no  stony  groiind  provokes  the  wrath  of  the  farmer; 
Smoothly  the  plough-share  runs  through  the  soil  as  a 
keel  through  the  water." 

He  at  once  took  up  his  claim  and  settled 
down  to  the  hard  life  of  a  Western  pioneer 
upon  the  border.  For  a  Avhile  he  kept  bach- 
elor's hall,  but  April  17,  1859,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Betsey  Larson,  a  native 
of  Sweden,  who  had  come  to  the  United 
States  the  previous  year.  He  has  always 
followed  farming,  except  in  1859,  when  he 
held  the  office  of  county  treasurer.  In  1871, 
Mr.  Putts  Avas  elected  State  Senator  from 
this  district  and  represented  the  people  of 
Meeker  county  in  the  Senate  chamber  through 
the  sessions  of  the  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth  and 
Sixteenth  General  Assemblies. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Putts  ai-e  the  parents  of  the 
following  children— Alice,  Mrs.  J.W.Wright 
of  Litchfield;  Rollin  E.,  a  student  at  the  State 
University;  Willie  E.,  Puster  and  Garfield. 
In  politics  our  subject  is  an  unswerving  re- 
publican, and  is  quite  active  in  all  local 
campaigns.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

lg)UDOLPH  SCH  WARZ.  the  village 
JiiiV  Ijlacksmith  of  Manannah",  came  to 
Meeker  county  on  1883,  and  commenced  his 
Avork  on  the  spot  Avhere  he  noAv  has  his 
smithy.  He  is  a  natiA'e  of  "Mecklenburg, 
Germany,  born  on  the  lith  of  September, 
1853.   At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  became  ap- 
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prenticed  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade,  and 
served  some  three  years,  and  then  pursued 
that  calling  as  journeyman,  beneath  his 
native  skies  until  1882,  when,  with  the  com- 
mendable ambition  to  better  his  fortune,  he 
emigrated  to  America.  For  a  shoi't  time  he 
remained  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  after  his  ar- 
rival in  this  country,  and  afterward  removed 
to  Duluth.  In  1883  he  came  to  Manannali, 
as  above  mentioned. 

Mr.  Schwarz  was  married  September  21, 
1886,  to  Miss  Addie  Shepherd,  a  native  of 
Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Adaline  ^Hartman)  Shepherd. 
Mr.  Schwarz  is  the  son  of  Oin'istian  S.  Schwarz 
and  wife,  who  still  live  in  tiieir  native 
land,  Mecklenburg,  Germany. 

WILLIAM  HAMILTON,  an  ex-Union 
soldier,  and  one  of  tlie  most  intelli- 
gent and  prominent  citizens  in  the  northern 
part  of  Meeker  county,  is  a  resident  of  section 
36,  Forest  Prairie  township,  where  he  has 
lived  since  about  the  year  1870. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  born  in  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  on  the  17th  of  March,  ]833,  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Belle  Hamilton.  The 
mother  died  in  Ireland,  Avhen  "William  was 
six  years  of  age,  and  in  1811,  the  father 
brought  the  family  to  America,  and  settled 
in  Bellview,  Eden  county,  Mich.,  where  he 
lived  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1880.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  the  father  was  about 
eighty  years  of  age.  He  was  an  educated 
man  and  a  school  teacher  for  many  years; 
clerk  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which 
he  was  an  exemplary  member,  and  otherwise 
was  prominent  in  the  locality  in  which  he 
lived. 

William  IlamiltoUj  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  began  life  for  himself  Avlien  about 
twenty  years  old.  lie  came  to  Minnesota  in 
1858,  and  remained  at  St.  Paul  and  Minne- 


apolis until  18Gl,when,  on  tlie  20111  of  August, 
he  enlisted  in  the  Second  Minnesota  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  went  into  service,  his  regi- 
ment being  assigned  to  the  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps.  He  saw  vei"y  active  service,  partici- 
pating in  the  battles  of  Chickaniauga, 
Hoover's  Gap,  Mill  Spring,  Berryville, 
besides  many  skirmishes.  In  one  of  these 
battles  he  lost  the  use  of  his  left  arm.  He 
finally  was  lionorabl3'' discharged  at  St.  Paul, 
in  August,  18G4r,  and  returned  to  Michigan. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  mari-ied  at  St.  Anthony, 
now  East  Minneapolis,  in  September,  1804:, 
to  Miss  Martha  J.  Dayton,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania. They  have  five  living  children — 
Thomas  C,  Minna  B.,  Earl,  Katie  and  Olive 
G.  Minna  B.  is  now  married  to  A.  J.  Lynn, 
a  resident  of  Kingston  township. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  re- 
publican, and  in  religious  matters  the  family 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

T^lANIEL  N.  DANIELSON,.  a  i^rominent 
iBv  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  residing  on 
section  1,  Banielson  township,  is  a  son  of 
Nils  Dunielson,  the  earliest  settler  in  the 
township,  and  after  whom  it  was  named. 
Daniel  N.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Norway  on  the  15th  of  August, 
1853.  In  1855  his  parents  brought  him  to 
the  United  States,  and  the}^  settled  on  liock 
Prairie,  Wis.,  and  after  remaining  there  for 
two  yeai's  they  came  to  ^Meeker  county, 
Minn.,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  Gov- 
ernment land  on  section  25  in  Acton  town- 
ship. In  1803,  tiie  father.  Nils  Daniclson, 
took  a  homestead  on  section  2,  Daniclson 
township,  and  moved  his  family  upon  it,  thus 
becoming  the  first  settler  within  the  limits 
of  that  township,  and  it  afterward  was 
named  in  honor  of  the  family.  The  father 
lived  there  until  the  time  of  his  death,  July 
10,  1870,  and  his  widow  still  lives  on  the  old 
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homestead  witJi  lier  son,  A.  K  Danielson. 
Tliere  are  six  of  tlie  children  still  living,  as 
follows— A.  K,  Daniel  N.,  Hans,  Henry, 
Helen,  wife  of  Hon.  Even  Evenson,  and 
Mary,  wife  of  Ole  I^elson  of  Danielson. 

Daniel  N.  Danielson.  the  subject  of  this 
biograpiiy,  came  to  the  United  States  with 
liis  parents,  and  lived  under  tlie  ]mrental  roof 
until  1878,  Avhen  lie  erected  a  liouse  on  a 
farm  whicii  he  had  become  possessed  of  on 
section  1,  Danielson  township.  For  some 
time  he  kept  bachelor's  hall  and  worked 
his  farm,  and  was  then,  for  two  years, 
employed  at  car  repairing  at  Fergus  Falls, 
Earnesville  and  Glyndon.  On  the  17th  of 
June,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Betsy 
Hartz,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
one  child,  named  Nils  Oskar.  born  March  30, 
1888.  Mrs.  Danielson  was  born  February 
6,  18G9,  and  is  a  daugliter  of  Ole  and 
Johanna  Hartx,  who  are  now  residents  of 
Acton. 

WELL-  KNOWN  old  settler  in  the 
.iP^L  soutliern  part  of  Meeker  county,  is 
J.  M.  Pitman,  a  resident  of  section  14,  Cedar 
Mills  township. 

Mr.  Pitman  is  a  native  of  Belknap  county, 
K  H.,  born  on  the  2Gth  of  May,  1819,  and 
is  a  son  of  Ebenezer  Pitman.  He  i-eceived  a 
thorough  education  in  his  younger  days,  both 
preparatory  and  'collegiate,  and  ^vas  grad- 
uated from  Dartmouth  College,an  educational 
institution  of  high  rank,  in  18il.  He  began 
teaching  while  still  a  boy,  and  remained  in 
his  native  State  until  1853,  when  he  came 
"West  and  located  in  Wisconsin.  He  first 
taught  school  in  that  State,  on  Sand  Prairie, 
near  Beloit,  and  the  following  spring  went 
to  Menomonio,  where  he  remained,  following 
his  profession,  for  six  years,  the  greater 
portion  of  the  time,  being  a  teacher  in  a 
private  school  at  that  place.  In  1860  he 
came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  took 


a  pre-emption  claim  of  172  acres  on  section 
2,  Cedar  Mills  township.  During  that  year 
he  put  in  a  crop  covering  an  acre  or  so  of 
land,  and  erected  a  log  house  on  his  claim. 
He  remained  steadily  upon  the  land  until  the 
time  of  the  Indian  outbreak  when  he,  as  did 
all  the  rest,  left  for  safety.  He  helped  to 
fortify  "the  Point"  in  Cedar  Lake,  when 
the  settlers  gathered  there.  Later  he  went 
to  Hutchinson,  and  when  the  "Hutchinson 
Guards"  Avas  organized  at  that  place  he 
joined  them,  and  took  charge  of  the  commis- 
sary department.  After  the  out  break,  Mr. 
Pitman  occupied  his  time  with  teaching  in. 
the  winter  and  farming  in  the  summer,  until 
about  1870,  after  which  he  devoted  his  at- 
tention entirely  to  the  farm  until  1887, 
when  he  sold  out  and  has  since  retired 
from  participation  in  tlie  cares  of  business. 
During  the  early  days  of  this  country  Mr. 
Pitman  preached  occasionally  to  the  people 
on  Sunday,  and  on  the  22d  of  September, 
18G7,  assisted  in  organizing  a  Baptist  Church 
in  Greenleaf,  one  of  the  early  religious  organ- 
izations effected  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county.  He  has  ah\ays  taken  an  interest  in 
all  mattei-s  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the 
townshij).  When  the  organization  of  the 
township  was  effected  in  1870,  he  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  supervisors,  and  retained  the 
oflice  for  five  successive  years,  and  he  was 
again  elected  to  the  same  position  in  1885. 

O.  LINDGREN,  one  of  the  active,  en- 
"^^^  terprising  business  men  of  the  village 
of  Dassel,  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Thonip^ 
son  &  Lindgren,  general  merchants.  He^ 
was  born  in  Sweden,  July  13,  1857,  and  is 
the  son  of  Olaf  and  Anna  Lindgren,  natives 
of  the  same  kingdom.  He  came  to  this 
country  in  1879,  and  came  to  Meeker  county 
direct,  and  during  the  summer  of  that  year 
worked  on  a  farm  near  Litchfield.  In 
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November  he  removed  to  the  villan;e  of  Das- 
sel,  and  attended  school  until  spring,  when 
he  entered  the  store  of  August  Sallberg,  as 
■  clerk,  with  Avhom  he  remained  some  two 
yeai-s.  He,  at  the  expiration  of  his  engage- 
ment, went  to  Minneapolis  and  engaged  in 
business  for  a  time.  In  the  summer  of  1SS3 
he  returned  to  Dassel  and  formed  a  partner- 
siiip  Avith  John  Thompson,  and  the  following 
September  opened  a  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise in  a  building  that  they  had  erected. 
They  have  continued  in  that  line  of  trade  ever 
since,  and  are  now  doing  a  large  and  increas- 
ing trade,  their  fair  dealing  and  upriglitness 
in  all  business  matters  winning  them  hosts  of 
friends. 

Mr.  Lindgren  has  taken  great  interest  in 
all  local  politics,  and  was  elected  one  of  the 
village  trustees  in  1884.  In  1885  he  ■^vas 
chosen  to  fill  the  iiosition  of  I'ecorder,  and 
has  been  re-elected  his  OAvn  successor  ever 
since,  and  now  fills  that  office.  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fi-aternitj'-,  having 
been  made  a  Mason  by  Oakato  Lodge,  No. 
134,  in  1884. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Lindgren  and  Miss 
Mary  Peterson  took  place  in  August,  1885. 

i^^EORGE  S.  BELKNAP  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  Swede 
Grove  township.  lie  is  a  son  of  Ste]-)hen  and 
Elizabeth  Belknap,  and  was  born  on  the  28tli 
of  March,  1828,  in  the  village  of  Bloom ing- 
burgh,  N.  Y.,  eighty-four  miles  from  New 
York  city.  Mr.  Belknap  traces  his  ancestry 
back  through  some  of  the  most  notable  fam- 
ilies in  American  history.  He  is  a  grandson 
of  Lieut.  William  Belknap,  Avho  entered  the 
service  of  his  country  in  Col.  Henry  Bcckman 
Livingston's  Fourth  I'egiment,  and  continued 
in  the  service  until  the  conclusion  of  the  war. 
He  was  an  original  member  of  the  New  York 
State  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  formed  by 
the  officers  of  the  American  army  of  the  I'cv- 


olution  at  the  cantonment  on  the  banks  of 
the  Hudson  river  in  May,  1783.  Gen.  George 
Washington  was  elected  ])resident-general  of 
the  society,  and  held  that  honor  until  the  day 
of  liis  death.  The  oificers  of  the  American 
army  having  generally  been  taken  from  the 
citizens  of  America  possessing  high  venera- 
tion for  the  character  of  that  illustrious 
Roman,  Lucius  Quintius  Cincinnatus,  who 
was  found  following  the  plough  when  the 
statesmen  of  his  country  soiight  him  as  the 
onl}'-  one  capable  of  leading  their  armies  to 
victor3'-,  and  clothed  him  with  absolute 
power,  and  Avho,  having  achieved  the  salva- 
tion of  his  country,  hud  aside  that  power  and 
gladly  returned  to  his  plough  and  the  ob- 
scurity of  domestic  life,  the}"-  thought  they 
could  with  propriety  denominate  tliemselves 
the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 

The  original  design  or  idea  seems  to  have 
been  of  an  institution  bearing  resemblance  to 
a  military  order.  The  subject  of  lliis  .sketch 
was  elected  a  member  of  this  organization 
July  4,  18G1. 

George  S.  Belknap  received  an  academical 
education,  then  went  to  New  York  City  and 
learned  the  tailor's  trade,  at  which  he  be- 
came an  expert,  and  -was  pi-omoted  to  the  po- 
sition of  di-aughtsman,  at  a  salary  of  $2,500 
per  year.  Duri  ng  the  war  he  was  inspector  of 
army  supplies  and  equipage  in  the  fjuarter- 
master's  department,  under  Deputy  Quai'ter- 
m  aster-General,  Colonel  Yin  ton  ^  which  posi- 
tion he  held  until  the  close  of  ho-stilities,  and 
then  reengaging  in  his  former  business  with 
his  old-time  employer.  In  1877.1)0  came  to 
Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  settled  upon  the 
farm  where  ho  now  resides,  on  section  0, 
Swede  Grove  townshi]),  having  previously 
taken  the  farm  on  a  moilgiigc.  A  short  time 
later  he  rented  the  farm  and  stock  for  a  term 
of  five  years,  and  returned  to  New  York, 
but  a  short  time  later  was  obliged  to  return, 
as  his  tenant  proved  a  very  poor  nuinager. 
Mr.  IBclkna])  was  married,  on  the  23d  of 
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Fe'bruary,  1851,  to  Ellen  Oraft,  by  whom  he 
liad  five  children,  as  follows — Mary  Alice, 
born  July  21, 1853  ;  Lytlyi  S.,  born  March  18, 
1861  (died  in  1884) ;  Cora  Ellen,  born  Sep- 
tember 9,  1863;  Jessie,  born  February  15, 
186G,  and  Ida  Elizabeth,  born  June  25, 1858. 
Ida  E.  inarried  Alexander  T.  Caracoioli,  a 
salesman  in  a  wholesale  music  store  in  New' 
York  City ;  Cora  E.  married  Ilorton  Parsons, 
born  in  this  State,  who  has  charge  of  a  rail- 
road station  in  Dakota;  and  Jessie  married 
Lewis  ITandlin,  railroad  station  agent  at 
Ilancoclc,  Minn.  They  have  all  been  school 
teachers.  Mr.  Belknap'?  second  marriage 
occurred  on  the  16th  of  August,  1874,  when 
he  wedded  Sarah  J.  Mead,  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Eleanor  Mead.  Her  lirst  hus- 
band, Martin  A.  Mosiei;.  was  killed  in  the  re- 
bellion ;  lier  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812.  Her  motlior  is  still  alive,  a  resident 
of  New  York  State.  ]\[r.  Belknap's  pco)ilo 
are  all  deiul  except  one  brother,  wlio  is  a 
bookkeeper  in  Ne^vbeI■g,  N.  Y.  Mr  Belknap 
is  one  of  the  best  posted  and  educated  men 
in  the  county.  In  political  matters  he  is  a 
republican. 

•   

i^OL.  JACOB  M.  HOWARD,  owner  of 
^^5'  the  Howard  House,  and  other  prop- 
erty in  the  village  of  Litchfield,  including 
his  beautiful  residence,  Lake  Side,  on  t,he 
sliores  of  the  lovely  Lake  Ripley,  received  his 
military  title  for  services  rendered  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  late  "war.  He  came 
to  Meeker  county  in  1867,  and  purchased  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  Greenleaf,  where  he 
remained  until  1872,  when  ho  removed  to 
Litchfield  and  erected  the  first  independent 
elevator  on  tlie  line  of  this  railroad.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  dual  occupation  of  bu^'ing 
and  shipping  grain  and  carrying  on  liis  farm 
until  1879,  Avhcn  he  sold  the  latter.  In  1880, 
he  erected  the  Howard  House  at  an  outlay 


of  some  $19,000,  Avliich  he  has  always  leased. 
In  1886  he  purchased  forty  five  acres  of  land 
on  the  banks  of  Lake  Riple}'  and  erected  his 
.family  mansion,'  one  of  the  most  beautiful  iri 
this  section  of  the  State.  In  1887  he  retired 
from  the  grain  trade,  and  contents  himself 
with  looking  after  his  other  interests  and 
atfairs. 

Colonel  Howard  is  a  native  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  born  July  16,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of 
Hon.  Jacob  M.  and  Catherine  (Shaw)  How- 
ard. The  father  of  our  subject  Avas  a  lawyer 
by  profession,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  had 
settled  in  Detroit  in  1836,  and  for  twelve 
years  was  one  of  the  United  States  Senators 
from  Michigan.  Mrs.  Catherine  Howard, 
the  mother  of  the  Colonel,  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts. 

The  subject  of  this  personal  history  re- 
ceived his  primary  education  in  tlio  schools 
of  his  native  city,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
entered  Union  College,  at  Schenectady,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  passed  some  three  years.  In 
the  spring  of  1862  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  F,  Twenty-fourth  Michigan  In-  • 
fantry,  but  for  gallant  and  meritorious  con- 
duct was  rapidly  promoted  from  rank  to 
rank,  until  he  became  the  assistant  Adjutant 
Genei-al  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Ai-my  Corps,  then  under  command  of 
Major-General  ilartsuff,  with  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel.  In  this  position  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  al  ter  which 
he  went  into  the  wholesale  grocer}'  business 
in  Chicago,  but  two  years  later,  his  healtli 
failing,  he  gave  up  that  line  of  trade  and 
came  to  Meeker  county,  as  above  stated. 

The  Colonel,  who  is  active  and  enterpris- 
ing, is  always  foremost  in  any  movement  that 
is  likely  to  accrue  to  the  benefit  of  tlie  com- 
munity. He  was  one  of  the  principal  organ- 
izers of  the  Woolen  Mill  Company,  and  was 
the  first  president  of  the  board  of  directors. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Creamery  Associa- 
tion, and  vice-president  of  the  company.  He 
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was  elected  mayor  of  the  city  of  Litchlield 
in  1885,  and  served  one  term,  but  has  but 
little  political  aspiration.  The  Colonel  is  an 
influential  member  of  Frank  Daggett  Post, 
No.  35,  and  of  the  Litchfield  Dramatic  Asso- 
ciation, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  originat- 
ors. 

,  Col.  J.  M.  Howard  and  Miss  EmmaPen- 
noyer  were  united  in  marriage  in  October, 
1868.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Truman  Pen- 
noyer,  of  Meeker  county. 


np)AUL  M.  PAULSON,  a  resident  of  section 
32,  Acton  township,  was  one  of  the 
noble  "  Boj's  in  Blue,"  who  enlisted  from 
Meeker  county  during  the  civil  Avar.  Mr. 
Paulson  was  born  in  Norway  on  the  18th 
of  February,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Mathias 
and  Mary  Paulson,  both  natives  of  tlie  same 
country.  In  1857  they  removed  to  Canada, 
where  Paul  remained  until  the  spring  of  1 860, 
when  he  settled  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  There  he 
remained  at  work  until  fall,  when  he  was 
joined  by  his  parents,  and  they  all  came  to 
Acton  township.  Meeker  county,  and  the 
father  selected  a  homestead.  Paul  remained 
with  his  parents  most  of  the  time,  working  for 
different  farmers  during  the  summer  months, 
until  the  7th  of  June,  1862,  when  he  enhsted 
in  company  E,  Sixth  Minnesota  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  went  into  service.  He  remained 
with  his  company  until  June,  18C3,  when  he 
was  taken  sick  and  was  transferred  to  the 
invalid  corps.  He  was  finally  discharged  on 
the  7th  of  June,  1865,  and  returned  to  tiie 
home  of  his  parents. 

On  the  lith  of  September,  1865,  he  Avas 
married  to  Miss  Amelia  Petei'son,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  in  St.  Paul.  His  wife 
was  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  October  0, 1843, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sophia 
Peterson.   After  their  marriage  the  couple 


lived  with  Mr.  Paulson's  parents  until  the  fol- 
loAving  spring, when  Paul  moved  upon  a  home- 
stead Avhich  he  had  taken  on  section  32;  Ac- 
ton township,  Avhere  he  still  lives.  He  no\s 
owns  a  fraction  over  13J:  acres  of  land,  a  good 
share  of  which  is  undercultivation.  lilr  and 
Mrs.  Paulson  ■  have  had  nine  children,  as  fol- 
lows— Mar}--,  born  July  10,  1800;  ]\lailiias, 
born  August  11,  lS68,died  November  11,  1870j 
Matilda, born  February  12,1871;  Edward,  borii 
June  27,  1873  ;  Carrie,  born  October  9, 1875 ; 
Emma,  born  March  5, 1878 ;  Eda,  born  August 
10,  1880;  Leonora,  born  December  13,  1882; 
and  Arnold,  born  ]\[ay  22,  1885.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church,  of  Avhich  they  are  active  supj)orters. 
Mr.  Paulson  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
mattei's  affecting  the  Avelfare  of  his  town- 
ship and  is  one  of  its  leading  citizens.  In 
political  nuitters  he  supports  tlio  republican 
party. 


UGUST  JORDEN,  afarmor  who  at  pros- 
J^ilL  ont  resides  on  section  IS,  in  Green- 
leaf  townsiiip,  but  who  ex])ects  in  a  short 
time  to  remove  to  Cosmos,  is  a  native  of 
Sweden,  and  Avas  born  on  the  20tii  of  Juno, 
1801.  He  left  his  native  land  in  1880  for 
America,  and  upon  his  arrival  first  settled  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Avhere  ho  remained  for 
about  twoyears.and  ahalf.  At  tiie  expiration 
of  thjit  time  he  settled  at  Litchliekl,  in 
Meeker  colintj'^,  and  remained  tliore  until 
1883,  when  he  purchased  the  place  whoro 
he  noAV  resides,  on  section  18,  Greenleiif 
township. 

The  parents  of  Ih:  Jordon  Avere  also  na- 
tives of  Sweden.  Tliey  remained  in  tiie  land 
of  their  birth  until  1882,  when  they  came  to 
the  United  States,  and  now  live  with  August. 
August,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  a  single 
man.  In  religious  matters  he  attends  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  ro- 
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])iibliciui.  Iloisii  good  iiianager,  iiuliistri- 
oiis  !uul  J'nigul,  luul  is  getting  a  good  start  in 
Ills  farming  operations. 

—  

ITACOB  C.  INMAN,  residing  on  section 
0  29,  ^Manaiinnii  townsliip,  a  liigldy  re- 
.speotcd  and  tliril'ty  agriculturist,  is  a  native 
of  Butler  county,  Iowa,  and  was  born  on  the 
2()lli  of  February,  ISoS.  His  parents  were 
Americans,  and  tliey  were  among  the  first 
settlors  in  tlsat  county.  Their  names  were 
Joiin  and  Catiiarine  (Uilery)  In  man. 

Jacob  spent  liis  early  life  in  his  native 
count}"-,  and  in  June,  1809,  came  to  Meeker 
count}',  Jfinn.,  witli  his  parents  and  they  set- 
tled on  section  20,  Manannali  township. 
There  Jacob  remained  for  eight  years  and 
then  renu)V(Hl  to  section  29,  and  six  years 
later  he  settled  on  liis  ])i'esent  farm  in  the 
same  section,  lie  lias  eighty  acres  of  land 
and  ha.s  l)een  very  successful  in  his  farming 
o|)t>rati()ns,  also  carrying  on  stock-raising  to 
a  limited  extent. 

On  tiie  11th  of  November,  18S4,  Mr.  Inmy,n 
was  married  to  iMiss  Susan  Porter,  and  their 
iiiiirriago  has  boon  blessed  witii  two  children, 
the  names  of  whom  are  Elsie  and  Malinda. 
The  ciiildi'cn  are  both  living. 

Mr.  Inman's  mother  is  still  living  in 
]\[ceker  county,  as  is  also  the  mother  of  his 
wife. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Inman  afliliates 
with  the  democratic  part}'. 

CARLOSS  JEWETT,  one  of  the 
Vji[7  oldest  living  settlers  of  Meeker 
county,  and  one  of  its  most  historical  charac- 
ters, was  born  at  Wardsboro,  Yt.,  Juno  9, 
1827,  ajid  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Sylvia 
(llaradon)  Jewett.  His  father  was  born  on 
the  same  farm  May  1,  llQi,  and  died  in 


May,  1873;  the  mother,  whose  birth  took 
]ilace  at  Norton,  Mjiss.,  November  25, 1799, 
died  March  2,  1877.  The  paternal  grand 
father  of  our  subject,  Thomas  Jewett,  Avas  a 
sergeant  in  the  Continental  Army  under 
Wasliington,  and  the  maternal  grandfather 
followed  Gen.  Israel  Putnam  across  Charles- 
ton Neck  after  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and 
afterwards  helped  fortify  Dorchester  Heights, 
whicii  caused  the  evacuation  of  Boston.  The 
latter,  Isaac  II.  llaradon,  lost  his  father  at 
the  massacre  of  Fort  "William  Henry,  and 
married  Miss  Annie  Stone. 

The  parents  of  the  subject,  of  this  sketch 
moved  to  Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  in  early 
life,  and  Avere  married  there.  They  removed 
back  to  Vermont  after  the  birth  of  their 
second  child,  but  in  1829  emigrated  again  to 
Steuben  count}',  N.  Y.,  where  they  event- 
ually died.  Carloss  was  reared  and  educated 
in  tiie  district  schools  of  that  section,  and, 
being  of  a  studious  mind,  absorbed  much  in- 
formation, spending  his  evenings  in  matlie- 
matical  studies  at  the  family  iircsido.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  lie  commenced  teaching 
school,  but  the  next  three  years  attended  the 
academies  at  Addison  and  Genoa.  He  then 
wofked  at  civil  engineering  on  the  New 
»•  York  Central  railroad  until  18.51,  when  he 
went  to  the  Isthmus  and  ran  the  preliminary 
survey  for  the  Panama  Eailroatl,  spending 
one  year  there,  and  participated  in  the  cap- 
ture of  San  Loren  Castle.  Returning  to  his 
home,  he  was  engaged  in  various  railroad 
and  telegraph  works,  until  1850,  when  he  came 
to  Minnesota.  He  arrived  at  Forest  City 
June  20,1.850,  with  but  $10.19  in  his  pocket, 
and  Juno  27  took  a  claim  on  section  31, 
Forest  City  township.  He  was  appointed 
sheriir  in  the  summer  of  1857,  and  was  after- 
wards elected  to  the  same  office.  He  took  a 
part  in  the  Indian  ti-oubles  in  1SC2,  as 
detailed  elsewhere,  and  Avitli  his  wife  kept 
house  the  farthest  west  of  all  the  settlers. 
The  next  year  he  spent  on  the  "abandoned 
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lands"  of  Louisiana,  where  lie  raised  cotton. 
He  then  made  his  home  on  his  farm  until 
April,  1887,  when  he  moved  to  Litchfield, 
and  in  May,  1888,  took  a  tree-claim  on  land 
adjoining  the  village.  lie  has  held  the  office 
of  register  of  deeds  of  this  county  and 
various  town  offices. 

The  Colonel  was  married  November  10, 
1859,  to  Miss  Annie,  daughter  of  Pomeroy 
and  Ilarriet  (Buell)  Warren,  who  Avas  born 
in  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  May  13,  1833. 
She  has  recently  parted  from  her  husband 
through  the  machinations  of  her  friends,  as 
have  sis  out  of  eight  of  her  sisters.  They 
had  no  children,  but  have  raised  several 
orphans.  Among  these  is  Emma  Jewett, 
the  famous  equestrienne,  who  was  born  in 
Chautauqua  county,  October  3,  1860,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Charles  Peterson,  a  Scandi- 
navian, who  ^vas  killed  in  the  army.  After 
his  death  his  family  came  to  Minnesota,  and 
in  1870  the  Colonel  adopted  the  little  girl. 
She  learned  to  ride  on  the  farm  and  gave  her 
first  exhibition  in  public  at  Minneapolis,  in 
1880.    Slie  is  now  living  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

— — -»-f^{^*-<^  

®OCTOR  J.  H.  KAUFFMAN.  the  lead- 
ing representative  of  the  metlical  fra- 
ternity located  at  the  village  of  Dassel,  is  a 
native  of  NcAvburgh,  Cumberland  county, 
Pa.,  horn  October  29,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of 
Henry  and  Mary  QVilkins)  Kaulfman,  botli 
of  whom  are  also  natives  of  the  "  Old  Key- 
stone State."  The  father  of  our  subject  has 
been  fo!*  many  years  in  the  drug  business  at 
Newburgh,  and  is  still  carrying  on  that  busi- 
ness. The  Doctor  received  his  education  in 
his  native  town,  and,  as  he  grew  older,  was 
taken  into  the  store  by  his  father,  where 
he  grew  to  bo  a  proficient  clerk.  On  attain- 
ing his  majority  his  father  gave  him  a  co- 
partnerehip,  and  the  firm  name  was  changed 
to  Kauffman  &  Son.    In  the  fall  of  1881 


our  subject  matriculatod  iit  JoUVrson  ]\[i'(ii- 
cal  College,  at  Philiidelpliia,  and  I'cmaini'd 
there  throughout  the  terms  of  1881  and  ISS'i. 
lie  then  entered  tlie  New  York  University, 
fromAvhicIihe  was  graduated  in  ]\[arci:,  1884. 
Ileturning  to  Newbui-gh,  he  opened  an  ollico 
in  his  native  town,  in  connection  with  the 
drug  business,  an  interest  in  which  he  still 
retained,  but  in  1887  sold  out  there  with  tlie 
intention  of  i-emoving  to  Dakota,  but,  on  liis 
arrival  in  ]\[inneapolis  changed  his  mind  and 
came  to  Dassel,  and  commenced  practice  in 
Januaiy  of  that  j-^ear.  He  has  gained  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  of  the 
village  by  his  honorable  principles  and  excel- 
lent judgment,  and  the  surrouiuling  count  ly 
have  a  deep  regard  -  for  his  general  success, 
and  his  practice  has  already  assumed  good 
proportions  and  is  on  the  increase.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Jtlasonic  fraternity,  having 
been  made  a  Mason  in. . I  Jig  Spring  Lodge,  IS' o. 
3(i],  at  New vi lie,  Pa. 

•  ■'>• ^ 

fOHN  W.  BENTON.  Among  the  set- 
tlers of  18G7  may  be  classed  Mr.  Eenton, 
of  Jvingston  township,  Avhoinakoshis  liomc  on 
his  fine  farm  on  section  10,  where  he  cari'ios 
on  general  farming. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of 
Oswego  county,  N.  Y.,  born  August  15,  ISJUI, 
and  is  the  son  of  Jolin  W.  and  Weltliy 
('W'idt''ar')  Jjenton,  natives  of  tiic  Empire 
State  and  England,  respectively.  About  tlio 
year  183G,  the  father  of  our  subject  reinejved 
to  Pennsylvania,  where  .lohn  AV.,  Ji-.,  was 
brought  up.  His  mother  remained  in  Yoi'k 
State,  and  our  subject  never  saw  her  again, 
although  ho  iieard  of  her  as  being  alive  in 
the  fall  of  1887.  His  fatlicrdicd  of  consump- 
tion about  1810.  Ho  was  a  cai-pentor  i)y 
trade.  After  his  death,  our  subject  went  to 
live  witii  his  graudpai'ents,  with  whom  he 
remained  until  he  was  eigiit  years  old,  at 
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wliicli  cai'ly  ago  lie  may  be  said  to  have 
coinnionccd  the  battle  of  life  for  Idniself. 
11c  i)asse(l  his  time  for  the  next  nine  years 
in  working-  a,t  farm  work  and  in  going  to 
school,  after  which  for  several  smnmers  he 
was  employed  upon  the  Pennsylvania  Canal. 
Thinking  in  the  great  West  there  was  a 
better  show  for  him,  lie  came  in  this  dii'ec- 
tion,  and  locsiting  in  Wisconsin,  went  to 
work  for  a  man  by  the  name  of  Winchester, 
of  "Winnebago  county.  lie  made  his  home 
in  that  part  of  the  country  until  18G1,  part 
of  the  time  engaged  in  tiie  lumber  business, 
but  u])on  the  Sth  of  September,  of  that  year, 
lie  enlisted  as  sergeant  in  Company  C,  Four- 
teenth Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  passed  witli 
that  regiment,  through  the  "baptism  of 
firo,"  at  Sliiloh,  in  A])ri],  18G2.  lie  was  dis- 
cha.rgcd  8o])tcm!)cr  10,  1802,  on  account  of 
injiii'i(>s  I'cccivcd  in  tlic  liold,  but  February 
l.'i,  1805,  lie  ro-enlistod  in  the  Eiglitii  Wis- 
consin Infantry,  from  which  lie  was  tlLs- 
chargcd  September  5th,  following.  After 
being  mustered  out,  j\rr.  13enton,  settled  in 
Fond  (in  Lac  county,  in  tiio  Dadgor  State, 
where  he  remained  until  he  came  to  Jilecker 
county. 

The  subject  of  our  ])ersonal  narrative  was 
married  December  2."),  1801,  to  Miss  Julia 
Fi'iitt,  a  native  of  Cortland  county,  Y., 
and  da,nghter  of  Joshua  and  Ann  (Ilumsey) 
I'l'att.  ller  parents,  who  were  natives  of 
Connecticut  and  New  Yorlc,  I'cspectively, 
moved  from  Xew  York  when  ]\rrs.J3entoii 
w:is  but  live  years  of  age,  to  Illinois,  from 
there  to  Wi.scon.sin,  and  iinally  to  j\[innesota, 
where  the  father  died  in  18S3.  ller  motiier 
(lied  three  year.s  ])reviously  in  Wisconsin. 
]\[rs.  Hoiiton,  whose  birth  took  iilace  July  3, 
184+,  was  I'eared  and  educated  in  I'on  du 
■fl-ac  county.  Wis. 

liy  this  marriage,  Mr.  and  ]\[rs.  JJenton 
arc  the  parents  of  six  children — ^]\Ianan  IL  S.; 
Ida  ^May,  ilrs.  Joseph  Man  son,  residing  in 
Washington    Territory;   Ella  J.,  Avil'e  of 


George  Walter,  now  living  in  Mille  Lacs 
county,  this  State ;  Roy  E.,  Stella  E.,  and 
Wealthy  Aurelia.  Mr.  Benton  is  a  republi- 
can in  his  politics. 

AMES  W.  POLK,  an  old  settler  and 
respected  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion 18,  Forest  Prairie  township,  Avas 
born  in  Pullitt  county,  Ky.,  October  14, 
1800,  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Margaret 
(Brown)  Polk.  Ills  father  and  mother  were 
the  parents  of  a  large  family  of  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  school 
days  in  his  native  county,  receiving  a  good 
education,  and  at  one  time  began  the  study 
of  medicine.  In  1830  he  went  to  Louisville, 
Ky.,  and  there  learned  the  coopei-'s  trade, 
wiiicli  he  afterward  followed  for  about  forty 
years.  Fi'om  1811  until  181C  he  conducted 
his  shop  in  Chicago,  and  then  engaged  in 
the  dairy  business  near  the  same  city.  In 
1S57  he  came. to  Minnesota  and  located  in 
Jordan,  where  he  remained  about  two  years, 
and  then  went  to  Henderson,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  coopering  business,  and 
rennvined  until  October,  18GG,  when  he  came 
to  Meeker  county,  and  located  on  his  present 
place  in  Forest  Prairie  townshij).  He  has  a 
good-sized  farm,  and  devotes  his  attention 
chiefly  to  general  farming,  although  in  the 
past  he  has  given  considerable  attention  to 
stock  raising.  Mr.  Polk  is  a  democrat  in 
politics,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
the  township  in  which  he  lives,  lie  is  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  God,  in  which  he 
has  been  a  deacon  for  thirteen  years  or 
more. 

Mr.  Polk  was  Jinst  married  on  tlie  3d  of 
January,  1831,  to  ]\[iss  Eliza  Chastme.  She 
gave  birth  to  one  child,  Charles "AVesley,  and 
died  when  the  child  was  three  days  old. 
The  child  died  in  infancy. 

]\Ir.  Polk  was  again  married  in  183G,  at 
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Darwin,  III.,  to  Mary  Pari-,  who  died  in 
1838.  Two  children  blessed  this  union- 
Nancy  Caroline  and  James  E. 

In  1841  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Zillali  Brinton,  with  whom  he  lived  for  forty- 
two  years.  Slie  died  on  the  3d  of  July, 
1883,  and  was  buried  in  Forest  Prairie  town- 
ship. Iler  age  at  the  time  of  her  death  was 
seventj'-five  years. 

On  the  llth  of  November,  1884,  Mr.  Polk' 
was  married  to  ]Mrs.  Mary  0.  Irwin,  of 
Indiana,  his  present  wife.  By  her  former 
marriage  she  had  two  daugliters,  both  of 
■whom  married,  and  each  became  a  Mrs. 
PoAvlev, 

His  tiiird  wife,  Zillah,  had  one  son  that 
man-ied  Mr.  Polkjs  daughter,  Nancy  0.,  and 
they  had  six  children,  all  of  whom  lived  but 
one.  Tlieir  father  being  a  soldier,  their 
mother  as  well  as  themselves  Avore  left  to 
\lv.  Polk's  care ;  so  tiiat  in  his  later  yeai's 
he  raised  five  children. 

«-J€}S^-<*  

M ON.  JONATHAN  BURNETT  SALIS- 
BURY, f'e  present  county  surveyor, 
was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  1824, 
and  is  tlio  son  of  Dr.  Gideon  and  Plioebe 
(Burnett)  Salisbui-y.  His  father  died  when 
he  was  a  mere  infant,  and  he  was  brought  up 
under  a  mother's  care.  Wlien  ho  atos  about 
two  years  old  she  moved  to  New  Jersey,  but 
later  settled  at  Brooldyn,  N.  Y.  His  mother 
died  in  1850. 

Tlie  subject  of  our  sketch,  in  1845,  having 
studied  thoroughly  in  the  mathematical  line, 
and  mastering  tiio  profession  of  surveyor, 
Avent  to  Ohio,  whore,  the  following  spring, 
he  enlisted  in  tlio  First  Oliio  Ilegiment  of 
Volunteers,  and  served  his  one  year's  term  of 
service  in  the  ]\[cxican  war,  Avith  the  little 
column  under  Genei'al  Zachary  Taylor.  He 
was  discharged  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  spring 
of  1S4T,  but  returned  to  Mexico,  in  the  quar- 


termaster's department,  and  Avas  at  the  City 
of  Mexico  Avlien  the  Avar  closed.   He  re- 
turned to  Ohio,  Avhere  ho  made  his  resideiice 
until  the  spring  of  1850,  Avhen  he  removed  to 
Iowa,  Avhere  he  lived  for  six  years,  engaged 
in  public  surveys  in  various  parts  of  Iowa, 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota.   While  running 
toAvnsiiip  lines  thi'ougii  what  is  now  Meeker 
county,  in  tiie  summer  o£  1855,  ho  Avas  so 
nmch  pleased  Avith  the  country  that  he  stuck 
a  claim  stake,  on  sections  IS  and  10,  in  Avhat 
is  now  Kingston  township.'   At  that  timo 
there  ^vere  no  otlier  people,  except  those 
of  surveying  parties,  Avithin  tlie  limits  of  the 
county.   Ileturning  to  his  home  in  Scott 
county,  Iowa,  in  October,  of  that  year,  he 
tliero  passed  tlie  winter,  but  in  the  spring  of 
1850,  lie  started  for  his  noAV-found  Eden  with 
his  family,  which  consisted  of  his  Avife,  IMar- 
■giiret  L.  OVcymcr)  Salisbury,  and  one  child, 
Frank  L.   They  Avoro  accompanied  by  liis 
father-in-law,  j'ac(jl)  Wcymer,  Sr.,  his  wile 
and  tAvo  sons— Jacob  Jr.  and  Joseph.  IMr. 
Salisbury  luul  brought  all  his  goods  with  him, 
and  tho~trip  consumed  about  onoMUonlh. 
To  one  largo,  Avido  tracked  Avagoii  were 
iiitclied  four  yoke  of  oxen,  and  to  another 
Avagon  a  teaju  of  liorses  Avas  attached.  A 
gootl  share  of  the  time  Avas  sj  ;rt  in  getting 
through  the  "big  woods,"  tlierc  being  no 
other  I'oad  than  a  trail,  and  a  good  deal  of 
chopping  was  necessary.   This  trail  was  cut 
so  that  one  teaui  could  l)arcly  get  through, 
and  is  the  same  that  for  yeai's  was  known  as 
the  "Old  Ten-itorial  lioad."     The  i)arty, 
however,  finally  reached  the  claim,  and  their 
first  work  was  to  got  up  a  little  cabin,  the 
remains  of  wliioh  still  mark  the  spot.  This 
Avas  one  of  the  very  first  houses  erected  in 
the  county.   Here  they  settled  and  here  ho 
carried  on  farming  for  years.    At  llie  time 
of  the  Indian  outbivak,  ho  loft  the  farm  and 
Aveut  to  Kingston  which  he  helped  to  fortify. 
For  tAvo  weeks  the  family  occupied  a  house, 
and  then  all  the  I'ofugees  Avho  had  gathered 
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tliei'c  spoilt  tlioir  nights  in  the  grist  mill, 
Avliicli  was  being  used  as  a  fort.   Mr.  Salis- 
Inir^  remained  at  Kingston  for  about  one 
month,  wlion  his  family  returned  to  tlie  old 
homo  in  Iowa,  and  lie  enlisted   in  the 
"Srountcd  Eangers,"  or  First  ]\[innesotaOav- 
aliT,  and  served  through  the  Indian  troubles 
on  the  borders,  one  year.   lie  then  enlisted 
in  Hatch's  Independent  Battalion  of  Minne- 
sota Oavjili-y  for  tliree  yeai's  or  diirin"-  the 
war,  and  sorveil  on  the  frontier.  Iljion 
being  ho^iorably  discharged  in  the  spring  of 
ISGC),  he  again  returned  to  his  farm  and  cul- 
tivated it  until  June,  1875,  when  he  removed 
to  Litchfield,  where  he  has  since  lived.  In 
1SC8  he  -was  elected  to  represent  his  district 
in  the  Legislature,  and  made  a  creditable  rec- 
ord. In  1870  ho  was  elected  county  surveyor, 
and  has  either  held  that  olfico  or  been  de- 
puty most  oC  the  time  since.   Ilv.  Salisbury 


is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  tlio  Jiepublic  and  takes  an  active  interest 
ill  all  its  affairs.  Jlc  and  his  wife  have  a 
family  of  eigiit  children. 





^NDREW  _EVENSON,  an  enterprising 
JP>^£.  farmer  residing  on  section  7,  Greeii- 
Jeaf  township,  is  a  son  of  Hans  and  Christine 
Evenson,  and  a  native  of  Norway,  born  Octo- 
ber 30,  lSi7.    A  full  sketch  of  his  i)arents, 
who  were  prominent  old  settlers  of  Meolcer 
county,  Avill  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.   Andrew  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  ])arents  in  1857,  and  they  first  set- 
tled in  Scott  county,  Minn.,  and  remained 
there  and  in  Wright  county  for  three  years, 
i<nd  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  located  in 
Meoicer  county.   The  father  took  a  claim  on 
section  8,  in  what  is  now  Greenleaf  town- 
ship, where  Andrew  spent  his  youth,  in  the 
same  industrious  and  frugal  mannei-  common 
to  the  youth  of  his  nationalit3^   He  was 
with  the  family  through  all  the  horrors  of 


the  Indian  outbreak,  and  shared  the  dangers 
and  privations  of  those  terrible  times  with 
the  hardiest  of  men. 

In  1870  he  was  married  to  Matilda  ]3jor- 
JiuSia  daughter  of  OleK.  and  Mary  Bjorliur 
She  was  born  in  Norway,  September  23, 
1854,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1871. 
Five  children  have  blessed  their  union  — 
Hans  0.,  born  Marcii  22,  1877 ;  ]\rartha  0., 
born  August  G,  1878 ;  Frederick  E.,  born 
April  i,  1881 ;  Petra  Anette,  born  Novembel- 
25,  1883,  and  Olga  M.,  born  January  25, 
188G.   Mr.  Evenson  is  at  present  (1888)  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  township  supervisors, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Cooper- 
ative Elevator  Association.   lie-  lias  taken 
an  active  interest  in  all  public  matters,  and 
is  to-day  one  of  the  lejuling  citizens  of  his 
township.   lie  has  a  valuable  farm  where  he 
devotes  his  attention  to  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  in  which  ho  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful, as  ho  has  accumulated  a  comfortable 
property  through  his  own  industry  and  care- 
ful management.   In  his  younger  days  Mr. 
Evenson  had  but  slight  educational  advan- 
tages, only  having  the  privilege  of  attending 
school  t wen t,y-threo days.  'Ilis  natural  ability 
and  self-educational  efforts,  however,  have 
not  been  in  vain,  and  he  has  thoroughly 
mastered  the  English  language,  and  acquired 
a  varied  and  general  fund  of  useful  knowl- 


edge. 


fAMES  P.  DAVIS,  an  enterprising  and 
jirosperous  agriculturist  of  Dassel  town- 
ship, is  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Mary  (Pat- 
.torson)  Davis,  and  was  born  in  Wayne  countv, 
Ohio,  March  14,  18;5G.  Ilis  parents  were 
very  early  settlers  in  that  portion  of  the 
"Buckeye"  State,  but  removed  to  ]\feigs 
county  in  1841,  also  then  a  new  county, 
and  made  their  home  there  until  1855,  when 
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they  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled  at  the 
village  of  Caledonia,  Houston  county,  where 
the  father  carried  on  his  trade  and  bought 
government  land.  He  remained  there  until 
1859,  wlien  during  the  excitement  about 
Pike's  Peak,  he  started  for  that  country,  but 
soon  changed  his  mind  and  settled  in  Jo 
Daviess  count}'',  III.,  where  he  died  in  18T1. 
The  mother  died  in  Ida  county,  Iowa,  in  1882. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  and  followed  various  employments  until 
his  marriage,  April  10,  1859,  with  Miss 
Racliel  Eussell,  a  natiA'e  of  Indiana.  After 
his  marriage  he  remained  in  Houston  county 
until  the  fall  of  ISGO,  when,  in  company  with 
Isaac  Russell,  Sr.,  and  John  RusseU,  he  came 
to  Meeker  count}'^,  and  followed  hunting  and 
exploring  tlie  county  through  that  ■ivintcr, 
and  in  the  following  autumn  went  to  Illinois 
with  the  intention  of  enlisting  in  the  United 
States  army,  but  was  rejected,  and  having 
disposed  of  his  property  in  this  State,  re- 
mained in  the  "  Sucker  State  "  until  ISCO. 
He  then  came  to  Meeker  county  and  took  up 
a  claim  early  in  Jul}^  on  section  10,  of  Das- 
sel  township.  He  commenced  to  improve 
his  place,  working  at  the  same  time  on  the 
railroad.  Tlie  next  fall  he  ivorked  in  the 
Forest  City  grist  mill.  lie  did  not  neglect 
his  farm,  but  got  it  in  shape  for  next  year's 
crop.  In  ISOS  he  helped  clear  the  present 
site  of  tlie  village,  chopping  cord-wood,  etc., 
and  thus,  while  developing  his  farm,  provided 
for  the  wants  of  his  family  until  1ST2,  since 
which  time  he  has  devoted  the  most  of  his 
time  to  his  calling.  In  1870  ho  bought  a 
tliresliing  machine  in  companj'^  with  George 
Bro wer,  ivi  th  the  accompany  i ng  steam  ongi  n o, 
and  in  1879  became  the  sole  owner  of  the 
outfit,  and  carries  on  that  business  in  con- 
nection with  his  farm.  The  latter  consists  of 
160  acres  of  hind  on  section  10,  and  besides 
this  he  is  the  half  owner  of  100  acres  more  on 
section  16. 


Mi',  and  Mrs.  Davis  are  the  parents  of  ten 
children — Stephen  W.,  born  December  29, 
18o9>;  Eeuben  B.,  born  December  15,  ISGl ; 
Mary  J.,  born  January  17,  1804;  Wealth}' 
M.,  born  May  24,  18GG ;  William  E.,  born 
October  25,  ISGS;  Isaac  A.,  born  December 
23,  1870,  died  April  5,  1880  ;  James  II.,  born 
June  11,  1873 ;  Emma  B.,  bom  .'March  0, 
1876 ;  Annie  Z.,  born  November  2, 1S7S,  and 
John  E.,  born  January  8,  1882.  Stei)lien  is 
married  and  lives  in  Dakota ;  lleuljen,  also 
married,  makes  his  home  on  section  IG,  this 
town ;  Mary  J.  (Mrs.  C.  G.  Waller)  lives  at 
Kingston,  and  Wealthy  (Mrs.  W.  il.  Jh-aii- 
ham),  resides  in  Litchfield. 

HARLES  SHEPHERD,  an  cx-Union  .s<jl- 
dier,  and  one  of  the  most  intelligent, 
prominent  and  siicccssful  farmers  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county,  was  born  in 
Belgium,  in  the  year  182(!.  His  parents 
were  John  and  Oathurino  (ShoivjUo)  Sln']> 
herd,  the  father  being  a  native  of  England 
and  the  mother  a  native  of  Belgium.  AVlieii 
Charles  was  eight  or  ten  years  of  age  the 
family  removed  from  Belgium  to  England, 
and  six  j'ears  later  they  came  to  the 
United  States  and  located  in  ^Massachusetts, 
where  the  parents  died.  Charles  remained 
in  Massachusetts  until  he  had  arrived  at 
about  the  ago  of  twentj'-one,  when  he  went 
to  Rhode  Island,  but  nine  or  ten  months 
later  he  returned  to  Ballardvale,  [Mass. 
Two  years  later  he  started  ^Vcst,  and  for 
ten  years  lived  in  Wisconsin.  While  there, 
on  the  27tli  of  February,  18(15,  lie  eidistcd 
in  Company  A,  Fifty-hrst  Wisconsin  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
service.  Ho  remained  with  his  regiment 
until  the  2'2d  of  August,  1805,  when  he  wa.s 
honorably  discharged  and  returned  to  Wis- 
consin. In  1800  he  came  to  Meeker  county, 
Minn.,  and  locateil  on  a  farm  on  section  20, 
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]\rananiiali  townsbip.  lie  now  has  a  valu- 
able farm  of  220  acres  of  land  and  is  in  com- 
fortable circunistances. 

I^Fr.  Slie|)licrd  was  fii'st  married,  wlieii  a 
young  man,  to  Julia  Iliggins,  who  died.  By 
tbis  marriage  be  bad'three  cliildrcn. 

On  tbe  litli  of  August,  1S5Y,  be  was  mar- 
ried to  ]\[iss  Adaline  irarbn|an,  avIio  was 
born  in  Germany  April  2,  1S57.  Tliis  mar- 
riMgc  bas  been  blessed  with  twelve  children. 



M^LEXANDER  L.  GORDON,  an  intelli- 
JpNjL  gent  and  industrious  fanner  living 
npon  section  JO,  Coilinwood  township,  is  a 
native  of  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.,  born 
August  1,  1S50,  and  is  the  son  of  "Will- 
iam and  .Taiie  (Ferguson)  Gordon,  who  had 
come  to  Amorica  from  the  land  of  their  birth, 
ycotiand,  some  time  previous.  Tbe  family 
I'omoved  in  the  boyhood  of  our  subject  to 
Por.d  du  Lac  county,  A\''is.,  M-liere  he  re- 
mained until  eigiitccn  years  of  age.  At 
that  time  he  commenced  life  for  himself  as 
brakcmiuion  the  railroad,  wlvicli  he  followed 
for  two  years.  The  following  summer  he 
was  in  the  em])loy  of  tbe  Government,  driv- 
ing team,  on  tbe  lino  between  the  United 
States  and  IManitoba.  From  that  time  on, 
foi-  several  ycare,  he  Avas  engaged  in  several 
occupations,  all  of  them,  however,  attended 
by  hard  labor,  sometimes  in  the  ]iinerics,  and 
sometimes  in  the  harvest  field,  until  bis 
marriage. 

Tbis  happy  event  took  i)lace  March  21, 
ISTK,  at  whicb  time  he  wedded  ]\[iss  Jtlartha 
Polong,  tlic  daughter  of  liladison  and  Eliza- 
Ijctb  (Lunsford')  l)clong,  a  sketch  of  whom 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  Ai.iium.  ]\rrs.  Gor- 
don was  born  in  Lawrence  county,  Ohio, 
iRrarcli  10,  1858,  and  came  to  Meeker  county 
M-ith  her  parents  in  ISGO. 

At  tbe  time  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Gprdon 
settled  down  to  farm  life  on  section  10,  where 


he  now  lives  and  where  he  has  some  sixty 
acres  of  land  mostly  under  cultivation,  lie 
has  held  several  of  the  town  offices,  chief 
among  which  is  that  of  chairman  of  tlie 
board  of  supervisors,  which  he  occu])ieil  for 
seven  years,  lie  is  the  parent  of  four  cliil- 
di-en — Elizabeth  Jane,  born  April  2,  1879 ; . 
William,  born  December  15,  1880;  Elma, 
born  March  11,  18S3 ;  and  Grace,  born  Jan- 
uary 1,  ISSG. 

LI  BORING,  an.  ex-Union  soldier,  is  a 
farmer  who  resides  on  section  10,  For- 
est Praii'ie  township.  He  is  a  native  of  Clin- 
ton county,  Ohio,  born  May  22,  1830,  and  is 
a  son  of  Absalom  and  Isabelle  (Williams) 
]>oring.  His  father  and  mother  were  natives 
of  Baltimore  county,  Md.,  and  Harrison 
county,  Va.,  respectively.  They  are  both 
dead.  The  father  died  in  Indiana,  at  the 
ago  of  eigbt3'-one  years,  April  28,  1888.  He 
wiis  a  farmer;  had  settled  in  Indiana  inl83G, 
and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  State. 
Tbe  mother  was  born  in  1809  and  died  Feb- 
ruary 5,  180;i  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  eight  boys  and  three  girls, 
the  names  of  whom  were  as  follows — Thomas 
William,  Lafayette,  Eli,  John  A.,  Elizabeth, 
Sarah,  Jesse  E.,  Henry,  Harrison,  William 
and  Eliza. 

Eli  Boring,  tbe  subject  of  this  sketch,  re- 
mained at  home  during  his  l)03''lioo(l  and 
school  days.  On  tbe  20tli  of  February,  1804, 
he  enlisted  in  Coinjiany  D,  Eighth  Indiana 
Cavaby,  and  went  into  the  service.  lib  saw 
active  service  and  ])articipated  in  numerous 
battles,  engagements  and  skirmishes.  He 
was  shot  in  the  side  at  the  battle  of  Camj)- 
bellton,  Ga.,  and  remained  in  the  hospital  for 
several  weeks.  On  the  lOtb  of  September, 
ISO-i,  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  was  held  for 
some  three  montlis,  after  which  he  was  in  the 
hosj>ital  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  for  three  Avceks, 
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anti,  after  a  short  furlough,  returned  to  his 
regiment.  lie  was  finally  mustered  out  Juh' 
20, 1865,  near  Raleigh,  N.  C,  and  returned  to 
his  home  in  Indiana.  In  the  fall  of  18G8  he 
came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  located 
in  Forest  Prairie  township.  In  1882  he  went 
to  Minneapolis  and  engaged  in  tlie  milling 
business,  but  sjjent  his  winters  at  lumbering, 
continuing  this  for  three  years,  and  then 
returned  to,rorest  Prairie  and  settled  where 
lie  now  resides. 

Mr.  Boring  n^as  maiTicd  on  the  2d  of  Ko- 
vember,  188G,  to  Miss  Victoria  Spaulding,  a 
daugliter  of  Danville  Spauldinfy,  an  old  and 
respected  citizen  of  Forest  Prairie  township. 
Tiiey  were  married  at  Litchfield  by  N.  0. 
Martin. 

Our  subject  is  a  man  of  the  strictest  integ- 
rity, .and  is  respected  by  all  wlio  know  hi/n. 
In  political  matters  he  alHliates  with  tlio 
republican  party. 

-  . 

>^HARLES  M.  AHLSTROM.  The  subject 
of  tliis  sketch  is  an  enterprising  and 
successful  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  who  re- 
sides on  section  31,  llarvey  township.  He  is 
a  luitive  of  Chisago  county,  Minn.,  where  he 
wi<s  born  on  the  Stli  of  August,  1859,  and  he 
is  a  son  of  Andrew  M.  and  Carrie  Alilstrom. 
In  ISGA  he  removed,  with  his  parents,  to 
Meeker  county,  and  the  family  settled  on 
section  30,  where  Charles  M.  still  resides. 
Ilis  parents  were  both  natives  of  Sweden." 
They  came  to  the  United  States  in  1S54. 
They  are  both  still  living. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch,  Charles,  grew  to 
manhood  in  ^Meeker  county,  attending  school 
as  opportunit}"^  offered,  and  assisting  his 
father  on  the  farju.  On  the  27th  of  Ma^', 
1882,  he  was  married  to  Mar}"- Peterson,  of 
Swede  Grove  township.  Their  marruigc 
has  been  blessed  with  three  children,  whose 
names  areStacie,  Carl  M.  and  Clearencc  A., 


the  last  named  being  an  infant,  itr.  and 
Mrs.  Ahistrom  are  exemplary  members  and 
active  supporters  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

In  political  matters  Ahistrom  is  a  re- 
publican. He  now  owns  100  acres  of  land, 
and  has  a  good  start  and  good  prospects  for 
futui-e  succes.?, 

M  LEXANDER  D.  ROSS,  the  present 
jG^jl  postmaster  of  Litchfield,  was  born 
in  Upper  Canada,  July  25,  lS-45,  and  is  the 
son  of  Alexander  and  Frances  Uassett  (Oon- 
ners)  Eoss,  the  former  a  native  of  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  and  the  latter  of  llangor.  Count}' 
Down,  Ireland.  His  parents  came  to  Amer- 
ica, settling  in  Canada,  prior  to  his  birth,  and 
there,  in  the  town  of  Southampton,  whore 
the  father  was  engagcii  in  mercantile  trade, 
our  subject  received  his  earl}'  education,  and 
there  grew  to  manhood.  In  ISOG,  he  removeil 
with  his  parents  to  Chicago,  111.,  where  he 
coninicriced  work  with  the  American  E.xpress 
Compan}',  with  whom  iu3  remained  until  1ST2, 
(vlicii  lie  came  to  ]\rinncsota.  Ho  h^catcd  /irst 
at  St.  Cloud,  but  one  year  later  removed  to 
Litchfield,  where,  in  August,  1ST3,  ho  took 
charge  of  a  gVain  elevator,  now  the  M.  and 
D.  which  he  has  superintended  over  since. 
In  Jul}',  18S7,  he  took  charge  of  the  po.stollice 
of  the  village,  having  been  appointed  to  that 
position  a  short  time  previously.  He  is  a 
tiiorough  democrat  politically,  aiul  believes 
that  in  its  principles  lies  the  true  germ  of  civil 
libert}'.  Ho  is  a  member  of  the  present  coun- 
cil of  Litchfield,  and  hohls  a  higii])lace  in  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

!Mr.  Iloss  united  in  marriage,  June  11, 18T2, 
with  Miss  Flizabotii.  IsL  3>eckcr,  a  native  of 
JS'cw  York,  and  daughter  of  Uoniian  and 
^Margaret  ])ccUci'.  I'y  this  union  there  has 
been  born  two  chiklren,  who  bear  the  names 
of  Carrie  and  George,  ^tr.  Ku.y  is  ti  mem- 
ber of  Goiden  Fleece  Lodge,  A'o.       A.  K. 
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and  A.  M.,  Eabboni  Chapter,  No.  30,  E.  A. 
31. ;  Melita  Coniuiauiloiy,  No.  17,  K  T.,  and 
Avitli  liis  estimable  wife  ]iokIs  coniimmion 
%vith  tlie  Presbyterian  Oiiurcli. 

JTOHN  SMITH^  a  resident  of  Darwin 
fj  to wnsiiip,  lives  on  section  15,  where  lie 
cari-ics  on  general  fanning  and  stock  raising, 
lie  is  IX  native  of  tlic  Grand  Ducliy  of  Lux- 
emburg, boi-n  in  1S39.  He  ivas  reared 
aniong  the  vine-clad  lulls  of  the  land  of  his 
birth  until  he  Avas  nineteen  years  of  age, 
wiien  lie  came  to  America,  and  that  year, 
ISns,  settled  near  Aurora,  111.,  Avhere  he 
made  his  home  until  eight  years  later,  wlien 
he  removed  to  Minnesota  and  located  on  the 
farm  in  Darwin  township  where  he  now 
lives.  like  so  many  of  his  countrymen  who 
seek  to  find  in  America  the  fortune  and 
IVeodoni  they  lack  in  their  native  land,  llv. 
Smith  was  a  poor  man  when  lie  came  to  this 
country,  but  by  the  perseverance  in  liis  work 
and  the  natural  thrift  that  seems  to  be 
ijihcront  in  the  average  German,  he  lias  accu- 
mulated a.  fair  share  of  this  world's  goods. 

Mr.  Smith  Avas  Jji-st  nuirried  in  18G5,  to 
Sriss  Anna  Peiirer,  who  became  the  mother 
of  seven  childrcii,  all  of  whom  are  living  at 
the  pi'osent  but  one.  Their  names  are— John, 
3'etor,  j\[iehacl,  Anna,  Frank  and  William. 
Mrs.  Anna  Smith  died  in  Februjfry,  1881, 
<i"<l  Mr.  Smith  was  married  the  secoiul  time. 
The  iH'idcon  tliis  occasion  was  Miss  Maggie 
jvunyJcrj^  and  the  u-edding  occurred  in  No- 
veinijcr,  1SS3.  ]\y  this  last  marriage  there 
have  been  born  three  children,  only  two  of 
whom,  however,  are  now  living— Emina  and 
Nicholas. 

JJoth  Mr.  Smit|i  and  his  wife  are  inonibers 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Clnu-ch  and  good 
Christian  iieople.  Politically  Mr.  Smith  is 
wliat  may  bo  termed  an  independent,  not 
being  bound  to  party. 


TkUTHER  W.  LEIGHTON.  the  junior 
member  of  the  lirm  of  Osterlund  & 
Leighton,  general  merchants  of  the  village 
of  Dassel,  came  to  that  place  in  the  fall  of 
1872,  and  in  the  spring  of  1874  opened  the 
first  wagon  shop,  in  which  he  continued  to 
carry  on  the  business  until  1881.  Closing 
out,  then,  liis  interests  in  that  mechanical 
trade,  he  entered  into  the  hardware  business 
in  company  with  J.  M.  Johnson^  and  con- 
tinued in  that  line  until  January  1,  1887, 
when,  after  selling  his  interest  to  his  partner, 
lie  entered  into  the  new  copartnership,  the 
firm  named  above. 

Mr.  Leighton,  who  is  a  native  of  Penobscot 
county,  Me.,  born  March  25, 1850,  and  tlie  son 
of  Stillman  W.  and  Thressa  E.  Leighton,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  his  native  State.  He 
left  that  portion  of  our  great  Republic  in  1 872, 
and  came  directly  to  this  part,  as  above  stated. 

MnDREW  GUNDERSON.  a  carpenter 
J^Il  and  fanner  who  resides  on  section  15, 
Danielson  township,  was  born  in  Norwav 
on  the  16th  of  August,  183G,  and  is  a  son  of 
Gunder  and  Anna  Ingebretson.  His  early 
life  was  spent  in  his  native  land,  where  he 
Avorked  at  various  occupations  and  also 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  lie  remained 
in  the  land  of  his  birth  until  1870,  when  ho 
came  to  the  United  States  and  came  direct 
to  Minneajiolis,  Minn.,  where  he  remained 
for  six  years  employed  at  carpenter  Avork. 
He  was  so  poor  at  that  time  that  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  his  family  in  the  old  country, 
and  liad  to  borrow  the  money  with  whicli  he 
paid  his  fare.  During  tlie  Jirst  tliree  years 
he  Avas  here  he  earned  enough  money  to  send 
for  his  family,  which  required  live  tickets  at 
$01  each.  His  oldest  son  came  some  two 
years  before  the  balance  of  the  famil3^  The 
father,  with  the  aid  of  his, son,  during  this 
time,  erected  a  comfortable  house  for  himself 
at  Minneapolis. 
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On  the  4th  of  November,  18T6,  he  moved 
his  family  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  Cosmos  township,  but  after 
getting  liis  family  settled  he  returned  to 
Minneapolis  and  Avorked  at  his  trade  for  two 
years,  after  ivhich  lio  returned  and  moved  to 
the  farm  Avhich  he  purchased  on  section  15, 
Danielson  township,  wherehelias  sincelived. 
Since  that  time  he  has  continued  to  work  at 
his  trade  most  of  his  time  while  his  family 
carried  on  the  farm.  He  now  has  one  of  the 
most  valuable  farms  in  the  township,  con- 
sisting of  280  acres,  upon  which  he  has  placed 
fine  building  improvements. 

Mr.  Gunderson  Avas  married  before  he  left 
Norway  to  Miss  Bertha  Olson,  a  daughter  of 
Ole  and  Anna  Peterson,  who  was  born  Au- 
gust 20,  1S30.  Their  mai'riage  has  been 
blessed  with  nine  cliildren,  as  follows— Gil- 
bert, born  February  IT,  1857 ;  Nettie,  born 
May  4,  1858;  WiUiam,  born  January  15, 
1860 ;  Anna,  born  January  10,  18G2  ;  Au- 
gust, born  September  6, 18G3 ;  Ecatlie,  boi-n 
August  9,4804,  died  in  18C7  ;  Maria,  born 
March  21,  1868;  Eeatlie,  born  December  10, 
1870  ;  and  Albert,  born  June  2,  1875.  All 
Avere  born  in  Norway  e.xcept  Albert,  who 
was  born  in  Minneapolis.  Nettie  married 
Ole  Blaken.  a  merchant  in  Grafton,  D.  T., 
and  they  have  three  children.  William  mar- 
ried Anna  Amundson.  and  is  a  farmer  in  Dan- 
ielson township.  Anna  married  Ivnute  John- 
son^ a  railroad  section  boss  at  Minneapolis. 
The  family  are  members  of  tlie  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Gunderson  has  taken  an  active  intei'- 
est  in  public  matters  and  has  held  the  oliice 
of  township  supervisor  for  four  years.  In 
political  mattei's  he  affiliates  witli  the  deino- 
cratic  party. 

/^^|NLE  NELSON,  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists  of  Acton,  is  a  native  of  Nor- 
way, born  February  IG,  1842,  and  is  the  son 


of  Nels  and  M.ary  Nelson,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1800,  first  stopping  in  lied 
Wing,  Minn.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  tailor- 
ing for  one  year.  The  next  two  years  were 
passed  by  him  in  the  same"  employment  in 
Minneapolis,  but  growing  tired  of  working 
for  other  parties  after  two  years,  and  being 
anxious  to  better  his  financial  condition,  he 
removed  to  Acton,  this  county,  and  took  a 
homestead  on  section  8,  where  he  now  lives, 
lie  has  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres  of  excellent 
arable  land,  all  of  which  he  has  ma<le  by  his 
own  enei'gy  and  persovei'ance. 

Mi'.  Nelson  was  married  in'  Norwav,  to 
Miss  Martlia  J.  Farrisdattcr  Ilaabetsln-oen . 
They  are  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren—Tlior\vald  E.,  born  October  4,  1SC4 ; 
Nikolino  Jifarie,  born  Sopte}nber  28, 1868,  died 
May  1!),  1879 ;  Nels,  born  January  5,  1870 ; 
Severin,  born  April  C,  1S72 ;  Odin,  born  Jan- 
uary 0, 1874 ;  Mina,  born  February  10,  IS77  ; 
Martin,  born  Ikfarch  0,  1880;  Jeiis  II.,  born 
Decejnber  30,  1881 ;  and  [Marius,  born  Jfay 
15, 1883. 

Thorwalil  is  attending  the  academy  at 
Minneapolis,  and  Nols,  the  high  school  at 
Litchfield.  The  other  children  are  at  homo 
with  theii-  parents.  Ilv.  Nojsoi^  lias  occupied 
the  oIKce  of  road  overseer  for  two  or  three 
terms,  and  that  of  school  director  for  several 
years,  lie  had  learned  the  tailoring  trade 
in  his  far  away  native  land,  but  since  his 
coming  here  he  has  devoted  his  attention 
solely  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  lias  met 
with  abundant  success  in  this  calling.  Ho 
devotes  a  large  share  of  his  labors  to  stock 
raising. 

JTaMES  H.  THOMS,  a  resident  of  Union 
p  Grove  township,  is  one  of  the  successful 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  in  the  northern  part 
of  tlie  county. 

The  subject  of  our  sicctcli  is  the  sou  of 
James  and  Lucy  (]}rou-n). Thorns,  and  was 
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bovii  in  the  town  of  Sebec,  Me.  WliiJe  lie 
Avas  quite  young  his  parents  removed  to  Ivil- 
inornac,  ]\rc.,  wlicre  liis  fatiier  engaged  in 
farming  and  himboring,  but  finding  it  a  hard 
l>!ace  to  make  a  living  in,  he  moved  to  Ban- 
gor, ACe.  When  James  II.  ^vas  fonrteen 
Years  of  age  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  remained  at  homo  until  he  was  twenty; 
then,  with  some  acquaintances, he  Icftfor  the 
West,  stopping  in  Wisconsin  a  sliort  time, 
lie  came  to  Minnesota  in  the  fall  of  1849, 
It  was  then  a  territory,  St.  Paul  and  St. 
.Anthony  being  small  villages  at  that  time, 
and  Minneapolis  was  not  even  started.  Haul- 
ing snpi)lies  to  the  Indians  was  the  main  busi- 
ness done  outside  the  villages. 

]\tr.  Thorns  engaged  for  four  years  in  haul- 
ing supplies  from  St.  Paul  to  Fort  Ripley, 
and  any  other  points  where  the  Indians  were 
to  be  j)aid  their  anj)uities. 

Some  of  the  log  hotels,  or  stoi)ping  places, 
had  squaw  landladies,  and  others  wore  kept 
by  bachelors.  Mr.  Thorns  left  the  road  and 
woi-kcd  at  his  trade  for  two  years,  and  finally 
took  up  a  claim  in  Eden  Prairie  township, 
sixteen  miles  south  of  Minneapolis,  in  Henne- 
pin county. 

On  August  13,  1S55,  he  married  Miss 
Annette  F.  JIamblet,  of  Eden  Prairie,  a 
young  lady,  nineteen  years  of  age.  He 
remained  on  his  farm  a  few  years,  then 
moved  to  Chanhassen,  Carver  count}'^,  -where 
he  stayed  but  a  sliort  time,  then  moved  to 
Castle  Eoclc,  Dakota  county,  Avhere  he  stayed 
a  few  years,  engaged  in  farming.  Then, 
hearing  of  the  many  virtues  of  Meeker  coun  ty, 
lie  removed  to  Union  Grove  township  in  the 
fall  of  18(t7,  and  took  up  aliomestead  on  sec- 
tion 3(1.  Five  years  later,  he  sold  that  place 
and  bought  a  farm  of  IGO  acres,  on  section 
25  and  30,  where  he  has  since  lived. 

The  farm  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in 
the  township,  and  the  building  improvements 
are  a  credit  to  tiie  neighborhood  in  which 
they  are  located. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tjioms  have  been  blessed 
with  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now, 
living,  two  girls  and  five  boys— Frank,  the 
eldest,  is  married,  and  lives  at  Newark,  D. 
T.,  where  he  is,  in  company  with  a  partner, 
running  a  gi-ain  elevator.  E.  L.  and  D.  0. 
Thorns,  the  two  next  oldest,  own  a  roller 
flour  mill  at  Ashby,  Grant  county,  Minn, 
The  fourth  son,  Ben.  II.',  is  a  graduate  frpni 
Ourtiss'  Business  College,  Minneapolis,  and 
is  in  Minnesota  at  the  present  time.  One 
daughter  is  a  stenographer,^and  the  other  is 
a  seamstress ;  both  reside  in  Minneapolis  at 
present.  Earl  W.,  the  youngest,  remains  at 
■iiome  with  his  parents.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Tlioms  is  a  strong  democrat.  lie  came  to 
the  county  comparatively  a  poor  ma,n,  but  is 
now  Avell  fixed  as  to  this  world's'  goods,  and 
is  rated  as  one  of  the  most  solid  and  substan- 
tial citizens  of  the  county.  He  is  truly  a 
pioneer  in  the  State,  and  also  of  the  county, 

BANiEL  F,  SMITH,  Among  the  quiet, 
sober,  and  inchjstrious  German  citizens 
of  Meek-er  county,  who  have  left  their  beau- 
tiful fatherland  to  seek  upon  the  Western 
Continent  the  freedom  from  conscription  and 
military  despotism  denied  them  in  their 
own  country,  there  is  no  more  prominent  in- 
dividual than-  the  geiitleman  here  presented, 
who  is  a  resident  upon  section  10,  Ellsworth  • 
township.  He  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
is  tiio  son  of  Henry  and  Dora  Smith,  His 
parents  were  also  born  "in  that  classic  land, 
although  of  French  ancestry. 

Our  subject  Avas  reared  beneath  his  native 
skies,  and  there  received  the  education  com- 
mon to  the  youth  of  tliat  land,  and  there, 
having  attained  the  years  of  manhood,  Sep- 
tember 13,  1857,  he  Avas  united  in  marriage 
Avith  Miss  Fredericka  Sinnerman,  In  1802 
the  young  couple  left  their  home  amid  the 
liills  and  vallej's  of  Germany,  and  crossed 
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the  ocean  to  seek  a  newer  home  in  free 
America.  They  settled  near  the  toAvn  of 
2Tun(la,  McHenry  coimty,  111.,  where  they 
lived  until  the  fall  of  1875,  when  they  came 
to  Meeker  coimty  and  settled  where  they 
now  live,  and  where  Mr.  Smith  has  a  fine 
farm  of  180  acres  of  excellent  land,  on  sec- 
tions 15  and  16,  and  on  which  he  has  erected 
an. excellent  residence,  commodious  ham  and 
neat  granary.  "While  a  resident  of  Nunda 
bo  showed  his  enterprise  by  subscribing  to 
the  institution  of  the  pickling  and  preserving 
Avorks  of  that  place,  in  which  he  owned  sev- 
eral sljares  of  stock ;  and  since  coming  to 
this  county  he  has  ever  been  foremost  in 
anything  that  seemed  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  the  parents  of 
eight  children — Mary  (Mrs.  Joseph  Earth, 
who  was  married  September  12,  1878,  the 
anniversary  of  her  parents'  wedding),  "Will- 
iam, Frederick,  George,  Emma  (now  Mrs. 
Lndwig  Martens'),  Clara,  Bertie,  and  Minnie. 
"William  is  also  marrietl,  and  follows  the 
trade  of  moulder  in  Minneapolis. 

Mr.  Sjnitb  is  a  republican,  politically,  Jind 
has  held  the  oifices  of  town  supervisor,  and 
of  school  director  and  justice  of  the  pence, 
and  is  a  representative  man.  Ho  and  his 
family  belong  to  the  Lutherjin  Church, 

i^HARLES  H.  DART,  the  enterprising 
and  energetic  Hour  and  feed  dealer  of 
Litchfield,  was  born  in  Forest  City,  Meeker 
county,  Minn.,  February  5,  18C2,  and  is  the 
son  of  "Wait  II.  and  Calista  (Willis')  Dart. 
His  father  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  the 
county,  having  come  here  in  April,  1850,  and 
the  following  July  took  up  a  claim  two  miles 
east  of  the  prospective  village  of  Forest  City, 
upon  which  he  settled,  his  family  consisting 
of  his  wife  and  one  child,  coming  here  in 
"November.    He  raised  one  crop  upon  his 


farm,  and  then  rwnovod  to  this  villiige.  lie 
was  at  that  place  during  tiie  tragic  scenes  of 
the  Indian  outbreak,  and  was  an  active  ))ur- 
ticipant  in  most  of  the  stirring  events  of  that 
unhappy  epocii.  lie  entered  into  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  Forest  City  about  the 
time  of  tlic  arrival  of  tlio  .soldiers,  and  from 
1803  to  1805  had  charge  of  the  postofiice.  In 
1800  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Greoiloaf, 
whore  lie  took  n])  a  homestead,  upon  wliicii 
he  I'eiiiaincd  until  1S71,  and  ""tiien  came  to 
Litchfield,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since. 

ClJiirles  remained  at  homo,  enjoying  tiie 
opportunities  for  .schooling  attorded  him 
during  the  winter-s,  and  working  in  the  sum- 
mer months  at  whatevc)-  he  could  turn  his 
hand  to.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  ^vith  a 
commendable  enterprise,  he  initiated  the 
business  which  he  now  follow.s,  jind  is  niaking 
it  a  success.  He  is  ranked  high  among  the 
rising  young  business  men  of  the  village,  and 
is  rapidly  and  surel}'  extending  his  opera- 
tions. 

On  Christmas  day,  Deccndjcr  25,  ISSa,  C. 
H.  Dart  and  IMiss  l^ellic  JLockwood,  also  a 
native  of  tliis  county,  M'cre  united  in  the 
bonds  of  wedlock.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  child — Kay. 

JLgrpETER  LUND,  a  resident  of  section  17, 
'^0^  Greenleaf  township,  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  and  stock-raisers  in  the  southern 
portion  of  the  county.  Ho  was  born  in 
Sweden,  on  the  15th  of  August,  184:0.  His 
younger  days  were  sjient  in  his  native  land, 
and  in  1872  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  located  in  'Minneai)olis,  where  he  re- 
mained for  eight  years.  He  was  at  work  in 
the  liucll,  Nutton  &  Co.  Ilouring  mill  in 
1878,when  the  terrible  mill  explosion  occurrcil, 
in  which  eighteen  were  killed  and  othci'S 
seriously  injured.  His  escape  at  that  time 
was  almost  miraculous.  He  was  attmuling 
to  the  machinery,  and  a  few  moments  before 
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tlie  disaster  lie  -vvas  talking  Avith  a  fellow- 
employe,  named  Peter  Ilogberg.  The  latter 
suggested  getting  some  water,  but  Mr.  Lund, 
told  liim  to  attend  to  tlie  machinery  and  he 
Avould  get  the  water.  Accordingly,  Mr. 
Lund  took  the  pail  and  started,  having  to  go 
ubout  200  feet.  lie  liad  just  stepped  outside 
of  the  door,  when  he  noticed  a  queer  smoke 
coming  ivam.  the  suction  pipe  of  the  Wash- 
Inirn  A  mill,  which  stood  about  100  feet 
from  the  mill  in  wliich  he  worked.  lie  had 
only  gone  abont  100  feet  when  the  first  ex- 
])losion  occurred,  and  he  was  thrown  to  the 
ground.  lie  scrambled  to  his  feet  and  tried 
to  run,  when  the  next  explosion  took  place, 
and  he  was  again  tlirown  down.  On  his 
liands  and  knees  he  crawled  under  a  box  car, 
a.nd  tiie  debris  was  falling  thick  around  him. 
A  few  moments  later  lie  ran  to  where  the  mill 
had  been,  to  roscuo  Ilogberg,  but  he  found 
tlie  mill  leveled  to  the  ground,  and  nothing 
was  ever  found  of  his  companion  except  a 
few  pieces  of  bones  and  a  knife  blade.  Out 
of  all  the  men  who  worked  in  the  three  mills, 
he,  and  one  other,  were  the  only  ones  who 
escaped  unhurt. 

On  March  27,  18S1,  Mr.  Lund  came  to 
Meeker  county,  and  settled  in  Greenleaf 
townsiiip,  wliere  he  still  lives.  lie  has  a 
valuable  farm  of  210  acres  of  land,  and  has 
splendid  farm  bixiidings.  Mr.  Lund  was 
married  Jamuiry  1,  1875,  to  Anna  Anderson, 
and  they  have  had  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living,  as  follows — Charley  A., 
born  Jlarcli  5,  1870  ;  Alma  II.,  born  Novem- 
ber 2!),  1877;  Levi  V.,  born  January  23, 
1880 ;  Mimniie  V.,  born  May  5, 1882;  Edward 
E.,  born  November  12,  1S83  ;  Oscar  T.,  born 
September  27,  1885,  and  Amanda  V.,  born 
January  27,  1888.  The  family  are  members 
of  the  Swctlish  Lutheran  Church. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Lund  were  natives  of 
Sweden.  Tliey  came  to  America  a  number 
of  years  ago,  and  are  now  residents  of 
ICeeker  count}'. 


TOHN  H.  J^EMICK.  one  of  the  prominent 
^  residents  of  the  village  of  Dassel,  and  a 
leading  pioneer  of  the  county  of  McLeod, 
was  born  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  August  26, 
1830.  His  father  died  when  he  Avas  quite 
young,  and  the  family  was  broken  up,  and 
for  a  time  he  was  an  inmate  of  the  household 
of  his  grandfather.  When  about  thirteen  he 
commenced  life  by  hiring  out  at  whatever  ho 
could  find  to  do,  and  at  sixteen  began  to 
learn  the  blacksmith's  trade.  In  the  spring 
of  1863  he  detennined  to  seek  a  new  home 
in  the  grooving  West  and  carve  out  his  own 
fortune,  and  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled 
at  Hutchinson,  McLeod  county,  in  May  of 
that  year.  Eeturning  to  Ohio  the  next  fall, 
he,  in  company  Avith  S.  A.  Bunting,  pur- 
chased a  drove  of  fifteen  horses,  which  Avere 
shipped  by  boat  to  Milwaukee,  from  Avhicli 
port  they  drove  to  tliis  country,  selling  Avliat 
they  could  on  the  Avay.  Closing  out  the 
balance  on  his  arriA'al  at  Hutchinson,  ho 
returned  to  the  "Buckeye  State"  for  his 
family,  and  returned  the  same  fall  and 
took  up  a  homestead  of  160  acres  of  land 
on  section  20,  Hutchinson  township,  Mc- 
Leod county,  and  commenced  its  improve- 
ment. There  he  remained,  quietly  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  until  1877,  and  by 
diligence  and  industry  had  increased  his  farm 
to  300  acres.  -He  sold  this  place  and  personal 
•property,  about  1879,  for  $4,700.  In  1877 
he  came  to  .Dassel,  this  county,  and  com- 
menced running  the  Dassel  House,  and  con- 
tinued to  cater  to  the  Avants  of  the  traveling 
pubhc  until  1882.  During  the  summer  of 
that  year  ho  engaged  in  his  old  trade  of 
blacksmith,  but  on  the  1st  of  January,  1883, 
Avent  into  the  saloon  business  in  the  village, 
Avith  J', .  S.  Layson.  The  February  follow- 
ing their  place  Avas  destroyed  by  fire,  with  a 
loss  of  $2,500,  only  part  of  Avhich  Avas  insured. 
In  company  Avith  J.  S.  Larson  and  William 
Gallagher,  he  then  commenced  the  erection 
of  a  new  hotel,  the  new  Dassel  House,  the 
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old  one  having  been  burned.  On  the  com- 
pletion of  this  hotel,  which  is  of  brick  and 
cost  some  ^i,500,  he  again  opened  a  saloon, 
and  remained  in  that  business  until  1886, 
when  he  closed  it  out,  and  since  that  time 
has  given  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of 
a  farm  which  he  bought  in  1881.  This  con- 
tains some  forty  acres,  and  adjoins  the  town 
site.  He  is  also  engaged  in  the  letting  of 
livery  rigs. 

Among  the  leading  prohibitionists  of  the 
county,  there  is  none  who  is  better  known 
than  Mr.  Bemick.  who,  being  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  traffic  in  liquor,  knows 
its  evil,  and  is  quite  active  in  the  movement 
looking  to  its  suppression. 


HRISTIAN  BADEN.  Among  the 
thrift}',  prosperous  German  citizens  of 
Meeker  county,  Avho  helped  so  materially 
toward  its  development  and  progress,  until 
it  now  stands  one  of  the  brightest  jewels  in 
the  crown  of  the  noble  State  of  Minnesota, 
is  the  worthy  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  that  part  of 
the  German  empire  known  as  Trie^',  June  18, 
1839,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Mary  Eaden,  who  had  a 
family  of  five  children. 

Our  subject  received  the  education  so 
common  to  the  youth  of  the  fatherland,  and 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  commenced  an  appren- 
ticeship to  the  trade  of  blaclcsmith.  H^Tj^ 
came  to  the  United  States  in  search  of  a 
home  in  this  free  land,  in  1867,  and  located 
at  Belle  Plaine,  Scott  county,  Minn.,  where  he 
opened  a  blacksmith  shop  and  followed  his 
trade  for  one  year.  In  1868  he  came  to  this 
county  and  bought  out  the  interest  of  Albert 
Taylor,^  in  the  blacksmith  shop  in  Forest 
City,  and  has  been  engaged  at  this  trade  ever 
since.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of 
250  acres  of  land  in  the  same  township,  part 


of  Avhich  he  leases  to  other  parties  and  part 
cultivates  himself.  His  success  since  he 
came  here  is  entirely  due  to  his  energy,  per- 
severance and  thrift,  as  he  is  the  sole  archi- 
tect of  his  own  fortunes. 

Ml'.  Baden  was  married  before  leaving  his 
native  land,  April  li,  1865,  to  Miss  Mary 
Schmidt^  who  was  the  daughter  of  Michael 
and  Susan  Schmidt,  and  one  of  a  family  of 
eight  children.  On  the  4th  of  May,  Mrs. 
Baden,  who  was  a  devout,  Catholic  and 
an  estimable  woman,  was  called  away 
by  death,  leaving  ten  children — William, 
Nicholas,  Frank,  John,  Joseph,  Susan,  Cath- 
erine, Anna,  Eosa  and  Mary.  Susan  married 
Eugene  Schuler,  March  2, 1886,  and  lives  in 
Dakota. 


"fr — 


,  ARRISON  FULLER,  one  of  the  old  set- 
tlers of  Collinwood  township,  has  his 
home  on  section  4.  He  is  a  native  of  Russell 
count}'',  Ya.,  and  there  made  his  residence 
until  he  was  ten  years  of  age,  then  emigi'uted 
to  Tazwell  county,  settling  in  what  after- 
ward became  a  part  of  Buchanan  county. 
Most  of  this  time  Avas  spent  on  a  farm  with 
Jiis  parents.  In  1862  he  was  conscripted  into 
the  Confederate  army,  and  served  some  eigh- 
teen months.  Having  been  made  lieutenant, 
and  detailed  for  recruiting  service,  lie  ab- 
sented himi?elf  without  leave,  and  passing  the 
lines,  came  to  Minnesota.  He  ai'rived  at 
Hutchinson,  McLeod  county,  May  14,  1864, 
and  spent  the  summer  in  digging  gmseng, 
and  the  next  winter  in  hunting  and  trapping. 
The  following  year  he  moved  to  the  place 
where  he  now  lives,  but  did  little  toward 
its  improvement  for  some  three  j'^ears.  The 
hard  frost  of  August  19, 1866,  destroying  the 
little  crops  he  and  the  other  settlers  had  in, 
he  had  considerable  difficulty  in  getting 
along,  so,  with  others,  he  went  to  Wright 
county  and  chopped  wood  all  the  following 
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winter.   Many  of  bis  neigliboi's  were  sadly 
pinched  with  hunger  at  that  time.    One  clay 
he  walked  to  Kingston  for  provisions,  but 
failed  to  get  them,  and  on  returning,  found 
tliafc  tlie  family  liad  eaten  up  everything  in 
the  house,  and  he  was  forced  to  go  supper- 
less  to  bed.   The  next  day  he  was  more 
fortunate,  getting  some  Hour  at  Greenleaf. 
Most  of  the  settlers  lived  through  the  winter 
on  wliat  ganre  they  could  kill,  and  in  the 
spring  on  ranijis  or  leeks,  elm  bark  and  other 
herbage.    One  family,  to  his  knowledge, 
lived  on  game,  ramps  or  leeks,  and  herbage 
tliat  winter  and  spring.   In  1873,  after  an 
absence  of  a  year  in  Virginia,  he  com- 
menced to  develop  his  farm  ])roperly,  and  by 
diligence  has  succeeded  in  accumulating 
nice  property.    He  was  married  March  Y, 
1801,  to  Miss  Smytii.  who  was  born  in  Taze- 
well county,  Va.,  April  26,  18i6,  and  is  tlie 
daugiiter  of  Samuel  M.  and  Mary  (Justice) 
Smyth,  natives  of  Kentucky.   By  this  union 
there  has  been  ten  chiklren,  as  follows— Ash- 
ville,  born  Ifovember     18G2,  and  married, 
March  27,  18Si,  to  Mrs.  Olarinda  (GoUe) 
West;  Mary  F.,  born  September  29,  1865, 
married  Solomon  Scalf  in  January,  1883 ; 
Pricy  J.,  horn  May  19,  1868,  married,  March 
Y,  18S5,  to  Armstrong  Sellard ;  Elijah  S.,  born 
March  15,  1871;  James  A.,  born  March  20, 
1873 ;  Eoxelena,  born  May  24,  1875 ;  Ida  A., 
born  May  26,  1877 ;  Vashti,  born  May  2, 
1880 ;  Lucretia,  born  November  5, 1882 ;  and 
Maggie,  born  Juno  30,  1886. 

 «-.f^-«-  

Tg)ATRlCK  McKARNEY,  an  ex-Union 
_P  soklier,  and  a  prominent  and  success- 
ful farmer  and  stock  raiser,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 8,  iManannah  township,  was  born  in 
County  Monaghan,  Ireland,  in  1832,  and  is 
Ji  son  of  Patrick  and  Catherine  (Brady)  Mc- 
Karney.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  the 
land  of  his  birth,  receiving  the  schooling  in 
industry  and  frugality  which  was  given  to 


the  youth  of  his  nationality  in  that  day. 
In  1849  he  came  to  the  United  States,  land- 
ing in  New  Orleans,  where  he  remained 
about  one  month  and  then  went  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.  Two  months  later  he  went  to  Rock 
Island,  111.,  and  spent  the  winter,  and  after 
this  Avas  employed  on  the  Mississippi  river, 
at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do,  until  the 
15th  of  August,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  Ninetieth  Illinois  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  went  into  the  service.  His 
regiment  was  assigned  to  severe  duty,  and 
he  remained  in  active  service  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge 
on  the  6th  of  J une,  1865,  After  leaving  the 
service  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  settled  in 
Dakota  county,  where  he  remained  until  the 
following  April,  1866,  and  then  came  to 
Meeker  county,  and  settled  on  section  8, 
Manannah  township,  where  ho  still  lives, 
lie  has  a  farm  of  150  acres  of  land,  a  good 
share  of  Avhich  is  under  cultivation,  and 
devotes  his  attention  to  general  farming  and 
stock  raising. 

Mr.  McKarney  was  married  on  tlie  4th  of 
April,  1869,  to  Miss  Mary  O'Keeffe,  and  tliey 
have  been  blessed  with  the  following  chil- 
dren—Charlotte, born  July  15, 1870;  Cathe- 
rine, born  May  26,  1872 ;  James,  born  Janu- 
ary 8,  1874 ;  Peter,  born  May  16,  1876 ;  and 
Menus,  born  January  16,  1878;  all  of  whom 
are  still  living. 

Mrs.  McKarney's  parents  were  natives  of 
Ireland.  They  came  to  America,  and  both 
died  in  Meeker  county.  Mr.  McKarney^is  a 
republican  in  political  matters,  and  in  religi- 
ous affairs  both  he  and  his  Avife  are  ex- 
emplary members  and  active  supportei-s  of 
the  Catholic  Church. 

I^RANK    W.    MINTON,  the  present 
genial  proprietor  of    the  IIoAvard 
House,  at  Litclifield,  is  the  son  of  William 
L.  and  Louisa  C.  (Hull)  Minton,  and  was 
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born  in  Brocton,  Chautauqua  county,  N.  Y., 
May  Y,  1854.  His  mother  was  a  descendant 
of  one  of  the  pioneer  famiUes  of  the 
Mohawk  Valley. 

Frank  remained  in  his  native  town  until  he 
Avas  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  then  came  to 
Rice  county,  Minn,,  where  he  lived  Avith  an 
uncle  for  a  time.   He  removed  from  there  to 
Chicago,  whither  his  parents  had  gone,  and 
entering  the  oilice  of  the  Pullman  Palace 
Car  Co.,  remained  there  employed  for  seven 
•  years.   Taking  charge  of  a  palace  cai*  run- 
ning between  Bt.  Louis  and  Minneapolis  at 
a,  CO    the  end  of  that  time,  he  continued  in  that 
c  c  o    species  of  employment  for  two  years  and  a 
§  'i  -o    half,  but  his  health  having  become  somewhat 
-g  c—    impaired  he  left  the  road.  He  entered  the 
law  office  of  Perkins  &  Whipple,  of  North- 
^     m    field,  Minn.,  where  he  remained  some  eigh- 
c  teen  months.    He  then  went  on  the  road  as 

•'>    traveling  salesman  for  the  Champion  Reaper 
^ ^    Co.,  and  was  with  that  corporation  for  the 
succeeding  two  years,  after  which  he  came 
to  Litchfield,  and  assumed  the  charge  of  the 
Howard  House,  as  landlord.  May  1,  1884. 

Frank  "W".  Minton  and  Miss  Mattie  Knight 
were  united  in  the  bonds  of  marriage.  May 
20,  1884.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  Canada, 
but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  a  resident  of 
Meeker  county. 

OBERT  B.  RALSTON.  The  subject 
of  this  biography,  one  of  Meeker 
county's  most  prominent  and  wealthy  farm- 
ers and  stock-raisers,  is  a  resident  of  section 
14,  Harvey  township.  He  was  born  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  Canada  East,  on  the 
28tli  day  of  August,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of 
Andrew  and  Jane  Ralston.  His  parents 
Avere  natives  "of  Scotland,  but  both  died  in 
Canada;  the  father  January  10, 1888,  and  the 
mother  August*  21, 1884. 

Robert  B.  left  his  native  province  in  April 


1849,  and  went  to  "VVaterbury,  Yt.,  where  he 
secured  employment  on  the  Averment  Central 
railroad,  and  remained  until  ti>e  latter  part 
of  the  following  December,  when  he  returned 
to  Canada  and  remained  until  the  spring  of 

1850.  At  that  time  he  went  to  St.  Johns- 
bury,  Yt.,  Avhere  he  drove  a  team  on  railroad 
work,  and  in  August,  1850,  Avent  to  Cam- 
bridge, N.  Y.,  and  Avorked  about  there  until 
the  folloAving  summer  of  1851.    Ho  next 
spent  a  fcAV  months  at  Bedford,  Ind.,  ilnd 
then  Avent  to  Cincinnati,  O.,  Avhero  he  re- 
mained for  four  years,  being  employed  at 
teaming  most  of  the  time;  after  that  Avas  at 
work  on  the  Cincinnati  &  St.  Louis  railroad. 
In  1855  he  Avent  still  further  Avest,  and  spent 
one  Avinter  at  Oskaloosa,  loAva,  and  then  set- 
tled at  Jtlinneapolis,  Minn.  That  place,  Avhich 
AA'as  then  a  mere  village,  remained  his  homo 
until  the  fall  of  18G1,  although,  during  this 
time,  in  1859,  he  had  come  Avest  to  Meeker 
county  and  purchased  the  southwest  quarter 
of  section  11,  in  what  is  now  Harvey  town- 
ship. In  that  fall  he  came  here  and  put  in  his 
time  in  caving  for  a  fcAV  calves  Avhich  ho  liad 
purchased,  and  also  did  a  good  deal  of  trap- 
ping in  various  parts  of  this  county.  He  Avas 
living  here  Avhen  the  Indian  outbreak  oc- 
curred.  He  heard  the  news  of  the  massacre 
at  Acton  on  Sunday  evening,  Avhilo  Avith  his 
brother  John.   They  at  once  Avent  to  mould- 
ing bullets  and  getting  their  guns  in  shape, 
after  Avhich  they  Avent  to  bed,  and  the  follow- 
ing morning  continued  their  harvesting.  At 
noon  they  went  to  Forest  City,  and  learned 
the  serious  condition  of  affairs.   They  then 
returned  to  look  for  a  neighbor,  Ilutchins, 
and  his  Avife,  and  met  them,  and  also  Joachin 
Sohultz,  so  all  turned  and  Avent  to  Forest 
City.   There  they  remained  all  through  the 
Indian  trouble.   The  following  spring  IMr. 
Ralston  returned  to  his  claim  and  put  in  his 
crops,  and  while  at  work  could  distinctly  see 
the  soldiers  on  pati-ol  between  his  place  and 
Forest  City.   This  has  since  been  his  home. 
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He  has  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  the 
coanty,  and  carries  on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  extensively. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  1867,  Mr.  Ralston  was 
married  to  Miss  Melissa  Pickle^  and  their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  three  children,  as 
follows— Marcia,  born  August  22, 1868;  Elsie 
v.,  born  November  4,  18Y2;  Arthur  D., 
born  April  13,  isS2,  all  of  whom  are  still 
liying.  Mr.  and  J\[rs.  Ralston  attend,  and 
Mrs.  R.  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  Mrs.  Ralston's  parents  are  still 
living  in  Canada ;  her  father  is  a  native  of 
Canatla,  and  her  mother  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Ralston  affiliates 
with  the  democratic  ])art3^  Ho  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  everything  calculated  to 
develop  the  county's  resources,  and  is  rated 
as  one  of  the  most  solid  and  substantial  citi- 
zens of  Meeker  county. 

"^T#" ILLIAM  MURPHY,  a  memberof  the 
^ii™  of  Murphy  Eros.,  gen eral  mer- 
chandise  dealers  at  the  village  of  Kingston, 
commenced  business  here  in  January,  1886, 
in  company  with  T.  Owerij  with  whom  he 
remained  in  partnecsliip  until  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1888,  when  J\Ir.  Owen  sold  out  to  T.  J. 
Murphy,  the  brother  of  our  subject,  and  the 
present  Ann  Avas  formed. 

Mr.  Murjihv  is  a  native  of  Rutland  county, 
Vt.,  born  November  3,  1860,  and  came  to 
Minnesota  with  his  parents  in  May,  1862. 
!l  He  is  a  son  of  Michael  and  Catherine  (Clif- 
ford) Murphy,  a  history  of  whom  is  given 
elsewhere  in  tliis  Alijuji.  He  was  reared  and 
received  the  elements  of  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  Meeker  county,  and  finished 
with  a  thorough  course  at  the  University,  at 
St.  John's,  Minn.,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1882.  He  taught  the  Kingston 
village  school  the  winter  term  of  1883-4,  and 


later  settled  in  the  village  and  entered  upon- 
his  present  enterprise,  which  is  the  only  store 
therein.  He  has  held  the  ofllce  of  justice  of 
the  peace  for  two  years,  and' that  of  clerk  of 
the  township  for  quite  a  time.  He  was  ap- 
pointed postmasterin  September,  1886,  which 
position  he  holds  at  present.  Mr.  Murphy 
and  Miss  Ellen  Whalen  were  married  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1887.  The  lady  is  a  native  of 
Meeker  county  and  daughter  of  John  Wha- 
len, one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  whose  sketch 
is  to  be  found  in  the  pages  of  this  volume. 

JTamES  McCUE,  blacksmith,  at  Greenleaf 
pi  village,  Meeker  county,  is  a  native  of 
Ireland,  born  on  the  10th  of  May,  1837. 
When  he  was  but  one  year  old,  his  parents, 
Timothy  and  Margaret  McCue,  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  and  settled  near  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  Mi's.  McCufi  died  soon  afterward,  and 
when  James  was  ten  years  of  age  ho  was 
placed  in  a  store  at  Hamilton,  Ontario,  where 
ho  remained  until  he  reached  his  seventeenth 
yeiir,  at  which  time  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
blacksmith  near  Hamilton.  Three  years 
later,  in  1857,  he  came'  to  Minnesota,  and 
located  in  Northfield,  Rice  county.  In  the 
fall  of  1858  he  went  to  California,  where  he 
I'enmined  about  four  years,  engaged  at  mining 
and  blacksmithing.  Then,  leaving  tiiere,  he 
spent  two  or  three  years  in  Nevada  and 
Montana,  during  the  great  mining  excite- 
ment, and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
returaed  to  the  States.  After  a  trip  to  South- 
ern Kansas,  he  returned  to  Minnesota  and 
settled  in  Renville  county,  In  1877  he  left  his 
family  at  Hutchinson  and  went  to  the  Black 
Hills,  D.  T.  After  making  several  trips 
home,  he  finally,  in  1879,.  returned  to  Ren- 
ville county,  and  continued  to  live  there  until 
1884,  when  he  came  to  the  village  of  Green- 
leaf,  and  established  his  present  business. 
Being  thoroughly  sldlled  at  his  trade,  he  com- 
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mands  a  good  patronage.  In  1886  he  made 
a  trip  to  Huntsville,  Ala.,  but  returned  with- 
out giving  the  matter  of  locating  there  much 
thought. 

Mr.  McOug.  was  married  at  the  village  of 
,^.Greenleaf  in  18Y3,  to  Miss  Mary  Kaler,  a 
'  daughter  of  Christian  and  Almii'a  Kaler,  of 
Greenleaf  township.  Six  children  have  been 
the  fruit  of  this  union,  as  follows  — John  E., 
born  March  20,  18T5 ;  Stella  A.,  born  April 
9, 187t;  Alford  0.,  born  August  21, 18Y9; 
Effie  May,  born  March  29,  1881 ;  Margaret 
Myra,  born  March  13,  1883 ;  Annie  Ethel, 
born  March  19,  1885. 

^ICHAEL  F.  LENHARDT,  a  respected 
and  enterprising  farmer,  who  re- 
sides on  section  1,  Liichfield,  was  born  in 
Saxon-Meiningen,  Germany,  on  the  30th  of 
October,  182Y,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael  and 
Margaret  Lenhardt^  He  remained  with  his 
parents  in  his  native  land  until  1853,  when 
he  came  to  America,  landing  in  New  Orleans 
shortly  aftsr  the  great  yellow-fever  scourge 
had  abated.   He  located  in  St.  Louis  and  re- 
mained there  for  two  years,  then  went  to 
Kansas,  but,  not  being  favorably  impressed 
with  the  outlook  there,  he  returned  to  St. 
Louis,  and,  the  following  year  (1856),  he 
came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  anrl  took  a 
claim  on  section  11,  Litchfield  township, 
where  the  village  of  Litchfield  now  stands. 
The  following  year  he  gave  up  that  place 
and  took  a  claim  on  section  1,  in  the  same 
township,  Avhere  he  still  lives.     In  1859 
he  was  married  to  Kebecca  Louhan,  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  and  two  children  were 
born  to  them,  one  of  whom  is  deceased 
and  the  other— Minne  —  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  Maetzold,  of  Litchfield.  In  1863  Mi-s 
Lenhardt,  the^  wife,  and  youngest  child,  died 
In  1872  Mr.  Lenhardt  made  a  visit  to  his  na- 
tive land,  and  while  there  was  united  in  mar- 


riage with  Margaret  Peipus,  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  reipus.  Four  children 
were  the  result  of  this  union — Eicke  (de- 
ceased), Anna,  August,  and  Bertha. 

At  the  time  of  the  Inditin  outbreak,  in 
1862,       Lenhardt  was  operating  his  farm 
in  a  quiet  way.    He  did  not  become  much 
alarmed  at  firet,  but  soon  felt  the  gravity  of 
the  situation,  and,  on  Wednesday  following 
the  massacre  at  Acton,  he  started  with  his 
family  for  Clearwater.   The  road  m  route 
Avas  literally  alive  witli  people  and  stock,  and 
the  woods  were  full  of  panic-stricken  beings. 
After  remaining  in  Clearwater  a  short  time, 
he  concluded  the  matter  was  more  a  scare 
than  anything  else,  and  went  back  to  his 
farm,    lie  was  not  long  in  discovering, 
however,  that  the  people  were  not  terrorized 
without  cause,  and,  therefore,  took  his  fam- 
ily to  Forest  City  for  safety,  arriving  there 
just  before  the  Indians  made  the  attack  on 
the  fort.   After  spending  about  one  month 
at  Forest  City,  Mr.  Lenhardt  went  back  to  his 
farm  for  the  winter,  and  the  following  year 
put  in  his  crops  and  has  since  made  that  his 
home.   He  devotes  his  entire  attention  to 
farming  and  stock  raising,  and  has  a  most 
pleasantly  situated  and  comfortable  homo. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  old 
settlei-s  and  substantial  citizens  of  the  county. 


[^ANS  M.  AKESSON,  a  resident  of  Swede 
Grove  township,  is  a  son  of  Monsand 
Siselia  Akesson^  He  was  born  in  Sweden  on 
the  8th  of  March,  1S56,  and  remained  in  his 
native  land  until  1881,  when  he  came  to  the 
United  States,  and,  after  spending  two  months 
in  Wisconsin,  pushed  on  westward  and  located 
in  Swede  Grove  township,  ;Mceker  county, 
Minn.  On  the  24th  of  November,  1882 
he  was  married  to  "Miss  Anna  Olena  Erickson. 
the  only  daughter  of  Gertram  and  ^Martha 
Erickson^  The  father  of  Anna  died  in  Amer- 
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icil,  iuul  tlic  mother,  Martha,  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1857,  and  in  18G0  wsis  mar- 
ried to  Christian  Erickson^.wlio  died  on  the 
20th  of  Marcli,  1882.  Mrs.  Erickson  ]iad  two 
cliildren — Tlalvor  Michelson,  wlio  was  born 
February  11,  1840,  who  lives  on  section  32, 
Swede  Grove  townsliip,  and  Anna  Olena,  now 
Mrs.  Bans  Akesson,  wJio  was  born  March  18, 
ISO-i.  Hans  M,  Alcesson  and  l)is  fa7nily  live 
,  witli  liis  wife's  mother  and  cultivate  the  farm. 
Mrs.  Erickson  is  an  old  settler  in  tlie  town- 
ship and  Avas  here  all  through  the  "  pioneer 
da3's."  When  the  Indian  trouble  began  she 
fled  for  her  life  with  the  otliers  wlio  Avere 
living  hero  at  that  time.  She  lied  in  the 
nigiit  for  Forest  City  for  protection,  and  at 
one  time  came  very  near  losing  her  life,  when 
Indian  bullets  were  flying  as  thick  as  hail. 
As  a  full  history  of  tliose  Indian  times  is 
given  in  another  chapter  of  this  work  it  is 
unnecessary  to  repeat  it  here. 

]\[r.  and  Mrs.  Akesson  have  been  blessed 
with  tlii-ee  cliildren,  Avhoso  names  and 
ages  arc  as  follows— ]\rartin  Clarence,  born 
May  0,  1883  ;  Gotfried  Casper,  born  II  ovem- 
bcr  2i),  1881- ;  and  Ilelmcr  Eugene,  who  was 
born  on  the  5tli  of  November,  1880. 

.MNOTHER  pioneer  of  Meeker  county 
JPIL  is  F.  V.  ])KCosricK,  ex-jiulge  of  pro-  , 
bate,  and  one  of  LitcliHeld's  most  prominent 
merchants.    ]\[r.  DcCostor  was  born  in  Buck-;] 
Hold,  ]\[e.,  (m  the  10th  of  November,  1838;/ 
His  parents    were   Yaranes   and  Louisd, 
(Thompson)  DcC'oster,  both  natives  of  the 
same  Sta,tc.    F.  V.  remained  at  liomo  until 
seventeen,  working  on  a  farm  and  attending 
sciiool  and  at  fifteen  began  teaching  school. 
When  seventeen  he  went  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton and  woi'ked  in  a  store  for  about  a  year, 
wlien  he  started  west  and  brought  up  at 
Dunkirk,  3S^.  Y.  A  short  time  later  he  pushed 
on  West  to  St.  Anthony,  Minn.,  and  remained  | 


there  until  the  spring  of  1858, when  he  located 
in  the  village  of  Kingston,  Meeker  county, 
and  was  there  engaged  in  carpentering,  teach- 
ing and  in  carryingon  the  fur  trade,  remain- 
ing at  this  most  of  the  time  until  the  war 
broke  out.   He  thus  became  personally  ac- 
quainted with  the  famous  Little  Crow,  the 
head  of  the  massacre  movement  in  1862,  and 
also  witli  the  chief  Shakopee,  buying  fur 
and  venison  at  various  times  of  both  these 
notables.    In   1859-60  Mr.  DeCoster  left 
Kingston  for  atrip  through  the  south,  going 
to  St.  Louis,  then  to  Cincinnati,  and  then 
Natchez,  Miss.,  where  he  had  charge  of  the 
boats  on  the  levee  for  a  time,   Froin  there 
he  went  to  New  Orleans;  then  Mobile;  and 
then  to  Montgomery,  Ala.,  on  the  same  boat 
that  carried  a  lot  of  Southern  planters  who 
were  on  their  way  to  attend  a  secession  con- 
vention.  After  spending  a  short  time  at 
Savannah,  Ga.,  Mr.  DeCoster,  returned  to  the 
North,  and  finally  drifted  to  his  old  home  in 
Buckfield,  Maine,  where  lie  remained  some 
two  weelcs,  and  then  returned  to  Kingston, 
Minn.   Shortly  after  the  war  broke  out,  on 
the  25th  of  September,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  Fourth  Minnesota  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  went  to  Fort  Abercrombie.  In 
the  spring  of  1862,  his  company  was  assigned 
to  the  Army  of  theWest  in  Tennessee.  On  the 
1st  of  January,  1863,  he  was  made  orderly 
sergeant  of  Company  A,  First  Battalion  Cav- 
ahy,  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade,  and  on  the 
8th  of  July,  in  the  samd  year,  he  was  j)Iaced 
in  command  of  Compan}'-  D,  as  Captain  and 
served  until  August  29,  1804.   The  business 
of  the  brigade  was  to  keep  the  Mississippi 
river  clear  of  Rebel  forces  wlio  fired  on 
transports,  one  of  the  most  dangerous  assign- 
ments in  the  service.    The  full  brigade  was 
carried  on  boats,  and  consisted  of  eight  ma- 
rine fleet  boats,  with  five  rams,  one  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  battalion  of  cavalry  and 
battery  besides  the  rams.   During  this  time 
Mr.  DeCoster  had  two  horses  shot  from  un- 
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der  him,  and  in  one  engagement  when  they 
were  surprised  by  800  of  tlie  enemy  in  the 
canebrake  the  company  had  seventy  horses 
shot  out  of  lYO.  The  night  previous  to  this 
action  they  learned  that  the  boat  "Bostona" 
had  been  burned  bj'  the  Eebels  at  Austin, 
Miss.  The  brigade  was  then  100  miles  off 
but  they  started  in  haste  and  arrived  at  that 
point  at  four  o'clock  the  following  morning. 
Mr.  DeCoster  was  ordered  to  take  ten  men 
and  go  into  the  countiy  in  search  of  the 
Eebels.  "When  four  miles  out  they  came  in 
sight  of  five  of  the  Rebels  and  captured  them. 
When  about  to  return  to  the  command  the 
major  of  the  brigade  came  up  and  they  were 
ordered  to  push  on,  which  they  did,  and  when 
they  had  proceetled  but  a  short  distance  they 
were  met  by  the  800  rebels,  and  all  hands  of 
the  Union  men  came  near  losing  their  lives. 
It  is  worthy  of  mention  that  their  flag-ship, 
The  Autocrat,  was  the  second  one  at  Viclcs- 
burg.  Mr.  DeOostet^continued  in  sei'viceon 
the  river,  participating  in  numerous  engage- 
ments, until  the  27th  of  August,  ISGi,  when 
he  was  mustered  out,  being  made  super- 
numerary by  the  consolidation  of  the 
brigade.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he 
remained  at  St.  Louis  for  some  four 
months  and  then  returned  to  Minnesota  and 
engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  trade  at 
Kingston.  This  he  conducted  until  18G8 
when  he  sold  out  and  became  interested  in  a 
flouring  mill  and  remained  in  that  until  the 
spring  of  1871,  being  justice  of  the  peace 
most  of  tlie  time  and  otherwise  taking  jj. 
prominent  and  active  interest  in  public  af- 
fairs. In  the  spring  of  1871  he  removed  to 
Litchfield  arid  again  embarked  in  the  general 
merchandise  ti-ade.  This  he  continued  until 
about  1879,  Avhen  he  changed  liis  line  and 
liandled  musical  insti'uments,  sewing  ma- 
chines and  notions.  In  1837  he  went  into 
the  jewelry  busijiess  and  now  handles  a  lino 
which  includes  jewelry,  musical  instruments, 
etc.    In  1872  he  was  elected  judge  of  pro- 


bate and  served  one  term,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  court  commissioner  most  of  the 
time.  He  has  also  taken  an  active  interest 
in  educational  matters  and  has  held  various 
oflices  on  the  school  board,  lie  has  also  been 
a  member  of  the  council  and  taken  an  active 
interest  in  all  public  matters  at  Litchfield. 
Mr.  DeCoster  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  having  joined  the  Golden  Fleece 
Lodge,  Ko.  89,  Avlien  it  Avas  located  at  Forest 
Cit3',  and  has  always  maintained  his  mem- 
bership, lie  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Eepublic,  and  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  first  post  organized 
at  Litciifield,  and  joined  the  present  post  soon 
after  it  was  organized,  and  is  identified  with 
the  "  Survivors  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  Earn 
Fleet  and  Marine  Brigade."  lie  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  dramatic  association,  and  was  its 
manager  for  some  two  years. 

Mr.  DeCoster  Was  married  in  the  sjiringof 
1871  to' Miss  MaryE.  Oampbell,  of  North 
Manchester,  Conn.  They  have  one  child — 
Esther  L.,  Avho  Avas  born  on  the  4th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1875.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  Mr.  DeCoster  has 
been  supermtendent  of  the  Sunday-school  of 
that  church  constantly  since  1871. 

JTOHN  McINTEEj^at  present  a  resident  of 
%  section  ^,  Manlinnali  township,  and  a 
leading  citizen  of  that  neighborhood,  was 
born  in  Ontario,  Canada,  on  the  15th  of 
August,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  Nicholas  and 
Margaret  (Clark)  Mclntee.  His  early  life 
was  spent  in  his  native  Dominion,  but  in 
1878  he  came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and 
settled  in  Manannah  townsiiip,  where  he  still 
lives.  lie  has  a  farm  of  ICO  acres,  witli  a 
good  share  of  it  under  cultivation,  and 
devotes  his  attention  to  general  farming  and 
stock  raising.  He  lias  been  very  succossful 
and  through  his  frugality  and  industry  is 
now  in  very  comfortable  circumstances. 
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Mr.  Mclntce  Avas  inarriecl  on  the  1st  of 
.Tune,  ISSO,  to  Mary  A.  Stewart,  and  their 
niarriage  has  been  blessed  with  tliree  cliil- 
dron,  named— "Williani  J.,  Mary,  and  Marga- 
ret, all  of  whoni  are  living  and  at  home. 
The  family  are  members  of  tlie  Catholic 
Oliurcli.  In  political  matters  Mr.  Mclntee's 
principles  are  independent  of  ]>art3',  and  he 
votes  for  the  man  rather  than  for  creed. 

Mr.  IMcIntee's  parents  were  born  in  Ire- 
land, and  both  of  tiiem  died  in  Canada.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Mclntee  was  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, and  died  in  Canada;  her  mother  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  and  now  lives  in  Meeker 
county. 

MEeNRY  J.  BOYNTON,  an  energetic 
and  prosperous  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Forest  City  township,  lives  upon 
section  IC,  where  he  settled  in  18G5.  lie  is 
engaged,  to  a  large  extent,  in  the  raising 
of  cattle,  and  for  a  man  of  his  years  is 
extremely  active  and  business  like,  for  he 
was  born  May  18,  1820.  Lincolnville, 
Penobscot  county,  Maine,  was  the  home  of 
his  parents,  Joremiali  and  Sarah  (Iliggins) 
Boynton,  at  the  time  of  his  birth.  Ilis  father 
was  born  in  Kennebec  county,  that  State, 
and  his  mother  at  Lincolnville"  The  former 
died  in  187C,  the  latter  in  1868. 
*'  The  subject  of  this  narrative  was  reared 
in  his  native  State,  and  until  he  was  eleven 
years  of  age,  attended  school  at  Bradley, 
Penobscot  county.  At  the  age  of  thirteen 
he  commenced  life,  lumbering  upon  the  rivers 
of  Maine,  and  followed  that  business  until 
ho  had  reached  the  age  of  forty-five  years. 
With  a  view  to  change  his  mode  of  life  he 
then  removed  westward  and  settled  in 
Meeker  count}^,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  has  been  connected  with  several 
of  the  town  offices  since  his  coming  here, 
and  merits  and  receives  the  warmest  esteem 
and  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


Upon  the  9th  of  August,  1841,  Mr.  Boyn- 
ton  and  Miss  Euth  Eaton,  pledged,  their 
mutual  vows  at  the  marriage  altar.  The 
lady  is  a  native  of  Is^ova  Scotia,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Guy  and  lA'dia  (Rockwell)  .Eaton. 
natives  of  Nova  Scotia,  who  had  moved  to 
the  above  province  some  time  before  the, 
birth  of  their  daughter.  By  this  union  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boynton  have  a  family  of  nine 
children,  as  follows:  Mary  Ann,  Avife  of 
Andrew  Gilchrist;  Albert,  in  Minneapolis; 
Lewyn,  Avho  married  Miss  Lizzie  Abbott,  and 
is  living  in  Eden  Valley ;  Louisa,  Mrs.  Wm. 
Peters;  Charles ;  Eldora,  the  wife  of  Kollin 
Thorp^  of  Wright  county;  Lizzie,  who 
married  Bev.  L.  L.  Tower,  and  is  living  at- 
Princeton,  this  State;  Alonzo,  residing  at 
home ;  and  Effie,  Mrs.  D.  Lounsberrj,  of  Man-  ■ 
annah  township. 

Mr.  Boynton  is  a  life-l«ng  democrat,  cast- 
ing his  first  vote  for  the  candidate  of  that 
party  in  1841.  He  and  his  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
he  has  occujiied  the  position  of  steward  and 
class  leader  in  that  denomination  for  some 
time,  and  Avas  quite  prominently  identified 
Avith  the  building  up  of  the  congregation  at 
Eorest  City. 

/^J^NE  OF  THE  enterprising  farmers  of 
Kingston  toAvnship  is  H.  Y.  Rdmsey. 
Avho  liA-es  on  section  8,  township^  l20,  range 
29  Avest,  Avhere  he  also  carries  dn  stock  rais- 
ing. He  is  a  native  of  Cortland  county,  N. 
Y.,  born  April  27,  1848,  and  is  the  son  of 
L.  H.  and  Mary  A.  (Vincent)  Eumsey,  Avho- 
came  to  Minnesota,  in  1868'  from  Wisconsin, 
Avhere  they  had  been  living  for  years,  and 
settled  in  Kingston,  Avhere  they  still  live. 
Our  subject  Avas  one  of  two  children  born  to 
his  parents,  his  sister  being  the  Avifo  of 
Nelson  Turner,  of  Avhom  a  sketch  is  given 
elseAvhere  in  this  Album. 
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The  subject  of  this  memoir  spent  his 
school  days  in  Fond  du  Lao  county,  Wis.,  and, 
until  attaining  his  majority,  assisted  his 
father  in  the  labor  of  carrying  on  the  farm. 
He  came  with  the  family  to  this  county, 
and,  after  coming  of  age,  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  upon  his  own  account,  tak- 
ing up  a  homestead,  where  he  now  lives,  and 
to  which  he  has  added  until  he  now  owns 
180  acres  of  fine  land.  He  was  married, 
New  Year's  day,  1873,  to  Miss  Anna  M. 
Kline,  a  native  of  Michigan,  born  in  Flint, 
Genesee  county,  October  18,  1849,  and 
daughter  of  James  A.  and  Ann  (Sliimin) 
Kline.  She  was  reared  and  educated  in 
"Winnebago  county.  III.,  whither  lier  parents 
had  moved  at  an  early  day,  and  came  to  tliis 
county  with  the  family.  A  biography  of 
her  father  appears  in  the  pages  of  this 
volume. 

By  their  union  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eumsey  are 
the  parents  of  one  child — Elton  K,,  born 
October  2G,  1878.  Mr.  Rumsey.is  a  democrat 
in  his  political  views,  and  usually  supports 
the  candidates  and  measures  of  that  organ- 
ization. He  is  the  present  treasurer  of  school 
district  No.  74.  and  has  held  that  office  since 
it  was  organized. 

'   •    'V*  ■pSSfHSRj'  "V"  ■ 

OHN  HURLEY,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Meeker  county,  and  one  of  its  repre- 
sentative men,  is  a  resident  of  Ellsworth 
township,  and  is  engaged  in  carrying  on  his 
farm  on  section  8.  He  came  here  in  1858, 
and  took  up  his  claim  where  lie  now  lives, 
and  there  remained  until  the  Indian  troubles 
of  1862.  During  those  fearful,  tragic 
days  he  left  her^i»i»ci->went  to  Fremont  and 
Clearwater,  an<f  from  tfienceljack  to  Kings- 
ton, and  from'  there,  finally,  to  what  is  now 
Darwin,  where  he  remained  some  two  years. 
He  then  returned  to  his  farm,  Avhere  he  has 
ever  since  made  his  l)ome.   His  original 


claim  consisted  of  some  160  acres,  but  he  now 
has  nearly  double  that  number  of  acres,  and 
his  fann  is  brought  to  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. 

Mr.  Hurley  is  a  native  of  that  "bright 
gem  of  the  "sea,"  Ireland,  boi-n  in  County 
Cork  in  the  year  1825,  and  is  the  son  of 
Dennis  and  Mary  ^Driscoll)  Hurley,  both  of 
whom  were,  also,  natives  of  the  Emerald 
Isle.  Dennis  Hurley  died  in  his  native  land 
in  1847,  and  his  widow  came  .to  the  United 
States  in  1864  or  1865,  and  after  a  stay  in 
New  York  and  Pittsburg,  came  to  Minne- 
apolis, and  from  thence  to  this  county,  where 
she  died  September  20,  1872.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  cljildren,  one  of  Avhoni 
died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Hurley^  of  whom  we  Avrite,  was  united 
in  marriage  in  February,  1854,  with  Miss  El- 
len White,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  May, 
1819,  and  who  came  to  America  with  her 
parents  in  1844,  and  settled  in  Pittsburg, 
Pa.  She  died  in  March,  1887,  having  been 
the  mother  of  four  children — ^Mary,  Ellen, 
Ann  and  John.  Mary  died  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  1857,  at  the  age  of  two  years  ;  John 
died  October  15, 1887,  of  typhoid  fever,  the 
othei-s  are  at  home  with  their  father. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hurley  is  entirely 
independent  of  party  lines,  and  non-partisan 
in  the  discharge  of  liis  elective  franchise. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  director  of  hi^ 
school  district,  and  takes  great  interest  in  all 
educational  work.  As  a  progressive,  enter- 
prising man  he  is  the  peer  of  any  in  the 
town. 

9 

RICK  W.  NELSON,  a  young  and  enter- 
prising  farmer  of  Dassel  township,  is 
also  engaged,  in  company  witli  N.  J.  Lind, 
in  carrying  on  the  saloon  business  in  the 
village  of  that  name.  He  is  a  native  of 
S«'eden,  born  among  its  beautiful  scenes 
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October  14,  1850,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter 
and  Mary  l^elson.  lie  came  to  America, 
wlien  but  twelve  years  of  age,  in  colnpany 
■with  his  parents,  who  took  up  railroad  land 
and  settled'  on  section  35,  Dassel  township, 
in  1868,  whei'e  tlie  father  of  our  subject  made 
his  home  until  overtaken  by  death  in  1883. 

Erick  remained  with  his  parents  upon  the 
family  homestead  imtil  their  death,  and 
then  came  to  the  village,  of  Dassel,  and  was 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  until  May, 
1886,  when  he  embarked  in  the  saloon  busi- 
ness, as  above  mentioned.  He  .is  carrying 
on  a  farm  of  sixty  acres,  a  portion  of  the 
parental  estate,  and  has  made  quite  a  success 
in  life  for  a  young  man.  Self-reliant,  with- 
out obstrusiveness,  and  straight  forward  in 
his  dealings,  he  is  bound  to  succeed  in  life, 
and  his  business  tact  will  insure  his  finan- 
cial elevation. 

JTOHN  PETERSON,  better  known  as  E. 
^  W.  Fetci-son,  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
of  Collinwood  township,  and  one  of  its  most 
enterprising  citizens,  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
born  October  IS,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of 
Peter  Johnson  and  his  wife,  Jennie  (Matson'j 
J ohnson.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  land,  and  was  an  inmate  of  his 
father's  house  until  he  had  attained  the  age 
of  thirty-eight.  December  25,  1850,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Olson, 
and  for  three  years  thereafter  made  his  home 
-with  the  old  folks.  Purchasing  a  timber 
farm,  he  tiien  took  up  his  residence  upon  it, 
and  made  it  his  home  until  1867,  clearing  off 
the  timber  and  cultivating  its  soil,  Avhen  ho 
sold  out  and  cmigi'ated  to  the  new  world  in 
search  of  a  home  in  the  land  of  the  free. 
Coming  to  Minnesota  on  landing,  he  at  first 
settled  in  Carver  county,  but  two  years  after 
removed  to  this  county  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  36,  CoUimvood  town- 


ship, where  he  now  lives.  All  of  the  im-. 
provements  upon  his  place  are  the  result  of 
his  own  energy  and  diligence,  and  are  a 
credit  to  his  industry. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peterson  are  the  parents  of 
six  children,  of  whom  the  foUoAving  is  the 
record — Jennie,  born  March  17,  1852,  mar- 
ried Paul  Anderson,  and  lives  in  Wright 
county ;  Olof ,  born  January  24, 1860,  mar- 
ried Miss  Betsy JLarsen,  and  resides  in  this 
township;  Martha,  born  August  24,  1854, 
and  is  the  Avife  of  B.  N.  Peterson,  of  Cokato, 
this  State;  John,  born  September  6,  1862; 
Peter,  who  was-  born  in  1857  and  died  in 
1859 ;  and  Peter,  born  in  1865  and  died  in 
1877.  Although  a  poor  man  when  he  came 
here,  Mr.  Peterson  has,  by  the  exercise  of 
excellent  judgment  and  hard  work,  placed 
himself  in  a  condition  of  comparative  comfort. 

NDREW  LARSON^  who  resides  on  sec- 
j^Il.  tion  16,  Litchfield  township,  is  one  of 
the  most  extensive  farmers  and  stock-raisers 
in  Meeker  county.  He  was  born  in  Sweden 
on  the  31st  of  Octob.er,  1843,  but  left  his 
native  land  with  his  parents,  John  and  Celia 
Larson,  and  came  to  America  in  1857.  The 
famil}'  came  direct  to  Meeker  county,  Minn., 
and  settled  on,  section  9,  Litchfield  township. 
Andrew  remained  with  his  parents  about  one 
year  thereafter,  and  theri,  voLwntarily  tiirew 
himself  on  his  own  resoiii'ces,  find  began  the 
struggle  of  life  alone,  Avprking  as  a  farm 
hand  at  shiall  monthly  wages.  When  the 
Indian  outbreak  came  he  was  yet  a  mere 
boy,  but  entered  into  the  contest  for  the  pro- 
tection of  life  and  property  with  the  spirit  of 
a  veteran.  On  that  fatal  Sunday,  August 
17,  1862,  he  Avas  at  a  gathering  of  citizens  of 
the  neighborhood  at  the  old  Ripley  post- 
office,  Avhere  they  were  discussing  the  matter 
of  securing  substitutes  to  go  into  the  army, 
when  the  news  came  of  the  killing  of  five 
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persons  at  Acton.  The  next  day  he  went 
over  to  the  scene  with  the  party  raised  for 
the  rescue  and  protection  of  the  people  in 
that  neighborhood.  Andrew  was  detailed, 
along  with  Andrew  Ingerman  to  go  to  lakes 
Lillian  and  Elizabeth  and  extend  the  alarm 
to  the  settlers  thereabouts.  At  fii-st  the  set- 
tlers were  loth  to  believe  the  story,  and  were 
with  difficulty  induced  to  flee  for  their  lives, 
Andrew  remained  with  the  garrison  at  Forest 
City  until  the  15th  of  September,  when  he 
was  sworn  into  the  State  service  with  the 
rest  of  the  original  company.  After  return- 
ing from  the  campaign  Avith  this  company  he 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  Mounted  Eangers 
of  the  United  States  service,  for  one  year, 
and  did  duty  on  the  frontier  during  the  time, 
protecting  settlere,  and  witnessed  many  evi- 
dences of  Indian  atrocity  and  brutality  that 
were  blood-curdling  and  heart-rending  in  the 
extreme,  and  also  participated  in  several  en- 
gagements with  the  red  skins.  In  the  fall 
of  1863  he  Avas  honorably  discharged  from 
this  service,  and  in  August,  1864,  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  Eleventh  Minnesota  Infantry, 
and  remained  in  the  service  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  The  regiment  was  first  assigned  to 
the  Second  Army  Corps,  but  was  subse- 
quently ordered  to  Nashville  to  assist  General 
Thomas  in  resisting  Hood's  great  Tennessee 
raid.  The  regiment  was  engaged  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Nashville,  and  afterward  did  patrol 
duty  -on  the  Nashville  «fe  Chattanooga  rail- 
road. On  the  26th  of  J" une,  18C5,  Mr.  Larson 
was  mustered  out  of  service,  and  on  return- 
ing home  took  an  eighty-acre  homestead  and 
at  once  began  improving  it. 
-  In  1868  Andrew  Larson  was  nicarried  to 
Anna  Larson,  daughter  of  Peter  Larson, 
whose  farm  adjoined  tlie  homestead  belong- 
ing to  Andrew's  father.  Anna  Larson  was 
born  on  the  6tli  of  January,  1849.  Their 
marriage  has  been  blessed  with  four  children, 
all  of  Avhom  are  living  at  home.  Their 
names  are  Alice  E.,  Edward  A.,  Oliarlotte 


M.,  and  Harry  J.  Mi,  Larson  has  taken  a 
commendable  interest  in  Mic  matters,  and 
has  held  various  offices  of  a  (cai  character 
he  has  held  the  office  of  coj. stable  for  about 
sixteen  j'^ears,  doing  duty  in  somo  of  the- 
most  trying  times  in  tlio  liistory  of  the- 
county.  His  industry  and  careful  manage- 
ment have  enabled  him  to  acquire  a  good 
share  of  this  world's  goods,  and  he  is  now 
well  off.  He  owns  a  farm  of  oyer  a  thousand 
acres,  most  of  whicli  is  under  .cultivation. 

MLON.  MICHAEL  J.  FLYNN,  Among- 
JKL  the  honored  citizens  of  the  village  of 
Litchfield  there  are  very  few  that  hold  the 
place  in  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  com- 
munity to  the  degree  that  Mr.  Flynn  does. 
Closely  connected  witli  tlie  business*  and 
social  life  of  the  place,  an  honored  and  rep- 
resentative pioneer  citizen  of  Meeker  county^ 
and  the  talented  and  Avorthy  recipient  of  leg- 
islative laurels  bestowed  by  this  peo])le,  \W 
occupies  a  prominent  place  in  its  annals. 

Mr.  Flynn  is  a  native  of  Kane  county, 
111.,  born  August  15, 1840,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Ann  (Lynch)  Flynn,  natives  of 
Ireland.  Ilis  parents  came  to  America  about. 
1836,  and  were  married  at  Chicago,  111. 
From  there  they  moved  to  Kane  county, 
111.,  where  they  resided  many  years.  In' 
185G,  he  came  to  Meeker  county  with  his-, 
parents  who  settled  in  Forest  City  township. 
In  1859  tiie  father  died  and  Miciiaol,  although 
but  nineteen  yoai-s  of  ago,  took  upon  him- 
self the  management  of  the  farm  and  the- 
support  of  the  family,  but  being  endowed 
witli  a  strong  will  and  excellent  judgment, 
felt  conii)otent  to  grapple  with  the  responsi- 
bilities of  tlie  situation.  During  tlio  dread- 
ful days  of  the  Indian  massacre  in  1802,  ho 
found  liis  hands  full  in  endeavoring  to  pro- 
tect his  charge,  and  tlie  stock,  from  the  red 
fiends  who  were  wasting  tlje  boi'der  with. 
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tomaliawlf,  rifle  and  torch.  His  home  duties 
prevented  his  joining  "Whitcomb's  Irregu- 
lars," but  wJien  tlie  occasion  oflered  he  was 
not  bacitward  in  volunteering  to  assist  in 
helping  those  more  exposed  than  themselves, 
and  incurred  many  perils  in  the  discharge  of 
Iiis  duty.  On  one  occasion,  when  out  with  a 
party  who  left  the  stockade  at  Forest  City  on 
■one  of  their  many  erran,ds  of  mercy,  the  little 
band  was  assaulted  by  a  host  of  the  ruthless, 
Ted-handed,  murdering  Sioux,  and  forced  to 
flee  for  their  lives.  This  was  the  famous  expe- 
dition that  was  driven  back  by  over  300  Indi- 
-ans  to  the  fortifications  they  had  erected, 
with  the  loss  of  one  horse  and  wagon  that 
had  stuck  fast  in  the  mud  of  a  slough.  In 
November,  1863,  Mr.  Flynn'g  domestic 
:arrangements  permitting  his  absence,  he 
•enlisted  in  Company  D,  Second  Minnesota 
CaviClry,  and  joined  General  Sully's  column 
on  the  Missouri  river,  and  participated  with 
the  regiment  in  all  the  engagements  upon 
the  frontier,  the  regiment  having  been 
assigned  for  that  duty  on  account  of  being 
•cavalry.  He  remained  in  the  service  until 
November  or  December,  1805,  Avhen,  being 
honorably  discharged,  he  returned  to  the 
farm,  where  he  made  his  home,  engaged  in 
agi'icultural  pui-suits  until  18Y0,  when  he 
•came  to  Litchfield  and  took  charge  of  the 
lumber  yard  belonging  to  Chauncey  Butler. 
"Three  years  he  remained  in  that  position, 
but  in  18Y3  purchased  the  lumber  yard  of  J. 
n.  Mori'is,  Avhich  he  carried  on  alone  until 
ISYi,  when  his  brother  Daniel  joined  him 
.and  the  present  firm  was  formed.  They 
added  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements  to 
their  business,  a  branch  which  they  still  pui'- 
:sue,  having  disposed  of  their  lumber  inter- 
•ests  in  1878,  ly^it  still  carry  everything  in  the 
way  of  farm  machinery.  In  1880  the  broth- 
•ers  purchased  the  Butler  elevator  and  do' 
about  the  heaviest  grain  trade  in  Litchfield, 
handling  about  175,000  bushels  of  Avheat  per 
.annum.    In   addition  to   his  mercantile 


engagements,  Mr.  Flynn  has  a  farm  of  480/ 
acres  of  fine  land  in  Ilarvey  township,  where 
he  carries  on,  quite  extensively,  the  raising  of 
stock. 

Our  subject  has  always  held  a  prominent 
place  in  the  official  history  of  Meeker  county, 
and  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
its  people.  In  1867  he  served  upon  the 
board  of  county  commissioners,  and,  appre- 
ciating his  worth  in  1884,  he  was  elected  to 
the  State  Legislature  and  served  in  the 
House  during  the  session  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Assembly.  When  the  city  of  Litch- 
field came  under  its  new  charter  in  1887,  he 
Avas  chosen  its  first  mayor.  He  has  large 
interests  in  the  woolen  mill,  and  is  the  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  same; 
is  a  member  of  the  Frank  Daggett  Post,  Q. 
A.  R.  ;  of  Father  Mathew's  Total  Absti- 
nence Society,  and  a  leading  and  influential 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Flynn  and  Miss  Frances  Campbell 
were  united  in  marriage  February  8, 1869. 
The  lady  is  a  native  of  Kane  county,  111.,  and 
sister  of  lion.  "William  M.  Campbell,  the 
United  States  Marshal  of  this  district.  By 
this  union  there  have  been  born  six  children — 
John,  who  is  a  student'  at  the  college  at 
Notre  Dame,  Ind. ;  Louise,  Elizabeth, 
Marv,  Frances  and  Edward  William. 

M  LFRED  J.  JOHNSON,  a  successful 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  residing  on 
section  16,  Danielson  township,  is  one  of  the 
most  pi'ominent  citizens  of  the  township  in 
which  he  lives.  He  is  a  son  of  Isaac  and 
Hannah  Ogren,  and  was  born  in  Sweden,  on 
the  23d  of  September,  1853.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  with  his  parents,  in  1870,  and 
the  family  made  their  way  directly  to 
Meeker  county,  Minn,,  where  they  settled 
upon  £wforty-acre  homestead  on  section  20,  in 
Danielson  township.   Alfred  made  his  home 
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with  his  parents,  working,  in  the  mean  time, 
for  different  parties,  until  1880,  when  he  pur- 
chased a  portion  of  his  present  farm.  Times 
were  very  hard  during  the  early  days  of  their 
settlement  here,  and  money  was  scarce,  an 
incident  of  which  is  the  fact  that  at  one  time, 
when  they  wanted  to  mail  a  letter,  it  took  all 
the  money  that  three  of  them  had  to  buy  a 
three-cent  stamp.  Alfred  did  a  good  deal  of 
trapping  in  those  days,  and  in  the  fall,  after 
frost  set  in,  he  Avalked  to  Forest  City  bare- 
footed, and  carried  500  rat  skins.  With  the 
proceeds  he  purchased  a  pair  of  shoes,  some 
sugar,  coffee,  etc.,  and  felt  quite  rich  when 
he  arrived  home  with  seventy-five  cents  in  his 
pocket.  The  loss  of  crops  in  ISTY,  from  the 
depredations  of  the  grasshoppers,  made  times 
still  harder,  as  they  only  saved  forty-five 
bushels,  after  planting  100.  A  laughable 
incident  is  told  of  the  days  when  Alfred  de- 
voted a  good  deal  of  his  time  to  trapping. 
He  had  a  partner,  and  one  day  they  set  a 
trap  in  the  side  of  a  hill  for  the  purpose  of 
catching  whatever  might  come  along.  The 
next  day  the  partner  went  to  discover  and 
bring  in  whatever  might,  have  found  its  way 
to  the  hole.  He  crawled  into  the  aperture, 
and  was  just  about  to  puU  the  trap  out  when 
a  skunk,  which  had  got  fast,  opened  hostil- 
ities with  most  excellent  aim  at  his  face. 
The  partner  beat  a  hasty  retreat,  while  the 
fun  of  the  joke  was  all  on  Alfred's  part. 

Alfred  J.  Johnson  was  married  on  the  Yth 
of  December,  1881,  to  Esther  Hoimgren,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Holmgren,  whr» 
was  born  October  16, 18G2.  They  have  been 
blessed  with  the  following  children — Gustaf 
Edward,  born  September  24,  1883;  Edith 
Evolina,  born  June  25,  1885;  and  Walter 
William,  born  September  30,  1886.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Johnson  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Mr.  Johnson  now  has  a  splendid 
farm  of  260  acres,  a  good  shave  of  which  is 
under  cultivation,  and  he  devotes  his  time  to 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.   In  addi- 


tion to  his  farming  operations,  he  has  for  the 
last  fourteen  yeai"s  run  a  horse-power 
thresher,  and  during  the  last  two  years'has' 
run  a  steam  thresher.  In  political  matters  he' 
is  a  republican,  and  he  hastalienan  active  in- 
terest in  all  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of 
his  township.  lie  has  held  various  offices  of 
a  local  nature,  among  which  are  the  follow- 
ing :  justice  of  the  peace,  six  years ;  super- 
visor, two  years,  and  school  clerk,  one  year.. 

Mrs.  Johnson's  parents  are  living  in  Acton. 
Alfred's  parents  reside  on  section  20,  Dan- 
ielson  township.  He  has  two  half-brothers 
living  in  Meeker  county  —  Andrew,  who' 
keeps  a  hotel  at  Litchfieltl,  and  Joim,  a  res- 
ident of  Danielson. 

i^HARLES  jyicALOON,  a  respected  and 
^^2^  well-to-do  farmer,  residing  on  section^ 
2,  Harvey  township,  is  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  was  born  in  1835.  His  fatlier  died  in 
his  native  land,  and  in  1853  he  started  for- 
America  with  his  motljcr,  arriving  at  J3oston 
on  the  19th  of  May.  He  went  direct  tO' 
Lowell,  Mass.,  where  he  was  employed  in 
the  factories  for  fourteen  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  started  for  Meeker  county, 
Minn,,  and  upon  his  arrival,  after  stopping* 
for  one  night  at  Forest  City,  he  settled  in 
Manannah  township,  where  he  lived  for 
about  six  months.  He  tlien  took  a  home- 
stead in  what  is  now  Forest  Prairie  town- 
ship, and  lived  there  until  May,  1874,  when 
he  again  settled  in  Manannah  township.  On 
the  4th  of  October,  1885,  he  settled  on  sec- 
tion 2,  in  Ilarvey  townsliip,  Avhere  he  still 
lives.  He  has  a  valuable  fai'm,  a  large,  com- 
fortable residence  and  other  substantial  farm 
improvements.  Mr.  McAloon's  mother  died 
while  he'was  living  at  Lowell,  Mass. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1871,  our  subject 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  McQuadc,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  with  nine  chil- 
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dren,  as  follows — John  F.,  born  July  2, 
1ST2,  (lied  July  20,  1873,  and  buried  in  For- 
est City  cemetery ;  Cliarles  II.,  born  Decem- 
ber T,  1873;  an  infant,  born  July  6,  1874, 
died  at  birth ;  Matthew  E.,  born  November 
C),  187G;  Eosella,  born  November  11,  1878; 
Mary  C,  born  October  30,  1880;  Alice  A., 
born  September  18,  1882;  Hannah  E.,  born 
May  15,1884;  Catharine  A.,  born  October 
12,  ISSG,  died  February  10,  1887,  and  buried 
in  ]\Ianannah  cemetery.  Mrs.  McAloon's 
parents  were  both  natives  of  Ireland.  Iler 
mother  died  in  her  native  land,  and  the 
father  is  Jiow  living  in  Swift  county,  Minn. 

Mr.  ]\[cAloon  and  wife  are  exemplary  and 
ioctive  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  In 
political  affairs  Mr.  McAloon  does  not  follow 
•the  arbitrary  dictation  of  any  party,  but  acts 
in  an  independent  manner.  lie  owes  all  his 
prosperity  to  his  own  industry  and  frugality, 
as  he  started  in  the  world  without  a  dollar, 
but  the  same  habits  of  thrift,  economy  and 
.energy  which  characterize  the  natives  of  the 
Emerald  Isle,  have  been  successful  in  his 
^asc,  and  he  is  now  Avell  off  in  this  world's 
goods.  lie  owns  400  acres  of  land,  a  good 
tshare  of  which  is  under  cultivation,  and  he 
has  the  place  well  stocked. 

n^ERSVEND  S.  THORP  is  one  of  the 
many  thrifty  and  substantial  farmere 
of  Acton  township.  He  was  born  in  Norway 
on  the  18th  of  January,  1841,  and  is  the  son 
•of  Sovert  and  Brynnil  Thorp.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  in  186C,  and  settled  first 
in  Goodhue  count}'',  Minn.,  where  he  remained 
for  a  short  time  at  worlc  for  different  parties; 
•then  went  to  Minneapolis  and  drifted  around 
from  one  business  to  another,  and  from  place 
to  place,  until  18G8,  when  he  came  to  Meeker 
county  and  took  a  homestead  of  eight}'  acres 
•on  section  8,  in  Acton  toAvnship,  where  he 
-has  since  lived.   He  has  added  to  his  home- 


stead, and  now  has  a  farm  of  270  acres,  well' 
stocked  and^  improved,  and  has  fine  farm 
buildings.  Mr.  Thorp  was  a  poor  man  when 
he  came  to  America,  but  the  industry  and 
economy,  so  characteristic  of  his  country- 
men, have  been  successful  in  his  case,  and  he 
is  now  well-off. 

Mr.  Thoii>  was  married  in  July,  1869,  at 
Acton,  to  Miss  Bereth  Malvig,  They  have 
had  the  following  children — Ole,  born  August 
23,  1870,  died  same  day ;  Kegine,  born 
December  9,  1871,  died  March  11,  1877; 
Severt,  born  August  17,  1873,  died  in  Octo- 
ber, 1877;  Severt,  born  August  5,  1874; 
Pauline,  born  December  18, 1876,  died  same 
day;  Bertha,  born  April  12,  1879,  died  in 
September,  1879 ;  and  Olena,  born  January 
31,  1884.  In  political  matters,  Mr.  Thorp  is 
a  republican,  and  in  religious  affairs  the 
family  are  members  of  the  Norwegian  Luth- 
eran Church.  Mr.  Thorp  devotes  his  atten- 
tion to  diversified  farming  and  stock-raising. 
He  has  met  with  some  reverses,  but  nothing 
of  a  very  serious  character,  except  during 
the  grasshopper  raids,  \vhen  he  lost  about 
half  his  crops, 

J^RANK  NELSON^  one  of  the  represent- 
JP^  ative  y.oung  farmers  of  Cosmos  town- 
ship, has  his  hom'e  upon  section  16,  where  he 
now  owns  some  200  acres  of  fine  land.  This 
place,  or,  rather,  160  acres  of  it,  he  purchased 
in  1886,  it  being  school  land.  To  it  he  has 
since  added  forty  acres  more,  and  has  some 
115  acres  of  it  under  cultivation.  His  dwell- 
ing, etc.,  which  he  erected  in  1887,  are  of  an 
excellent  character,  and  the  whole  place  man- 
ifests the  thrift  and  care  of  its  owner. 

Mr.  Nelson,  who  is  the  son  of  Swan  and 
Louisa  Nelsonj  was  born  in  Goodhue  county 
March  2,  1864,  and'  came  to  Meeker  county 
with  his  parents  on  the  .2Gth  of  September, 
1876.    The  family  located  in  the  town  of 
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Litchfield,  where  our  subject  remained  until 
coming  here.  June  10,  188Y,  he  and  Miss 
Mary  Peterson  were  united  in  marriage,  and 
took  up  the  duties  of  life  upon  their  farm. 

Our  subject  has  always  manifested  consid- 
erable interest  in  all  town  and  educational 
matters,  and  since  coming  here  has  been 
intrusted  with  the  office  of  clerk  of  school 
district  No.  81. 

JTOHN  CARNEY,  the  able  representative 
^  •  of  tlie  hardware  trade  at  Eden  Valley, 
came  to  that  village  iu  the  fall  of  1886,  and 
the  next  spring  established  his  present  busi- 
ness. In  addition  to  the  usual  lines  handled, 
he  gives  a  share  of  his  attention  to  farm  ma- 
chinery and  pumps. 

Mr.  Oarney  is  a  native  of  Eutland  county, 
Vt.,  born  February  lY,  185G,  and  a  son  of 
Jeremiah  and  Catherine  (McConnell)  Cjirneyj^ 
natives  of  Ireland  and  Vermont,  respectively. 
When  our  subject  was  only  about  four  years 
of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Eice  county, 
Minn.,  where  they  settled  on  a  farm.  In  the 
spring  of  18Y8  they  moved  to  Chippewa 
county  and  took  a  homestead  and  timber 
claim,  where  they  still  live.  In  Eioe  county 
John  Oarney  grew  up,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  the  vicinity. 
He  made  his  home  with  his  parents,  and 
learned  the  blacksmith's  trade.  In  1886  he 
came  to  Eden  Valley  and  opened  a  smithj--,  but 
the  next  spring  commenced  dealing  in  hard- 
ware, which  business  he  still  follows. 

^^g^ILTON  GORTON.  Foremost  among 
i^I^L  the  old  pioneera  of  Meeker  county, 
who  yet  remain  here,  is  the  gentleman  who 
is  the  subject  of  this  memoir.  Coming  here 
in  185Y,  the  second  year  of  the  county's  ex- 
istence, he  has,  more  or  less,  been  identiiied 


with  its  history,  ever  since.  lie  is  a  resident 
of  the  town  of  Forest  City,  on  his  farm  on 
section  29  and  30,  which  he  preempted  oh 
his  arrival  in  this  locality. 

Mr.  Gorton  was  born  in  th6  county  of 
Steuben,  N.  Y.,  May  22,  1822,  and  is  tlic  son 
of  Silas  and  Betsey  (Sprino;')  Gortoiy  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  the  "  Empire  State." 
He  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children 

born  to  his  parents,  the  othoi-s  being  

Horatio,  Betsey,  Jane,  Stephen  D.,  Ehnira, 
Hiram,  William  and  Milo.  lililo,  a  member 
of  a  New  York  Kegiment,  was  killed  at  the 
buttle  of  Resaca,  Ga. 

Our  subject  is  the  grandson  of  Peleg 
Gorton,  one  of  the  six  proprietors  of  Tainted 
Post,  N.  Y.,  and  Avas  reared  in  that  vicinity, 
and  tliere  i-eceived  the  elements  of  a  common 
sciiool  education.  On  the  3d  of  July, 
1859,  he  was  united  in  mari-iagc  witli  Miss 
Harriett  C.  Marks,  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  also. 

At  tlie  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak,  ]k[r. 
.Gorton's  wife  and  he  took  refuge  in  Forest 
City,  and  upon  the  memorable  moi-ning  of 
the  23d  of  August,  when  noarly  everybody 
had  fled  from  the  county,  Milton  Gorton 
wsis  one  of  the  little  band  of  heroes  who 
2'emained  to  niiiko  a  stand  at  Forest  City,  in 
defense  of  their  homes,  as  detailed  in  the 
history  of  the  massacre  iu  tliis  volume.  Mr. 
Gorton  lost  heavily  by  these  troubles,  the 
Sioux  burning  his  house  and  its  contents,  and 
destroying  everything  else  tluit  they  could 
-about  the  place.  lie  has,  however,  fully 
recovered  from  the  setback",  and  is  one  of 
tlielarge  laud  owners  and  prosperous  funnel's 
of  the  count}'-,  owning  over  a  full  section  of 
some  of  the  best  kind  in  the  town  of  Forest 
City. 

Mr.  Gorton,  having  no  children  of  his 
own,  adopted  Ida  A.  Fcrgci'son,  when  she 
Wiis  but  live  years  of  ago.  Slie  was  born 
April  17, 1873,  and  is  the  (iauglitor  of  George 
Fergerson. 
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Our  subject  is  a  stanch  republican  in  his 
political  views,  but  has  had  but  little  desire 
for  political  preferment,  although  he  has,  at 
times,  been  induced  to  accept  several  town 
offices. 

£OHN  BIRCH.,  of  the  firm  of  Birch  & 
Nelson,  Litchfield,  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
1  August  21, 1840,  and  is  the  son  of  An- 
drew and  Martha  (Johnson)JBm2ll.  He  re- 
mained in  his  native  land  until  1868,  when, 
with  a  natural  wish  to  better  his  financial 
condition,  he  bade  adieu  to  the  old  world  and 
sought  in  America  a  new  home.  He  had 
served  a  long  apprenticeship  in  the  land  of 
his  birth,  to  the  trade  of  tailor,  and  on  land- 
ing on  these  shores,  worked  at  journey  work 
in  that  trade  in  the  city  of  St.  Paid,  whither 
ho  had  come,  until  1880,  when  he  removed 
to  Litchfield,  and  in  company  with  Andrew 
Nelson,  founded  the  business  now  represented 
by  Mr,  Birch  and  Easmus  Nelson,  trading 
under  the  firm  name  of  Birch  &  Nelson,  in 
the  clothing  and  gentTTiirnisliing  goods 
line.  Mr.  Birch  is  a  member  of  the  I.  0. 
0.  F.,  having  joined  that  order  while  in  St. 
Paul. 

Mr.  Birch  was  married  January  4, 18T3,  to 
]\[iss  Sarah  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  Olaf 
Johnson,  of  tiiis  county,  and  a  native  of 
Sweden.  Tliey  have  three  children— Aman- 
da Elizabeth,  Ella  Hannah  and  Horace  John. 

PETER  SANGREEN,  a  hard-working  and 
industrious  farmer,  living  on  section  9, 
CoUimvood  township,  was  born  in  Sweden  in 
1856,  and  is  the  son  of  Andrew  Peter  and 
Eve  Anderson.  "When  he  was  about  sixteen 
years  of  age' he  left  his  native,  sliores  and 
emigrated  to  America,  and  located  in  St. 
Louis  county,  Minn.    For  three  years  there 


he  was  employed  in  railroad  work,  and  then 
came  to  Collinwood,  where  his  parents  had 
come,  that  year,  ISYG,  and  took  up  his  home 
beneath  their  roof.  One  year  later  he  rented 
a  farm,  upon  which  he  carried  on  the  avoca- 
tion of  a  farmer,  and  then  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  where  he  now  lives.  The  neat 
improvements  in  the  way  of  house,  granary, 
stable,  etc.,  have  all  been  erected  by  himself, 
and  he  is  in  a  fair  Way  to  achieve  success  in 
life  through  energy,  industry  and  frugality. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  town  clerk  five 
years;  chairman  of  the  board  of  supervisors 
one  year ;  side  supervisor  two  years,  and  the 
responsible  position  of  county  commissioner 
for  two  years,  and  always  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  honor  to  the  judgment- of  those  who 
placed  him  in  those  capacities. 

Mr.  Sangreen  Avas  united  in  marriage 
March  6, 1880,  with  Miss  Caroline  Dohlman^ 
a  native  of  Sweden,  born  August  5, 1858, 
and  daughter  of  Olaf  and  Caroline  Dohlman. 

JTOHN  S.  LARSON^  a  prominent  citizen 
%  of  Dassel  village,  is  engaged  in  the 
retail  liquor  business.  ■  Born  in  Vaermlan, 
Sweden,  March  24,  185Y,  he  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Mary  Larson,  natives  of  Sweden. 
He  came  to  Meeker  county  with  his  parents 
in  18Y0,  when  he  was  about  twelve  years  of 
age.  The  family  settled  upon  a  farm  in 
section  30,  Dassel  township,  where  his  par- 
ents still  live. 

Jolm  remained  at  home,  assisting  his  father 
in  the  labors  incident  to  farm  life,  until  1874, 
when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis  &  Manitoba  Eailroad,  at  St. 
Paul,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a  couple 
of  years.  In  1879  he  returned  to  this  county 
and  settled  at  the  village  of  Dassel,  where  he 
entered  the  service  of  Andrew  Linguist,  as 
bartender,  and  fulfilled  the  dhties  of  that 
position  until  1882.   In  the  latter  year  he 
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entered  into  a  proprietorship  with  John 
Thomas,  in  the  same  line,  but  shortly  after 
J.  H.  Remick,  having  bought  out  Mr.  Thomas, 
the  firm  of  Eemick_&  Larson  was  formed. 
In  February,  1883,  their  place  of  business 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  our  subject  lost 
his  entire  stock  of  clothes,  except  those  he 
had  on  and  considerable  of  his  stock  in  trade. 
At  once,  in  company  with  J.  II.  Eemick.and 
Thomns  Gallagher,  he  commenced  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Dassel  house,  but  before  its  com- 
pletion Mr,  Larson,  sold  out  his  interest  in 
the  hotel,  only  reserving  the  saloon  part, 
where  he  now  carries  on  the  business. 

Mr.  Larson  was  married,  in  1883,  to  Miss 
Emma  J.  Bunting,  who  was  called  away 
by  death  May  31,  1885,  leaving  without  a 
mother's  love  and-  care,  their  little  girl,  Ella 
May. 

/^iLA  NELSONj  a  thrifty  and  successful 
farmer,  who  resides  on  section  36, 
Litchfield  township,  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
born  October  9,  1848.  His  father,  Nels 
Swanson,  was  born  in  Sweden  in  1822,  and 
died  in  Meeker  county  in  1875,  having  settled 
here  in  18Y2.  Ola's  mother,  Hannah  Swan- 
son,  was  born  in  1819,  came  to  America  in 
1871,  and  died  in  1884. 

Ola  Kelson  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1866,  and  in  1869  he  located  on  section  36, 
Litchfield  townsliip.  Meeker  county,  Minn., 
where  he  has  since  lived.  During  that  tinje 
he  has  continually  followed  farming,  and  has 
been  reasonably  successful,  notwithstanding 
the  reverses  which  he  has  met,  including  the 
destruction  of  his  crop  two  seasons  by  grass- 
hoppers and  hail,  and  the  burning  of  his 
residence,  with  all  its  contents,  March  2, 
1873. 

In  1878  Mr.  Nelson  was  married  to  Ellen 
Ilawkinson,  a  daughter  of  Hogan  Peterson. 
Their  marriage  has  beelf  blessed  with  four 


children — Amanda,  Mary,  Alice  and  Anna. 
Mr.  Kelson  has  a  valuable  farm  and  devotes 
his  attention  to  stock  raising  and  general 
farming. 

WILLIAM  ROACH,  an  enterprising, 
industrious  and  energetic  fanner 
of  Forest  Prairie  township,  living  upon  sec- 
tion 4,  is  the  son  of  !Micliael  J.  and  Sarah  J. 
("VVynn')  Roach,  a  sketch  of  whom  is  given 
elsewhere  in  the  pages  of  this  volume.  "Will-  . 
iam  was  born  in  Cass  county, -Indiana,  July 
1,  1848,  and  received  his  earlier  schooling  in 
that  locality.  In  1866  he  came  to  this  county 
with  his  parents  and  passed  his  time  l)etween 
that  and  his  majority  in  attending  school  and 
in  assisting  his  father  to  carry  on  the  farm. 
About  the  year  1 871  he  commenced  the  bat- 
tle of  life  for  himself,  engaging  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits  upon  the  place  where  he  now 
resides,  and  where  he  has  met  with  merited 
success. 

Mr.  Roach  was  united  in  marriage  Febi'U- 
ary  26,  1871,  with  ]\[iss  Matilda  Kisingcr. 
The  lady  is  a  native  of  Fulton  county,  Ind., 
and  daughter  of  lAx.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Kising- 
er.  ller  mother  is  among  those  who  have 
gone  to  their  rest  in  die  land  of  th6  blest ; 
but  her  father  is  still  living.  By  this  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Roach  have  a  family  of  eight 
children  — Matilda,  Emma,  Henry,  Rosa, 
Nettie,  AVilliam,  Monroe,  all  living  at  homo, 
and  George  and  John  deceased. 

]\[r.  Roach  is  a  democrat  politically,  and  has 
served  in  some  of  the  local  oiHces  in  this  town- 
ship. Ho  is  a  veteran  of  the  late  Avar,  enlist- 
ing in  1862  in  the  Twenty-first  Indiana 
Heavy  Artillery,  but  Avas  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service,  after  a  short  term, 
and  returned  to  his  home. 

In  regard  to  his  pioneer  life  here,  iMr. 
Roach  writes — "When  I  first  came  to  tlii.s 
county,  in  1867, 1  got  my  living  by  hunting 
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and  trapping.  In  1871  I  threw  down  the 
gun  and  trap  and  went  to  farming.  About 
the  iirst  nioney  I  earned  I  carried  a  bushel  of 
potatoes  from  Forest  City  for  WiJh"ani  M. 
Abbott." 

TOHN  OLSOiy,  a  steady,  thrifty  farmer 
^  of  Kingston  townshiii,  came  to  Meeker 
county  in  1SG8,  and  took  a  homestead  of 
eiglity  acres  of  land  on  section  3i,  where  he 
noAv  hves.  He  was  born  in  Sweden,  Novem- 
ber 8,  1830.  In  18G5  he  determined  to  seek 
in  the  new  world  his  fortune,  and  emigrated 
thither,  landing  at  New  York,  but  came  at 
once  West  and  was  engaged  at  various  kinds 
of  labor  in  St.  Paul,  Stillwater  and  in  the 
pinery,  until  he  came  to  this  county.  lie  is 
the  son  of  Ole  and  Anna  Flink,  the  former  of 
Avhomwas  always  a  farmer.  Our  subject 
was  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  but  he  is 
the  only  survivor. 

^[r.  Olsoii  was  married  to  Miss  Sabrina 
Olson,,  by  Rev.  Jolin  L.  Fasig,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  si.K  children— Selina,  born 
November  5,  18T0;  Obenius,  born  August 
31, 1872;  Alva  Josia,  born  August  24,  1874; 
Johan  Adolph,  born  ]\ray  23,  1870 ;  Ililma, 
born  March  20,  1878,  and  Caleb  Sethur,  born 
September  30,  1881.  This  was  Mr.  Olson's 
second  marriage,  he  having  Avedded  Miss 
Josephine  Peterson,  at  Stockholm,  Sweden, 
but  she  died  after  about  eighteen  months' 
time.  Mr.  Olson  and  his  family  are  zealous 
members  of  the  Missionary  Church  at  Kings- 
ton.  In  politics  he  is  a  republican. 

Et^lCHAEL  LOVETT,  deceased,  was  at 
_^Jra..  one  tuno  a  ])roniinonfc  citizen  of 
Maniuiiiah  towuKhip.  IIo  was  a  native  of 
Ooiinty  Oavan,  Ireland,  and  came  to  the 
ih\\W\  Htatoa  about  tlio  year  IS'lS,  and 


located  in  the  city  of  Boston,  Mass.  Two 
years  later  he  ,went  to  the  State  of  New 
York,,  where  he  also  lived  for  about  two 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Canada. 
That  Dominion  was  his  home  for  about 
eighteen  years,  and  then,  in  1870,  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Meeker  county,  Minn., 
and  located  on  a  farm  in  Avhat  is  now  Manan- 
nah  township,  where  he  remained  until  the 
time  of  his  death,  on  the  29th  of  April,  1879. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Bridget  Fanley^  who 
still  survives  him.  They  hid  a  family  of 
nine  children,  five  girls  and  four  boys,  whose 
names  were  as  follows— Bridget,  Alice,  Peter, 
Catherine,  Mary,  Ann,  John,  Michael  and 
James.,  All  of  the  children  are  still  living, 
exce])t  Mary  and  Alice.  The  widow  still 
carries  on  the  i)lace,  which  consists  of  eighty 
acres  of  land.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church,  and  holds  the  respect  of  all  who 
know  her. 

James  Lovett^a  son  of  Michael,  who  oxvns 
forty  acres  of  land  in  the  township  of  Manan- 
nah,  was  born  in  Canada  on  the  13th  of 
November,  1SG5,  and  still  resides  with  his 
mothei'.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church,  and  in  politinal  niattei-s  he  acts 
independently  of  party  creed,  and  votes  for 
the  man  rather  than  party. 

^MlBERT  VITZTHUM  VON  ECK- 
STAEDT.  of  Litchfield,  was  'born~m 
Prussia,  Germany,  in  1845,  and  is  the  son  of 
Frederic  and  Louisa  (]^Ianns)  von  Eckstaedt. 
His  father  was  a  ca^jtain  in  the  army  of  Prus^ 
sia,  and  served  in  the  wars  of  Napoleon. 
Later  in  his  life  he  was  the  occupant  of  an 
important  position  in  the  custom  house  of 
that  State,  and  died,  in  his  native  land  in 
1854.  He  Avas  of  the  aristocratic  class,  as 
the  "von"  before  his  name  plainly  shows. 

Albert,  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  was  sent  to 
the  military  school  at  Berlin,  where  he  re- 
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mained  some  three  years,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  received  a  commission  as  lieutenant 
in  the  Second  Pomeranian  Lancers,  and 
served  in  the  army  for  four  years.  In  1865 
he  left  the  fatlierland  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica, where  he  traveled  for  a  couple  of  years, 
most  of  the  time  on  the  Paciiic  slope.  In 
1878  he  came  to  Litchfield,  and  for  two  years 
was  in  the  employ  of  John  Rodange,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  thai  time  entered  into  part- 
nership with  tlie  same  gentleman  in  tlie  sa- 
loon business.  In  1882  the  subject  of  this 
memoir  opened  his  present  place  of  business 
on  Sibley  avenue. 

Albert  Y.  von  Eckstaedt  has  always  taken 
great  interest  in  military  affairs,  especially  in 
the  militia,  and  was  largely  instrumental  in 
the  organization  of  Company  H,  First  Regi- 
ment M.  N.  G.J  of  this  place,  and  also  helped 
organize  the  bucket  brigade  of  the  fire  de- 
partment. He  is  a  valued  citizen  and  much 
respected  member  of  the  comnaunity. 

Our  subject  was  married  November  11, 
1881,  to  Miss  Lizzie  Mittwer,  a  native  of 
Prussia,  Germany,  and  daughter  of  Martin 
and  Busche  (Radise)  Mittwer.  By  this  union 
there  have  been  born  two  children — Adelia 
and  Theresa. 

ROMINENT  among  the  farmers  of 
Swede  Grove  township,  is  N.  L.  I^el- 
soK,  who  has  a  good  farm  and  comfortable 
home  on  'section  33.  •  He  was  born  in  Swe- 
den on  the  25th  of  February,  1845,  his 
parents  being  Lewis  and  Johanna  Nelson. 
K  L.  Nelson  came  to  the  United  States  with 
his  father  in  1 871.  He  came  direct  to  Swede 
Grove  township,  and  worked  for  several 
farmers  in  that  part  of  the  countj'  for  seven 
years,  when  he  bought  a  farm  on  section  23 
and  lived  there  for  nine  years.  He'  then  sold 
that  and  bought  his  present  place  on  section 
33. 


Mr.  Nelson  was  married  on  the  Sith  of 
Marcli,  1868,  to  Emily  Anderson,  and  they 
have  had  the  following  children— Ole,  who 
was  born  January  28,  1SG9 ;  Albei't,  born 
May  24,  1874;  and  Lewis,  born  May  16, 
1877.  When  Mr.  Nelson  came  to  tliis  coun- 
try he  was  a  poor  man,  but  by  industrj--  and 
economy  he  has  acquired  a  competency  and 
a  comfortable  home.  He  now  has  155  acres 
of  land  and  has  a  good  lot  of  stock  gathered 
about  him.  He  is  a  republican  in  political 
matters  and  ranks  as  one  of  tlio  leading 
farmers  of  his  township. 

^^ADISON  DELONG^  a  prominent 
jP^j^^  member  of  the  farming  community 
of  Collin  wood  township,  has  his  homo  upon 
section  4,  where  he  owns  and  cultivates  nearly 
his  entire  farm'  of  103  acres.  His  house, 
which  is  a  neat  and  tasty  cottage,  is  sur- 
rounded with  all  the  necessary  conveniences 
and  comforts  for  carr^nng  on  his  business, 
and  is  a  home  in  tlie  true  sense  of  the  Avord. 
!Mr.  Delong  was  born  in  Lawrence  county, 
Ohio,  June  1,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Francis 
and  Nancy  (Gillilan')  Delong.  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Ohio,  respectively.  He  remained 
beneath  the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage, 
March  5,  1857,  on  which  date  he  led  to  the 
nuptial  altar  Miss  Elizabeth  Lunsford.  a  na- 
tive of  Augusta  county,  Va.,  and  daughter 
of  Reuben  and  Nancy  Lunsforc].  He  then 
commenced  work  at  a  smelting  furnace 
where  lie  was  engaged  until  1866,  when  ho 
came  to  Carver  county,  Minn.,  but  one  year 
later  removed  to  Scott  county.  '^Vhile  vari- 
ously engaged  tliere  he  came  to  tliis  county 
and  took  up  a  claim  on  section  34,  Dassel,  on 
the  site  of  the  present  village  of  tliat  name, 
Avhere  ho  resided,  keeping  "  bach  "  that  win- 
ter. He  returned  to  Scott  county  where*liis 
family  were,  and  in  coming  back  to  his  claim 
found  that  it  had  jlimped  by  Parker  Simons^ 
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a  railroad  man.  A  law-suit  ensued,  which 
was  carried  iip  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, and  finally  ls\x.  Delong's  title  to  the 
claim  was  canceled.  The  claimant  then  com- 
jiromised  with  our  subject,  who  removed  to 
Collinwood  township,  and  settled  wliere  he 
now^  lives.  lie  ^vas  a  i)oor  man  wJien  lie 
came  to  this  country,  and  his  law-suit  and 
loss  of  his  claim  still  further  set  him  back, 
but  by  his  energy  ami  industry  he  has  been 
tlie  arciiitect  of  his  present  excellent  finan- 
cial condition.  Mr.  Dolon^y  has  lield  tlie  of- 
fice of  town  su])ervisor  for  some  eight  years, 
and  that  of  assessor  for  four,  and  liolds  the 
latter  position  now. 

Mr.  and  Ifrs.  Dclong  liave  a  familj'-  of 
eiglit  children,  as  folloivs — Martha,  boi'n 
March  10,  1858,  married  Alexander  S.,  Gor- 
don, IMarch  21, 1877 ;  Nancy  0.,  born  Au- 
gust  7,  1850,  married  William  Comi)ton,  July 
31,  1887;  IJachel,  born  July  17,  ISGl,  mar- 
ried Lemuel  L.  SisoUj  December  25,  1878; 
Ednmnd,  born  IMay  13,  18G3 ;  Lewis,  born 
March  1!),  1806;  Napoleon,  born  August  IG, 
18Gi);  Francis,  bora  April  10,  1873;  and 
"William,  whose  birth  took  place  April  23, 
187C. 

I^JTlRGIL  H.  HARRIS.  tJie  popular  drug- 
Wl  gist  of  Litchlicld,  js  the  descendant  of 
ohe  of  the  colonial  families  of  Virginia,  and 
was  born  in  Hanover,  Licking  county,  Ohio, 
May  14,  1840. 

John  Harris,  the  grcat-grandfatlicr  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  Hanover  county,  Va., 
where  ho  remained  until  his  death.  His  sons 
drifted  to  North  Carolina,  whei'e  they  became 
prominent  men,  and  were  prime  movers  in 
the  movement  for  Independence  passed  at 
Charlotte,  Mecklenburgh  county,  N.  C,  May 
20,1775,  antedating  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence of  the  Continental  Congress  over 
one  year,  and  furnishing  many  of  the  ideas 


for  that  celebrated  document.  Subsequently 
they  removed  to  South  Carolina,  and  settled 
on  the  San  tee  river,  from  which  place  Ephraim 
Harris,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  in  company  with  Daniel  Boone,  who 
was  a  warm  friend  of'his,  made  a  trip  into 
the  wilderness  that  is  now  the  State  of  Ohio. 
After  prospecting  over  that  territory,  Mr. 
Harris,  about  1820,  took  up  a  homestead  on 
the  Licking  river,  in  what  is  now  Licking 
county,  and  there  made  a  settlement.  The 
old  Ijomestead  now  forms  a  part  of  the  site 
of  the  busy  city  of  Newark.  Ephraim  Harris 
remained  upon  this  place  for  about  twenty 
yeta-s,  when  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Ilan- 
ovei',  in  the  same  county,  near  his  son 
Daniel's  farm,  and  tJiere  made  hishome  until 
he  was  killed  in  breaking  a  pair  of  colts,  in 
his  ninety-eighth  year. 

Daniel Harris,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  memoir,  wlio  was  a  tanner  as  well  as  a 
farmer,  remained  upon  tJio  farm  which  ho 
had  purchased  in  Licking  county  until  about 
1848,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Day- 
ton, Ohio,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for 
about  a  year,  when  he  died,  leaving  a  wife 
and  five  children  to  mourn  their  loss.  The 
children  bore  the  names  of  Vij-gil  IL,  Emma 
E.,  Cynthia  A.,  Louis  E.,  and  David  M. 

The  mother  of  Virgil  Avas  formerly  Miss 
Martha  DoAvling.  Her  father  Avas  a  native 
of  Ireland,  Avho  had  left  the  land  of  his  birth 
on  account  of  some  trouble  Avith  a  landlord, 
which  culminated  in  Mr.  Dowlin";  pulling 
him  off  of  his  horse  and  beating  him.  This, 
in  that  oppressed  land,  Avas  a  terrible  offense, 
so  he  emigrated  to  this  country,  and  settled 
in  Jimiata  county,  Penn.,  Avhere  the  future 
Mrs.  Harris  Avas  born.  When  her  brothers 
moved  to  Ohio,  she  went  AA'ith  them,  Avalking 
the  whole  distance,  some  700  miles,  driving 
theii"  cattle  all  tJje  Avay.  Later  she  married 
]\tr.  Harris,  and  after  his  death  returned  to 
Licking  county,  from  whence,  two  years 
later,  she  removed  to  Marion  county,  in  the 
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same  State,  where  her  people  had  settled. 
Subsequently  she  married  John  Baker,  and 
made  her  home  in  Ohio  until  1883,  when  they 
removed  to  Indiana,  where  she  died  in  1887. 

Virgil  remained  with  his  mother  after  his 
father's  death  until  about  1852,  when,  being 
but  twelve  years  of  age,  he  went  to  Macon 
county.  111.,  where  for  four  years  he  was 
engaged  in  herding  some  4,000  head  of  sheep. 
In  the  fall  of  1859  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Lincoln  in 
1860.  In  May,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Ohio  Infan- 
try, and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  participated,  Avith  his  gallant  regiment,  in 
some  twenty-eight  engagements,  the  princi- 
pal of  which  were  Perryville,  Green  Iliver 
Bridge,  Bowling  Green,  Crab  Orchard,  Lou- 
don ville,  Knoxville,  Buzzard's  Roost,  Resaca, 
New  Hope  Church,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Allatoona, 
Spring  Hill,  Franklin,  Jfash ville,  Fort  Fisher 
and  others.  He  received  his  discharge  as 
orderly  sergeant,  June  28,  1SG5,  and  on 
returning  home  attended  college  for  a  year 
and  a  half  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  Asiiland, 
Ohio.  He  was  married,  Dec  ember  25,  1868, 
to  Miss  Lizzie  Hill,  a  native  of  Marion  county, 
Ohio,  and  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine 
Hilj,  who  were  among  the  pioneer  families 
of  the  Buckeye  State.  For  two  years  after 
that  Mr.  Harris  followed  farming  in  Marion 
county,  Ohio,  whither  he  had  moved.  In 
December,  1870,  in  company  with  George 
Lj'on,  he  came  to  this  part  of  the  State,  and', 
determining  to  settle  at  Litchfield,  brought 
his  family  here  in  January,  1871,  when  the 
place  was  but  in  embryo.  In  company  with 
S.  Y.  Gordon  he  started  a  meat  market  and 
remained  in  that  two  years,  and  then  opened 
a  drug  store,  which  business  he  has  followed 
ever  since. 

In  politics  Mr.  Harris  is  a  republican  and 
has  filled  many  offices  in  village  and  county, 
lie  was  one  of  the  first  justices  of  the  peace 


of  the  village  of  Litchfield,  and  has,  since 
then,  been  alderman,  recorder,  mayor  .and 
county  commissioner,  and  is  now  serving  as 
chairman  of  that  board,  having  been  a  mem- 
ber of  it  for  five  years.  lie  is  a  member  of 
Frank  Daggett  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  holding 
the  third  rank  in  the  department  of  IMinne- 
sota,  and  belongs  to  the  A.  0.  U.  W. 

"Ej^EWIS  OSTERLUND.  of  the  mercantile 
11^^  firm  of  Osterlund  &  Leighton,  promi- 
nent dealers  in  general  merchandise,  in  Das- 
sel  village,  came  to  Meeker  county  in  the 
year  1881,  In  March,  1882,  he  entered  the 
postofiice  in  this  place  as  clerk,  under  Louis 
Rudberg,  postmaster,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  Januaiy  1, 1883,  Avhen  he  was 
himself  appointed  postmaster.  He  occupied 
this  official  position  until  May  1,  1887,  after 
which  the  present  firm  was  formed  and  the 
store  opened  under  their  auspices.  Ho  is  a 
native  of  Sweden,  born  October  17,  1853, 
and  remained  a  resident  of  his  native  land 
until  ho  had  attained  the  ago  of  twenty- 
seven  years,  but  on  the  23d  of  May,  1881, 
embai'ked  for  the  promised  land,  the  home  of 
the  poor  man  beneath  the  fokls  of  our  starry 
banner,  and  upon  setting  foot  upon  the  free 
soil  of  America,  came  to  Meeker  county  as 
mentioned  above.  After  a  shoi't  time  he 
went  to  ^ftfinneapolis,  but  iivo  months  later 
returned  to  Dassel  where  he  uoas'  lives. 



i^RlC  P.  EKLUND,  one  of  the  black- 
smiths  of  the' village  of  Grove  City,  is 
a  native  of  Sweden,  born  July  3,  1S3C,  and 
is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Lisa  Ki-an-/..  Having 
acquired  the  blacksmith's  trade  in  his  3'outh 
and  early  manhood,  he  worlced  at  that  call- 
ing in  his  native  land  until  he  was  about 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  wlien  ho  went  to 
Russia  anil  purchased  a  smithy,  and  for 
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three  j'ears  labored  among  the  Muscovites  at 
liis  calling.  While  there  Mr.  Eklund  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Paulina 
Elizabeth  Kruger^  tlie  ceremony  taking 
place  October  13, 18G3.  The  lady,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Louisa  Kruger,  was  born 
in  Russia,  July  25,  lSi3.  The  same  year 
Mr-  Eklund  returned  to  Sweden,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  for  two  years  more  and 
then  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
search  of  a  fortune  more  consonant  with  his 
ideas  than  was  to  be  found  in  the  Old  World. 
He  remained  in  jtSTcw  York  for  some  ten 
months,  where  he  found  ample  employmentat 
the  forge,  butat  the  end  of  thattimecame  west 
and  located  at  St.  Paul,  where  he  remained 
employed  as  usual  until  1868,  in  which  year 
he  came  to  Meeker  county  and  took  a  liome- 
stead  in  section  14,  Swede  Grove  township, 
on  which  he  made  his  hoine  for  five  years. 
During  this  time  he  erected  a  blacksmith 
shop  in  the  village  of  Grove  City,  where  he 
now  carries  on  his  trade.  Three  years  later 
he  built  his  line  residence  in  the  same  block 
as  his  smithy,  where  he  now  lives. 

]\fr.  and  ]\[rs.  Eklund  have  been  the  par- 
ents of  thirteen  children,  as  follows— Leon- 
tina  Louisa,  born  November  7,  1SG4,  died 
January  8,  18Y7;  Engelbert,  born  September 
27,  18G6;  Amanda  Julia,  born  April  8, 18G8; 
Alga  Matilda,  born  December  4,  1869  j  Gott- 
lieb Waldimar,  born  September  22,  1871; 
Otilia  Yaleria,  horn  September  3, 1873 ;  Ida 
Almira,  born  August  15,  1875,  died  Decem- 
ber 29, 1880;  Elida  Paulina,  born  September 
25,  1876,  died  January  IG,  1881;  Leonhard 
Eric  and  Leontina  Elizabeth,  twins,  born 
October  27,  1879;  the  first  of  whom  died 
Eebimry  22,  1881;  Arthur  Eric,  born  June 
^  20,  1881 ;  Hilgci-  Conrad  Anton,  born  June 
11,  1883;  and  Henry  Oscar  Edwin,  Avhose 
birth  took  place  October  20,  1885.  Amanda 
J.  is  married,  and  with  her  husband,  Nels  S, 
.Strand,  is  engaged  in  running  a  boarding- 
hpuse  and  dining-room  at  Helena,  Mont. 


^H^LBERT  H..  DELONG.  The  subject  of 
J^L  this  sketch  is  a  resident  of  section 

25,  Greenleaf  township,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  and  respected  old  settlers  in 
Meeker  county.   He  is  a  native  of  St.  Law- 
rence county,  N.  Y.,  born  April  12,  1842, 
and  his  parents,  Hiram  and  Maria  Delong, 
were  natives  of  Grand  Isle,  Lake  Champlain. ' 
The  mother  died  in  the  village  of  Greenleaf 
in  1870,  while  the  father,  who  was  bom  in 
1799,  is  still  living,  making  his  home  with 
Albert  H.   The  family  emigrated  from  New 
York  to  Wisconsin  when  Albert  was  seven 
years  of  age.   His  time  was  divided  between 
school  and  ivork  on  his  father's  farm,  and  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  came  to  Meeker 
county,  Minn.   After  entering  dnd  paying 
for  a  claim  in  what  is  now  Ellsworth  town- 
ship, he  leased  the  flouring  mill  on  the  outlet 
of  Cedar  Lake,  known  as  Cedar  Mill,  and 
there  he  was  engaged  when  the  Indian  out- 
break began.    A  few  days  previous  to  the 
massacre  at  Acton,  Mr.  Delong,  while  at  the 
agency,  met  an  old  Indian  known  as  Charley 
Minnetonlv-a,  whose  friendship  lie  had  gained 
by  various  acts  of  kindness.   He  had  always 
worn  citizen's  clothes  but  was  tiien  robed  in 
a  bright  red  blanket.   He  acted  strangely 
and  took  occasion  to  inform  Mr.  Delong,  *m5 
Tosa,  that  there  was  going  to  be  "  a  big  fight." 
Little  or  no  attention  was  paid  to  the  old 
fellow's  warning,  for  it  was  thought  he  had 
reference  to  some  iiglit  in  project  between 
the  Ind  ians.   Wiien  the  news  of  the  massacre 
reached  the  mills,  on  the  morning  of  August 
18,  18G2,  Mr.  Delono_and  Vincent  Coombs 
started  out  to  learn  whether  or  not  there 
was  any  truth  in  the  reports.  Learning 
nothing  definite,  they  went  on  to  Acton  and 
found  the  people  assembled  there  preparing 
to  bury  the  bodies  of  tlie  five  who  were  slain. 
When  tlie  Indians  came  upon  the  scene, 
Albert  joined  the  party  Avhich  chased  them 
to  the  Kandiyohi  woods.   Having  a  Iceen 
sense  of  the  duties  of  a  scout,  he  was  made 
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useful  in  that  capacity  many  times  during 
the  terrible  weeks  and  months  that  followed. 
At  Hutchinson  he  Avas  enrolled  with  a  com- 
pany of  volunteers  as  a  scout,  and  for  six 
weeks  never  missed  a  day  in  the  saddle,  riding 
sometimes  as  much  as  forty  miles  a  day. 
When  the  detail  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota 
Eegiment  was  sent  to  Forest  City  he  joined 
them  as  a  scout,  and  was  riding  in  advance, 
and  was  first  to  discover  t!ie  redskins  in 
ambush  at  the  time  of  the  battle  near  Acton. 
The  Indians  were  crawling  in  a  wheat  field 
and  the  glimmer  of  a  bright  gun  was  dis' 
covered  by  Mr.  Delong,  who  rode  back  and 
informed  the  captain.  When  the  Indians 
saw  they  were  discovered  they  rose  and  fired 
a  volley  at  the  whites,  and  then  commenced 
surrounding  them;  In  this  battle  three  men 
were  killed  and  twenty-one  wounded  out 
of  a  total  of  forty-nine  in  the  command. 
Although  left  behind  by  the  command,  and 
once  almost  completely  surrounded  by  Indi- 
ans, he  escaped  unhurt.  In  the  summer  of 
1863  he  was  with  the  Sibley  expedition  as  a 
scout,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  again 
put  his  mill  in  operation.  Two  yeai-s  later 
he  bought  an  interest  in  the  Greenleaf  saw- 
mill, which  he  retained  about  three  years,  and 
then  purchased  an  interest  in.  the  Gi'eenleaf 
flouring  mill,  he  and  his  partner  subsequently 
buying  the  old  Cedar  Mill.  Matters  became 
seriously  complicated  with  the  firm,  and  the 
outcome  was  a  complete  collapse.  Albert 
then  went  to  the  Black  Hills  and  spent  the 
summer;  and  the  following  year  went  out 
and  remained  nearly  two  years,  when  he 
returned  to  Meeker  county  and  purchased 
the  fine  farm  where  he  at  present  makes  his 
home,  on  section  25,  Greenleaf  township. 

He  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife, 
Cecilia  Nichols  Delong,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  18G3,  bore  him  one  child,  Trancis, 
born  September  21, 1867.  His  fii-st  wife  died 
in  1869,  and  in  1$71  Mr,  Delong  was  married 
to  Mary  Post,  daughter  of  Abriim  and  Sarah 


Post,  of  Greenleaf.  She  was  born  Septem- 
ber 10, 1852,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Delong  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  aSfaii's  calculated  to  benefit  either  his 
town  or  county,  and  is  rated  as  one  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  in  the  south  half  of 
Meeker  county.  He  is  a  member  of  Golden 
Pleece  Lodge,  No.  89,  A.  F.  and  A.  M. 

HARLES  SMITH.  Among  the  influen- 
X^J*  tial  citizens  of  Cosmos  township,  is 
the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  article. 
He  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
growth  and  development  of  Minnesota  since 
1S55,  although  ho  did  not  come  to  Meeker 
county  until  1879.  He  is  the  son  of  Alex- 
ander and  Henrietta  (Sutphin)  Smith,  and 
was  born  in  Upper  Stillwater,  Maine,  on  the 
19th  of  July,  1835.  When  he  Avas  only  two 
yeai's  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  settled  at  Plattsburgh, 
Clinton  county,  where  they  remained  until 
talien  froin  this  world  by  death. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  resided  beneath 
the  parental  I'oof  until  attaining  his  nine- 
teenth year,  when  ho  came  to  Minnesota, 
coming  from  Chicago  witli  a  team.  In  that 
year,  1S5A,  there  was  but  one  building  in 
either  St.  Anthony  or  [Minneapolis,  except 
the  public  edifices.  He  remained  in  St.  Paul 
some  six  months,  and  then  returned  to  New 
York,  but  in  the  following  fall  returned  to 
this  State.  He  made  his  home  in  Minne- 
apolis until  the  year  18C0,  when  he'  removed 
to  Aitkin  county,  where  he  engaged  in  lum- 
bering.  lie  was  a  resident  of  tliat  county 
when  it  ^vas  organized,  and  Avas  appointed  by 
Governor  Pillsbury  as  one  of  the  organizing 
commissioners',  and  lilled  that  oifice  by  elec- 
tion for  some  thirteen  yeai-s. 

In  the  spring  of  ISGl,  when  traitorous 
hands  essayed  to  rend  tlie  Union  in  twain, 
Mr.  Smith  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Fiist 
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Minnesota,  and  -with  that  noble  regiment, 
whose  name  brings  up  so  many  galhint  deeds, 
participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Eun, 
July  21,  1861.  He  was  there  wounded  by  a 
ball  in  the  right  shoulder,  and  was  laid  up 
for  some  seven  months,  but  on  recovery 
re-enlisted  in  his  old  regiment,  and  stood 
with  them  in  the  awful  flood  of  fire,  that  so 
nearly  annihilated  them,  at  Antietum,  and 
in  the  battle  of  Mill  Spring. 

After  his  dischai'gc  Mr.  Smith  came  back 
to  Minnesota,  and  in  18T9  removed  to  this 
county  and  purchased  a  farm  on  section  22, 
where  he  now  lives,  in  Cosmos  township. 
Of  his  fine  place  of  200  acres,  some  125  are 
under  cultivation. 

I—  ■  ■  ^*  < 

BOCTOR  WILL  E.  CHAPMAN,  while 
not  among  the  old  practitioners  of  the 
county,  has,  by  close  attention  to  the  duties 
of  his  profession  and  a  remarkable  success  in 
grap|)ling  with  the  dread  destroyer,  death, 
taken  a  prominent  position  among  the  medi- 
cal fraternity  of  this  county,  and  ranks  high 
in  the  estimation  of  the  community. 

Dr.  Chapman  is  a  native  of  Hill,  Merrimack 
county,  N.  JL,  born  February  9, 1857,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  "W.  and  Charlotte  (Ta))lin) 
Chapman,  natives  of  JS'ew  Hampshire  and 
Now  York  respectively.  Our  subject  received 
his  primary  education  and  was  reared  among 
the  hills  and  valleys  of  the  "  Granite  State," 
u^TOU  the  paternal  acres.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  lie  entered  a  drug  store,  where 
he  remained  about  two  j'ears.  Having  then 
attained  a  suilicient  age,  he  matriculated  at 
the  medical  department  of  the  Vermont  State 
Univei-sity,  at  Burlington,  A^t.,  and  after  a 
rigid  course  of  study  was  graduated  from 
that  celebrated  institution  of  learning,  in 
July,  1879.  The  next  year  he  located  at 
Nortii  Branch,  Chisago  county,  Minn.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen 


profession  for  about  two  years.  In  1882  he 
came  to  Meeker  county,  and  opened  an  office 
in  Forest  City,  but,  after  two  years'  labor  in 
that  field  removed  to  Litchfield,  and,  com- 
mencing practice  here,  has  rapidly  grown 
into  favor  with  the  people  of  the  city  and 
the  surrounding  country.  His  pleasant  man- 
ners in  the  sick-room,  his  love  for  his  calling 
and  his  rare  judgment  in  diagnosis  are  fast 
gaining  him  friends  and  patrons,  and  by  care- 
ful study  to  keep  abrea,st  of  the  times  he 
merits  the  warmest  encomiums. 

The  Doctor  assumed  the  duties  of  matri- 
mony December  24,  1883,  while  a  resident 
of  Forest  City,  on  which  day  he  led  to  the 
hymeneal  altar  Miss  Georgie  Kimball,  a  na- 
tive of  New  Hampshire  and  a  daughter  of 
Edwin  and  Phoebe  (Man well)  Kimball. 

T^HILIP  DECK,  deceased,  who  fell  by  the 
deadly  rifle  of  the  rutliless  Sioux  dur- 
ing the  tragic  days  of  the  Indian  massacre  in 
1802,  was  born  in  Franco  May  24,1825, '  He 
learned  the  trade  of  baker  in  his  native  land, 
and  there  made  his  home  until  his  twent}'- 
first  year,  when  he  came  to  America  and 
settled  I'lt  Lyons,  Wayne  county,  N.  Y.  He 
remained  there  until  1854,  at  which  date  he 
removed  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and  was  the  fore- 
man on  the  ship  canal  then  in  course  of  con- 
struction there.  He  staid  there  until  that 
work  was  finished  and  then  Avent  to  New  York, 
but  in  tlie  spring  of  1856  came  West,  to  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
July,  1860,  when  he  came  to  Meeker  county, 
arriving  hero  the  5th  of  that  month.  He 
jjurchased  160  acres  of  land,  which  Avas  par- 
tially improved,  on  section  29,  !ftranaiinah 
township,  of  William  "WHlcox,  taking  CA'cry- 
tliing  on  the  place,  house,  furniture,  stock, 
cro])  in  the  field,  etc.  He  then  returned  to  Mil- 
Avaukee  for  his  family,  aa'Iio  arrived  at  St.  Paul 
after  numerous  mishaps  and  troubles,  and 


PICTURE  PAGE  MISSING. 


MEEKER  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


355 


there  made  a  stay  of  a  day,  and  from  there  to 
their  place,  where  they  located  the  same  fall. 

Mr.  Deck  remained  upon  this  fann  until 
the  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak.   Tlie  news 
of  the  murders  in  Acton  reached  the  liouse 
about  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  Moiiday, 
August  18th.   Mrs.  Deck  was  sick  in  bed,  and 
Mr.  Dock  was  away  from  home  helping  a 
neighbor  harvest.    Mrs.  Eyckman  brought 
the  news,  and  took  Mi-s.  Deck  and  her  fam- 
ily to  Silas  Maybee's,  where  they  were  left 
while  the  men  were  sent  for.   The  Avomen 
soon  saw  some  Indians  approaching,  and  were 
terribly  scared,  but  the  savages  did  not  come 
to  the  house,   Mr.  Deck  rejoined  his  family 
that  night,  and  remained  there  until  morn- 
ing.   The  next  night  they  spent  at  the 
house  of  N.  0.  Caswell,  but  learning  that  the 
outbreak  was  general,  the  entire  body  of  set- 
tlers removed  to  Forest  City.   Friday  Mr. 
Deck  took-  his  family  to  Kingston,  where  he 
remained  until  the  following  Monda3',  when, 
provisions  running  short,  he  returned  to  For- 
est City,  with  the  intention  of  trying  to  get 
to  his  farm  for  clothing,  provisions,  etc.  In 
company  with  Wilmot  Maybee  and  otliers, 
they  started,  and'  met  with  the  fate  told  in 
the  history  of  the  Indian  massacre  in  this  vol- 
ume.  Shot  in  the  very  dooryard  of  Carlos 
Caswell's  house,  Mr.  Deck  was  found  some 
ten  or  twelve  rods  from  where  his  wagon  had 
stood,  lying  on  his  face,  with  eight  bullet 
holes  in  his  back,  and  it  is  supposed  that,  not 
being  hit  at  the  first  lire,  he  jumped  to  the 
ground  and  ran  that  distance  before  he  was ' 
shot.   The  home  guard  turned  out  the  second 
day  after  and  buried  the  dead,  all  except 
"Wilmot  Maybee^  whose  body  was  not  found 
until  three  months  after.   Deck,  Howe  and 
Page  were  buried  in  one  grave  ' in  Manalinah 
cemetery,  Avhere,  oAving  to  the  exertions  and 
liberality  of  Mrs.  Deck,  there  is  erected  a  fine 
and  appropriate  monument  to  mark  the  place 
where  rests  the  remains  of  her  murdered 
husband  and  his  companions. 


Mrs.  Deck  remained  at  Forest  City  until 
the  following  fall  and  then  returned,  to 
Wayne  county,  N.  Y.,  with  her  family  of  five 
children,  where  she  remained  Until  April  22, 
1879.  On  that  date  she  returned  to  this 
county,  liaving  all  these  years  Jiad  a  hard 
struggle  to  keep  her  little  family  and  pay 
the  taxes  on  her  farm.  Almost  everything 
upon  the  latter  Avas  destroyed  by  the  savage 
marauders,  the  loss  amounting  to  some 
$1,100,  wliich  Mrs.  Deck  did'not  receive  from 
the  State  until  nearly  twelve  years  aftei*, 
OAving  to  tlic  carelessness  of  those  intrusted 
Avith  her  business. 

Mr.  and  ifrs.  Deck  were  united  in  mar- 
riage April  23,  lS4a,  atLyons,  N.  Y.  The  lad^^, 
Avhose  maiden  name  Avas  Miss  Salome  Shimpf^ 
Avas  born  at  Salza,  France,  November  21, 
1830,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1840. 
They  Avere  the  parents  of  five  children,  as 
follows— Fhilopena^  born  December  4, 1850, 
now  married  and  living  in  Ncav  York;  Mag- 
dalena,  born  May  18, 1852,  also  married  and 
living  in  the  same  place;  Josephine,  born 
Miircli  11,1850,  married,  making  her  home  in 
the  Empire  State;  Franklin,  in  this  county- 
and  Marie  Louise,  born  December  22,  18C0, 
died  December  9,  1802, 

Frankun  Deck,  who  was  born  August  2, 
1858,  in  Humboldt,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  came 
bjick  to  Meeker  county  ivith  his  mother  in 
1879,  and  purchasing  eighty  acres  on  section,' 
28,  Manannah,  carries  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits on  it  and  upon  the  family  homestead, 
and  Avith  him  the  widowed  mothcv  makes, 
her  home. 

Tp)ETER  D.  RfNGSTROM,  the  landlord 
JP^  of  the  Grove  City  liouse,  is  a  native 
of  Sweden,  born  ]\[arch  17,  18-14,  and  is  the 
son  of  Nels  and  Ingra  Ilin<>\stroui.  His  pa- 
rents were  farmei's  in  tliat  country,  and  ho 
was  reared  to  agi'icultural  pursuits  and  rc- 
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ceived  the  elements  of  a  fair  education.  He  re- 
mained at  home  tmtil  some  twenty-seven  years 
old,  when,  bidding  adieu  to  the  parental  roof 
and  all  whom  it  sheltered,  he  crossed  the 
ocean  to  a  home  in  America.    On  landing, 
lie  came  direct  to  Atwater,  this  State,  arriv- 
ing at  that  place  May  24,  1871.  Entering 
the  enijiloy  of  Pahrs  Pahi^on  he  ivas  en- 
gaged in  farm  work  that  summer  and  on  the 
railroad  during  the  fall  and  winter.  Going 
to  Breckenridge  he  -was  employed  as  Jiotel 
clerk  and  bartender  for  about  six  montlis, 
after  which  he  worked  on  the  railroad  in  tlie 
neighborhood  of  Alexandria,  where  he  re- 
mained until  October  3, 1872.  He  then  made 
his  home  for  a  short  time  with  Peter  Ohris- 
toferson,  with  -whom  he  always  remained 
when  out  of  employment,  while  waiting  for 
nmney  due  him  from  his  Breckenridge  em- 
ployer, intending  ,to  go  back  to  Sweden,  but 
falling  in  love  Avitii  Mr.  Ciiristoferson's 
daughter  Joanna,  he  gave  up  tlie  prospective 
trip  and  married  tliej'oung  lady.  The  young 
couple  moved  on  lier  homestead  claim  and 
Mr.  Ringstrom  commenced  farming  and  con- 
tinued to  follow  this  avocation  until  1885, 
when  ho  rented  the  fann  and  sold  agricultu- 
ral machinery.    Tliey  made  their  home  uj)on 
their  place,  however,  until  March  28, 1888, 
Avhen,  renting  the  Clrove  City  House,  he  re- 
moved witli  his  family  to  the  village,  and  is 
now  running  the  hotel.    Ifarch  31,  1SS8,  lie 
was  elected  chief  of  the  police  of  the  village 
and  fills  that  position, 

Mrs.  Ringstrom  isa  native  of  Sweden,  born 
April  8,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
M'ith  her  jmrents  in  ISGi.  She  was  at  tlie 
time  of  her  marriage  with  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  the  widow  of  Charles  Johnson,  who 
<lied  in  Illinois  on  their  road  to  Minnesota. 
Mr.  and  !Mrs.  Ringstrom  are  the  parents  of 
four  children — ^Nels  Peter,  born  April  8, 
1S7G;  Carl  Oscar,  born  October  17,  1878; 
Alice,  born  April  10,  1883 ;  and  Sarah,  born 
April  20, 1887. 


^^iCHAEL  FINNEGAN,  one  of  the 
jfU-^L.  most  prominent  and  successful 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  in  Meeker  county, 
is  a  resident  of  section  28,  Harvey  township. 
He  has  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  the 
county,  and  his  building  and  other  improve- 
ments are  a  credit  to  the  township  in  which 
he  lives.. 

Mr.  Finnegan  was  born  in  Ireland,  on  the 
2d  of  December,  1852.  When  he  was  less 
than  two  years  of  age,  his  parents  came  to 
the  United  States,  and  for  several  years  they 
moved  about  considerably,  the  father  follow- 
ing the  trade  of  blacksmithing.  In  1857,  the 
father,  Patrick  Finnegan.  came  to  Meeker 
county,  Minn.,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Har- 
vey township,  and  lived  on  the  farm  carry- 
ing on  his  farming  operations,  and  at  the 
same  time  working  at  his  trade.  He  was 
living  on  the  farm  with  tlie  family  at  the 
time  of  the  Indian  outbreak.  The  same  day 
as  the  massacre  at  Acton,  a  neighbor  brought 
tliem  the  news  of  tlie  killing,  and  tliey  went 
to  Forest  City  with  the  rest  to  decide  what 
course  to  pursue,  retui-ning  to  the  farm  the 
next  day.  The  following  day  they  went  to 
Clearwater,  where  they  remained  until  the 
fall  of  18G2,.  During  the  winter  they  lived 
at  Elk  River,  and  then  settled  at  Minneapolis, 
where  they  remained  until  the  ensuing  fall. 
During  tiiat  winter  the  father  worked  on  the 
Omaha  railroad,  and  the  family  lived  at  Fort 
Snelling,  and  in  the  spring  they  returned  to 
Minneapolis.  In  July,  18G5,  they  returned 
to  their  farm  in  Harvey  township,  where  the 
family  have  since  lived.  The  father  died  in  Har- 
vey May  23, 1885,  and  vcixs  buried  at  Litch- 
field, In  his  death  the  county  lost  a  worthy 
and  substantial  citizen,  and  a  respected  old 
settler.   His  widow  still  lives  in  Harvey. 

Michael  Finnegan,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  an  active  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  In  political  matters  he  affihates 
with  the  democratic  party.  He  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  farming  operations,  and 
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has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  tlie  best 
business  men  in  the  township.  In  connection 
with  diversified  farming,  he  carries  on  stock- 
raising  extensively,  for  Avhich  the  farm  is 
conveniently  arranged. 

MEaRRY  H.  HINES,  an  intelligent  and 
J^aL  trusted  citizen  of  the  village  of  Dassel, 
the  superintendent  and  manager  of  the  Min- 
nesota and  Dakota  elevator,  is  a  native  of 
Colchester,  Chittenden  count}'-,  Vt.,  born  in 
August,  1848,  and  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Emily  (Rolfe)  Ilines.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, William  Hines,  was  one  of  tlie  eaiiiesfc 
settlers  of  the  town  of  Colchester,  as  was  the 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jacob 
Kolfe,  and  these  two  gentlemen  and  one  other 
owned,  at  one  time,  nearly  the  entire  town. 
William  Hines  lived  and  died  among  the  ver- 
dant hills  of  the  "  Green  Mountain  State," 
where  he  settled,  and  on  his  death  the  home- 
stead descended  to  his  son  Benjamin,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  who,  besides  managing  tliree 
good  farms  in  that  portion  of  the  country, 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Jacob 
Rolfe,  the  grandfather  of  Harry,  mentioned 
above,  was  a  colonel  in  command  of  the 
"G-reen  Mountain  Boys"  during  the  last  con- 
flict with  Great  Britain,  1812-15,  and  was  a 
gallant  and  able  soldier,  and  our  subject 
recollects  his  telling  of  war  experiences,  in 
his  younger  days. 

Harry  H.  Hines  came  to  Meeker  county' 
in  1808,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Litchfield 
township,  on  section  31,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pux-suits  for  some  ten  yeai-s,  after 
which  he  removed,  after  selling  his  property, 
to  the  village  of  Dar^v^n,  wliere  he  purchased 
Avheat  and  other  grain  for  th6  Pavulson  Ele- 
vator  Company.  In  August,  ISSiJ,  he  came 
to  Dassel  and  assumed  charge  of  the  elevator 
where  he  is  now  locateii.  lie  has,  since  first 
coming  here,  taken  a  lively  intei-est  in  all 


educational  and  political  affairs,  and  is  now 
serving  as  one  of  the  school  directors  of  the 
the  village.  In  h'is  political  affiliations  he  is 
in  thorough  accord  with  the  republican  party, 
and  supports  the  candidates  of  that  organiza- 
tion. He  is  a  member  of  the  Golden  Fleece 
Lodge,  No.  89,  A.  F,  &  A.  M.,liaving  been 
made  a  Mason  at  Litchfield  in  1882.  Mr.  Hines 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  ItEiiggie 
Harding,  October  10,  18Y0.  His  life  com- 
panion  Ts  a  native  of  Jennings  county,  Ind., 
and  a  daughter  of  Mitchell  and  Mary  Ann 
(Reeves)  Harding.  By  this  maiTiage  there 
have  bden  six  children — Maud,  Grace,  Bessie, 
Benjamin,  Blanche  and  the  baby. 

^m^HE  PRESENT  county  treasurer  of  Mee- 
ker  county,  N.  W.  IIawkimson.  an  old 
settler  of  the  village  of  Litchfield,  is  a  native 
of  Skone,  Sweden,  and  was  born  in  1837. 
He  remained  in  his  native  country  until  he 
was  thirty-two  years  of  age.  Ills  father 
died  wlieu  he  was  ttbout  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  shortly  after  tliis  ho  began  learning 
the  cabinet-maker's  trade,  at  which  he  spent 
an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  and  then 
followed  as  a  trade  for  four  yeai's.  lie  then 
learned  the  cai'penter's  trade,  and  followed 
that  until  he  was  twenty-eight,  when  he 
entered  the  mercantile  business  and  remained 
in  that  until  1809,  when  he  sold  out  and 
came  to  Minnesota,  coming  (Urect  to  Meeker 
coun  ty .  For  a  time  he  stayed  at  Forest  Oi  ty, 
following  the  cai-penter's  trade,  but  in  No- 
vember of  the  same  year  he  wont  to  Califor- 
nia, and  followed  his  trade  there  for  about 
one  year,  working  up  and  down  the  Pacific 
coast.  At  tlie  end  of  that  time  lie  returned 
to  Sweden,  going  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama  and  New  Yoi-k.  lie  remained  in 
his  native  land  until  the  following  Juno, 
1S71,  and  then  came  again  to  Meeker  county, 
Minn.,  locating  at  Litchfield,  wliere  he  has 
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since  lived.  For  a  number  of  years  he  fol- 
lowed Ills  trade,  but  in  the  fall  of  1883  he 
•was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  treasurer, 
and,  being  re-elected  in  the  fall  of  1886,  he 
is  the  present  incumbent  of  that  office.  He 
is  a  careful  and  j)ainstaking  official,  and  lias 
filled  the  ofiico  Avith  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  the  public.  Mr.  ITawkinson 
is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, holding  membership  in  Golden 
Fleece  Lodge,  2fo.  89;  Eabboni  Oliapter, 
No.  37;  and  Melita  Commander}-,  No.  17, 
Kniglits Templar,  and  has  held  various  offices 
in  these  organizations.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
and  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the 
organization  at  Litchfield,  of  wliicli  he  is  the 
present  financier. 

Mr.  HaAvltinson  was  married  in  1802  to 
Miss  Nellie  Hanson,  of  Sweden,  and  they 
-were  blessed  with  three  children— Andrew, 
Ellen  and  Annie.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
shortly  after  their  removal  to  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Hawkinson  was  again  married, 
in  1873,  to  Annie  Katharena  Anderson.  They 
have  one  child— Hnrry.  All  of  the  children 
are  still  at  home,  except  Andrew,  .and  Ellen, 
who  are  now  residents  of  Sfinneapolis. 

■  '  0'  'ScSjS^'  "C*  ■  * — ' 

#EORGE  PAULSON.a  farmer  of  Acton 
township,  lias  probably  the  most 
famous  and  historic  piece  of  land  in  Minne 
sota.  Ho  owns  the  place  Avhcre  the  Jones 
and  Baker  families  Avcre  killed  by  the  In- 
dians on  the  17th  of  August,  1802— the  spot 
where  the  first  blood  was  shed  in  thomemor- 
able  Indian  massacre  of  1802.  Mr.  Paulson 
is  a  native  of  ]S^or^vay,  and  was  born  on  the 
3d  of  Jlarch,  1855,  his  parents  being  George 
and  Anna  Paulson.  The  family  came  to  tiie 
United  States  in  ISOS,  and  after  stopping  for 
one  year  in  loAva,  they  camo  to  Meeker 
county,  Minn.,  and  took  a  homestead  on  sec 


tion  33,  in  Acton  township.   In  1877  they, 
went  to  Dakota,  where  George  Paulson.  Jr., 
took  a  homestead,  and  remained  until  1886, 
wlien  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Minnesota, 
and  purchased  the  farm  "in  Acton  township, 
where  he  still  lives.   He  has  a  valuable  farm 
and  devotes  his  attention  to  general  fanning 
and  stock  raising.   The  farm  is  often  visited 
by  sight-seei-s,  who  wi-sh  to  look  upon  the  old 
cabin  and  the  site  which  has  become  famous 
in  Minnesota's  history.   The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  married  at  Litchfield,  January 
25, 1875,  to  Miss  Christina  Kittelson^  who 
•was  born  in  Wisconsin  March  3,  1864-,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  with  the  follow- 
ing-named children — Clara  Josephine,  who 
was  born  April  28, 1877,  died  a  few  months 
later ;  Carl  Johan,  born  June  29, 1878 ;  Ella, 
born  September  27,  1880;  James  Christan, 
born  October  18, 1883 ;  Anna  Josephine,  born 
March  13,  1884 ;  and  Cora,  born  December 
30,1887.   Mr.  Paulson's  parents  still  reside 
in  Dakota. 

^HARLES  H.  PUCKERING,  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  farmers  and  stock 
raisers  of  Cosmos  township,  resides  upon  sec- 
tion 30,  where  he  cultivates  about  150  acres 
of  his  magnificent  400-acre  tract.  lie  is  a 
native  of  Beaver  Dam,  Wis.,  born  on  the 
25th  of  September,  1849,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Maria  (Bean)  Puckering,  who 
were  natives  of  England  and  Ne\v^ork, 
respectively.  In  1803,  ivhen  our  subject  was 
about  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  came  Avith  his 
parents  to  Meeker  county  and  settled  with 
them  in  Ellsworth  township.  Ho  remained 
beneath  the  jiarental  roof  until  1871,  when 
he  came  to  Cosmos  and  took  np  a  homestead 
on  section  30,  and  breaking  some  twenty-five 
acres  and  putting  up  a  house,  made  a  perma- 
nent settleinent.  In  1877  he  leased  his  farm 
and  made  a  trip  to  Washington  Territory, 
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and  prolonged  his  stay  there  until  the 
beginning  of  1880,  at  which  time  he  returned 
to  this  county  and  has  lived  on  his  farm 
ever  since.  He  is  largely  engaged  in  stock- 
raising,  but  still  has  some  1,600  bushels  of 
grain  as  the  result  of  his  labors  each  year. 
In  1876  and  1877,  he  lost  about  all  his  crop 
througli  the  incursions  of  the  grasshoppers, 
and  the  outlook  being  poor  he  went  to  the 
"West,  as  before  mentioned. 

3VIr.  Puckering  has  been  called  upon  sev- 
eral times  to  fill  the  responsible  office  of 
town  supervisor,  and  has  been  chairman  of 
that  board  for  four  consecutive  yeara.  He 
has  filled  several  of  the  minor  offices,  as  well 
as  been  director  of  district  No,  53.  He  still 
holds  the  last-named  ppsition. 

July  18,  1880,  Mr.  Puckering  was  united 
in  marriage  Avith  Miss  Sarah  I.  Pean,  a 
native  of  Bartholomew  county,*  Ind.,  and 
daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  (Roberts)  Pean, 
residents  of  Hutchinson,  McLeod  county. 
By  this  union  there  have  been  three  chil- 
dren—John S.,  born  May  27,  1881 ;  Paisy, 
born  May  9,  1883 ;  and  Edna,  born  May  15, 
1885. 

MNDREW  J.  ANDERSON,  the  senior 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Anderson  & 
Hanson,  hardware  dealers  in  the  village  of 
Litchfield,  is  a  native  of  Norway,  born  in 
1848.  When  he  was  about  a  year  old  he 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United 
States,  they  settling  in  "Waukesha  county. 
Wis.,  where  they  were  among  the  very  ear- 
liest settlers.  They  remained  in  that  phice 
until  1850,  when  they  removed  to  Winnebago 
county  in  the  same  State,  and  in  1866  to 
this  county. 

Andrew  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  II, 
Fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  served  in  tiiat 
noble  regiment  until  the  close  of  the  war. 


He  pai'ticipatcd  in  several  of  the  engage- 
ments of  the  bloody  campaign  that  closed 
the  war,  particularly  in  tlio  immortal  charge 
on  the  lines  at  Petorsbui'g,  Va.,  April  1  and 
2,  1865.  After  receiving  his  discharge  Jfr. 
Anderson  returned  to  Wisconsin,  but  in  18G6 
came  to  Meeker  county,  where  he  took  up  a 
homestead  in  the  town  of  Harve3^  He  Avas 
engaged  in  farming  until  1876,  at  which 
time  he  removed  to  Litchfield  and  entered 
into  the  sale  of  farm  machinery  and  imple- 
ments, lie  made  quite  a  success  in  this  busi- 
ness, and  in  May,  1886,  in  copartnersliip 
with  Nels  0.  G.  Httnson,  he  opened  the 
hardware  establishment  where  he  now  car- 
ries on  business,  and  in  conjunction  with 
which  thoy  still  juake  a  specialty  of  the  sale 
of  agricultural  machinery.  ]\[r.  Andei-son  is 
a  prominent  member  of  Frank  Paggctt 
Post,  No.  35,  G.  A.  E.,  of  Litchfield,  and 
takes  great  interest  in  the  order. 

Hj^RANK  J.  CHEVRE.  the  owner  and 
Jp^  manager  of  the  pioneer  elevator  at 
the  village  of  Parwin,  is  a  native  of  Chau- 
tauqua county,  N.  Y,,  born  November  6, 
1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  J.  and  Jean- 
nette  (Fioyriaj  Chevro,  who  are  of  Fi-ench  an- 
cestry. His  father  came  to  Minnesota  in 
1867,  and  died  in  August,  1874,  and  his  re- 
mains lie  buried  in  Scott  county,  this  State. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  left  the  Empire 
State  with  his  parents  in  1807,  and  settled 
with  them  at  Chaska,  Carver  county,  whore 
he  received  his  primary  education. "  At  the 
age  of  thirteen  heremoved  to  Minneapolis  to 
attend  school  and  remained  until  in  his  nine- 
teenth year,  in  study  and  the  pursuits  of 
knowledge.  For  a  year  thei-eafter  he  was 
engaged  in  keeping  boolcs,  but  at  the  end  of 
that  time  he  came  to  Passcl  and  commenced 
to  learn  the  miller's  trade,  and  finally  took 
charge  of  the  Washingtoji  Jlour  mil)  of  that 
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place  Avhich  he  ran  successfully  until  the 
spring  of  1887,  at  which  time  he  removed  to 
the  village  of  Darwin  and  erected  the-elevar 
tor  where  he  now  carries  on  business.  He  is 
an  unmarried  man,  his  mother  living  with 
him,  and  one  of  the  most  reliable,  trust- 
worthy citizens  of  town,  and,  for  so-  young 
a  man,  possesses  a  large  share  of  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  the  whole  community.  Inhia 
political  views  he  is  in  accord  with  the  prin- 
ciples formulated  by  the  republican  party, 
and  supports,  with  energ}',  the  candidates 
and  platforms  of  that  organization.  As  a 
business  man,  he  is  active,  enterprising  and 
upright,  and  socially,  genial  and  companion- 
able, and  bids  fair  to  achieve  a  high  position 
in  life. 

ENRY  CLAY,  the  popular  postmaster 
J^L  of  the  village  of  Dassel,  is  the  son  of 
Caleb  and  Zilpah  (Akers)  Clay,  and  first  saw 
the  light  January  4,  1842,  in  Lawrence 
county,  Ky.   His  father  was  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  his  mother  of  Tennessee,  who 
had  married  in  Pike  county,  Kj'.,  and  later 
moved   northward  to  Lawrence  county. 
Some  time  after  the  birth  of  our  subject  they 
removed  to  Wayne  county,  "W.  Va.,  where 
they  made  their  home  until  the  spring  of 
1866,  at  which  time  they  came  to  Minnesota 
and  settled  in  McLeod  county.   A  j'e.ar  later 
they  made  their  appearance  in  Collinwood 
township,  this  county,  but  in  the  spring  of 
1868  settled  on  section  28,  in  what  is  now 
Dassel  township,  where  they  resided  until 
called  to  "cross  the  dark  river.  Death,"  the 
mother  in  18Y5,  the  father  in  1877. 
.  ■>    Henry  remained  beneath  the  paternal  roof 
until  September  5,  1861,  when  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Bartrmn,  a 
native  of  Boyd  county,  Ky.,  after  which  he 
with  his  young  wife  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Wayne  county,  W.  Va.   On  the  24th  of 


June,'  1863,  Henry  enlisted  in  Company  B, ,' 
Forty-fifth  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry,  and 
served  in  the  Union  army.   They  were  em- 
ployed in  the  pursuit  of  Morgan  Avhen  on  his 
famous  raid,  and  Mr.  Clay^  with  the  balance 
of  the  command,  was  in  the  saddle  for  twen- 
ty-six days  and  nights,  only  stopping  long, 
enough  to  feed  their  horses  and  cook  their 
coffee.   The  little  sleep  they  got  was  found 
in  the  saddle.   They  were  in  two  engage- 
ments, Mt.  Sterling  and  Cynthiana,  at  the 
last  named  totally  scattering  and  demoral- 
izing the  rebels,  and  the  command  for  sev- 
eral days  Avere  engaged  in  picking  up  strag- 
glers.  Among  them  were  a  cousin  and  an 
old  school  mate,  the  former  with  his  arm 
broken.   Out  of  Mr.  Clay's  family  he  was  the 
only  loyal  one,  all  his  brothers  except  one 
being  in  the  Confederate  army.   He  received 
his  discharge  December  24,  1864,  and  the 
next  spring  came  to  Minnesota,  and  after 
remaining  in  Glencoe  some  eighteen  months 
removed  to  Meeker  county  and  took  up  a 
claim  on  section  32,  in  what  is  now  Dassel 
township.   This  being  all  timber  his  crops 
for  a  year  or  so  were  quite  limited,  but  as 
the  land  was  cleared  they  grew  more  ex- 
tensive.  He  remained  upon  the  farm  until 
1870  or  1871,  and  then  entered  the  employ  of 
the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  «fe  Manitoba  Rail- 
road Company,  building  snow  fences,  al- 
though his  family  resided  on  the  farm.  In 
Decevnber,  1887,  he  removed  his  family  to 
the  village  of  Dassel,  and  on  the  1st  of 
May,  1887,  took  possession  of  the  post- 
oflice;  he  having  been  appointed  to  that  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Clay  is  an  active  and  influential  mem- 
ber of  Colfax  Post,  Fo.  133,  G.  A.  E.,  and 
was  one  of  the  signers  for  a  charter  for  that 
society.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clay  are  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  whose  names  are  as  fol- 
lows — Rufus  E.,  Ida  M.,  John  F.,  Emily  E., 
Walter  Scott  and  Walter  McClellan,  twins, 
and  Clifford  H. 
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I^AYLOR  JOHNSON,  a  leading  Scandi- 


navian farmer  of  CoHinwood  town- 
ship, living  on  section  9,  was  born  in  Sweden 
June  10,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Christina  Johnson.  At  the  age  of  eleven 
years  he  commenced  to  learn  the  tailor's 
trade,  and  followed  that  line  of  business  in 
his  native  land  until  1858,  when,  with  a  nat- 
ural desire  to  better  his  condition  in  life,  he 
crossed  the  ocean  to  America.  He  settled 
in  Carver  county,  this  State,  putting  in  his 
time  on  a  tAventy-acre  tract  that  he  purchased 
there,  and  in  working  for  his  neighbors,  until 
August  20,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry.  The 
next  day  he  heard  of  the  Indian  outbreak, 
and  took  his  family  to  an  island  in  Clear- 
water Lake,  where  many  others  liad  fled  for 
safety,  wliere  they  camped  without  shelter 
from  the  rain.  Three  days  later  Mrs,  John- 
son went  home  to  their  little  cabin  in  tlie 
brush,  Avith  her  four  children,  her  husband 
going  with  his  regiment  to  Glencoe.  lie 
remained  in  that  locality  until  spring,  and 
then  participated  in  the  Sibley  expedition, 
and  was  present  at  the  hanging  of  tlie  thirty- 
eight  Indians  at  Mankato.  In  October,  18G3, 
he,  with  the  regiment,  was  ordered  Soutli, 
and  met  the  enemy  at  Guntown,  Miss.  They 
also  were  engaged  in  the  siege  and  capture 
of  Mobile.  Our  subject  was  mustered  out  of 
service  in  October,  1865,  and  returned  to  his 
home.  While  he  was  absent  in  the  army, 
his  wife  was  laid  up  by  sickness  brought  on 
by  exposure,  and  for  the  last  week  of  her 
illness  she  and  her  little  ones  were  without 
food  or  fire,  although  it  was  cold  winter 
weather.  An  old  man  hobbled  over  on 
crutches,  finally,  to  find  what  had  become 
of  them,  and  helped  them  out  of  their  dis- 
tress by  sawing  up  some  wood  and  sending 
in  some  provisions. 

In  the  spring  of  1866  Mr.  Johnson  removed 
to  Minneapolis,  where  he'was  employed  in 
lumber  yards,  etc.,  until  the  spring  of  1869, 


when  he  came  to  Collinwood  township  and 
settled  where  he  now  lives.  He  was  mar- 
ried November  1,  1855,  to  Christina  Louisa 
Anderson,  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  June  12, 
1836,  and  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Katrina. 
Anderson.  They  have  had  eleven  cliildren, 
namely— -llulda,  born  December  14,  1S5G, 
died  January  11,  1873;  Frank  Victor,  born 
January  1,  1859;  Abbie,  born  October  9, 
1860;  Clara,  born  August  3,  1862;  Godfrey, 
born  April  30,  1866,  and  died  September  10, 
1866;  August,  born  July  2i,'186T;  Joseph- 
ine, born  October  22, 1869 ;  Ida,  born  Decem- 
ber 25,  ISYl,  and  died  September  16, 1878  \ 
Alice,  born  April  li,  1874r;  Ilulda,  born 
July  9,  1876,  and  died  April  24,  1880;  and 
Nathaniel,  born  March  26,  1878. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  zealous  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  repub- 
lican of  the  strict  type,  and  is  an  influential 
citizen.  His  estimable  Avife  is  beloved  by  all 
with  whom  she  comes  in  contact,  and  her 
home-loving  tastes  are  abundantly  testified 
to  by  the  multitude  of  choice  plants  and 
flowering  shrubs  that  adorn  and  beautify 
her  home,  and  make  winter  lovely  with  sum- 
mer's perfumes  and  verdure. 


_  J  AVID  ANDERSON.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  one  of  the  leading  and 
well-to-do  farmers  of  Acton  township,  being 
a  resident  of  section  1  in  that  subdivision  of 
Meeker  county.  He  is  a  native  of  Sweden, 
born  February  14,  1829,  and  a  son  of  Andreas 
and  Christina  Anderson.  In  1861  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  and  for  one  sunnner  he 
woi'ked  in  Illinois ;  then  he  settled  at  Clear- 
water, Wright  count}'-,  Minn.,  \vliere  he 
rented  a  farm  and  remained  for  three  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went  to 
Idaho  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  gold  fields, 
and,  being  very  successful  there,  he  remained 
three  years.   In  1868  he  came  to  Meeker 
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county,  Minn.,  and  bought  240  acres  of  rail- 
road land  in  Acton  townsliip,  where  ho  now 
lives.  Tliree  years  later  lie  returned  to  the 
gold  fields  of  Idaho,  and  engaged  in  mining 
nnd  tl)e  liotel  business,  in  company  with  liis 
brother,  Solomon,  and,  while  in  the  midst  of 
their  prosperity,  making  money  very  rapidly, 
their  mining  camp  broke  up,  many  of  tlieir 
boardei-s  being  left  penniless,  and  from  these 
<md  kindred  causes  they  lost  about  $13,000. 
David,  thereupon,  sold  his  property  there 
returned  to  liis  farm  in  Acton,  and  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising,  Avhicli  business 
lie  has  since  continued.  He  has  a  valuable 
farm,  good  improvements,  and  a  good  deal 
of  stock.  lie  has  met  -with  some  slight  i-e- 
verses,  especially  during  the  grasshopper 
rauls,  but,  withal,  has  been  very  successful, 
and  Jiis  enterprise  and  good  management 
liave  earned  for  him  a  competency.  In  poli- 
tical mattoi-s,  lie  is  republican,  and  in  religion, 
lie  is  a  member  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
Church. 

]\rr.  And^orson  was  married  in  Sweden,  in 
1S52,  to  Miss  Petronella  Samnclsdatter,  a 
native  of  tiic  same  land.  The  fruits  of  their 
union  have  been  one  child,  Solomon,  who 
was  born  on  the  2itli  of  December,  1853. 
Solomon  is  unmarried  and  still  lives  with  his 
parents. 


MELS  CHARLES  G.  HANSON  was  born 
May  14, 1S5Y,  at  Hamburg,  Germany 
Avhilc  Iiis  parents,  Bengt  and  Elna  Hanson, 
were  on  their  way  from  their  native  land, 
SAveden,  to  America,  and  is  a  twin  lirothcr 
of  0.  J.  Ct.  Hanson.  Ilis  parents  settled  on 
a  farm  in  what  is  now  Litchfield  township,  in 
1857,  where  our  subject  grew  to  manhood. 

Charles  remained  with  his  parents  until 
IStO,  at  whicli  time  he  entered  tiie  employ 
of  the  St.  Paul  &  Duluth  Railroad  Company, 
M'ith  whom  he  remained  but  one  winter,  and 


then  worked  for  a  time  for  the  St.  Paul  Har- 
vester Works,  traveling  through  the  country 
as  an  expert  in  their  business.  One  year  later 
he  transferred  his  services  to  the  McCormick 
Harvester  Company,  and  traveled  throiigli 
the  Southern  States,  and  followed  the  harvest 
season  north  again.  In  1886  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  on  section  27,  Litchfield  town- 
ship. In  the  spring  of  1887,  in  company 
with  A.  J.  Anderson,  he  opened  their  pres- 
ent •  hardware  and  agricultural  depot  at 
Litchfield. 

Mr.  Hanson  and  Miss  Clara  L.  Ahlstrom 
Avere  united  in  marriage  June  30,1887.  Tlie 
lady  is  the  daughter  of  A.  M.  and  Christine 
Ahlstrom.  who  were  among  the  earliest  pio- 
neers that  broke  the  way  for  civilization  into 
the  wilds  of  Chisago  county,  Minn. 


McGRAW,  a  prominent 
and  stock-raiser  residing  on 
section  33,  Greenleaf  township,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  residing  in  that  portion  of  the 
county.  He  came  to  Meeker  county  in  18G0 
with  his  parents,  who  were  Michael  and 
Winnefred  McGraw,  and  the  father  selected 
160  acres  of  land  on  section  26,  in  Greenleaf 
township.  At  that  time  the  family  consisted 
of  the  parents,  six  boys  and  two  girls,  and 
four  of  the  bo'ys  are  still  living  here.  Accom- 
panying the  party  were  Patrick  Manley  and 
family,  M.  Hanley  and  family,  M.  Ryan  and 
family,  Lewis  Mali er  and  family,  and  a  Mr. 
Carrigan  and  family,  all  of  whom  settled  in 
Greenleaf.  The  party  arrived  in  July,  and 
Michael  McGraw  at  once  put  up  a  cabin  and 
began  improvements.  He  remained  on  the 
farm,  except  during  the  Indian  troubles, 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
March,  1878.  His  widow  is  still  living  on 
the  old  farm. 

Cornelius  McGi\w.  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  remained  with  his  parents  until 
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the  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak.  After  they 
heard  of  the  killing  of  Jones  and  Baker,  lie 
v/ent  to  G.  C.  "Whitcomb's  to  learn  the  par- 
ticulars, and  returned  that  night.  The  fol- 
lowing day  the  whole  settlement  gathered  at 
Whitcomb's.  and  remained  there  for  two 
days,  Avhen  all  hands  started  for  Forest  City, 
driving  their  stock  with  them.  The  follow- 
ing day  Cornelius  returned  to  his  father's 
house  and  found  that  the  Indians  had  been 
tliere,  but  had  not  burned  it.  After  Whit- 
comb  had  returned  from  St.  Paul  with  guns 
and  ammunition,  Cornelius  enlisted  in  the 
company  which  was  organ ixed,  and  served 
in  it  until  it  was  disbanded.  In  the  spring 
of  1863  he  joined  the  Independent  Battalion. 
Minnesota  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  served  on 
the  frontier  until  the  war  closed.  He  then 
returned  to  Greenleaf  and  worked  at  various 
things  until  1869  when  he  purchased  160 
acres  of  wild  land  on  section  27,  and  at  once 
began  improvements.  He  lived  upon  that 
for  about  ten  years,  when  ho  sold  it  and 
bought  his  present  place  on  section  33,  where 
he  now  has  235  acres,  Avell  improved  with 
excellent  buildings.  lie  devotes  his  attention 
largely  to  stock-raising,  and  his  able  manage- 
ment has  placed  him  among  the  most  prom- 
inent stock-raisers  and  general  farmers  of 
the  county. 

He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  educa- 
tional mattei's,  and  has  held  various  offices 
in  his  district.  In  political  matters  he  does 
not  hold  himself  bound  to  any  party,  but 
acts  independentl3\ 

Ml'.  McGraw  made  a  gallant  and  credit- 
able record  during  Indian  times.  When  the 
Indians  made  the  attack  on  Forest  City,  he 
was  asleep,  and,  not jintil  the  bullets  were 
flying  thick  and  Indians  yelling  all  around 
was  lie  aroused.  He  started  up  to  find  that 
lie  was  left  alone  M'itli  a  single  companion. 
They  each  grasped  a  bo.x:  of  ammunition  and 
fire  arms,  a  heavy  load,  and  started  for  the 
stockade,  arriving  in  safety  amidst  the  yells 


and  bullets  of  the  foe.  For  three  years  and  a 
half  he  Avas  in  service,  lighting  the  redskins 
Avheneveran  opportunity  presented,  and  never 
flinched  when  duty  called.  He  l;egan  fight- 
ing Indians  when  only  sixteen,  and  his  brav- 
ery equaled  that  of  the  hardiest  of  men.  He 
was  one  of  the  nine  Avho  remained  in  Forest 
City  in  those  trying  times,  when  there  Avas 
scarcely  a  white  man  in  the  county  beside 
themselves. 

EORGE  MAYNARD,  The  subject  of 
>^pr  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  residents  of 
Kingston  township  at  present,  although  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  tiio  town  of  Dassel, 
Avhere  he  located  in  May,  ISGO.  He  made 
his  home  in  that  part  of  the  county  for  about 
twenty  years  and  then  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent place,  which  is  locateil  upon  section  32. 
He  is  one  of  the  "  woods  "  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  the  town,  and  one  of  its  represent- 
ative citizens. 

Mr.  Miiynard,  was  born  in  Floyd  county, 
Ky.,  on  the  27tli  of  August,  1852,  and  is  the 
son  of  Eev.  William  and  Sarah  (Parsons) 
Maynard.  His  father  was,  also,  born  upon 
"the  dark  and  bloody  ground,"  and  Avas 
ordained  a  minister  in  1860,  and  fii-st  preached 
the  gospel  in  Floyd  county,  in  his  native 
State.  He  came  to  Meeker  county  in  1866, 
settling  in  Dassel,  Avhei'c  he  cast  the  first 
A'ote  after  its  organization,  and  Avliere  he  has 
continued  to  fulfill  his  duties  as  watchman 
upon  the  walls  of  Zion,  since  coming  hero. 
He  is  still  a  resident  of  Dassel. 

George  Maynard  Avas  but  thirteen  years  of 
age  Avhen  his  parents  came  here,  and  was 
reared  the  balance  of  his  days  in  this  county, 
together  with  his  bi-others  and  sisters.  These 
latter  Avere  Susan,  Nancy,  Onui,  Charity, 
Maggie,  James  K  and  Eobort  G.  Finishing 
the  education  began  in  Kentucky,  after 
coming  here,  Mr.  Maynard  gi'cw  to  man- 
hood upon  his  father's  farm. 
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Miircli  5, 1876,  George  Maynard  and  Miss 
Margaret  Sanson  were  united  in  marriage. 
The  lady  is  a  native  of  "West  Virginia,  born 
in  1859,  and  daughter  of  Riloy  and  Sarah 
Sanson,^ -ivlio  were  natives  of  the  same  State, 
but  residents  of  this  county  now.  Ey  this 
union  tliorc  have  been  born  a  family  of  five 
cliildren  — Sarah,  William  R.,  Minerva  J., 
.  Margaret  A.  and  James  M.  Mr.  Maynard  is 
amember  of  the  Seventh  Day  Advent  Church. 
In  his  politics  he  affiliates  with  the  republi- 
can party. 

fOHN  OGREN,  a  wealthy,  successftil  and 
prominent  fanner,  and  stock-i-aiser,  re- 
siding on  section  20,  Danielson  township, 
comes  of  the  same  thrifty  and  enterprising 
nationality  whicJi  forn)s  such  a  large  ele- 
ment in  tiic  best  chiss  of  citizens  in  Minne- 
sota's population.  Industrious,  economical 
and  enterprising,  bis  characteristics  are  the 
natural  result  of  the  general  training  given 
to  the  youth  of  his  nationality.  Having 
come  here  a  poor  man  and  accunnilated  a 
comfortable  property  he  is  a  self-made  man, 
and  his  pre.sent  easy  circumstances  is  entirely 
due  to  his  own  industry  and  efforts. 

Mr.  ..Ogren  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Han- 
nah Anderson,  and  n-as  born  in  Sweden  on 
the  ITth  March,  1838.  His  early  life  was 
spent  in  his'  native  land,  ivhere  he  remained 
imtil  1 8G9,  when  lie  came  to  the  United 
States  and  proceeded  to  Stillwater,  Minn., 
where  he  remained  for  four  months,  being 
employed  for  two  week's  on  tljc  river,  and 
the  balance  of  the  time  working  for  farmers. 
At  the  expiration  of  tljat  time,  October  1, 
18C9,  he  came  to  ]\[eckcr  county,  Minn.,  and 
took  a  homestead  on  section  20,  in  Danielson 
township,  Avhere  he  still  lives,  lie  now  owns 
r)20  acres  of  land  upon  which  he  has  placed 
excellent  buikling  improvements.  The  farm 
is  among  the  most  valuable  in  the  township, 


as  a  good  share  of  it  is  under  cultivation!, 
lie  has  it  well  stocked.  When  Mr.  Ogren- 
took  his  homestead  he  had  only  $10  left  after 
buying  one  cow  and  a  yoke  of  oxen. 

Mr.  Ogren  was  married  on  the  4th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1868,  to  Carrie  Larson,  a  daughter  of 
lewis  and  Bertha  Lai-son,  who  was  born 
February  13, 183T.  Their  marriage  has  been 
blessed  with  six  children,  as  follows— An- 
drew, born  December  1,  1868,  died  March 
lY,  1870;  Josephine,  born  July  19,  1870; 
Hilda  Christine,  born  November  1,  1872; 
William,  born  April  11, 1874;  Anna  Caro- 
lina, born  March  31,  1876 ;  and  Alfred,  born 
July  8,  1879.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Ogren  is  a  repub- 
lican, and  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
matters  affecting  the  welfaiie  of  his  town- 
ship as  an  organization.  He  has  held  vari- 
ous local  offices,  including  those  of  school 
treasurer  one  year,  and  road  overseer  three 
years. 

^^LDOLPH  .MAASS,  an  enterprising,  intel- 
jP^3l  ligent  and  successful  farmer  residing 
on  section  3,  Litchfield  township,  Avas  born 
in  Brandenburg,  Germany,  on  the  14th  of 
J uly,  1840,  tind  is  a  son  of  John  and  Maria 
(EvBiit)  Maas.  The  parents  are  both  dead, 
having  died  in  their  native  land.  Adolph 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  land,  receiv- 
ing a  common-school  education,  and  working 
most  of  the  time  on  a  farm.  He  acquired  the 
same  habits  of  frugality  and  industry  that 
characterizes  his  race  and  makes  them  (he 
most  desirable  citizens  which  Minnesota  has 
received  fj-om  the  Old  World.  In  1809 
Adoljjh  came  to  the  United  States  and  set- 
tled in  St.  Louis  county.  Mo.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years  and  then  went  to  Ten- 
nessee. A  year  later  he  went  back  to  Mis- 
souri, and  after  a  year's  residence  there  he 
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came  to  Minnesota,  and  after  remaining  for 
a  few  months  in  Goodhue  county,  returned 
to  Missouri.  Tiie  following  summer  of  1875, 
he  again  came  to  Minnesota,  and  after  re- 
maining for  two  winters  in  Scott  county,  in 
1878  he  came  to  Meeker  county,  and  settled 
in  Litchfield  township,  wliere  he  has  since 
lived.  He  has  a  valuable  farm  within  easy 
reach  of  the  county  seat,  and  there  devotes 
his  attention  to  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising. 

Mr.  Maass  was  married  on  the  17th  of  No- 
vember, 1877,  to  Miss  Augusta  Arndt,  and 
■,  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two  chil- 
dren, Frederick  and  Adolph,  both  of  whom 
are  still  living  and' at  home.  Mrs.  Maa.ss  is 
also  a  native  of  Germany.  She  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1868  with  her  parents  and 
they  settled  in  Scott  county,  Minn.,  where 
the  father  and  mother  are  still  living.  Tlie 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matiss  took  place 
in  that  county. 

In  political  mattere  Mr.  Maass  does  not 
^fojlow  the  dictates  of  any  party,  but  acts  in- 
"^(lepKBtidentiy  and  votes  for  the  man  rather 
than*creed.    Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maass^are 
active  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
are  exemplary  Christian  people. 

"I^UKE  RAILS,  one  of  the  industrious,  ener- 
11^^  getic  and  able  farmers  of  Manannah 
township,  came  to  Meeker  county  in  the  fall 
of  1866,  with  two  other  men,  Silas  and  John 
Cossairt,  and  took  up  a  homestead  claim  in 
the  spring  of  1867.  As  an  instance  of  his 
foresight  ho  said  to  his  companions,  although 
they  had  no  neighbors  for  miles,  nothing 
between  them  and  Manannah  or  Forest  City, 
that  inside  of  twenty  years  there  would  be  a 
railroad  through  here,  meaning  by  their 
farms  or  near  them,  and  that  he  Avould  btiy 
a  railroad  "forty,"  on  section  3,  Avhethcr  he 
took  up  a  homestead  or  not,  wliich  he  accord- 


ingly did,  and  in  1886  the  Minneapolis  and 
Pacific  Eailroad  came  to  the  neighborhood. 
Soon  after  neighbors  became  more  plentiful 
and  the  vicinity  settled  up. 

Mr.  Eails  is  fi  native  of  Veririillion  county^ 
111.,  born  April  27,  ISiO,  and  is  the  son  of 
James  .and  Sarah  (Wiles)  Eails.  He  was. 
reared  in  that  portion  of  the  great  "  Prairie 
State,"  and  early  in  life  was  initiated  into 
the  mysteries  of  agriculture  and  hard  work. 
Attainingthe  years  of  manhood,  with  a  nat- 
ural desire  for  a  home  of  his  own  and  the 
joys  of  the  family  hearth,  he  was  united  in 
marriage,  March  10, 1804:,  with  Miss  Eliza 
A.  Cossairt,  a  native,  also,  of  Vermillion: 
county,  and  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Eiichel  (Venible)  Cossairt..  Shortly  after 
tiiis  happy  event  he  removed  to  Ford  county, 
111.,  but  in  September,  186('>,  started  from 
there  with  teams,  for  Stearns  county,  Minn. 
In  tlicir  party  wore  Samuel  (Cossairt  and 
family,  Mr.  Eails  and  wife,  and  two  young 
men.  On  tlieir  arrival  they  settled  here,  as 
mentioned  above.  Mi'.  Eails  has  now  a  farm 
of  200  acres  of  land,  and  has  made  good 
improvements  on  the  place.  Both  ho  and 
his  wife  are  membei-s  of  the  Christian 
Church  at  Eden  Valley  and  zealous  Avoi-kers 
in  the  vineyard  of  our  Lord. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Eails  consists 
of  four  children — William  II.,  born  April  26, 
1865;  Samuel  F.,  born  April  1,  1871;  Leslie 
E.,  born  July  28,  1874;  Edith  V.,  born  July 
23,  1879. 

J^RS.  MARY  BELFOY  {nk  McGannon). 
^i^Oj^L.  resident  of  Litchlield,  is  a 
native  of  Jennings  county,  Ind.,  born  July 
8,  1843,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Mai-y  (Carney),  McGannon.  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Kentucky,  I'espcctivoly.  She  was 
united  in  mawiage,  June  IJ,  1862,  Avith  John 
Black  well. 
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John  Bltickwell  was  born  in  Gloucester- 
shire, England,  January  4,  1832,  and  came 
to  Meeker  county  April  15,  185Y,  and  set- 
tled in  Acton,  where  lie  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neers,   lie  wivs  a  mason  by  trade,  but  found 
but  little  to  do  at  that  calling  in  tlie  new 
country,  so  worked  on  his  farm  in  sumn\cr 
and  taught  school  in  the  winter  seasons, 
being  the  first  to  teacli  in  Litchfield  town- 
ship.   After  his  marriage  he  wont  onto  his 
farm  to  live,  and  while  tliere  was  interrupted 
by  the  news  of  tiio  Indian  outbreak.    On  the 
eventful  night  of  August  17,  1802,  he  organ- 
ized a  posse  to  go  to  the  houses  of  Jones 
and  Baker  to  assist  the  wounded,  if  any,  and 
was  the  first  to  enter  the  Baker  cabin,  where 
with  a  steady  hand  he  struck  a  light,  a  peril- 
ous proceeding  under  the  circumstances,  as 
lie  made  himself  a  mark  for  any  lurking  foe. 
lie  it  was  tliat  found  tiic little  ciiild  !\.t  Jones' 
house  and  gave  him  into  the  hands  of  one  of 
the  men  who  accompanied  him.    Son\e  time 
after  this  he  went  to  Anoka  with  his  yoimg 
wife  and  there  remained  until  1805,  when  he 
returned  to  tliis  - county  and  opened  a  store 
in  the  township  of  Ripley,  now  Litchfield. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  register  of  deeds  and  removed  to 
Forest  City.  Sliortly  after  assuming  the  duties 
of  that  position,  James  M.  Harvey,  tiio  clerk 
of  the  district  court,  died,  and  tluit  oifice  was 
also  conferred  u])on  Mr.  Blackwell,  and  a  short 
time  after  he  was  also  made  school  examiner, 
thus  holding  tliree  olHces  at  one  and  the 
same  time.   From  this  time  on  he  Avas  an 
occupant  of  some  of  tiie  county  ofiices  until 
Ills  death,  which  took  place  May  21,  18T5, 
wliile  lie  was  judge  of  probate,   lie  left  five 
children— Minnie,  wife  of  F.  P.  Olney,  of 
Litchlield;  Mary  J.,  Mrs.  Charles  Downey, 
of  Minneapolis;  Addic,  George,  and  John 
at  homo,  and  Mattic,  deceased.   On  the  7th 
day  of  January,  1881,  Mrs.  Blackwell  was 
again  married,  this  time  to  Frank  Belfoy. 
Frank  Belfoy  was  a  lawyer  by  profession, 


and  a  native  of  Prescott,  Province  of  Ont?i- 
rio,  Canada,  born  November  1,  1827.  He 
came  to  Forest  City  in  1868  and  tliere  estab- 
lished the  pioneer  journal  of  Meeker  county. 
The  News,  which  he  edited  in  connection 
with  his  legal  practice.  In  1809  he  removed 
to  Litchfield  and  in  187i  he  sold  the  sqb. 
scription  books  and  good- will  of  Tlic  News 
to  Da<rgett  &  Joubert,  wlio  consolidated  with 
The  Ledger,  and  Mr.  Belfoy  devoted  his  sole 
attention  to  his  profession.  In  1876  Mr. 
Belfoy  purchased  an  interest  in  the  News- 
Ledger  with  Mr.  Joubertj  and  assumed  the 
greater  share  of  the  editorial  labpr,  which  he 
continued  until  July  16,  1881,  when  he  was 
called  to  "  that  land  elysian,  whose  portals 
we  call  death."  His  widow  is  still  a  resident 
of  the  village  of  Litchfield.  By  her  last 
union  there  was  born  one  child,  Frank,  living 
at  liome  with  his  surviving  parent. 

#USTOF  BERGQUIST,  an  energetic, 
and  thrifty  Swedish  farmer  of  Collin-* 
wood  township,  resides  upon  section  10, 
where  he  owns  some  eighty  acres  of  land. 
His  home  is  pleasantly  located,  afid  is  sur- 
rounded by  his  excellent  outbuildings.  His 
stock,  to  which  he  gives  considerable  atten- 
tion, is  of  good  strains,  and  the  place  evinces 
the  prosperity  and  care  of  the  proprietor. 
He  was  born  in  Sweden  August  2,  1831,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Eva  Katrina  Mag- 
ason.  He  made  his  home  in  his  native  land 
until  he  was  about  forty  years  of  age,  when, 
realizing  the  fact  that  it  Was  almost  impossi- 
ble in  that  section  of  the  world  for  a  man  to 
acliieve  a  competence,  determined  to  seek  in 
America  a  new  home.  Accordingly,  in  1871, 
he  sailed  from  there,  and  on  landing  in  the 
United  States,  went  at  once  to  Duluth,  where 
he  was  emjiloyed  three  years  in  a  saw-mill. 
From  there  lie  removed  to  Tliomson,  this 
State,  where  he  ran  a  lath  mill  in  summer 
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and  worked  in  the  pineries  during  the  winter, 
for  two  years.  In  1876  lie  came  to  Colli  n- 
wood  township,  this  county,  wliere  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  and  set- 
tled down  to  an  agricultural  life.  He  has 
prospered  according  to  his  merits  since  com- 
ing here,  and  richly  deserves  the  esteem  and 
respect  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  people  of 
the  community.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
town  treasurer  for  some  three  or  four  years, 
and  being  a  strict  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Churcli,  has  acted  as  deacon  and  treasurer  of 
that  organization  for  some  time. 

Mr.  Bergquist  Avas  married  May  5,  1860, 
to  Miss  Anna  Louisa  Peterson,  also  a  native 
of  Sweden,  and  daugliter  of  Peter  and  Ka- 
trine Carlson.  By  this  union  there  has 
been  born  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
the  following  is  a  record — Axel  Edward  was 
born  December  25,1861 ;  'John  Siegfried  was 
born  November  2,  1864;  Jennie  Augusta's 
birth  took  place  November  4,  1867  ;  France 
Augustus  was  born  March  19, 1871,  and  died 
August  19,  1872  ;  Anna  Olize  was  born  July 
1,  1873,  and  died  April  19,  1885;  Walter 
Emanuel  was  born  April  23, 1879 ;  Carl  Otto, 
born  July  10, 1882 ;  and  August  William  was 
born  March  24,  1885.  Axel  E.  married  Miss 
Ilulda  Swanson,  and  Ijves  on  section  15,  Col- 
lin wood  ;  and  Jennie  A.,  now  Mrs.  Theodore 
Premous,  and  is  a  resident  of  Dassel. 

/^LE  JOHNSON  RENOS,  is  a  respected 
and  thrifty  farmer~o?  Acton  town- 
ship, Meeker  county,  Minn.  He  is  a  son  of 
Jolin  and  Betsy  KcnoSv  and  was  born  in 
Norway  in  1825.  TIio  greater  part  of  his 
life  Avas  spent  in  his  native  land,  and  he  was 
married  there,  in  October,  1860,  to  Miss  Mary" 
Gunderson.  They  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1872,  and  for  two  years  after  tiieir  arrival 
they  lived  in  Minneapolis.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  they  came  to  Acton  town- 


ship and  purchased  120  acres  of  railroad  land 
on  section  19,  where  they  still  live,  and  where 
they  now  have  a  comfortable  home  in  whicii 
to  spend  their  declining  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Renos  have  but  one  child,  a  daughter,  Jktsy, 
who  was  born  on  the  27th  of  November, 
1865. 

Betsy  Renos  Avas  married  on  the  13th  of 
March,  1882,  to  John  Jacob  Oestadt,  and 
they  are  living  with  her  parents.  They  have 
been  blessed  with  one  child,  Mina Helen,  Avho 
was  born  on  the  27tli  of  November,  1885.  The 
family  are  all  members  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church. 

I^TENRY  Mc  CANN.  The  subject  of  this 
jHL  biogra])hical  sketch  is  a  successful 
and  enterprising  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  who 
resides  on  section  9,  llarvoy  township.  Ho 
is  a  native  of  Lowell,  Miiss.,  and  was  born 
on  the  1st  of  April,  1859.  His  parents,  Avho 
were  natives  of  Ireland,  were  Thomas  and 
Alice  (McLaughlin)  McCann. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  1867,'  quite  a  party  of 
settlers  left  Lowell,  Mass.,  bent  upon  finding 
homes  in  Minnesota,  the  McCann  family 
being  among  the  number.  They  finally 
arrived  at  Clearwater,  and  from  there,  with 
teams,  they  made  their  Avay  across  the 
country  to  Forest  City.  Thomas  McCann^ 
the  father  of  our  subject,  located  on  section 
10,  in  Harvey  township,  where  he  remained 
-  for  seven  years,  and  then  removed  to  Manan- 
nali  township,  where  he  still  resides. 

llenry  McOann_  remained  at  home  until 
he  had  arrived  at  tiie  age  of  twonty-one 
years,  when  he  began  making  his  own  way 
in  the  Avorld.,  With  the  exception  of  one 
winter  spent  in  tlie  pineries,  his  home  has 
been  in  Harvey  township,  constantly,  since 
that  time.  He  now  lias  a  valuable  farm  of 
120  acres,  and  a  comfortable  home.  A  good 
share  of  his  place  is  under  a  high  state  of 
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cultivation,  and,  in  connection  witli  liis 
general  farming  operations,  he  carries  on 
stock-raising  to  a  considerable  extent.  In 
political  matters  lie  votes  the  democratic 
ticket,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  tlie  township  in  whicii  iie  resides. 

Our  subject  Avas  married  on  the  24th  of 
November,  1884,  to  Miss  Katie  A.  Mitchell. 
and  they  have  been  the  ])arents  of  two  chil- 
dren, as  follows — Miss  Allice,  born  March  1, 
1880;  and  Harry,  born  March  15,  1888. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCann  are  devout  and 
.active  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  his  lady 
took  place  at  East  Minneapolis,  the  cere- 
mony being  jierformcd  by  the  Eev.  Father 
O'Ecilly,  of  St.  Anthonj"^  church. 

BANIEL  McLANE.  The  subject  of  the 
following  i)iography  is  one  of  the 
finest  rejirosentativcs  of  a  class  of  foreign- 
born  citizens,  who  have  brought  the  thrift 
and  energy,  which  was  their  only  heritage 
in  their  native  land,  to  this  country,  with  its 
great  possibilities,  and  are  accomplishing  the 
best  results  in  their  application  under  the 
influence  of  American  institutions. 

]\[r.  McLaiie  is  a  native  of  County  Antrim, 
Ireland,  born  October  9,  1854,  and  is  the  son 
of  Patrick  and  Marian  (Close')  McLane.  He 
■was  reared  in  the  Emerald  Isle  and  remained 
in  the  land  of  his  birth  until  1879,  when,  with 
a  natural  wish  to  better  his  fortune,  he  crossed 
the  stormy  bosom  of  the  Atlantic,  landing  at 
NoAV  York  City.  From  there  he  proceeded 
to  Chicago,  but,  a  few  months  later,  in  1880, 
came  to  Litchfield  and  opened  the  wholesale 
and  retail  grocery  store  now  ynder  the  pro- 
prietorship of  W.  IL_l)art,  building  the  store 
building  in  the  summer  of  1881.  He  re- 
mained in  tins  line  of  trade  until  18S7,  Avhen, 
being  desirous  of  a  change  in  his  business,  he 
sold  out  to  Mr.  Dart^  as  he  had  the  previous 


year  entered  into  a  copartnership  Avith  L.  D. . 
Crowe,  in  the  agricultural  implement  busi- 
ness. ■  Devoting  his  abundant  energies  to 
this  hne  of  trade  Mr.  McLane  is  rapidly  and 
surely  acquiring  a  prominent  place  among 
the  business  men  of  this  section  of  the  State, 
and  has  the  warmest  respect  and  esteem  of 
his  fellow-citizens. 

TEETER  J.  LUNDj  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Meeker  count}',  and  the  first  set- 
tler in  Acton  township,  still  has  his  resi- 
dence on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  4, 
■where  he  first  located  in  1857. 

Mr.  Lund  is  a  native  of  Skone,  Sweden, 
born  October  2, 1821,  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  1852.  After  short  stays  in  Knoxville 
and  Molina,  111.,  he  located  in  Chisago 
county,  this  State,  where  he  remained  until 
coming  liere.  During  the  Indian  troubles  he 
suffered  much  loss  of  property,  the  savages 
burning  his  liouses,  stealing  his  horses  and 
running  off  his  stock.  He  heard  of  the  out- 
rage and  left  his  house  in  a  hurry  with  his 
family  to  Forest  City,  and  leaving  tliem  in 
safety  returned  to  his  place  with  six  or  seven 
ncighboi's,  for  lie  had  considerable  provi- 
sions, etc.,  in  his  house,  which  he  had  accu- 
mulated to  sell  to  such  of  his  neighbors  as  • 
needed  them.  They  approached  the  house 
cautiously,  seeing  everywhere  the  evidences 
of  the  Indians  having  been  about,  and  did 
not  dare  to  light  a  candle  or  even  a  match. 
The  house  had  been  broken  open  and  Mr. 
Lund,  entering,  could  see  by  the  dim  light 
that  the  drawers  tand  trunks  had  been  forced 
and  their  clothing  stolen.  He  went  up  stairs 
and  dropped  two  sacks  of  flour  to  the 
friends  below,  and,  taking  a  trunk  that  was 
still  intact,  left.  These  depreciations  he  lays 
to  the  Home  Guards,  as  the  Indians  had  not 
been  there  yet,  but  at  the  time  he  did  not 
know  it.    After  loading  these  tilings  on  a 
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sled,  they  got  a  yoke  of  the  neighbore'  oxen 
which  they  hitched  to  it,  and  drove  out  on 
the  prairie,  where  the  others  liad  congre- 
gated with  their  teams.  All  heing  afi-aid, 
he  volunteered  to  lead,  but  confesses  that  lie 
lay  pretty  close  to  the  sled  and  kept  his 
eyes  wide  open  for  Indians.  Tlie^'  got 
through  safely  to  Forest  City,  although  the 
savages  shortly  afterwards  burned  his  house 
and  destroyed  all  the  property  they  could. 
During  tlie  attack  on  tlie  stockade  at  Forest 
City,  on  the  morning  of  the  4rth  of  Septem- 
ber, Mr.  Lund  says  that  an  opening  existed 
in  the  line  of  fortification  on  the  north  side, 
and  tiiat  -while  he  and  another  man  lield 
poles  and  planks  across  the  opening,  Ilamlet 
Stevens,  now  the  banker  at  Litchfield,  calmly 
nailed  them  fast, .  although  the  bullets  were 
singing  round  their  heads  pretty  freely,  and 
also  says  tliat  Mr.  Stevens  built  tlie  lii-st 
house  in  Grove  City,  while  he  boarded  with 
Mr.  Lund, 

Mr.  Lund  has  now  a  fine  farm  of  350  iacres 
of  land,  although  he  Avas  a  poor  man  when 
he  came  here.  He  was  married,  in  May, 
1850,  in  Sweden,  to  Miss  Ellen  Kelson,  who 
is  the  mother  of  seven  children — Anna, 
deceased  ;  Ingra,  Sarah,  Joanna,  Amy,  and 
Nels,  deceased. 


■T|j,OUlS  MARTENSON,  a  respected  .farm- 
fej,  er,'  residing  on  section  25,  Litclifield 
township,  is  a  son  of  Marten  and  Pernella, 
Larsen.  and  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  Gth 
of  September,  1844.  He  lived  with  his 
parents  in  the  old  country  until  1ST2,  when 
he  came  to  the  United  States  with  J'eter 
Martcnson  and  Peter  Olson,  and  the  party 
settled  in  Meeker  county,  Minn. 

In  1879  Louis  Martenson  was  married  to 
Anna  Johnson.  She  Avas  born  in  Sweden 
February  10,  1850,  and  came  to  America 
with  her  parents,  Jonas  and  Lovisa  J ohnson^ 


in.  1869.  Her  father  died  in  18T0,  and  her 
mother  lives  with  Louis  and  his  wife.  Four 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Martenson,  as  follows— Emma  Lovise,  born 


May  28,  1880;  Axel  Albert,  born  October 
16,  1883;  Oscar  Louander,  born  Februaiy 
l-t,  1885 ;  and  Marten  Edward,  born  August 
14, 1887.  Mr.  Martenson. devotes  his  entire 
time  to  farming  and  stock-raising  and  is  very 
successful.  His  good  management,  economy 
and  enterprise  have  not  been  without  their 
reward,  and  he  is  now  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances and  has  a  pleasant  home.  lie  has 
also  met  witli  some  serious  reverse*  in  the 
way  of  loss  of  crops.  In  1 SS7  liis  crops  were 
almost  wholly  destroyed  by  the  terrific  hail- 
storm which  swept  over  this  portion  of  the 
county. 

EV.  HUGH  McDEVlTT,  resident  priest 
of  the  CatlTolic  Gliurcli  at  Manannah, 
is  a  native  of  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  born 
on  the  3d  of  February,  1843,  and  is  tlio  son 
of  Winil'redo  O'Flahcrty  and  William 
McDevitt.   He  received  his  education  in  the 


Missionary  College  of  All  Hallows,  Dublin  ; 
promoted  to  the  order  of  priestliood  on  the 
27th  of  June,  1865,  and  served  for  some  yeai-s 
as  a  missionary  in  the  diocese  of  Sydney,  N. 
S.  "VV.  Returning  to  Ireland,  with  the  per- 
mission of  his  superiors  he  came  to  America, 
and  became  affiliated  with  the  Diocese  of  St. 
Paul  many  years  ago.  He  is  now  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  IVisiiop  Ireland.  Prior  to 
liis  coming  to  Jklanannali,  be  served  in  the 
missions  of  Chatfield,  Pine  Island  and  Boll 
Creek,  witli  excellent  rosults.  On  the  re- 
moval of  Father  ■  King  to  St.  Stei)lien's 
church,  he  Was  requested  by  the  bishop  to 
succeed  Father  King,  and  came  to  Litcliliold 
on  the  1st  of  May,  ISSo.  ]\fanaiiituli  was 
tlien  united  to  Litchfield,  services  being  held 
everv  alternate  Sunday.    Seeing  the  ueces- 
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sity  Of  Mana.nnali  having  a  resident  priest, 
he  mentioned  tlie  matter  to  tlie  bisliop.  wJio 
gave  Jiim  every  cncourfigenient  in  his  under- 
taking.  Jle  ininic(Iift,to]y  began  tlie  erection 
of  tlie  pastoral  residence,  at  a  cost  of  $2,000. 
.,  Tlie  congregation  was  rejoiced  Unit  a  priest 
was  to  reside  with  them ;  all  subscribed 
JioWy,  and  coiipenitccl  with  tlieir  jmest  in 
providing  every  i-eqnisite.   He  is  a  priest 
sti-ict  in  all  church  mattei-s,  Jcind,  but  firm  in 
what  lie  considers  his  duty  both  to  church  and 
people.   We  wisli  him  God-speed  in  all  his 
imdertakmgs  and  best  endeavors  for  the  wel- 
fare an(igood  of  his  congregation,  and  to  cul- 
tivate the  i)ortion  of  his  Master's  vineyard 
entrusted  to  his  care  with  Heaven's  choicest 
flowers. 


OHN  W.J<NIGHT,  dealer  in  tubular 
well  jnaciiincry,  wood  pumps,  rubber 
goods  {.nd  engine  extras,  and  one  of  the  prom- 
inent business  men  of  Litchfield,  is  an  old  set- 
tler m Sleeker  county.  lV[r.  Knight  is  a  native 
of  Ikrrilvillc,  R.  I.,  born~Srtne  18th  of 
August,  1S41.  His  p,u.ents  were  William 
ami  Abigail  (Olnc^  Knigiit,  both  natives  of 
Massacliusetts,  whoso  forefathers  on  both 
sides  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  iSat 
region,  and  the  mothers  brother,  Wilson 
Olne^,  was  an  Indian  agent  in  Massachu- 
setts many  years  ago.  / 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  was  one  of  a 
family  of  six  children,  as  follows  — William 
Henry,  of  Swanzey,  K  H.,  where  lie  has 
been  steadily  employed  in  a  bucket  factory 
for  thirty  years;  Abigail,  now  Mrs.  0.  O.-Car^ 
Jjcntei-,  of  Gracevillo,  Minn.;  John  W. ;  Liz- 
zie G.,  now  Mrs.  _Fit.cli,  of  Swanzcy,  N.  H  ; 
Mary,  now  Jfrs.  White,  of  Jveene,  N.  H.; 
I)atte  S.,  of  Hinsdale,  N.  H.,  an  overseer 
in  a  largo  blaiilcefc  factoiy;  and  Hattie  IS'"., 
now  a  Mrs.  White,  of  Keeno,  N.  IL 
John  W.  Knight  remained  with  his  ])arcnts 


working  on  a  farm  and  attending  school  when 
opportunity  offered  until  he  was  eighteen, 
years  of  age,  when  he  purchased  his  "time" 
of  his  father  and  began  life  on  his  own 
account.   He  worked  in  factories  and  at 
whatever  he  found  profitable  until  March  3, 
18G1,  when  he  enlisted  in  ComiJanvK,  Sec- 
ond NewILampshire  Infantry  for  three  years 
service.   He  Avas  mustered  in  at  Concord, 
N.  H.,  on  the  4th  of  April  and  his  regiment 
was  a,ssigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
The  fii-st  actual  service  Avas  at  the  siege  of 
Yorktown,  Va.,  under  Gen.  G.  E..McGlellan. 
From  there  they  went  to  Williamsburg  with 
.  tlie  division  under  General  Hooker,  and  there 
Mr.  _Knight  was  seriously  wounded  by  the 
concussion  of  a  shell ;  a  comrade  to  liis  right 
having  his  head  taken  off,  and  one  to  his  left 
Jiaving  a  leg  amputated  by  the  same  shell. 
Mr.  Knight  Avas  taken  to  the  Williamsburg 
hospital  and  a  short  time  later  to  the  York- 
town  hospital,  and  there  remained  until  the 
latter  place  was  evacuated.   He  was  finally 
mustered  out  and  discharged  for  disability 
July  31, 1803,  at  Concord,  K.  H. 

On  the  27th  of  August,  1803,  ho  was  mar- 
ried l)y  Rev.  S.  S.  Dudley  to  Miss  Abbio'  P. 
J'^etcher,  a  native  of  Acworth,  N.  II.,  born 


March  18,  1845.  A  short  time  later  they 
went  to  Winchendon,  Mass.,  wiiere  Mr. 
Knight  Avas  engaged  in  the  sewing  machine 


factory  of  Ggodspeed  &  AVeyman.  for  about 
one  year,  when  he  went  to  Marlborough, 
N".  H.  A  short  time  later  he  went  to  Bellows 
ralls,Vt.,  and  retnained  tJiere  until  Mav,  1  SCO, 
when  he  came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.  He 
selected  a  homestead  on  section  28,  in  For- 
est City  township,  and  commenced  improv- 
ing his  land,  erecting  the  kind  of  a  cabin 
customary  with  the  early  settlers.  His  fam- 
ily arrived  in  October  of  the  same  year. 
Mr.  Knight  remained  on  his  farm  foi-  seven 
years,  Avhen  he  sold  out  and  removed  to 
Litchfield,  where  for  a  year  he  followed  car- 
pentering and  draying.    In  1873  he  Avent 
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into  the  pump  business  which  he  has  followed 
constantly- since.  In  1886,  in  comj^iany  with 
his  son,  Wilmer  AV.,  he  opened  a  shop  in 
Paynesville,  Stearns  county,  which  his  so.\ 
now  conducts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.Kniff]it  are  tlie 
parents  of  five  living  children — "Wilmer  AV., 
born  in  New  Hampshire,  November  28, 1804, 
now  in  Paynesville,  Minn. ;  Almon  E.  and 
Almina  E.,  born  in  Forest  City,  April  21, 
1869 ;  Elsie  V.,  born  in  Forest  City,  October 
23, 1873 ;  Ernest  A.,  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen months ;  and  Inez  O.,  born  at  Litcli- 
iield.  May  31,  1879.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Ciiurch. 

M  DAM  BROWER,  an  enterprising  and 
progressive  farmer  of  Kingston  town- 
ship, living  on  section  16,  is  a  native  of  Jen- 
nings county,  Ind.,  born  June  29,  1840,  and 
is  the  son  of  Adam  and  Jeannette  (McMur- 
chey)  Brower.  Ilis  father,  wlio  WJis  the  son 
of  Peter  Erower,  a  native  of  Holland,  who 
had  settled  in  this  country  some  time  before, 
was  born  in  Gloucester  county,  N.  J.,  April 
13,  1802,  and  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Olaremont  county,  Ohio,  in  1810,  where  he 
was  married  October  12,  1824,  and  there  car- 
ried on  bi'ickmalting  and  farming.  He  was 
one  of  tlie  representative  men  of  that  portion 
of  the  State,  and  on  moving,  in  1838,  to  Jen- 
nings county,  Ind.,  carried  liis  popularity 
with  liim.  He  was  soon  elected  to  the  mag  is- 
trate's bench,  ujion  which  he  served  some 
thirteen  years,  and  his  decisions  were  such 
that  but  one  was  ever  appealed  from.  . 

"  Ripe  in  wisdoni  was  he,  but  patient  and 
simple  and  cliildliko."  He  connected  him- 
self with  the  Methodist  Church  in  1825,  and 
was  licensed  to  preach  in  1845.  His  voice 
was  ever  heard  against  slavery  and  intem- 
perance, and  his  walk  and  conversation  wore 
in  consonance  with  liis  teaching.  Ho  is  still 
living  in  his  Indiana  home,  having  raised  a 


family  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  record — James,  moved  to  1  larri- 
son  county.  Mo.,  in  1853,  and  repi'cscnted 
his  district  twice  in  the  legislature;  Sarah, 
living  in  Eush  county,  Ind.;  Alnieda,  whose 
home  is  still  in  Jennings  county;  George 
and  Adam,  living  in  Mhinesota ;  !Margaret, 
in  Jefferson  county,  Ind.;  Jennette,  in  IMarion 
county;  Lemuel,  in  Hendricks  count}';  and 
John,'  The  latter,  a  brave  and  gallant  sol- 
dier, died  of  starvation  a'nd  exposure  .in  one 
of  the  loathsome  prison  pens  of  the  rebels 
during  the  late  war. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  enlisted,  also,  in 
April,  1 801,  in  the  Sixth  Indiana  Infantry, 
and,  after  serving  his  three  months  witii  that 
regiment,  re-enlisted,  September  14,  in  Com- 
pany 11,  Twenty  Seventh  Indiana  Infanti-y, 
and  with  that  famous  band  of  licroos  partici- 
pated in  many  of  the  bloodiest  battles  of  the 
war,  among  which  were  AVinchester,  Chan- 
cellorsville,  Gettysburg,  in  the  cast,  and, after 
thoy  were  transferred  to  the  Cumberland, 
llesaoa  and  Altoonu.  Ho  was  -wounded  in 
the  latter  conllict,  and  was  laid  up  in  the 
hospital  for  a  few  weeks.  He  was  nuistered 
out,at  Indianapolis,  Seiiteniberl4, 1805.  Ho 
was  taicen  prisoner  by  tiie  rebels  at  the  bat- 
tle of  AVinchester,  May  25,  1802,  and  kept 
by  them  until  September  20lh,  following, 
when  ho  was  exchanged  and  resumed  duty. 

In  Febi'uary,  1SG7,  our  subject  cante  to 
Meelcer  county,  and  purchased  the  place 
where  he  now  lives.  For  the  /irst  tliroo 
years  of  his  residence  hero  he  was  engaged 
in  brickinaking  in  the  village,  but  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time  took  uj)  ftirming. 
Two  seasons  since  that  ho  has  boon  in  the 
same  busincs.s,  and  a  part  of  tljo  lime  in  the 
sawmill  at  Dasscl. 

Erower  was  married,  October  4, 18(10, 
to  Miss  li'bra  E.  DoOoster,  a  native  of  ^fas- 
sachusetts,  aiul  d!Uiglit(!rof  Albert  DcCostor, 
of  Massacluisolts.  J'»y  tliis  nniun  there  Imvo 
been  born  four  children,  namely — Adam  InL, 
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whose  birtii  toolc  place  August  3,  18T0; 
•OliHulo  D.,  born  September  28,  ISVl ;  Daisy, 
born  December  12, 1874;  and  Prederick  G.j 
"born  Januiuy  0, 1883. 

Mr.  jjrowcr  is  .i  rejiublican  in  politics,  and 
is  the  clerk  of  tlio  scliool  district  in  which  he 
lives. 

TOHN  RALSTON,  one  of  the  most  suc- 
^  cessfiil,  prominent  and  leadinp;  farmers 
4ind  stock-raisers  in  Meeker  county,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  section  25,  Harvey  township.  He 
was  born  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada, 
of  Scotch  parents,  on  tlie  2d  of  March,  1S3Y, 
wid  his  early  days  were  spent  in  his  native 
Province,  whore  lie  received  the  education 
4iirordcd  by  the  facilities  of  those  days  and 
he  received  the  same  training  as  to  industry 
4ind  frugality  that  is  oliaractcristio  of  tiie 
people  of  that  nationality. 

In  Marchj  IS.'JS,  lie  came  to  Mocker  county, 
Minn.,  and  spent  one  month  in  what  is  now 
Harvey  township.  At  tlie  expiration  of  that 
time  lie  went  to  Minneapolis  and  spent  tiie 
snniinor,  returning  to  Meeker  county  in  tlio 
winter,  Avorking  at  stone  niasojiry  most  of 
tlio  time  during  this  period.  Five  ycare  later 
ho  again  returned  to  ]\Iinneapolis,  where  he 
Tcinained  tiiree  yearg,  and  since  that  time  ho 
lias  made  liis  homo  in  Harvey  township.  He 
has  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  best  im- 
proved farms  in  the  county,  and  his  success- 
fnl  and  a,ble  business  management  is  abund- 
JiiiUy  evidenced  liy  liis  present  standing,  as 
lie  is  rated  as  one  of  tlio  most  soliil  and  sub- 
stantial citizens  in  tiie  northern  part  of 
]\rockcr  county.  Ho  carries  on  diversilied 
fanning,  togutiior  witii  stock-raising,  exten- 
sively, and  his  phicc  is  well  arranged  for  his 
worlv, 

llw  Ealston  was  married,  on  Mai-ch  18, 
ISO!),  to  ]\Iiss  Saraii  L.  Wilkinson,  of  -the 
Province  of  Quebec,  and  they  have  been 
^laroiits  of  two  chilth-en — John  E.,  deceased. 


and  Jane  E.,  who  is  still  at  home.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  Mr.  Balston  does  not  take  an  ac- 
tive part  in  political  matters,  at  least  so  far 
as  office  seeking  is  concerned,  and  in  those 
matters  he  does  not  follow  the  arbitrary  dic- 
tation of  party,  but  acts  in  an  independent 
manner. 

JMONORABLE  LOUIS  RUDBERG.  one 
J^L  of  Dassel's  respected  and  honored 
deceased  citizens,  who  was  identified  with  its 
early  development,  was  a  native  of  Sweden, 
and  came  to  Meeker  county  in  1866  and  took 
a  homestead.  He  was  at  that  time  a 
young  unmarried  man,  and  did  not  remain 
upon  the  farms  steadily,  but  when  the  St. 
Paul  &  Pacific  liailroad  was  being  built 
tlirough  tile  county  in  1869,  he  entered  their 
employ  as  carpenter,  ha  having  learned  that 
trade.  He  remained  with  them  until  1872, 
at  which  date  he  came  to  Dassel  village  and 
entered  into  the  mercantile  business,  and 
remained  in  that  lino  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  January,  1884.  While  a  resident 
liere,  in  1870,  ho  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Minnesota  State  Legislature,  and  served  - 
one  term  with  credit. 

TEETER  PBTERSON.  a  farmer  of  Acton 
JS^  township,  belongs  to  .a  family  that 
has  a  number  of  rejiresentatives  scattered 
tiirough  tlie  Northwest.  A  sister  is  now  Mrs. 
Laurits  Fi-ogner,  of  At  water;  one  of  his 
brothers,  Frederick  Peterson,  also  lives  in 
At\vater,  where  he  works  in  an  elevator; 
and  another  brother,  Nels,  is  inspector  in  an 
elevator  at  Fisher's  Landing,  Dak. 

Peter  Peterson,  the  subject  of  this  biogra- 
phy, was  born  in  Denmark  on  the  21st  of 
August,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Anna 
Peterson.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1873,  artd  at  once  settled  in  Acton  township. 
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Meeker  county,  Minn.  He  then  purchased 
eighty  acres  on  section  31,  but  has  since 
bought  an  additional  eighty,  so  that  his  farm 
now  consists  of  ICO  acres,  a  large  share  of 
which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
His  place  is  improved  with  substantial  and 
■comfortable  farm  buildings,  and  lie  Jias  it 
well  stoclccd  with  horses  and  cattle.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  farming  operations  ho  has  a  feed 
mill  on  his  place,  which  he  opei-ates  for  the 
■convenience  of  himself  and  neighbors. 

Mr.  Peterson  was  married,  in  18C3,  to  Anna, 
a,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Anna  Christina 
Petei-son.  The  following  is  a  record  of  the 
births  and  deaths'of  the  children  tliat  have 
been  born  to  them — J\fary,  born  December 
31,  18G3,  died  June  15, 186C ;  Mary  Christina, 
born  September  C,  18CG,  died  in  June,  ISTl ; 
Peter,  born  August  1, 1808,  died  in  October, 
18G9  ;  Rasmus,  born  November  IG,  1872,  died 
in  May,  1874;  Mary,  born  August  10,  187i;  > 
<lied  in  August  1878 ;  Anna  P.,  born  Decem- 
ber IG,  187G  ;  Marius,  born  January  27, 1878, 
■died  in  August,  1878;  Peter  and  Gogen 
(twins),  born  March  11,  1881,  both  died  eai'ly 
an  1882.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Norwegian  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Peterson 
is  a  republican  in  political  matters,  and  has 
taken  an  active  interest  in  all  matters  which 
jaffect  the  townsiiip's  Avelfare.  It  is  well 
worthy  of  notice  in  this  connection  tliat  Mr. 
Peterson_is  an  old  soldier,  having  sei'ved  ten 
anonths  in  the  regular  army  before  leaving 
Denmark. 

 . 

KITTLESON^  a  prominent  old  set- 
tier  who  resides  on  section  31,  Litch- 
Jield  township,  is  a  native  of  Norway,  l)()rn 
in  18i4,  and  a  son  of  Ivittlc  and  Carrie  Ilar- 
.old.son.  In  184.0  he  came  to  the  United 
States  with  his  ])arents  and  they  settled  in 
Kock  county,  Wis.,  where  they  remained 
until  ISSt,  and  tiien  removed  to' Meeker 


county,  Minn.,  and  the  family  settled  on  sec- 
tion 30,  Litchfield  township.  Die  Kittleson 
Vv'as  only  a  boy  of  eighteen  years  of  age  at 
the  time  the  outbreak  of  the  Indians  be- 
gan, but  the  duties  of  a  nuui  devolved  upon 
him.  lie  assisted  in  tiie  burial  of  the  iirst 
five  victims,  and  was  one  of  the  pursuing 
party  that  chased  the  redskins  who  came 
upon  the  ground  while  the  inquest  was  being 
held.  When  the  danger  seemed  to  have 
passed,  he  and  his  father,  and  i)r()tiicrs  re- 
turned to  their  unllnislicd  liarvesting,  but 
tlie  news  of  the  blooily  nuissacres  anil  mur- 
ders that  followed,  drove  them  to  Forest  City 
for  refuge.  The  family  spent  the  following 
winter  of  1802-03,  on  the  old  Gitcliell  place, 
near  Ivingston,  but  Ole  stayed  a  portion  uf 
the  time  on  the  oUl  claim,  sloei)iiig  in  the 
house  alone.  In  1803  they  gathered  together 
wiiat  stock  there  was  left  and  did  a  little 
fanning. 

Ole  Ivittloson  finally  jiurcliased  a  farm  ad- 
joining tiuitof  his  father's  and  went  to  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account,  lie  has  been  very 
successful  and  now  has  ii  valuable  farm,  upon 
which  he  devotes  his  time,  carrying  on  diver- 
silied  farming  and  stock-rai.sing.  In  18G9  ho 
was  married  to  Sarah  Jlalvcrson  Ness,  a 
daughter  of  Olo  llalverson  Ness.^  Their 
marriage  has  been  blessed  with  eiglit  children, 
seven  of  whom  aroliving  —  Carrie,  Christian, 
Olavus,  IMary,  Ileniy,  (jeoi'ge  and  Ida,  At 
the  time  of  the  grasshopper  plague  in  1877> 
Mr.  Kittleson  lost  about  all  his  crops,  hav- 
ing sown  seventy  bushels  and  only  raised 
live. 

lifr.  Kittleson  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  all  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  his 
township,  and  is  justly  regarded  as  one  of 
the  solid  and  substantinl  citizens  of  the 
county,  lie  lias  held  various  town.siiip  ollicos 
and  has?  been  school  director  of  his  district 
for  over  twenty  years.  The  family  arc 
members  of  the  Kess  Norwegian  Lutheran 
Church. 
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MEeNDERSON  M.  ANGIER,  of  Litcli- 
-Jl^^JL  iiolil,  is  a  native  of  CJienango  county, 
N.  Y.,  born  October  24,  1835,  and  is  the  son 
of  Roiaiul  and  Mary  (Marsh)  Angier.  Both 
of  his  parents  were  natives  of  Massacliusotts 
who  had  come  to  tlic  Enipii-o  State  in  youth, 
and  wci'c  married  there.  Sliortly  after  the 
birtli  of  II.  M.  the  couple  removed  to  Porter 
county,  Ind.,  wlicrc  tiicy  resided  until  1859, 
when  tiioy  canu!  to  Mcclcer  county,  and  set- 
tled in  (ircenleaf  townsliip,  wiiere  tiiey  died, 
the  fiithcr  in  1807,  tlio  inotlicr  in  187-3. 

irondcrson  remained  with  his  parents 
until  August,  185.'5,  when  ho  was  united  in 
marriage  witli  Miss  Mary  J.  Crosby,  a 
native  of  Schenectjuly  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
the  young  peo|)]e  I'oniained  in  Indiana  until 
the  spring  of  185!),  when  tiiey  came  to 
Meeker  county,  arriving  hero  June  lOtli,  of 
tiiat  year.  Tiic  next  year  they  settleil  upon 
section  10,  CiroenlcaT,  on  wliicJi  they  lived 
until  .Tunc,  1803,  wlicn  they  i-cmovcd  to 
Litchfield  townsiii]),  ]\[r.  Angier  taking  up  a 
homestead  on  section  12,  and  commencing  to 
get  out  the  timber  for  a  iiouso,  when  his 
operations  were  intci-rupted  by  tiie  Indian 
outbreak.  The  Jiight  before  that  event  he 
was  at  Forest  City,  attending  a  war  meeting, 
but,  on  hearing  tlio  news,  decided  to  remain 
and  help  defend  tliis  poi'tion  of  the  country 
against  tlie  savages,  and  accordingly  went 
to  Forest  City  and  took  charge  of  the  crew 
who  were  getting  out  the  timb.ei-s  for  tlie 
stockade,  lie  was  on  many  of  the  expedi- 
tions, wiiicii  issued  forth  from  tiuit  place  to 
look  up  the  missing  and  bury  the  dead  set- 
tlers, and  did  valiant  service  at  the  fort 
during  the  night  of  the  attack  on  Forest 
City,  lie  Wiis  one  of  tlie  volunteers  who 
went  out  to  rescue  tlie  party  in  the  old  house 
in  tlie  timber,  and  collect  the  loose  stock  the 
next  nu)riiing,and  stood  next  to  Olson,  when 
the  latter  was  wounded,  ami  helped  assist 
him  and  William  Ijranhain^  who  was  also 
wouncled,  back  to  the  stockade. 


Mr.  Angier  remained  in  Forest  City  until 
the  spring  of  18G3,  when  he  went  to  Illinois 
for  his  family,  whither  lie  had  sent  them  for 
safety,  and  returned  to  Forest  City  in  1805, 
stopping  for  some  time  in  Clearwater  on  his. 
return.  In  1806  he  returned  to  his  farm 
and  linished  building  his  liouse,  begun  four- 
years  before.  There  he  remained  until  1873, 
when  he  removed  to  Union  Grove,  but  one 
year  later  removed  to  the  village  of  Litch- 
field, where  he  now  lives.  In  the  spring  of 
1878  he  was  elected  city  marshal,  and  has 
held  that  olHce  and  that  of  deputy  sheriff,, 
ever  since.  He  is  a  men\ber  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  of  the  A.  0.  U.  W.,  and  was  the 
Grand  lieprcsentative  to  the  State  lodge  of 
the  latter  for  two  years.  He  is  also  an 
iictivo  temperance  man  and  worker. 

I^ARL  JOHN  GOTTFRIED  HANSON^. 
V^y  is  an  enterprising  farmer  who  is- 
located  on  section  20,  in  Litchfield  town- 
ship. He  is  a  son  of  Bengt  and  Elna  Han- 
son, and  was  born  in  the  .city  of  Hamburg, 
Germany,  while  the  family  were  cn  route- 
from  Sweden  to  the  United  States,  and  is  a 
twin  brother  of  Ncls  0.  G.  'Hanson,  a  mer- 
chant in  Litchfield.  His  father,  Bengt  Han- 
son, is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  in 
this  part  of  the  county,  and  noticed  at  lengtli 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Carl  was  reared 
on  his  father's  farm,  receiving  goCd  educa- 
•tional  advantages  in  the  Litchlield  schools.. 
During  the  summer  of  1880  he  erected  a 
house  on  that  portion  of  the  original  Hanson 
farm  located  on  sections  20  and  27,  and 
embarked  in  the  business  of  farming  on  his. 
own  account.  On  the  4th  of  November  of 
the  same  year,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Emma  C.  Lindborg.  She  is  a  daughter' 
of  Hans  jmd  Carrie  LinrTbci'g,  and  was  born 
in  Sweden  Octobcr~'31,  I8lJ7.  They  have- 
one  child— Lily— a  bright  little  babe,  which 
was  born  to  them  on  the  29th  of  July,  1887.. 
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Mr.  Hanson  attends  closely  to  his  business 
of  farjiring  and  stock  raising,  and  justly 
ranks  as  one  of  the  most  substantial  young 
fai'mers  of  the  county.  .  He  is  a  member  of 
Oolden  Fleece  Lodge  Fo.  89,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  of  Litchfield. 

Tames  H.  McKENNEY,  one  of  the  ac- 
^  tive,  enterprising  business  men  of  the 
village  of  Dassel,  is  a  native  of  Limerick, 
York  county.  Me.,  born  March  2G,  1843, 
and  is  tlie  son  of  Henry  and  Nancy  (Jack) 
MoKinneVj  both  of  whom,  as  well  iis  the 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of 
the  same  State. 

"When  the  subject  of  this  memoir  was  some 
ten  years  of  age  the  angel  of  death  invaded 
the  houseliold  and  bore  away  the  loving 
mother,  and  the  family  circle  was  broken. 
Young  MoKenney  remained  in  his  native 
town  until  his  nineteenth  year,  receiving  the 
elements  of  a  good  education,  finishing  the 
liist  three  yeara  at  the  academy,  and  laying 
the  broad  foundation  upon  Avhich  he  has 
built  his  present  fortune,  and  in  1SG2  re- 
moved to  Charleston,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a  ^vholesale  and  retail 
grocery  store.  On  the  29th  of  Scptemberj 
18G5,  he  left  that  city  by  the  sea  for  ilinno- 
sota,  and  for  the  next  year  or  more,  followed 
teaching  at  Anoka.  In  the  spring  of  18G7 
he  removed  to  Anderson,  Ind.,  at  wliich  point 
he  entered  into  the  saw-mill  and  lumber  busi- 
ness and  continued  in  that  line  xmtil  18T4, 
when  the  mill  was  burned  down,  involving  a 
loss  to  him  of  s6mc  $T,000.  The  next  spring 
he  returned  to  Anoka  and  taiiglit  tlie  same 
school  which  he  had  taught  in  ISGS."  He  re- 
mained in  that  place  until  1877,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Wright  county,  and  one  year  later 
to  Meeker  county.  He  was  engaged  in  school 
teaching  near  Spring  Lake  and  at  Ikaver 
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Dam  until  the  fall  of  1878,  when  lie  came  to 
Dassel,  and  for  tAvo  years  lillcd  tlie  position 
of  principal  of  the  village  schools.  In*the 
fall  of  1880,  Mr.  McKennev  bouolit  an  inter- 
est in  the  Dassel  elevator,  and  took  charge  of 
tlie  business,  and  since  that  time,  hasacqnired 
bypurchase  almost  all  the  shares  in  the  same, 
and  now  has  full  control  of  it.  The  elevator 
has  a  capacity  of  45,000  bushels,  and  his 
business  reached  the  shipment  of  G5,00U 
bushels  of  wheat  during  tlie,  year  1887. 

Mr.  McKennev  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
Anderson,  Ind.,  December  2(),  18C8,  with 
Miss  Lydia  J.  Isle^who  died  December  17, 
1870,  leaving  one  ciiild,  which  died  in  infancy 
December  25,  1881.  Mr,  IVfcKeiinoy  again 
entered  the  married  state,  wedding  Miss 
Emma  E.  Wolsey,  a  native  of  Stockbridge, 
Wis.,  who  has  become  the  motlier  of  two 
children—Henry  B.,  and  Gertrude  A. 

l|t^UKE  D.  CROWE,  the  junior  partner  in 
Ji^  the  iirm  of  McLano  &  Crowe,  agi-icul- 
turai  implement  dealers,  Litchlield,  is  a  fair 
specimen  of  the  representative  class  of  citi- 
zens of  [Meeker  county,  who,  by  their  native 
ability,  are  fast  taking  rank  among  the  best 
business  men  of  this  section  of  the  State. 

He  is  a  native  of  County  Galway,  Ireland, 
born  in  1853,  and  is  the  son  of  George  J.  and 
Jane  Orowe,^  Avith  Aviiom  he  came  to  Meeker 
county  in  1870.  His  fatiier  purchased  a 
farm  in  the  town  of  Litchfield,  and  settled 
down  to  the  quiet  pursuits  of  agriculture. 
Luke  D.,  whose  home  training  was  under  tiie 
tender  influences  of  his  mother's  care,  grew 
to  manhood  and  helped  his  father  in  the  man- 
ifold cares  devolving  upon  the  industrious 
farmer,  until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years.  About  that  time  our  subject  re- 
moved Lb  Traverse  county,  Minn.,  Avhere  he 
filed  a  homestead  and  tree  claim,  and 
made  his  residence  tiiero  for  si.x  years.  Ko- 
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turning  to  liis  J)ojne,  upon  the  farm  of  Ids 
father,  in  tljis  county,  Jie  remained  one  sea- 
son, and  in  ISSG  came  to  the  city  of  Litcli- 
lield,  and,  in  conjpany  M-iUi  Daniel  McLane, 
opencil  a  wareliouse  for  the  sale  of  agricul- 
tural implements,  and  is  now  in  tJie  full  tide 
of  the  success  that  i7ivariab]y  awaits  Jionest 
and  unrcmittmg  attention  to  business  and 


straightforward  dealing. 


lARS  P.  SORENSON.  one  of  the  most 
successful  and  enterprising  stock-raisers 
and  goTiCT'al  farmei-s  in  Meeker  county,  re- 
sides on  section   17,  Daniclson  township, 
where  he  located  in  1870.   He  is  a  son  of 
Sorcn  and  IMary  Cliristianson.  and  was  born 
in  Denmark  on  the  1st  of  May,  1852.  His 
cariy  life  was  one  of  toil  and  hardship,  as  he 
iias  relied  upon  his  own  e-xertions  ever  since 
he  arrived  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  As 
ho  grew  to  manliood  ho  spent  thi'ee  years  in 
the  regular  army  of  Denmark.   His  parents 
wore  also  natives  of  Denmark,  wlio  remained 
in  the  land  of  their  i)ii'th  until  tlieir  deaths. 
In  1870,  Lars  P.,  in  company  with  his  brother 
John,  came  to  the  United  States,  and  made 
Jiis  -way  directly  to  Afeeker  county,  Minn., 
and  togctiiei-  tliey  purcliased  3-tO  acres  on 
section  17,  in  .Da,nielson  toAvnshii).    ]Io  has 
since  purchased  his  brotlier's  interest.  .Tfe 
has  erected  farm  buildings  which  are  a  credit 
to  the  township,  and  ])lainly  evidence  his 
thrift  and  enterprise.    Ho  has  a  substantial 
story-and-a-half  house,  18x24  feet  in  size, 
with  an  addition  10x18  feet,  and  his  barn  is 
32x72  feet  in  dimensions  with  twenty-foot 
posts,  besides  which  he  has  a  good  granary, 
machinery  sheds  and  other  farm  buildings. 
He  devotes  his  time  to  divcrsilied  farming, 
ajid  in  company  with  A.  JNelson^  is  raising 
pure-bred  llolstein  cattle.   I\[r.  Sorenson  has 
taken  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  town- 
ship, and  has  held  the  office  of  township 
treasurer  for  two  3'eai's. 


In  1879,  Mr.  Sorenson  was  married  to  Miss. 
Jolianna  Dotha  Jacobson,  and  their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  three  children--.Soren 
Christen,  born  June  3,  1880;  Andrew,  born 
April  12,  1882;  and  Martin  Jorgen,  born 
April  13,  1888.  Mrs.  Sorenson  is  a  daughter 
of  Andrew  and  Sarah  Jacobson.  She  Avas 
born  on  the  19th  of  December,  1852,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  with  her  parents 
in  July,  1872. 


E)  ALPH  D.  GRINDALL.  one  of  the 
J^y,   most  successful  and  prominent  stock 
raisers  and  general  farinei-s  in  the  southern 
portion  of  Meeker  county,  is  a  resident  of 
section  8,  Cedar  Mills  township.     He  is  a 
native  of  Hancock  county,  Me.,  and  was 
born  on  the  20th  of  November,  1827.  His 
parents  were  Elijah  W.  and  Caroline  B. 
(Iliggins)  Grindal),  both  of  whom  Avero 
natives  'of  Maine.    His  grandfather,  on  his 
father's  side,  w.-is  a  native  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  who  settled  at  the  town  of  Penob- 
scot i!.t  aji  early  day  ;  and  when  tlie  English 
came  to  build  their  forts  at  Castine,  he  Avas 
pressed  into  tlie  English  service,  and  worked 
upon  the  fort  during  the  summer  of  1812 
receiving  comjwnsation  at  the  rate  of  eight 
cents  per  day.     Ilalph's  grandfatlier  Ilig- 
gins, Avas  a  natiye  of  Kova  Scotia,  avIio  at 


an  early  day  settled  on  Bartlett's  Island, 
Avhere  the  mother  of  our  subject,  Caroline 
B.  Higgins,  Avas  born  February  21,  180G. 

Elijah  W.  Grindal],  tlie  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  Sept.  2,  1804.  Ho  married 
Miss  Iliggins  on  the  4th  of  January,  1827, 
and  remained  in  his  native  State—Maine — 
until  1854,  Avhen  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and 
opened  up  a  far7n  near  St.  Anthony.  He 
remained  there  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
June  28, 1872,  and  his  AvidoAv  still  resides  in 
Minneapolis. 

Riilph  D.  Grindall  remained  Avith  his 
parents  until  he  Avas  nineteen  years  of  age. 
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and  then  bought  "his  time"  of  his  father, 
and  for  the  two  years  immediately  foI!o\y- 
ing  he  was  employed  at  wJmtever  he  couid 
find  to  do,  a  portion  of  the  time  working  for 
his  father.  He  then  followed  teaming  and 
in  1851  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  by  fire 
five  horses,  wagons,  liarness,  etc.  In  August, 
1852,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sophrona.  L., 
Howard,  a  native  of  Maine.  Mr.  Grindall 
remained  at  Bangor,  in  his  native  State, 
until  1854,  when  he  went  to  Kansas  and 
spent  a  few  months,  helping  to  erect  this  first 
mill  that  was  built  on  the  present  site  of 
Lawrence.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he 
came  to  St.  Anthony,  Minn.,  but  only  stayed 
a  short  -time  and  then  went  to  Ohicajro 
where,  during  the  following  winter  (185i-55) 
he  had  genei'al  charge  of  transfer  work  and 
collecting  bills  for  the  Michigan  Southern 
&  Northern  Indiana  Eailroad.  In  the  spring 
of  1855  he  engaged  in  farming  near  Du- 
buque, Iowa,  and  the  following  fall  again 
came  to  St.  Anthony,  Minn.  He  put  up  the 
first  slaughter  house  in  MianeapoUs  for 
Allan  Hammond,  after  which  he  followed 
butchering  at  Fort  Snelling  for  Pettijohn  & 
Steele.  In  the  spring  of  1850  he  engaged  in 
the  same  business  at  St.  Anthony  and 
remained  there  until  the  spring  of  18G1.  In 
1850  he  had  purchased  forty  acres  of  land 
near  Minneapolis.  [It  is  now  in  the  heart 
of  the  city,]  In  the  sirring  of  18G1  he  put 
in  a  crop  on  thisland,  and  then  went  to  work 
with  a  government  surveying  party  in  the 
western  part  of  the  State,  rumiing  township 
lines,  and  remained  at  this  work  until  the 
following  fall.  lie  tlien  returned  to  St.  An- 
thony, and  on  the  Gtii  of  May,  1802,  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  his  house  by  fire,  and 
with  it  the  accumulations  of  ten  yeai-s'  hard 
labor.  He  built  another  house  during  the 
summer  and  also  carried  on  liis  farm.  When 
the  Indian  outbreak  occurred  in  August, 
1802,  ho  enlisted  in  JTorthup's  Cavalry,  and 
spent  some  time  at  Fort  Eidgoly,  and  then 


he  returned  to  St.  Anthony  and  engaged 
in  farming.  During  the  winter  of  ISUT-GS. 
he  followed  teaming  from  Minneapolis  to 
Meeker  county,  malcing  nine  trips,  and 
during  the  following  winter  he  followed  the- 
same  business  from  Greenleaf  to  Clearwater 
and  from  Hutchinson  to  Carver.  lu  the 
sirring  of  18G8  Mr.  GrindaH.  came  to  liis. 
present  farm  in  Cedar  Mills  township,  hav- 
ing purchased  300  acres  of  his  farm  in  18G3, 
and  commenced  to  improve  it.  He  has  met 
with  some  reverses,  esi)ecially  during  ISTG 
and  1877  when  his  ci'ops  were  destroyed  bv 
the  grasshoppers.  Upon  the  whole,  however, 
he  has  been  very  successful  in  his  farming 
operations.  He  has  a  splendid  farm  of  4i0 
acres  of  liuid  and  carries  on  general  farming- 
and  stock-raising,  devoting  especial  attention 
to  breeding  thorough-bred  Short-horn  stock. 
Among  the  fine  animals  which  [Mr.  Griiidall 
has  recently  added  to  liis  herd  are  the  fol- 
lowing: "Eoan  Duclicss  of  Oxford  8th," 
from  one  of  the  oldest  tribes  on  rccoi-tl ; 
"  Oxford  Wild  Eyes  2d,"  another  animal  of 
pure  breeding ;  and  a  Short-horn  bull, "Duke- 
of  Minneapolis."  All  of  these  inagniliccnt 
animals  are  registered,  ]nire  bred  and  have- 
splendid  pedigrees. 

Since  his  settlement  here  \\\\  Grindalljias- 
taken  an  active  interest  in  public  all'airs  and 
figures  prominently  in  the  ollicial  history  of 
the  township.  He  has  held  about  all  the- 
various  township  offices  and  is  now  township 
treasurer.  He  has  taken  a  i)rominciit  part 
in  educational  nuittors  and  aided  in  securing 
the  erection  of  the  first  school-house  in  llio- 
toivnship. 

Mr.  and  !Mi-s.  GrindaH,  aye  the  parents  of 
six  living  children,  as  follows  —Wilbur  F.,. 
born  May  10,  1858 ;  Emma  W.,  born  May  7, 
1800  ;  Fanny  G.,  born  September  10,  18G2 ;. 
Mortimer  C,  born  Jamiaiy  2i>,  1805  ;  Edwin 
W.,  l)orn  October  29,  1807;  and  Eva  C.,. 
born  August  10,  1809.  The  three  following 
named    childi'en    are    deceased  —  (leorge- 
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Etlward,  born  October  8,  1853  ;  Louisa,  born 
May  4, 1850  ;  and  Ernest  E.,  born  Sentem- 
ber  19,  1803. 

We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  a  portrait 
of  Ml-.  Grindalj  in  anotlier  department  of 
this  volume. 


1^  OY  M.  CASE,  one  of  the  young  and 
enter])rising   agriculturists"  of  Col- 
b'nwood  townsliip,  makes  his  home  upon  his 
farm  on  section  21.    lEe  is  a  native  of  Wau- 
pun,  Dodge  county,  Wis.,  born  March  25, 
1853,  and  is  the  son  of  Royal  T.  and  Almira 
F.  (Batchellcr)  Case,  natives  of  the  State  of 
Vermont.    His  father  was  a  farmer  and  upon 
tlie  farm  our  subject  ^vas  reared.    When  he 
was  about  eigiit  years  old  liis  parents  re- 
moved to  til  is  State  and  located  at  Plain- 
view,  where  they  purchased  a  farm,  and 
there  made  their  home  until  the  spring  of 
1809.   During  that  year  they  moved  to  the 
neighborhood  of  Hutchinson,  where  they 
lived  until  coming  to  this  county  in  1873. 
Tiiey  settled  in  Collinwood  on  section  27, 
wliero  the  mother  died  October  29,  1877^ 
and  tiic  father  February  14,  1880. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  an  inmate  of 
his  father's  house  until  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Catherine  Ann^Orant,  on  Octo°ber  17, 
1882.   The  lady  is  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Eebecca  Grant,  and  was  born  in  Jen- 
nings county,  Ind.,  December   18,  1802, 
and  is  a  most  accomplished  musician,  as  are 
most  of  the  f am ily.  When  Mr.  Case  was  mar- 
ried he  had  buthttlcof  this Avorld's goods, but 
purchasing  a  farm  of  fifty  acres  upon  section 
21,  on  time,  and  by  diligence  and  industry 
has  reclaimed  it  from  its  original  state  of 
wildness  and  cleared  it  of  debt.    lie  is  a 
finished  musician,  and  has  traveled,  giving 
lessons  and  selling  instruments.    Ilis  estima- 
ble wife  has  largely  contributed  toward 
their  success  in  li'fe  by  her  industry  and 
economy. 


MfONORABLE  O.  M.  LINNELL,  of  Ac- 
ItA.  ton  township,  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  Meeker  county.  He 
was  born  near  Wexio,  in  Sweden,  on  the 
21st  of  April,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Magnus 
Jonason  and  Lisa  0.  (Falk)  Linnell.  With 
his  parents  he  came  to  the  United  States  jn 
>  1852,  and  they  settled  on  Lake  Chisago,  in 
Chisago  county,  Minn.,  the  same  year.  O. 
M.  Linnell.  being  the  oldest  in  the  family, 
had  to  work  very  hard  in  the  summer  time 
to  help  his  father  clear  off  a  fam  in  the 
heavy  timber  and  had  to  work  out  for  oth- 
ers to  earn  money  for  clothing.   Most  of  the 
year  1857  wns  put  in  at  and  around  tlie  city 
of  Superior,  Wis.,  when  the  noted  hard  times 
III  Minnesota  set  in,  of  1857,  1858  and  1869, 
when  it  was  next  to  an  impossibility  to  get 
a  dollar  in  money.   The  winter  of  1859  and 
1800  our  subject  spent  near  St.  Joe,  La.,  cut- 
^ting  cordwood,  where  money  was  paid  for 
labor.   He  Avas  there  offered  the  charge  of 
a  cordwood  landing,  with  three  large  wood 
barges  and  twelve  negroes,  but  could  not 
stand  it  to  hear  the  abuse  of  the  Southerners 
toward  the  Northern  men,  nor  see  the  abuse 
of  the  slaves;  so  in  April  he  went  back  to 
his  home  in  Minnesota,  Avhere  he  remained 
with  his  parents  part  of  the  time,  and  to 
earn  money  for  the  family  worked  on  the  St. 
Croix  river  during  the  summers,  on  the  logs, 
driving,  or  on  tlie  booms.    In  August,  1802, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  0,  Seventh  Minne- 
sota Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  mustered 
in  at  Fort  Snolling,  just  at  the  time  the  Sioux 
Indians'  noted  massacre  broke  out  in  the 
town  of  Acton,  where  Mr.  Linnell  now  lives. 
Company  C.of  the  Seventh  IMinnesota Infan- 
try, Avas  sent  on  foot,  marcliing  to  Fort  llip- 
ley  without  having  time  to  Avait  for  uni- 
forms. They  received  bright,  shining  Spring- 
field rifles,  but  not  a  single  cartridge.  It 
looked,  as  the  boys  used  to  express  it,  "  kind 
of  funny  to  meet  the  savage  Indians  without 
powder  or  lead,  meeting  citizens  by  the  hun- 
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dreds  fleeing  from  their  homes  for  their  lives." 
From  Fort  Eipley  the  company  Avas  ordered 
to  the  ChippeAva  Agency  to  guard  the  gov- 
ernment stores.    There  they  were  soon  sur- 
rounded by  600  Indian  warriors,  and  as  the 
company  had  only  a  few  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion the  position  for  a  time  was  a  dangerous 
one.    They  were  kept  in  this  shape  for  four 
days,  when  the  Indians  learned  that  the 
Sioux  were  defeated  at  Wood  Lake,  and 
were  then  very  glad  to  make  a  treaty.  Had 
the  Indians  known  the  condition  of  the  sol- 
diers and  made  an  attack,  Company  0  would 
have  been  annihilated.    After  the  treaty 
Avas  perfected  the  company  was  sent  back  to 
Eipley,  where  tliey  built  large  barracks,  and 
with  other  companies  expected  to  camp  over 
Avinter,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  November 
they  received  orders  to  report  at  Fort  Snell- 
ing,  to  go  South.   The  company  got  a  few 
days'  furlough  to  go  home  to  visit  friends, 
and  during  this  time  the  governor  of  Minne- 
sota got  permission  to  keep  what  soldiers 
AA'ere  in  the  State  for  fear  of  a  ncAV  out- 
break  of  the  Indians  in  the  spring,  and  Com- 
pany C  was  sent  to  Mankato  to  guard  the 
Indian  prisoners.    Tliis  company  afterAvard 
carried  out  the  final  execution  of  the  thirty- 
eight  Indians  Avho  Avere  hanged  there.  The 
last  military  duty  Mr.  Linnell  did  Avas  on 
.  December  17,  1862,  Avhen  he  was  detailed  to 
help  ferry  the  government  teams  across  the 
Minnesota  River,  and  was  taken  sick  with  a 
disease  of  the  lungs.   He  Avas  under  the  doc- 
.tor's  care  for  eleven  months.   lie  has  nevei 
fully  recovered  from  this  sickness.    He  Avas 
honorably  discharged  from  tlie  service  for 
disability,  at  Forfc.Snelling,  on  the  4th  of 
August,  1863,  and  returned  to  his  home,  and 
from  1864  to  1876  was  farminff,  lumbering 
and  dealing  in  rafting  materials.    In  1876 
lie  came  to  Meek-er  and  settled  in  Acton 
toAvnship,  where  he  noAv  lives.    lie  now  has 
a  good  farm  of  6SiO  acres  of  land,  with  excel- 
lent machinery  and  a  good  stock  of  horses 


385 


and  cattle.  All  of  his  2M-operty  has  been 
accumulated  since  his  army  service. 

Mr.  Linnell  has  taken  an  active  and  proju- 
inent  part  in  public  matters  ever  since  he 
attained  his  manhood,  and  lie  has  held  some 
town  or  county  office  each  year  since  he  has 
been  old  enough,  Avith  the  "exception  of  the 
fii-st  year  in  Meeker  county.    Since  coming 
here  he  has  held  the  offices  of  county  com- 
missioner,  school  treasurer  for  nijie  years, 
and  is  at  the  present  time.   He  is  the  present 
town  clerk.   In  1880  he  was  elected  to  rep- 
resent this  district  in  the  legislature,  and  was 
re-elected  in  1882.    The  sessions  in  whicli  he 
served  Avere  throe  of  the  most  important  over 
held  in  the  history  of  the  State,  particularly 
in  settling  at  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar  the 
"Eight-MIUion-Doliar  State  Railroad  Bonds," 
Avhich  had  been  a  stain  on  the  glorious  ban- 
ner of  our  North  Star  State.  Mr.  Linnell  had 
always  advocated  a  settlement  of  the  bonds 
to  redeem  the  honor  of  the  State.   In  1883 
he  Avas  chairman  of  the  standing  committee 
of  agriculture  and   manufactures,  and,  as 
usual,  a  meniber  of  scA^erai  different  commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  Linnell  strongly  supported  temj^erance 
legislation,  and  a  reduction  of  interest  on 
money.  lie  serA'ed  with  honor  to  himself 
and  credit  to  the  district. 

Mr.  Linnell  Avas  married  on  the  24th  of 
June,  1884,  to  Carolina  Sox^hia  Anderson,  a 
daughter  of  0.  M.  and  Kaisa  Anderson.  She 
Avas  a  native  of  Snnlland,  Sweden,  born 
November  11,  1839.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linnell 
have  been  blessed  Avith  the  foUoAving  named 
children  — Luther  A.,  Medora  E.,  Emely  L., 
Herbert  M.,  AViliiam  Sabin.Mary  A.,  Albert 
T.  and  Annette  E.  Tiie  daugliter  Itledora  is 
now  a  teacher  in  tlie  graded  schools  at  Grove 
City.  Mr.  Linnell  has  all  his  life  been  a 
Avorthy  member  of  tlie  Lutheran  Evangelical 
Oiiurch,  and  is  noAv  one  of  its  trustees  and 
treasurer.  He  i.s  a  man  of  the  strictest  honor 
and  integrity,  and  his  word  is  recognized  as 
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being  as  good  as  liis  bond,  wlieiwer  ]ie  is 
known.  He  is  well  read  and  well  posted  on 
all  public  topics  and  justly  holds  fho  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him, 

JfOHN  WHALEN.  one  of  the  first  pio- 
^  neers  that  brolce  the  way  for  progress 
and  civilization  into  tiie  wilds  of  Meeker 
county,  came  here  with  a  party  of  his  coun- 
trymen, and  made  a  settlement  npon  section 
34,  of  Forest  City  townsliip,  where  he  now 
Jives. 

He  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  bom  in 
County  Waterford,  in  the  year  1824:.  lie 
made  his  home  in  the'  "Emerald  Isle"  until 
184C,  when  he  crossed  the  ocean  in  search  of 
a  home  in  America.  He  landed  at  Montreal, 
Canada,  reaching  that  place  by  way  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  River,  and  froni  tliero  by  way 
of  Mont])elier,  Vt.,  he  drifted  to  I3oston  and 
Lowell,  Mass.  After  some  time  spent  in 
those  places,  he  turned  his  steps  toward  New 
York  and  New  Jersey,  and  finally  to  Phila- 
delphia, seeking  employment  wherever  it 
offered,  for  he  was  of  an  industrious  disposi- 
tion, and  had  his  living  to  provide  for.  flak- 
ing up  his  mind  that  in  the  great  West  there 
was  a  greater  chanco  for  him,  he  accordingly 
came  to  Indiana,  where  he  passed  some  six 
years  and  a  half  in  farming,  having  adopted 
that  calling.  In  tlie  s])ring  of  1S5C,  a  party 
consistmg  of  the  Wlialens.  the  Flynns,  tiie 
Fitzgoratds  and  others  left  Crown  Point,  Ind., 
for  California,  but  reacliing  Dubucjue,  Iowa, 
heard  of  this  country,  and  determined  to  in- 
vestigate it.  John  Whalen  and  John  fflynn 
pushed  on  ahead  of  the  others,  and  on  reach-"" 
ing  Meeker  count}',  and  being  pleased  with 
it,  returned  for  the  train  containing  their 
families  and  friends,  meeting  them  at  Koches- 
tor,  this  State.  They  at  once  headed  for 
this  country,  and  crossed  the  county  line  on 
tiieOthof  July,  that  year,  and  made  their  I 


settlement.  Mr.  Whalen  located  upon  the 
place  where"  he  now  lives,  the  others  else- ' 
where,  as  related  in  tlieir  memoirs.  Mr. 
Whalen  has  added  to  his  place  from  time  to 
time,  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  714  acres, 
and  is  classed  among  the  wealthiest  farmers 
in  the  county.  In  1836  he  Avas  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Flynn,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  five  children— Thomas,  James,  Ellen,  Mary 
and  John. 

Politically,  Mr.  Whalen  is  a  democrat  of 
the  Andrew  Jacksbn  type,  and  religiously  is 
a  devout  member  of  the  Eoraan  Catholic 
Church. 

JOSEPH  PLUMADORE.  one  of  the  act- 
ive, thorough-going  agriculturists  of 
Kingston  township,  living  upon  section  15, 
came  to  Meeker  county  in  18Y0,  and  settled 
at  the  village  of  Litchfield,  where  he  plied 
his  craft  of  carpenter.  A  few  years  later  he 
removed  to  Minneapolis,  where  he  followed 
the  same  avocation  for  about  tAVo  years, 
when  he  returned  here  and  took  up  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  knowing  that  "here  lands 
may  bo  had  for  the  asking,  and  forests  of 
timber  Avith  a  few  blows  of  the  axe  are  hewn 
and  framed  into  houses."  Although  the 
place  was  covered  with  the  primeval  forest, 
still,  by  extreme  energy  and  pei-severance,  he 
lias  succeeded  in  clearing  it  and  developing  a 
fine  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  extent. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  is  a  native  of 
New  York,  born  May  11, 1830,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Mary  (Laurie)  Plumadore. 
His. father  was  a  native  of  la  Idle  France] 
and  was  engaged  in  all  kinds  of  speculating 
and  barter  and  sale.  After  attending  school, 
our  subject  took  up  his  handicraft,  in  which 
he  served  a  full  apprenticesliip,  and  followed 
regularly  until  settling  down  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  Sep- 
tember 11,  ISTSjAvith  Miss  Mary  Apfiel(l.a 
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native  of  Germany,  whose  parents  had  crossed 
the  oceaBTwith  her  in  her  infancy,  and  set- 
tled in  Scott  county,  where  she  was  reared 
and  educated.  By  this  union  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Plumadore  are  the  parents  of  an  only  daugh- 
ter—Edith, born  April  22, 1875, 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Plumadore  coin- 
cides  with  the  principles  formulated  in  the 
platforms  of  the  republican  party,  and  has 
always  been  an  adherent  of  that  organiza- 
tion. His  sterling  integrity  and  honorable 
dealing  has  won  him  hosts  of  friends  in  the 
corarailnity,  and  his  name  is  synonymous 
with  easy  good  nature  and  genial  hospitality. 


ILS  MARTENSON,  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  and  prominent  farm- 
ers in  the  western  part  of  Meeker  countj"-, 
resides  on  section  4,  Swede  Grove  township. 
He  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  10th  of  IJo- 
vember,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Marten  and 
Alice  (Olson)  Anderson.   Nils  was  reared  in 
his  native  land,  but  in  1868,  when  twenty 
years  old,  he  came  alone  to  America,  landing 
in  Quebec,  making  his  way  on  to  St.  Paul, 
Minn,,  and  one  day  later  carne  to  Litohfield, 
in  Meeker  county.   He  worked  two  Aveeks 
for  Oie  Ingerman,  four  for  Andrew  JSTelson, 
and  then  went  to  Outt's  Grove,  where  he  was 
sick  for  six  weeks.   Upon  his  recovery  he 
went  to  St.  Paul,  and  one  month  later  to 
Louisiana,  where  he  remained  six  months.  He- 
then  returned  to  Minnesota,  Avorking  for  six 
montiis  at  St,  Paul  and  Cutts'  Grove  in 
Washington  county.   After  this  he  worked 
for  six  months  in  Louisiana,  and  then  Avent 
to  St,  Paul  to  meet  his  parents  Avho  had  just 
arriA'ed  from  Sweden,  and  togetlier  they 
came  to  Meeker  county  and  settled  on  the 
land  Avhere  Nils  now  resides.   This  Avas  in 
1871.   He  is  noAvin  comfortable  oircuiiistan- 
all  of  which  is  the  result  of  liis  own 
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He  owns  one  of  the  most  valuable  faims  in 
the  township,  comprising  320  acres,  a  good 
share  of  Avhich  is  under  a  liigh  state  of  cul- 
tivation, 

Mr.  Martenson  Avas  married  on  the  11th 
of  August,  1873,  to  Ellen  Trulson,  whose 
parents  still  reside  in  Jifeelcer  county.  Mr, 
and  Mrs,  Martenson  have  been  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  the  three  oldest  of  Avlionx 
are  dead.  The  names  of  .those  living  are 
Judet  M.,  Ruth,  Samuel,  Rlioda,  and  Lydia. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Oluirch  and  are  exemplary  Cliristian  people. 
In  political  matters  Mr.  Martenson  nUiliates 
Avith  the  republican  party. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Martensoq.  were  natives 
of  Sweden.  Both  of  his  parents  died  in 
tliis  county. 


enterprise,  industry  and  good  management. 


Patrick  ENRIGHT.  one  of  the  most 


prominent  and  enterprising  farmers 
and  stock-i'aisers  in  the  nortliern  part  of  tiio 
county,  resides  on  section  18,  Munimiiali 
township.  He  was  born  in  County  Limerick, 
Ireland,  March  26,  1S34,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Eliza  (Blake)  Enright.  He  left  liis  native 
land  in  1847  with  his  parents,  and  settled  in 
Canada,  Avhere  his  parents  reuuxined  until 
the  time  of  their  death.   Our  subject  re- 
mained in  Canada  until  1874,  Avhen  ho  came 
to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  settled  on  sec- 
tion 18,  Manaunah  toAvnship,  where  he  still 
lives.   Ho  is  now  in  comfortable  circuni- 
stances,  and  is  one  of  tlje  largest  huid  oivncrs 
in  tlie  township,  having  400  acres  of  land. 
A  good  share  of  his  place  is  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  in  connection  AVith  diversified  farux 
ing  he  devotes  considerable  attention  to  rais- 
ing stock.   In  political  mattei's  Mr.  Eni-ioht 
aifiliates  with  the  democratic  party,  and  has 
taken  an  actiA'e  interest  in  public  matters. 
He  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
official  history  of  the  township,  and  has  held 
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A'iirious  local  offices,  including  that  of  town- 
sliipsupervisoi',  which  office  he  has  held  for 
six  terms. 

]\[r.  En  right  was  married  in  Decenibei-, 
1855,  to  Miss  Mary  Fitzpatrick,  and  their 
iDiirriagelias  been  blessed  with  nine  children, 
jis  follows— Patrick,  ]\rar3',  Eliza,  James, 
William,  Catherine,  Michael,  Margiiaret  and 
Jolin,  all  of  whom  are  still  living.  Mrs. 
Kiiright's  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland. 
I'lio  inotlier  died  in  Canada  and  the  father  in 
]\Ieoker  county. 

BotliMr.  and  Mi's.  Enright  are  exemplary 
members  and  actiA-e  supporters  of  the  Cath- 
olic Cbnrch. 

WILLIAA^  GRONO  is  the  proprietor 
of  tlic  inai'ble  woi-ks  at  Litchfield, 
the  first  and  only  establisliment  of  tlie  kind 
ever  started  at  the  county  seat.  Mr.  Grono 
was  born  at  Pontiac,  Oakland  county,  Mich., 
October  4,  1800,  and  is  the  son  of  'William 
and  Minnie  (Zelhime)  Grono.  Botli  of  liis 
])iirents  were  natives  of  Prussia,  wlio  had 
settled  in  Michigan  in  185().  In  1872  tliey 
settled  at  Wortliington,  Minn.,  taking  up 
government  land  in  Nobles  county,  on  which 
tlie  parents  still  reside.  William  .Grono.  Ji-.. 
remained  with  his  parents  tmtil  lie  waS  fif- 
teen years  of  age  when  he  went  to  Ou-a- 
tonna,  Minn.,  and  learned  the  marble  cutter's 
trade.  lie  remained  in  that  city  until  1883, 
whcnbe  went  to  Montevideo,  andin  company 
with  J.  R.  Seaman,  engaged  in  the  marble 
trade.  A  year  later  he  sold  his  interest  to 
his  pai-tner  and  came  to  Litchfield,  and  on 
the  first  of  March,  1885,  established  the  mar- 
ble works  of  which  he  is  still  proprietor.  He 
carries  on  an  extensive  business. 

lilr.  Group  was  married  on  the  10th  of 
October,! 884,  to  Miss  Rosa  Maw,  of  Steele 
county,  Minn.  They  have  one  child— -Maudie 
May,  born  January  25,  188G. 


HM^AL  VER  O.  HALVERSEN,  one  of  Acton 
JP^^  township's  representative 'farmers,  is 
one  of  the  best  known  citizens  in  the  western 
])art  of  Meeker  countj'.  He  is  a  native  of 
Wisconsin,  born  on  the  26tli  of  October, 
1860.  His  parents  were  Henry  and  Marga- 
rette  Ilalversen.  both  natives  of  Norway; 
They  came  to  the  United  States  in  1846,  and 
settled  in  Wisconsin,  where  they  engaged  at 
farming,  and  remained  until  1856,  then  came 
to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  settled  upon  a 
farm,  which  the  father  purchased  in  Litch- 
field township.  In  1883  they  sold  this,  and 
the  father  purchased  a  farm  jn  Acton  town- 
ship, which  he  still  owns.  At  this  Avriting 
the  father  is  visiting  in  Washington  Terri- 
tory. 

H.  O.  Ilalversen,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  brought  up  on  a  farm.  Upon  attaining 
liis  manhood  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Hattie 
Olson,  in  1873,  widow  of  Gutrora  Olson; 
wlio  died  in  1867.  By  her  first  marriage  his 
wife  had  one  oliild,  Gurine,  who  was  born 
December  6,  1867,  and  died  July  ai,  1882. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halversen  have  been  blessed 
with  the  following  children— Mattie  A.,  born 
May  13,  i875 ;  Henry  0.,  born  February  27, 
1877,  and  died  July  22,  1882;  and  Ida  0., 
born  January  10,  1879,  and  died  July  19, 
1882  (these  three  children  died  of  diphtheria, 
and  were  buried  on  the  same  day);  and  the 
following  children,  who  are  living — Mattie 
A.,  born  May  13,  1875;  Ole  L.,  born  August 
22,  1881;  and  Ida  Gurine  Henrietta,  born 
December  29, 1883.  Mr.  Halversen  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  farming  operations, 
and  is  well-off  in  this  "  world's  goods."  lie 
has  in  all  291  acres  of  land,  and  lives  on  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  24,  where  he 
has  a  neat  and  comfortable  residence,  and 
si)lendid  barn,  and  other  farm  buildings.  In 
addition  to  his  farming  and  stock-raising 
interests,  he  runs  a  steam  thresher  during  the 
threshing  season.  At  the  time  of  the  Indian 
outbreak,  although  Mr.  Halversen  waa  but  a 
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lad  of  twelve,  he  has  a  distinct  recollection 
of  the  events  during  that  trying  time.  His 
.parents  fled  AVith  the  family  from  their 
Litchfield  farm,  and  Went  to  Forest  City  for 
safety.  A  year  later,  however,  Ilalver  re- 
turned'with  his  father  and  helped  put  in  the 
crops.  This  matter  receives  full  attention 
in  the  chapter  relating  to  the  massacre.  In 
religion  Mr.  Halversen  and  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Norwegian  Lutheran  Ohurch, 
and  in  political  mattei-s,  Mr.  Halversen  is  a 
republican. 

#EORGE  DICKSON,  for  many  years 
a  banker  in  Scotland  and  India, 
retired  in  brokeri  health  in  1872,  on  a  life 
pension  of  five  thousand  dollars.per  annum. 
After  recruiting  his  health  for  over  two 
years  in  England,  he  traveled  through  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  during  1874  and 
1875,  and  in  1880  purchased  from  Col.  W. 
S.  King,  the  property  of  "  Oalcwood,"  in 
Danielson  townsbip.  Meeker  county,  Minn. 

This  is  one  of  tbe  best  equipped  fanns  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota,  the  buildings  being 
of  a  very  superior  description  and  well  fin 
ished.  it  contains  150  acres  of  Avell  matured 
timber,  skirting  "Lake  Dickson,"  two  miles 
long,  by  one  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in 
breadth.  The  soil  is  remarkably  good, 
gently  rolling  throughout ;  is  well  watered, 
and  is  subdivided  by  over  eight  miles  of  sub- 
stantial fencing. 

The  herd  of  short  horn  cattle  usually  num- 
bers from  130  to  180  head,  and  has  been 
graded  up  to  a  high  state  of  perfection. 
The  interior  accommodation,  with  numerous 
box  stalls  for  wintering  130  head  of  cattle 
and  eighteen  horses,  is  very  complete. 

The  loft  of  the  cattle  barn,  195  by  40  feet, 
with  two  large  wings,  has  a  capacity  of  200 
tons  of  hay ;  and  the  stable,  80  by  40  feet,  a 
capacity  of  100  tons. 


Over  500  acres  are  under  cxillivation  ;  two 
separate  holdings,  each  of  ICO  acres,  have 
hitherto  been  let  to  tenants,  and  the  main 
farm,  usutdly  held  by  a  tenant  "  on  shares  " 
is  imder  a  regular  cereal  rotation,  and  has 
ample  provision  of  natural  and  cidtivatod 
grasses,  orchard  and  blue  grass,' red  clover 
and  tinaotilJ^ 

A  school  house  and  postoffice  have  recently 
been  establislied  here.  Otherwise  consider- 
able improvements  in  buiUling,  draining  and 
fencing  ha  ve  been  effected  on  the  proi)i}ity 
since  1880.  So  that  it  is  now  one  of  tlie 
most  valuable  and  desirable  among  Jlinnc- 
sota's  "  Bonanza  farms." 

ig^RlCK  BYLUND  is  a  prominent  old  set- 
tier  who  resides  on  section  0,  I.itc-li- 
iiold  township.-  He  was  born  in  Sweden  on 
the  ICtli  of  Eebruary,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  E.  and  Anna  Bylund.  His  early  life 
was  one  of  incessant  toil  and  bitter  hardship, 
and  during  four  years  of  the  earlier  period 
of  his  life,  from  1837  to  1840,  he  lived  on 
nothing  but  fish  and  bread  made  frqjn  pine 
bark.  In  1850  ho  came  to  the  United  States 
and  after  living  one  winter  in  Illinois  he  came 
to  Minnesota,  settling  at  Taylor's  Falls, 
Chisago  county.  There  were  but  very  few 
settlers  in  tlie  Territory  of  Minnesota  at  that 
time  and  none  away  from  the  east  territorial 
line.  Erick  worked  for  several  years  in  tlio 
pineries  striving  to  get  money  enough 
together  to  transport  his  father  and  brother 
from  the  old  world  to  the  new.  In  1803  he 
came  to  Meeker  county  and  located  on  sec- 
tion G,  in  Litchfield  township,  Avhere  he  still 
lives.  During  that  summer  he  helped  build 
a  fort  near  his  farm  and  his  own  and  four 
other  families  occupied  it  for  several  weeks 
during  the  Indian  scare. 

In  1857  Mr.  Bylund  was  married  to  Ciitii- 
erine  Nordin,  a  native  of  Sweden,  who  bore 


300 


MEEKER  COUNTY,  MINMESOIW, 


him  fcn'o  children  — Jolm,  bom  DeceinberT, 
1  Sns,  tliedwhen  four  years  of  age ;  and  Nels, 
born  June  12,  18G0.  Nels  has  always  fol- 
lowed farming  with  his  fatljer,  and  now  has 
cliai'ge  of  the  farm.  Mrs.  Bylimd  died  on 
the  IStli  of  May,  1884,  and  3Ir.  Bylund  and 
son,  Nels,  liave  since  livetl  on  the  old  home- 
steail,  which  is  beautifully  situated  in  the 
nortliwcstern  part  of  the  township.  The 
farm  is  well  located  and  u-ell  improved. 

 ■^-S^^-'^— — 

#EORGE  NEUBAUER.  an  intelligent,^ 
respected  and  jn-ominent  fariner  and 
stock-raiser,  i-csiding  on  section  9,  Forest 
Prairie  township,  was  born  in  Baiern,  Ger- 
"lariy,  on  the  Yth  of  April,  1832,  and  isason 
of  George  and  Oatlierine  (Martini  Neubauer 
Tlis  lather  iuul  niotlier  wore  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  some  of  whom,  ])owever, 
died  in  infancy. 

Oeorgo  Nciibauer,  tlie  subject  of  tliis  sketch, 
spent  iiis  boyliood  days  in  his  native  land,  at- 
tending sciiool  regularly  until  ho  was  twelve 
yeai-s  old,  and  for  six  years  thereafter,  at- 
tondcdyi  school  held  evei-y  Sunday.    He  re- 
mained at  liomoAvith  his  parents  until  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age,  -when,  in  1852,  he,  in 
coinpany  with  his  bi-others  and  sisters,  John, 
Michael,  Mary  and  Barbara,  came  to  the 
IJnitod  States.   Tliey  landed  in  New  Torlc 
and  then  went  to  Jersey  City,  where  they  re- 
mained two  years,  George  being  at  work  in 
a  cement  fiictory.   In  1854  tliey  removed  to 
Silver  Creek,  Penn,,  and  lived  there  until 
18^9,  when  George  came  to  Minnesota. 

In  1881,  George  ISTeubauer  came  to  Meeker 
county  and  located  on  section  22,  Forest 
Prairie  township.  Two  years  later  he  set- 
tled upon  the  place  on  section  9,  where  1)6 
still  resides,  lie  has  a  valuable  farm  of  eighty 
acres  and  devotes  liis  attention  to  general 
farming  and  stock-raising. 

Our  subject  was  married  before  leaving  his 


native  land,  on  the  15th  of  August,  1852,  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Schreivogel.  They  have 
eight  children  living,  six  boj^s  and  two  girls, 
as  follows— John,  Michael,  Mary,  Joseph, 
Lawrence,  Lizzie,  George  and  Daniel. 

In  political  matters,  Mr.  yeubauer  is  a 
democrat.  The  family  are  respected  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church. 

^M^MBROSE  T.  DORMAN.  Another  pio- 
neer  family  of  Meeker  county  is  the 
Dormans,  some  of  whom  have  passed  away, 
some  Jiave  removed  from  the  county,  but 
there  are  a  few  here  still.  One  of  them,  and 
a  prominent  one,  is  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  article. 

Ambrose  Donnan  was  born  in  Harring- 
ton, Washington  county.  Me.,  May  29, 1836, 
and  ivas  tliere  reared  to  manhood.  lie  de- 
ceived the  elements  of  the  excellent  education 
which  is  the  privilege  of  every  citizen  of  New 
England,  in  the  schools  of  liis  native  town. 
In  1858,  witli  a  view  to  tlie  betterment  of  his 
fortunes,  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled 
in  Meeker  county,  where  he  now  resides. 

Nathaniel  Dorman,  the  'father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir,  came  to  Meeker  county 
in  1857,  with  tlie  first  settlers  of  the  town- 
ship, and  took  up  a  claim.  The  old  gentle- 
man,  although  some  eighty -four  years  of  age, 
still  survives,  a  monument  to  the  regularity 
of  the  lives  of  the  former  generation,  whose 
habits  have  preserved  them  to  a  ripe  old  age, 
Mrs.  Nathaniel  Dorman  died  in  1870,  and " 
her  remains  are  buried  in  the  Kingston  cem- 
etery. They  Avere  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living— John  F., 
Phoebe  S.,  Ambrose  T,,  Harry  7.,  Samuel  A., 
Ellon  E.  and  Leonard  L. 

Ambrose  T.  Dorman  made  a  trip  to  Cali- 
fornia in  18153,  and  remained  in  that  Eldo- 
rado, engaged'  in  mining,  for  some  three 
years,  and  then  returned  to  Meeker  county. 
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He  is  somewhat  of  an  adventurous  disposi- 
tion, having  followed  the  sea  for  some  five 
years  in  his  youth,  and  spent  one  year  in 
Maine,  one.  in  "Wisconsin,  and  one  in  the 
Minnesota  pineries.  April  18,  18G9,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  witli  Miss  Sarah  J.  Goble, 
a  native  of  Kentucky,  born  July  27,  184Y, 
and  the  daughter  of  "William,  and  Edith 
(Phelps)  Goble.  Her  father  died  here  in 
June,  187C,  and  his  body  lies  at  rest  in  the 
cemetery  of  Kingston;  her  mother  is  stillliv- 
ing.  The  latter  is  a  native  of  Virginia,,  where 
she  grew  to  the  years  of  womanhood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorman  have  an  interesting 
family  of  five  children,  whose  names  areas 
follows— "Willie  A.,  Edith  V.,  Silva  Jane, 
Martha  Ann,  and  John  P.  Mr,  Dorman  is  a 
stanch  adherent  to  the  principles  of  Jeffer- 
sonlan  democracy  in  his  politics,  and  is  a 
worthy  and  public  spirited  citizen  of  the 
county. 

JOHN  HILL.  The  subject  of  this  bio- 
grajihy,  a  resident  of  section  28,  Manan- 
naii  townsiiip,  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent, 
leading  and  successful  farmers  and  stock-rais- 
ers in  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  ,He 
was  born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1829, 
and  is  a  son  .of  Francis  and  Mary  (Oampbell) 
H'lh  His  early  life  was  spent  in  his  native 
land,  where  he  acquired  the  iiabits  of  industry', 
perseverance  and  frugality,  whicli  are  so 
cliaracteristio  of  the  race  from  Avhich  he 
spi'ings.  In  1851  lie  came  to  the  United 
States,  landing  in  Boston  and  proceeded  to 
Lowell,  Mass.,  where  he  remained  for  eleven' 
yeare,  working  in  a  cotton  factory.  lie  then 
went  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Avliere  he  lived 
for  five  years,  engaged  at  firing  on  an  engine. 
He  then  returned  to  Lowell,  Mass.,  and  six- 
teen months  later  he  came  to  Meeker  county, 
Minn.  From  Clearwater  he  came  by  stage 
to  Forest  City,  and  the  next  day  he  arrived 


at  the  house  of  Owen  Quinn.  in  Manannah 
township.  A  few  days  later  he  purchased 
the  farm  on  section  28,  where  he  still  rdsides. 
He  has  240  acres  of  land,  and  devotes  his 
attention  to  farming  and  stock  raising. 

Mr.  Hill  was  married  on  the  21st  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1S55,  to  Hannah  McAloon.  Their 
marriage  has  been  blessed  with  three  chil- 
dren, whose  names  were  Francis,  John  and 
Charles  II.  John  is  the  only  child  living, 
the  other  two  liaving  died,  and  are  buried  in 
Lowell,  Mass.  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Hill  are  exem- 
plary members  and  active  su])])orters  of  the 
Catholic  Church. 

Iti  political  mattera  Mr.  Ilill  affiliates  with 
the  democratic  party. 

HARLES  A.  GILMANf  a  prominent  and 
energetic  farnier  of  Cosmos  township, 
has  his  beautiful  home  upon  sections  20  and 
29,  where  his  fine  farm  of  2'±0  acres  is  sit- 
uated. He  came  to  this  locality  in  18YT,  imd 
for  about  a  year  lived  on  section  26, and  then 
three  yeai-s  on  33.  In  1881  ho  took  up  his 
present  homestead.  One  hundred  acres  of 
his  land  is  well  cultivated  and  the  improve- 
ments are  of  a  high  class. 

Mr.  Gihnan  ■\vas  born  at  Sangervillej 
Piscataquis  county,  Me.,  August  25,  184G, 
and  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  C.  Oilman  and 
Avife,  natives  of  Gilmanton,  N".  II.  His 
parents  i-emoved  to  Maine  in  1826,  and  lo- 
cated at  Sangerville  and  made  their  home 
tliere  until  1850,  when  they  moved  to  Dex- 
ter, Penobscot  count}--,  where  they  still  live. 
Charles  remained  at  home  until  he  was  about 
twelve  years  of  age,  -whou  ho  commenced 
working  for  other  parties,  and  was  thus  em- 
ployed until  1863.  About  that  time  the  gov- 
ernment, needing  more  men  to  suppress  the 
rebellion,  had  just  issued  a  new  call  for  vol- 
unteers, and  in  September,  1803,  our  subject 
enlisted  in  Company  E,  Second  ;Maine  Cav- 
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ally,  and  served  with  tlie  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps  in  all  its  campaigns  and  marches.  He 
was  discharged  at  the  close  of  hostilities,  at 
Augusta,  ]\[e.,  September  11, 1865,  and  going 
to  Dead  river,  Franklin  county,  that  State, 
bougiit  a  farm,  upon  which  ho  settled,  and 
Avhero  ho  made  his-  home  until  1872,  when, 
selling  out,  he  came  to  Miuneapolis  and  went 
into  the  lumber  business.  He  came  to 
Meeker  county  from  there  in  18T7. 

Mr.  Gil  man  was  married,  October  27, 
18G5,  to  Miss  Angelina  8.  Fisher,  a  native 
of  Parkman,  Piscataquis  county,  Me.,  and 
daugliter  of  A.  J",  and  Laura  A.  (Sar^rent;) 
Fisher.  They  have  a  family  of  two  cliildren— 
Gcoi'ge  F.  and  Charles  A.  Mr.  Gilman  is  a 
member  of  Frank  Daggett  Post,  No.  35,  G.  A. 
E.,  and  lins  served  the  town  as  justice  of  the 
peace  from  1SS3  until  the  present  time. 

 '««f€{S^-^^  

MCeNRY  E.  DANIELSONja  prominent 
fai-mcr  and  stock-raiser,  wiio  resides 
on  section  31,  Cetiar  :a[iUs  township,  is  a 
native  of  Meeker  county,  and  is  a  member 
of  one  of  the  most  prominent  pioneer  fami- 
lies in  the  county.    He  was  born  in  Aoton 
township,  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  on  the  25th 
of  April,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Nels  and 
Ranch  Dan  ielson,  after  whom  the  township  of 
Danielson  was  named.    A  full  history  of  his 
parents  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Henry  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren.   He  i-eraaincd  at  home  with  his  fath- 
er's family  until  1881,  wlien  he  struck  out 
for  liimself  to  earn  his  own -way  in  the  world. 
Ho  first  wont  to  Atwater,  where  he  remained 
for  some  three  months,  and  then  went  to 
Minneapolis,  whore  he  spent  one  winter  in 
Arcliibakl's  Business  College.    The  follow- 
ing spring  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis  tfe  Manitoba  Railway  Com- 
pany as  car  repairer,  and  remained  in  that 
position  until  May,  1884.    During  the  fol- 


lowing season  he  was  engaged  at  carpenter 
work  and  various  other  lines  of  eniployjnent. 
In  the  spring  of  1885  he  located  on  section 
31,  Cedar  Mills  township,  where  he  still 
lives.  He  has  a  valuable  farm  of  160  acres, 
a  good  share  of  which  is  under  cultivation, 
has  comfortable  buildings,  and  is  in  good 
circumstances.  He  devotes  his  attention  to 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  by  his 
enterprise  and  industry  he  now  ranks  ^vith 
the  leading  and  most  substantial  citizens  of 
of  the  township. 

Mr.  Danielson  was  married  while  in  Glyn- 
don,  on  the  25th  of  June,  1883,  to  Miss  Mary 
Ellerj  and  one  child  has  been  born  to  them— 
Daniel  D.,  born  February  27,  1886.  Mi-s. 
Danielson  was  born  at  Baiern,  Germany,  on 
the  10th  of  January,  1864.  Her  parents' 
names  were  Johan  and  Maria  EUer. 

OHN.KONSBRICIC,  of  the  city  of  Litch- 
field, is  a  native  of  the  duchy  of  Luxem- 
burg, Germany,  born  in  the  year  1839.  He 
was  reared  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  among 
its  .picturesque  and  vine  clad  hills,  and 
remained  there  until  he  had  reached  the  age 
.of  one  and  twenty.   He  then  emigrated  to 
the  shores  of  the  new  world  to  better  his 
fortunes,  and  on  arrival  in  this  country  set- 
tled at  Aurora,  111.,  where  he  lived  for  some 
two  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
came  to  Minnesota.   For  two  years  he  was 
employed  in  farming  in  Dakota  county,  after 
which  he  spent  a  couple  of  years  more  at 
Bellevue,  Jackson  county,  Iowa.   From  the 
latter  place  he  returned  to  Dakota  county, 
this  State,  and  after  a  trip  to  the  Territory 
of  Dakota  he  came  to  Litchfield,  and  for 
three  years'  was  ih  the  employ  of  John 
Rodange,   a  felloAV  countryman  and  an 
acquaintance  of  his  boyhood.  .In  1883  our 
subject  started  for  himself  in  the  retail 
liquor  business,  but  some  two  years  later  his 
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place  was  destroyed  by  fire  by  which  he  lost 
some  $700  over  t!ie  insurance.  He,  instead 
of  being  discouraged,  at  once  commenced  to 
put  up  a  new  building.  It  was  erected  at  a 
total  cost  of  something  like  $4,500,  and  is  a 
credit  to  the  town.  Mr.  Konsbrick  is  one  of 
the  leading  saloon  men  of  the  town  and  a 
square  business  man. 

/^VLE  NIELSON  KASTETT,  a  respected 
farmer  who  resides  on  section  23, 
Danielson  township,  is  a  son  of.  Niels  and 
Marie  (Olson')  Kastett^  and  was  born  in  or- 
way,  on  the  15th"  of  July,  1840.  He  came  to 
tlie  united  States  in  1861,  and  first  settled  in 
Houston  county,  Minn.,  where  he  remained 
one  summer,  and' then  went  to  Iowa,  where 
he  stayed  for  two  years  afc  work  for  fanners. 
In  December,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  the  Second 
Minnesota  Cavalry,  and  was  mustered  in 
eal'ly  in  the  following  January.  lie  served 
on  the  frontier,  participating  in  two  engage- 
ments with  the  Indians  in  the  Bad  Lands  of 
Dakota,  and  was  finally  mustered  out  at 
Fort  Snelling,  in  December,  18G5.  lie  then 
returned  to  Houston  county,  Minn.,  and  re- 
mained tliere  until  the  spring  of  1866,  when 
he  came  to  what  is  now  Cosmos  township, 
Meeker  county,  then  apart  of  Lincoln  county. 
He  was  the  first  man  to  take  a  team  and  a 
plow  into  that  township,  and  did  the  first 
breaking  there.  -He  also  erected  the  fii-st 
house.  He  remained  there  for  five  years, 
and  then  lived  in  Danielson  township  for  five 
years,  after  which  he  spent  two  yeai-s  in 
Cosmos,  and  then  settled  on  the  place  where 
he  now  lives.  In  1878  he  sold  his  Cosmos 
farm,  and  now  owns  a  place  of  ninety  acres 
on  section  23,  Danielson  township.  lie  has 
taken  an  active  interest  in  all  matters  affect- 
ing the  wellfare  of  the  township,  and  has 
held  various  local  offices,  including  that  of 
chairman  of  the  townsliip  supervisors  for  two 
or  three  years. 


Our  subject  was  married  on  the  22d  of 
January,  IS'TO,  to  Mary  JTelson,  ^vho 
is  mentioned  at  length  hereafter.  They  are 
the  parents  of  thefollowing  children — Nellie 
Amelia,  born  October  25,  1870 ;  Eegina 
Marie,  born  August  19,  1872;  Nels  Oliver, 
born  July  28,  1874;  George  Henry  Neclia- 
lai,  born  August  8,  1S7G;  Carl  Theodore, 
born  July  19,  1879 ;  Helen  Matilda,  bora 
April  30,  1882;  Eagnhikl  Mary  Agnes,  born 
July  16,  1884;  and  Daniel  Anton,  born  Jan- 
uary 26,  1887. 

Mary  liT.  Nelson,  the  wife  of  Ole  Nielson 
Kastett.  is  a  daughter  of  Nels  and  Eagnhikl 
Danielson,  the  first  settlers  in  Danielson 
township,  and  was  born  in  Norway,  on  the 
16th  of  October,  1849.  She  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1855  with  her  parents,  and 
after  stopping  for  two  yeai-s  in  Wisconsin,  in 
1857  they  came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn., 
where  they  have  since  lived.  'When  the 
Indian  outbreak  began,  tlio  family  with  the 
majority  of  the  otlier  settlers,  hastily  went 
to  Forest  City,  and  a  short  time  later  to 
Kingston,  it  being  stated  tLat  the  string  of 
teams  extended  in  procession  from  one  place 
to  the  othei'.  They  remained  at  Kingston 
but  a  short  time,  and  then  went  back  to 
Forest  Citj'  and  moved  into  a  house  near  the 
river,  there  being  another  family  to  occupy 
it  with  them.  Mr.  Danielson,  the  father, 
was  helping  to  complete  the  fort  in  the  after- 
noon before  the  attack  was  made  on  Foi'cst 
City,  and,  beginnning  to  fear  that  an  attack 
would  be  made,  he  directed  the  women  to 
take  the  children  anil  go  to  the  hotel,  which 
they  did.  He  and  three  other  men  remained. 
In  the  n  ight  the  house  was  set  on  fire,  and  u  pon 
looking  out,  they  could  see  hundreds  of  Indi- 
ans. They  succeeded  in  escaping,  however, 
imhurt.  The  Danielscms  renuiined  but  a  few 
days  after  the  attack,  and  then  returned  to 
their  iarm,  but  before  taking  the  family 
back,  the  father  and  the  daiightei',  Helen, 
had  gathered  some  of  the  grain.    The  follow- 
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ing  winter  Danieison  took  fifty  head  of 
cattle  to  wfntei',  and  as  he  had  hay  hi  Kan- 
diyolii  county,  he  took  them  there  and  also 
took  Ills  danghtei's  Helen  and  Mary  to  aid  in 
caring  for  them.  The  father  was  unable  to 
clothe  the  girls  propei-ly,  and  as  they  could 
not  keep  uji  enough  fire  to  keep  even  water 
next  to  the  stove  from  freezing,  both  the 
girls  froze  their  feet  badly,  and  the  fatlier 
contracted  rheuimitism  from'  which  he  after- 
ward died.  This  will  illustrate  some  of  the 
hardships  which  the  early  settlers  were  com- 
pelled to  endure.  The  daughter,  Mary,  re- 
mained at  home  until  her  marriage.  Having 
been  among  the  oldest  settlers  of  the  county, 
she  has  witnessed  the  county  grow  from 
nothing  to  its  present  prosperous  and  thickly 
settled  condition. 

WILLIAM  H.  WILCOX,  ex-county 
commissioner,  a  I'esidcnt  of  Swede 
Gi'ove  township,  is  one  of  the  most  i)rominont 
citizens  in  the  northern  part  of  tlie  county. 
He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  on  the  22d  of 
May,  1835,  and  was  tlie  son  of  Horace  and 
•Polly  Wilcox.  His  father  was  extensively 
engaged  in  the  dairy  business. 

"\Villiam  H.  remained  Avith  his  parents  un- 
til lie  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  then 
begiiii  life  for  himself,  Avorking  first  in  a 
cheese  factory  for  a  year,  and  then  starting 
for  the  West.  He  Avorked  about  St.  Paul 
and  Minneapolis  until  1857,  Aviicn  he  bought 
a  squatter's  claim  to  100  acres  of  land  in 
Manannah  township  in  Meelcer  county,  pay- 
ing fifty  dollai-s  for  it.  He  secured  govern- 
ment title  Avith  a  soldier's  land  warrant, 
Avhich  cost  him  $130.  He  then  sold  the  land 
to  a  Mr.  Deck  for  $T50  in  gold,  and  bought 
100  acres  on  sections  2  and  3,  in  Swede  GroA'e 
township,  Avliere  he  has  since  lived  Avith  the 
exception  of  the  summer  of  1858,  Avhen  he 
AA'orked  at  St.  Paul.   He  returned  to  his 


place  in  the  fall,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Byck- 
^^Xi,  Avho  had  a  claim  adjoining,  and  tliey 
"bached  it"  'together  during  the  following 
Avinter.   When  the  Indian  outbreak  occurred 
he  had  a  family  on  the  place  keeping  house 
and  his  brother  Avas  living  Avith  liim.    On  the 
same  day  as  the  killing  of  Jones  and  Baker, 
eleven  Indians  camped  near  liis  claim,  and 
upon  learning  of  the  killing  Mr.  Wilcox 
accused  the  eleven  of  doing  it,  but  they'de- 
nied  this,  claiming  they  Avere  "good  In- 
dians," and  left  Avithout  doing  any  mischief. 
Mr.  Wilcox  supposed  the  matter  amounted 
to  nothing  more  than  a  drunken  row,  but 
soon  learned  that  it  Avas  to  be  a  general  out- 
break.   He  tlierefore  loaded' sixteen  Avomen 
and  children  together  Avith  a  few  trunks  onto 
a  wagon  and  sent  the  outfit  to  Forest  City 
in  charge  of  his  brother.   He  remained  at 
home  until  nearly  night  and  then  took  his 
gun  and  Avent  out  on  the  pratfie  to  see  if 
there  Avere  any  Indians  about.   At  a  neigh- 
bor's he  learned  that  the  Indians  AA'ere  mur- 
dering and  burning  everything  as  they  Avent, 
and  Avere  scouring  the  country  for  whites, 
and  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  go  A\'ith  them 
to  Forest  City.   The  foUoAving  morning  he 
started  back  for  his  farm  against  the  advice 
of  his  friends,  but  feeling  that  he  could  not 
stay  there  and  let  his  hogs  and  cattle,  Avhich 
were  shut  up,  starve.    Upon  approaching  the 
house  he  saw  that  the  kitchen  Avas  open 
and  expected  every  moment  to  see  the  head 
of  an  Indian  poked  out  and  feel  the  lead 
from  a  rifle.   He  was  relieved,  hoAvever,  by 
finding  the  house  empty,  but  the  stove  Avas 
still  Avarm,  as  the  Indians  had  been  cooking 
there  and  had  demolished  things  generally, 
and  stolen  Avhatever  they  could  carry  off, 
cutting  open  a  feather  bed  to  get  a  sack  to 
hold  their  booty.   After  this,  he  remained 
alone  most  of  the  time  caring  for  his  grain 
and  stock,  until  he  joined  the  "Home 
Guards,"  a  company  organized  at  Forest 
City,  for  protection  against  the  Indians. 
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Mr,  "Wilcox  was  married  on  tlje  9tli  of 
November,  1867,  to  Miss  Ellen  Peterson. 
She  was  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  December 
39,  1850,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Hans  and 
Betsy  (Ostiud)  Peterson.  She  was  six  j'ears 
old  when  she  came  to  America.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilcox  have  beeu  blessed  with  the  fol- 
lowing children  —  Lillie,  bom  November  12, 
1868;  Sarah,  born  November  23,  ISTO; 
Horace,  born  J uly  22, 1873,  and  Nellie,  born 
P'ebruary  21, 1877.  Mr.  Wilcox  has  taken  a 
very  prominent  part  in  all  m-atters  of  a  pub- 
lic natui'e.  He  Avas  the  principal  factor  in 
tiie  organization  of  the  Swede  Grove  town- 
ship in  1869 ;  was  county  commissioner  for 
three  years;  township  clerk  in  Manannah 
three  years;  town  clerk  in  Swede  Grove 
three  years ;  chairmaii  of  the  supervisors  for 
two  years,  and  has  held  many  other  offices  of 
responsibility.  Mr.  Wilcox  owned  the  first 
cheese  factory  in  operation  in  Meeker  coimty, 
having  established  it  in  1864,  and  one  year 
sold  Sl,600  worth  of  cheese.  His  house  was 
one  of  the  first  fi'ame  buildings  erected  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  the  county,  having 
been  built.in  1865.  It  is  a  story  and  a  half 
building,  20x28  feet  in  size  with  an  addition 
16x24  feet.  He  also  has  substantial  farm 
buildings,  including  two  spacious  barns,  a 
granary,  and  other  buildings.  His  many 
years  of  residence  here  have  made  him  well 
known  among  all  the  old  settlers,  and  he  is 
held,  in  high  regard  wlierever  he  is  known. 

A  portrait  of  Mr.  Wilcox  is  presented  in 
another  department  of  tliis  album. 

iAMES  QUIGLEY,  one  of  the  old  resi- 
dents ot  Forest  City  township,  came  to 
sker  county  about  the  year  1866,  and  set- 
tled in  Forest  Prairie,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  some  five  3'oars.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  period  he  removed  to  Kingston,  from 
Avhence,  some  five  years  later,  he  came  to 


Forest  Cit}-^,  and  located  upon  160  acres  of 
land  on  section  20,  whicli  he  owns,  and 
where  he  now  lives.  He  is  a  native  of  Can- 
ada. He  left  that  province  in  18G6,  and 
came  to  Minnesota,  where  he  has  since 
lived. 

Mr.  Quigley  was  married  in  1872,  at  For- 
est City,  and  by  this  union  there  has  been 
born  one  child — Mary  Ann.  In  his  politics 
]\fr.  Qtiigley  is  a  democrat,  but  has  given  but 
little  attention  to  such  matters.  lie  is  a  re- 
spected and  esteemed  citizen,  and  one  of  tlie 
older  residents  of  tlie  county,  who  is  looked 
up  to  as  sucli. 

NDREW  P.  NELSON,  a  member  of 
the  Jinn  6'f  Dadley  &  Nelson,  grain- 
dealei-s,  and  owners  of  tlie  elevator  tliat  beai-s 
their  name,  is  one  df  the  representative  citi- 
zens of  Grove  Cit}',  wliere  he  has  lived  for 
more  than  eighteen  yeai-s. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  personal  narrative  was 
boi-n  in  Sweden  April  28,  1844,  and  is  tlio 
son  of  N.  P.  and  Sarah  Nelson.  He  made 
his  home  in  the  land  of  his  birth  until  1867, 
when  embarking  he  crossed  the  ocean  to 
tlie  new  world,  to  better  his  condition  in  life. 
He  landed  at  New  York,  October  7,  of  tliat 
year,  and  from  there  came  to  Minnesota, 
and  after  staying  short  time  in  New  Lon- 
don, Kandiyohi  count}',  went  from  there  to 
St.  Cloud,  and  on  to  Watab,  where  lie  found 
.employment  in  a  saw-mill,  with  Asa  Libby. 
■He  remained  there  until  fall,  when  he  went 
into  the  pineries,  and  there'  was  engaged 
until  the  folloAving  April,  when  he  retui-ned 
to  Watab,  and  went  to  school  for  about  six 
weeks,  but  from  there  M'ent  to  Minneapolis 
and  was  employed  in  the  brickyard  of 
Woodward  &  Co.,  he  having  Avorked  at  that 
business  in  the  old  country.  In  the  follow- 
ing October  he  comifienced  track-laying  for 
the  St.  Paul  &  Pacific  Eailroad  Company,  and 
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continuctl  with  tlicm  until  November  lY, 
18C9,  wlicii  he  received  orders  to  take  his 
crow  of  jueii  to  Swede  Grove,  and  stopped 
that  night  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from 
the  place,  with  Eric  Bylund.    He  then 
reached  his  destination  and  secured  board 
for  liimself  and  crcAV  with  Peter  J.  Lund, 
antl  ^vent  to  work  to  put  in  the  side-track,- 
etc.    He  remained  here  that  winter,  and  in 
the  spring  moved  into  a  little  house  that 
Olaf  Levaiidcr  liuilt  about  tliat  time:  Mr. 
^clso'^  liad  cliarge  of  tlie  railroad  men  here' 
until  Januaiy  1, 1ST8,  Avlicn  he  entered  into 
tiie  general  nici'cluuidise  business  -with  Mr. 
Peterson,  muler  tlie  fmn  name  of  Peterson, 
^""elson  it  Co.   The^^  also  liandled  lumber  in 
connection  with  their  other  business,  Mr.  Nel- 
.so]i_  having  been  in  the  latter  line  while  in  the 
railroad  company's  employ.   ]\rr.  Peterson. 
dying  a,  few  months  later  tlie  lirm  name 
clianged  to  tliat  ol'  JJudiey  A  Kelson.  Tiiey 
carried  on  tlio  business,  besides  a  store  in 
MinneapoHs  for  three  years,  when  Air.  Nel- 
son sold  out  to  his  partner,  and  in  company 
witli  Isaac  Cooper,  went  into  the  lumber, 
gi-ain  and  cattle  business,  but  two  years  later, 
going  out  of  the  lirm  resumed  his  old  place 
Avith  Mr.  Dudley,  and  the  linn  thus  formed, 
Dudley  &  Nelson,  are  the  prominent  grain 
dealers  of  the  village. 

November  29,  1873,  Mr.  Nelson  married 
Jliss  Annn,  daughter  of  Peter  J.  and  Elna 
Luiul,  who  died  December  3, 1874,  when  her 
son,  Adolph,  was  but  eleven  days  old.  The 
grandparents  took  care  of  the  child  until 
July,  1878,  when  Mr.  Nelson  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Lund,  a  sister  of 
his  first  wife,  who  assumed  charge  of  the 
little  orphan.  She  has  been  tlie  mother 
of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  dead, 
and  one,  Anna,  born  August  3,  1881,  is  liv- 
ing. 

Mr.  Nelson  has  filled  the  office  of  school 
director,  and  is  the  in-esent  village  treas- 
urer. 


^IMOTHY  GIBNEY,  the  subject  of  this" 
biographical  notice,  is  an  enterprising 
and  thorough  farmer  wJio  resides  on  section 
27,  in  Manannah  townsliip.  He  was  born  in 
Upper  Canada  on  the  22d  of  November, 
ISttO,  and  is  the  son  of  Jolm  and  Anna  (Ilea- 
JISZ)  Qitoey,^  liis  parents  being  natives  of  Ire- 
land, llis  early  life  was  spent  in  liis  native 
Dominion  and  in  1805  he  came  with  his 
jiarents  to  the  United  States  and  they  made 
their  way  directly  to  Meeker  county,  Minn., 
settling  in  Manannah  township,  where  they 
still  reside.  Timothy  has  120  acres  of  land 
and  has  been  very  successful  in  his  farming 
operations.  In  connection  with  his  diversi- 
fied farming  interests,  he  carries  on  stock  rais- 
ing in  a  limited  Avay. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  on 
the  itii  of  February,  1883,  to  Miss  Mary  E. 
McCadery^-  and  their  marriage  has  been 
blessed  with  three  chddren  whose  names  are 
James  T.,  Elizabeth,  and  Patrick,  all  of 
whom  are  still  living  and  at  home.  Mi-s. 
Gibncy's  parents  Avere  both  natives  of  Ii'e- 
land,  Avho  came  to  America  at  an  early  day 
and  died  in  Uiiper  Canada.  13oth  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gibney  are  exemjilary  members  and 
active  sujiporters  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Gibney  is  a  Democrat  in  political  mat- 
ters and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
township  atEairs,  having  held  various  local 
offices. 


li^lCHARD  WELCH,  deputy  auditor  of 
Meeker  county,  is  a  native  of  Cayuga 
county,  N.  Y.,  born  June  5,  1859,  and  is  the 
son  of  liichard  ami  Bridget  (McDonald) 
Welch.  llis  parents  were  married  in  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  in  1853,  and  shortly  after  re- 
moved to  Cayauga  county,  where  they  still 
make  their  home. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  remained  at 
home  upon  a  farm  until  he  had  attained  his 
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majoriW,  but  in  his  twent^y-first  year  came 
to  Minnesota  and  looatetl  in  Meeker  county. 
For  a  period  of  ^\  ^  3'ears  after  coming  here, 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  but  in 
the  spring  of  1885  he  went  to  Buffalo  county, 
Dak.,  and  there  took  up  a  homestead  of  100 
acres  of  land.  That  territory  liad  been  tl)roAvn 
open  to  settlers  by  a  proclamation  of  Presi- 
dent Arthur,  but  the  present  administration 
seeing  fit  to  annul  and  make  void  tliis  action 
of  its  predecessoi-,  Mr.  "Welch,  in  company 
with  many  others  was  forced  to  abandon  his 
claim.  He  then  retui'ned  to  Litchfield  where 
he  has  made  liis  home  ever  since.  He  was 
appointed  to  tlie  office  of  deputy  auditor  of 
Meeker  county  in  1886,  and  is  still  engaged 
in  the  duties  of  that  position.  He  is  a  young 
man  in  years,  but  lias  already  ycon  for  him- 
self an  enviable  reputation  for  steadiness  and 
upright  principles,  and  will,  no  doubt,  occupy 
more  important  and  responsive  positions  in 
the  future,  as  he  well  deserves. 

;MtALSTEN  ANDERSON.  The  subject 
JKL  of  this  biographical  sketch  is  a  farmer 
residing  on  section  1,  Danielson  town.ship. 
He  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Carrie  Harolson, 
and  was  born  in  Norway  on  tlie  ITth  of  No- 
vember, 1848.  His  early  life  was  spent  on 
a  farm  in  the  land  of  his  birth  and  he  re- 
mained there  untill870,  when  he  came  to  tl)e 
United  States.  He  went  first  to  Dane 
county,  Wis.,  where  he  stayed  about  three 
yeai-s,  being  engaged  at  work  for  various 
farmers.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  March 
15,  1873,  he  came  to  Meeker  county, 
Minn.,  and  worked  for  fanners  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Grove  City  until  June, 
ISTfi,  and  at  that  time  purchased  forty, 
acres  of  land  on  section  1,  in  Danielson 
township,  where  he  still  lives.  lie  has  since 
bought  an  additional  eighty  adjoining  liis 
original  farm,  so  that  his  place  now  consists 


of  120  acres.  He  l)as  a  good  share  of  it 
under  cultivation,  and  divides  his  time  l)e- 
tween  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
He  was  a  poor  man  wlien  lie  came  to 
America,  and  had  to  borrow  the  money  witli 
which  to  pay  his  fare,  but  by  iiidustiy  and 
frugality  lie  lias  accuniulatcd  a  comfortable 
property. 

Mr.  Anderson  married  Miss  Ingoborg 
Michelson.  Her  parents  were  Michael  and 
Anna  Anderson,  Avho  wore  bi^rn  in  Nor\\'a3', 
and  lived  thei-e  until  the  time  of  their 
deaths.  The  parents  of  Halsten  were  also 
natives  of  Norway,  where  his  father  died 
and  his  mother  still  lives.- 

Ww  and  Mrs.  Halsten  Anderson  have  been 
the  parents  of  the  folioAving  named  children — 
Andrew,  born  May  3,  1873,  died  May  15, 
1887 ;  Anna  Clara,  born  September  3, 1875  ; 
Mark  us,  born  January  27,  1879,' died  April 
27, 1879 ;  Mattis,  born  October  15, 1S81 ;  and 
Ida,  born  May  8,  1883.  The  family  arc 
member.s  of  the  Norwegian  Lutlicran 
Church. 

l^UEL  J.HAWKINS.  Tlie  sulijcct  of  this 
sketch,  a  successfiil  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section  21,  Cedar  Mills 
township,  while  not  an  old  settler  bore,  is 
one  of  the  most  intelligent,  prominent  and 
influential  citizens  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
count3^  He  is  a  native  of  Litchfield,  Conn., 
born  July  8,  182G,  and  is  a  son  of  Amos  and 
Minerva  Hawkins.  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  the  same  State.  In  1835  the  family 
emigrated  to  Aslitabula  count}-^,  Ohio,  whei-o 
they  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers.  The 
father  died  atConneaut,  Ohio,  in  April,  18S3, 
and  the  mother  at  Conneaut,  Ohio,  in  1S50. 

In  1859  Euel  J.  started  with  a  team  and 
wagon  for  the  then  "  farwostom"  ]van,sas, 
and  after  a  drear}'  overliiiid  journey,  lasting 
some  six  weeks,  he  arrived  in  what  is  now 


400 


jMeekhr  couxvry,  min.vesota. 


Crawford  county,  that  State.   He  purchased 
govornmetit  land  and  remained  on  that  for 
about  twelvoyears,  dividing  his  time  between 
farming  ami  teaching  school,  until  the  fall  of 
18T1,  when  he  returned  East  and  settled  in 
Kane  county,  111.,  upon  a  farm  -which  he  had 
purchased.   Five  or  six  years  later  he  rented 
his  place  and  removed  to  the  town  of  Ilamp- 
Bhire,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  loan,  real 
estate  and  insurance  business.   He  took  an 
active  interest  in  all  public  matters  there  and 
became  one  of  the  most  prominent  residents  in 
that  locality..  lie  Avas  president  of  the  Kane 
county  Bible  Association,  and  secretary  of 
the  Kane  County  Sunday-schoolAssociation, 
for  many  years,  and  also  took  an  active  in- 
terest in  eihicutional  matters.   In  the  fall  of 
18S5  Mr.  IJawl  vins  purchased  a  farm  on  sec- 
tion 21, Cedar  Millstownship,  Meeker  county, 
!Minn.,  and  moved  oato  it  in  the  spring  of 
lS8(i.    Since  tliat  time  he  has  devoted  his 
time  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
lie  lias  a  valuable  farm  of  300  acres,  a  good 
share  of  whicli  is  under  cultivation.  Since 
coming  hero  he  has  taken  active  interest 
in  all  matters  affecting  tiio  welfare  of  the 
township.   The  first  year  he  was  here  he 
was  elected  treasurer  of  the  school  board, 
and  in  1887  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace. 

Islx.  Ilawkins  was  first  married  at  Spring- 
field, Pa.,  in  the  spring  of  1850,  to  Miss 
Ma,ry  A.  Custard.  She  died  in  18C1  at  Fort 
Scott,  Kan.,  leaving  three  sons,  as  follows — 
Charles,  now  at  Garnet,  Kan. ;  Herbert,  now 
near  Moscow,  Idaho;  and  Rufus,  now  at 
Denver,  Col.  Mr.  Hawkins  was  again  mar- 
ried October  14,  1S02,  to  Miss  Susan  R. 
Welch,  a  native  of  Ohio.  This  marriage  has 
been  blessed  with  two  children,  who  are  now 
living— Areta,  now  Mrs.  F.  O.  Holtgren,  of 
DeKalb  county,  HI ;  and  Jennie,  who  is  still 
with  her  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkins 
are  prominent  and  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 


fOHN  RUDBERG.  One  of   the  leading 
merchants  of  Hassel,  and  a  man  who  is 
in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word  self-jnade, 
having  heAvn  out  his  own  ample  competence 
with  his  own  hands,  is  the  gentleman  of 
whom  this  sketch  is  written.   He  is  a  native 
of  Sweden,  born  May  27,  1836,  and  made 
his  home  in  that  rugged,  but  picturesque 
land  until  he  was  about  thirty  years  of 
age.   Emigrating  to  the  new  world' in  18C6, 
he  came  by  way  of  Minneapolis,  that  fall,  to 
the  town  of  Dassol  and  took  up  a  homestead 
in  section  26,  and  returned  to  the  "  Flour 
City  "  to  spend  the  winter.   The  following 
spring  he  purchased  at  high  prices  a  wagon 
and  an  ox-team,  together  with  plough  and 
and  other  tools  for  agriculture,  and  started 
for  his  land  in  Meeker  county  about  the  mid- 
dle of  June.   The  season  was  very  wet,  and 
he  and  J ohn  Eriokson,  who  accompanied  him, 
were  some  three  weeks  upon  their  way.  In 
crossing  the  "'Beaver  Dam,"  which  is  noAV 
dry  and  under  cultivation,  Jttr.  Rudberg  had 
to  stand  up  in  thi  wagon  and  hold  the  sack 
of  flour  they  had  with  them  up  out  of  the 
water,  while  his  friend  piloted  the  team 
across  the  dam.   On  their  arrival  at  their 
claims,  for  Erickson  had  a  homestead  on  sec- 
tion 24-j  they  at  once  commenced  the  erection 
of  their  cabins,  clearing  their  land,  for  it  was 
all  timber-covered,  and  getting  in  a  crop. 
By  the  fall  of  1868,  by  hard  and  persistent 
labor,  Mr.  Rudber]n|   had   commenced  to 
conquer  nature  and  could  show  considerable 
wheat  and  plenty  of  vegetables  that  he  had 
raised  that  season.   In  August  of  the  latter 
year  he  was  joined  by  his  family,  who  had 
just  come  from  Sweden  in  a  sailing  vessel, 
and  had  spent  some  fourteen  weeks  on  their 
way  from  their  native  land  to  this  country. 

In  1871,  in  connection  with  Michel  Hen- 
dr  ixson,  he  purchased  a  threshing  macliine, 
which  for  lack  of  horses  was  cUiven  by  oxen. 
As  this  Avas  one  of  the  two  machines  in  this 
part  of  the  country  at  that  time,  they  had  a  • 
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large  amount  of  business  during  the  season. 
They  continued  this  business  together  until 
September,  18T2,  when  Mr.  Hemlrixson  ac- 
oidentally  stejiped  into  the  cylinder  of  the 
machine  while  it  was  in  motion,  and  his  leff 
being  torn  off  below  the  loiee,  he  bled  to 
death  before  a  doctor  could  be  procured. 
This  took  place  at  Hendrixson's  own  farm. 
From  that  time  on  until  ISfS  Mr.  Rudber<^ 
carried  on  threshing  by  himself  in  connection 
with  his  farm  interests,  hut  at  the  date  men- 
tioned removed  to  the  village  of  Dassel,  and 
in  company  with  his  brotliers,  purchased  in- 
terests in  the  business  of  Charles  Morris,  the 
pioneer  general  merchandise  store  of  that 
place,  Morris  »fc  Eudberg  Bros,  remained 
in  trade  until  1881,  when  selling  out,  our  sub- 
ject, in  company  with  his  brother  Louis, 
bought  the  Dassel  lumber  yard,  and  estab- 
lished at  the  same  time  the  furniture  busi- 
ness. Louis  Eudberg  died  in  January,  1884, 
and  John  operated  the  entire  business  from 
that  time  on,  and  is  still  engaged  in  those 
lines. 

Mr.  Rudberg  Avas  united  in  marriage,  in 
Sweden,  with  Miss  Mary  Johnson,  a  native 
of  that  country. 

B)ETER  GROTTE.  of  Acton  township, 
has  charge  of  the  farm  which  orig- 
inally belonged  to  Bobinson  Jones,  who  was 
murdered  by  the  Indians  in  1862.  Peter 
Qrotte,  who  carries  on  farming  and  stock- 
raising  on  this  historic  piece  of  land,  is  a  son 
of  Halda  and  Carrie  G-rotte,  and  was  born  in 
Norway,  on  the  17th  of  December,  1850. 
The  family  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1868,  pushed  on  to  tiie  Nortliwest,  and  after 
a  stay  of  a  few  weeks  in  Minneapolis,  they 
came  to  Meeker  county,  and  the  father  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  forty  acres  on  Long  Lake. 
A  year  later  this  place  was  sold,  and  the 
father  bought  a  farm  on  section  G,  in  Acton 


township,  where  they  lived  for  eleven  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  one  of  tlie 
sons,  Peter  Peterson  (Grotte),  purchased  the- 
farm,  and  the  father  then  bought  the  Jones 
place,  on  section  21,  in  tlie  same  township, 
where  the  family  still  live.  Tlie  father  died 
on  the  Gth  of  July,  1883,  and  since  that  time 
Peter  Grotte,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  has 
had  charge  of  the  farm  and  carried  on  the 
business.  Tlie  farm  is  a  valuable  one,  con- 
sisting of  IGO  acres  of  land,  a  good  share  of 
which  is  under  cultivation. 

The  parents  of  Peter  Grotte,  Ilalda  and 
Carrie  Grotte,  had  a  family  of  live  children, 
whose  names  and  ages  were  as  follows — 
Mary,  born  March  13, 1848  ;  Peter  IL  Peter- 
son (Grotte).  born  November  lY,  1852 ;  Peter 
GrTOtte,  born  December  IT,  1856 ;  John,  born 
De'cember  20,  18C0;  Ingre,  born  April  3, 
1803,  died  May  18,  of  the  same  year.  Tho 
family  are  active  members  of  theNor\s'egian 
Lutheran  Church. 

MENRY  AMES,  one  of  the  largo  litntl- 
owners  and  prominent  citizens  of  Dar- 
win township,  has  his  homo  upon  section  6. 
He  is  largely  interested  in  tlionnuuifacturo  of 
brick  and  tile,  commencing  that  lino  of  busi- 
ness in  the  autumn  of  1882,  by  buying  tho  Sut- 
ler brick  yard.  In  the  following  spring,  hav- 
ing purchased  the  place  where  he  now  lives,  he 
removed  the  yard  to  its  present  location.  This 
line  of  manufacture  has  been  an  eminent  suc- 
cess in  his  hands  from  tlie  very  start,  lie 
has  made  upon  this  place  over  8,000,000  brick 
alone  from  the  clay  that  covered  an  acre  ami 
a  half,  and  has  an  abundance  of  materii  .L-t't. 
In  the  fall  of  18SY  Mr.  Amos  took  some  two 
or  three  tons  of  the  clay  to  tho  Chicago  Ex- 
position to  test  it,  and  tried  it  on  all  tho  dif- 
ferent brick-making  machines  exhibited,  anil 
on  his  return  burneil  the  brick  so  made,  and 
found  that  he  could  make  his  choice  of  the 
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milcliincs,  siicli  was  tlie  line  qualitj'-  of  his 
material.  IIo  according]/  i>iircliase(l  the 
Jven.&  Son  brick  and  tile"  machine,  with  a 
capacity  of  making  40,000  per  clay,  and  will 
start  making  brick  and  tile  in  the'  spring  of 
1SS8.  lie  ffives  einploymenfc  to  twenty-four 
men  and  from  six  to  eight  toams  for  nearly 
the  Avhole  year.  Having  some  420  acres  of 
land,  Ames  devotes  a  share  of  his  atten- 
tion to  stock  interests,  principally  in  the  way 
of  jjorman-Percheron  liorses  and  sliort-liorn 
Durham  cattle." 

Henry  Ames  was  born  in  Oswego,  N.  Y., 
May  4,  1S4G,  and  is  the  son  of  Harlow  and 
Adeline  Ames.  He  was  reared  in  that  part 
of  the  Em])ire  State,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  excellent  schools  of  that  common- 
wealth. In  1SC3,  when  but  seventeen  years 
of  age,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  navy, 
<'ifc  the  Brooklyn  navy-yard,  and  served 
throughout  the  war,  on  the  flag-ship  "Lan- 
caster," and  spent  much  of  the  time  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  tiie  China  Sea,  and  the  Sea  of 
Okhotsk,  that  vessel  cruising  there  to  pro- 
tect Amorrcan  commerce  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  rebel  jirivateei's. 

In  ISOY,  after  spending  some  time  at  his 
boyhood's  home,  our  subject  came  West,  and 
located  at  Fort  Dodgg,  AVebstcr  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  took  up  tlie  mason's  trade,  and  re- 
mained about  ten  juonths,  and  then  came  to 
this  county  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Dassel 
township,  then  Swan  LaJce,  and  there  made  a 
stay  of  two  years.  While  there  he  erected 
.  the  /ir.st  fra,me  house  in  the  township  of  Das- 
sel. In  the  s])ring  of  1S70  Mr.  Ames  re- 
moved to  the  young  village  of  Litchfield,  and 
for  about  two  years  was  engaged  at  his  trade, 
and  then  moved  to  Minneapolis,  where  ho 
folloAvcd  the  same  line  of  Avork  till  fall.  He 
went  into  the  pineries  then,  and  engaged  in 
lumbering  that  season,  returning  at  its  close 
to  the  "  Twin  Cities." 

Returning  to  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  in  October, 
1872,  ho  was  there  united  in  marriage,  Octo- 


ber 10,  with  Miss  Lottie  Killan,  and  the  same 
day  started  for  his  home  in  Dassel'.  Spend- 
ing the  next  winter  in  tl)e  saw-mill,  in  tlie 
spring  he  resumed  the  mason's  trade,  in  part- 
nership with  C.  L.  Todd,  but  in  the  fall  com- 
menced to  carry  on  business  by  hnnself,  and 
continued  in  that  line  until  the  fall  of  1882, 
■when  he  purchased  his  present  place  and  em- 
barked in  the  brick-making  business. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ames  are  the  parents  of  three 
children  — Gordon,  born  August  10,  1874; 
Allan,  boi-n  May  13,  1878,  died  January  25, 
1879;  and  Bessie,  born  December  3,  1881. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Ames  coincides 
with  the  democratic  party,  and  supports  the 
candidates  of  that  organization. 

^AMUEL  C.  VINCENT,  of  Kingston 
townslii]),  cai\ie  to  Meeker  county  in 
1869,  and  settled  where  lie  now  lives,  on  sec- 
tion 4,  where  he  is  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing.  He  was  born  in  Gorfelund  county,  N. 
Y.,  May  12, 1816,  and  is  the  Son  of  Isaac  and 
Mary  (MoMulIen)  Yincent.  native,  also,  of 
the  Empire  State,  both  of  whom  died  there. 
The  subject  of  our"  sketch  was  one  of  a 
family  of  thirteen  children,  born  to  his  par- 
ents. His  brothers  and  sisters  were— Abram 
John,  Sherwood,  Charles,  Cornelius,  Char- 
lotte, Mei-cy,  Hannah,  Sallie,  Pollie,  Betsey, 
and  Mary.    Our  subject  was  reared  in  the 
Empire  State  and  there  received  his  school- 
ing, and  made  it  iiis  home  until  18C9,  when 
he  came  here,  and  has  since  that  time  been 
identified  with  the  groM'th  and  progress  of 
this  county.   His  early  days  were  spent  in 
the  schoolroom  and  in  assisting  his  father  in 
the  labors  upon  their  farm  in  the  town  of 
Truxton,  but  upon  attaining  his  majority  he 
commenced  lumbering  and  farming,  wliicli 
he  followed  for  some  seven  years.   He  was 
united  in  marriage,  June  22,"^1845,  with  Miss 
Emily  Stowart,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born 
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November  29,  1820,  ami  daugliter  of  John 
and  Susannah  (Stone)_Stewurt^  both  of  whom 
emigrated  from  "the  land' of  steady  habits" 
to  New  Yorlf,  in  an  eaiOy  day,  when  Mrs. 
"^''ncent  was  but  four  years  of  age.    She  wsis 
one  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  the  others 
being— Curtis  P.,  Fi-ederick  A.,  Charles  (4., 
John  W.,  Noble  J.,  David  P.,  Mathew  J., 
Fannie,  Cornelia  and  Mary  A.  This  marriage 
took  place  in  the  county  of  Chemung,  where 
he  occupied  official  position  at  the  time.  By 
this  union  there  ^vere  born  to  them  four  chil- 
dren—Sarah Jane,  wife  of  Tobias  Patton.  of 
Kingston ;  Orlo  J.,  who  married  Miss  Matilda 
Martin ;  Charles  S.,  whose  wife  was  Miss 
Flora  Tolls,  both  of  whom  live  in  the  same 
town ;  and  Jennie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Murch,  living  in  Todd  county.   Mr.  Yincent 
is  a  zealous  member  of  the'Motho'dist  Church, 
a  class  leader,  and  quite  prominent  in  Sun- 
day-school work,  and  an  excellent,  exem- 
plary Chi'istian  gentleman. 


TAiVtES  PATTERSON^  one  of  the  influen- 
m   tial  farmers  of  Collinwbod  township, 
having  his  home  on  section  10,  was  born  in 
Augusta  county,  Va.,  August  13,  1838,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Susan  (Cameror)^  Pa,|^ 
— tersan,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  the  same 
locality.    His  parents  were  farmers,  and  he 
resided  with  them,  assisting  in  the  labors 
attendant  upon  that  avocation,  until  he  was 
about  nineteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time 
he  moved  into  Lawrence  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  employed  for  about  eleven  years  in 
the  Ironton  iron  furnaces.    From  tiiore  he 
emigrated  to  Tennessee,  but,  after  two  years 
spent  in  the  smelting-works  of  that  region, 
he  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled  in  Dassel 
township,  this  county,  from  which  locality  he 
removed  to  his  present  farm. 

While  a  resident  of  Ironton,  Ohio,  in  April, 
1861,  Mr.  Patterson  enlisted  in  Company  G, 


Second  Loyal  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Parkeusburg,  W.  Va.,  the  rendez- 
vous for  organization.  He  served  wi  tli  his  gal- 
lant i-egimont  for  three  years,an(l  participated 
in  many  skirmishes  and  on  many  a  hotly  con- 
tested field,  botli  in  the  Shenandoali  Valley 
and  around  Richmond  and  Petersburg.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Mill  Spring, 
N.  C,  and  was  discharged  from  tl>e  United 
States  service  Juno  30,  1805. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
January,  1808,  with  Miss  Lucy  Lunsfoisl.  a 
native  of  West  Virginia,  and  daughter  of 
Reuben  and  J^anoy  Lunsford.  By  this  union 
there  have  been  born  a  family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, as  follows— Alice,  born  February  14, 
1869;  Samuel,  born  October  13,  1S70;  Chris- 
tiana,  born  Api'il  13,  1873;  Mary  Jane,  born 
September  12,  1873;  William,  born  March 
10,  1875;  Rachel,  .born  January  29,  1876; 
Lucinda  Oathei-ine,  born  November  20, 1879; 
Elizabeth,  born  February  17,  1882 ;  Napo- 
leon, born  January  8,  1885;  and  James,  born 
December  19,  1887. 

'  '    "J*  'f^^J"      •  "  • 

ENRY  R.  WILLIAMS,  a  prominent  and 
M^3l  intelligent  farmer  residing  on  section 
26,  Forest  Prairie  township,  Avas  the  third 
settler  to  locate  east  of  Clearwater  Lalce, 
within  the  limits  of  Forest  Prairie  township, 
having  settled  there  in  the  fall  of  1867.' 
Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  Saratoga  county, 
"N.  Y.,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1826,  and  is  a 
son  of  Lewis  and  Martha  Williams.  Their 
parents  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  at 
what  is  now  Albany,  N.  Y.   Lewis  Williams 
the  father,  followed  lumbering  in  his  early 
days,  but  the  most  of  his  life  was  devoted 
to  farming,   lie  and  his  wife  were  exemplary 
citizens  and  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.   They  had  a  family  of  six  children, 
three  boys  and  three  girls,  all  of  whom  re- 
mained in  New  York  State  except  Henry  R. 
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November  29,  1820,  and  daughter  of  John 
and  Susannah  (Stone)  Stewart,  both  of  whom 
emigrated  from  "the  land  of  steady  habits" 
to  New  York,  in  an  early  day,  when  Mrs, 
Vincent  was  but  four  years  of  age.  She  was 
one  of  a  family  of  eleven  chiklren,  the  others 
being— Curtis  P.,  Frederick  A.,  Charles  G., 
John  W.,  Noble  J.,  David  P.,  Mathew  J., 
Fannie,  Cornelia  and  Mary  A.  This  marriage 
took  place  in  tlie  county  of  Chemung,  where 
he  occupied  official  position  at  the  time.  By 
this  union  there  were  born  to  them  four  chil- 
dren—Sarah Jane,  wife  of  Tobias  Patton.  of 
Kingston ;  Orlo  J.,  who  married  Miss  Matilda 
Martin;  Charles  S.,  whose  wife  was  Miss 
Flora  TolISj^  both  of  whom  live  in  the  same 
town ;  and  Jennie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Murch,  living  in  Todd  county.  Mr.'  Vincent 
is  a  zealous  member  of  the  Metho'dist  Church, 
a  class  leader,  and  quite  prominent  in  Sun- 
day-school work,  and  an  excellent,  exem- 
plary Christian  gentleman. 

Tames  Patterson,  one  of  the  infiuen- 

^  tial  farmers  of  Collinwood  townsliip, 
naving  his  home  on  section  10,  was  born  in 
Augusta  county,  Va.,  August  13,  1838,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Susan  (Cameroi]^  Pa^ 
terson.  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  the  same 
locality.  His  parents  were  farmers,  and  iie 
resided  with  them,  assisting  in  the  labors 
attendant  upon  that  avocation,  until  he  was 
about  nineteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time 
he  moved  into  Lawrence  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  was  employed  for  about  eleven  years  in 
the  Ironton  iron  furnaces.  From  there  he 
emigrated  to  Tennessee,  but,  after  two  years 
spent  in  the  smelting-works  of  that  region, 
he  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled  in  Dassel 
township,  this  county,  from  which  locality  he 
removed  to  his  present  farm. 

While  a  resident  of  Ii-onton,  Ohio,  in  April, 
1861,  Mr.  Patterson  enlisted  in  Company  O, 
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Second  Loyal  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Parkeiisbui-g,  "W.  Va.,  the  rendez- 
vous for  organization.  He  served  Avitli  liis  gal- 
lant regiment  for  three  years,and  participated 
in  many  skirmishes  and  on  many  a  hotly  con- 
tested field,  both  in  tlie  Siienandoah  A''alley 
and  around  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  lie 
Avtis  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Mill  Spring, 
K  C,  and  was  discharged  from  the  United 
States  service  June  30,  1805. 

Mr.  Patterson  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
January,  18G8,  witli  Miss  Lucy  Lunsford,  a 
native  of  "West  Virginia,  and  daughter  of 
Eeuben  and  Nancy JUinsforc],  By  this  union 
there  have  been  born  a  family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, as  follows— Alice,  born  February  li, 
1869;  Samuel,  born  October  13,  18V0;  Chris- 
tiana, born  April  13, 18Y2;  Mary  Jane,  born 
September  12,1873;  William,  born  March 
10,  1875;  Eacliel,  born  January  29,  1870; 
Lucinda  Catherine,  born  November  20, 1879; 
Elizabeth,  born  February  17,  1882;  Napo- 
leon, born  January  8, 1885 ;  and  James,  born 
December  19,  1887.  " 

^TENRY  R.  WiLLlAiWS.  a  prominent  and 
JP2L  intelligent  farmer  residing  on  section 
26,  Forest  Prairie  township,  was  the  third 
settler  to  locate  east  of  Clearwater  Lalce, 
within  the  limits  of  Forest  Prairie  township, 
having  settled  there  in  the  fall  of  1807. 
Mr.  Williams  was  born  in  Saratoga  county, 
N.'Y.,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1826,  and  is  a 
son  of  Lewis  and  Martha  Williams.  Their 
parents  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  at 
what  is  now  Albany,  N.  Y.  Lewis  Williams, 
the  father,  followed  lumbering  in  his  early 
days,  but  the  most  of  his  life  was  devoted 
to  farming.  He  and  his  wife  were  exemplary 
citizens  and  wore  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  They  had  a  family  of  six  children, 
three  boys  and  three  girls,  all  of  whom  re- 
mained in  New  York  State  except  Henry  E. 
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Tlio  names  of  tlic  cliilclrcn  wero  Tlionias, 
Xfe'^y  1'.)  l^tojp'aiij,  ]Jetsie,  Rebecca,  and 
Oiitfierine. 

Our  subject,  Henry  R.  AVilliams^  grew  to 
manliood  in  liig  native  county,  receiving  a 
coiniiioii  school  education  and  aiding  liis 
fatliej-  on  tl)o  J'arjii,  and  remained  in  liis  na- 
tive State  until  1807,  wlien  lie  came  to  Meeker 
county,  and  settled  in  Forest  Praivie  town- 
sliip,  where  ho  has  since  lived,  as  above  stated, 
lie  owns  a  farm  of  eighty'-  aci'es  and  in  con- 
nection Avitli  goncj-al  farming  lie  cai'ries  on  a 
linuted  stock  raising  business.  Since  his  res- 
idence here  he  hiis  taken  an  active  interest 
in  pubh'c  matters,  and  iias  been  prominently 
idenfcilied  with  the  oflicial  history  of  his 
townshi)),  having  held  various  local  offices. 
In  political  ma,ttcrs  he  affiliates  with  the 
republican  ])arty. 

J\fr.  WjMiiuns  was  married  on  the  27th  of 
Scptcnil)er,  KS47,  to  I^Iiss  JJachcI  Caroline 
Ivoiiso^  a  daughter  of  Grattan  and  Caroline 
House,  and  a  iuitive  of  New  York  State.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  wore  the  parents  of  five  children,  one 
b»y  and  four  girls,  as  follows  —  Lida, 
Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Richard  and  Rachel. 
Mr.  and  Mrs  Williams  have  been  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  one  of  whom,  Sarah 
Jane,  is  dead.  Those  living  are  Henry 
0.,  llichard  Solomon,  li'ranklhi,  Eliz- 
abeth, Jose])hinc,  ]\[artha.,  and  Anna  E.  Mr. 
and  ]\[rs.  AVilliams  arc  zealous  mem hei-s  and 
active  sui)portei's  of  the  ^Methodist  Church. 

B AVID  MITCHELL.  One  of  the  oldest 
of  the  i)ioncors  of  Meekoi"  county,  and 
one  of  its  leading  fai-mcrs,  is  the  gentleman 
whose  uamo  hcud.s  this  sketch.  He  came 
hereabout  July  1,  IS.'iO,  and  took  a  claim  on 
the  land  where  he  now  lives,  on  section  15, 
Forest  City  township.  On  the  100  acres 
upon  wliich  he  originally  settled  he  has  made 


all  of  the  improvements,  which  arc  of  a  su- 
perior class. 

David  Mitchell  first  saw  the  liglit  in  Troy, 
Waldo  county.  Me.,  October  25,  ]832,  and'is 
the  son  of  David  and  Sarah  (Thompson) 
Mitchell.  He  was  reared  in  the  '•  Pine  Tree 
State,"  receiving  his  education  at  Bradley, 
Penobscot  .county,  in  the  district  schools' of 
that  village.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  ydars  ho 
ado])tcd  a  seafaring  life,  and  spent  four  years 
in  the  coasting  trade  and  tlie  West  India 
traffic.  Abandoning  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
sea,  he  engaged  in  milUng  on  tJie  noble  Pe- 
nobscot river,  which  he  followed  for  about 
two  years,  after  Avhich  he  removed  to  Min- 
nesota, and  settled  in  Meeker  county,  as 
above  mentioned, 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  here  during  the  tragic 
scones  of  the  In^lian  outbreak  and  massacre, 
aiul  was  at  work  on  the  stockade  on  the  day 
the  Indians  made  the  attack  on  Forest  City. 
After  remaining  until  after  the  attack  upon 
the  stockade,  he  removed  to  Clearwater, 
where  he  remained  some  eighteen  months. 
This  and  some  few  months'  absence  in  Col- 
orado, constitute  all  the  time  spent  by  him 
out  of  this  county  since  first  settling  liere. 
He  is  one  of  few  of  the  pioneers  of  Afeeker 
county  that  have  not  been  SM'cpt  oft  by  the 
scyth-i  of  Time,  and  has  always  occupied  a 
prominent  place  in  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
his  fellow-citizens.  Although  a  republican  in 
principles,  and  constant  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  as  a  citizen,  he  has  had  no  political 
aspirations,  and  has  never  filled  any  other 
oilice  than  that  of  school  director,  which  he 
held  for  seven  or  eight  years. 

Mr.  Mitchell  Avas  united  in  marriage, 
March  IG,  1851,  with  Miss  ]3elinda  Ander- 
son, a  native  of  Montville,  Waldo  countj-^. 
Me.,  who  died  ]\ray  3,  1884,  afler  abrief  ill- 
ness. She  Avas  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren—Viola M.,  Mrs.Charles  Boone,  of  Brown 
county.  Dak. ;  George  II.,  who  married  Miss 
Ennna  Spaulding,  and  is  living  at  Forest 
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City ;  Ida,  Mi-s.  Oliarles  II.  Atkinson,  of  For- 
est City  ;  Edith,  Mrs.  Rice  Gordon,  living  at 
tlie  same  place  ;  Oscar  T.  and  Oro  T.,  twins, 
now  in  Dakota;  and  Grace,  living  at  Jionie. 
All  tlie  childi'en  were  born  in  tliis  county, 
with  the  exception  of  the  two  eklest. 

/^TTO  DERSCH,  one  of  Grove  City's 
live  business  inen,is  engaged  in  the  sale 
of  farm  machinery,  ajid  in  running  the  meat 
market  and  feed  store.  lie  is  the  son  of 
Otto  and  Elizabeth  Dersch,  natives  of  Ger- 
many, and  was  born  in  Germany  while  his 
,  parents  were  coming  in  search  of  fortiitie  to 
America.  The  date  pf  his  advent  was  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1850.  ■ 

The  parents  settled  in  Washington  count}', 
Minnesota,  on  reaching  the  IJniteil  States, 
where  tlie  young  Otto  received  his  education 
in  the  district  schools,  until  old  enough  to 
learn  a  trade,  and  there  his  parents  died.' 
He  commenced  life  by  learning  tlie  black- 
smith trade,  with- William  Post,  with  whom 
he  remained  two  years  amT'mne  months, 
after  which  he  worked  nine  months  in  the 
Monitor  Plow  Works  at  Minneaiiolis,  En- 
tering the  machine  sho])s  of  the  St.  Paul  & 
Duluth  Eailroad,  Mr.  Dersch  followed  his 
trade  for  two  years  moi'e,  after  ^vhio]i  lie 
ran  a  locomotive  engine  for  nearly  a  3'-ear. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  engagement  he 
came  to  Afton  township,  Washington  county, 
and  "for  eighteen  months  worked  at  the 
smith's  trade  for  Getchell  &  Co.,  in  their  saw- 
mill. After  that  he  followed  his  business  on 
his  own  account  in  various  places,  doing  a 
little  farming  at  times  in  connection  with 
his  craft.  Coming  then  to  this  county,  after 
farming  for  a  while  he  removed  to  Gi-ove 
City,  and,  putting  up  a  dwelling  and  a 
smithy,  followed  the  trade  for  three  years, 
during  which  time  he  was  the  partner  of 
Hover  Miolcelson  in  the  saw-mill.   At  the 


close  of  the  third  year  lie  sold  iiis  interest  in 
the  mill,  rented  his  shop,  and  established  his 
present  business,  he  having  for  some  time 
back  handled  agricultural  iiiipiements.  Since 
tiien  lie  has  added  the  other  branches  of  the 
business  and  is  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  the  village.  Ho  has  hold  ti>e  ollice  of 
city  marshal  and  been  a  mem.ljcr  of  the  vil- 
lage council,  and  is  in  his  })olitics  a  stanch 
rej)ubliean. 

Mr.  Dersch  has  been  twice  married,  the 
first  time  to  Miss  Louisa  Brauor,  November 
18, 18T3.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Louisa  Bi-auo.r,  and  a  resident  of  Washington 
county.  She  died  J  uly  2, 1880,  leaving  tlireo 
chddren  — Josephine,  born  June  24,  1874; 
William,  bom  May  6,  IStO,  and  Hubert,  born 
January  29,  1879.  His  second  marriage 
occurred  January  10,  1881,  at  which  time  he 
^vodded  Miss  Sfaria  Mulily,  daugliter  of 
Henry  and  Maria  Muhly,  who  has  borne  him 
three  children— Arthur,  whose  birth  took 
place  A])ril  23,  1883;  Lydia,  born  January 
4, 1S8G,  and  Adeline,  born  February  17, 1888. 

i^HRISTIAN  L.  HANSON,  a  successful 
\^  and  enterprising  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  section  4,  Danielson,  is 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  township  in  which 
he  lives.  He  is  a  son  of  Hans  and  Anna 
(Amson)  Clu'istianson,  and  was  born  on  the 
7tii  of  November,  1833.  His  mother  died  in 
1838,  and  his  father,  who  was  born  in  1S02, 
inari-ied  Hannah  Nelsoit  in  1839;  the  father 
died  January  28,  1878.  Christian  remained 
on  the  farm  with  his  fatiior  in  Dennuirk 
until  he  was  twent^'-four  years  of  ago,  Avhon 
he  went  to  Nakskon,  Dennuirk,  ii  city  of 
about  5,000  population,  ivhore  he  rented 
property  and  engaged  in  the  business  of 
brewing  nnilt-beer,  and  also  keeping  a 
restaurant.  1\\  addition  to  this  he  rented  a 
small  farm  adjoining  the  city,  and  followed 
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tliese  combined  lines  of  business  for  eight 
years,  ,rl,en  be  sold  cut.  On  tiie  .7th  of 
J^ovcnibev,  ISGO,  he  was  married  to' Miss 
Gena  JTmi^  a  dangJiter  of  Hans  0.  and 
Oh.  ,s(.anna  Hanson,  who  nvv.  born  December 

On  March  28,  ISGG,  Mr.  Hanson,  with  his 
(amly  started  for  the  US-gtates,  and, 
Avhen  they  were  about  half  wn.y  across  the 
ocean,  cho.era  broke  out  on  board  the  ship 
and  about  300  persons  died,  Mr.  Hanson 
osmg  two  of  his  children  and  a  hirelH^ 
from  the  dread  disease.   When  the  vessel 
got  near  New  York  they  were  quarantined, 
and  were  not  allowed  to  land,  until  the 
28th  of  May.    Upon  landing,  a  man  who 
could  talk  the  Dane  language,  approached 
f pa  and  stated,  that  he  would  attend 
to  shipping  their  goods  to  Minnesota.  The 
goods  were  never  heard  of  afterward,  and 
It  was  a  very  severe  loss  to  Mr.  Hanson,  as 
he  had  an  abundance  of  houselldd^ds. 
He  atterwa«l  corresponded  with  the  consuls 
from  Korway  and  Denmark,  but  Lo  no  avail 
From  New  York  the  family  proceeded  to 
laribault,  Minn.,  where  Mr.  Hanson  left 
them  while  he  traveled  about  in~Srof  a 
smfcable  location.   Finally,  on  the  6th  of 
July,  Jie  settled  upon  a  homestead  on  section 
*,  in  Damelson  township,  Mepker  county 
Mmn.,  where  he  has  since  lived.   He  erected 
the  second  frame  house  in  the  township, 
bauhng  us  shingles  and  flooring  from  St! 
^loud.   He  now  owns  one  of  the  finest  farms 
m  the  township,  and  has  splendid  buildin.. 
iin])rovoments,  besides  a,  beautiful  grove  of 
four  acres  of  his  own  planting.   Mr.  Hanson 

JiaS  ui,J>pn  nn  .r,„*.;„„  .•  i  ,   .      ,,    — 
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foIloTn"-  v1  "^-«'^^«>he  does  not 

follow  the  dictates  of  any  party,  but  acts  in 
an  independent  manner. 

\s^tV^'''"T^^  f  ^"^^  Mrs.  Hanson  has 
been  blessed  with  the  following  Sdlhil- 
dren-Matilda  S.  (who  died  April  21,  1866 
on  board  ship)  wa.  born  mLv  5,' 1862; 
Francena  D.,  born  August  1,  i863  Arnt 
Peter  (who  also  died  on  board  ship  April 
19,  1866),  born  February  5,iS6r>;  Arnt  P: 

1868  (the  hrst  death  in  the  township) ;  Arnold 
1.  Ji..,  born  December  1,  1868;  Tilda  Celia, 

1875  i^enjamin,  born  April 


,        ,   i--«...uxug.   inr.  iianson 

Jias  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  il^^Et^ 
aftect.ng  the  welfare  of  the  township,  and 
has  held  a  great  many  local  offices  of  impor- 
tance, including  those  of  school  director, 
township  supervisor,  treasurer,  road  overseer, 
etc.  He  has  always  filled  every  position,  to 
which  his  fellow-citizens  have  called  him, 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  all 


UGUST  SALLBERG.  one  of  the  most 
1-^^  enterprismg  and  energetic  merchants 
jnd  business  men  of  Dassel,  is  a  native  of 
Sweden,  born  in  the  parish  of  Norungo, 
\^estagothiund,  January  13, 1845.  He  was 
reared  upon  a  farm  in  his  native  land  until 

tlntfnir'i"'^';*''"  ^'"'^  ^^ter 
U  at  followed  railroading  in  the  old  country, 

but  emiio-ated  to  America  in  1869,  and  came 

directly  to  Minnesota  and  for  a  tiine  worked 

on  the  railroad.   Later  on,  he  commenced 

doing  contract  work  which  he  followed  until 

ISa,  at  which  time  he  entered  a  clothing 

ore  m  St.  Cloud,  as  salesman.  He  followed 

the  i^rofession  of  clerk  there  for  over  a  year 

and  then  went  to  St.  Paul  and  traveled  for  L 

wholesale    clothing  house  of  that  citv 

through  northern    Iowa  and  Minnesota.' 

then  for  three  years  represented  a  Chicago 
clot^iing  firm  upon  the  road.  In  October, 
1880,  he  purchased  the  general  stock  of  mer- 
clmndise  of  Eudberg  Eros.,  and  soon  after 
moved  to  Dassel  and  took  charge  of  the 
business.  In  February,  1883,  the  building 
m  which  he  was,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
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he  immediately  put  up  the  handsome  brick 
building  where  he  is  now  located,  which  is 
26x120  feet  in  size,  two  stories  high,  and 
erected  at  a  cost  "of  $10,000.  He  moved 
into  this  fine  edifice  September  5,  following 
the  fire.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
largely  interested  in  theDassel  elevator,  and 
at  another  time  owned  and  carried  on  a 
large  farm  in  the  neighborhood,  but  has 
abandoned  all  outside  speculations,  confining 
himself  wholly  to  his  mercantile  business. 

^1*-  Sallber^  has  been  twice  married.  The 
first  time,  December  15,  18Y5,  he  was  united 
with  Miss  Jennie  Kline,  of  St.  Paul,  who 
died  January  22,  1886,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren—Arthur Julian  and  Emil  Eobert 
May  3,  1886-,  Mr.  Sallberg  wedded  Mrs.  Jo- 
anna Eudberg,  the  widow  of  Jonas  Eudberg, 
a  history  of  whom  appears  elsewliei"*^.  By 
this  marriage  they  have  one  child— Jen- 
nie L 

Mr.  Sallberg  is  a  Christian  gentleman,  an 
active  member  of  tlie  Lutheran  Church,  and 
an  admirable  citizen  and  receives  the  hio-ijest 
meed  of  respect  from  all.  ° 
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KeTER  E.  HANSEN,  of  Litchfield,  a  pio- 
neer  of  Meelcer  county,  and  one  of 
the  most  prominent  citizens  in  this  part  of 
the  State,  is  a  nativeof  Sweden,  born  on  the 
12th  of  June,  1845.   Ilis  parents  were  Hans 
and  Betsy  Peterson,  both  natives  of  the  same 
country.  They  came  to  America  in  company' 
with  about  150  others  of  tlie  same  national- 
ity, and  Landed  in  New  York  on  tlie  4tii  of 
July,  1857.    From  there  tiiey  pursued  tlieir 
journey  westward  to  Minnesota,  comin<.-  by 
way  of  Dunleith,  111.,  then  tlie  terminus  of 
the  railway  lines,  and  Dubuque,  Iowa.  Tliey 
stopped  for  about  one  month  at  Carver 
Minn.,  where  a  full  outfit  of  oxen,  wagons 
and  other  supplies  Avas  purchased,  and  came 
on,  stopping  briefly  at  Glencoe,  Hutchinson 


and  Grcenleaf,  and  finally  arrived  at  Lar- 
son's Grove,  in  what  is  now  Litchfield  town- 
ship. Meeker  county,  Minn.    Tliere  tiiey  re- 
mained about  two  weeks,  and  the  men  made 
exploring  trips  in  search  of  land.   The  bulk 
of  tlie  original  jmrty  that  left  the  old  country 
settled  in  various  other  counties  in  the  North- 
west, while  about  fifty  found  iiomes  in 
Meeker  county,  mostly  in  Swede  Grove 
township.   Among  the  number  who  were 
members  of  the  party  who  found  homes  in 
Meeker  county,  were  the  following— Ben gt 
Hansen,  J.  Larson,  Nels  Larson.  Hogan  Pe- 
gi22Jk^n<'''ew  jPeterson,  Nels  Hansen.  Ol7 
^lelsonj  Peter  Larson.  Andrew  Larson.  Nils 
Oleniens,  Nils  Elofson.    Andrew  Elofson. 
Peter  Elofson,.  Nils  H.  Peterson  and  Peter 
H.  Peterson. 

Hans  Peterson,  tiie  father  of  Peter  E. 
Hansen,  found  land  that  suited  him,  and  took 
a  preemption  on   section  29,-  in  Swede 
Grove  township,  where  lie  began  improve- 
ments, and  wliere  tlie  family  lived  in  quiet, 
contentment  and  prosperity  until  the  terrible 
massacre  of  1862.   Something  of  the  disad- 
vantage under  which  these  Swedish  pioneers 
labored  may  be  understood  when  it  is  stated 
that  not  a  man  in  the  colony  could  speak 
English,  and  they  were  totally  ignorant  of 
American  customs  or  manners.    The  Han- 
sen_family,  or  rather  HansPetei'son's  family, 
moved  onto  their  claim  011  the  3(1  of  August,' 
1857,  and  their  first  move  was  to  put  up  a 
shed,  wliich  was  constructed  of  poles  laid 
from  tree  to  tree,  thereby  making  a  frame- 
work.   Listead  of  covering  this  with  hay 
and  matting  it  down,  so  as  to  shed  watei-,  the 
father  directed  that  it  be  covered  Avitli  brush. 
Of  course,  ^vhenever  it  rained,  the  family 
would  be  drenched  and  nearly  drowned  out. 
When  this  occurred  the  father  would  direct 
the  boys  to  i)ut  on  more  brush,  and  it  would 
accordingly  bo  jiiled  on,  but  to  no  avail,  how- 
ever.  A  little  later  a  stable  ivas  built,  with 
the  frame  work  arranged  like  a  pyniniid,  into 
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Avliicli  tlie  family  was  moved,  and  which  did 
very  Avell  for  i\  time.  Tlie  most  of  tJie  trad- 
ing, botli  as  to  lumber  and  provisions,  at  that 
time,  was  done  in  St.  Paul  or  Minneapolis,  as 
the  trading  post  at  Forest  City  was  then  a 
small  iiffair,  as  one  old  settler  ])uts  it,  "the 
whole  stock  of  goods  conld  be  loaded  on  a 
Avheelbarrow."  An  old  second-hand  stove 
had  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Peterson,  but  he 
had  been  unable  to  secure  but  one  length  of 
pipe,  so  after  a  little  perplexing  study,  a 
hollow  log  was  substituted  and  thus  the  pro- 
per length  of  pipe  was  secured.  "When  this 
got  dry  and  well-seasoned,  however,  it  took 
fire,  thereby  creating  much  excitement  and 
leaving  thorn  in  the  same  predicament  as  be- 
fore. Tliis  was  remedied,  however,  and  mat- 
ters again  ran  smooth.  As  cold  weather  ap- 
proached, in  the  fall  of  1857,  a  cellar  was 
dug  iibout  forty  feet  square,  but  as  no  frame- 
work could  be  secured,  ])lanks  wei'o  laid  over 
the  top,  and  it  was  covered  with  gravel  and 
earth.  Tlien  the  question  arose  as  to  how 
the  "dugout"  siiould  be  lighted, and  finally 
a  little  framework'  was  constructed  overhead 
in  which  were  set  panes  of  glass.  This  did 
very  well  for  a  time,  but  when  snow  came 
and  covered  it  up,  the  dogs,  Avhich  the  family 
kept,  fell  through  the  window.  "When  it 
rained  the  water  soaked  right  through,  as 
the  roof  was  fiat,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  all  the  clothes  and  perishable  goods  in 
barrels  to  prevent  them  fi'om  being  ruined. 
A  short  time  later,  however,  they])ut  in  plank, 
and  otherwise  improved  the  condition  of 
tliing.s,  and  thus  they  occupied  the  "cellar" 
for  iibout  three  yeai's,  or  until  in  18G0,  wlien 
they  procured  lumber  from  a  saw-mill  which 
liad  been  started  in  what  is  now  Acton  town- 
ship, and  with  this  thoy  completed  a  house, 
into  which  they  moved  and  lived  for  about 
two  year.s,  in  peace  and  prosper! t}'. 

During  this  time  there  were  but  few,  if 
any,  now  settlors.  There  Avere  many  Ind  ians 
roving  through  tlie  countiy,  and  in  camp 


near  the  cabins  of  the  settlers,  and  the  pio- 
neei-s  were  constantly  trading  back  and  forth 
with  them.  They  were  always  friendly,  but 
occasionally  a  little  troublesome,  on  account 
of  their  begging,  and  especially  their  stealing 
]n'opensities,  yet  as  a  rule,  if  the  right  course 
was  followed,  stolen  goods  could  generjilly 
be  recovered.  Peter  Hansen  was  associated 
with  the  Indians  a  great  deal.  lie  was  an 
inveterate  hunter  in  those  days,  and  became 
noted  as  a  dead  shot,  and  for  that  matter  he 
has  maintained  his  reputation  and  skill  in 
that  line  to  the  present  day.  His  relations 
with  the  Indians  Avere  always  pleasant  .and 
friendly  imtil  the  time  of  the  outbreak. 

On  the  morning  of  the  memorable  Sunday 
that  inaugurated  the  carnival  of  bloodshed — 
the  17th  day  of  August,  1862 — a  band  of 
fourteen  Indians  passed  the  Peterson  claim 
on  their  way  to  the  IManannah  woods,  and  it 
was  supposed,  from  subsequent  develop- 
ments, that  the}'  went  to  murder  a  man 
against  whom  they  had  a  grudge.  Failing, 
however,  to  find  him,"  they  returned,  stop- 
ping at  I  logan  Peterson '_s,  where  they  learned 
of  the  iTones  and  Baker  massaci'c,  and  passed 
near  the  scene  of  that  slaughter,  exchanged 
a  few  shots  Avith  some  settlers  who  had  gath- 
ered there,  and  then  made  their. way  south- 
Avesterly  to  the  Minnesota  River. 

The  news  of  the  Jones  and  Baker  murders 
spread  among  the  settlers  like  wildfire,  not- 
Avithstanding  the  fact  that  the  countiy  Avas 
so  spai-sely  settled.  On  Monday  the  Avord 
came  to  get  together  aTid  prejiare  for  defense 
or  fiight,  and  at  Hansen's  a  few  things  Avere 
piled  into  the  Avagon,  the  oxen  hitched  up, 
and  they  Avent  to  a  postofiice  on  section  33, 
Swede  Grove  toAvnshii),  where  about  one 
hundred  families  had  gathered ;  but  the  fear 
had  seized  all,  and  they  at  once  proceeded  to 
the  shores  of  Lake  Ripley,  Avhere  they 
camped  on  the  night  of  the  ISth  of  August. 
Very  few  slept  that  night,  as  every  new 
arrival  reported  horrible  murders  and  savage 
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atrocities  comniitted  by  the  Indians,  The 
next  morning  tlioy  went  to  Vorest  City, 
wliero  the  fiiinilics  wore  Ici't.  V.  E.  Hansen 
and  liis  faUicr,  acc(>in]>anied  bj'  several 
otiiCM-H,  tlioii  stiiftcd  out  to  go  ijfick  to  the 
farm  for  provisions.  Wlion  out  a  short  dis- 
tance tlicv  met  the  remnant  of  a  iteeing 
jiarty,  several  of  whom  hiul  been  killed  and 
nmtilatod,  and  then  they  realized  that  an 
Indian  outbi'ealc  liad  really  been  inaug- 
urated, and  tiiat  the  previous  killing  was  not 
an  isolated  or  single  case,  but  was  merely 
the  beginning  of  a  terrible  -warfare  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians  to  drive  the  whites  from 
what  they  corisidei'cd  their  hunting  grounds. 
The  party  at  once  returned  to  Forest  City, 
and  a  fort  Avas  ^it  once  built.  Provisions 
were  scarce,  and  it  Avas  some  time  before 
any  one  ventured  out  in  search  of  any. 
Peter  Iliuisen^liowever,  with  his  gun,  man- 
aged to  kce])  his  father's  and  several 
other  families,  supplied  with  wild  game. 
About  a  Aveok  later  a  party  of  eight 
or  ten  stiu'ted  out  for  the  purpose  of 
burying  dead  and  picking  up  wounded. 
TI1C3'  got  as  far  as  Peter  Loen's,  on  sec- 
tion 5,  Swede  Cri'ove  toAvnsiiip,  fifteen 
miles  from  Forest  Oitv,  Avhere  they  ex- 
changed several  shots  with  Indiana,  no  one 
being  liurt,  ami  then  turned  and  came  back. 
The  next  day  the  "  company  of  forty-one " 
Avas  organized,  P.  E.  Ifansen^  being  among 
the  number.  After  the  return  of  this  expe- 
dition to  Forest  City,  they  went  to  Avorkand 
completed  the  fort,  but  not  a  fiimily  moA'ed 
into  it  on  that  night,  all  sleeping  in  the  huts 
they  had  been  occupying.  During  tlie  night 
the  Indians  nnule  an  attack,  and  every  one 
scra,nd)led  for  the  fort  immediately  after  the 
fii'st  volley,  some  in  undress  nnii'orm,  while 
otiiers  were  covered  with  blankets  and  bed 
quilts.  The  Indians  withdrew  tiie  following 
morning.  After  this,  for  a  week  or  two, 
every  one  stayed  pretty  close  to  the  fort. 
Provisions  were  very  scarce;  floui- wjis  meted 


out  to  the  various  families  in  equal  parts,  and 
Avas  Avortli  almost  its  Aveight  in  gold.  About 
two  Aveeks  after  the  attack  the  Ilansens 
started  one  evening  for  thefann  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  provisions.  They  fastened 
their  oxen,  upon  reaching  the  farm,  and 
loaded  the  wagon  Avitli  provisions,  after 
which,  as  the  father  thought  there  Avas  no 
danger,  the}'  went  into  the  bed-room  and  laid 
down  in  order  to  get  some  rest.  Just  as 
they  Avere  about  to  fall  asleep,  they  Avere 
aroused  by  a  frightful  crash  in  the  outer 
room.  In  an  instant  they  Avere  Avide  aAvake, 
and  as  visions  of  painted,  blood-thirsty  sav- 
ages flashed  through  their  brains  their  hair 
stood  on  end.  A  moment  later  they  heard 
the  Avelcome  "meow"  of  a  cat,  and  the 
attack  Avas  explained,  much  to  their  relief. 
The  cat,  in  its  attempt  to  gain  admittance, 
hiul  broken  through  tlie  AvindoAv.  Tliey 
then  returned  to  Forest  City,  where  their 
provisions  were  divided  with  their  friends, 
and  therefore  the  supply  did  not  last  over  a 
woeic.  In  the  meantime  those  coming  in 
brought  terrible  reports  of  Indian  ravages. 
Notwithstanding  this  fact,  the  father,  Hans 
Peterson.,  decided  to  again  go  to  tlie  farm. 
He  yoked  the  oxen,  and,  taking  an  old 
double-barreled  shot  gun,  started.  He 
found  the  cattle  about  the  house  and  salted 
them,  thinking  their  presence  was  a  pretty 
safe  indication  that  that  there  Avere  no  In- 
dians about,  as  they  Avould  stampede  at 
sight  or  smell  of  a  "redskin."  lie  lit  a 
lamp  in  the  house  and  Avent  to  Avork  in  earn- 
est, an'd  had  loaded  tlie  Avagon  nearly  full, 
Avhen  suddenly  he  heard  the  cattle  running- 
and  bellowing.  He  dashed  out  and  found 
the  cattle  on  the  run,  and  a  few  moments 
Inter  ho  hcartl  t!ie  Indians  yelling  about  the 
cabin,  lie  kept  on  in  his  northeast  couree, 
ami  laid  all  the  UQXt  day  in  the  Manannah 
woods,  and  at  night  made  his  Avay  back  to 
Forest.  City.  There  he  told  the  story,  and 
foi"  two  weeks  no  further  attempt  Avas  made 
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by  them  to  reach  the  farm.  At  the  end  of 
tliat  time,  Peter  Hansen^  accompanied  by 
seve?val  othei-s,  again  visited  tlie  farm  by 
niglit,  and  found  the  liouse  burned  to  the 
ground,  and  while  there  were  startled  by 
])earing  the  Indians  yelling  in  tlie  distance. 
Tliey  at  once  took  the  back  track  and 
arrived  in  Forest  City  before  day-break, 
liaving  tramped  over  thirty  miles  during  the 
niglit.  No  further  trips  were  made  until  in 
November,  wlien  matters  had  quieted  down 
somewhat.  They  then  found  the  cattle  all 
riglit,  but  the  Indians  had  smashed  every 
thing  in  the  wagon  and  feasted  on  the  slieep, 
evidently  having  camped  near  by  for  some 
time.  Tlie  family  remained  at  Forest  City 
for  about  three  years,  and  then,  in  18G5,  the 
"Indian  war"  having  closed,  they  returned 
to  Swede  Grove  township  and  settled  upon  a 
homestead,  wliich  the  father  Jiad  taken  on 
section  20.  The  old  folks  still  live  upon  the 
place. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of 
Peter  E,  Hansen.   He  remained  at  home 
until  the  lOtli  of  June,  1807,  when  he  was 
married  to  Rachel  Ilalverson.     The  cere- 
mony was  ])erformed  at  Forest  City  by 
'Squire  James  B.  Atkinson,  and  tlie  event 
was  heartily  celebrated  by  a  large  attend- 
ance of  friends.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  four  children,  as  follows— Nellie  O., 
born  February  3,  1871 ;  Harry  A.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 8,  1873;  Jennie  F.,  born  August  16, 
1875 ;  and  Lillie  May,  born  Februiuy  5, 1886. 
^^tr-  Hansen  luis  been  successful  beyond  the 
lot  of  most  men,  and  is  now  among  the  larg- 
est land-owners  in  the  State.    He  is  owner, 
either  alone  or  jointly  witli  a  partner,  of 
78,000  acres  of  lantl,- situated  in  Meeker, 
Renville,  KandiyoJii,  Steams,  Douglas,  Pope 
Grant,  Otter  Tail  and  Wright  counties,  and 
besides  lias  large  landed  interests  in  the  city 
of  Jlinneapolis  and  several  villages.   He  is 
one  of  the  directors  and  also  vice-president  of 
tlie  Meeker  County  Bank,  and  holds  stock  in 


a  number  of  local  enterprises.  In  1880  he 
was  appointed  as  agent  of  the  Manitoba' 
Railway  Company  to  handle  their  lands,  and 
now  has  charge  of  the  railroad  lands  in 
Meeker,  Carver,  Wright,  and  Renville  coun- 
ties, and  part  of  Stearns  county.  He 
is  also  loan  agent  for  the  Kelly  Brothers, 
of  Minneapolis.  Mr.  Hansen  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  slirewdest  and  best  busi- 
ness men  in  this  part  of  the  State.  He 
lias  acquired  immense  property  interests,  and 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  all 
matters  calculated  to  benefit  the  locality  in 
which  he  lives.  Mr.  Hansen  resides  on  sec- 
tion 18,  Litchfield  township,  although  he 
carries  on  business  in  the  village;  and  his 
residence  and  farm  improvements  are  ainong 
the  finest  to  be  found  any  wliere  in  the  State. 


I RRIN  WHITNEY.  Among  the  old  set- 
tiers  of  Meeker  county,. wlio  are  still 
spared  to  this  world,  there  is  none  more 
worthy  of  mention  in  a  work  of  this  ciiarac- 
ter  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch.  He  came  to  tliis  courity  in 
March,  1857,  with  his  brother,  A.  P.  Whit; 
_ne^,  S.  B.  Ilutciiins  and  others,  and  settled 
at  Kingston,  where  he  still  lives.  He  helped 
build  the  mill  put  up  by  Whitney,  Averill  & 
Hutchins,  in  1857  and  1858,  wliich  was  the 
lirst  grist-mill  in  the  county,  and  from  the 
day  of  liis  first  location  here  has  always  been 
Identified  with  tiie  onward  progress  and  de- 
velopment of  this  region. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  in 
Somerset  count}--,  Me.,  August  18,  1815,  and 
is  the  son  of  William  and  Oiive  (Farlin) 
Whitney,  who  were  natives  of  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts,  respectively.  He  was 
reared  in  Penobscot  county,  in  the  "Pine 
Tree  State,"  and  tliere  received  the  elements 
of  his  education.  On  attaining  his  majority, 
he  commenced  farming  in  his  native  State. 
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He  came  to  Minnesota  in  1857,  and  as  he 
had  a  knowledge  of  mill-wrighting,  having 
worked  at  that  business  a  few  years,  he  helped 
put-up  the  Hennepin  Island  Mill,  the  first 
grist-mill  at  Minneapolis,  In  1857  he  came 
to  this  county  as  above  mentioned,  and  has 
been  a  resident  nearly  ever  since.  On  his 
arrival  in  Meeker  county,  Mr.  Whitney  pre- 
empted 160  acres  of  land  on  section  21,  where 
he  now  lives.  In  1861  he  went  to  California, 
wliere  he  remained  until  December,  1861, 
when  he'  returned  to  this  place,  which  he  has 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
finely  improved  until  it  is  as  desirable  a  piece 
if  property  as  any  in  the  couniy. 

Mr.  Whitney  and  Miss  Rebecca  Oarvill 
were  united  in  the  bonds  of  marriage,  March 
10, 1879.  His  life  companion  and  helpmeet, 
who  is  a  lady  of  rare  accomplishments  and 
intelligence,  is  a  native  of  Lewiston,  Andros- 
coggin county.  Me.,  born  December  23, 1827, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Sewell  and  Tama 
(Higgins)  Carvill,  she  being  the  sixth  child  in 
their  family  of  thirteen.  Of  them  there  are 
seven,  besides  her,  still  surviving  —  Submit, 
Mary,  Milton,  Jefferson,  Wesley,  Alonzo  and 
Alphonso.  The  latter  was  a  physician,  who 
came  to  Kingston  in  1867,  and  made  his  home 
here  for  several  years;  Jefferson  i-esides  in 
Dassel  township,  this  county;  most  of  the 
rest  still  live  in  New  England.  Mrs.  Whit-, 
ney  having  received  considerable  schooling, 
learned  the  trade  of  coat-making,  at  Avhich 
she  worked  some  thirty  yeai-s.  In  the  spring 
of  1848  she  went  to  Boston,  and  in  that  oity 
followed  her  trade  twenty-nine  years,  board- 
ing at  one  place  fourteen  years.  She  has  in 
the  course  of  a  busy  life,  with  characteristic 
thrift,  accumulated  a  nice  property,  owning 
as  she  does  the  East  Kingston  Mill,  which 
cost  her' $7,000. 

Mr.  Whitney  is  a  greenbacker  in  his  poli- 
tics and  a  supporter  of  the  Grange  movement. 
Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  held  in 
high  esteem  wherever  known,  and  their  many 


.yeai-s  of  residence  has  made  tliein  respected 
and  well-known  throug'hout  nearly  the  whole 
county. 

In  another  department  of  this  Album  will 
be  found  portraits  of  both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Whitney. 

^^DWIN  F.  PROCTOR.  Among  the 
leading  citizens  of ,  the  village  of  Das- 
sel there  is  none  more  prominent  than  the 
gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch. 
He  is  the  son  of  William  and  Rhoda  (Snow^ 
Proctoi',  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ver- 
mont, who  had  gone  with  their  parents  into 
the  wilds  of  St.  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.,  the 
former  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and  the 
latter  at  the  age  of  seven.  There  they  at- 
tained the  years  of  manhood  and  woman- 
hood, and  were  married,  and  made  their 
home.  At  the  time  of  the  Mexican  war, 
William  Proctor,  being  impelled  by  the 
ardor  that  dwells  in  each  patriot's  breast, 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  Ninth  United  States 
Infantry,  and  was  wounded  in  one  of  the 
battles  at  the  gates  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  in 
1847,  and  died  shortly  after  in  the  general 
hospital  in  that  "  Oity  of  the  Montezumus." 
Mi's.  Proctor  is  now  making  her  home  with 
her  son,  Edwin  P. 

The  subject  of  onr  present  sketch  was 
born  at  Massena,  St.  Lawrence  county,  N.Y., 
in  184:0,  and  'made  his  home  in  his  native 
town  until  1855,  Avhen  he  took  Horace 
Greeley's  advice  and  moved  westward,  set- 
tling at  Madison,  Wis,,  where  he  found  em- 
ployment in  a  brickyard.  In  that  city  ho 
remained  until  the  fall  of  1800,  when  ho  re- 
moved to  Marshall,  Wis.,  and  attended  school 
that  winter.  AVliile  peacefully  pursuing  his 
studies,  in  the  eventful  spring  of  18(31,  the 
tocsin  of  war  rang  out,  and  thousands  of 
hurrying  feet  pressed  on  to  the  front  of  bat- 
tle in  defence  of  their  country,  aiul  in  res- 
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ponso  to  tlic  call  of  tiio  General  Government 
iov  troops  to  suppress  tlie  unliol_y  rebellion. 
Mf.  rroctor,  with  tlic  spirit  of  iiis  noble  sire, 
catno  t'orwanl  at  once,  and  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  Third  Wisconsin  InCantr}',  on  the  1st 
of  April,  I8C1,  for  tiii-ce-montiis  service,  but 
-  was  not  mustered  in  under  this  enlistment. 
On  the  ISth  of  April,  he  enlisted  for  three 
years  or  during  the  M-ar ;  and  on  the  21st  of 
Decendjcr,  18(53,  he  re-eniisted,  in  Tennessee, 
as  a.  veter-aii  for  three  years  more,  making, 
until  his  discharge,  a  term  of  service  of  four 
.years  and  four  months.  In  the  three-months 
term  he  had  been  corporal,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1802  he  was  made  duty  sergeant,  and  in 
1804  orderly  sergeant,   in  April,  18CS,  he 
mis  duly  commissioned  second  lieutenant 
for  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct,  and  in 
July  following,  received  the  rank  of  fii-sib 
lieutenant,    ."During  the  first  part  of  liis  terni 
of  service,  ho  served  Avifch  his  regiment  with 
tlio  Armies  of  the  Potomac  and  of  the  Shen- 
andoah, a.n(l  pa,i"tici[)atcd  in  the  engagements 
at  IJolivar  IJciglits,  Winchester,  Cedar  ]\[oun- 
tiiin,  Antietam,  Cha,ncclIorvillo  and  Dcveriy 
Ford.    The  command  (Twelfth  Corps)  to 
which  he  was  then  attached,  was  transferred 
with  the  Seventh  Corps  to  the  Western  Army, 
and  under  General  Sherman,  he  was  present 
with  his  regiment,  in  the  thickest  of  the  con- 
flicts  that    raged   ai'ound  Atlanta,  and 
was  actively  engaged  there,  and  in  the 
subsequent  ]\[arch  to  the  Sea,  under  that 
matchless  Genci-al,  and  in  the  engagements 
that  jnai'ked  its  progress.    JIo  participated 
in  fourteen  general  engagements  in  all,  and 
was  slightly  wouTided  in  two  battles— Chan- 
collorville  and  Antietam.   lie  took  part  in 
the  grand  review  at  Washington,  in  June, 
1805,  after  which  ho  received  his  discharge 
and  ca,me  ])onio,  Cincinnafcus  like,  layiiig  the 
sword  down  for  the  plow  handle,    lie  came 
to  IVtinnosota,  and  took  up  a  homestead  on 
section  4,  of  the  to^vn  of  Dassel,  in  the  month 
of  j\Iay,  1800.  .Upon  this  place  ho  remained 


engaged  in  agricultural  pni-snits  until  1885, 
when  he  traded  a  portion  of  his  estate  for 
his  village  property,  and  sold  the  balance, 
and  is  now  living  a  retired  life,  being  unable 
pliysically  to  longer  carry  on  agricultural 
labor.  His  exposure  •  while  in  the  anny, 
brought  on  riieumatisni,  from  which  he  has 
never  recovered,  and  for  which  he  now  draws. 
a  small  pension,  $12  per  month,  from  the 
government. 

Mr.  Proctor  and  Miss  Emeline  P.  Frost 
were  united  in  marriage  Januaiy  18,  1864, 
while  he  was  home  on  his  veteran  furlough. 
The  lady  is  a  native  of  Delaware  county, 
Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Alva  and  Per- 
milla  Frost.  Her  parents  came  \.o  Ohio  in 
181 G,  and  settled  in  Delaware  county,  July 
7,  1847,  they  removed  to  Dodge  county, 
Wis.,  where  they  lived  until  the  death  of 
Mr.  Frost,  June  29, 1807.  Tlis  wife  came  to 
Minnesota  in  1874,  and  died  in  this  county 
April  0,  1883. 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Proctor  are  the  parents  of 
four  children— Justin  T.,  Elwin  Z,,  DellaD,, 
and  Elward  J.  Elwin  died  July  19,  1881, 
the  rest  are  living.  Mr.  Proctor  was  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  Colfax  Post  No.  133, 
6.  A,  E.,  Department  of  Minnesota,  and  its 
first  comnninder,  and  is  now  the  quarter- 
master of  that  post. 

<*  

/^THO  H.  CAMPBELL.  Prominent 
among  the  influential,  loading  citizens 
of  Manannah  township,  and  of  Meeker  coun- 
ty, is  Mr.  Campbell,  of  wliom  this  narrative 
is  written.  lie  came  to  the  village  of  Kings- 
ton in  the  year  18GC,  .ami  entered  into  the 
general  mercliandise  trade  in  connection  with 
Whiting  Bros.,  a  Clearwater  firm.  One 
year  later  he  pui'cha.sed  the  interest  of  his 
partners,  and  for  two  years  pursued  the  busi- 
ness alone.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  re- 
moved to  the  new  village  of  Litchfield,  and. 
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purchasing  the  Lake  Eipley  House,  ran  the 
hotel  for  two  years,  after  whicli,  disposing 
of  all  property  m  that  place,  he  removed  to 
Manannah,  and  purchased  an  interest  with 
N.  0.  Hines^in  the  flour  and  grist  mill.  In 
1877  he  became  the  sole  pro[)rietor;  since 
which  time  he  has  added  many  imjjrove- 
ments.  In  1880  he  put  in  steam  engine  and 
boilers,  so  that  he  can  run  either  by  steam 
or  Avater.  During  18S7  tlio  n)il]  wjis  i-emod- 
eled,  and  full  sets  of  rolls  placed  in  it,  and  it 
now  ranks  as  one  of  the  best  in  this  part  of 
the  State. 

0.  H.  Campbell  was  born  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  August  1,  18J:4:,  and  js  the  son  of 
James  and  Esther  (C4risw>kl)  Oanipbell.  TJie 
father  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  had 
removed  to  Connecticut,  Avhere  he  became 
an  insurance  agent.  The  mother,  who  was 
a  representative  of  the  noted  Griswold  fam- 
ily, was  a  native  of  Connecticut. 

Tlie  subject  of  our  skefccii,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen,  entered  an  insurance  office  in  his 
native  city,  where  ho  remained  until  Septem- 
ber, 1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  \\ 
Twenty-Second  Connecticut  Infantry,  and 
served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  some 
ten  months,  when  he  was  discharged.  Dur- 
ing this  time  the  regiment  had  participated 
in  tlie  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va,,  the  capture  of 
Forts  Iluger  and  Nansemond,  where  it  was 
under  .lire  for  two  clays.  This  was  while  it 
was  a  part  of  the  Twenty-Second  Army 
Corps  and  in  Abercrombie's  Division.  It 
was  then  sent  to  West  Point,  und.  under 
General  Gordoa,  made  the  advance  on  llich- 
mond  and  the  noted  Blackberi-y  road.  On 
its  return,  its  time  being  out,  it  wa.s  orderoii 
home  and  discharged. 

On  his  discharge,  after  another  year  spent 
in  the  insurance  business  in  llarLfoj'd,  Ije 
came  out  We.st,  and,  aftei-  one  year  spont  at 
Clearwater,  came  to  Jilceker  county.  Jle 
was  married  April  24, 1807,  at  Clearwater, 
to  Miss  Isa  Oreatli,  a  native  of  Washington 


tfounty.  Me.,  und  daughter  of  Jolin  and  Mar- 
garet (Atiars)  Crcath.  By  this  union  there 
have  been  born  four  cliildren,  namely — K\'- 
thur,  born  ]\Iai'ch  8,  ISOS ;  Ernest,  born  No- 
vember l>,  ISOO;  Afarian,  horn  May  10, 1870; 
and  Ilari'y,  born  August  4,  ISYO. 

Mr.  Campbell  has  been  ])rominently  iden- 
tified with  the  oiticial  life  of  the  county,  hav- 
ing served  ascliairmiin  of  the  board  of  town 
siipervisons,  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1887  wa.s  onlv  defeated  bv  a  small 
majority  for  the  ollico  of  State  senator. 

ig^EORGE  W.  CLARK,  one  of  the  "bravo 
boys  in  blue,"  makes  his  homo  in 
CoUinwood  township,  on  section  22,  and  is  a 
valued  citizen,  lie  is  a  native  of  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  born  December  20,  1843,  and 
is  the  .s(m  of  John  A.  and  Sarah  (Hiitlcrt 
_Ckrk^w]iosc  birthplace  was  in  Ohio.  Wiien 
about  four  years  of  age  his  i)arents  I'oniovod 
to  Jo  Daviess  county,  111.,  whore  the  father 
wa.s  employed  in  lead-mining  uniil  1852., 
In  April  of  that  ^'car  they  moved  to  St. 
Paul,  and  for  two  years  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  employed  in  a  Uunber 
mill.  From  there  they  migrated  to"  Ilen- 
doi'son,  Sibley  county,  and  in  that  ])laco 
made  their  homo,  John  Clark_ being  cngajjed 
in  transporting  supidies  for  Indian  Agent 
Brown  until  l:is  deatii,  which  occurred  Au- 
gust 18,  1857. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  commence.d 
work-,  t)n  the  death  of  lii.s  father,  in  the  olllce 
of  the  Uemh-mm  Deuuwrat^  to  learn  the 
])rinter'H  ti-ade.  While  peaoofully  following 
the  art  ho  had  chosen,  he  hooded  the  call  of 
hisc(mntry,  then  in  the  throes  of  civil  war, 
and  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Eighili  iMinne- 
sota  Infantiy,  in  AiigiLst,  1S(!2.  and  partici- 
pated in  lhoexi)edition  umlor  (ionoral  Sully. 
In  the  fall  of  1804,  he  was  sent  South  to  help 
supi)ro.ss  the  rebellion,  ami  the  rogiujont  be- 
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came  a  part  of  the  famous  23d  Army  Ooi-ps 
under  Genei'al  Scofield,  and  was  present  at 
many  of  the  conflicts  tliat  terminated  the 
war.  He  received  an  iionorablo  discharge  in 
18C5,  and  returned  home,  but  shortly  remov- 
ed to  Meeker  county,  and  made  a  settlement 
in  Ellsworth  township.  He  made  his  home 
there  for  two  years  and  then  purchased  200 
acres  of  land  on  the  section  where  he  now 
lives,  in  Collinwood. 

Mr.  CJarIc  was  married  December  15,  1876, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Grant,  a  native  of  Indiana, 
born  in  Jennings  county,  August  31,  1856. 
Bythisnnion  there  has  been  born  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  is  tlio  record- 
Willis  was  born  Juno  2,  1878;  James  was 
born  August  10, 1880;  Arthur,  born  July  Y, 
i8(»,  and  died  August  20,  following;  George 
E.,  born  April  14,  1882 ;  Clara  J.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1885  ;  and  Ida  F.,  was  born  Decem- 
ber 7,  1887. 

—  ■  •«>-SjS^'^'  

W.HAWKINSON.  of  Grove  City.  A 
Jarge  proportion  of  the  citizens  of 
Meeker  county  are  of  foreign  birtli,  and  are 
men  wlio  have  brotiglit  with  tliem  to  their 
new  home  in  America  the  habits  of  industry 
and  thrift  so  common  in  their  own  country, 
and  with  the  chances  afforded  in  the  United 
States,  liave  risen  by  their  own  efforts 
to  an  easy  competence.  Among  these  is 
Mr.  I-Iawkinson.  who  was  born  at  the 
liomo  of  Jiis  parents,  William  and  Ellen 
Ilawkinsoii,  in  Sweden,  ISTovcmbor  16, 1840. 
Ho  was  i-eared  to  manhood  in  the  land  of 
Ills  birth,  and  there,  Aj)ril  24, 3800,  ho  Avas 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  Kelson. 
Three  years  later,  feaving  his  family,  lie 
came  aci-oss  tlio  stonny  Atlantic  in  search  of 
a  homo  in  the  free  land  of  America,  and 
coming  at  once  to  Minnesota,  located  at  Cot- 
tage Grovo,  about  fifteen  miles  from  St. 
Paul,  wliere  he  was  engaged  in  wagon-mak- 
mg  until  December,  186y,  and  then  came  to 


Litchfield,  then  a  new  village,  just  started, 
where  he  was  employed  in  wagon-making 
and  in  carpentering  until  1870,  when,  feeling 
assured  of  the  future,  he  returned  to  the  old 
country  for  his  family,  with  whom  he  arrived 
in  Litchfield  May  15, 1871.   He  followed  his 
trade  until  the  succeeding  November,  wl)en  lie 
removed  to  Swede  Grove  township,  where 
he  built  him  a  house  on  his  farm,  and  lived 
there  for  two  years,  renting  the  land  and 
working  at  carpentering.    He  then  com- 
menced farming  himself,  and  at  odd  times 
pursued  his  trade,  and  in  this  manner  put  in 
his  time  for  five  years  more.   During  this 
time  he  had  erected,  for  0.  E.  Lundberg.  an 
elevator  of  60,000  btfshelS  capacity,  which, 
'when  he  had  finished,  he  took  charge  of  for 
the  owner,  and  operated  for  seven  years. 
The  most  of  this  time  he  made  his  home  upon 
his  farm,  driving  in  and  out  each  morning 
and  evening.    By  this  time  he  had  acquired 
some  280  acres  of  land,  but  in  1881  he  built  a 
house  in  the  village  and  managed  his  farm 
by  liired  help.   In  the  fall  of  1886  he  gave 
up  running  the  elevator,  and  engaged  in  the 
business  of  selling  lumber,  farm  machinery, 
wagons,  buggies,  paints,  oils,  etc.,  in  com- 
pany with  B.  Bresden. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkinson  are  the  parents 
of  five  children— Andrew,  Nels,  Alfred,  El- 
mer and  Minnie.  The  eldest,  Andrew,  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Northwestern  College  at 
Minneapolis.  In  politics  Mr.  Hawkinson  is 
a  stanch  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  re- 
publican party. 

I^REDERICK  SPATH,  living  on  section 
10,  Dassel  township,  is  one  of  the 
leading  farmei-s  of  that  section  of  the 
county.  He  is  a  native  of  WUrtemberg,  Ger- 
many, born  February  11,  1825,  and  the  son 
of  William  and  Catherine  S])ath.  both  of 
whom  are  also  natives  of  the  German 
Empire. 
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Frederick,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  left 
the  fatherland  for  America,  and  on  his  arri- 
val in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  commenced  learn- 
ing the  blacksmith  trade  in  that  city.  He 
remained  there  until  18S6,  at  which  date  he 
came  to  Minnesota,  and  settled  in  Hennepin 
county,  and  opened  a  blacksmith  shop,  about 
seven  miles  north  of  Minneapolis.  About  a 
year  later  he  removed  to  Anoka  county, 
among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  that  section, 
and  preempted  a  farm  in  tljotown  of  Bethel. 
There  he  made  his  home  until  1864.  During 
the  Indian  outbreak  of  18C2.  much  excite- 
ment was  felt  in  that  county  and  most  of 
the  settlers  left  the  town.  Mrs.  Spath  kept 
her  children  dressed  and  ready  to  start  at  a 
moment's  warning  for  three  clays  and  nights, 
while  waiting  for  nciws  of  the  appearance 
of  the  savages,  wlio  never  came.  The 
trouble  died  out  and  people  soon  came  back 
to  their  homes,  there  as  elsewhere.  In  1864 
Mr.Spath  came  toKingston,this  county,where 
he  opened  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  continued 
to  follow  that  calling  for  two  yeara  in  tiiat 
place.  In  1860  he  removed  to  tlie  town  of 
Dassel,  then  known  as  Swan  Lake,  and  took 
a  homestead  of-  eighty  acres  of  land  in  sec- 
tion 10,  where  his  family  lived  nine  years. 
He  worked  for  a  while  on  the  construction 
of  the  railroad,  and  on  the  laying  out  of 
the  village  of  Dassel  opened  a  smithy  in  that 
place.  Ilis  family  moved  into  the  latter  in 
IStS,  where  they  all  remained  until  1881, 
when  he  sold  out  his  interests  and  returned 
to  the  farm,  which  Is  now  increased  to  120  . 
acres,  more  than  half  of  it  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  upon  which  he  has  erect- 
ed some  fine  buildings.  On  the  organization 
of  the  town  in  1867,  he  was  appointed  one 
of  the  town  supervisors,  and  the  following 
year  was  chairman  of  the  board.  He  was,  also, 
one  of  the  first  village  trustees  and  held 
that  office  for  three  years  consecutively. 

Mr.  Spath  was  married  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  September  10,  1849,  to  Miss 


Catherine  Plnpps,  a  native  of  Philadelphia. 
By  this  union  there  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren, namely — William,  living  in  Dakota;  Ka- 
tie, Mrs. John  Bunker,of  the  village  of  Dassel; 
Frank  P,  who  is  carrying  on  the  blacksmith 
trade  in  tlie  same  village ;  Susan,  Ifi-s.  M. 
Penny,  of  Dassel  township ;  Fred  P.  and 
Sarah,  at  home. 

^ILAS  W.  LEAVITT.  one  of  the  lead- 
ing  citizens  of  the  viilageof  Litchfield, 
is  a  native  of  Gilmanton,  K  II.,  born  in  1848, 
and  is  >x  son  of  Joseph  S.  and  Hannah 
(Cotton)  Leavitt..  Ho  remained  athome  with 
his  parents  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
sevcsnteen  yeai-s,  when  he  enlisted  in  August, 
1SC3,  in  Company  A,  Fifteenth  New  Ilauip- 
sliire  Infantry,  and  with  that  gallant  regi- 
ment served  one  year.  He  participated  in 
the  siege  and  capture  of  Port  Hudson,  and 
was  discharged  with  the  regiment  in  October, 
18C4.  For  the  two  years  following  he  Avas 
compelled  to  sufl'ei'  much  from  a  discjiso  of 
tlie  eyes  contracted  while  in  the  service. 
Becoming  able  to  use  his  eyes  lie  went  to 
Dover,  in  the  same  State,  where  he  remained 
a  yeai'.  From  there  he  moved  to  Boston, 
and  for  tliree  years  was  engaged  in  clerical 
labor  in  that  city.  Following  the  advice  of 
Horace  Greeley^  he  then  came  West,  and  for 
some  time  was  prospecting  through  the 
country.  After  looking  the  State  over,  Mr. 
Leavitt  decided  to  locate  in  Meeker  county, 
and,  in  1868,  purchased  a  farm  in  the  town 
of  Greenleaf,  where  he  made  his  home  until 
the  fall  of  1871,  when,  being  elected  to  the 
office  of  clerk  of  the  disti-ict  court,  he  re- 
moved to  the  villiige  of  Litchfield.  For 
twelve  successive  years  he  filled  that  res])on- 
sible  position  with  the  utmost  credit,  and  de- 
clined a  fourth  re-election.  During  most  of 
this  time  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  in  Litchiield.    [Mr.  Leavitt  was 
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elected  president  of  tlie  Iwjtrd  of  ediicjitioii  of 
tlic  vi]!i:ge,  in  September.  ISSO,  and  still  lilJs 
that  oliioe.  On  the  orgwiizjition:  of  Coiiijiany 
II,  First  lieginient,  ]\Iinnesota  jS'ational 
(liiards,  in  I'Y'ljruary,  1SS3,  Jie  was  elected,  ciip- 
tain,  and  lias  served  his  full  tonn  of  five 
years,  ];ntat  the  solieitation  of  the  coni])any 
still  I'oniains  in  command.  At  the  close  of 
liis  time  ho  tcndere<l  his  ?'esignatiun,  but  the 
C(jnipany  unanimously  rejected  it,  and  as  a 
testimony  of  their  appi'ociation  of  his  services 
they  pi'esontcd  him  with  a  very  haiidsonie 
gold  watch  ami  chain.  On  the  formation  of 
the  croamei-y  associ/itioii,  Mi-.  Lcavitt  was 
elected  sew-etai'y  and  general  manager  of  that 
institution,  and  has  charge  of  that  business 
at  tlio  ]))'Oseiit. 

Our  subject  wis  married  in  August,  1800, 
to  ]\riss  J\rnry  1).  Oha-pman^  a  native  of 
"Worcester,  ]\Iass.,  and  by  this  union  there  has 
been  Ijorn  two  chiJdi-en— Grace  W.,  and 
Marian  11. 

 ■^-S^^-'fr— — 

MLBERT  HUTCHINS;  a  young  and 
enterprising  farmer,  of  Oollinwood 
town.shii),  was  iiorn  in  Yaiicy  county,  N.  0., 
the  'iTth  of  ]\ray,  184!),  and  is  the  son  of  .laeob 
and  iXaney  (Huchnnan)  Mutch  ins.  His  I'atliei' 
was  born  in  llorks  county,  Js.  O.,  June  19, 
1814,  and  is  the  sun  of  AVriglit  and  Margaret 
Il"tc'liins.  The  mother  was  born  in  the 
same  county  7\pril  10, 1814.  Jacob  Hutch  ins 
remained  in  tiie  county  of  his  birth  until  ho 
was  about  thirty  years  old,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, but,  in  the  spring  of  1844,  moved  to 
West  Virginia,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  1804,  at  which  date  he  came  to  Collin- 
wood  and  settlcHl  cm  a  homestead  on  section 
S.^  In  ISTO  .he  gave  the  jilaco  to  bis  son, 
with  whom  ho  lives.  He  was  married  in 
1835  to  j\[ij;s  Nancy  lUiclianaii,  bv  whom  he 
had  fourteen  children,  namely— Anna,  Louisa, 
Sarah,  Mary,  Thomas,  jNIargavet,  Elizabeth, 


William,  Albert,  John,  George,  Oliver, 
Jennie,  and  Cynthia. 

Albert  was  married  September  12,1880, 
to  Miss  Theresa  Erfurtli,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio.  May  9,  1859,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Jolianna  Erfurth.  They  are 
the  parents  of  three  children,  all  of  whom 
arc  dead.  Tliey  were  Arthui-,  born  August 
0,  ISSl,  died  May  18,  ISST ;  Michael,  born 
September  15,  1883,  and  died  May  12,  1887; 
and  Alilton,  born  May  8,  1885,  and  died  May 
IS,  1SS7.  Albert  has  made  his  home  with 
his  parents  all  his  life,  and  for  (ifteen 
years  has  been  the  main  support  of 
his  family.  His  mother  died  August  19, 
1881.  Jacob  Hutcliins  built  the  first  house 
in  the  township,  and  was  the  first  school 
treasurer.  The  farm  contains  about  116 
acres  of  line  land,  of  which  eighty  are  under 
cultivation.  The  improvements  are  of  a 
\Q,V)'  fair  character,  and  the  whole  place 
evinces  that  the  young  farmer  understands 
his  business  and  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

JVmBROSE  wall,  the  present  audi- 
tor  of  Meelvor  county,  is  a  native 
of  Ofiyuga  county,  IS'.  Y.,  horn  December  7, 
1  S53,ju)d  is  the  son  of  Michael  and  Alice  (Dee) 
^^'^"Ji-  11«  wa?  reared  in  the  county  of  his 
birth,  and  i-eceivcd  his  primai-y  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  that  district,  which  was 
supplemented  by  two  terms  ])assed  at  Port 
]?yron  Academy.  His  occupation  during  all 
this  time  was  farming,  he  assisting  his  father, 
for  a  time,  and  aftenvard  working  for  other 
parties  as  opportunity  served. 

]ji  the  fall  of  1879,  i^lr.  Wall  came  to  Min- 
nesota and  located  in  Stearns  countj^,  where 
be  taught  school  that  winter,  but  the  follow- 
ing spring  came  to  Meeker  county  and  pur- 
chased a  farm  on  section  20,  Manannah 
township.  Here  he  commenced  the  avoca- 
tion of  western  farmer,  for  which  his  train- 
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ing  in  the  Empire  State  had  so  well  iUted 
him.  lie  made  that  place  his  home,  carry- 
on  the  tillage  of  the  soil  in  the  siuiimer,  aiid 
♦'teaching  the  young  idea  how  to  shoot"  in 
the  various  district  schools  of  the  county 
durhig  the  winter  months.  On  the  initiation 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  movement  in  1SS5, 
he  iulopted  their  views,  and  principles,  believ- 
ing tiiem  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
working  classes,  and  a  step  in  the  direction 
of  jwrsonal  liberty  and  enfranchisement. 

Tn  the  fall  of  188C,  Mr.  Wall.,  was  nomi- 
nated for  tlie  otiice  of  auditor  on  the  alliance 
and  democratic  tickets,  and  carried  olf  the 
honors  of  the  campaign  witli  a  handsome 
majority.  lie  is  the  present  secretary  of  the 
Meeker  County  Farmers'  Alliance,  is  inde- 
pendent of  party  iinijs,  in  political  faith  being 
of  decidedly  anti-monopolistic  tendency,  and 
is  a  bright  and  intelligent  leader  in  the  new 
movement,  looking  to  the  elevation  of  the 
agriculturists  and  laboring  classes. 

JTOHN  CHRISTENSEN.  one  of  tiie  promi- 
P  neiifc  merchants  o/  Grove  City,  iind  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Reitan  AGIiristensen 
general  merciiaiulise  dealers,  is  a  native  of 
Norway,  and  the  son  of  IJalder  and  Karen 
JilaVie  (Ileoa:li)  Chi-istensen^.  The  date  of 
liis  birtli  was  January  31,  1834.  He  re- 
mained in  tJie  land  of  his  nativity,  whei'c  he 
secured  Jiis  education,  until  November  2, 
18G7,  when  he  made  his  appearance  in- 
Meeker  county,  liaving  emigrated  from  his 
boyhood's  home  in  search  of  foi-tune  and  a 
competence.  With  him  came  his  brother, 
Carl,  wl)o  was  born  January  20,  1837. 

Carl  Ohristcnsen^  married  September  17, 
1870,  ]\riss  Ellen  Olava  Gronsoth,  wlio 
became  the  mother  of  fi've  children-— Haider, 
born  July  1,  1871;  Otto  G.,  born  May  15, 

1873 ;  Andrew  9vu¥!"''-''  '^"'^'^  ^'j  ^^'^^  '■> 
William  Jfartin,  bdraOctober  22,  1877;  and 
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Carl  Joim  Henry,  born  March  2,  ISSO.  Carl 
followed  farming  after  cojniiig  to  tliis 
country,  until  December  22,1879,  when  ho 
died,  since  which  time  John  Christenscn  has 
taken  care  of  his  bereaved  family. 

John  phristensen  was  totally  unacquainted 
with  farm'  work  when  ho  came  here,  l)nt 
helped  his  brother  for  some  time  on  the 
hitter's  place,  but  its  monotony  tiring  him, 
in  187U  he  entered  the  store  of  i\lr.  jlrown! 
in  Litclilield,  as  a  clerk,'  with  wIkjiu  he 
stayed  over  a  year.  He  then  kept  a  boai'd- 
ing  house  for  the  men  who  were  working  on 
the  railroad  construction.  In  about  1872  ho 
purchased  a  farm,  adjoining  that  of  liis 
brother,  and  from  that  year,  until  1875,  he 
was  with  his  brother,  they  working  the  farms 
together.  At  the  cx])iration  of  that  time  he 
came  to  Grove  City,  and  was  a  clerk  in  the 
store  of  W.  AY.  jlobbs.  until  the  death  of 
that  gentleman  in  ]Jocember,  187(5,  after 
which  he  entered  tiie  store  of  Jl.  O.  Tetor- 
,son^aiKl  stayed  with  that  gentleman  until 
April,  1877,  when  our  subject  went  to  the 
Black  Hills,  where  he  remained  until  the 
following  fall,  i-etui'ning  to  Grove  City  in 
Sejjtember.  Again  entering  the  em])loy  of 
II.  O.  .Peter.son.  as  clerk  in  his  store,  he 
there  continued,  both  with  hhn  and  with  the 
succeeding  firm  of  Petcr.son.  Dudley  k 

"»til  May,  1882,  when  he  becailir^ 
clerk  in  the  store  of  C.  CJ^oinm,  and  Octo- 
ber 1,  1883,  became  a  ])artner  with  that 
gentlemiin,  and  the  present  lirni  fornieil. 

JTAMES  LANG,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
^  Manannah  township,  and  the  merchant, 
postnuister  and  hotel  propi-ietorof  the  villiige 
of  Jkranannah,  is  a  son  of  James  and  Mar- 
garet (Leech)  Lann;,  natives  of  Scotland,  who 
were  married  in  that  land  of  heather  and 
emigi'ated  to  the  Unitetl  States  about  1S22, 
settling  in  Vermont.    About  a  year  later 
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tliey  removed  to  Canada  Avliere  tliey  both 
dietl,  the  father  in  188G,  the  mother  in 
18i7. 

The  subject  of  our  slcetch  was  born  in  La- 
Prairie  county,  Canada,  December  20,  1838, 
and  remained  at  home  witli  his  parents  until 
1857,  when  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  lie 
came  to  tlie  "  States  "  witli  liis  brother  Eob- 
ert,  who  liad  been  here  the  year  previous, 
and  settled  in  this  county,  where  he  lived, on 
section  18,  Harvey  townsiiip,  for  some  years, 
lie  went  to  Avork  putting  up  a  cabin,  and 
breaking  up  tiie  prairie  sod  wit)}  a  yoke  of 
oxen.  In  the  fall  of  1857  he  built  a  house 
upon  the  site  of  the  village,  in  company  with 
Kobert  Lang  and  S.  Dickinson,  and  for  two 
years  lived  there  during  the  winter  months, 
and  upon  his  farm  in  the  summer.  From 
that  time  on  he  made  his  home  upon  the 
homestead  until  the  Indian  outbreak  in  1802. 
On  tiiat  eventful  Sundaj"^,  Mi'.  Lang  and  sev- 
eral other  jiarties  started  for  Forest  City 
with  the  intention  of  enlisting,  but  hearing 
of  the  murders  in  Acton,  they  suspended 
action,  waiting  more  delinite  news.  Hear- 
ing that  some  Indians  had  been  seen  going 
toward  Manannali,  they  returned  speedily, 
ho  remaining  until  the  following  Wed- 
nesday, when  all  the  settlers  left,  as  it  was 
unsafe  to  remain.  At  Kingston  he  heard  of 
the  organization  of  Captain  Whitcomb's  com- 
pany of  Home  Guards,  and  with  others  came 
and  enlisted  in  that  company'.  With  them 
he  participated  in  all  the  movements  as  de- 
tailed in  the  chapter  devoted  to  the  massa- 
cre in  this  volume.  He  it  was,  who  was 
riding  with  Mr.  Britt,  when  their  horses  were 
stuck  in  the  slough.  As  he  got  out  of  the 
slough,  he  was  some  eighty  rods  behind  the 
party,  and  he  had  to  i-un  for  his  life. 
When  he  saw  that  the  teams  had  gone  on 
and  left  him,  he  laid  down  to  pull  off  his 
shoes,  and  the  Indians  thinking  they  had 
killed  him,  stopped  to  get  the  horse.'  Start- 
ing to  run,  three  savages  pursued  him  on 


their  ponies,  but  the  wagon  waited  for  hnn, 
and  it  is  said  that  the  Sioux  ponies  did  not 
gain  on.  him  in  his  race  for  life. 

Mr.  Lang  remained  with  this  company 
until  it  was  disbanded  and  during  that  Avin- 
ter  followed  trapping  and  hunting.  In  ]\[arch, 
1863,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  First  Minne- 
sota Mounted  Eangers,  and  served'  in  the 
West  with  them  until  their  discharge  in  the 
fall  of  18G3.  In  August,  18G4,  Mr.  Lang 
again  enlisted,  this  time  in  the  Second  United 
States  Sharpshooters,  Avhich  were  attached 
to  Colonel  Berdan's  famous  regiment,  and 
joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  in  front  of 
Petersburg,  Ta.,  and  were  assigned  to  tlie 
Third  Division  of  the  noble  Second  Corps, 
lie  was  under  fire  for  the-  first  time  in  this 
company  at  the  second  battle  of  Hatcher's 
Eun,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
Avar. 

On  receiving  his  discharge  and  pay  about 
which  there  Avas  some  trouble  owing  to  "red 
tape,"  our  subject  returned  to  Meeker  county, 
where  he  has  made  his  home  over  since.  Tie 
Vvas  married,  March  29, 1870,  to  Miss  Juliet 
^lui'ray,  a  native  of  Wauke.sha  county,  Wis., 
and  daughter  of  John  Murray,  of  that  place. 
By  this  union  there  have  been  born  a  family 
of  four  children  —  Lily  M.,  Mary  J.  and 
James  A.,  all  living,  and  Lizzie,  deceased. 

In  the  spring  of  1875  Mi'.  Lang,  in  com- 
pany w'ith  A.  P.  Grey,  bought  out  the  store 
of  nines  &  Campbell,  and  for  four  years  ran 
it  in  partnership,  but  since  that  time  has 
been  carrying  it  on  alone,  lie  was  appointed 
postmaster  in  1881,  and  still  holds  that  office. 
He  has  served  some  six  years  on  the  school 
board,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  and  representative  men  of  the  county. 
No  man  has  been  more  prominently  identified 
with  the  development  of  the  northern  part 
of  the  county  or  figures  more  conspicuously 
in  its  history,  and  both  he  and  his  estimable 
Avife  merit  and  receive  the  highest  esteem  of 
all.    Through  his  many  years'  residence  here 
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Mr.JLan^has  become  well-known  to  nearly 
all  the  old  settlers  of  Meeker  county.  He  is 
a  man  of  the  strictest  honor  and  hitegrity, 
and  his  word  is  recognized  as  being  as  good 
as  a  bond. 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  will  be  found 
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portraits  of  both  Mr.  Lang  and  his  wife. 
—  ^*>'% 


Mr.ARLOW  F.  AMES  came  to  Dassel 
J^JL  township,  with  his  brother  Henry,  in 
January,  18G8,  and  settled  on  the  farm  'his 
father  had  bought,  where  he  remained  until 
his  ])arents  came,  in  the  following  spring. 
He  is  a  native  of  Oswego  countj',  N.  Y.,  born 
June  4,  1850,  and  is  the  son  of  Harlow  and 
Adeline  (Mitchell)  Ames.   In  1872  he  com- 
menced tiio  mason's  trade,  at  which  he  has 
worked  for  a  portion  of  the  time  over  since, 
lie  has  noAv  a  fine  farm  of  ]00  acres  of  land 
in  Dassel  township,  on  section  23,  where  he 
carries  on  agriculture.    Ho  ivas  united  in 
marriage,  December  31, 1873,  with  Miss  Ylov- 
ence  Carr,  a  native  of  Washington  county, 
Ind.,  and  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Isabel 
(Denny)  Carr.    By  this  union  there  have  been 
born  three  children— Leroy,  Edith  and  Josie. 

Harlow  Anies^  who  is  ranked  among  the 
most  substantial  citizens  of  Dassel  township, 
is  the  father  of  the  subject  of  the  above 
sketch.   lie  is  a  native  bf  Delaware  county, 
Conn.,  born  July  8, 1804,  and  is  the  son  of 
Leonard  and  Minerva  (Feck)  Ames.  His 
parents  removed  to  Osw'ego  county,' N.  Y. 
and  settled  near  the  town  of  Mexico,  at  an 
early  day,  among  the  pioneers  of  that  region, 
where  they  made  their  home  until  they  passed 
to  their  "chamber  in  the  silent  resdnis  of 
death."    They  were  consistent  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  the  firet  religious 
services  in  that  district  were  held  in  a  sheep- 
pen,  a  log  shanty  on  the  farm  of  the  elder 
Mr.  Ames,  which  had  been  fitted  up  for  the 
purpose. 

Harlow  remained  at  home  until  about  fif- 


teen years  of  age,  at  which  time  ho  com- 
menced to  learn  the  tanner's  andthesiioe- 
maker's  trades,  which  avocations  he  followed 
until  iibove  thirty  .years  of  age.    fie  then 
purchased  a  farm  in  Osweg6  county,  and 
remained  upon  it  over  thirty  years,  and  then 
sold  out  and  moved  into  the  village  of  ]\[ex- 
ico,  but  after  a  residence  of  two  years,  being 
tired  of  an  inactive  life,  came  to  Minnesota 
m  seai'cli  of  a  iiome.  Pj'cviotis  to  leaving  New 
York  he  met  Edwin  Ayrcs  and  0.  L.°liich- 
iivdson,  who  had  settled  in']\[eeker  counlylu 
185G,  and  taken  up  claims  on  section  14,  in 
Dassel  township,  from  ^vhich  they  had  been 
dj-iven  by  the  Indiiins.    He  purchased  from 
them  their  farm,  wiiich  contained  some 
500  acres,  with  the  additions  which  he  made 
to  it,  and  i-eturned  to  Now  York,  and  sent 
his  two  sons  out  to  occupy  it.    The  following 
spring  hefollowod  .witli  his  family,  and  put  up 
the  first  fnimc  dwelling  in  the  town.  Ho  has 
resided  hero  ever  since,  and  now  has  -one  of 
tlio  finest  farms  in  this  part  of  the  county, 

Mr.  Ames  was  united  in  marriage,  August 
10,  1834,  with  Miss  Martha  Hubbard,  who 
die<l  in  1844,  leaving  four  children— Horace, 
now  in  Washington  Territory;  Charlotte, 
Mrs.  Isaac  Eussell.  of  Dassel;  Edward,  a 
resident  of  Washington  Territory ;  and  Julia, 
the  wife  of  W.  M.  Abbott,  of  Forest  Prairie] 
this  county.   Mr.  Ames,  November  21, 1845,' 
again  contracted  a  matrimonial  alliance,  this 
time  with  Miss  Adeline,  Mitciiell,  who  is  the 
mother  of  two  children— Henry  and  Harlow 
F.   The  former  is  engaged  in  tlie  manufact- 
ure of  bi'ick  near  Litchfield,  and  the  hitter's 
sketch  is  given  above. 


HARLES  H.  BIGELOW,  the  enterpris- 
ing dealer  in  confectionery,  books,  sta- 
tionery, and  fancy  goods  in  the  village  of 
Litchfield,  is  the  son  of  Harvey  and  Maria 
(Van  Buskirk)  Bigelow,  and  was  born  at 
Eush,  Monroe  county,  N.  Y.,  October  5, 
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1853.  Ilis  parents  were  both  natives  of  the 
Empire  State,  altiioiigh  his  paternal  grand- 
fatlier  came  originally  from  Connecticut,  and 
was  one  of  a  noted  and  historic  faiiii!}'  tliere. 

Tlio  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
amid  the  fa,miliar  scenes  of  his  childhood  and 
received  his  education  in  tlie  excellent  sciiools 
of  Ids  native  state.  At  the  age  of  lifteen 
lie  commenced  to  Jcarn  the  cari-iage  and- 
wagon  making  trade,  and  after  finishing 
that  took  up  cari)entering  which  he  followed 
for  some  two  years.  In  February,  ISTC.ho 
went  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  13.  F.  Averj'  &  Sons,  one  of 
the  large  ])low  manlTiactuT'ing  concei'ns  of 
this  country.  He  remained  with  this  fu-ni 
until  1S78,  when  he  came  to  Litchfield,  and 
after  looking  ai'ound  a  little  conimcnced 
farming  in  the  towji  of  Grcenleaf,  on  a  farjn 
which  he  rented  of  his  wife's  father.  In 
Ja,nuary,  18S0,  he  came  back  to  the  village 
of  LitcliJLeld,  and  initiated  his  present  busi- 
ness. He  has  always  iillcd  an  iinportiint 
])laco  in  the  community  and  receives  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all.  In  November, 
188:5,  ho  became  deputy  auditoi',  a,nd  I'ul- 
Jiiled  the  iluties  of  that  ollico  until  April, 
1887.  In  18S(i  ho  was  villago  rocorder,  in 
1887  chief  of  the  lire  department,  and  is  the 
present  lirst  lieutenant  of  the  local  militia 
company.  In  his  political  views  he  coincides 
with  the  republican  party,  and,  religiously,  is 
a  member  of  the  rresbyterian  Church,  of 
wliich  he  is  one  of  the  trustees,  lie  is  a 
member  of  Golden  Fleece  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  of  Ilabboni  Chapter,  K.  A.  M.,  of  Melita 
Connnanilery,  K.  T.,  and  of  Fiilelity  Chapter, 
Eastern  tStar. 

Mr.  Bigolow  was  united  in  marriage,  Sep- 
tember 28, 1870,  with  ]\[iss  I'l'tinces  K.  Wiard, 
a  native  of  Livingston  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Charlotte  Wiard. 
3iy  this  union  there  are  three  children — 
Harvey  Edward,  I'^rederick,  antl  Lydia 
Alice. 


P H R A 1 M  A.  BRIGGS.  Prominent' 
among  the  successful  business  men  of 
Meeker  county,  men  who  have  by  their  own 
abilifc,)'  and  tact,  acquired  an  ample  fortune, 
stands  the  subject  of  this  memoir.  His  life 
has  been  a  busy  one,  and  he  lias  not  lost  his 
opportunities.  lie  is  a  native  of  New  York, 
luiving  .  lirst  seen  the  light  of  day  at  Coey- 
juans,  Albany  count}'^,  February  li,  1837, 
and  is  the  son  of  A.  N.  and  Maria  (Andrews) 
IJriggs.  lie  was  reared  amid  the  familiar 
scenes  of  his  childhood,  and  received  the 
rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Oharlotteville,  Schohai'ie  county. 
Approaching  the  years  of  numhood,  our 
subject  commenced  the  study  of  law  with 
Ira  Harris,  of  Albany,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained some  two  years,  and  with  S.  T. 
Iliggins  one  year.  lie  then  attended  a 
coui'se  of  lectures  at  the  Law  School  at 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  under  the  tuition  of  such 
men  as  Ira  Harris,  Amasa  J.  Parker  and 
Amos  Dean.  IJe  ivas  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1859,  and  conmienced  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Albany,  N.  Y. 

"While  peacefidly  pursuing  the  quiet  rounds 
of  his  profession  and  duties,  traitoi-s  in  arms 
inaugurated  civil  war  by  threatening  the  life 
of  our  Nation,  and  on  the  call  of  the  [)resi- 
dent  foi'  75,000  three-months'  sohlicrs,  Mr. 
Ib'iggs  with  a  noble  patriotism,  leaving 
everything,  eidisted  in  the  Tenth  New  York 
Infantry,  and  proceeded  to  the  front.  Tlie 
three-months'  term  of  his  service  having 
expired,  he  re-enlisted  in  the  Forty- 
third  Now  York  Infantry,  of  which  he  was 
connnissioned  second  lieutenant.  He  was 
soon  detailed  for  service  in  the  Signal  Coi'ps, 
and,  after  instruction  at  Georgetown,  was 
ordei'ed  to  report  to  General  N.  1>.  Banks^ 
then  comnuinding  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
and  served  there  through  the  j'ear  1802.  Ee- 
ceiving  Ids  commis.sion  in  the  LTnitcd  State.s 
Signal  Corps,  he  was  then  attached  to  the 
lieadquarters  of  the   Twenty-third  Army 
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Corps,  with  whom  he  remained  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  although  later  he  was  under 
the  immediate  command  of  General  J.  M. 
Schofield.  Our  subject  participated  in  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  and  in  the  sanguinary 
contests  at  Franklin  and  Nashville,  Tenn., 
and  was  present  at  the  junction  of  the  forces 
of  Sherman  and  _Schofie1d,  at  Goldsboro. 
He  was  mustered  out  at  the  close  of  hostili- 
ties, and  returned  to  his  home. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  married,  November  10, 
1806,  to  Miss  Helen  F.  Hale,  a  native  of 
Aroostook  county,  Me.,  and  has  resided,  ever 
since,  in  Meeker  county,  at  the  village  of 
Kingston.  He  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  but  after  eight  months  sold  out  and 
retui-ned  to  New  York.  Three  months  later 
he  came  back  and  took  up  a  homestead  on 
•  section  34,  Kingston  township.  Ue  then 
purchased  the  store  of  F.  V.  DeOoster,  and 
continued  the  mercantile  business  until  1875, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  chiefly  em- 
ployed dealing  in  real  estate. 

Ml-,  and  Mrs.  Briggs  have  a  family  of  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  Their 
names  are  Albert  N.,  Maria  T.,  and  Connie. 
The  one  deceased  bore  the  name  of  Thomas 
A.  Tiie  subject  of  whom  tliis  is  written, 
Avas  postmaster  of  Kingston  from  ISTl  until 
1880 ;  has  filled  the  offices  of  ju.stice  of  the 
peace  and  town  treasurei-,  and  is  a  strong 
adherent  to  the  principles  formulated  by  the 
republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  Frank 
Daggett  Post,  G.  A.  E. 

'«"{^^-«^— — 

^^OREN  NELSON.  The  subject  of  this 
'S^^  personal  history  is  one  of  the  most 
]>rominent  and  wealthy  fai'iners  and  stock- 
raisei"s  in  Danielson  township,  his  residence 
being  located  on  section  4  in  that  civil  sub- 
division of  Meeker  count^^  Mr.  Nelson  is  a 
son  of  Nels  and  Mary  Peterson,  and  was 
born  in  Denmark,  on  the  lOfchof  April,  1834. 


His  eai'ly  life  was  spent  in  his  native  land, 
where  lie  received  the  same  lessons  of  indus- 
try and  economy  which  are  characteristic  of 
the  people  of  his  nationality.    From  neces- 
sity, in  early  youth,  he  imbibed  these  ]n-inci- 
ples,  and  they  have    benefited  him  all 
through  life.    In  telling  of  the  way  his  folks 
lived  in  the  old  country,  he  says  tliat  thei-o 
were  seven  cliildren  in  the  family,  besides  the 
parents,  and  that  his  father  worked  for  twelve 
cents  per  day,  and  suppoited  the  family. 
For  some  time  the  father  was  out  of  work, 
and  the  mother  supported  the  fenfire  family 
by  spinning,  earning  oidy  three  cents  per  day. 
Bread,  and,  in  the  summer,  onions  and  occa- 
sionally potatoes,  were  their  only  food.  It 
was  through  such  hardshi])s  as  these  that 
Soren  spent  his  early  days.   In  1803  he  came 
to  America,  and  upon  landing  in  New  York, 
he  had  just  $1.50,  and  %\  of  this  he  paid  for 
his  first  day's  hoard.    The  next  day  he  bor- 
rowed §20  of  a  friend  and  went  to  Chicago, 
where  he  worked  at  butchering  and  in  a  lum- 
ber-yard.   In  the  fall  he  went  to  Lookout 
Mountain,  in  the  em])loy  of  the  government. 
On  the  28th  of  March,  1805,  ho  was  dis- 
charged, and  returned  to  Chicago,  Avhore  he 
remained  until  in  the  following  December, 
when  he  went  to  Texas,  and  Avas  there  cm- 
ployed  by  the  government,  at  (ialveston. 
From  there  he  went  to  Peoria,  111.,  and  spent 
some  time  in  looking  for  land,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Chicago.    On  the  1st  of  Ai)ril, 
1800,  he  came  to  Jfinnesota,  and  bought  a 
quarter  section  of  land  in  Dodge  county, 
whicii  he  sold  throe  m(niths  later,  and  again 
started  west,  and  spent  some  time  in  looking 
for  a  location.   In  lSO(i  ho  purcliasod  a  farm 
near  Grove  City,  in  Swede  Grove  township, 
this  county,  and  made  that  his  home  for  ton 
years.    In  1870  he  ren^oved  to  where  he  now 
lives,  on  section  4,  Danielson  township,  lie 
now  owns  a  farm  of  200  acres  on  section  4, 
besides  still  owning  his  farm  of  oigiity  acres 
in  Swede  Grove,   lie  has  good  buildings, 
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and  liis  fiirm  is  one  of  tlie  most  valuable  in 
the  townsliip.  IFe  liiusmct  with  a  number  of 
serious  reverses,  but  b^''  his  perseverance,  en- 
tei'prise  anil  industi-y,  he  has  overcome  tliem 
all,  and  is  now  rated  as  one  of  the  solid  and 
substantial  citizens  of  the  county.  In  1877 
he  lost  his  crop  by  the  grasshopper  depreda- 
tions. In  1872  his  buildings  were  destroyed 
by  a  tornado,  he  and  Iiis  wil'o  being  seriously 
injured  and  rendered  insensible  when  the 
house  was  blown  over.  They  both  recovered, 
however. 

In  political  matters  ]\Ir.  Nelson  is  a  dem- 
ocrat. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1867,  Soren  Nelson 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Johnson,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Anna  Johnson.  Tlieir  mar- 
riage has  been  blessed  with  tliree  children,  as 
follows  — Nels  P.,  born  August  12,  1870; 
"William,  horn  September  22,  1872 ;  and 
Charles,  born  Februai'y  21,  1875,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nelson  are  members  of  the  Danish 
Lutheran  Oliuroli.  Eotli  of  tlieni  hold  tlie 
utmost  respect  and  confidence  of  ail  their 
neighbors  and  acquaintances, 

EREiVllAH  LEAMING,  one  of  the  most 
prominent  anil  successful  farmers  in 
Union  Grove  township,  is  a  resident  of  sec- 
tion 34-.  lie  is  a  son  of  George  and  Juliette 
Leamin^,  and  is  a  native  of  Laramie  town- 
ship, Tippecanoe  county,  Ind.  lie  left  the 
parental  roof  when  seventeen  years  old  and 
apprenticed  himself  to  learn  the  cabinet- 
maker's trade,  remaining  as  an  apprentice 
for  thi'ee  years,  after  which  he  worlced  as  a 
journeyman  for  a  year.  lie  then  came  to  St. 
Anthony,  and  for  two  years  worked  at  his 
trade,  after  which,  foi-a  year,  lie  was  employed 
in  a  sash  and  door  factory.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time,  in  company  with  J.  W.  Bassett, 
he  opened  a  wagon,  carriage  and  plow  fac- 


tory, and  also  ran  a  blacksmith  shop  in  con- 
nection. He  continued  this  business  until 
18o7,  wlien  he  sold  out  to  his  partner,  and 
went  to  Monticello,  in  Wright  county,  where 
he  had  charge  of  a  lumber  yard  for  Charles 
ICing  for  nearly  two  years.  In  the  spring  of 
1859  he  ca,me  to  Meeker  county  and  bought 
a  claim  on  sectioty  34,  in  what  is  now  Union 
Grove  township,  of  a  man  named  Judson 
Pearson.  This  is  the  farm  Avhere  he  still 
lives,  and  it  has  been  his  home  ever  since 
with  the  exception  of  four  years  during  the 
Indian  troubles,  a  history  of  which  is  given 
elsewhere.  "When  they  lii'st  heartl  the  news 
of  the  massacre  at  Acton  the  family  went  to 
Forest  City,  and  two  days  later  to  Monti- 
cello,  in  Wright  county.  The  family  re- 
mained there  while  Mi-.  Learning  worked  at 
different  places  as  millwright,  farm  hand, 
and  whatever  else  turned  up.  Upon  the 
close  of  hostilities  the  family  returned  to  tho 
farm,  where  they  have  since  lived.  Mr. 
Learning  has  a  splendid  farm  of  200  acres,  a 
good  share  of  which  is  under  cultivation, 
and  he  devotes  his  attention  to  farming  and. 
stock-raising. 

Mr.  Leaming,  in  sonie  respects  has  been 
very  unfortunate,  anil  lias  had  to  surmount 
dilHcuities  and  misfortunes  which  would  dis- 
courage most  mankind.  lie  was  a  heavy 
loser  on  account  of  the  redskins,  and  also  by 
the  white  men  after  the  trouble  was  over.. 
The  Indians  destroyed  his  grain  and  his  resi- 
dence was  burned  during  his  absence.  It 
was  hard  to  accumulate  anytiiing.  Wheat 
was  only  thirty-five  cents  a  bushel,  eggs  five 
cents  a  dozen,  and  butter  five  cents  a  pound. 
When  the  Indians  drove  him  away  he  was 
almost  penniless,  and  he  was  not  much  better 
off  when  he  returned.  In  1877  the  grass- 
hoppers took  about  all  of  his  crops,  and 
another  year  he  lost  nearly  all  his  grain  by 
hail.  Notwithstanding  the  disadvantages 
with  which  he  had  to  contend,  his  energy 
and  enterprise  have  never  flagged;  and  his. 
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present  comfoi-table  oircuniatances  attest  to 
this  fact. 

Our  subject  lias  taken  an  active  interest  in 
townsliip  matters  and  has  been  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  official  history  of  the  town.  He 
has  held  numerous  local  offices,  including  the 
following:  Assessor,  thii-teen  or  fourteen 
years;  supervisor,  one  year ;  school  treasurer, 
three  years;  and  justice  of  the  peace,  six 
years. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  185Y,  Mr.  Learning 
was  married  to  PhebeW,  Bryant,  a  daugliter 
of  Ambrose  and  Narcissa  (MerrilH  Bryant^ 
and  their  marriage  has  been  blessed  witii  the 
following  children— George  A.,  born  March 
4,  1859;  Ella  J,,  born  December  6,  1860; 
Curtis  M.,  born  January  22,  18C6 ;  Juliette, 
born  February  26,  1^68 ;  and  Clara  B.,  born 
September  4,  1869.  George  A.  is  married  to ' 
Annie  A.  Barrie,  a,nd  lives  on  section  35. 
Ella  J.  married  J.  B.  Tuttle,  and  they  reside 
on  section  20,  Union  Grove. 

Mrs.  Learnings  was  born  in  Kennebec 
county,  Me.  Iler  father  was  a  blacksmith 
when  a  young  man,  but  for  a  great  many 
years  before  he  left  his  native  State  was  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business.  In  1855 
he  came  to  Wright  county,  Minn.,  ajid  en- 
gaged in  fanning,  but  lias  now  retired  and 
resides  at  Buffalo,  Minn. 

Mr.  Learning's  father  was  a  fanner.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  operated  a  pottery  in 
connection  with  liis  farming  operations,  but 
later  sold  that  and  devoted  his  entire  atten- 
tion to  farming  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  ' 
1880.  Mr.  Leaming-'s  mother  now  lives  in 
Jasper  county,  Mo. 

Mr.  Leamin/y  became  a  Mason  when 
twenty-two  yeai'S  of  age,  joining,  at  St. 
Anthony's,  Catai-act  Lodge,  N"o.  2,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  lie  is  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity, 
and  no  one  stands  liiglier,  or  more  fully  holds 
the  resjiect  of  the  community,  than  he.  A 
portrait  of  Mr.  Learning  will  be  found  else- 
wliere  in  this  volume. 


OHN  W.  JOHNSON,  one  of  Litchfield's 
most  enterprising  dealers  in  farm  ma- 
cliinery,  is  a  native  of  Skene,  Sweden,  born 
October  24,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  Die  and 
Hannah  (Ingeman)  Johnson,  also  natives  of 
Sweden.  Yfhen  lie  was  but  nine  years  of 
age,  in  1857,  he  came  to  Meelcer  county  witli 
his  parents,  who  were  among  the  very  first 
settlers  in  Litchfield  townshi]),  and  reniained 
an  inmate  of  the  paternal  homo  until  he  was 
about  twenty  yeni's  old.  In  liis  i)oyl)ood 
days  John  became  quite  an  e.vpert  liunter 
and  trapjier,  shooting  his  first  deer  when 
but  eleven  years  of  age.  The  next  winter 
he  and  his  father  captured  a  full  grown  buck, 
which  he  succeeded  in  fully  taming.  One 
winter  tiie  profits  on  the  fui-s  lie  got  brought 
about  $500. 

"Wlien  he  had  nearly  reached  his  majority, 
he  commenced  raUroad  work  on  the  gi-ade 
through  this  county,  from  Smith  Lake  to  a 
point  three  miles  west  of  where  Litchfield 
now  stands,  as  foreman  of  a  gang  of  men. 
In  1869  lie  went  to  California,  and  renuiined 
on  the  Tacilic  slope,  in  that  beautiful  land  of 
the  sunset,  for  a  year,  after  wliich  lie  re- 
turned to  his  paternal  liome  and  rested  for  a 
short  time.    lie  then  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Northern  Pacific  llailroad,  and  remained 
with  them  one  season.    His  next  venture 
was  in  having  charge  of  the  "J3onanza 
farm,"  of  George  L.  Becker,  of  St  Pan),  now 
Eailroad  Commissioner,  in  Stevens  county, 
for  two  years.   Ileturning  to  Meeker  county, 
Mr.  Johnson  then  purchased  a  farm  of  400 
acres  of  land  in  'the  town  of  Darwin,  300 
acres  of  wliich  is  under  cultivation  and  has 
good  buildings  upon  it.   He  lived  there  until 
1S8C,  when,  leasing  the  place,  he  removed  to 
Litchfield  and  entered  upon  his  present  busi- 
ness.  He  is  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  Swedish  Tempei'ance  Association,  and 
one  of  its  most  active  moiiibei's.   Islv.  John- 
son was  elected  a  nicmhor  of 'the  village 
cnnncil,  on  the  prohibition  ticket,  in  April, 
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1888,  after  a  liartl  contest,  and  now  occupies 
tliat  position. 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  was  united  in 
marriage,  March  29,  1874,  with  Miss  Annie 
Pehrson,  also  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  Jan- 
uary 14,  1854,  and  daughter  of  Peter  Wilson 
and  Bongta  (Wilson)  Pehrson^  who  Avere 
born  in  Sweden,  but  came  to  the  United 
States  in  18G8. 

»-'5S}^*-«^  

DWARD  H.  MURPHY,  a  leading  farm- 
er  of  Manannah  township,  living  on 
section  84-,  is  a  native  of  Carrick-on-Sur, 
County  Tipi)crary,  Ireland,  born  July  5,1830. 
He  remained  a  I'csidcnt  of  his  down-trodden 
and  oppressed  native  la.nd  until  1848,  when 
he  bade  ra.rowoll  to  the  Emerald  Isle  and 
crossed  tlie  sea  to  America.   The  first  year 
he  spent  in  Vermont,  but  with  the  beginning 
of  tiic  year  1849  he  went  to  the  coast  and 
shipped  on  a  United  States  hydrogra])hic 
surveying  cutter,  but  not  being  pleased  with 
his  treatment  left  them  at  ]3oston.   He  fol- 
lowed railroading  for  a  while  in  the  East,  but 
later  coming  West  to  Ohillicothe,  Ohio,  he 
there  carried  on  the  butcher  business  i'or  four 
years.    The  next  six  years  were  spent  as 
foreman  of  a  iiemp  warehouse.    About  the 
year  1854,  he  went  to  Louisiana,  Mo.,  where 
he  remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  tho. 
Rebellion.   In  the  spring  of  1861  lAx.  Mur- 
phy enlisted  in  Ooini)any  D,  Henderson's 
P>rigade,  .l\Iissouri  Infantry,  for  throe  months. 
At  the  exjnration  of  that  time  he  re-enlisted 
in  Company  D,  First  Missouri  Infantry,  a 
six-months'  regiment,  and  participated  in  the 
siege  and  battle  of  Springfield,  Mo.  After 
this  he  enlisted  in  tiie  First  Missouri  Infantry 
for  three  years,  or  the  war.   Ho  was  then 
detailed  for  secret  service  or  espionage,  and 
in  that  capacity  penetrated  the  rebel  lines 
and  traveled  throughout  tiieir  country,  often 
amid  their  armies,  and  always  incurring  the 


greatest  danger,  for  death  by  hanging  is  the 
mildest  penalty  aw.arded  a  detected  spy. 
Mr.  Murphy  was  frequently  arrested  on  sus- 
picion, and  had  many  narrow  escapes.  A 
history  of  his  adventures  would  prove  in- 
teresting reading  and  would  fill  a  volume. 
He  was  brought  by  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
into  close  contact  with  nearly  all  the  general 
officere  in  the  Western  Army.  The  war  over, 
he  was  discharged  from  the  service  with 
strong  recommendations  from  most  of  the 
comnllinders  of  the  Armies  of  the  Tennessee, 
Cumberland  and  Ohio. 

He  was  strongly  persuaded  by  the  mayor 
and  others  to  remain  in  St.  Louis  as  detective, 
but  desiring  to  settle  upon  a  farm,  in  1865 
came  to  Meeker  county  and  took  up  a  home- 
stead, where  he  now  lives. 
•  Our  subject  was  married  in  Ohillicothe, 
Ohio,  May  10,  1852,  to  Miss  Margaret  jCjii::. 
sella,  a  native  of  County  Waterford,  Ire- 
land, who  is  the  mother  of  two  children  — 
James,  living  at  Montevideo,  and  Edward, 
at  home. 

EORGE  B.  WALLER,  Jr.,  the  engineer 
\^pr  of  the  roller  flouring  mill,  at  Litch- 
field, is  a  native  of  Franklin,  ]\[organ  county, 
111.,  born  August  29,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of 
Ueorgo  B.'and  IVIary  S.  (Chestnut)  Waller. 

Honorable  C4eorge'B.  Waller,  Sr.,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  King  and  Queen 
county,  Va ,  in  1804,  and  remained  in  that 
State  until  1815,  when  he  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Lexington,  Ky.,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  acquired  a  great  pro- 
ficiency in  the  machinist's  trade,  Avhich  ho 
had  adopted  in  his  youth,  and  was  an  able 
engineer.  In  1833  he  removed  to  Alton,  111., 
and,duringthatyearmadeatrip,  as  engineer 
of  the  boat  Utility,  to  Fort  Snelling.  In 
1836  he  removed  to  Morgan  county,  111., 
where  he  followed  his  trade  as  machinist, 
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and,  while  there,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  S.  Ohestnut,  He  occui)ied 
a  prominent  position  in  that  part  of  our 
country,  representing  his  district  in  the 
lower  liouse  of  tlie  Illinois  Legislature,  for 
one  terra.  In  186Y  he  removed  "  with  liis 
family  to  Minneapolis,  where  ho  resided  for 
two  years,  and  came  to  where  Litch- 
field now  stands  in  June,  18G9.  lie  had 
previously  purchased  the  noi-thcast  quar- 
ter of  section  11,  in  Litchfield  township, 
knowing  that  a  town  would  be  locjited  in 
this  vicinity,  and,  upon  the  railroad  com- 
ing here,  deeded  an  undivided  one-lialf 
interest  in  150  acres  of  his  land  to  the 
railroad  company  to  plat  a  town  upon, 
and  upon  which  a  part  of  the  original  town- 
site  was  laid  out  in  July,  1869.  He  shipped 
a  house,  whicli  liad  been  gotten  out  in 
Minneapolis,  to  this  point  as  soon  as  the 
trains  were  running,  and  put  up  one  of  tiie 
first  houses  in  the  village,  and  moved  his 
family  Iiere  in  November.  Here  lie  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
July  18,  18Y8.  lie  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  a  devout  Christian, 
and  said,  while  on  liis  dying  bed,  that  ho  had 
never  uttered  an  oatli  in  his  life.  He  left, 
to  mourn  his  loss,  his  widow  and  three  sons 
and  one  daughter.  The  latter  are  as  follows— 
John,  now  grain  inspector,  at  Minneapolis; 
Lizzie,  Mi-s.  H.  M.  Miller,  of  Waverly,  111; 
Henry,  of  Litchfield,  and  George  15.,  Jr.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  The  mother  of  the 
family,  after  residing  here  until  1884,  re- 
turned to  Morgan  county,  111.,  where  she 
now  lives. 

George  B.,  Jr.,  made  liis  home  witli  his 
parents  until  after  his  father's  death,  and 
the  removal  of  his  mother  from  this  place. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  commenced 
his  apprenticesliip  to  the  calling  of  engineer, 
which  he  now  follows ;  and  on  tlie  1st  of 
January,  1888,  took  charge  of  the  engine  of 
Shaw  &  Elder's  Eoller  Flouring  Mill.   He  is 


a  "member  of  Golden  Fleece  Lodge,  No.  89, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

The  marriage  of  George  B.  Waller,  Jr., 
and  Miss  Etta  Dowman,  of  Dasscl,  took 
place  November  ]  6,  1S80. 

fOHN  JOHNSON,  one  of  the  most  jictive 
and  enterprising  young  business  men  of 
the  village  of  Dassel,  is  engaged  in  the  sale 
of  agricultural  machinery.  Ho  is  Swedish 
by  birth,  and  was  born  in  1853.  His  parents, 
Daniel  and  Bratta  Johnson  were  natives,  also, 
of  Sweden,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in 
18T1,  with  the  natural  desire  to  better  their 
condition  in  life.  The  family  settled  on  sec- 
tion 2,  ColJinwood  township,  wliere  they 
purchased  land  of  the  i:ailroad  company. 
Sliortly  after  they  got  settled  in  their  new 
home,  and  the  aifaii's  of  the  farm  began  to 
go  along  swimmingly,  the  subject  of  this 
slcetch  left  tlic  i)ai'ontal  roof  iind  found  em- 
ploymontwith  the  Northern  racilicIJailroad 
Company,  and  followed  that  lino  of  business 
with  varied  success,  off  and  on,  for  a  jwriod 
covering  some  si.\  or  seven  years.  Growing 
tired  at  hist  of  that  life  Mr.  Jolinson  finally 
abandoned  it,  and  locating  in  the  rising  vil- 
lage of  Dassel,  the  second  important  place  in 
the  county,  entered  into  the  farm  implement 
business  which  he  still  carries  on.  In  con- 
nection with  this  he  is,  also,  the  approved 
agent  tor  sewing  machines,  and  has  a  wide 
reputation  in  the  vicinity  for  liis  honorable 
dealing. 

Mr.  Jolinson  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
September,  1876,  with' !Miss  Alice  Fordcr, 
daughter  of  AVilliam  and  !Mary  Fordcr,  of 
OoUinwood.  By  this  marriage  there  have 
been  born  three  children — AVilliam  K.,  Ben- 
jamin F.  and  John  E. 

Mr.  Johnson  lias  jilway.s  manifestod  con- 
siderable interest  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
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as  a  citizen,  juid,  being  elected  town  clerk  in 
1882,  Avas  I'e-eloctctl  \iy  an  api)roving  constit- 
uency for  several  tei'ins,  serving  jive  consecu- 
tive years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ookato 
Lodge,  No.        A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

^^|"RS.  MARTHA  BOWEN,  late  of 
J^J^^  Litchfield,  was  a  descendant  of  the 
Puritans,  who  preferred  the  wilds  of  Amer- 
ica, its  privations,  toil  and  dangers,  with  free- 
dom to  worship  God,  to  comfort  and  luxury 
in  a  land  Avhere  tyrants  ruled.  The  progeni- 
tors of  Mrs,  Eowon  wei-e  driven  by  religious 
persecution  from  England,  and  fled  to  Hol- 
land. As  soon  as  practicable  they  returned 
to  England,  having  decided  to  leave  the  Old 
World  and  its  strife  for  the  New  Woi-ld 
acro.ss  the  Atlantic  wave.  Tlicy  sailed  for 
Plymoutii,  Mass.,  in  the  vessel  following  tiie 
Mayflower.  Mi-s.  Martha  BoweUj  daughter 
of  Tiniotliy  and  Ruth  Wells  Hatcli,  was  born 
in  Kent,  Conn.,  December  14,  1T83.  The 
fiithei-  of  Mrs.  Bowen_w{is  a  bi-ave  soldier  in 
the  llevolutionary  War.  He  loved  God  and 
freedom,  and  proved  the  soundness  of  his 
principles  by  warring  against  despotism. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  zeal  of  the  family  in 
the  cause  of  Jiboi-ty — when  it  was  impossible 
to  obtain  sufficient  firearms  for  tiie  soldiers, 
the  grandfather.  Styles  Wells,  made  a  large 
number  of  iron  flails  and  sent  them  to  our 
defenseless  soldiers,  bidding  them,  in  God's 
name,  use  them  bi-iive!y  against  the  foes  of 
our  country.  When  the  war  was  ended  and 
peace  declared,  Timothy  Hatch,  father  of 
Mrs.  Bowen,  left  his  home  in  Connecticut  to 
build  up  a  new  home  in  the  almost  ])atiilcss 
wilds  of  Ne.w  Xork.  One  hnndi-ed  and  five 
years  ago  there  might  have  been  seen  in  the 
wilderness  of  Now  York-  a  father  a,nd  his 
daugiiter  witii  her  wee  babe,  wending  their 
way  on  liorseljack,  then  the  oidy  safe  method 
of  traveling  in  the  unsettled  countiy.  That 


father  was  accompanying  his  daughter  to 
her  husband  and  the  new  home  prepared  for 
her  in  "the  West"— Central  Ncav  York! 
The  babe  became  Mrs.  Bowcn,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  Iii  Duanesbftirg  our  pioneer 
soldier  lived  until  eight  children  surrounded 
the  festal  board.  By  frugality  and  industry, 
sufficient  means  had  been  accumulated  to 
gi-atify  the  wish  of  the  ambitious  members 
of  the  family  for  a  change.  To  Chenango 
county,  N.  Y.,  to  the  region  afterward 
named  Sherburne,  the  father  removed.  In 
this  town,  now  noticeable  for  its  beautiful 
homes,  its  line  residences  and  its  costly  pub- 
lic edifices,  one  could  hardly  imagine  that 
not  long  ago  bands  of  wild  Indians  roved  at 
will;  that  the  thick  woodland  almost  shut 
out  the  light  of  the  noonday  sun  and  the 
light  of  the  stars  by  night. 

In  a  home  where  God  Aviia  honored  by  par- 
ents and  children,  a  home  of  much  mature 
refinement  and  intellectual  culture,  in  the 
sunshine  of  worldly  prosperity,  Martha  Hatch 
was  reared  and  grew  into  womanhood.  In 
the  eighteenth  year  of  her  age  she  married 
Luther  Bowen,  a  jgentlcman  frOjn  Litchfield, 
Conn,,  whose  intelligence,  integrity  and  zeal 
in  every  good  work  made  him  a  fit  compan-  ^ 
ion  for  the  noble  maiden,  Mr.  Bowen  was  * 
for  thirty  years  a  merchant  and  engaged  in 
various  avocations  which  would  have  ab- 
sorbed tiie  time  and  strength  of  a  man  less 
philanthropic  and  religious;  but  in  the  whirl 
of  busy  life  he  found  time  to  assist  in  laying 
well  the  foundations  of  tlie  society  in  wiiicii 
his  family  moved.  Nor  were  his  oiforts 
bounded  by  his  own  town;  with  the  ever 
ready  help  of  his  wife,  assistance  was  often 
rendered  to  poor,  but  jn-omising  young  men 
and  women  to  gain  an  education.  The  poor, 
friendless  and  suffering  never  called  in  vain 
upon  liis  family  for  help.  Si.\  orphans  at  one 
time  shared  the  fireside  with  the  eiglit  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowen.  Eare  was  the 
year  when  needy  ones  u-ere  not  sheltered 
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beneath  the  roof -tree.  The  abih'ty  to  do 
good  was,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  enlai'ged 
and  continued  down  to  the  death  of  tlie  hon- 
ored husband.  In  all  the  sad  cluinges  and 
bereavements  of  her  life,  Mrs.  Eowcn  mani- 
ifested  a  fortitude  founded  upon  a  lioly  con- 
fidence in  God.  Tlie  purity  and  simplicity 
of  her  life  was  not  changed  by  circumstances, 
only,  us  she  drew  nearer  her  final  home,  she 
seemed  purified  from  earthl}'  dross.  In  May, 
1871,  Mrs,  Bo  wen  came  to  Litchfield  in  com- 
pany witli  her  son,  M.  D.  Bowen,  to  make 
this  town  her  home.  Iler  extreme  age  did 
not  lessen  her  interest  in  passing  events. 
Her  memory  down  to  the  last  days  of  her 
life  was  unimpaired.  For  seventy-five  years 
Mrs.  Bowen  was  a  member  of  the  church, 
Avliere  slie  was  chiiracterized  by  her  energy 
and  liberal  zeah  She  died  in  Litchfield,  Jan- 
uary 19,  187G,  in  tiie  ninety-tliird  year  of 
her  age.  Iler  long  pilgrimage  is  ended ;  her 
crown  is  won. 

J^ICHAEL  MURPHY.  One  of  the 
_^JSj_^^  large  land  owners  and  prosperous 
farmers  of  Kingston  townsliip,  is  the  above 
gentleman,  who  lives  upon  section  28,  wliere 
his  house  is  surrounded  by  liis  fine  farm  of 
GiO  aci'es,  Mr,  Mui'pliy  is  a  native  of 
County  Kerry,  Ireland,  born  Januaiy  G, 
1835,  and  was  reared  among  the  beautiful 
scenery  of  tluit  part  of  the  lovely  island, 
until  about  nineteen  years  of  ag",  when  he 
came  to  Amei-ica,  landing  at  Quebec,  Can- 
ada. Fj'om  there  he  made  his  Avay  to  Eut- 
land,  Vt.,  where  he  spent  eight  years,  in  the 
stone  and  marble  works,  and  from  tliere 
came  to  Meeker  county  in  May,  18G2,  in 
company  with  .Daniel  Byrnes^  and  lias  been 
a  resident  ever  since. 

Our  subject  was  married,  January  7, 1800, 
to  Miss  Catherine  Clifford,  who  became  the 
mother  of   eleven  children,  as  follows  — 


"William,  Timothy,  Morris,  Julia,  John, 
Ellen,  Norah,  Michael  (died  August  30, 
1871),  Joseph,  Charles,  and  Dennis.  Wil- 
liam is  the  only  one  married,  the  rest  are 
living  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Murphy'  is  a  democrat,  and 
having  the  cause  of  education  at  heart,  lias 
served  for  nine  years  as  clerk  of  school  dis- 
trict No.  1.  He  is  giving  a  large  sliare  of 
his  attention  to  stock  and  also  to  grain  rais- 
ing. 

— ❖-S^i^'-^^  

/J^LA  JOHNSON,  a  respected  farmer  of 
Darwin  townsliip,  residing  on  section 
19,  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  September 
10,  1827,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Cecelia 
Johnson.  He  wtis  reared  among  the  wild 
native  scenery  of  the  land  of  his  birth,  and 
there  grew  to  nianhootl.  In  18^9  he  mar- 
ried Hannah  Ingcrman,  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Ellen  J[ngeiwn>  "■"^^  '"^  1858,  talcing  his 
wife  and  five  children  ho  bade  adieu  to  the 
fatherland  and  sailed  for  America.  lie  land- 
ed at  New  York  July  1,  1858,  but  did  not 
remain  there,  coining  direct  to  .Meeker 
county,  Minn.,  arriving  in  Litchfield  township 
in  the  month  .of  August.  He  at  once  took 
up  a  claim  of  ItiO  acres  of  land  in  section  1-t, 
on  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Litchlield. 
Here  he.  built  a  house  and  coiiimonceil  to  de- 
velo])  his  farm.  Soon  caine  the  Indian 
troubles  of  18(52.  He  was  warned,  on  the 
night  of  August  17th,  that  the  redskins  wore 
out  engaged  in  butchering  the  jioaceful  and 
defenseless  settlers,  and  the  next  day,  after 
heliiiiig  bury  the  murdered  people  in  Acton, 
and  assisting  in  the  iiujuest,  ho  took  his  I'lim- 
ily  to  St.  Paul,  he  and  hi.s  oldest  son  then  re- 
turning to  their  home.  Still  fciiring  the  red- 
skins, tlio  settlers  were  comiielloil  to  throw 
up  afortilieation  around  I^lr.  .lolmson's  house. 
Some  ten  families  were  here  at  the  time,  ail 
of  thenien  woiking  on  the  fortification.  This 
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WIS  Imilt  of  logs  rind  rails  and  banlcccl  up 
inside  with  dirt  and  surrounded  Ijy  a  deep 
<litcli.   When  tlie  trouble  Avas  about  over, 
Mr.  Johnson,  aftci-  losing  everything  lie  had 
n-ent  to  St.  J'aul,  wiicro  liis' family  made 
tlicir  lioitic  for  sonic  oigliteen  montlis.  After 
l)eaco  liad  once   more   settled   upon  the 
\}on\(iv,  he  brought  liis  family  baciv  and  has 
made  this  county  Jiis  home"  ever  since,  ex- 
cept one  .year  sjient  in  tlie  "  Golden  State." 
Mr.  Johnson  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  are 
Ji  ving  but  one.    Tliey  are— Joim,  who  mar- 
ried Anna  Pctci-son,  and  is  living  in  Litch- 
field ;  Ellen,  the  wife   of  Hon.  Andrew 
liTelson,  of  Litclifield ;  Andrew  married  Miss 
Josie  Viren^  and  lives  near  his  father;  Sarali, 
Mrs.  John  Jjirch,  living  in  Litchfield  ;  Mary, 
wljo  mairied  Henry  Wilson,  is  a  resident  of 
Porthmd,  Ore. ;  Elizabeth,  who  is  living  at 
liomc  with  her  parents;  Emily,  the  wiTe  of 
P>.  Peter  Nelson,  of  Litchfield;  Edward  S., 
w])o  owns  the  a,(lJoining  farm  to  his  father's 
but  lives  at  liomc;  Abram  P.,  living  in  Port- 
hind,  Ore.;  Jo.sephine.Ts^than  and  WillieS., 
atliome  with  their  parents,  and  Annie,  who 
died  in  ISO!). 

In  18C9  Ml-.  Johnson  sold  his  farm,  and 
with  his  family  removed  to  California,  but 
one  year  later  returned  to  Jleeker  county 
and  pnrchascd  his  present  place,  which  con- 
tains 440  aci-es. 


ARK  GATES.    Foremost  among  the 


_  _  band  of  rugged  ])ionecrs  that 
dared  to  penetrate  through  the  "  Big  Woods  " 
and  to  plant  beyond  tlieir  shade  the  banner 
of  civilization,  was  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  article,  lie  came  to  Meeker 
county  in  1850,  and  upon  tlie  liling  of  bis 
claim  in  April  of  that  year,  wont  ba<!k  to 
Maine,  wliere  he  Avas  married,  and  returned 
and  settled  upon  his  land  that  same  j^ear. 


This  property,  which  he  still  possesses,  and 
wiiere  he  now  lives  is  located  upon  section 
20,  Kingston  township. 

Mr.  Gates  is  a  native  of  Washington 
county,  Me.,  born  December  22,  1827,  and 
is  the  son  of  lifark  and  Mary  (Parmer-)  Gates. 
He  was  reared  among  his  native  hills  and 
there  secured  the  education  which  is  the  I6t 
of  every  New  England  boy,  and  was 
employed  at  agricultural  pursuits  in  that 
locality  until  1855.  In  the  fall  of  that  year, 
leaving  the  old  settlements,  he  pushed  out 
into  the  groat  West,  then  for  the  most  part 
an  unknown  land,  and  reached  Minnesota 
in  the  spring  of  1850,  as  related  above. 

On  his  return  to  Maine  for  his  bride  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
^Cates^  a  native  of  the  "  Pine  Tree  State," 
and  the  daughter  of  Asa  and  Maria  (Par- 
jncr)  Cates^  the  father  a  ship  carpenter  by 
trade.  The  lady  comes  of  a  race  of  hardy 
mariners  tiiat  so  abound  in  the  ports  of  that 
iron-boimd  coast,  two  of  her  brothers"  being 
captains  in  the  merchant  marine  to-day, 
while  a  thii'd  brother  died  while  upon  a  voy- 
age. By  their  mari-iage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gates 
have  been  tiie  parents  of  ten  children  — 
Willie  If.,  Gharles  P.,  Ililman  L.,  Mary  A., 
now  Mrs.  Warren  Saulsbury  ;  A.  V.,  Lizzie, 
deceased  September  6,  18T7;  Frank,  who 
died  September  5,  1877 ;  Frederick ;  Jennie; 
and  Maud,  who  died  March  30,  1880. 

In  liis  politics  Mr.  Gates  affiliates  with 
the  republican  party,  believing  that  in  its 
principles  lies  the  surest  guarantees  for  our 
national  prosperity. 


JTONAS  RUDBERG,  one  of  the  former 
P  prominent  citizens  of  the  village  of  Bas- 
se!, but  now  deceased,  was  a  native  of  the 
far-away  kingdom  of  Sweden,  who  came  to 
Meeker  county  in  1869,  and  located  in  Dassel 
on  a  farm,  with  his  brother  John,  now  one 


MEEKER  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


441 


of  the  influential  citizens  of  the  county.  In 
1872  Jonas  entered  the  village  and  Avent  into 
trade,  and  remained  at  the  head  of  the  drug 
business  of  Dassel  until  February,  1885, 
when,  starting  to  visit  his  native  land,  died 
at  Philadelphia,  on  his  way  to  Sweden.  His 
family  are  still  residents  of  the  villa^je. 

XOHN  RODANGE,  one  of  tiio  enterpris- 
ing  and  progressive  business  men  of 
Litchfield,  is  a  native  of  the  Clrand  Duchy  of 
Luxemburg,  born  among  its  vine  clad  liills, 
and  neai' tlie  classic  waters  of  the  beautiful 
river  Khine,  February  25,  1839.  He  re- 
mained beneath  tlie  roof  of  his  parents,  John 
and  Mary  (Leonard)  Eodange,  spending  his 
time  in  acquiring  an  education  in  tlie  schools 
and  under  private  tutors  until  he  had  attained 
his  sixteentii  year,  at  wliicli  time  he  entered 
a  linen  factory,  where  he  passed  some  three 
years.  The  succeeding  tAvelve. months  were 
spent  as  book-keeper  in  tlieoflicoof  the  same 
establishment,  al'ter  which  he  entered  tlie 
employ  of  a  large  government  and  raiiroiid 
contractor  as  clerk,  with  whom  lie  remained 
three  years.  Mr.  Eodange,  after  serving 
nearly  three  years  more  as  boolc-lfoeper  and 
traveling  salesman  for  a  woolen  mill,  deter- 
mined to  seek  in  the  NewAVorUl  the  field 
for  his  efforts  toward  a  competency,  and  ac- 
cordingly, in  18{)4,  crossed  the  ocean,- landing 
in  New  York,  from  wlience  lie  proceeded 
direct  to  Chicago.  From  there  he  went  into^ 
the  Wisconsin  pineries,  spending  some 
time  at  various  occupations  until  180G,  when 
he  took  charge  of  a  general  mercliandise 
store  as  liead  clerk,  wliere  he  i-eniiiined  for  a 
time,  and  then  removed  to  Aurora,  111. 
After  a  year  passed  in  that  city,  he  went  to 
Cascade,  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  where  lie 
operated  a  bre^very  for  a  year  or  two,  and 
tljen  took  up  farming.  One  year's  experi- 
ence of  that  mode  of  life  having  convinced 


him  that  it  did  not  suit  him,  he  sold  out  and 
removed  back  to  Aurora,  where  he  went  into 
a  wholesale  liquor  store.  There  lie  remained 
for  five  years,  when  his  wife's  liealth  failing, 
became  to  Litchfield,  ]\[inn.,  arriving  there 
in  the  fall  of  18TG.  lie  ccmunenced  in  the 
saloon  business,  and  remained  in  that  line 
until  1882,  when  he  sold  out  and  established 
the  Litchfield  Bottling  Works,  wliere  he  is 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of 
carbonate  beverages.  Mr.  Hod  an  go  was 
also  engaged  in  the  wholesale  disposal  of 
Milwaukee  beer  iintil  1887,  which  he  carried 
on  in  connection  with  his  other  business. 

Wx.  Ilpdange  was  very  active  in  the  pro- 
motion of  tlie  woolen  mill  company  and  the 
erection  of  the  factory,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  directors  and  first  treasm-er  and  secre- 
tary of  the  association.  In  1888  he  was 
made  general  manager,  and  holds  that  oifice 
and  that  of  secretary  at  the  present  writ- 
ing. He  is  largely  interested  in  real  estate 
in  Litchfield  and  its  environs,  owning  one 
of  the  finest  I'csidcnccs  in  the  city,  besides 
other  property  and  200  acres  of  fine  farm 
land. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  May 
9,  18G7,  with  Miss  ]\[argai-et  Nickels^  a  native 
of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lu-K;emburg,  and 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Susana  (Michaelis) 
Nickels,  of  Aurora,  111.  Py  this  marriage 
there  have  been  born  a  faiiiily  of  seven  chil- 
dren— Peter,  \\\\q  is  a  cleric  in  Stevens  & 
Co.'s  Bank  ;  Susie,  John,  Edilie,  Henry,  Mary 
and  Louisa. 

Mr.  Podangq  has  been  prominently  idonti- 
with  the  growth  and''devciopment  of  Litch- 
field's business  interests,  and  stands  high  in 
the  estiimition  of  all.  lie  is  a  shrewd  and 
careful  business  man,  of  the  strictest  integ- 
rity, and  is  a  true  representative  of  the 
best  business  element  in  tiiis  part  of  the 
State.  A  good  poitrait  of  ]^[r.  Podaiige  will 
be  found  in  another  departuient  of  this 
Ai.nuM. 
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i^HARLES  MAGNUS  GUMAELIUS,  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Litclifiekl  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Stockliolm,  SAveden,  July 
14,  1820.  His  father,  Carl  M.  Guniaelius. 
was  for  inanj'  years  a  captain  in  the  Swedish 
army,  and  died  in  1832.  Charles  spent  liis 
boyhood  on  his  fatlier's  farm,  and  was  edu- 
cated at  Strangnes  lligli  Scliool,  continuing 
liis  studies  for  several  years  afterward,  and 
layingupagooilly  store  of  useful  knowledge. 
In  1855  he  was  married  to  Anna  Forsberg^, 
daughter  of  Charles  Forsbcrg,  who  was  for 
many  years  an  officer  of  court  in  the  royal 
palace  at  Stockliolm.  Mr.  and  !Mrs.  Gumae- 
lius  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  all  of 
whom  have  grown  to  manhood  and  live  on 
the  ho!"»^  farm,  near  Litchfield —  Cliarles 
l^Iagnus,  born  July  23,  1850;  Axle,  born 
Fcbi'uaiy  4,  185!) ;  and  Ilcnning,  born  July 
25,  18(i2.  Tlie  family  came  to  America  in 
1873,  and  settled  in  Meeker  county,  and 
have  continued  to  reside  here  ever  since, 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising. 

L..GR1NDALL,  deceased,  formerly  one 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  Cos- 
mos township,  had  his  home  on  section  20. 
lie  came  to  this  county  in  1870,  and  iiled  a 
homestead  claim  upon  this  piece  of  land, 
containing  ICO  acres,  upon  which  he  did  some 
breaking,  erected  a  house,  moved  his  family 
into  it  and  made  it  his  home  until  his  death. 
He  was  born  in  Penobscot,  Me.,  in  1816,  and 
tliei'c  received  hi.s  education  and  there  grew 
to  manhood.  Ho  followed  farming  and  lum- 
bering for  man}'  years  in  the  State  of  his  na- 
tivity and  until  coming  "West.  When  ho  Avas 
about  twenty-two  yeai-sof  ago  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Orcutt,  also 
a  native  of  the  State  of  Maine,  who  stillsur- 
vives  him,  making  her  home  with  her  son 
Hiram.  Mr.  Grindall  departed  this  life 
October  17, 1887,  leaving,  to  mourn  their  loss, 


his  bereaved  widow  and  five  children.  Mr. 
Grindall  was  always  connected  with  every 
movement  looking  to  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity, and  was  one  of  the  truly  good  and 
Christian  men  that  are  so  beneficial,  both  in 
example  and  precept.  He  was  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him. 

HiKAM  Grindall,  the  youngest  son  of  E. 
L.  and  Caroline  (Orcutt)  Grindall,  is  living 
upon  the  homestead  wliere  his  father  settled 
in  18Y0.  He  was  born  in  Penobscot,  Me.,  in 
1803,  and  since  his  birth  has  always  been 
with  his  parents.  Sinceattaining his  majority 
he  has  taken  charge  of  the  farm,  and  by  dili- 
gence, industry  and  business  abilit}',  has 
brought  a  portion  of  it  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  The  balance,  which  is  wood- 
land and  pasture,  has  its  uses,  and  the  im- 
provements are  excellent. 

MEAROLD  KITTELSON,  of  Acton  town- 
Ml  ship,  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Meeker 
county.  He  was  born  in  Norway,  on  tlie  8th 
of  February,  1840,  and  .came  to  the  United 
States  in  1840,  with  liis  parents,  Kittel  and 
Carrie  Haroldson.  They  settled  upon  a  farm 
in  Rock  county,  Wis.,  where  they  remained 
until  185'(,  when  they  removed  to  Meeker 
county,  Miijn.  Harold  remained  with  his 
parents  until  1804,  wlien  he  moved  onto  a 
fai'm  of  149  acres  on  section  24,  Acton  town- 
ship, which  he  purchased  of  his  father  for 
$800.  '  He  has  since  bought  additional  land, 
until  he  now  has  319  acres  in  all,  a  good 
share  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  In  18T4 
lie  erected  a  story-and-a-half  residence,  24x32 
feet  in  size,  and  in  1880  built  an  addition 
18x20  feet  in  dimensions.  In  1884 he  built  a 
large  barn,  with  a  basement,  and  besides 
these,  hiis  other  substantial  farm  buildings. 
On  the  25th  of  Jul}"-,  1803,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  ]\faiiha  Paulson.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Mathias  and  Mary  Paulson,  and  was  born  in 
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Noru'ay  July  18, 1835.  Her  father,  Matliias 
Paulson,  with  his  family,  five  in  number, 
Avere  included  in  the  first  party  of  emigrants 
that  ever  started  for  America  from  Saelboe, 
South  Tljrontlhjems,  Arnt,  Norway,  May  18, 
1857,  and  landed  in  Quebec,  Canada.  The 
family  traveled  partly  by  railroad  and  the 
balance  of  the  way  Avith  team,  to  Berry, 
Compton  county,  Canada  East,  where  they 
settled  June  22,  1857.  In  tiie  spi-ing  of  1860 
Martha  came  witii  her  brother  Paul  to  St. 
Paul,  Minn.j  and  in  the  fall  of  1861  she  came 
to  Meeker  county,  where  her  parents  had 
settled  in  the  fall  of  1860. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kittelson's  marriiige  lias 
been  blessed  with  the  following  children — 
Carrie,  born  April  3, 18G1: ;  Carl,  born  August 
26,  1866;  Mathias,  born  December  1,  1869 ; 
John,  born  May  31,  1873,  died  in  September, 
1874;  Hannah  M.,  born  Feltruary  1,1877; 
and  Nellie  Christina,  born  March  12,  1879, 
died  September  12,  1S79.  Mr.  Kittelson  was 
living  with  his  parents  when  the  Indian  out- 
break of  1862  began,  and  lie  was  one  of  tiie 
first  settlers  to  see  Jones  aftei-  that  unfoi'- 
tunate  pioneer  was  murdered.  He  was  also 
present  when  Jones  and  the  otlier  victims 
were  buried,  and  with  his  team  hauled  from 
Litchfield  the  first  base  of  the  monument 
which  now  marks  tiieir  last  resting-place. 
Mrs.  Kittelson  was  also  here  during  that 
eventful  period,'  and  was  at  work  in  the  fam- 
ily of  A.  C.  Smith  at  the  time  the  attack  was 
made  on  Forest  City.  Smith  came  in  that 
night  while  she  was.  clearing  off  the  supper 
dishes,  and  stated  that  he  believed  an  attack 
would  be  made  that  night,  directing  her  to 
go  at  once  to  the  stockade.  She  desireil, 
however,  to  stay  until  she  had  finished  her 
Avork,  but  Smith  explained  that  she  could 
finish  the  Avork  in  the  morning  if  she  was 
alive.  She  therefore  threw  a  quilt  ovei'  her 
head  for  a  shawl,  and  went  to  the  stockade, 
and,  not  realizing  the  approaching  danger, 
went  peacefully  to  sleep.    The  same  night 


the  attaclc  was  made,  and  for  a  time  all 
thouglit  that  the  Day  of  Judgment  had  come. 
In  the  morning  she  found  that  Smith's  advice 
had  saved  her  life,  as  the  Indians  had,  in  the 
meantime,  been  to  the  vacated  house  un<l 
stolen  all  they  could  carry  off,  and  set  it  on 
fire,  but  the  blaze  had  died  out  before  much 
damage  was  done.  A  full  account  of  the 
liidian  troubles  is  given  elsewhere  in  tiiis 
A'oliime,  so  it  is  unnecessar\'  to  go  furtlierin 
detail  in  this  connection. 

ipTAMLET  STEVENS,  the  senior  partner 
in  the  banking  lirm  of  Stevens  &  Co., 
is  one  of  the  oUlestsetl lei's  in  IMcekcr  county, 
and  has  watched  its  growth  from  a  stale  of 
wilderness  to  its  i)resent  prosi)erous  condi- 
tion, lie  was  born  in  West  ilawkcsbury, 
Canada,  August  16,  1S30,  iuid  is  the  son  of 
Samuel  and  Annie  (Wliitcoiiib)  Stevens,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Vermont.  In  his 
early  manhood  the  eider  Jfr.  Stevens  went 
to  Canachi,  where  lie  was  ctigaged  for  many 
years  following  hi.s  trade,  whicli  was  milling, 
and  was  tliere  nuirried,  and  there  made  his 
home  until  he  passed  to  the  silent  chambers 
of  the  dead. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  memoir  was  I'eai'ed  and 
educated  in  the  county  of  his  nativity,  and 
as  he  reached  maturer  years,  learned  the 
carpentering  trade,  and  worked  at  that  and 
millwrighting  until  coming  here.  At  tlie 
age  of  twcnty-si.x,  in  October,  1S56,  ho  left 
his  Canadian  home,  and  following  the  tide 
of  emigration  Avhich  was  llowing  westward, 
and  as  the  bulk  of  the  people  were  coming 
to  Minnesota,  he,  too,  came  to  tlie  "  Kortii 
Star  State."  He  remained  that  wintei-  at 
Hastings,  where  ho  was  em])loyed  at  his 
trade,  working  on  the  hotel  building,  but  in 
the  spring  of  1857  came  to  Meeker  county, 
where  he  iiasever  since  made  his  home,  and 
lias  been  identified  ivitli  its  history.  In  the 
summer  of  1863  he  was  ai)pointed  to  fill  the 
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olfico  of  register  of  deeds,  left  viicant  by  tlie 
dciitli  of  Tlioiiiiis  Skinner,  and  was  elccto(]  to 
the  same  office  at  tlie  ex])ir.ation  of  tlie  term. 
In  tlie  autumn  of  1871  he  was  <a  candidate 
for  the  ])osition  of  county  treasnrei-,  elected 
and  served  therein  until  the  spring  of  1873. 
ITa\'ing-  been  chosen  count}'  auditor  by  tiie 
peojjle,  in  the  spring  of  1875,  ho  entered 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that 
oliice  and  remained  there  until  the  s])ring  of 
18Ti).  The  fact  that  a  democrat  of  his  pro- 
nounced ty})e  held  any  oiHce  in  a  republican 
county,  is  a  fair  criterion  of  the  estimation 
in  which  he  has  always  been  held  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  community.  In  June, 
1888,  he  was  in  attendance  upon  the  Demo- 
cratic National  Convention,  at  St.  Louis,  as 
one  of  the  alternates  from  this  district. 

Mr.  Stevens,  during  the  tragic  days  of  the 
Indian  troubles  of  1802,  joined  the  Meeker 
County  Guards,  aiul  was,  at  once,  elected 
second  lieutenant  of  the  company,  and  served 
with  them,  as  detailed  elsewhere,  until  it  was 
disbanded.  It  lias  been  justly  said  by  the 
older  residents  that  to  Iiim  is  due  the  ci'cdit, 
in  a  lai'ge  measure,  of  finishing  the  stockade 
the  day  it  was  done,  and  which  was  so  neces- 
sary before  the  dawn  of  the  next  .morning. 
On  the  dispersion  of  Captain  Whitcomb's 
company  ]\[r.  Stevens  enlisted  in  the  United 
States'  service  and  wont  to  Fort  Snelling,but 
was  rejected  on  examination,  as  unfit  for  the 
purposes  of  war,  and  then  returned  to  Forest 
City,  and  there  resided  until  the  I'omoval  of 
the  county  seat  to  Litcliiield,  wlien  he  came 
hither  himself.  After  the  expiration  of  his 
term  as  ti-easurer  Mr.  Stevens  made  a  trip 
through  New  Mexico  and  Colorado,  and 
some  time  after  Jiis  return  to  Litciifiold 
started  the  baidcing  business,  in  company 
Avith  II.  S.  Ijraidunn,  Avliich  still  is  continued 
by  them.  jMr.  Stevens  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Masoiiic  fraternitj'-,  being  the  scribe 
or  secretary  of  all  three  bra.nches,  and  is  one 
of  the  vestrymen  of  the  Episcojial  church. 


ATHAN  C.  CASWELL,  one  of  the 
_  if^  earliest  pioneers  of  the  county,  is  still 
a  resident  of  Manannali  township,  where  he 
settled  in  1856,  on  section  31.  He  is  a  native 
of  Brompton,  Sherbrooke  county,  Canada, 
born  August  28,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of. 
Carlos  and  Anna  (Wakelieid)  Caswell,  the 
former  a  native  of  "Guildhall,  Vt.,  born 
March  11,  1798,  and  was  the  son  6f  Nathan 
Caswell,  one  of  the  Revolutionary  heroes 
from  the  "  Green  Mountain  State."  Caflos 
Caswell  went  to  Canada  when  a  child,  and 
made  it  his  liome  until  1855.  lie  wedded 
Miss  Anna  Wakefield,  a  native  of  Yermont, 
born  April  8,  1801.  lie  came  to  Meeker 
county  in  1856,  and  here  made  his  home 
until  August  31,  1871,  when  he  passed  to  his 
reward. 

Nathan  0.  Caswell,  wliose  younger  days 
were  passed  among  the  scenes  of  his  birth, 
came  to  the  State  in  1855,  locating  at  Monti- 
cello.  November  15th  of  that  year  he,  with 
others,  started  and  made  a  trip  through  this 
county,  as  detailed  in  another  chapter.  la 
tiie  summer  of  1850  he,  with  others,  came 
here  and  permanently  located,  and  from  that 
date  Jiave  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  town  and  county's  iiiterests.  lie  started 
for  Pike's  Peaic,  at  the  time  of  the  excite- 
ment, with  others,  but  in  Nebraska,  learning 
the  state  of  .affairs,  he  returned  part  of  the 
way,  stopping  at  Nebraska  City,  Neb.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  teaming  for  an  army  con- 
tractor, lie  returned,  after  a  while,  to  his 
home,  and  has  since  lived  here.  He  is  one  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  the  county,  has 
worthily  filled  several  important  olFices,  and 
is  at  present  one  of  tiie  board  of  county  com- 
missioners. At  one  time  in  his  life,  in  1859, 
he  filled  the  position  of  fireman  on  a  lower 
Mississi])pi  river  steamboat  to  the  satisfaction 
of  his  employers,  and  has  ever  since  given  the 
strongest  proofs  of  his  loyalty  to  the  inter- 
ests committed  to  his  charge. 

July  27, 1861,  Nathan  C.  Caswell  was  united 
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in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Welcli,  a 
native  of  JS'ew  Brunswick,  and  daughter  of 
John  "Welch,  of  Stearns  county,  now  deceased. 
By  this  marriage  there  liave  heen  boi-n  two 
children — Setii  C,  born  at  Monticello,  Wright 
county,  November  19,  1SC3,  who  married 
Lillian  M.,  duugiiter  of  Nathan  "\V.  Oaswell, 
born  at  Broinpton,  Canada,  September  1, 
1866.  Their  mari'iage  took  place  November 
27,  188i,  and  they  have  one  child — Gertrude 
Emma,  born  October  1,  188G.  The  otlier 
child  of  N.  0.  Caswell  was  Mark  J.,  who  was 
born  Febi'uary  26, 18T-2,  and  died  February 
20,  1881. 

Natlian  C.  Caswell,  our  subject,  is  one  of 
the  most  proininent  citizens .m  the  northei-n 
portion  of  the  countyjj*^!^,  has  always  taken 
an  active  and-lea'clmg  part  in  all  public  and 
_^ducational  affairs,  and  no  citizen  has  been 
more  closely  identified  with  the  official  his- 
tory of  the  county  and  township  in  whicli  lie 
lives  than  the  subject  of  this  article. 


fOHN  MATTSON,  the  gentleman  own- 
ing and  opei-ating  tlie  llouring  mill  at 
Kingston,  came  to  that  part  of  the  county, 
October  4,  1882,  and  purchased  of  J.  II. 
TJiompson,  of  Minneapolis,  tlie  mill  built  by 
Whitney  &  Ilutchins.  It  was  then  equipped 
with  three  runs  of  bulirs,  but  lie  has  added 
two  sets  of  rolls  and  centrifugals  combined, 
and  other  improved  machinery,  making  it 
as  good  as  any  mill  in  Llie  count}'. 

Mr.  Mattson  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born 
near  the  city  of  Gottenboi'g,  October  4,1832, 
and  is  the  son  of  M.  Mattson  and  Helena 
Mattson,  botii  of  wliom  died  in  their  native 
land,  the  father  in  1834,  and  the  mother  in 
1862.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  that 
land  and-  there  grew  to  manhood.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-two,  in  1854,  he  started  foi* 
America,  and  after  a  voyage  of  fifty  days 
on  the  Atlantic,  landed  in  Boston  on  the  4th 


of  October.  A  short  time  later  lie  came 
west  to  Chicago,  and  while  crossing  the  lake 
suffered  the  hoirors  of  shipwreck,  and,  the' 
vessel  drifting  into  the  harbor  of  Biicinc, 
Wis.,  our  subject  landed  and  souglit  cmplo}'- 
ment,  and  fort}'^  miles  from  that  point  he  was 
emploj'ed  in  chopping  wood  for  tlu'oe 
months.  In  April,  1855,  he  went  to  Chi- 
cago, and  the  following  ]\[ay  went  to  Eock- 
ford.  111.,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring 
of  1S5G,  and  then  came  to  lleil  Wing,  Minn. 
During  that  summer  he  was  em])loyed  at 
rafting  on  the  Mississii)pi  river,  but  later  in 
the  same  season  was  taken  sick  and  tpiit 
work.  Upon  his  recovery  lie  took  a  home- 
stead in  Goodluio  county,  near  lied  Wing, 
which  he  sold  in  the  summer  of  1867,  and  in 
the  fall  Avent  to  Cannon  Falls,  Goodhue 
county,  and  began  learning  the  miller's  trade 
with  It.  0._Knox_&  Co.  lie  remained  witli 
them  until  Februar}',  1865,  when  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  First  Minnesota  Infantry,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  lioturn- 
ing  then  to  Minnesota,  ho  again  I'csumed  his 
milling  business,  and  was  employed  at  the 
following  points:  W.  K.  llodgors  &  Co., 
Cannon  Falls,  Minn.;  in  1SG8  for  Archibald, 
Wilcox  &  Co.,  Oxforil,  Minn. ;  from  1860  to 
1873  for  K.  Greg^&  Co.,  Gannon  Falls, 
Minn. ;  during  1873  and  1874  he  was  engaged 
in  the  general  mercantile  trade;  in  1875 
again  engaged  in  milling  for  Xolson,  Swaiw 
son  &  Co.,  Bell  Creek,  ]\[inn. ;  in  1877  for 
C.  N.  Wilcox,  of  Oxford  Mills,  Minn.;  in 
iS7S  for  W.  S.  Turner,  at  Star  Prairie,  Wis.  ; 
in  1879  for  A[r.  .Afuncli,  near  Taylor's  Falls, 
Minn. ;  in  1880  for  C.  N.  Wilcox,  Oxford 
Mills,  Minn.;  and  in  18S1  and  1S82  for 
Thoin]2Son,  Smith  &  Co.,  at  Cannon  Falls, 
Goodhue  county.  In  the  lultor  year  — 
1882  —  ho  came  to  Mocker  county,  as 
stated. 

Mr,  _Mxttson_Wi\s  married  Juno  29,  1S61, 
to  Miss  Sophia  Johnson,  a  native  of  Sweden, 
borji  Mai'ch   29,  1841,  and   daughter  of 
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Cliarlcs  and  Ilunnah  Jolinson.  She  had 
come  to  Americ'i  with  her  parents  in  1853, 
landing  at  Boston,  and  after  two  years'  resi- 
dence in  Indiana,  and  two  years'  in  Iowa, 
came  to  Cannon  Falls,  this  State,  where  the 
parents  died,  the  motlier  in  1807,  the  father 
in  1884.  Mr.  Mattson  is  tlie  fatlier  of  eight 
children  —  Ella,  now  Mrs.  M.  T.  Gunderson; 
Amanda  C,  Agnes  M.,  and  Ida  E.,  and  four 
deceased.  Mr.  Mattson  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Chnrch.  lie  votes  with  tiie  repub- 
lican pai'ty. 

np>ETER  J.  MITCHELL,  the  subject  of  tin's 
sketch,  has  a  vahiable'  farm,  witli  fine 
building  improvements,  located  on  section  9, 
Harvey  townshi]). 

He  is  a  native  of  Blair  county.  Pa.,  born 
September  14,  1S59,  and  is  a  son  of  Stephen 
and  Ann  M'tcheli.  Stephen  P.  Mitclioll  was 
born  in  Ireland  in  about  1830,  and  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1 848,  settling  in  Blair 
county.  Pa.  In  1852  lie  was  married  to  Miss 
Anna  Morgan,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
nine  ciiildren"  as  follows— John,  Anna,,  Peter, 
Mary,  Ivatie,  Patriclc,  Ilody,  Delia  B.  and 
Ella.  The  father  followed  railroading  and 
mining  in  Pennsylvania,  until  1875,  when  he 
came  witJi  liis  family  to  Meeker  county, 
Minn.,  and  purchased  120  acres  of  land  in 
Harvey  township,  and  engaged  in  farming, 
remaining  there  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
August  18,  18T7.  Ilis  widow,  who  was  a 
native  of  County  Ga}wa3',  Ireland,  is  still 
living  on  the  old  homestead. 

Peter  J.  Mitcliell,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  while  still  a 
boy,  and  followed  that  to  some  extent,  but 
tlie  most  of  his  life  l}as  been  spent  in 
farming.  Since  his  father's  death  he  has 
taken  charge  of  the  homestead,  and  also  has 
200  acres  in  the  township.  lie  is  a  success- 
ful farmer,  and  also  devotes  considerable 


attention  to  stock-raising.  In  political  mat- 
ters he  affiliates  with  the  democratic  party, 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  that 
organization  in  the  township.  He  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  public  matters,  and  has 
held  the  oifice  of  township  clerk  since  1881, 
discharging  the  duties  of  the  olRce  in  a  man- 
ner creditable  to  himself  and  satisfactory  to 
all  concerned.  Through  his  connection  with 
township  matters  and  official  affairs  he  has' 
justly  earned  the  reputation  which  he  has  of 
being  one  of  the  most  careful  and  thorough 
business  men  in  the  township. 



pSRAEL  MILLER,  proprietor  of  the  Litch- 
H  field  feed  mil],  is  one  of  the  brave  veter- 
ans of  our  late  civil  war,  "  whose  faith  and 
truth  on  war's  red  touchstone  rang  true 
metal."  He  is  a  native  of  Fort  "VVayne, 
Ind.,  and  first  saw  the  light  of  day  beneath 
the  roof  of  his  parents,  John  P.  and  Julia  A. 
(Ooffman)  Miller^  on  the  10th  day  of  July, 
1839.  In  1834,  when  John  F.  Miller  settled 
at  Fort  Wayne,  it  was  but  an  insignificant 
village,  containing  about  a  Jiundred  people. 
Ho  became  a  land  o%vner  in  that  vicinity, 
and  prospered  jis  the  country  developed,  and. 
made  it  his  home  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1860. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  remained  at 
home  with  his  parents,  peacefully  following 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture  until  the  tocsin  of 
war  with  wild  clamor  filled  the  land,  and  the 
government  called  for  the  men  of  our  country 
to  sustain  it.  Israel  enlisted  in  1863  as  a 
wagon  master,  thinking  that  tlie  duties 
called  forth  in  that  position  were  best  suited 
to  his  capacities,  and  received  the  charge  of 
a  train  of  some  twenty-five  wagons.  He 
remained  in  this  branch  of  the  service  some 
eight  or  ten  months,  and  on  the  15th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  enlisted  in  Company  G.,  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-second  Indiana  Infantry, 
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and  served  Avith  that  gallant  regiment  until 
his  discharge  at  Charlestonj  W.  Va.,  August 
So,  1865.  During  this  time  the  body  of  men 
to  which  he  was  attached,  were  a  portion  of 
the  army  under  Gen.  W,  S.  Hancock,  whose 
post  of  duty  was  in  the  Shenandoah  and 
Kanawha  valleys. 

On  receiving  his  discharge,  Mr.  Miller 
engaged  in  railroad  work,  which  he  followed 
for  several  years.  In  18Y6  he  became  the 
general  manager  of  a  stave  and  head  mill  at 
Fort  Wayne,  but  a  year  later  he  entered 
into  business  in  the  milling  and  chair  factory 
line,  with  A.  C.  and  D.  S.  Beaver,  but  a 
short  time  thereafter  sold  out  and  removed 
to  Grundy  county,  Tenn.,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  same  species  of  business.  Five  years 
later,  on  his  way  to  the  Ked  River  country, 
he  stopped  at  Litchfield,  and  was  so  struck 
with  its  appearance  that  he  has  never  gone 
any  further  north.  The  next  summer  he 
placed  a  steamboat  upon  the  pellucid  Avaters 
of  •  Lake  Eipley,  for  excursion  purposes, 
which  was  quite  a  success.  He,  the  same 
fall,  erected  the  feed  mill  he  is  now  operat- 
ing, and  is  still  the  owner  of  some  700  acres 
of  timber  and  coal  lands  in  Tennessee,  and  an 
undivided  half-interest  in  600  more. 

The  marriage  that  united  the  destinies  of 
Israel  Miller  and  Miss  Harriet  M.  Beck  was 
solemnized  upon  the  4th  day  of  March,  1860. 
The  lady  was  a  native  of  Allen  county,  Ind., 
and  the  daugiiter  of  Richard  and  Sarah  Beck. 
On  the  16th  of  May,  1866,  Mrs.  Miller  passed 
to  "  that  land  Elysian,  whose  portals  we  call 
death,"  having  been  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  istiie  record  — 
Franlc  M.,  the  eldest,  is  a  resident  of  Ontar 
rio,  Oal.;  Laura  B.  married  M.  Milburn.  and 
is  a  resident  of  Indian  Territory ;  and  Will- 
iam H.,  still  lives  at  home  with  his  surviving 
parent.  Mr.  Miller,  July  24,  1868,  again 
entered  into  the  married  state,  being  united 
with  Miss  Susie  0.  Totten,  who  is  the  mother 
of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  still 


living  —  Susie  and  Jennie.  The  name  of  the 
one  deceased  was  J ulian,  who  died  October 
23,  ISTO.  Again  death  entered  the  home  of 
Mr.  Miller  and  snatciied  from  husband  and 
mourning  children  the  wife  and  motiier,  her 
death  taking  place  November  22, 18Y6.  After 
two  years  passed  in  single  blessedness,  May 
1, 18T8,  Mr.  Miller  again  essayed  the  matri- 
monial yoke,  this  time  wedding  Miss  Florence 
M.  Palm,  who  became  the  mother  of  three 
children  — Mary  E.,  Arthur  G.  and  John. 
The  latter  died  in  infancy,  June  1,  1880. 

3p)ETER  P.  ORNBERG.  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing  farmers  of  Swede  Grove  township. 
He  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  on  the  lYth 
of  September,  1853,  and  is  a  son  of  Ole  P. 
and  Hannah  Ornberg.  lie  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1870,  and  came  direct  to 
Swede  Grove  township,  Meeker  county, 
Minn.  He  worked  for  different  farmers  in 
this  neighborhood  until  some  time  in  18T7, 
when  he  purchased  105  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 29,  Swede  Grove  township,  and  began 
farming  on  his  own  account.  He  has  since 
bought  eighty  aores  on  sections  19  and  20, 
making  185  acres,  which  he  owns  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  his  buildings  being  located  on  sec- 
tion 29,  on  the  north  bank  of  Peterson  Lake. 
When  Mr.  Ornberg  came  to  this  country  he 
was  not  worth  a  dollar  in  this  world's  goods, 
but  by  tln-ift  and  industry  he  has  accumu- 
lated a  comfortable  property.  He  has  good 
and  comfortable  buiklings,  a  full  supply  of 
the  necessary  farm  machinery,  a  number  of 
horses  and  quite  a  herd  of  cattle  and  hogs. 

Mr.  Ornberg  was  married  on  the  20tli  of 
May,  1874,  to  Miss  Anna  .Peterson,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Hans  and  Betsy  Peterson.  They  have 
been  blessed  with  four  children,  as  follows — 
Glaus,  born  June  9, 1875 ;  Ella,  born  Septem- 
ber 27,  1877;  Andrew,  born  December  23, 
1879 ;  and  Ury,  born  July  2,  ISSC. 
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Omberg  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  mat- 
ters of  a  public  nature,  and  has  held  several 
local  offices.  He  was  school  director  of  his 
district  for  six  years. 


'els  LARSON,  a  prominent  farmer, 
residing  on  section  8,  in  Litchfield 
townshi)),  is  one  of  tlie  pioneers  of  the  county, 
and  a  survivor  of  tl)e  Indian  massacre  of 
1802.  lie  Avas  born  in  Sweden  December 
19,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Cela  Peter- 
son Larson.  He  left  Sweden  in  1857,  when 
seventeen  years  of  age,  with  his  parents  and 
three  brothei-s,  Andrew,  Peter  E.  and  Louis, 
coming  by  way  of  Hamburg  to  the  United 
States,  and  being  eight  weeks  en  route.  They 
came  direct  to  Minnesota  by  way  of  Oiiicago 
and  Prairie  du  Ohien,  and,  after  some  little 
time  .spent  in  pi'ospeoting,  they  finally  set- 
tled in  Meeker  county,  locating  first  on  sec- 
tion 9,  of  what  is  now  Litchfield  townshi]), 
but  subsequently  took  up  a  homestead  on 
section  8.  Nels  entered  a  homestejul  of 
eighty  acres  adjoining  his  fatlier's  land,  and 
shortly  afterward  purchased  120  acres  of  the 
government.  lie  was  married  in  1859  to 
Anna  Ingeman,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  witli  seven  children,  two  of  whom — 
Isaac  and  Lina — are  dead.  Of  the  other 
children,  the  eldest,  Albert  A.,  married  Anna 
Kjellberg,  and  lives  near  Litchfield;  while 
Emanuel,  Emma  Maria,  Edward  and  Isaac 
John  are  still  with  their  parents  on  the 
homestead. 

Mr.  Larson's  early  life  being  one  of  indus- 
try and  frugality,  he  soon  began  accumulat- 
ing property,  and  had  just  got  a  good  foot- 
hold, or  start  in  life,  when  the  Indian  out- 
break came,  and  the  fruits  of  nearly  all  his 
toil  Avere  swept  away.  When  first  warned 
of  the  terrible  ravages  that  had  been  com- 
menced, he  took  his  family  to  his  fathers' 


house  for  safety,  and  the  next  day  moved 
them  on,  as  others  did,  to  Forest  City.  After 
personally  looking  the  ground  over,  he  con- 
cluded the  danger  was  over,  and  moved  his 
family  into  a  house  outside  the  fortifications. 
A  day  or  two  afterward  the  family  were  ter- 
rified by  a  fresli  attack  of  the  Indian.-?,  atul 
they  ruslied  into  the  fort  for  refuge,  tinder 
heavy  firing.  The  Indians  took  a  span  of 
colts  and  a  yoke  of  oxen  which  he  had  not 
time  to  secure.  Mr.  Larson  borrowed  a 
horse  the  next  day,  and  went  bver  to  his 
farm,  where  he  found  his  house  a  smoldering 
mass  of  ruins.  He  concluded  to  make  the 
best  of  the  situation,  and  proceeded  to  look 
after  his  cattle,  which  were  in  the  timber 
and  had  not  been  molested,  by  the  redskins. 
While  thus  engaged,  he  discovered  four  Indi- 
ans coming  upon  him,  and,  mounting  his 
horse,  he  fled,  taking  a  course  across  a  marsh 
on  his  farm.  He  succeeded  in  crossing  it 
without  trouble,  but  tiie  savages  mired  their 
horses  in  it,  thus  enabling  him  to  make  good 
his  escax^e.  After  taking  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren— one  of  whom,  Emma  M.,  was  only 
two  weeks  old — to  St.  Paul,  for  safekeeping 
for  the  winter,  ho  bought  a  team  and  a  third 
interest  in  a  thrashing-machine  on  credit, 
and  once  more  began  life's  labor  anew.  Dur- 
ing the  year  18G3  he  worked  on  his  farm  as 
best  he  could,  his  family  being  sheltered  in 
the  fortress  at  Porest  City  and  Litchfield, 
The  Indians  in  the  meantime  kept  infesting 
the  country  as  bands  of  marauders,  running 
off  stock  and  committing  other  depredations, 
and  Mr.  Larson  slept  in  the  stable  where  his 
horses  were,  during  the  entire  summer.  That 
winter  he  stayed  on  his  father's  place,  and  in 
the  spring  of  186i  built  and  moved  into  a 
cabin,  where  several  of  his  neighbors'  fami- 
lies, who  had  learned  to  look  to  him  for  pro- 
tection, came  and  shared  the  shelter  of  his 
roof.  Mr.  Larson's  industry  and  enterprise 
have  enabled  him  to  overcome  tliose  reverses 
of  fortune,  and  he  now  has  a  splendid  farm 
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of  C65  acres,  including  considerable  timber. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  township  supervisor 
a  number  of  years,  and  is  justly  regarded  as 
one  of  the  "  solid  "  men  of  the  county. 
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ONS  A.  BROWN  came  to  Meeker 
county,  Minn.,  in  the  first  part  of 
September,  1S6Q,  and  settled  wliere  Litch- 
field is  now  located.   At  tliat  time  there  ^ras 
no  depot  nor  passenger  trains,  only  a  con- 
struction train  now  and  then,  upon  which 
all  freight  and  passengers  had  to  bo  trans- 
ported.  At  that  time  there  was  Old  Sol's 
so-called  hotel,  Brown^  blacksmith  shop, 
Truls  Kelson  had  just  c6mmenced  a  small 
dwelling,  and  H.  13.  Johnson  had  some 
lumber  on  the  place,  while  Messrs.  Heard  & 
"Ward  had  also  commenced  a  one-story  build- 
ing.   In  the  latter  part  of  September  he 
received  1,200  feet  of  lumber  from.Minneap- 
olis,  and  built  a  board  shed,  or  shanty,  in  the 
rear  of  lot  l-t,  corner  of  Second  street  and 
the  alley.    The  board  slianty  was  12x16, 
with  shingle  roof.   About  the  8th  of  Octo- 
ber he  opened  up  a  tin-shop  and  stock  of 
hardware— the  first  hardware  store  and  tin- 
shop  Litchfield  had— in  a  small  way  as  it 
was.   In  November  of  that  year  he  had  an 
addition  built  to  this  shed,  of  16x16,  one  and 
a  half  stories,  with  windoAvs,  sealed  inside 
with  flooring,  where  he  moved  his  work- 
bench and  hardware,  and  used  the  slied  for 
stoves  and  warehouse.   In  1870  he  erected 
the  frame  building  on  lot  13,  on  Sibley  ave- 
nue, which  he  occupied  until  1882,  and  which 
still  stands  on  tlie  old  site,  and  is  now  occu- 
pied by  P.  W.  Johnson  as  a  liardware  store. 
In  October  of  that  year  he  moved  his  family 
to  Litchfield,  and  moved  in  over  the  hard- 
ware store.    The  family  consisted  of  his 
three  clu'ldren   and  Mi-s.  A.  Erown,  his 
mothei-,  and  Miss  Susan  Johnson,  as  tlie  gov- 
erness.  In  1882,  after  selhng  out  his  hard- 


ware business  to  Mr.  Johnson,  he  engaged 
in  tlie  brick  business  for  four  years,  on  part 
of  section  6,  town  of  Darwin,  and  then  aban- 
doned tiie  business.  In  1884  he  opened  up  a 
retail  business  in  Grove  City,  of  a  general 
line,  such  as  dry  goods,  groceries,  clotliing, 
hats,  cajis  and  notions.  Mr.  Erowt)  has  only 
held  local  offices;  has  been  twice  town  treas- 
urer. He  served  as  first  town  clerk,  when 
Litchfield  was  part  of  tlie  incorporated  town 
of  Ifess,  and  after  being  clianged  to  town  of 
Litchfield.  He  also  served  one  year  as  pres- 
ident of  the  village  council,  and  two  yeara 
later  as  trustee  on  the  village  council. 

M.  A.  Brown  was  born  in  Norwjvy.  His 
fatlier  emigrated  to  tliis  country  in  1850, 
whei-e  he  landed  in  Chicago,  111.  Mr.  Brown 
lived  in  Chicago  for  about  foui-tcen  yoai-s, 
where  he  Avas  married,  and  where  his  chil- 
dren Avere  born.  In  1865  he  moved  to  Water 
Valley,  Miss.,  where  he  came  froni  Avhen  he 
settled  in  Litchfield,  Minn.  Mr.  Brown  has 
been  always  on  the  side  of  enterprise,^and 
has  fully  identified  himself  with  all  the  mate- 
rial progress  of  the  AMllage  and  the  county. 
He  has  erected  se\'eral  good  buildings  in  the 
village,  Avhich  are  a  credit  to  himself  and  an 
ornament  to  the  place. 


OHN  QUINLAN^  Avho  is  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  on  section  11,  Darwin 
tOAvnship,  is  a  natiA'e  of  Fond  du  Lac  county. 
Wis.,  born  November  12,  1859,  and  is 
tlie  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Sarali  Quinlan^ 
both  of  Avliom  Avere  natives  of  the  Emerald 
Isle,  and  are  now  residents  of  the  same 
township.  Jolm  Quinlaii  remained  in  the 
Badger  State  until  he  was  some  twenty 
years  of  age,  but  in  1879  ho  left  that  portion 
of  our  country  and  can^e  to  lilceker  county, 
and,  taking  up  his  i-esidence  Avhere  he  now 
liA'cs,  has  made  this  his  liome  ever  since. 
March  28,  1882,  he  Avas  united  in  marriage 
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with  Margaret  Doyle,  who  died  April  li, 
18S8,  leaving  the  following  children  to 
mourn  their  loss — Jeremiah  E.,  born  April 
21, 1883 ;  Margaret  C,  born  September  4, 
1885  ;  and  John  M.,  born  March  21, 1888. 

Mr.  Quinlan  has  followed  farming  most  of 
his  life,  and  understands  that  business 
thoroughly.  In  his  religion  he  is  a  devout 
Eoman  Catholic,  and  clieerfuUy  fulfills  his 
duties.  In  politics  he.  is  entirely  independ- 
ent, not  being  bound  by  party  lines. 

— « — •  fj*  'S^^^'  *^**  ' 

/^\LAF  PETERSON. is  one  of  the  indus- 
trious  foreign  immigrants  who  have 
brought  the  thrift  and  economy  so  necessary 
in  their  native  land  to  the  fertile  soil  of  the 
new  world  and  are  accumulating  a  comfort- 
able competence.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Olson)  Peterson,  born  in  Sweden, 
Januai'y  24, 1860.  When  he  was  seven  years 
of  age  be  was  brought  to  America  by  his 
parents,  who  settled  in  Carver  county.  The 
family  afterward  came  to  this  county  and 
settled  in  Collinwood  township.  He  re- 
mained an  inmate  of  the  parental'  home  until 
1886,  when  he  moved  to  his  farm  on  section 
36,  where  he  has  eighty  acres  of  fine  land, 
fort}!^  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  He 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  his  early 
manhood  and  has  followed  that  business  a 
part  of  the  time  ever  since,  and  also  works 
at  masonry  and  plastering.  He  has  a  neat 
and  tasty  residence  and  comfortable  out- 
buildings. Mr.  Peterson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, August  4, 1883,  with  Miss  Betsy  Lar- 
son, and  by  this  union  tiiere  has  been  born 
two  children— Mary,  born  June  25,  1884 ; 
and  John  Imer,  born  March  9,  1886.  Al- 
though a  young  man,  he  is  rapidly  coming 
the  front  and  bids  fair  to  achieve  success.  He 
is  of  an  ingenious  turn  of  mind  and  has  made 
some  excellent  specimens  of  cabinet  work 
which  are  very  creditable. 


MLFRED  RGDGERS,  one  of  the  "brave 
jP^Il  boys  in  biue"  during  th6  late  civil 
war,  who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Forest 
Prairie  township,  on  section  18,  where  he 
owns  some  eighty  acres  of  land,  is  a  native 
of  Adams,  Jefferson  county,  N".  Y.,  born 
March  18, 1830.  He  is  the  son  of  Stephen 
and  Sarah  (Williams')  Eodgers. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  man  of 
mark  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 
He  was  tiie  father  of  seven  children  by  his  first 
wife,  of  whom  Alfred  was  one,  the  others 
being — Evaline,  Hiram,  Wesley,  Clark,  Har- 
riet, and  Manfred.  The  latter  died,  while 
in  the  army;  and  Clark's  decease  occurred 
in  Goodhue  county,  this  State.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  died  in  the  Empire  State,  and. 
after  her  death  Stephen  Eodgers  married  Mrs. 
Spencer,  by  whom  he  had  four  children — 
Sarah,  Martin,  Eliza,  and  Orilla.  In  1856,. 
or  1857,  Stephen  removed  to  Wisconsin  with 
his  family,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  about  18YT. 

The  subject  of  this  personal  history  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  in  youth,  and  followed 
it  for  some  ten  years  in  his  native  State, 
and,  since  coming  here,  has  worked  at  it 
more  or  less.  He  was  married  July  4, 1853, 
to  Miss  Marietta  Spicer,  a  native  of  New 
York,  who  died  in  1858.  She  was  the 
mother  of  one  child — ^Dalton,  who  died  in 
childhood.  Mr.  Eodgers'  second  marriage 
was  with  Miss  Euphemia  Scribner,  who- 
became  the  mother  of  three  children — ^l^Ian- 
f  red,  Eliza  and  Eva. 

In  April,  1861,  Mr.  Eodgers  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  Thirty-fifth  New  York  Infan- 
try, and  participated  in  many  of  the  most, 
bloody  battles  fought  by  the  Annies  of  the 
Potomac  and  Shenandoah,  among  which 
may  be  mentione£l  those  of  the  first  and 
second  Bull  Eun,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg, 
and  White  Sulphur  Springs.  He  Avas  finally 
mustered  out  and  discharged,  and  returned 
to  New  York.   He  came  to  Meeker  countji" 
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in  1869,  and  took  u}}  a  homestead  on  section 
8,  in  Forest  Prairie,  but  later  moved  to  his 
present  locality.  Ily  is  independent  in 
political  matters,  and  a  representative  man 
of  the  section  of  tlie  county  in  which  he 
lives. 

JOSEPH  LAWRENCE  WAKEFIELD, 
dealer  in  dry  goods  and  general  furnish- 
ing  goods,  is  one  of  Litchfield's  most  promi- 
nent merchants.  He  is  a  native  of  Providence, 
E.  I.,  and  was  born  in  1854.  llis  parents, 
William  and  Harriet  S.  (Belcher)  Wakefield. 
were  both  born  and  raised  in  the  same  State, 
andhis  grandfather,  Joseph  Belcher,  belonged 
to  the  famous  "  Hoi'se  Marino  Guards "  in 
early  times  in  New  England.  He  was  later 
a  hardware  merchant,  which  business  is  still 
carried  on  by  his  sons,  and  was  the  lirst  per- 
son to  introduce  throughout  the  United 
States  horse  shoe  nails  made  by  machinery, 
contracting  for  and  handling  the  entire  i)ro- 
duction.  Joseph  Lawrence's  father,  William 
Wakefield^  was  connected  with  the  banking- 
business  in  Providence,  but  in  185C,  with  his 
family  he  went  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  up  the  estate  of  a  deceased 
brother,  and,  becoming  settled  there,  he  has 
since  made  that  his  home. 

J.  L.  Wakefield  remained  Avith  his  parents 
until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
Red  Wing  and  attended  school,  and  after- 
ward entered  Ripon  College,  at  Ripon,  Wis. 
In  the  fall  of  1877  he  went  to  Chicago  and 
Avas  employed  as  salesman  in  the  dry  goods 
establishment  of  A.  T.  Stewart  &  Co.,  until 
the  spring  of  1880.  Ho  Avas  then  employed 
by  Auerbauch,  Fjnch,  Cnlbertson  &  Co.,  at 
St.  Paul,  xmtil  November,  1883,  when  he 
came  to  Litchfield  and  opened  the  store 
which  he  still  conducts.  lie  carries  an  ex- 
tensive and  a  complete  stock  of  everything 
pertaining  to  his  line  and  does  a  large  busi- 


ness. He  has  talcen  an  active  interest  in  all 
public  matters  and  is  tlie  presenteity  j-ecorder. 
Mr.  Wakefield  was  married  in  October,  1S82, 
to  Miss  Carrie  A.  McOonnel),  of  LeRo}', 
Minn.  They  have  one  child  —  Henry  Law- 
rence. 

l^ENGT  HANSON,  one  of  the  most 
JE)  prominent  old  settlers  in  Meeker 
county,  is  a  resident  of  Litchfield  township, 
his  extensive  farm  adjoining  the  village  plat. 
Mr.  Hanson  was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  Ctb 
of  August,  1825.  He  was  married  in  Octo- 
ber, 1853,  to  Miss  Elna  Larson^,  a  daughter 
of  J ohn  and  Lissa'Larson.  Her  parents  both 
died  in  Meeker  county,  the  father  in  Sejitem- 
ber,  1807,  and  the  mother  in  February,  1887. 
Mr.  Hanson's  parents  both  died  in  Sweden, 

On  the  Gth  of  May,  1857,  Bongt  Hanson  - 
and  family  left  their  native  land  for 
America,  but  were  detained  at  Hamburg, 
Germany,  for  tAVonty  days.  Thoy  Jinally 
arrived  in  IScav  York  on  the  3d"  of  July,  and 
proceeded  to  Dunkirk,  then  to  Toledo  and 
on  to  Chicago.  There  was  no  depot  as  yet 
at  the  latter  place,  and  his  goods  Avei'e 
dumped  on  the  ground,  Avhilo  the  family 
Avere  obliged  to  walk  two  or  three  miles 
through  the  mud  to  the  other  i-ailroad. 
They  took  the  line  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  and, 
as  there  Avere  no  passenger  cars,  they  rode  to 
the  latter  point  in  box  cars,  and  from  there 
they  took  a  boat  up  the  river  to  Carver, 
"Minn.  At  that  place ,Bengt  Hanson  bought 
a  span  of  horses  and  Avagon,  and  leaving  his 
family  behind,  he  made  a  pros]>ecting  tour 
through  several  adjoining  couulios,  but  did 
not  find  a  ]ilace  to  suit  him.  He  thou 
brought  his  family  to  !Meeker  county,  and 
purchased  130  acres  of  land.  Ho  has  since 
continually  added  to  his  place,  until  he  noAV 
OAvns  500  acres  of  valuable  land,  lie  is  recog- 
nized  as  one  of  thcmost  solid  and  substantial 
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farmers  in  tlic  count}',  and  his  integrity  and 
strai^^litforwai'd  dealing,  have  won  \m\\  a 
reputation  wiiicli  liavc  made  Jjis  word  as 
good  as  a  bond. 

Jifi'.  1  fan  SOU;,  witli  tlie  otlicr  pioneers,  suf- 
foi'cd  a  considorablo  loss  and  backset  on 
account  of  tiio  Indian  outbreak.  The  red- 
skins stole  severiil  horses  and  other  Joose 
stock  and  destroyed  most  of  his  grain, 

lie  has  always  taken  a  commendable  intei'- 
cst  in  public  matters  and  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  oiiicial  history  of 
tlic  townshi])  in  wiiicli  he  lives,  having  held 
the  office  of  supervisor  for  over  twenty 
years. 

Mrs.  Ilanson  died  on  the  5th  of  April, 
18T7,  aged  forty-one  years.  She  was  a  true 
and  sincere  Christian  lady,  and  was  held  in 
high  esteem.  Jklr.  and  Mrs.  Ilanson  were 
blessed  with  the  following  children — Emma, 
born  in  Sweden,  December  10, 1854;  CarlJ. 
Ct.  and  Ncls  C.  G.  (twins),  born  in  Ilam- 
bui-g,  Germany,  IMay  14,  1857;  Alfred 
Emanuel,  born  Juno  30,  1859,  died  Decem- 
ber 15,  1802  ;  (Jaroline,  born  September  4, 
1802;  Estiior,  born  A])ril  4,  1805;  Alfred 
Emanuel,  born  November  14,  ISO!);  Edla 
Victoria,  born  May  30,  1874.  Emma  mar- 
ried Olaf  II.  Petorson,  and  resides  in  Litch- 
iield  townshi|).  Kels  0.  G.  and  Carl  J.  G. 
arc  mentioned  elsewhere  at  length.  Caro- 
line married  Andrew  Johnson,  a  resident  of 
Litchfield  township. 

^|S^ART1N  J,  PAULSON,  one  of  the 
jB-tra^.  loading  citizens  ,of  ]\[ecker  county, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  a  resident 
of  Grove  City,  is  the  son  of  Johnson  and 
Emma  (Olson)  Paulson,  and  was  born  in 
Sweden  on  the  0th  of  November,  1851.  He 
came  to  America  with  his  parents  in  1870, 
and  on  their  arrival  at  Grove  City  found 
only  two  buildings  in  that  place,  the  depot 


and  a  store.  He  was  jwor  and  a  foreigner 
who  could  not  speak  the  language,  but  he 
buckled  to  his  life  work,  and  now  reaps  the 
reward.  lie  did  whatever  lie  could  find  at 
hand  for  a  couple  of  years,  but  learning  the 
house-painting  trade  with  A.  Lofstrom,  he 
followed  tliat  for  about  seven  yeai's.  .In 
187!)  Mr.  Paulson  purchased  tlie  Su-ede  Grove 
House,  the  pioneer  hotel  of  the  village,  open- 
ed in  1874  by  L.  A.  Olson,  and  clianged  the 
name  to  Grove  City  House,  and  was  the  land- 
lord of  it  until  the  spring  of  1888,  when  he 
removed  to  Lake  Eoronis  where  he  now 
lives.  He  has,  by  his  own  industry  and  thrift, 
raised  himself,  unaided,  from  his  penniless 
condition  into  comparative  afiiuence.  He 
owns  the  fine  hotel  ptoperty  and  a  good 
farm,  in  Stearns  county.  He  has  also  grown 
irt  influence  in  the  community  and  has  held 
the  office  of  member  of  the  council  since 
1882;  is  the  present  village  recorder;  and 
being  the  candidate  upon  the  democratic 
ticket  for  member  of  the  legislature,  in  the 
fall  of  1880,  was  only  defeated  by  the  union 
of  the  tliree  other  parties,  and  then  only  by 
a  small  majority. 

November  12,  1884,  ]\tr.  Paulson  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  with  Miss  Siney  Peterson, 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Anna  (Eskelsoii) 
Peterson-Clase.  Both  of  Mr.  Paulson's 
parents  died  in  this  county,  his  another  in 
1887,  and  his  father  in  1880.  His  wife's 
father  resides  with  them,  but  her  mother 
died  here  about  the  time  of  the  Indian 
troubles. 

J^ILLER  C.  WOOD,  a  respected 
J^J^^i^  citizen  and  a  successful  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  residing  on  section  20,  Mannnah 
township,  was  born  in  Logan  county,  Ky., 
•  on  the  4th  of  August,  1818,  and  is  a  son  of 
Miller  and  Melinda  (CamiibcU)  "Wood.  He 
left  his  native  State  Avith  liis  parents  in  1832 


MEEKER  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


455 


and  settled  in  Illinois,  being  among  the  ear- 
liest settlers  of  that  region.  He  remained 
tliere  for  many  years,  but  in  1864  came  to 
ITicoliet  county,  Minn.,  and  settled,  remain- 
ing one  year.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  came  to  Meeker  county,  and  located 
on  a  farm  in  Union  Grove  township.  In 
1879  he  removed  to  Manannah  township  and 
settled  on  section  20,  Avhere  he  has  since 
continued  to  reside.  lie  has  eighty  acres  of 
land,  and,  in  connection  with  a  liglit  general 
farming  business,  he  devotes  considerable 
attention  to  raising  stoclc. 

Mr.  Wood  was  married  in  1842,  to  Minerva 
Deatiierage.  She  bore  him  seven  children, 
and  died  in  1853. 

In  the  year  1855  he  was  again  married, 
Miss  Lucinda  S.  Rogeirs  becoming  his  wife. 
Thirteen  children  were  born  to  them,  ten 
of  whom  are  still  living.  In  political  mat- 
ters Mr.  Wood  affiliates  with  the  demo- 
cratic party. 

— — ^-J^^J-^— ^ 

MIRAM  S.  BRANHAM,  the  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  banking  firm  of  Stevens  & 
Co.,  is  a  native  of  Johnson  county,  Ind.,  and 
was  born  January  30,  185(i.  Ilis  parents, 
Jesse  V.  and  Mary  (Stark)  Eraniiam,  were 
natives  of  Johnson  county,  Ind.,  and  came 
to  Meeker  county  in  1857,  and  located  in 
what  is  now  Litclilield  township. 

Hiram  was  reared  upon  a  farm  until  he 
was  about  twelve  years  of  age,  since  which 
time  he  hsis,  until  the  foimiation  of  the  pres- 
ent firm,  been  employed  in  some  capacity  in 
some  of  the  county  offices.  He  commenced 
in  18C8,  with  his  father,  Jesse  V.  ]3i'anham, 
Jr.,  who  was  serving  tlien  as  auditor,  and 
later  on  was  with  his  present  partner,  Ham- 
let Stevens,  in  the  same  office,  having  been 
appointed  his  deputy,  and  remained  in  that 
position  for  some  eight  years.  The  banking 
jfirm  was  established  by  them  in  1881,  and 


they  are  now  doing  a  large  business,  real 
estate  and  fai'm  loans  being  a  specialty.  Mr. 
Branham,  who  is  recognized  in  the  conv 
munity  as  one  of  its .  ablest  and  brainiest 
business  men,  by  his  long  and  faithful  service 
in  the  auditor's  office,  became  thoroughly 
posted  in  regard  to  the  lands  of  the  county, 
and  this,  together  with  his  intuitive  and  sure 
judgment  in  all  land  mattei's  make  him  an 
extremely  safe  guide  in  all  real  estate  trans- 
actions. 

Mr.  Branham  and  Miss  Jessie  A.  Grcenleaf, 
the  latter  the  daughter  of  Hon.  W.  H.  Green- 
leaf,  were  united  in  marriage  December  27, 
1882.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  child — 
Charles  Greenleaf  Eranham,  born  December 
26,  1884. 

OHN  yOGEL,  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
intelligent  farmei-s  of  Dasscl  township, 
is  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  1843.  He 
was  roared  amid  the  scones  of  his  youth  until 
he  was  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when, 
starting  out  to  seek  his  fortune,  ho  turned 
his  steps  toward  the  west,  to  the  land  of  the 
free,  on  this  side  of  the  ocean,  whither  he 
soon  after  arrived.  Eor  about  two  yeixv^  he 
was  engaged  in  the  coal  mines  of  I'eiinsyl- 
vania,  but  that  work  not  being  congenial  to 
his  taste,  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  for  a 
time  remained  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul.  He 
then  went  to  Ilowai'd  Lake,  and  was  in  the 
employ  of  tlie  railroad  until  1877,  when  ho 
gave  that  up,  and  with  his  family  settled  on 
the  farm  on  section  20,  Dassel  township, 
where  he  now  lives.  The  lirst  year  they 
lived  here  there  was  no  Jlooi'  to  their  house, 
and  they  sull'ercd  considerable  privation  in 
every  respect.  Much  of  his  time  was  taken 
up  in  worlcing  for  others  in  order  to  ])rovide 
for  his  family,  so  that  the  development  of  his 
own  farm  was  somewhat  rotni'iled,  but  ihe 
native  thrift  and  economy  of  his  race,  and 
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steiulv  persovci'unce  and  iindeviating  dili- 
gence, in  time  met  ^vitli  asignal  reward,  and 
he  lias  now  one  of  tlie  best  farms  in  tlie  town. 
Ifc  contains  120  acres,  and  is  liigljly  cul- 
tivated and  cared  for. 

Mr.  Yogel  was  married  in  St.  Paul,  Octo- 
ber 23,  1805,  to  Miss  Emily  Zeiglcr^  a  native 
of  German}',  who  came  to  this  country  the 
August  preceding.  They  are  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  as  follows — Edwin,  born  De- 
cember 7,  18GT;  Martin,  born  March  19, 
1809;  Adelia,  born  February  22,  ISTY;  Louisa, 
born  July  23,  ISYS ;  Albert,  born  March  3, 
1875  ;  Julia,  born  December  22, 1870  ;  Emily, 
born  November  20, 1878 ;  Mary,  born  March 
31,  1881 ;  Ilattie,  born  March  8, 1883  ;  John, 
born  April  1,  1885  ;  and  Mabel,  born  June  0, 
1887. 

Jpl ALVER  O.  NESS,  an  enterprising 
JKL  farmer  of  Litchfield  township,  is  a 
son  of  Oic  Ilalverson  and  Mary  Ness,  and 
was  born  in  llock  county,  Wis., February  20, 
1850.  AVhen  he  was  but  six  years  of  age  his 
l)arents  removed  to  ]\Ieeker  county,  and  set- 
tled on  section  29,  of  what  is  now  Litchfield 
township,  -where  his  entire  life  has  been 
spent  in  the  same  industrious  and  upright 
manner  that  characterized  the  lives  of  his 
worthy  ancestors.  In  1877  he  was  married 
to  Carrie  M.  Karn,  who  was  born  in  Alama- 
keo  county,  Iowa,  March  25,  1855.  Her 
l)arents,  Ilelga  and  llellen  Ness,  came  to 
AuK-rica  in  1844,  and  arc  still  residents  of 
Iowa.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
llalvor  and  Carrie  Ness— Mary,  born  June 
1,  1878;  and  llellen,  born  April  5,  1879. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Norwegian 
Lutheran  Church  of  Grove  City.  When  the 
Indian  outbreak  came  in  1802,  Ilalver  was 
but  twelve  years  old,  yet  the  w^rk  of  a  man 
devolved  upon  him,  and  he  remfcvnbersmany 
incidents  of  the  memorable  reign  of  terror. 


^ILAS  H.  CASWELL,  one  of  the  pio- 
''^P  neers  of  Union  Grove  township,  is  the 
son  of  Carlos  and  Anna  Caswell,  who  were 
natives  of  Yermont.  He  was  born  at  Bromp- 
ton,  Quebec,  Canada,  October  22,  1827,  and 
was  reared  upon  a  farm  until  his  nineteenth 
year.  For  a  few  years  lie  was  sawyer  in.  a 
sawmill, commencing  life  on  hisown  account 
when  twenty-four  years  old.  August  9, 1853, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  B.  McOrea, 
the  daughter  of  Eobert  and  Elizabeth  P. 
McCrea,  who  was  born  March  4,  1832,  at 
Castle  Fin,  Ireland,  of  Scottish  parents.  She 
had  resided  in  the  land  of  her  birth  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  coming  to  Canada  in 
1850. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caswell 
came  to  the  United  States,  November  3, 1854, 
arriving  in  St.  Anthony,  Minn.,  with  but 
$2.50  in  their  possession.  The  following 
February  they  removed  to  Monticello,  Wright 
county,  where  he  took  up  a  claim  and  made 
his  home  until  his  removal  to  Union  Grove 
township,  this  county,  in  1857.  AVhileat  St. 
Anthonj',  ho  was  engaged  in  carpentering, 
and  helped  finish  the  fii-st  brick  building 
erected  in  Minneapolis.  In  1850  he  came 
here,  as  detailed  elsewhere,  and,  going  back, 
sold  out  and  moved  his  family  here,  as  above 
mentioned. 

He  preempted  some  100  acres  of  land  on 
sections  23  and  24,  in  the  town  of  Union 
Grove,  where  he  lived  at  the  time  of  the 
Indian  outbreak  in  1802,  a  history  of  which 
is  given  in  detail  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Like  all  of  the  rest  of  the  settlers  here,  that 
fall  he  and  his  family  left,  for  safer  quarters, 
and  made  their  home  on  a  farm  in  AVright 
county  for  two  years.  In  1804  he  returned 
to  Union  Grove,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  1870,  during  which  time  he  had  (illed 
several  local  ollices.  At  that  date  he 
removed  to  Stevens  county  where  he  lived 
for  three  years,  afterwai'd  inoving  back  to 
Union  Grove,  where  he  has  a  fine  farm. 
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besides  owning  a  quarter  section  in  Brown 
county,  Dakota,  having  some  380  acres  in 
all.  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Oaswell  are  the  parents 
of  five  children  —  Miranda  F.  E.,  born  June 
26,  1854,  Brompton,  Quebec,  Canada;  Ed- 
win H.,  born  April  22,  185T,  Monticellp, 
Minn. ;  Addie  J.,  born  February  13,  1862, 
Union  Grove,  Minn. ;  Oscar  0.,  bom  Octo- 
ber 29,  1866  ;  and  Ernest  F.,  born  August  2, 
1869,  same  place.  The  eldest,  now  Mi's.  J, 
H.  ]\I«rray,  of  Marehall  county,  Dak.,  is  the 
mother  of  three  children — Lura  E.,  born 
April  7,  1876;  Pearl  C,  deceased,  born  in 
1878 ;  and  Berna  D.,  born  in  January,  1887. 
Addie,  Mrs.  A.  Matteson,  of  Castle,  Mont., 
has  two  children  living — Bertha  G.,  born 
December,  16,  1879 ;  and  Earl  L.,  Marcli  31, 
1884;  she  had  three  more,  now  deceased. 

BM.  WANVIG,  a  resident  of  section  36,/ 
Acton  township,  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  Meeker  county,  lie  is 
a  native  of  Norway,  born  June  20,  1831,  and 
a  son  of  Olaavis  and  Johanna  Wanvig.  Jlis 
father  followed  the  business  of  a  general 
merchant  in  Norway  until  the  time  of  his 
death.  In  1861  D.  M.  Wanvig  eanie  to  the 
New  'World,  and  settled  in  Quebec,  Canada, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  u'as  also 
an  interpreter  for  the  Grand  Ti'unk  Com- 
pany in  their  emigration  business.  In  1868 
he  settled  in  St.  Paul,  having  in  the  mean- 
time begun  railroading,  which  he  followed 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  the  spri  ng  of  1870 
he  removed  to  Litchfield,  beino;  then  encae-ed 
in  railroad  contract! ng,and  in  superintending 
the  laying  of  tracks.  In  Mai-cii,  1873,  he 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  36,  Acton  to\vn- 
ship,  and  moved  his  family  upon  it.  This 
has  since  been  his  home,  with  the  exception 
of  the  years  from  1881  to  1885,  inclusive, 
when  l}e  was  a  resident  of  Litclilield,  and 
where  he  still  owns  a  magnificent  residence. 


"When  Mr.  Wanvig  purchased  his  farm  there 
Avas  but  fifty-two  acres  broke.  He  has  added 
to  the  place  until  iie  now  has  320  acres  in 
all,  160  of  which  is  under  cultivation,  and  it 
is  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Wanvig  devotes  his  attention 
to  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  the 
latter  particuhirly.  Mr.  '\\''anvig  Avas  mar- 
ried in  Norway,  in  1852,  to  Marie  Louisa 
Enebo,  and  they  were  blessed  with  fourcliil- 
dren,  as  follows  —  Augusta,  born  March  31, 
1853;  John  Olof,  born  December  1,  1854; 
George  Martin,  born  February  16,  1S56,  atid 
Marcus,  born  February  8,  1858.  Ilis  first 
wife  died  in  Norway,  on  the  16th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1858.  After  coming  to  Canada,  Mr. 
"Wanviij,'  was  married  again,  this  time  to 
Elizabeth  Dudx-  Throeciiildren  liave blessed 
this  union  —  Daniel,  Matilda  and  Adolph. 

Mr.  "VVanviff  has  been  pi-ojninently  identi- 
fied with  railroad  building  in  the  Northwest. 
When  he  began  his  railroad  work  the  jjrosent 
Manitoba  line  was  kno\vn  as  the  St.  Paul  ilk 
Pacific,  and  he  had  a  §16,000  contract  on 
that  line.  lie  built  the  AVinona  Iload  fi'om 
Marshall  west  to  Cliachaska,  now  Water- 
town;  also  built  the  track  on  the  line  from 
Moi'ris  west  to  Breckenridgc;  and  the  track 
from  Barnesvilio  to  twenty-eight  miles  north 
of  Crookston.  When  he  .settled  at  Litclilield 
the  terminus  of  the  lino  was  at  J3enson.  In 
political  matters  IMr.  Wanvii>:  is  a  republican, 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  that 
party  in  the  county.  From  1874  until  1883, 
he  was,  under  the  republican  administratioji, 
7-ailway  postal  clerk  from  St.  Paul  to  St. 
Vincent,  his  home  during  tiiis  time,  however, 
being  in  Meelccr  county.  It  is  woi'thy  of 
mention  that  the  Indian  battle  which  is 
mentioned  at  length  in  tlie  historical  depart- 
ment of  this  work  was  fought  on  section  35, 
of  Acton  township,  on  land  now  owned  by 
Mr,  Wanvi^.  One  of  tlie  victims  wa.s  buried 
there,  but  the  remains  were  afterward  taken 
up  and  re-interrod  at  llutfiiinson. 
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^AMUEL  A.  DORMAN.  a  prominent  cand 
'^^^  respected  old  settler  I'esiding  on  sec- 
tion 17,  Kingston  township,  dates  his  resi- 
dence in  Meeker  county  the  year  1857,  and  is 
therefore  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  in 
the  eastern  part  of  tlje  county.  Mr.  Doi-man 
is  a  native  of  Washington  county,  Me.,  born 
on  the  2J:th  of  January,  18i3.  His  early  life 
M'as  spent  in  attending  school  in  l)is  native 
State,  and  in  1857,  with  his  parents,  lie  came 
to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  iind  they  located 
on  section  17,  Kingston  townsl)ip,  where  he 
still  resides.  His  mother  is  dead  and  his 
father  is  still  living.  They  were  here  all 
througli  the  Indian  outbreak  and  idl  tlirongh 
the  most  trying  times  in  the  history  of  the 
county.  Mr.  Dorman^  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  was  married  in  December,  1873,  to 
Miss  Martha  Gal)le,  a  native  of  ICentucky, 
and  a  daughter  of  David  Gable  and  wife. 
Iler  mother  is  dead  and  her  father  is  still  liv- 
ing. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorman  are  the  parents 
of  four  children — named,  Jesse,  Elmer,  Ilat- 
tie  and  Ada — two  girls  and  two  boys. 

Mr.  Dorman  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  public  matters,  and  has  been  prominently 
identified  witli  the  ofHcial  history  of  the 
township,  having  held  various  local  offices. 
In  political  matters  he  is  a  democrat.  Dur- 
ing his  early  manhood  Mr.  Dorman  followed 
Avagon-making  to  some  extent,  but  the  ]irin- 
cipal  portion  of  liis  life  has  been  devoted  to 
farming,  and  he  is  now  engaged  in  diversified 
farming  and  stock-raising. 


JASPER  WRIGHT,  an  enterprising  farmer 
of  Collinwood  township,  living  on  sec- 
tion 4,  was  born  in  Yancey  county,  N.  0., 
Jtanuary  4,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Jonathan 
and  IMaiy  (Bailey)  Wright,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  "  same  State."  "When 
he  was  a  boy  of  si.K  or  seven  years  old,  his 
parents  removed  to  Russell  count}-^,  Ya., 


where  lie  was  reared  to  manhood.  lie  re- 
mained at  liome  until  his  marriage,  after 
whicli  lie  started  for  himself  on  one  of  his 
father's  farms,  where  he  remained  until  July 
19,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
Fi-ftieth  Virginia  Infantry,  and  served  until 
he  was  wounded  and  captured.  On  being 
paroled  he  returned  to  his' home,  where  he 
remained  until  1865,  when  he  removed  to 
Lawrence  county,  Ohio,  but  the  following 
October,  came  to  Collinwood  townsliip,  this 
county.  He  took  up  a  claim  of  81  acres,  on 
.section  4,  where  he  now  lives.  His  entire 
wealtlj,  when  he  got  here,  was  $33,  his  gun, 
a  spider,  and  a  dinner  kettle,  and  his  wife, 
and  two  children.  lie  invested  three  dollars 
in  provisions,  and  the  balance  of  his  money 
in  a  cow,  and  settled  down  to  fi-ontier  life. 
Ilis  brotlier,  Waitsdel,  and  liis  family  were 
with  him,  and,  as  the  brother  was  sick,  he 
was  the  only  support  of  both  families,  and 
kept  them  going  in  venison  brought  down 
by  his  gun.  For  three  years  their  ovA^  meat 
was  of  this  variety.  He  is  now  well  fixed, 
however,  and  enjoys  life  in  a  more  comfort- 
able fashion, 

Mr,  Wright  was  married  January  0,  1858, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Taylor,  who  was  born  in 
Eussell  county,  Va,,  August  20,  1840,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Dycia  Taylor. 
They  have  had  a  family  of  five  children. 


ECKSTROM.  Prominent  among  the 
leading  citizens  of  Dassel  village  is  ex- 
sheriff  _Ekstromj_of  whom  liiis  sketch  is  writ- 
ten. Ilis  life,  which  began  in  Sweden,  Jan- 
uary 20,  1845,  has  been  a  diversified  one, 
his  early  years  having  been  passed  as  a  sea- 
man upon  the  boisterous  waters  of  the  North 
Atlantic,  and  the  more  placid  Pacific  Ocean, 
and  in  which  profession  he  rose  to  the  posi- 
tion of  mate.  Growing  tired  of  the  monot- 
ony of  sea  life  he  came  to  New  York  in 
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186Y,  and  in  company  with  E.  and  Gr.  Kal: 
ling,  came  directly  through  to  Meeker  county 
"Eyvray  of  St.  Paul.  During  the  winter  of 
tiiat  5'ear  he  followed  liunting  and  trapping 
Avith  the  other  jtwo  men,  and  in  August, 
186Y,  the  three  purchased  1100  acres  of  land, 
all  of  whicli  they  afterwards  sold  except  300 
acres  which  Mr.  Ekstrom,  icept  for  liis  own 
use,  and  on  '  which  he  carried  on  farming. 
This  was  on  section  3,  town  of  Greenleaf, 
and  upon  it  he  took  up  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  remained  there  until  1874,  when  he  sold 
out,  and  removing  to  Litclifield,  entered  into 
partnership  with  A.  T.  Koerner^  in  the  real 
estate  business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Ekstrom  &  Koerner.  He  remained  in  this 
until  1881.  Having  been  elected  sheriff  of 
the  county  in  1877  h6  assumed  the  duties  of 
that  office  and  held  it  for  six  years,  having 
been  twice  re-elected'.  After  the  termination 
of  his  official  career  he  entered  upon  the 
handling  of  grain  at  Morton,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1886  wlien  he  came  to  Dassel 
where  he  is  engaged  in  tlie  'real  estate  busi- 
ness with  Peter  J ohnsoii,  although  lie  still 
lives  at  the  county  seat. 

Mr.  Eckstrom  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss 
Helen  Sauvror,  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  foiir  children. 

WHEODORE  EHLERS,  of  the  firm  of 
Shaw  &  Ehlers,  riiillers  and  grain 
dealers,  Litchfield,  is  a  native  of  Mecklen- 
burg-Schwerin,  Germany,  born  December 
10,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Ohristian  and 
Amelit),  Ehlers.  He  received  his  education 
in  his  native  land,  and  there  acquired  some 
knowledge  of  the  milling  business.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  in  January,  1654,  while 
yet  a  young  man,  and  followed  the  profession 
of  amiller,  through  various  parts  of  Wisconsin, 
until  18C3,  when  he  located  in  the  city  of 
Minneapolis.    There  he  was  employed  in  the 


old  Cataract  mill,  which  was  the  first  and,  at 
that  time,  the  only  merchant  mill  in  the 
Flour  City.  After  two  years  spent  as  miller 
in  that  establishment,  Mr.  Ehlers  started  the 
Arctic,  now  St.  Anthony  mill,  which  he 
operated  for  about  a  year.  The  next  two 
succeeding  years  were  spent  by  him  in  the 
same  line  of  business  at  Chaska,  this  State, 
attsr  whicli  he  returned  to  ifiniioapolis, 
where  he  entered  the  'Washburn  Hour  mill, 
now  known  as  "B"  mill.  He  started  the 
Zenith  and  the  Galaxy  mills,  and  several 
others,  and  made  his  home  there  until  1877. 
At  that  time  he  came  here,  and  in  company 
Avith  Wx.  Bhaw,  purchased  the  Litchfield 
flouring  mill,  and  established  the  present 
business.  Shortly  after  its  purchase  the  new 
proprietors  remodeled  the  mill,  and  clumged 
it  to  the  roller  system,  and  improved  it 
throughout,  making  it  first-class  in  eveiy  res- 
pect. In  1882  the  firm  erected  their  eleva- 
tor. They  are  also  engaged  in  the  flour  and 
feed  business  in  Litchfield. 

Mr.  Ehlei-s  is  one  of  the  active  nveinbers  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  been  made  a 
Mason  in  Hennepin  Lodge,  No.  4.  lie  is  a 
member  of  llabboni  Chapter,  No.  39,  and 
Melita  Commandery,  No.l7,of  tliis  place,  and 
he  and  his  wife  both  belong  to  Fidelity 
Chapter,  Eastern  Star  degree,  of  which  Mrs. 
Ehlers,  formerly  Miss  EmmaE.  Elkins.  is  the 
present  secretaiy. 

>?^^ART1N  O.  NESS^  is  a  well-known 
M^Ss^i^  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Avho  re- 
sides on  section  32,  Litcliiield  township.  Ho 
is  a  son  of  Ole  Halverson  and  l^Fary  Ness, 
and  was  among  the  fii-st' white  ciiildreu  born 
in  Meeker  county,  having  first  seen  the  light 
on  the  old  Ness  homestead  February  11, 
1858.  His  father  and  mother  were  natives 
of  Norway,  and  among  the  first  settlors  of 
Meeker  county,  and  ]\[artiii  was  reured  on 
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the  fann  witli  tliem.  In  1881  he  purchased 
the  GundeT-Okon  fiirm^  and  commenced  the 
business  of  farming  on  his  own  account.  In 
1883  he  moved  the  old  homestead  house  onto 
his  place,  and  "  batched  »  it  there  until  Sep- 
tember 13,  1884,  when  he  was  married  to 
Hannah  Peterson,  who  was  born  in  Norway, 
J une  23,  1S59.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Tisa  Petei'son  Schonhovel.  Martin  Ness 
and  wife  have  iw^o  children— Oscar  Peter, 
born  October  18,  1SS5 ;  diaries  Randolph, 
born  January  31,  1887.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ness 
are  both  members  of  the  Norwegian  Luth- 
eran Ohurnl)  of  Grove  City. 

Carl  O.  Nkss,  of  Litchfield  township,  is 
anotlier  stm-dy  young  farmer,  who  was  born 
:^[eo.lver  county,  tlie  date  of  his  birth  being 
July  12, 18Go,  and  his  parents  being  OleHaU 
Ycrson  and  Mary  Ness.  He  is  of  that  hardy 
Norse  stock  that  make  successful  farmers  and 
substantial  citizens,  lie  owns  a  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land  adjoining  the  farms  of  hisbrotli- 
ers  Martin  and  Ilalver,  and  devotes  his  entire 
attention  to  farming  and  stock-raising,maldng 
his  home  M'ith  ]\Iartin.  lie  is  a  member  of 
tlie  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Litch- 
iiekl. 

3p)ATRlCK:  McCaffrey,  one  of  the  most 
UP  prominent  lind  well-to-do  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  m  tlio  nortliern  portion  of  tlie 
county,  resides  on  section  22,  ]\ranannah 
townsliip.  lie  was  born  in  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  on  tlic  SUi  of  ]\[arch,  1822,  aiid  is  a 
son  of  Patrick  and  Etlen  (AfcCai-ran)  McCuf- 
Ji'ti.V-  .He  grew  to  manhood  in  liis  native 
land,  acquiring  tiic  same  liabits  of  industry 
and  frugality  wliicli  are  characteristic  of  the 
race  from  whioii  he  springs.  His  ]iarents 
died  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  in  ISli  ho 
started  for  America,  landing  in  Boston,  and 
went  direct  to  Lowell,  IMass.,  where  lie  set- 
tled.   He  remained  there  until  ilay,  18G5, 


when  he  came  "West  to  Meeker  county,  Minn., 
aud  took  a  claim  in  Harvey  township,  where 
T.  "W".  Dougherty  now  lives.  He  dug  a  cel- 
lar, got  ready  to  build,  and  made  some  other 
improvements,  after  which  he  and  his  wife 
returned  to  Lowell,  Mass.,  for  the  rest  of  the 
family  and  goods.  During  their  absence  a 
party  jumjied  their  claim,  and  Mr.  McCaffrey 
lost  his  homestead.  The  family  remained 
in  Massachusetts  one  year,  and  then  returned 
to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  Mr.  McCaffrey 
took  a  claim  and  built  a  house  on  section  30, 
in  what  is  now  Harvey  township.  After 
living  there  for  one  year  they  were  burned 
out  and  lost  all  they  had.  When  this  mis- 
fortune overtook  them  they  returned  to  Low- 
ell, Mass.,  and  remained  there  until  18Y6, 
Avhen  they  again  settled  in  Meeker  county, 
locating  on  section  22,  Manannah  township, 
where  they  still  reside.  Mr.  McCaffrey  has 
a  valuable  farm  of  '200  acres,  where  he  car- 
ries on  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

In  1842  Mr.  McCaffrey  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  Quinn,  and  they  have  been  blessed 
with  nine  children,  as  follows— Patrick,  Rose 
Ann,  Owen,  James,  Thomas,  Mary  J.,  John, 
Mary  E.  and  Charles  IL,  all  of  whom  are 
living  except  Patrick,  Mary  J.  and  Charles 
H.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 

Mrs.  McCaffrey's  parents  were  natives  of 
Ireland.  The  ftither  died  in  his  native  land, 
and  the  mother  in  Lowell,  Mass. 

i^HARLES  F.  SPAULDING,  a  respected 
\|^  and  prominent  old  settler  residing  on 
section  22,  Forest  Prairie,  and  a  successful 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  is  a  native  of  Oxford 
county.  Me.,  born  on  the  14th  of  April,  1850, 
and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  F.  Spaidding.  His 
parents  are  still  living  in  Forest  Prairie  town- 
sliip, in  which  they  were  among  the  earliest 
settlers. 
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"While  Charles  was  still  young  his  parents 
removed  to  Scott  county,  and  in  1866,  they 
removed  to  Meeker  county.  "When  our  sub- 
ject was  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  in  Febru- 
ary, 13ff§7he  enlisted  in  the  First  Minnesota 
Hea-vy  .Artillery,  and  went  into  the  service, 
and  joined  his  company  at  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.  He  remained  in  the  service  until  July 
29,  1865,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Prairie  du  Oliien,  Wis.  He  then  returned 
to  Scott  county,  Minn.,  and  the  following 
year  the  family  settled  in  Forest  Prairie 
township,  where  they  have  since  lived.  Our 
subject  owns  240  acres  of  land  in  all,  and  de- 
votes his  attention  to  general  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  has  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing most  of  the  time  since  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, although  for  four  years  following 
1880,  he  carried  the  mail  from  Litchfield,  to 
Forest  City. 

Charles  F.  Spaulding  was  married  on  the 
1st  of  February,  1874,  to  Miss  Josephine 
Vossen,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Christian  Yossen,  a  respected  resident 
of  Forest  Prairie  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spaulding  have  been  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows — Joseph,  Frank,  Charles, 
Lydia  and  Julia. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Spaulding  is  a  re- 
publican. He  has  takeii  an  active  interest  in 
township  and  educational  matters,  and  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  official 
history  of  the  town. 

"H^a  M.  OLSON,  a  respected  and  influen- 
llMi^  tial  farmer,  who  lives  on  section  21, 
Greenleaf  township,  was  born  in  Sweden, 
on  the  11th  of  February,  1839.  His  father 
died  in  Sweden,  and  he  Avas  brought  up  on  a 
farm,  learning  tlie  same  habits  of  economy 
and  industry  which  characterize  a  majority 
of  that  nationality.  In  1867  he  sailed  for 
the  United  States  and  settled  at  Kock  Island, 


III.  He  remained  tliere  until  1873,  when  he 
removed  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  pur- 
chased the  farm  in  Greenleaf  township 
where  he  now  lives.  He  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  farming  opei>ations,  notwitli- 
standing  he  has  met  with  several  1'ever.ses  in 
losing  or  getting  poor  crops,  but  his  industry 
has  not  been  withbut  its  reward  and  he  is 
now  in  comfortable  circumstances.  He  now 
has  100  acres  of  land,  substantial  buildings 
and  a  good  lot  of  stock.  , 

Mr.  Olson  was  married  in  1876  to  Jolianna 
0.  Johnson.  In  religious  matters  Mr.  Olsqii 
is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  God ;  ami  in 
political  aifairs  he  affiliates  with  the  rejnib- 
lican  party.  His  motlier  I'esides  with 
him. 

/^REN  W.  TOPPING,  who  is  engaged 
in  tlio  ha}'  and  straw  baling  business 
in  the  village  of  Litcljfield,  was  born  in 
Greenleaf,  Meeker  county,  November  11, 
1800,  and  is  the  son  Charles  G.  and  Louisa 
Jrl.  (Briggs)  Toi)ping. 

The  fatlior  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir, 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county,  was  born 
in  Tompkins  county,  N.  Y.,  April  11,  1834, 
and  made  his  home  there,  witli  his  parents, 
until  1855.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  ho 
removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  ho  lived  until 
the  fall  of  1857,  when  he  came  to  this  vicin- 
ity, setthng  at  Hutchinson,  McLeod  county. 
The  following  spring  ho  took  up  a  claim  on 
section  10,  Cedar  Mills  township,  which  he 
commeneed  improving  as  a  farm.  In  Janu- 
ary, ISOO,  he  returned  to  liis  native  State, 
and  was  tliere  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Louisa  M.  Briggs,  and  with  her  returned  the 
following  spring  to  his  farm. 

In  18G1,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Fourth 
Minnesota  Infantry,  and  served  until  Sep- 
tember, 18C4,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from   the  service  for  disability, 
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owing  to  disease  contracted  in  the  army. 
His  family,  at  tiio  time  of  the  Indian  out- 
brciilf,  Jiaving  fled  back  to  New  York  State, 
lie,  on  receiving  his  discharge.,  went  tijere 
<md  brought  them  back  to  IMinnesota,  and 
made  liis  home  upon  his  farm  until  1872, 
-NviiGn  lie  sold  out  and  came  to  the  village  of 
Titchiield,  where  lie  now  lives.  IJis  wife, 
tljfi  mother  of  our  subject,  and  thi'ee  bi-oth- 
ers  and  one  sister,  died  February  14,  1888. 
She  syas  a  most  estimable  woman,  an  affect- 
ionat(}  wife  and  indulgent  mother,  and  who 
posseiisod  the  esteem  of  all  witli  whom  she 
came  in  contact. 

Oren  W.  remained  with  his  parents  while 
they  lived  upon  the  farm,  but  some  time 
after  coming  to  Litchfield,  commenced  to 
learn  the  barber's  trade,  M-hicb  he  follo^ved 
for  some  time,  after  which  ho  established  his 
present  business. 

MELS  JOHNSON,  a  successful  and  en- 
terprisingfarmm-  and  stock-raiser,  re- 
siding on  section  32,  .Union  Grove  township, 
is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  July  IT,  1836, 
and  a  son  of  John  and  Maggie  Hanson.  His 
early  life  was  spent  in  his  native  land,  where 
he  learned  the  mason's  trade,  and  acquired 
the  habits  of  industry  and  frugality  which 
are  characteristics  of  the  Swedish  people. 

In  1880  he  came  to  the  United  State.^  and 
made  his  Avay  direct  to  Meeker  county,  Minn. 
He  first  located  at  Grove  City,  Avhere  he  fol 
lowed  his  trade,  and  remained  tlicre  for  four 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
came  to  Union  Grove  township  and  pur- 
chased ItlO  acres  of  land  on  section  32,  where 
he  now  lives.  His  residence  is  a  comfortable 
new  frame  building,  and  he  is  rapidly  getting 
his  farm  in  tillable  condition. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  in  October,  1863, 
in  Sweden,  to  Miss  Hannah  Peterson,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Hannah  Trolson .  She 


was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  18th  of  Decern,' 
ber,  1831.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  have  been 
the  parents  of  five  children,  three  of  whom 
are  dead.  The  two  living  children  are  as 
follows— Mary,  born  May  18,  1866;  and 
John,  born  May  13,  1868.  Mary  married 
O.  0.  Olson,  and  now  lives  in  Harvey  town- 
ship, and  John  is  still  at  home. 

3^ RANK  Mclaughlin,   a  prominent, 
JP^  energetic,  and  industrious  farmer,  liv- 
ing upon  section  10,  Manannah  township,  is 
a  native  of  county  Tyrone,  Ireland,  born 
March  16,  1828,  and  "son  of  William  and 
Alice  A.  McLaughlin.   He  remained  beneath 
the  parental  roof   until  some  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  but  foreseeing  the  utter  impos- 
sibility of  ever  acquiring  a  competency  in 
his  oppressed  native  land,  he  came,  like  many 
•  of  his  countrymen,  to  the  free  shores  of 
America  to  hew  out  his  own  fortunes.  Af- 
ter sjiending  about  a  year  in  the  cotton  mills 
at  Lowell,  Mass.,  he  repaired  to  Eoston  and 
found  employment  in  a  rolling  mill,  where 
ho  continued  for  three  years.  The  next  seven 
years  ivere  passed  in  various  places,  en- 
gaged  at  various   employments,  and  the 
spring  of  1861  found  him  in  Columbus,  Ind. 
While  there,.  Aprilie,  of  that  year,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  Thirteenth  Indiana 
Infantry,  and  was  in  the  engagement  at  Rich 
Mountain,  W.  Va.,  July  11,  1861,  and  the 
balance  of  the  campaign  under  Gen.  George 
B.  JIcOlellan.   On  March  23,  1862,  he  was 
with  his  regiment  and  took  part  in  the  first 
battle  at  Winchester.   During  the  Cliicka- 
hominy  campaign  he  participated  in  the 
Seven  Days'  battles  which  terminated  at  Mal- 
vern Hill.  From  that  time  on  Mr.  McLaugh- 
lin's fortunes  were  those  of  the  regiment, 
one  of  the  best  knoAvn'  in  the  Indiana  con- 
tingent in  the  Armies  of  the  Potomac  and 
Shenandoah.   He  served  at  the  siege  of  Pe- 
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tereburg,  Ya.,  in  the  spring  of  1864,  and  was 
discharged  at  Indianapolis  on  July  2,  1864. 
He  ^03  three  times  wounded,  once  severely. 

On  liis  discharge  Mr.  McLaughlin  returned 
to  Lowell  and  went  to  worlc  in  a  factory 
tliere.  In  April,  186G,  he  came  to  Meeker 
county,  and  settled  where  he  now  lives.  lie 
has  made  all  tlie'improveraents  here  and  en- 
dured while  doing  so,  all  the  hardsliips  of 
early  settlers.  He  was  married  on  the  31st 
of  July,  1S64,  to  Miss  AnnaBreen,  who  has 
become  the  mother  of  four  children — Wil- 
liam J.,  born  Juno  30,  1865  ;  Mary  A.,  born 
January  10,  1868;  Maggie  E.,  born  Febru- 
ary 21,  IStl ;  and  Alice  C,  born  January 
13,  187Y. 

^^^EORGE  B.  STROBECK.  a  progressive 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  living  near 
the  village  of  Litchfield,  is  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  county, 
July  6,  1846.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm 
with  his  parents,  Henry  and  Fanny  Strobeck, 
and  Avas  primarily  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  county,  and  afterward  re- 
ceived an  academic  course  of  four  years  in 
the  St.  Lawrence  Academy.  In  September, 
1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Celes- 
tia  M.  Thomas.  They  have  one  child,  Fred- 
erick, born  December  4, 1SY2. 

George  continued  the  conduct  of  his 
fathei-'s  farm  some  five  years  after  liis  mar- 
riage, and  then  purchased  a  farm  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  which  he  operated  until 
187T,  when  failing  health  compelled  him 
to  make  a  change.  In  the  fall  of  tliat  year 
he  came  to  Meeker  county-,  and  pui-chased 
the  northeast  quarter  of  section  13,  Litclifield 
township,  and  the  following  spring  brought 
his  family  on,  and  began  life  anew  on  a  piece 
of  land  without  a  dollar's  worth  of  improve- 
ments on  it,  and  after  having  been  reduced 
in  health  and  circumstances  by  two  j'^ears  of 


severe  sickness.  He  noAv  has  one  of  tlie  best 
improved  farms  in  tlie  townsliip,  and  has 
fully  regained  his  liealtli  and  strength.  His 
antecedents  were  i-emarkable  for  their  lon- 
gevity, his  grandfather  being  107  years  old  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  and  his  grandmother 
103,  while  his  great-grandmotlicr  is  known 
to  have  reached  the  age  of  120.  Islv.  Stro- 
beck is  a  model  farmer,  and  devotes  his  en- 
tire attention  to  tlie  improvement  of  his 
farm,  and  is  getting  a  fair  start  in  the  intro- 
duction of  high  grade  stock^  The  family 
are  members  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Churcli.  In  politics  Mr.  Strobeck 
is  a  staunch  republican,  and  in  1887  was 
elected  to  the  board  of  supervisor  on  that 
ticket. 

l^RANK  J.  TWOMBLY,  one  of  the  pro- 
grcssive  farmers  of  Cosmos  township, 
living  on  section  23,  is  the  son  of  James  and 
Ellice  Twombly,  and  is  a  native  of  MoKeeno 
county,  Pcnn.,  born  in  1857.  lie  was  reared 
among  the  hills,  and  amid  the  picturesque 
surroundings  of  his  native  county,  until  he 
Avas  about  six  or  seven  years  of  age,  when 
his  parents  removed  to  St.  Anthony,  tliis 
State,  whore  the}'-  made  their  liome  until 
1878,  Avhen  they  came  to  Meeker  county  and 
located  on  the  ])lace,  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  Frank.  The  latter  accompanied  his 
parents  hei-e,  and  I'emained  with  them  until 
1884,  when  he  purcliasetl  the  homestead  of 
his  fathei',  upon  which  he  now  carries  on 
agricultural  pui-suits.  His  father,  after  dis- 
posing of  his  ]n'operty,  emigrated  to  far-olf 
Oregoji,  settled  there  iind  is  still  a  resident 
of  that  State.  Frank  Twomhly  has  hold 
several  minor  local  oiiices  as  a  preparatoi-y 
school  to  the  more  imjiortant  ones  which, 
no  doubt,  the  future  holds  in  store  for  him. 
Ho  is  a  careful  business  man,  and  holds  the 
i-espect  of  all  who  know  him. 
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MELS  A.  DRAXTEN  is  one  of  the  thrifty 
and  enterprising  farmers  of  Acton 
townsliip.  Like  so  mtxnY  of  the  residents  of 
tlie  western  part  of  Meeker  county,  he  is  a 
native  of  Norway,  born  on  the  6th  of  Octo- 
ber, ISoO,  the  names  of  his  immediate  ances- 
tors being  Andrew  F.  and  Mary  Draxten. 
His  early  life  was  spent  in  his  native 
land,  but  in  18G9  he  sailed  for  the  United 
States,  and  upon  his  arrival,  came  direct  to 
Minneapolis,  where  he  was  employed  in  saw- 
mills. Seven  yeare  later  he  came  to  Meeker 
county  and  purchased  111  acres  of  land  on 
section  11,  in  Acton  township,  where  he  now 
lives.  He  has  a  good  farm  and  valuable  im- 
provements— a  neat  two-story  house,  26x32 
feet  in  size,  witli  an  addition  14x14,  and  also 
a  substantial  barn  28x54  feet  in  dimensions. 
His  parents  live  with  liim,  and  he  has  four 
brothel's  wlio  are  ]\[eeker  coimty  farniors,  all 
of  whom  are  married. 

Ml'.  Di'axton  is  a  democrat  in  political  mat- 
ters, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all 
matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  his  town- 
ship, lie  is  a  well-posted  and  intelligent 
citizen,  and  is  liighly  respected  by  his  neigh- 
bors, lie  lias  lield  a  number  of  township 
offices ;  was  elected  supervisor  in  1881  and 
served  one  term,  and  in  March,  1886,  was 
elected  township  treasurer. 

JTeSSE  v.  BRANHAM.  sr.,  one  of  the 
^  ])ioneers  of  tliis  locality,  was  born 
April  18, 1803,  in  Scott  county,  Ky.,  and  lived 
there  until  1811,  when  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Franklin,  Jefferson  county,  Ind.  He 
learned  the  millwright's  trade  there  and  fol- 
lowed it  for  some  years,  at  one  time  owning 
a  half-intei'est  in  tlie  mill  at  Franklin,  and 
an  interest  in  the  woolen  mill  at  the  same 
place.  In  1S5Y  he  removed  to  Meeker 
county,  and  took  up  a  claim  in  the  town  of 
Litchfield,  where  he  made  his  home  until  the 


tragic  days  of  the  Indian  outbreak  in  1862, 
when  he  took  his  family  to  a  place  of  secur- 
ity, and,  although  then  nearly  sixty  years  of 
age,  returned  to  help  defend  the  country.  He 
it  was  that  volunteered  to  ride  to  the  State 
capital,  with  the  demand  of  the  settlers  for 
help,  a  service  of  danger  and  fatigue,  as  the 
road  then  was  nearly  one  hundred  miles 
long.  After  fulfilling  his  duty  here  he  went 
to  Minneapolis,  where  his  family  were  and 
and  there  spent  the  winter.  In  the  spring  of 
1863,  he  and  his  family  returned  to  Forest 
City,  and  two  years  later  to  the  old  home- 
stead. In  1864  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  county  treasurer,  and  served  for  six  years. 
In  1874  Mr.  Branham  sold  his  farm  and 
moved  to  the  village  of  Litchfield,  where 
he  now  resides.  He  was  married  Decem- 
ber 21,  1821,  to  Miss  Mary  Butler,  and  they 
have  been  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living,  namely — Jesse  V. 
Jr.,  William,  Mrs.  Gullet,  and  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Oampbell,  Mrs.  Branham  died  June  12. 1888. 
at  Litchfield. 

MICK  BAUER.  The  subject  of  this  bi- 
ography, a  respected  and  enterprising 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  residing  on  section 
1,  Forest  Prairie  township,  is  a  native  of 
Prussia,  Germany,  born  on  the  20  th  of 
March,  1853,  and  a  son  of  Goodheart  and 
Mary  (Earncsf)  Bauer.  In  1865  the  family 
sailed  for  the  United  States,  and  after  a 
voyage  lasting  for  forty  days  they  landed  at 
New  York  City,  and  at  once  proceeded  by 
way  of  St.  Paul  to  St.  Cloud,  in  Stearns 
county,  Minn,, 'where  they  were  among  the 
first  settlers.  They  settled  on  a  farm  about 
nine  miles  from  St.  Oloud,  and  that  was  the 
home  of  the  parents  until  the  time  of  their 
death.  Goodheart  Bauer  and  wife  were  the 
parents  of  a  large  family  of  children,  the 
names  of  their  offspring  being  as  follows — 
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Lena,  Mary,  Lizzie,  Gertrude,  Lucy,  Katie, 
Peter,  John  Peter,  Michael,  Nick,  Matt  and 
Hobart. 

NickJBauer,  the  subject  of  our  present 
sketch,  was  married  on  the  14th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1879,  at  Minneapolis,  to  Miss  Lizzie 
Fenniman.  a  native  of  Germany.  She  be- 
came tlie  mother  of  one  child,  a  girl  named 
Mary,  and  the  mother  died  in  June,  1880. 

Mr.  Bauer's  present  wife  was  formerly 
Miss  Mary  Roucli.  They  were  married  at 
St.  Nicholas,  Stearns  county,  on  the  9th  of 
November,  1882.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  living  children,  named  Anna  and  Peter. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Bauer  affiliates 
with  the  democratic  pai-ty.  The  family  are 
exemplary  members  and  active  supporters  of 
the  Catholic  Church. 


ICHARD  DOYLE,  a  progressive  and 
•i^  wide-awake  farmer,of  Darwin  town- 
ship, has  his  home  on  section  10.  He  is  a 
native  of  Upper  Canada,  born  about  the  year 
1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Terence  and  Margaret 
Doyle,  who  were  natives  of  the  beloved  but 
down-trodden  island  of  Ireland.  Eichard 
remained  for  many  years  in  his  Canadian 
home  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  for  he  was 
always  a  fanner  until  1807,  when  he  came  to 
the  States  and  settled  in  Meeker  county, 
where  he  now  lives,  and  where  he  has  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  ever  since. 

While  living  in  Canada  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Enriglit,  wlio  bore 
him  nine  children,  of  whoin  the  following 
sLx  still  survive — Michael,  John,  James  A., 
Eichai'd  T.,  Mary  and  Terence.  Their  oldest 
child,  Terence,  died  in  Canada,  as  did  Pat- 
rick,  in  1867 ;  Margaret  died  here  April  14, 
1888,  and  is  buried  in  Darwin. 

Mr.  Doyle  haa  given  a  great  amount  of 
attention  to  mixed  farming,  and  is  authority 
with  those  who  know  him  best  in  respect  to 


his  calling.  His  success  since  coming  here 
is  entirely  due  to  his  persistent  labor  and 
good  judgment,  and  is  an  excellent  example. 
There  is  no  flowery  road  to  success,  nothing 
but  diligent  work,  and  Mr.  Doyle  has  proven 
tliat  he  has  found  it  so.  lie  is  a  strict  mem- 
ber of  the  Eoman  Catholic  Cliiivch.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a  sincere  and  abiding  democrat, 
believing  that  in  that  party  lies  the  safest 
rules  for  the  preservation  of  our  National 
existence. 


JOHN  WISE,  who  is  successfully  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising,  upon  sec- 
tion 29,  Kingston  township,  is  a  native  of 
Miami  county,  Ohio,  born  April  8,  1835, 
and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Barbara  (Shope) 
Wise,  who  were  natives  of  Lancaster  county, 
Penn.  His  father  emigrated  from  the 
"Buckeye  State,"  in  his  later  days,  to  Indi- 
ana, where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy -nine 
years  nine  months  and  thirteen  days.  The 
mother  died  in  18G9.  Both  were  members 
of  the  G  erman  Baptist  Cliurch,  and  ivere  tJie 
parents  of  fourteen  children,  who  all  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood.  Their  names 
were — Jacob,  John,  Samuel,  Andreas,  Levi, 
Isaac,  Abram,  Henry,  Daniel,  Elizabeth, 
Sallie,  Teena,  Barbara,  and  Mary. 

John  Wise  was  reared  in  Miami  county, 
Ohio,  upon  the  paternal  farm,  where  he 
lived  until  attaining  his  majority,  receiving 
in  the  halc3'-on  days  of  youth  the  elements 
of  a  good  education.  He  commenced  farm- 
ing in  his  native  State,  and  from  there  moved 
over  into  Indiana,  where  ha  lived  until  1879, 
when  he  came  to  Minnesota,  locating  in 
Meeker  county,  on  the  place  where  he  now 
lives. 

The  subject,  of  this  historical  notice  was 
united  in  marriage,  January  2,  1855,  witli 
Miss  Sarali_Ghristian^  a  native  of  Ponnsyi- 
vania,  and  daugliterof  Solomon  and  Pullio 
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Christian,  natives  of  the  "Keystone  State" 
also.  By  this  union  there  have  been  six 
children  born,  namely — Samuel,  living  in 
"Wisconsin ;  and  Anna,  Fannie,  Elizabeth, 
Barbara,  and  Sara  Jane,  all  of  whom  are 
married,  but  the  son.  In  his  politics  Mr. 
"Wise  is  a  steady  adherent  to  the  principles 
of  the  republican  party,  and  is  a  representa- 
tive man  of  the  township. 


ELS  EKMAN  is  a  farmer  on  section 
3i,  Swede  Grove  township,  where  be 
carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
Mr.  Ekman  is  a  son  of  Swan  and  IngraSwan- 


soq,  and  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  on  the 
2d  of  October,1853.  He  came  to  the  United 
States  in  ]  8Y1,  and  made  his  way  directly  to 
Meeker  county,  Miim.  He  worked  for  farm- 
ers in  this  part  of  the  State  until  about  1877, 
when  he  bought  a  farm  of  Peter  Elofson. 
Two  months  later  he  traded  this  for  a  farm 
in  Douglas  county,  but  did  not  move  on  to 
it,  and  soon  iifterward  traded  it  for  a  farm 
near  Grove  City,  in  this  county.  Two 
months  later  he  sold  this  and  went  to  Devil's 
Lake,  where  he  Avorked  on  the  railroad  one 
summer,  and  then  returned  to  Swede  Grove. 
In  the  spring  he  bought  a  farm  of  George 
Okeson,  where  he  now  lives.  He  has  120 
acres  of  land  on  sections  33  and  34,  his  build- 
ings being  on  tlie  latter  section.  By  industry 
and  economy  Mr.  Ekman  has  secured  a  good 
start,  and  is  in  comfortable  circum.stances. 
He  Avas  a  poor  man  when  he  came  here — so 
poor,  in  fact,  that  he  owed  for  his  passage 
from  his  native  land  to  the  New  World,  and 
lie  worked  for  two  years  to  pay  the  debt. 
Mr.  Ekman  was  married  to  [Miss  Ellen  An- 
derson, a  daughter  of  Bcngt  and  Betsy  llan- 
8on.  They  have  been  blessed  witli  two  chil- 
dren — Betsy,  born  March  21,  1884,  and  An- 
drew, born  February  2,  1887.    Mrs.  Ekman 


was  born  in  Sweden  on  the  28th  of  Novem- 


ber, 1859.  Her  mother  is  dead,  and  her 
father  lives  in  Swede  Grove  township.  Mr. 
Ekman's  father  is  dead,  and  his  mother  is 
still  living  in  Sweden,  her  native  land.  In 
political  matters  Mr.  Ekman  is  a  republican. 

I'^HE  SUBJECT  of  this  sketch,  "W.  J. 
"WnnTiNGTON,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Litchfield  greenhouse  and  market  garden,  is 
a  native  of  Sussex,  England-j  born  December 
28, 1863.  From  the  time  that  he  was  old 
enough  he  spent  his  time  in  a  greenhouse  and 
garden  in  his  old  home,  on  the  south  coast  of 
his  native  land,  until  he  was  about  fourteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  this  country 
and  located  in  Union  Grove  township,  in  this 
county.  He  passed  some  three  years  in  that 
vicinity,  and  then  removed  to  Litchfield. 
Tlie  first  six  months  he  was  here  he  spent  in 
attendance  at  the  high  school,  after  Avhich, 
for  about  four  years,  he  was  employed  at 
farm  labor.  In  the  fall  of  1885  he  leased  two 
town  lots  on  the  corner  of  Third  and  IIol- 
comb  streets,  with  the  intention  of  establish- 
ing a  floral  and  plant  conservatory  for  local 
and  shipping  trade'.  He  broke  the  first 
ground  for  this  enterprise  September  12, 
1885,  and  by  his  energy  and  perseverance 
soon  built  up  an  active  trade  and  an  enviable 
reputation.  These  grounds  proving  too  small 
for  his  rapidly  increasing  business,  in  the  fall 
of  1887  Mr.  Whittington  purchased  some  five 
acres  of  ground  in  Greenleaf's  addition  to  the 
town,  a  portion  of  which  he  is  laying  out  as 
a  private  park,  for  the  purpose  of  floral  dis- 
plays, which  is  to  bear  the  name  of  Garfield 
Park.  In  this  our  subject  proposes  to  show 
the  growth  and  culture  of  the  various  flow- 
ers and  plants  susceptible  of  outdoor  exposure 
in  this  climate,  and  exhibit  some  features  of 
landscape  gardening.  It  is  the  intention  to 
hold  annual  horticultural  shows  and  festivals 
here,  given  by  the  generosity  of  the  propri- 
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etor  to  his  friends  and  patrons  throughout 
this  section  of  the  State.  In  connection  with 
this  Mr.  "Whittington  can-ies  on  market  gar- 
dening, and  being  connected  with  the  business 
part  of  the  city  by  telephone,  can  malce  deliv- 
eries at  short  notice.  He  also  handles  all  the 
various  tools  used  in  gardening,  pots,  and  in- 
structions as  to  the  cultivation  of  plants  and 
flowers,  and  is  prepared  to  furnish  bouquets 
and  floral  decorations  for  weddings  or  other 
festive  occasions. 

■      n        ■t^tTS^?!  ttti  I  I 

H  UGUST  ERICKSON,  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  a  prominent  farmer 
who  lives  on  section  15,  inGreenleaf  town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Sweden  October  3, 
1851,  and  his  parents  were  natives  of  the 
same  land,  his  father  having  been  born  in 
1809  and  his  mother  in  1812.  His  father 
died  when  he  was  only  twelve  yeai-s  of  age 
and  he  was  early  in  life  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources.  His  mother  is  still  living.  In 
1872  he  came  to  the  United  States  and  set- 
tled at  Brocton,  Chautauqua  county,  IN".  Y. 
Two  years  later  he  removed  to  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  and  remained  there  about  four  months 
after  which  he  came  to  Meeker  county,  and 
settled  in  Greenleaf  toAvnship,  where  he  has 
since  lived.  He  arrived  here  in  the  fall  of 
1874.  He  has  a  valuable  farm,  substantial 
improvements  and  is  in  prosperous  circum- 
stances. He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
religious  matte)'S  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Mission  Friends  Church. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  1873,  he  was  married 
to  Christina  Peterson^  Avho  is  also  a  native 
of  Sweden.  Her  parents  were  also  natives 
of  the  same  country,  her  mother  still  liv- 
ing, but  tlie  father  having  died  several  years 
ago.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erickson  have  been  blessed 
with  seven  children,  all '  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, as  follows — Anna,  born  September  5, 
1874 ;  Hildur,  born  June  4,  1876 ;  Salma, 


born  May  9,  1878;  Frida,  born  March  11, 
1880;  Agda,  born  February  21,  1882;  Ed- 
ward Emil,  born  March  22,  1881 ;  and  Albert, 
born  December  29,  1885. 

/^^WEN  PRINTY,  a  prosperous  and  well- 
to-do  agriculturist  of  Darwin  town- 
ship, residing  on  section  14,  is  a  native  of 
that  gem  of  the  sea,  Ireland,  born  about  the 
year  1831.  Eeared  among  the  beautiful 
scenery  of  that  ever-verdant  isle,  Mr.  Prin- 
_ty_ha(l  no  wish  to  leave  it,  Avero  it  not  for 
the  fact  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  stay 
there  and  enjoy  more  than  the  barest  necesaa- 
I'ies  of  life,  so  oppressed  and  down-trodden 
are  its  people  by  foreign  misnile. 

In  October,  1860,  Owen  was  married  to 
Miss  Alice  McGill,  a  native  of  the  same 
country,  and  the  following  year  the  young 
couple  determined  to  seek  a  new  home  in 
free  A'rjwica,  where  a  man  could  raise  his 
condition  if  he  chose.  They  accordingly 
embarked,  and,  crossing  the  ocean,  landed  at 
Quebec.  From  there  they  came  direct  to 
St.  Paul  and  St." Anthony,  and  in  the  latter 
city  Mr.  Printy  remained  some  five  or  six 
months.  He  then  came  to  Meeker  county, 
but  after  a  stay  at  Forest  City  of  some  five 
or  six  months  more,  he  was  driven  back  to 
St.  Anthony  by  the  terrible  Indian  outbreak 
of  1862.  Four  years  later,  with  his  family, 
he  left  St.  Anthony,  where  they  had  been 
living,  and  coming  to  Meeker  county,  settled 
in  Darwin  township,  on  the  farm  Avhei'e  he 
now  lives,  where  he  has  ever  since  made  his 
home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Printy  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children — Ellen,  Mary,  Owen,  Alice, 
John,  Joanna  and  Michael,  all  living  but 
Joanna,  who  died  November  29,  1877.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Eoman  Catholic 
Church. 
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ICHOLAS  NELSON,  a  highly  res- 
^3]  pectedolcl  settler  of  Litolilield  town-- 
lip,  was  born  in  Su'etlen,  October  23,  1849. 
His  father,  Bengt  Nelson,  was  born  in  1815, 
and  (lied  in  Meeker  county,  in  1874.  Ilis 
mother,  Christine  Nelson,  was  born  in  Swe- 
den, in  1805,  and  at  tliis  date  (1888)  still 
lives  near  neighbor  to  Nicholas.  The  family 
came  to  America  in  1856,  and  lived  in  Knox 
county.  111.,  till  1858,  when  theN"-  came  to 
Meeker  county,  by  way  of  tlie  river  to  Car- 
ver coimty,  and  took  up  a  claim  on  section 
22,  of  what  is  now  Litchfield  township. 
Nicholas  has  three  half  brothers  and  one 
InUf  sister,  namely — Swan,  Nels  and  Peter 
Swanson,  and  Ilannali  Swanson  Vorys. 

At  the  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak  the 
family,  consisting  of  Nicholas  and  liis  father 
and  mother,  were  living  on  tlie  old  claim, 
about  two  miles  from  where  Litchfield  vil- 
lage now  stands.  After  receiving  the  warn- 
ing of  the  onslaught  of  tlie  savages  on  that 
memorable  ITtli  of  August,  the  family  took 
refuge  for  the  night  in  the  house  of  Nels 
Swanson,  and  they  next  ]iroceeded  to  Forest 
Cit3^  After  remaining  there  a  short  time, 
they  went  to  Washington  county  and  stayed 
there  during  the  winter,  returning  to  the 
fnrm  in  the  spring.  Nichohis  continued  to 
assist  his  father  in  carryingon  the  farm  until 
the  latter's  death,  when  he  took  the  helm 
himself,  and  has  operated  it  in  a  quiet, 
though  successful  way.  In  18T9  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Emma  Olson,  a  native  of  Sweden. 
They  have  four  children — Charles,  Josephine, 
Ellen  and  Alfred. 


OHN  W.  TORREY.  One  of  the  most 
successful  and  enterprising  farmers 
of  Union  Grove  township,  js  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  heads  this  article.  He 
is  a  resident  of  section  26,  and  his  enter- 


prise is  manifested  in  the  substantial  build- 
ings wliioh  he  has  erected,  and  his  farm,  as  a 
whole,  is  a  credit  to  the  township  in  which  he 
resides. 

Mr.  Torrey  is  a  son  of  John  A.  and  Ann 
E.  (Diamond)  Torrey,  and  was  born  forty 
miles  west  of  Detroit,  in  Jackson  county, 
Michigan,  on  the  29th  of  December,  1838. 
Ilis  mother  died  Avhen  he  was  still  a  boy  of 
eight,  and  he  remained  with  his  father  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  old,  when  he  started 
out  to  earn  his  own  way  in  the  world.  In 
1855  he  came  to  Minnesota  with  his  father, 
and  remained  here  two  years  working  on  a 
farm,  after  which  he  returned  to  Michigan. 
Three  years  later  he  came  back  to  Minne- 
sota, and  in  October,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the 
First  Minnesota  Battery,  and  went  south  for 
service  with  his  company.  He  saw  very 
active  service,  and  participated  in  the  follow- 
ing battles — Shiloh,  Corinth,  second  Corinth, 
Yicksburg,  Champion  Hill,  luka,  Atlanta, 
Columbia  and  Goldsborough. 

He  remained  in  active  service  for  three 
years  and  seven  months,  and  was  finally 
mustered  out  at  St.  Paul,  on  the  2d  of  July, 
18G5.  lie  then  came  to  Meeker  county  and 
looked  over  the  country,  but  did  not  locate 
until  March,  18GG,  when  he  took  eighty 
acres  on  section  -26,  in  Union  Grove  town- 
ship. He  remained  there  for  two  years  and 
then  sold  his  right,  and  purchased  forty 
acres  of  railroad  land.  He  has  since  added 
additional  pieces,  until  he  now  owns  210 
acres  of  land,  his  buildings  being  located  on 
section  25. 

Mr.  Torrey  was  first  married,  December 
5,  1868,  to  Miss  Laura  Vincent  who  died 
March  22,  18Y8.  She  left  four  children,  as 
follows — Agnes,  'born  October  26,  18Y0; 
Hulda,  born  January  26, 1872 ;  Jolliette  E., 
born  May  29,  1874;  and  Bernice,  born  May 
29, 1877;  died  March  7, 1878. 

Mr.  Torrey 's  second  marriage  was  with 
Miss  Emily  F.  Snell,  daughter  of  James  and 
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Mary  Snell.  She  is  a  native  of  Madison 
county,  Ind. 

In  the  winter  of  1865-6,  the  husbixnd  of 
Mr.  Torrey's  sister  was  frozen  to  deatli,  and 
the  care  of  his  sister  and  her  three  .children, 
devolved  upon  him.  She  was  with  him 
three  years,  when  she  removed  to  Litclifield, 
and  has  since  married. 

Mr.  Torrey  has  met  with  considerable  bad 
luck.  He  had  some  $1,400  in  money  when 
lie  came'  to  the  county,  but  lost  in  all  in 
three  years,  from  various  causes  beyond  his 
control.  In  18^7  the  grasshoppers  took  his 
grain,  and  one  year  he  paid  $2.50  per  bushel 
for  seed  wheat,  and  sold  his  meager  crop  in 
October  for  50  cents  per  bushel.  Thus  luclc 
ran  against  him  until,  when  he  bought  the 
first  forty  of  his  present  farm,  he  did 
not  have  a  dollar.  Ilis  enterprise  and  indus- 
try, however,  have  not  been  unrewarded,  as 
he  is  now  one  of  the  most  comfortably 
"fixed"  farmers  in  the  township.  lie  is  a 
republican  in  political  matters,  and  has  taken 
considerable  interest  in  township  matters, 
and  held  various  local  offices,  including  that 
of  supervisor  for  four  years. 

MNTHONY  WAYNE  COLEMAN  is  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  town  of 
Collinwood,  and  lives  on  section  31,  where 
he  has  a  fine  farm  of  180  acres.  He  is  a 
native  of  Buchanan  county,  Va.,  and  is  the 
son  of  Riciiard  and  Nancy  (King)  Coleman, 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  respect- 
ively. His  father  was  a  merchant  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Grundy,  and  owned  a  large  stock 
farm  besides.  "When  the  war  broke  out  ho 
joined  the  "  Home  Guards,"  and  while  absent, 
from  home  on  duty  was  taken  prisoner  by 
the  Federals.  By  disguising  himself  he  man- 
aged to  escape,  but  found  that  the  Confeder- 
ates had  cleaned  him  out  of  everytliing  in 
his  absence.   {Disgusted,  he  i-eturned  and 


and  enlisted  in  the  federal  army,  and  was 
afterward  killed  in  battle.  The  family,  being 
left  destitute,  removed  to  Louisa,  Ky.,  where 
they  lived  until  1864,  at  which  time  the  fam- 
ily came  to  Minnesota.  At  that  time  the 
family  consisted  of  Mrs.  Coleman  and  her 
eight  children — Lewis,  Joseph,  Anthony, 
Maiy  Jane,  Pric}-^,  Ellen,  Crosby  and  Carrie. 
They  settled  in  Hutchinson,  McLeod  county, 
where  the  mother  died  two  years  later,  and 
the  children  were  scattered.  Anthony  worked 
around  from  place  to  place  until  he  was 
about  eighteen  years  old,  at  which  time 
he  commenced  attending  school,  spending 
two  years  in  the  district  schools,  one  year 
in  the  Hutchinson  Iligli  School  and  tiie  last 
term  in  the  State  Normal.  He  then  came 
to  Collinwood,  and  for  eleven  years  taught  a 
portion  of  eacli  year.  In  1877  he  purchased 
the  farm  where  ho  now  lives,  anil  has  nuido 
it  his  home  ever  since.  He  was  married 
April  4,  1878,  to  Miss  Lydia  McKinney, 
daughter  oE  Jolin  and  Lydia  (Hicks)  McKin- 
ney. By  this  union  they  have  five  cliildren — 
Lydia,  born  January  0,  1879 ;  Joseph,  born 
August  29, 1880;  James,  born  September  13, 
1882 ;  Jane,  born  May  5, 1884 ;  anil  Theresa, 
born  July  7,  1886. 

J^TENRY  C.  ROWLEY.  The  subject  of 
1^1  this  sketch  is  a  well-known  and  highly 
respected  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  residing 
on  section  20,  Forest  Prairie  township,  and 
an  ex-Union  soldier. 

Mr.  Eowley  was  born  in  Carroll  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1844,  and  is  a 
son  of  "William  and  Ann  (]\[orlcdgc)  Eowley. 
The  parents  wore  natives  of  England  ;  the 
father  came  to  the  United  States,  Avhen 
seventeen,  and  the  motiiei',  wlicn  eleven 
years  of  age.  They  were  mari-ied  in  Ohio. 
The}"^  are  now  both  dead  ;  the  fiitiier  died 
June  23,  1877,  in  Bartholomew  county,  Ind., 
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aged  seventy -live ;  and  the  mother  died  in 
September,  1887,  aged  ninety-six  years. 
They  (Henry's  parents)  had  thirteen  chil- 
dren. 

Henry  C.  Eowloy,  our  subject,  spent  his 
school  days  in  Jennings  and  Bartholomew 
counties,  Ind.  On  the  11th  of  November, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Sixth  Indi- 
ana Volunteer  Infantr}-^,  and  went  into 
service,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Green 
river,  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Marietta,  Chicka- 
mauga,  and  Atlanta,  besides  many  skir- 
mishes. He  was  finally  discharged  at  Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn.,  on  the  21st  of  November, 
1805,  and  returned  to  his  former  home  in 
Indiana.  As  he  was  only  seventeen  years 
old  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment  he  resumed 
his  schooling,  after  his  return  from  the  war, 
and  attended  one  winter  term,  after  which 
he  was  employed  in  a  saw  mill,  and  also 
worked  at  mason  work,  having  learned  that 
tnule.  In  the  spring  of  1880  he  went  to 
Arkansas,  and  was  on  the  road  in  the 
machinery  business  for  about  one  year,  then 
lived  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  for  one  year, 
engaged  in  the  milling  business.  In  April, 
1882,  he  came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and 
purchased  his  present  farm  in  Forest  Prairie 
township,  where  he  has  since  lived.  lie  has 
one  of  the  best  improved  and  most  valuable 
farms  in  the  toAvnship. 

Mr.  Rowley  was  married  at  Columbus, 
Ind.,  December  IT,  1868,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Irwin,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of 
William  Irwin.  Her  father  was  tanner  by 
trade,  who  died  when  she  "was  quite  young. 
Her  mother  inarried  James  "W".  Polk,  and 
now  lives  in  the  same  township  as  her 
daughter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowley  are  the 
parents  of  six  children  living,  as  follows — 
William  Orien,  Lula  B.,  George,  Clarence, 
Grace,  and  Mattie.  One  child,  Nora  B., 
died  when  three  years  old.  The'  family  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church.« 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Rowley  is  a  repub- 


lican. He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
educational  and  official  matters,  and  is  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  township  .in 
which  he  lives. 

Jg^ERGUS  McCUSKER,  the  subject  of  thig 
Jp^  personal  history, 'a  resident  of  section 
10,  is  one  of  the  most  successful  and  enter- 
prising farmers  and  stock-raisers  in  Harvey- 
towrisliip.  He  is  a  native  of  County  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  and  was  born  in  September,  1827. 
His  early  life  was  spent  in  the  land  of  his 
birth,  where  he  received  the  severe  and  rigid 
discipline  of  industry  and  frugality  which 
was  given  to  lads  of  his  nationality.  On  the 
1st  of  November,  1846,  he  sailed  for  America, 
landing  at  the  city  of  New  York,  and  a  few 
days  later  Avent  to  Newburyport,  Mass , 
where  he  worked  in  the  shijvyards  for  sev- 
eral j'ears.  "  From  there  he  went  to  Lowell, 
Mass.,  where  he  secured  work  in  a  cotton  fac- 
tory and  remained  until  1855.  In  the  spring 
of  that  year  he  started  west  and  located  in 
Illinois,  arriving  there  on  the  4th  of  April. 
Remaining  in  that  State  during  the  inter- 
vening time,  in  1859  he  came  to  Meeker 
county,  Minn.,  and  located  in  Harvey  town- 
ship, where  he  still  lives.  Here  he  was  liv- 
ing with  his  family  peaceably  carrying  on  his 
farming  operations  when  the  Indian  out- 
break occurred.  Mr.  McCusker  at  once 
moved  his  family  to  Forest  City,  and  a  few 
days  later  to  Clearwater,  where  he  left  them 
and  he  returned  temporarily  to  finish  his 
harvesting.  In  the  same  fall,  1862,  he 
brought  his  family  back,  and  has  since  made 
this  his  home  without  interruption. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  1848,  Mr.  McCusker 
was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  McNulty,  and 
they  have  been  the  parents  of  seven  children 
the  two  oldest  of  whom — Charles  and  Charles 
A. — are  dead.  The  five  living  children  are — 
James,  Mary  Ann,  Rosella,  Maggie  and 
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Charles,  James  is  married.  Mary  Ann  is 
now  Mrs.  Patrick  McQuid,  of  Swift  county, 
Minn.  The  family  are  active  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  McCusker  acts  in- 
dependent of  party.  By  his  thrift,  industry 
and  frugality  he  has  accumulated  afine  prop- 
erty, and  now  has  a  splendid  farm  of  460 
acres,  which  is  one  of  the  best  improved 
farms  in  Meeker  county.  His  enterprise  is 
manifested  in  his  building  improvements, 
which  ai-e  a  credit  to  any  farming  district.. 
He  has  a  windmill  on  his  place  arranged 
with  the  necessary  machinery  so  tliat  he  can 
grind  all  his  grain  except  for  flour,  and  also 
does  all  such  work  as  sawing  Avood,  churn- 
ing, etc. 

/^kLE  LARSON,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
Acton  township,  was  born  in  Nor- 
way, on  tlie  9th  of  January,  1835,  and  is  a 
son  of  Lars  and  Katrina  Anderson.   He  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1855,  and  settled  in 
Illinois,  where  he  worked  for  various  farmers 
until  1861,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and 
took  a  homestead  on  section  26,  in  Acton 
township,  where  he  now  liVes.    Mr.  Larson 
had  barely  got  settled  in  his  new  home  when 
the  terrible  Indian  outbreak  of  1862  began. 
He  visited  Baker's  house — where  the  first 
murder  was  committed — at  about  eleven 
o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  killing,  and  could 
hear  .tlie  Indians  yelling  and  shooting  in  the 
neighborhood,  some  of  the  bullets  coming  so 
near  that  he  could  hear  them  sing  as  they 
passed  his  head.   Fearing  that  a  large  force 
of  Indians  would  come  he  returned  to  his 
homestead,  and,  gathering  together  what  few 
things  he  could  readily  carry,  he  went  to 
Forest  City.   The  same  night  the  Indians 
.burned  his  house,  grain,  and  destroyed  all 
else  that  tliey  could.   At  Forest  City  he  got 
a  house  to  live  in,  and  on  the  night  of  the 


attack  upon  Forest  City  he  went  to  the  stock- 
ade for  safety,  and  the  Indians  burned  the 
house  which  he  had  occupied.  After  the  . 
close  of  hostilities  he  returned  to  his  farm 
and  has  since  made  it  his  home;  He  has 
been  very  successful  in  his  farming  opera- 
tions and  is  now  Avell  off.  He  has  a  com- 
fortable house  and  fine  farm  buildings. 

Mr.  Larson  was  first  married  in  the  spring 
of  1861,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ilalverson,  who  died 
in  1870.    His  second  marriage  was  Avith 
Mrs.  Dora  Hanson.    Her  first  husband  Avas 
Andrew  Hanson,  who  died  in  Norway  in 
1863,  and  by  whom  she  htid  two  children  — 
Sophia  and  Hans,  botli  of  whom  were  born 
in  1855.   By  these  marriages  Mr.  Larson  hjis 
had  the  following  children— Betsy,  born 
January  9,  1863;  Louisa,  bom  in  March, 
1865 ;  Hannah,  born  March  1,  1867 ;  and 
Lewis,  born  May  7,  1869.   Betsy  married  A. 
0.  Lawson_,  a  general  merchant  of  Gi'ove 
City;  Louisa  married  Andrew  Bjorhus,  a 
farmer  in  Greenleaf  township  ;  Hannah  mar- 
ried OIof_01son,  a  farmer  in  Acton  township; 
and  Lewis  is  living  at  home  with  his  parents. 

TOHN  KNIGHTS,  one  of  the  leading 
P  stock-buyers  of  Litchfield,  is  also 
engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  that  vil- 
lage. He  is  a  native  of  Eaton,  Canada, 
born  February  27,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Catherine  (Iloburn')  Knights. 
Botli  of  his  parents  were  natives  of  the  Em- 
erald Isle,  who  had  come  to  the  Dominion 
several  years  previous.  John  Avas  reared  in 
tlie  county  of  his  birth,  upon  the  farm  of 
his  father,  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
nineteen,  Avhen  he  came  to  the  United  States 
and  located  at  St.  Paul,  this  State.  He 
remained  in  that  place  and  in  Hennepin 
county  for  about  four  yeai-s,  engaged  in 
lumbering,  and  then  moved  to  Oshkosh, 
Wis.    In  the  spring  of  1861  he  enlisted  in 
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tlie  First  ;^[innesota  Infantry,  for  three 
niontiis,  aud  on  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  service,  re-enlisted  in  tlie  Third  Minne- 
sota Infantry.  He  participated  in  the  for- 
tunes of  the  regiment  until  March,  1863,  when 
he  was  mustered  out  for  disability.  Sc  ^ling 
in  Wright  county,  at  the  time  of  the  out- 
break lie  w£is  made  scout  and  guide  to  one 
of  the  columns,  after  which  he  served  as 
deputy  provost  marshal  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Mr.  Knights  remained  at  farming  in 
Wriglit  county  six  years,  and  then  ran  a 
store  at  Ookatofor  eighteen  months,and  after 
spending  another  year  in  lumbering,  he  came 
to  Litchfield  and  went  into  the  livery  business 
with  A.  L.  McOarger.  Four  years  later  he 
commenced  the  cattfe  business.  In  1886  the 
firm  of  Ross.  &  Knights  was  formed.  In 
April,  1864,  he  married  Miss  Helen  Marr 
Jenks,  a  native  of  Illinois,  who  had  come  to 
this  State  in  her  childhood.  By  this  union 
there  have  been  born  nine  children — Henry 
H.,  Yiola  E.,  Gertrude  E.,  Bertha  M.,  Win- 
nie M.,  Arthur  E.,  Allie  F.,  Harry  M.,  and 
John  A. 

J^)ETER  E.  LARSON,  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Litchfield  township,  was  born  in 
Sweden  March  1,  18i6,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  Meeker  county,  Minn.,  with  his  par- 
ents, John  and  Celia  Peterson  Larson,  in 
1857.  He  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when  the 
Indian  outbreak  occurred,  but  the  duties  of 
a  man  devolved  upon  him.  He  helped  move 
the  family  to  Forest  City,  then  Clearwater, 
and,  later  on,  to  Anoka.  While  the  family 
were  encamped  on  the  banlc  of  the  river 
opposite  Clearwater,  he  started  there  to  see 
them.  The  ferryman  refused  to  tal;e  him 
across  the  river,  tl»e  object  being  to  keep  all 
the  men  and  hoi-ses  on  this  side  of  the  river 
for  use  in  the  constantly  expected  conflicts 
with  the  Indians.    But  Peter  had  ktarted  to 


see  his  folks,  and  see  them  he  would,  at  all 
hazards.  So,  nothing  daimted,  he  tied  his 
clothes  on  his  back  and  swam  the  Father  of 
Waters,  in  defiance  of  the  mandates  of  the 
ferryman  and  all  his  men.  During  the  fall 
he  came  back  and  remained  at  the  old  home 
all  winter  and  the  following  spring  and  sum- 
mer, "keeping  bach"  with  his  brother  Louis. 
Af t(>r  iiis  father's  death,  in  186Y,  Peter  con- 
ducted the  farm,  and  still  lives  on  the  old 
homestead.  On  the  11th  of  June,  1870,  he 
was  married  to  Anna  Oleson,  daughter  of  Ole 
Ilawkinson.  Eight  children  have  been  born 
to  them,  two  of  whom— Charles  and  an  in- 
fant unnamed — are  dead.  The  others  are  all 
at  home  —  Josephine  Albertina,  Alice  A., 
George  William,  Alexander,  Amanda  and 
Iluldah.  Like  his  brothers,  Peter  has  ac- 
quired some  fine  property,  by  dint  of  hard 
toil  and  close  attention  to  business,  having  a 
splendid  farm  of  nearly  400  acres.  In  addi- 
tion to  farming,  he  has  for  many  years  car- 
ried on  the  business  of  threshing,  and  yearly 
adds  a  goodly  portion  to  his  earthly  store  by 
that  means.  He  devotes  considerable  atten- 
tion to  stock-raising,  both  native  and  blooded. 

—  •»  'S0^"<"  • 

/^VLE  K.  BJORHUS,  a  prominent  and 
\^!/  successful  farmer  residing  on  section 
18,  Greenleaf  township,  was  born  in  Norway, 
in  1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Knute  and  Martha 
Bjorhus.  In  1869  he  came  to  America  in 
company  Avith  his  oldest  son,  Knute,  and 
two  years  later  transported  the  rest  of  his 
family.  In  1878  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  on  section  18,  Greenleaf  township, 
where  he  still  resides.  He  has  reared  a 
family  of  seven  children — Matilda,  Knute, 
Lisa,  Louis,  Andrew,  Inga  and  Peter,  the 
last  named  of  whom  is  dead. 

Andkew  Bjorhus,  fifth  child  of  Ole  K. 
Bjorhus,  Avas  born  in  Norway,  October  6, 
1860,  and  came  to  America  Avith  the  family 
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in  1871.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  with 
his  father,  and  in  1884  purchased  a  farm  ad- 
joining, and  commenced  business  for  himself. 
The  same  year  he  was  married  to  Louisa 
Larson,  a  daughter  of  Ole  (Ilalvorson)  Lar- 
son, who  was  born  in  Meeker  county,  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1865.  They  have  one  chikl,  Maria 
Sarah,  born  May  26,  1887.  Both  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Ness  Lutheran  Church,  and  the 
family  are  highly  respected  by  all  who  know 
them. 

"T^OUIS  EKBOM,  a  fanner  and  stock- 
•  11^  raiser  of  Darwin  township,  living  on 
section  7,  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  in  the 
province  of  Gothland,  October  25,'  1833.  He 
remained  in  the  land  of  his  birth  until  1856, 
and  then  immigrated  to  the  United  States, 
landing  in  New  York,  from  whence  he  came 
direct  to  Minnesota,  and  settled  in  Carver 
county.  One  year  later  he  came  to  Meeker 
county,  locating  near  where  the  city  of  Litch- 
field now  stands.  The  first  year  he  did  what 
•he  could  find  to  do,  until  during  the  year 
1869,  when  he  removed  to  Forest  City  and 
opened  the  first  shoemaking  shop  in  that 
place,  and  in  the  county.  He  continued 
there  in  that  line  until  the  starting  of  Litch- 
field, when  he  put  up  one  of  the  first  build- 
ings in  that  city,  and  opened  a  shoe  store  and 
shop  for  the  making  of  foot  gear.  This  he 
ran  successfully  for  twelve  years.  In  1880 
he  sold  out  his  place  and  removed  to  the 
farm  in  Darwin,  where  he  now  lives. 

When  the  Indians  murdered  the  Jones  and 
Baker  families,  on  the  17th  of  August,  1862, 
Mr.  Ekbom  was  at  the  house  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  Nels  Elofsoriy  in  Swede  Grove,  where 
they  were  holding  a  meeting  to  find  means 
to  raise  money  with  which  to  procure  substi- 
tutes in  the  army,  not  desiring  tliat  any  in 
their  town  should  be  drafted.  Toward  even- 
ing'our  subject  started  for  the  house  of  Ole 


Munson,  a  neighbor,  and  on  the  way  met 
nine,  Indians,  six  of  whom  were  mounted, 
who  made  motions  for  him  to  go  back,  but* 
he  did  not  understand  them,  and  went  on  to 
his  destination.  On  his  return  t6  Elofson's^ 
he  found  these  Indians  there,  quietly  smok- 
ing their  pipes,  and  after  talking  witii  the 
whites  went  north  toward  Manannah.  Hear- 
ing the  nevvs  of  the  killing  of  the  settlers  in 
Acton,  they  sat  up  and  watched  all  that  night 
and  in  the  morning  joined  the  party  at  the 
inquest  and  burial  of  the  lii-st  victims  of  the 
massacre.  Mi-.  Ekbom  that  night  stayed 
with  Nels  Elofson,  and  in  the  morning  went 
to  Forest  City,  but  a  few  days  later  went  to 
St.  Paul,  where  he  remained  about  a  year 
and  then  returned  to  Forest  City. 

February  15,  1868,  Mi*.  Ekbom,  wiis  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  "Williams,  and 
by  this  union  there  have  been  born  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

In  politics  Mr.  Ekbom  is  a  republican,  and 
in  religious  views  aififiatcs  with  the  Metho- 
dist Church. 

——■ ^-i'g^j' • 

PETER  MclNTYRE.  who  is  engaged  in 
carrying  on  farming  upon  section  14, 
of  Mannanah  township,  is  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  that  part  of  the  county  lying 
north  of  Crow  river.  He  is  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, born  in  1839,  but  his  mother  dying  in 
his  childhood,  he  was  taken  to  Scotland  by 
his  relatives,  with  whom  he  was  reared.  He 
made  his  home  in  that  land  of  heaths  and 
braes  until  he  was  almost  nineteen  3'ears  of 
ago,  at  which  time  he  concluded  to  cross  the 
ocean  and  come  to  America.  He  set  out  and 
landing  upon  Columbia's  shore  made  directly 
for  Joliet,  111.,  whei'e  his  elder  brothei-s  were 
living.  Hemade  his  home  in  that  place  for  two 
years,  but  in  1860  he  removed  to  Kansas, 
but  one  year  later  lie  returned  to  Joliet.  On 
the  20th  of  July,  1862,  our  subject  enlisted 


48o 


MEEKER  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA, 


in  the  Nineteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  which 
was  a  part  of  the  famous  Fifteenth  Corps, 
comniamlecl  by  Gen.  John  A.  Logan.  He 
participated  with  the  regiment  in  many  a 
hardly  contested  field  throughout  their  long 
and  valued  service,  principal  among  Avhicii 
were  the  siege  and  capture  of  Yicksburg, 
battles  of  Corinth,  Chattanooga,  Missionary 
Ridge,  all  the  various  engagments  in  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  including  the  capture  of 
the  city.  At  the  battle  of  Jonesboro,  Aug- 
ust 31,  186i,  Peter  Mclntyre  was  badly 
wounded  in  the  shoulder  by  a  minne  ball,  so 
that  he  could  not  march  with  Sherman  to  the 
sea.  He  was  sent  north  on  a  furlough,  after 
spending  some  time  in  the  general  hospital, 
and  thirty  days  later  reported  at  Nashville, 
where  he  was  in  the  convalesent  hospital  dur- 
ing the  bloody  battle  fought  for  its  posses- 
sion. On  his  recovery  our  subject  was  placed 
in  a  pioneer  corps,  and  there  served  until 
June  6,  1865,  when  he  was  discharged. 

About  the  11th  of  August,  the  same  year, 
Mr.  Mclntyre  came  to  Meeker  county  and 
took  up  a  homestead  of  160  acres  where  he 
now  lives,  but  which  was  then  entirely  cov- 
ered with  heavy  timber.  He  lived  here  off 
and  on  until  his  marriage,  since  which  time 
he  has  made  it  his  home.  He  was  married 
November  Y,  1870,  at  Forest  City,  to  Miss 
Catharine  Klaas.  They  have  a  family  of 
ten  children— James,  Mary,  John,  Nellie, 
Thomas  F.,  Peter,  Edward,  Matilda,  Philip 
Sheridan,  and  Ilosanna.  Mr.  Mclntyre  is 
one  of  the  board  of  school  directors,  and 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. He  is  a  member,  also,  of  Frank  Dag- 
gett Post,  No.  35,  G.  A.  R. 

1B)ICHARD  FOURRE,  a  leading  agricult- 
urist  of  Darwin  township,  having  his 
residence  on  section  10,  is  a  native  of  Canada 
West,  born  February  8,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of 


George  and  Eliza  (Wymanl  Fourre.  His 
father  was  born  in  England,  although  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
native  of  France,  and  was  Richard  Fourre 
by  name.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Gardner  Wy man,  a  native  of  Scotland. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch  remained  in,  his  Canadian  home  until 
185Y,  when  iie  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  settled  in  Kane  county,  111.,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  some  five  years.  Remov- 
ing to  Grant  county.  Wis.,  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  he  made  that  his  home  until  1865,  when 
he  came  to  Meeker  county,  and  made  a  set- 
tlement in  Da"win  township,  on  the  property 
where  he  now  lives.  While  a  resident  of 
Grant  county,  April  18,  1863,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Morgan  (Condon)  Gro- 
gen.  While  still  a  citizt  a  of  the  "  Badger 
State,"  Mr.  Fourre  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Seventh  Wisconsin  Infantry,  on  the  27th  of 
February,  1864,  and  was  assigned  for  duty 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  partici- 
pated with  the  regiment  in  the  sanguinary 
contest  known  as  the  hattle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, where  he  received  some  slight  injuries 
from  a  spent  shot.  In  the  battle  of  Spot- 
sylvania, which  followed  some  time  after,  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  have  his  thumb  blown 
off,  and  was  transferred  to  the  Twenty-Fourth 
Regiment,  Teteran  Reserve  Corps,  stationed 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he  remained  on 
duty  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  one 
of  the  guards  over  Mrs.  Surratt,  just  before 
her  hanging,  and  over  the  infamous  Dr. 
Mudd.  Ho  received  his  discharge  July  25, 
1865,  and  returned  to  his  home. 

Mr.  Fourre  is  a  republican  in  his  political 
faith.  His  wife  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Catholic  Church. 

Mrs.  Fourre  was  born  January  6,  1838,  in 
County  Limerick,  Ireland.  She  came  to 
Grant  county.  Wis.,  with  her  parents,  David 
and  Mary  (Galway)  Condon,  in  the  spring  of 
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1847.  The  parents  were  botia  born  in  County 
Limerick,  Ireland. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fourre  are  the  parents  of 
the  following  children— Mary  F.,  born  De- 
cember 16,  1858 ;  George,  born  January  16, 
1864;  James,  born  April  28,  1866;  Richard, 
born  March  16, 1868 ;  Laura  0.,  born  May  26, 
18Y0;  John  A.,  born  October  8,  1872;  Char- 
ley A,,  born  November  10,  1874;  Frederick 
E.,  born  December  20,  1876 ;  and  Lucy,  born 
December  22, 1878. 

TEETER  R.  PETERSON  is  a  prosperous 
1^  and  respected  farmer  who  resides  on 
section  23,  in  the  township  of  Danielson,  in 
which  he  was  one  of  the  very  earliest  set- 
tlers. He  comes  of  the  same  nationality 
which  by  their  industry  and  frugality  have 
done  so  much  toward  the  development  of 
Minnesota's  resources.  He  was  born  in  Nor- 
way on  the  10th  of  October,  1838,  and  is  a 
son  of  Eolof  and  Eachel  Peterson.  The 
family  came  to  tKe  United  States  in  1857 
and  located  in  Rock  county.  Wis.,  where  the 
father's  death  occurred,  and  where  the 
mother  still  resides. 

Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  the  United 
States,  in  1857,  Peter  R.  Peterson^  our  sub- 
ject, began  life  for  himself,  by  working  for 
farmers  in  "Wisconsin,  and  remained  there 
until  June,  1864.  At  that  time  he  came  to 
Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  Avent  to  work  for 
Ever  Jackson^  a  farmer  in  Litchfield  town- 
ship. In  the  spring  of  1865  he  removed  to  a 
homestead  which  he  had  taken  on  section  2, 
in  Danielson  township,  thus  becoming  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  that  township,  the  only 
settler  at  that  time  within  its  limits  being 
KTels  Danielson.  Mr.  Peterson  remained 
upon  his  farm  until  1872,  when  he  sold  out 
and  removed  to  a  farm  which  he  had  pur- 
chased in  Iowa.  In  1874  he  sold  the  Iowa 
farm  and  returned  to  Danielson  township, 


where  he  bought  the  farm  on  section  23, 
upon  wliich  he  still  resides.  He  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  farming  operations  and 
now  owns  104  acres  of  land,  sixty-four  of 
which  is  in  Danielson,  and  the  balance  in 
Cosmos  township,  besides  which,  in  1882  he 
gave  his  son,  Elof,  eighty  acres  on  section 
23,  Danielson  township.  He  was  apoorman 
when  he  came  to  America,  and  his  present 
comfortable  circumstances  are  entirely  due  to 
his  own  efforts  and  industry. 

While  in  Wisconsin  Mr.  Peterson^ was  mar- 
ried  to  Miss  Mary  Andei'son,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  five  children — Elof,  borli  Sep- 
tember 19,  1862;  Ralph,  born  November  11, 
1864;  Anna,  born  October  1,  1866;  John, 
born  June  20, 1869;  and  Eliza,  born  November 
20, 1871,  died  August  13, 1873.  The  daugh- 
ter Anna,  married  Hans  Olson,  of  Greenleaf 
township.  The  sons,  Ralph  and  John,  are  in 
Dakota.  Mr.  Peterson's  fii-st  Avife  died  on 
the  25th  of  May,  1880,  and  on  the  16th  of 
October,  1885,  he  was  married  to  Carrio 
Olson,  the  widow  of  Christian  Jacobson.  By 
her  former  marriage  she  had  four  children, 
as  follows — Jacob  Jacobson,  Olo  Jacobson, 
John  Jacobson  and  Christina  Jacobson. 

Mr.  Peterson  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  the  public  matters  affecting  his  township, 
and  has  held  various  offices  of  a  local  nature, 
including  the  following:  Township  super- 
visor, two  years;  school  director,  two  or 
three  years,  and  road  overseer,  two  years.  In 
political  matters  he  affiliates  with  the  repub- 
lican party. 

BR.  E.  B.  WEEKS,  dentist,  residing  in 
the  village  of  Litchfield,  is  a  native 
of  Hartland  Waukesha  county.  Wis.,  boi-n 
September  30, 1857,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  E.  (Bissell)  Weeks.  His  father 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a 
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farm  until  Jie  was  about  twenty  years  of 
age.  His  early  educational  advantages  were 
somewhat  limited,  but  he  attended  t)ie  dis- 
trict school  xvhen  tiie  opportunity  occurred, 
and  being  of  a  studious  nature  studied  by 
himself  whenever  he  had  any  leisure  from 
the  duties  of  tlie  farm,  thus,  by  energy  and 
pel-severance,  laying  a  good  foundation  of 
knowledge.  Shortly  before  attaining  his 
majority  our  subject  went  to  Dakota,  where 
he  spent  one  year,  and,  returning,  entered  a 
dental  office'in  Wliitewater,  Wis.,  where  he 
remained  until  he  had  become  proficient  in 
the  theory  and  practice  of  that  profession. 
In  1883  ho  came  to  Litchfield  and  opened 
His  present  office,  over  Bevell  Bros.'  drug 
store,  and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  an 
extensive  practice,  having  gained  the  reputa- 
^ition  in  this  community  of  being  a  man  of 
sterling  wortii  and  excellent  ability. 

The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  and  a  Christian  gentleman.  He 
takes  great  interest  in  the  good  of  the  vil- 
lage and  enjoys  the  esteem  of  all  wlio  know 
him. 

MELS  WAYLANDER.  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Acton  township,  is  a  native 
of  Sweden^  and  came  to  this  country  in 
1852,  with  his  wife  and  child,  he  having  mar- 
ried Miss  ElsaSwan.  The  first  winter  after 
coming  here  he  spent  in  Knoxville,  111., 
and  tlie  following  summer  in  Moline,  but 
late  that  year  he  emigrated  to  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  and  after  numerous  difficulties  got  his 
little  family  to  Chisago  county,  this  State, 
where  he  took  up  a  claim.  This  he  sold 
shortly  after,  and  owned  and  occupied  various 
l)iecos  of  real  estate  tliere,  until  the  spring 
of  1837,  when  he  came  to  Meeker  county 
and  settled  on  section  4,  Acton  township, 
lie  afterward  took  up  a  homestead  on  the 
same  section,  and  later,  purchased  adjoining 


land  until  he  had  accumulated  a  fine  prop- 
erty. For  many  years  he  was  busily 
engaged  in  operating  this  farm,  but  has  now 
retired  from  the  active  cares  of  life.  He 
has  given  each  of  his  sons  a  farm,  and  his 
daughter  a  tract  of  timber  land.  In  1862, 
with  the  other  settlers  here,  he  passed 
through  the  terrible  vicissitudes  of  the 
Indian  troubles.  On  the  night  of  the  Acton 
murder,  he  was  with  the  party  who  set  out 
from  Swede  Grove,  as  detailed  elsewhere. 
He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  movements 
of  that  autumn,  and  relates  many  hair- 
breadth escapes  and  thrilling  stories  of  those 
eventful  days.  On  Sunday  afternoon, 
August  IT,  18fi2,  six  Indians  slopped  at  his 
cabin  and  talked  with  him,  and  it  is  the  sup- 
position that  they  were  the  red  fiends  who 
had  murdered  Jones,  Baker^  etc.,  in  that 
town,  but  a  few  hours  previous. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  "Waylander  are  the  parents 
of  five  children,  as  follows:  Nels,  born 
September  12,  1851,  married  and  hving  in 
Acton  ;  Betsy,  born  in  May,  1854,  is  dead ; 
Ellen,  wife  of  George  Oakeson,  born  April 
20, 1860,  living  in  Grove  City;  Lewis,  born 
September  12,  1860,  died  September  18, 
1878  ;  and  Albert,  born  February  20,  1863, 
married  and  living  in  Paynesville,  Minn. 
Mr.  Waylander  is  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  the  county,  and  merits  and  receives 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  commu- 
nity, for  his  industry,  thrift,  and  social 
uprightness  and  sterling  integrity. 

'^^^ ILLIAM  P.  CHANEY.  Among  the 
thriving  farmers  of  CoUinwood 
township,  there  is  none  more  prominent 
than  the  subject  of  this  biography.  He  was 
born  in  Eussell  county,  Ya,  January  16, 
1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Jolm  and  Elizabeth 
(Blair)  Chaney.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  North  Carolina,  and  his  matei'nal  great- 
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grandfather  was  born  in  Germany,  and  set- 
tled in  Pennsylvania  at  an  early  day.  The 
latter  married  and  moved  to  North  Carolina, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  101  years,  in 
1864:.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  a  daughter  of  General  Wilsoft,  of  Revolu- 
tionary celebrity. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  lived  with  his 
mother  until  attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  then  went  to  Pike  county,  Ky., 
where  he  was  married,  April  Y,  1858,  to  Miss 
Malinda  Sword,  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Eebecca  Sword.  Two  years  later  he-  moved 
back  to  Eussell  county,  Va.,  where  he  farmed 
about  four  years.  While  there  he  enlisted  in 
a  battalion  of  Virginia  cavalry,  and  served 
three  years  in  the  Confederate  Army.  He 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  after  lingering  in 
confinement  for  a  year,  enlisted  in  the 
Union  Army,  and  served  there,  on  the  fron- 
tier, thirteen  months.  After  his  discharge  he 
returned  to  Kentucky.  Two  years  later  he 
moved  to  Piatt  county.  Mo.,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  April,  1887,  when  he  came  to 
Meeker  county.  He  has  a  fine  farm  of  120 
acres  of  good  land.  Mr.  Chaney  is  the 
parent  of  ten  children. 

ETER  OLSON,  an  intelligent,  promi- 
nent and  successful  foriner  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Litchfield  township,  was  born  in 
Sweden,  April  7, 1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Ole 
and  Carrie  Peterson.  In  1870  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Betsy  Larson,  daughter  of  Louis 
Paulson.  No  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  but  they  have  adopted  and  are  rearing 
a  boy  named  John  Ockeson,  who  was  born 
in  Sweden  May  7, 1876.  Mr.  Olson  and  wife 
came  to  America  in  1872,  and  lived  near  St. 
Paul  until  1875,  when  they  came  to  Meeker 
county  and  settled,  pursuing  the  business  of 
farming.  Mr.  Olson  has  met  with  some  se- 
vere reverses  since  since  coming  to  Meeker 


county,  by  way  of  grasshoppei's  and  hail- 
stones, which  destroyed  a  good  portion  of 
his  crops,  but  he  still  ranks  as  a  successful  > 
and  enterprising  farmer. 

Tp)URNS  BROTHERS,  two  of  Meeker 
"1^^  county's  honest,  sober,  industrious  and 
prosperous  stock-raisers,  farmers  and  business 
men,  are  proprietors  of  the  Union  Stock 
Farm,  on  Tyrone  pi'airie,  in  Mariannah  town- 
ship. They  are  natives  of  Lowell,  !Mass., 
where  Edward  Frank,  the  elder,  was  born 
December  5, 1859,  and  where  Hugh  was  born 
November  25, 1861. 

Their  father,  Frank  Burns,  was  born  at  the 
same  place,  August  13, 1838,  just  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  and  his  mother  ))assed  to 
the  other  world  two  weeks  after  his  birth, 
Frank  Burns  learned'  the  miller's  trade,  and 
in  1858  was  married  to  Mary  Mo^lahon,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Ann  McMahon. 
When  the  foundation  of  the  government  was 
threatened,  and  the  stars  and  stripes  Averp 
fired  upon  by  Southern  traitoi-s,  Frank  Burns 
enlisted  and  went  into  the  service,  and  the 
fact  that  ho  nobly  did  his  duty,  and  answered 
to  every  call  where  danger  was  involved,  is 
attested  by  the  sad  fact  that  he  now  fills  an 
honored  soldier's  grave.  The  following  will 
explain  itself: 

COMMONWKALTn  OP  MABSAOIinBETTS,  ADJUTANT-  | 

Qenebal'b  Office,  Boston,  June  4, 1888.  J 
The  name  of  Frank  Burna.  of  Lowell,  aged  24,  occu- 
pation mill  operator,  is  borne  on  the  muster-out  roll  of 
Company  B,  Fortieth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teer Infantry ;  enlisted  August  18,  1883  ;  mustered  In 
August  22,  1862,  for  three  years;  killed  in  battle  J»ine 
8, 1864.  Samuei.  Dalton. 

Adjutunt-Qcneral. 

Frank  Burns  was  with  Grant's  advance  on 
Richmond,  and,  as  the  historian  has  already 
recorded, "  a  series  of  terrible  conflicts  ensued, 
in  which  blood  flowed  like  water."  He  was 
at  the  Wilderness  May  5th  to  7th ;  at  Spot- 
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S3'lvania  0.  II.  from  the  8th  to  the  12th ;  and 
at  Cold  Harbor,  a  few  miles  from  Richmond, 
June  3,  186i.  At  daybreak  on  that  date  a 
general  assault  Avas  made,  and,  twenty  min- 
utes after  the  first  shot  Avas  fired,  ten  thou- 
sand Union  men  Avere  stretched  Avritliing  on 
the  sod  or  still  and  calm  in  death.  Here 
Frank  Burns  met  his  death.  He  fills  an  hon- 
ored soldier's  grave — his  life  given  as  a  sacri- 
fice upon  the.  altar  of  his  country  and  his 
flag. 

Upon  the  death  of  the  father,  the  children 
and  bereaved  AvidoAv  lived  with  the  Avidow's 
father  and  mother,  Peter  and  Ann  Mc- 
Mahon,  the  grandfather,  becoming  guardian 
of  Edward  and  Hugh.  They  lived  happily 
together,  and  the  grandfather  invested  the 
money,  obtained  for  the  boys  from  the  gov- 
ernment, in  railroad  land,  as  he  received 
about  enough  to  meet  the  payments.  On  the 
3d  of  October,  1860,  they  came  to  Meeker 
county,  Minn.,  and  settled  in  Manannah 
township,  where  the  tAVO  boys,  AA'ith  their 
mother  and  two  sisters,  Mary  Ann  and 
Lizzie,  still  live  happily  together.  The 
grandmother  died  in  May,  18Y5 ;  the  grand- 
father March  11,  1883.  They  Avere  highly 
respected  by  all.  The  grandfather  Avas  a 
"  Father  Mathew  Temperance  man."  They 
were  buried  at  Forest  City,  Avliere  there  have 
since  been  interred  the  remains  of  EdAvard 
and  Hugh's  half-sister,  Ellen  Omelia  A.  Vin- 
tus,  a  young  lady,  sixteen  years  old,  Avho 
died  May  2,  1888.  Her  death  Avas  sincerely 
regretted  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends,  and  her 
funeral,' Avhich  Avas  presided  over  by  Father 
McDevitt,  Avas  very  largely  attended. 

In  1875  Edward  F.  Burns  started  West, 
and  entered  a  homestead  near  DeGraff.  He 
Avas  then  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  so  he 
used  his  father's  homestead  right.  He  farmed 
it  for  five  years  under  discouraging  circum- 
stances, meeting  Avith  roA'erses  in  the  loss  of 
crops,  Avhich  would  have  disheartened  the 
hardiest  of  men.  The  fourth  year  his  labors 


were  better  repaid,  as  he  cleared  about  $500, 
but  losing  the  following  crop  he  finally  left 
SAvift  county,  and  afterAvard  sold  his  farm. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1884,  he  took  a 
contract  to  ship  cattle  to  Miles  City,  Mont., 
and  during  the  foUoAving  spring  shipped  300 
head,  and  Avaa  very  successful  in  this  enter- 
prise. In  March,  1885,  he  purchased  the 
stallion  French  Emperor  II.,  and  Avas  also 
successful  in  this  venture.  With  him  he  se- 
cured the  second  premium  at  the  county  fair 
and  his  colts  rated  high.  Mr.  Burns  finally 
sold  the  animal  April  1, 1886.  On  the  15th 
of  September,  1886,  E.  F.  Burns  bought  the  - 
first  lot  that  was  sold  in  Eden  Valley,  erected 
a  fine  building,  and  October  19th,  established 
a  meat  market  and  farm  produce  exchange, 
and  supplied  the  railroad  contractors  with 
provisions.  He  also  bought  Avheat  and  dealt 
in  wood.  When  the  boom  began  to  "  weak- 
en," in  February,  1887,  he  sold  out. 

The  brothers  are  independent  in  politics, 
and  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  In 
1885  EdAvard  F.  Avas  elected  treasurer  of  his 
school  district,  Avhich  ofiice  he  filled  for  three 
years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1886  he  Avas 
elected  justice  of  the  peace.  He  has  also 
taken  an  active  interest  in  temperance  mat- 
ters, and  in  speaking  of  their  prosperity,  they 
say  they  attribute  the  success  of  their  firm  to 
"religion,  temperance  and  diversified  farm- 
ing." 

WAN  CARLSON.  The  subject  of  this 
biography  is  an  enterprising  and  thor- 
ough farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  32, 
Harvey  toAvnship.  He  was  bom  in  Sweden, 
May  4,  1848,  and  six  years  later  came  to 
the  United  States  Avith  his  parents,  landing 
in  the  city  of  NeAV  York,  but  after  a  Aveek's 
stay  came  to  Minnesota  and  located  at 
SAvede  Lake,  Chisago,  county.  He  made 
that  place  his  home  until  1871,  when  he 
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carae  to  Meeker  county  and  settled  on  the 
place  where  he  now  lives. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  May  16,  1872, 
with  Miss  Ellen  Nilson,  and  by  this  union 
there  have  been  born  seven  children  as  fol- 
lows—Edward, born  February  5,.  1873; 
Eugene,  born  July  12,  1874;  ■William,  born 
February  4,  1877 ;  Alvina,  born  February  9, 
1879 ;  Frank,  born  August  15,  1880  ;  Alfred, 
born  November  24,^1882 ;  and  Victoria,  born 
February  11,  1885'.  Mrs.  Carlson's  father 
died  in  Sweden,  his  native  country,  in  Octo- 
ber, 1878,  but  her  mother  is.  still  living  in 
the  old  country.  Mr.  'Carlson's  parents 
make  their  home  in  Chisago  county,  where 
his  father  carries  on  the  carpenter's  trade 
in  connection  with  his  farming  operations. 

In  his  political  views  our  subject  is  an 
adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  republican 
party,  and  has  held  several  local  offices.  He 
and  his  wife  are  zealous  rtiembei-s  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  and  are  exem- 
plary Christian  people.  Mr.  Carlson,  being 
imbued  with  the  natural  thrift  and  frugality 
of  the  race  from  which  he  sprang,  has  accum- 
ulated a  fine  property  consisting  of  280  acres 
,of  excellent  arable  land,  upon  wliicli  he  has 
made  some  excellent  improvements. 

T|iaOXLEY  R.  WOOD,  a  prominent  citi- 
11^  zen  of  Darwin  township,  has '  his  resi- 
dence on  section  7,  where  he  carries  011 
farming  and  stock-raising^  He  is  a  native 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  born  March 
23,  1828,  where  he  was  reared.  Remaining 
there  until  1856,  our  subject  then  removed 
to  Luzerne  county,  in  the  same  State,  and 
made  his  home  there,  among  the  picturesque 
scenery  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  for  about  three 
years.  About  1859  he  carae  to  Minnesota, 
and  settled  at  Minneapolis,  where  he  made 
his  home  for  some  two  years,  and  then  re- 
•  moved  to  Wright  county,  and  there  lived  for 


about  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  again  made  a  new  settlement,  this  time 
in  the  vicinty  of  Montevideo,  Chippewa- 
county,  this  State,  but  a  few  years  later 
returned  to  Minneapolis,  and  in  that  city 
remained  some  thirteen  years.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  Wright  county,  Mr.  Wood  was  a 
participant  in  many  of  the  exciting  scenes  of 
the  Indian  massacre  of  1862.  He  was  living 
on  Moore's  Prairie  at  the  time,  but  did  not 
feel  alarmed  until  he  heard  of  the  murder  of 
the  Dustin  family,  and  then  went  to  Minne- 
apolis, and  on  his  way  there  came  across  the 
corpses  of  the  victims  of  the  savages,  and 
assisted  in  their  burial.  He  came  back  to 
his  place  a  few  days  later,  and  gathered  up 
his  stock,  which  he  drove  to  a  place  of  safety. 

The  war  for  the  defense  of  the  Union  had 
been  progressing  some  time,  and  men  had 
become  quite  scarce  in  the  Northern  States, 
and  in  response  to  the  call  from  the  President 
for  more  troops,  in  1864,  our  subject  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  Sixth  New  York  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, and  served  with  that  regiment  under 
General  Slieridan.  He  was  assigned  to  the 
quartermaster's  department,  and  tiiere  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  mustered 
out  and  discharged  in  1865,  and  returned  to 
Wright  county,  Minn. 

Mr.  Wood  was  united  in  marriage  August 
18,  1850,  with  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Fisk.  By 
this  union  there  have  been  seven  children, 
four  boys  and  three  girls,  all  of  whom  are 
dead  except  one — Isaac  L.,  born  June  1, 1860. 
•  In  1884  Mr.  Wood  came  to  Meeker  county, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Darwin  town- 
ship. 

WILLIAM  MILLS  CAMPBELL,  the 
present  United  States  marshal  for 
the  district  of  Minnesota,  is  one  of  Meeker 
county's  most  prominent  citizens,  and  has 
been  identified  with  its  interests  from  pio- 
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neer  days.  lie  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  A))ril- 11, 1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Edward 
and  Eliza  (Mills')  Campbell.  The  father  was 
a  native  of  the  city  of  Londonderry,  Ireland, 
born  in  February,  1808.  lie  came  to  the 
United  States  in  183i,  and  in  Philadelphia 
learned  and  followed  plumbing  and  gas 
fitting.  In  1837  he  married,  moved  to 
Rutland,  Kane  county,  III.,  in  1842,  and 
shortly  after  purchased  a  farm  near  Elgin, 
where  now  stands  the  village  of  Gilbert. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  County 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  died  in  1848,  leaving 
five  children,  namely — William  M.,  Edward 
Augustus,  Louisa,  now  Mrs.  John  Fitzgerald, 
Fannie,  Mrs.  Michael  J.  Flynn,  and  Eliza  M., 
Mrs.  C.  F.  McDonald,  of  St.  Cloud. 

Willi.am  grew  to  manhood  upon  the  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  day  and  county,  which  he  at- 
tended during  tiio  winter  sessions.  In  1858, 
hearing  excellent  accounts  from  Minnesota, 
from  friends  here,  who  had  come  in  1856,  on 
the  first  of  May.  he  started  alone  for  Meeker 
county,  walking  the  entire  distance  from  St. 
Anthony  to  Forest  City,  arriving  there  the 
same  month.  He  was  for  some  two  years 
engaged  in  working  on  the  river  and  in  saw 
mills. 

In  1860,  his  father,  induced  by  the  de- 
scriptions of  the  son,  sold  out  and  came  to 
Meeker  county,  and  "William  helped  his  father 
get  settled,  and  took  up  a  claim  himself,  the 
southwest  quarter  of  section  26,  Forest  City 
township.  This  he  lost,  however,  by  enlist- 
ing in  the  service.  At  the  time  of  the  In- 
dian outbreak,  in  1862,  Mr.  Campbell  was 
temporary  in  Iowa,  but  hurried  back,  and  as- 
sisted in  oi'ganizing  a  force  of  young  men, 
stacked  and  took  care  of  all  the  grain  they 
could  find  cut  and  helped  some  thresh.  He 
then  enlisted  in  Company  A,  First  Minnesota 
Mounted  Hangers,  and  accompanied  Sibley 
in  the  campaign  to  the  Missouri  in  1863,  par- 
ticipating in  all  its  dangers,  and  in  all  its 


battles.  Returning,  he  re-enlisted  in  Com- 
pany D,  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry,  and  was 
a  part  of  the  expedition  under  General  Sully, 
and  served  two  years.  He  was  mustered 
out  December  5,  1865,  and  returned  home. 

The  following  year  Mr.  Campbell  entered 
into  mercantile  life  iri  company  with  his 
brother  Edward;  not  liking  that  line,  quit'  it 
and  engaged  in  farming,  opening  up  a  large 
farm  in  company  with  Michael  J.  and  Daniel 
Flynn,  his  brothers-in-law.  In  1868  he  pur- 
chased a  place  on  section  34,  in  Harvey,  to 
which  he  removed  the  following  year. 

In  1869  our  subject  was  elected  sheriff  of 
the  county  on  the  democratic  ticket,  over- 
coming a  republican  majority  of  about  500. 
He  was  re-elected  to  the  same  ofiice  in  18Y1, 
and  then  removed  to  Litchfield.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  his  second  term  he  commenced  the 
sale  of  agricultural  implements,  a  business 
he  followed  until  1877,  when  he  sold  out,  and 
in  company  with  W.  H  Jones,  became  general 
northwestern  agent  of  the  Gammon  &  Peering 
harvester  machinery.  In  the"fall  of  1877 
Mr.  Campbell  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature, to  which  he  was  re-elected  the  next 
year.  In  1880  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  Garfield  carrying  the  county  at  the 
same  time  by  a  majority  larger  than  the 
whole  democratic  vote.  Two  years  later  he 
was  defeated  for  re-election  by  fifteen  votes. 
His  record  In. the  House  and  Senate  is  highly 
creditable,  and  he  then  assumed  the  position 
of  a  leader  in  the  democratic  party  in  this 
State,  from  which  he  has  not  receded.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  national  democratic 
convention  at  Chicago,  in  1884,  and  received 
his  appointment  of  United  States  marshal  in 
February,  1886,  and  then  moved  to  St.  Paul. 

June  11,  1866,  Mr.  Campbell  was  married 
to  Miss  Lizzie  A.  Flynn,  -ftft^they  are  the 
parents  of  ten  children — John  A.,  Millie, 
Edward  Bennett  (deceased ),  Anna,  Grace, 
Edward,  James,  WiUiam  Lewis,  Michael  B., 
and  Mary. 
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AMES  NELSON  is  a  prominent  and 
wealthy  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  who 
resides  on  section  23,  Union  Grove  town- 
ship. To  avoid  repetition  we  must  refer  the 
reader  to  the  chapters  devoted  to  the  Indian 
'  trouble,  and  also  to  other  sketches  for  many 
of  the  most  interesting  features  in  the  his- 
.  tory  of  Mr.  kelson.  He  took  a  very  active 
and  prominent  part  in  those  trying  days. 

Mr.  Kelson  was  born  in  Ireland,  on  the 
18th  of  June,  1837,  and  was  a  son  of  Eobert 
and  Ann  kelson.  In  July,  1840,  he  came  to 
America  with  his  parents.  His  father  and 
mother  settled  near  Montreal,  in  Canada. 
East,  where  they  engaged  in  farming,  and 
remained  until  the  time  of  their  deaths. '  In 
August,  1856,  James  came  to  Meeker  county, 
Minn.,  and  preempted  160  acres  on  section 
23,  in  what  is  now  Union  Grove  township. 
This  place  has  since  been  his  home,  with  the 
exception  of  a  short  time  during  1862-3, 
when  they  were  driven  away  by  the  Indians. 
He  then  enlisted  in  the  Second  Minnesota 
Infantry  and  went  South,  remaining  there 
until  the  close  of  the  Avar,  when  he  again 
settled  upon  the  farm,  and  has  since  remained 
there.  He  has  one  of  the  most  valuable 
farms  in  the  township,  and  •  it  is  well  im- 
proved, with  substantial  farm  buildings. 

Mr.  ITelson  was  married  on  the  Yth  of 
April,  1867,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Caswell^  which 
is  said  to  have  been  the  first  marriage  within 
the  limits  of  Meeker  county.  Mrs.  ISTelson 
was  a  daughter  of  Carlos  and' Anna' Caswell, 
and  was  born  in  Canada  on  the  16th  of 
August,  1838.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson  have 
been  the  parents  of  six  children,  as  follows — 
"William,  born  November  24,  1858;  Frank, 
born  October  27, 1860;  Anna,  born  May  25, 
1863;  James,  born  July  9, 1870;  Orrin,  born 
July  9,  1872;  and  Albert,  born  October  21, 
1875.  Anna  married  William  Phillips,  and 
now  lives  in  Union  Grove  township;  they 
have  three  children — Mana,  Carl  and  Flor- 
ence.  William  married  Sarah  JSTewoomb, 


and  lives  in  Dakota;  they  have  one  child, 
Iva.  Frank  married  Ella  Hinds,  and  lives 
in  Dakota. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Nelson  is  a  repub- 
lican. He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
public  matters,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  the  county.  He  has  taken  a  promi- 
nent part  in  township  affairs  and  held  vari- 
ous local  offices. 

- .  •»  <»•  •  -  • 

SOREN  MORTON.  The  subject  of  this 
biogi-aphy  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent citizens  ©f  Danielson  township,  being  a 
resident  of  section  10,  in  that  subdivision  of 
Meeker  county.  Mr.  Morton  is  a  native  of 
Denmark,  born  on  the  29th  of  November, 
1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Morten  Johnson  and 
Johanna  Skovenborg;  Soren  remained  in 
the  land  of  his  birth  until  1863,  when  he 
came  to  the  United  States  and  fii-st  located 
in  Kipon,  Wis.,  where  he  remained  five  or 
six  months,  liaving  charge  of  a  farm.  He 
then  went  to  St.  Clare  county,  111.,  where  he 
worked  on  a  farm  until  March,  1864,  Avhen 
he  returned  to  Eipon,  and  again  took  charge 
of  the  farm  which  he  had  previously  had 
control  of.  In  the  fall  of  1864  he  came  to 
Meeker  county,  Minn.,  and  took  a  homestead 
on  section  10,  in  Danielson  toAvnship,  where 
he  now  lives.  After  taking  his  claim  he 
Avorked  for  different  farmers  for  a  time,  then 
Avent  to  St.  Paul,  and  remained  through  the 
Avinter,  Avorking  in  a  Avood-yard.  The  fol- 
lowing spring  he  returned  to  his  claim,  set 
out  some  trees  and  made  some  other  im- 
provements and  then  i-eturned  to  St.  Paul. 
A  short  time  later,  in  July,  1865,  he  moA'ed 
his  family  to  his  claim,  and  has  lived  there 
ever  since.  He  noAv  has  a  splendid  fann  and 
splendid  improvements.  He  devotes  consid- 
erable attention  to  raising  stock,  together 
Avith  general  farming,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  prominent 


490 


MEEKER  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


farmers  in  the  western  part  of  the  county. 
He  is  a  democrat  in  political  matters  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his 
township,  having  held  a  number  of  the  most 
important  local  offices,  including  those  of 
chairman  of  the  supervisors,  for  several  years 
while  Acton  and  Danielson  formed  one  town- 
ship, school  clerk  for  eight  years,  and  others. 

Mr.  Morton  married  Miss  Louisa  "Winter- 
lig,  who  Avas  born  May  22,  1845,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Peter  0.  and  Christine  "Winter- 
lig.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morton  have  had  six 
children,  as  follows — Sarah  H.,  born  July  3, 
1865 ;  Henry  "W.,  born  December  28,  1867; 
"Willie  T.,  born  June  8,  1869 ;  Victor,  born 
July  12,  1874;  Agnes  Myrtle,  born  February 
4,  1877;  and  Alice,  born  July  3,  1884.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
in  which  Mr.  Morton  is  one  of  the  most  active 
workers,  having  held  various  offices  in  that 
organization,  including  those  of  trustee  and 
steward,  for  several  years. 

G.  JOHNSON.  The  subject  of  this 
biography,  a  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion 22,  Greenleaf  township,  was  born  in 
Sweden  on  the  10th  of  October,  1857.  He 
left  his  native  land  with  his  father's  family 
in  1867,  and  came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn. 
His  father  was  a  farmer  most  of  his  life,  but 
has  now  retired  from  active  business  and 
lives  in  the  village  of  Litchfield.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  now  has  three  brothers 
and  four  sisters  living,  one  brother  having 
died. 

C.  G.  J ohnson  learned  the  carpenter's  trade 
in  1878,  and  followed  that  vocation  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  1881  he  went  to  Missouri  and 
remained  there  about  eighteen  months,  re- 
turning then  to  Minnesota.  In  3  884  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  on  section 
22,  Greenleaf  township,  and  has  since  made 
that  his  home.   He  has  a  valuable  farm  of 


160  acres,  seventy-eight  of  which  is  under 
plow  and  fifty  to  meadow,  while  he  has  a  few 
acres  of  timber.  He  has  substantial  improve- 
ments, and  his  farm  is  among  the  most  valu- 
able* in  his  portion  of  the  towflship.  He 
devotes  his  time  to  general  farming  and  to 
stock-raising,  and  has  a  good  herd  of  cattle' 
on  the  place. 

■"■«>  •i^^'<*'  ■ 

^^tlCHAEL  J.  ROACH.  Among  the 
_^J^^  farmers  and  cattle  raisers  of  the 
north  part  of  the  county,  is  Mr.  Eoach  of 
Forest  Prairie,  who  has  his  home  upon  sec- 
tion 8  of  that  township.  He  was  born  in 
Eockbridge  county,  Va.,  December  23, 1820, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Peto- 
lomey)  Eoach^  natives  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, respectively.  When  our  subject  was 
but  a  child  his  parents  removed  to  Henry 
county,  Ind.,  and  finally  settled  in  Cass 
county,  that  State,  where  they  died.  The 
early  education  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  acquired  in  his  native  county,  and  after- 
wards in  the  schools  of  Indiana,  Avhich  at 
that  early  day  were  few  and  far  between. 
He  was  one  of  a  family  of  thirteen  children, 
the  names  of  the  others  being  —  Lucilla, 
"William,  James  N.,  Mary  Ellen,  John  C, 
Betsy  J.,  Margret  A.,  Joseph,  AndreAV  J., 
George,  Carson,  Nancy  D.,  and  one  that 
died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Eoach  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Cass 
county,  Ind.,  and  was  there  married,  Decem- 
ber 28, 1843,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  "Wynn,  a  native 
of  "Warren  county,  the  sjiine  State,  born  No- 
vember 4,  1832.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
James  and  PoUie  (Harden)  "Wynn,  who  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania  arid  Ohio,  respectively. 
By  this  union  there  have  been  born  a  family 
of  thirteen  children — "William,  Michael, 
Sarah  Jane,  Margaret  A.,  Deniza,  Elizabeth, 
Ellen  Dosh,  Cinda,  James,  John  and  Mary. 
The  latter  died  in  infancy ;  the  rest  are  all 
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living  and  married  except  Dosh  and  Ellen, 
who  reside  at  home. 

Mr.  Boach  came  to  Meeker  county  in  1866, 
reaching  Foriest  City,  on  the  9th  of  May, 
and  shortly  after  came  to  his  present  place 
and  tool£  up  his  homestead.  At  that  time 
the  woods  were  full  of  game  and  he  acquired 
the  reputation  of  being  the  best  and  most 
successful  hunter  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
He  made  considerable  money  by  this  means, 
but  has  always  given  considerable  attention 
to  farming  and  stock-raising,  preferring  the 
sure  gains  of  husbandry  to  any  more  allur- 
ing speculation  or  business. .  He  was  the 
third  settler  in  the  township,  one  of  the  old 
pioneers ;  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
God,  and  usually  votes  the  republican  ticket. 

■  »-JS^»-«— -r 

JESSE  V.  BRANHAM,  Jr.,  a  pioneer,  who 
took  a  most  active  and  prominent  part 
in  the  trying  times  of  the  Indian  massacre, 
IS  one  of  the  best-known  and  most  conspic- 
ous  figures  in  Meeker  county's  history.  He 
is  a  native  of  Jennings  county,  Ind.,  born 
July  8, 1831,  and  is  the  son  of  Jesse  V.  and 
Mary  (Butler)  Branham,  a  sketch  of  wliom 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Album.  In 
1847  his  parents  removed  to  Franklin,  John- 
son county,  Ind.,  where  our  subject  remained 
under  the  parental  roof  until  nineteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  opened  a  dry-goods  and 
grocery  store.  In  1855  he  was  united  in 
mariage  with  Miss  Mary  L.  Stark. 

Early  in  the  summer,  of  1857,  Jesse  V., 
Jr.,  joined  a  party  of  pioneers,  consisting  of 
his  father,.  Jesse  Y.  Branham.  Sr.,  William 
Branham,  Levi  Reed,  Hugh  McGannon,  and 
others,  and  came  to  Meeker  county,  Minn., 
our  subject  locating  on  section  35,  of  Litch- 
field— then  Ness— -township,  in  June  of  that 
year.  He  at  once  began  improvements,  and 
his  family  joined  him  in  August.  He  there 
remained,  earnestly  devoting  his  time  and 


labor  to  developing  a  farm,  living  in  content- 
ment and  prosperity,  notwithstanding  the 
many  disadvantages  usual  to  pioneer  life, 
until  the  Indian  outbreak  of  1862  began. 

On  Sunday,  August  17, 1862,  while  Jesse 
V.  Branham,  Jr.,  was  crossing  a  field  with  a 
neighbor,  the  report  of  the  Jones  and  Baker 
murders  were  brought  to  him.  After  a 
hasty  consideration  of  the  matter,  he  con- 
cluded to  get  all  tiie  people  of  the  neighbor- 
hood together  at  the  house  of  George  0. 
Wliitcomb  (who  was  absent),  on  account  of 
the  location,  partly  because  of  a  gootl  well 
in  the  cellar,  should  the  Indians  make  an 
attack,  and  partly  to  protect  "Whitcomb's 
family.  Sunday  night,  after  the  neighbor- 
hood had  been  notified  and  brought  to  one 
point,  our  subject,  in  company  with  his 
brother  William,  mounted  his  horse  and 
started  for  Acton,  to  learn  as  to  the  truth  of 
the  reports.  When  within  about  three 
miles  from  their  destination,  they  met  a 
party  from  the  scene  of  the  massacre,  who 
had  with  them  a  child,  which  was  the  only 
surviving  member  of  either  the  Jones  or 
Baker  households.  The  Bi-anhams  then 
learned  that  all  reports  were  true,  and  imme- 
diately returned  to  Whitcomb's  house. 
Early  Monday  morning  they  all  started  for 
Forest  City,  Avhere  they  remained  inactive 
for  a  day  or  so,  but  Tuesday  afternoon 
word  was  received  that  the  outbreak  was 
geneml  and  would  extend  all  along  the  bor- 
der. That  evening  they  held  a  council,  and 
decided  to  send  all  women  and  children  to 
Clearwater,  and  J.  Y.  Branham^  Jr.,  was  ap- 
pointed to  take  charge  of  the  train.  Wednes- 
day morning  the  train  started,  being  made 
up  of  teams  of  every  description,  and  being 
half  a  mile  in  length.  Jesse  Y.,  Jr.,  piloted 
them  about  half  way  through  the  "Big 
Woods,"  when  he  bade  his  family  good-bye 
and  returned  to  Kingston.  There  he  talked 
with  a  number  of  the  leading  citizens,  gave 
them  hie  idea  of  the  stockade,  and  the  fol- 
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lowing  moi-ning,  with  his  team,  he  hauled 
the  first  log  for  tiie  Kingston  fortifications. 
Ketuming  to  Forest  City,  he  found  George 
C.  "Whitcomb  with  an  order  from  Governor 
Ramsey  to  form  a  company  of  State  mihtia, 
to  defend  the^wn.  Our  subject  joined  the 
ranks,  and,  aS'  soon  as  possible,  he,  Avith 
others  of  the  command,  Avere  mounted  and 
started  Avest  to  bury  the  dead'  and  aid  the 
wounded.  They  rode  through  the  AA'estern 
part  of  Meeker  county  and  all  over  Ifandi- 
yohi  county. 

After  this  Jesse  Y.,  Jr.,  remained  Avith 
the  company  until  the  night  of  September  2, 
Avhen,  on  coming  into  the  stockade  after  a 
brush  Avith  the  Indians,  they  learned  that 
Captain  Strout  would  be  in  camp  at  Acton  that 
night.  The  whole  company  kncAV  that  the 
country  Avas  filled  with  hostile  Indians,  and 
kneAV  that  unless  Strout  Avas  Avarned,  his 
Avhole  command  Avould  probably  be  mur- 
dered. Captain  Whitcomb  called  for  volun- 
teers to  go  upon  the  extremely  dangerous 
mission  of  Avarning  Strout,  and  Jesse  Y. 
Branham,  Jr.,  Avas  the  first  to  offer  his  serv- 
ices, Thomas  Holmes  and  A.  P.  Sperry  soon 
joining  him,  and  at  sundoAvn  they  started  for 
Acton,  with  Jesse  in  command  of  the  trio. 
Eeaching  their  destination  and  fulfilling 
their  mission  in  the  night,  they'slept  for  a 
time,  and  in  the  morning  the  company 
started  for  Forest  City.  The  Indians  soon 
made  an  attack  on  them,  and  in  the  engage- 
ment, Jesse  Branham,  Jr.,  was  siiot  through 
the  lungs,  the  bullet  coming  out  of  his  back, 
and  seventeen  others  of  Strout's  company 
Avere  Avounded.  They  Avere  taken  to  Hutch- 
inson that  night,  and  upon  arriving  there, 
Branham  got  up  and  Avallied  from  the 
Avagon  to  his  room,  in  the  second  story  of  the 
hotel.  When  the  doctor  examined  him,  he 
said  to  those  in  attendance:  "I  can  do 
nothing  for  this  man;  make  him  as  comfort- 
able as  you  can ;  he  Avill  be  dead  in  three 
hours."   The  following  morning,  September 


4th,  Avas  tlie  day  of  the  attack  on  Hutchinsoin, 
and  Avhile  our  subject  was  lying  on  his  cot, 
then  unable  to  move,  there  came  a  shower  of 
bullets  on  and  through  the  house.  Later  he 
Avas  carried  to  the  stockade  Avith  the  other 
Avounded,  and  there  cared  for.  Four  weeks 
later  he  was  able  to  go  to  Minneapolis,  to 
his  family.  Three  Aveeks  later  the  family 
Avent  south  to  Louisville,  Ey.,  and  remain^ 
there  until  the  spring  of  1863,  Avhen  they 
returned  to  Minneapolis,  and  the  following 
fall,  again  settled  in  Meeker  county.  Jesse 
Y.  Branham,  Jr.,  rented  the  mill  at  Green- 
leaf,  and  operated  it  during  the  Avinter  of 
1863-4,  and  the  folloAving  spring  went  to 
Forest  City  and  rented  a  farm  for  the  season. 
In  the  fall  of  1864,  the  county  commissioners 
appointed  him  county  auditor  to  fill  a 
vacancy,  and  he  Avas  afterward  elected  and 
re-elected,  serving  until  the  spring  of  1871. 
During  this  time  the  county  seat  had  been 
remoA'ed  to  Litchfield,  and  after  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  office,  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  trade  at  that  place. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged  either 
in  the  mercantile  trade,  real  estate  or  farm- 
ing- 

In  early  days  Jesse  Y.  Branham,  Jr.,  Avas 
one  of  the  most  active  and  public-spirited 
men  in  the  county.  When  the  toAvn  of  Ness 
was  organized,  he  Avas  elected  first  town 
clerk ;  he  also  held  the  office  of  county  com- 
missioner, besides  that  of  county  auditor, 
and  various  local  offices.  He  Avas  one  of  the 
original  town  site  proprietors  of  Litchfield ; 
drew  the  bill  changing  the  county  seat  from 
Forest  Cit}' ;  gave  Litchfield  its  name,  and 
in  manjr  other  Avays  connected  his  name 
indissolubly  with  the  early  history  of  the 
county.  He  drew  the  plan  of  the  park  in 
Litchfield,  and  to  him,  more  than  any  other 
one  man,  is  due  the  credit  of  planting  trees 
and  getting  it  into  the  beautiful  condition  of 
to-day. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Y.  Branham,  Jr.,  ar« 
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the  parents  of  five  children,  as  follows — 
Hiram  S.,  a  member  of  the  Litchfield  bank- 
ing firm  of  Stevens  &  Co.;  Alice,  now  Mrs. 
Robert  Burns;  Delaney  E.,  Lula  and 
Thomas. 

jr  NORGREN  &  CO.,  dealers  in  general 
0  merchandise  in  the  village  of  Dassel, 
came  to  the  village  in  thespring  of  18Y5,  and 
established  their  present  business,  and  are, 
therefore,  the  oldest  house  in  town  having  a 
continuous  existence.  They  carry  a  large 
and  Avell-assorted  stock,  and  are  doing  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  trade.  The  store 
which  they  occupy  was  built  by  Louis  Kud- 
berg,  and  is  a  handsome  brick  edifice,  well 
lighted  and  ventilated,  and  presents  a  neat 
appearance  from  the  street. 

John  yorgren,  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm,  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  and  immigrated 
to  America  in  1866,  landing  in  Carver  county, 
Minn.,  on  the  22d  of  July,  with  his  family, 
which  then  consisted  of  his  wife  and  five 
children.  He  soon  afterward  bought  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  Hancock  township,  about 
nine  miles  from  Carver,  and  moved  his  fam- 
ily to  it.  They  remained  there  until  1873, 
during  which  time  the  farm  was  increased  to 
160  acres.  In  1873  they  came  to  Meeker 
county,  and  the  father  purchased  a  half  inter- 
est in  the  saw-  and  flouring-mill  at  East 
Kingston.  He  was  there  engaged  in  the 
milling  business  for  two  years  and  a  half, 
when  he  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner',  and 
came  to  Dassel,  where  he  has  since  lived. 
He  then,  in  company  with  J.  O.  Berlin  ^ 
opened  a  general  merchandise  store  under 
the  firm  name  of  J.  Norgren  •&  Co.  The 
partner,  Mr.  Berlin,  is  also  his  son-in-law, 
and  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  eyesight 
some  nine  years  ago.  Mr.  iNorgren  has 
turned  the  active  management  of  the  mer- 
cantile business  over  to  his  sons,  John  and 


■Lewis.  Mr.  Norgren  is  a  hale  and  hearty 
man  of  about  sixty  years  of  age,  and  still 
retains  his  vigor.  He  has  large  property 
interests  here  in  the  way  of  farms  and  vil- 
lage real  estate,  and  has  been  intimately  as- 
sociated with  the  growth  and  development 
of  the  eastern  part  of  Meeker  county.  He 
is  the  present  town  treasurer,  and  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  official  and  educational 
matters. 

John  and  Lewis  Norgren,  Avho  have  charge 
of  the  business,  are  both  capable  business 
men,  and  their  establishment  commands  as 
heavy  a  trade  as  any  in  the  village.  John 
has  been  a  member  of  the  village  council 
for  four  years,  while  both  take  a  prominent 
part  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare 
of  their  locality. 

MON.  A.  C.  SMITH,  for  many  years 
one  of  the  most  prominent  figures  in 
the  history  of  the  county,  and  one  of  the 
loading  attorneys,  was  a  native  of  Vermont, 
born  in  1814.  He  Avas  educated  in  the  State 
of  his  nativity,  and  there  studied  law,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Washington,  D. 
C,  at  a  session  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  the 
United  States.  In  1839  he  removed  to 
Mount  Clemens,  Macomb  county,  Mich,, 
where  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  A  short  time  after  lie  entered 
upon  a  career  of  journalism,  editing  and 
publishing  the  Macomb  Gazette,  and  the 
Landmarks,  the  latter  a  Masonic  periodical, 
and  continued  at  this  for  some  five  yeai-s, 
,He  then  occupied  the  judicial  bench  for 
three  years,  and  served  one  term  in  the 
Michigan  State  Senate,  In  1855  he  came  to 
St.  Paul,  where  he  established  and  published 
the  Free  Press,  a  democratic  daily,  which 
did  not  prove  very  remunerative.  He  then 
took  up  his  law  practice  in  that  city,  and 
made  it  his  home  until  March,  1858,  Avben, 
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having  been  appointed  to  the  position  of 
register  of  the  land  office  of  the  United 
States  at  Forest  Olty,  he  came  to  this 
county,  where  he  made  his  home  until  the 
day  of  his  death,  Avhich  ocurred  September 
20,  1880.  Of  his  death,  the  News  Ledger 
said  :  "  We  have  known  Judge  Smith  for 
twelve  years ;  in  fact,  he  was  the  first  man 
we  consulted  whe^'  we  t|iought  of  locating 
in  this  county  in  1868,  and  our  confidence  in 
his  judgment  led  us  to  settle  in  Forest  City. 
Judge  Smith  was  a  man  among  men  —  hon- 
orable to  a  fault.   He  could  not  brook  dis- 


honesty or  trickery  in  others.  As  a  friend 
he  was  genial,  warm  and  true  as  steel — ever 
ready  to  assist  all  who  were  so  fortnnate  as 
to  be  associated  with  him.  As  a  member  of 
the  bar  he  ranked  among  the  best — waa 
courteous  and  affable  —  always  working  for 
the  interests  of  his  clients  with  a  will  and 
energy  which  caused  him  to  be  respected 
by  his  opponents.  In  his  death  the  county 
met  with  a  great  loss  and  the  community  of 
Litchfield  one  of  its  most  esteemed  citizens, 
and  his  memory  is  revered  by  all  the  early 
residents  of  this  part  of  the  State." 
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ILLIAM  W.  GETCHELL. 
one  of  the  prominent 
representative  citizens 
of  the  township  of 
Glencoe,  lias  a  fine 
farm  on  section  0, 
here  he  carries  on  his 
il  calling.  He  is  a  native 
lias,  AVashing'ton  count\', 
I'as  born  March  10,  1820. 
!  son  of  Marshall  aiul  PoUie 
Getcliell.  His  parents 
1  and  both  died  in  that 
were  membei-s  of  old 
id  Ilevolutionary  families. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  left  his  home,  in 
the  East,  August  29,  1849,  for  St.  Anthony, 
and  there  followed  lumbering  for  thi-ee  yeai's. 
Froiii  that  point  ho  moved  to  Eichlield,  this 
State,  and  tliere  took  up  a  claim  and  re- 
mained until  the  montli  of  Januar}',  1856, 
when,  in  company  with  a  brother  and  a 
brother-in-law,  he  came  to  McLeod  county, 
and  took  up  claims.  He  returned  to  Rich- 
field for  his  family,  and  ^ot  back  here  in 
June,  following.  He  soon  had  a  cabin  built 
in  which  to  install  his  wife  and  children,  and 
settled  down  to  the  hard  life  of  a  pioneer 
farmer. 


neer 


But  even  tiie  few  pleasures  that  he  had  at 
that  time  he  was  doomed  to  cast  aside  at 
duty's  call.  The  Government  Avas  in  need 
of  troops,  and,  September  20,  1801,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  B,  Fourth  I\[innesota 
Infantrj',  and  served  until  December  31, 
1802,  when  he  was  discharged  on  account  of 
disability.  H  is  family  were  here  at  the  time 
of  the  Indian  outbreak,  and  remained  on  the 
farm  until  the  mother  heard  that  Hutchinson 
was  on  fii'c,  when  slie  fled  to!Minneapolis,  by 
way  of  Glencoe,  and  at  the  former  place  was 
found  by  her  husband.  He  returned  to  his 
farm  here  that  fall,  and  has  lived  there  ever 
since. 

Mi\  Gctcholt  was  married  December  11, 
181-5,  and  has  had  a  family  of  ten  children, 
six  of  whom  are  living — Vloni  !M.,  Frederick 
•O.,  AndieM.,  Scott  L.,  Willis  E.  and  Dana  K. 

Mr.  Getcliell  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  11., 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the 
Con grega tion al  church . 

.  ■»  .^i^^  

JTOHN  THOM,  a  leading  and  influential 
^  farmer  of  Hound  Grove  township,  is  the 
son  of  Francis  and  ilargaret  (Cragin)  Thoin, 
and  was  born  in  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland. 
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June  19, 184:2.  Jlis  parents  were  also  natives 
of  tlie  Land  oC  Heather,  and  came  to  the 
United  States  about  the  year  185G,  and  set- 
tled in  Ivenosha  county,  Wis.  Two  years 
later  the  family  removed  to  Steele  county, 
this  State,  where  the  father  is  now  living, 
the  mother  having  died  October  2,  18S5. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  remained  at 
home  with  his  ])arents,  sometimes  earning  a 
little  money  herding  cattle  for  the  neigh- 
bors, until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  nine- 
teen years,  Aviicn  ho  commenced  to  learn  the 
cooper's  trade;  he  followed  that  business  for 
nearly  two  years.  In  1S03,  being  seized  with  . 
the  western  fever,  he  went  to  California, 
crossing  the  plains  with  a  team,  spending 
four  months  on  the  road.  After  staying 
there  about  tlirce  years,  he  returned  to  Min- 
nesota, iind  spent  a  year  in  Houston  county, 
with  his  brothers,  and  tiie  next  season  rented 
a  farm  in  Steele  county  and  cultivated  it. 
In  the  fall  of  18G8  ho  came  to  this  county, 
and  made  his  home  that  winter  with  his 
brother  George,  in  Penn  township.  In  July 
following  ho  took  u]i  a  homestead  on  section 
2,  Round  Grove,  where  he  now  lives,  and 
moved  onto  it  and  commenced  its  improve- 
ment. "When  he  made  his  appearance  here 
he  was  a  poor  man,  having  only  $200  and  a 
yoke  of  oxen  and  a  wagon,  but  by  industry, 
and  the  exercise  of  frugality  he  has  acquired 
a  line  farm  of  200  acres  of  land,  ten  horses, 
fifteen  head  of  cattle  and  other  stock.  Ilis 
buildings  and  other  improvements  are  of  a 
neat  and  substantial  character,  and  he  has 
some  sixty-live  acres  of  his  farm  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  has  also  owned  and 
operated  a  threshing  machine  for  the  last 
ten  years. 

Mr.  Tliom_  was  married  in  Steele  county, 
January  1,  1808,  to  Miss  Jane  Thpni,  a  native' 
of  Scotland,  born  in  Aberdeenshire,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1847,  and  daughter  of  George  and 
Jane  (Th(nnpson)  Thom.  By  this  union 
there  have  been  live  children — Flora  Mabel, 


born  November  19,  1868,  and  died  Decera.- 
ber  2,  1ST7 ;  Margaret  0.,  born  October  9, 
1872 ;  Sarah  E.,  born  June  14,  1880 ;  John 
E.,  born  April  28,  1883 ;  and  Gertrude  G., 
born  August  13, 1885.  Mr.  Thom  is  a  repub- 
lican, politically,  and  lias  held  the  offices  of 
supervisor,  assessor  and  town  clerk. 

JToHN  PREISS,  a  retired  merchant  of  Glen- 
^  coe,  was  one  of  the  earlier  settlers  of 
the  county,  and  one  of  its  most  active  busi- 
ness men.  He  is  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Ger- 
many, born  December  1, 1825.  He  came  to 
America  in  1845,  landing  in  Kew  York, 
October  8,  of  that  year.  He  had  but  three 
dollars  in  his  pocket,  and  could  not  speak  a 
word  of  English  at  the  time,  but  shortly  af- 
ter hired  out  to  a  farmer  near  tliat  city,  with 
whom  he  worked  four  months  for  $4  ])er 
month.  After  spending  a  year  in  that  vici- 
nity, he  went  to  Georgia,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years,  after  which  ho  removed  to 
Ohio,  making  his  home  in  that  State  until 
1853.  He  tiien  came  to!Minnesota,  in  search 
of  a  home  for  himself,  although  the  man  for 
whom  he  was  then  working  told  liini  that 
he  would  surely  be  killed  by  the  Indians,  and 
even  went  so  far  as  to  refuse  to  pay  him 
what  was  due  him  if  he  persisted  in  his  inten- 
tion. 

But  our  subject  was. determined  to  come; 
so  he  started  with  his  brother,  and  on  their 
arrival  in  Carver  county,  this  State,  they 
both  took  up  claims  in  the  scattering  timber, 
and,  after  building  a  log  cabin,  commenced 
cultivating  the  soil.  As  thev  had  not  time 
to  clear  much  of  the  land,  they  planted  po- 
tatoes among  the  trees,  and  thus  raised  1,000 
bushels,  worth  then  $1  per  bushel^  and  their 
corn  crop  was  fair.  Purciiasing  a  yoke  of 
oxen  and  making  a  rough  sled,  they,  that 
winter,  cut  some  forty  cords  of  rock  maple- 
wood,  which  they  hauled  to  Carver  and  sold 
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for  $1,25  per  cord.  The  next  spring  Mr. 
Priess  returned  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Shobei't,  and  returned  to 
his  Minnesota  home  with  his  bride.  He 
brouglit  with  him  the  first  chaii's  ever  seen 
in  tliat  county;- and  his  wife  was  the  first 
white  woman  ever  within  its  Hmits. 

After  living  there  about  seven  years,  he 
sold  out  and  came  to  McLeod  county,  witli 
his  family  and  household  goods,  and  jiur- 
cbased  a  half  section  of  land  near  Glencoe. 
Seven  years  later  lie  sold  out,  and  moved,  to 
the  village,  and,  putting  up  the  second  frame 
building  north  of  the  track,  entered  into 
mercantile  life.  This  he  followed  until 
April,  1888,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  son 
Lawrence,  who  is  now  i-unning  the  business. 

C.  BAKER,  now  a  merchant  of  the  vil- 
luge  of  Brownton,  came  to  this  county 
in  1865,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Penn 
township,  where  he  resided  for  about  two 
years.  lie  then  removed  to  New  Auburn, 
Sibley  county,  and  there  entered  into  mer- 
cantile bus!  ness  Avith  E.  L.  Shaw.  The  firm 
thus  formed  existed  until  1870,  when  his 
partner  was  succeeded  by  Seth  Strickland, 
and  Messrs.  Baker  and  Strickland  remained 
together  until  1883.  In  1878  they  removed 
to  the  new  village  of  Brownton,  and  Mr. 
Baker  has  been  a  resident  of  that  place  ever 
since,  and  one  closely  connected  with  its 
business  circles. 

Mr.  Baker  is  a  native  of  Freedom,  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  born  December  19,  1838,  and 
is  a  son  of  Eugenio  and  Sally  (Hanfield) 
Baker,  who  were  fi-om  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  respectively.  His  father  was  a 
farmer,  although  he  practiced  medicine  to 
some  extent,  having  studied  for  that  profes 
sion  in  his  native  State.  The  subject  of  our 
biography  Avas  educated  in  the  schools  of  the 
county  of  his  birth,  and  by  the  time  he  had 


attained  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  had 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  liberal  educittion. 
About  that  time  he  came  to  this  State,  and 
located  in  Scott  county.  Shortly  after,  he 
removed  to  St.  Paul,  and  there  was  employed 
in  keeping  books  for  E.  &  H.  g.  Bell,  for  one 
year.  While  on  a  farm,  after  this,  he  on 
August  27,  1864,  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry,  and  with' that 
regiment,  wliich  was  a  part  of  the  Fifteenth 
Corps,  participated  in  the  battles  ai-ound  Al- 
lanta,  the  famous  March  to  the  Sea,  and  the 
seige  of  Savannah.  He  was  also  on  the 
march  through  the  Carolinas,  in  the  winter 
of  1865,  and  was  mustered  out  at  the  close  of 
hostilities,  in  1865,  and,  returning  to  Minne- 
sota, came  to  this  county,  as  mentioned  above. 

Mr.  Balcer  was  married,  July  4,  1808,  to 
Miss  Mary  J.  Todd,  at  lied  wing,  Minn.  The 
lady  is  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Iklary  J. 
Todd,  and  is  a  native  of  ISTew  Jersey.  She 
is  an  aluinnus  of  Ilamline  College,  and  a 
woman  of  much  more  than  ordinary  attain- 
ments. Tiiey  are  parents  of  seven  children  — 
Anna  E.,  Helen  May,  ]\lartha  E.,  Stella, 
Arthur  IL,  Clayton  II.  C,  James  and  Lewis 
II.  Mr.  Baker  is  a  republican  of  the  staunch- 
est  type,  and  true  to  tiie  principles  of  that 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  It.,  and 
a  valuable  and  valued  citizen.  His  estimable 
wife  is  connected  with  the  Congregational 
church.  i[r.  Baker  was  an  old-time  aboli- 
tionist, and  distinctly  remembers  the  time 
when  he  was  designated  by  his  school  mates 
as  "  the  son  of  an  abolitionist,"  Avhich  was 
considered  as  the  most  degrading  of  epithets. 

■pSAAC  HERRON  SHROQE.  one  of  the 
^  leading  agriculturists  of  the  town  of 
Bergen,  is  a  native  of  Spencer  county,  Ind., 
and  Avas  born  December  28,  1818.  He  is 
the  son  of  Francis  and  Eebecca  Merrit  (Hud.- 
sont  Shrod^.  both  of  whom  died  in  Indiana, 
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liaving  luul  a  family  of  fourteen  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  now  living.  The  fathei", 
Francis  Slirode,  was  born  ,in  17S9.  The 
mother,  Eebecca  Mcrrit  Shrode,  was  born 
in  1708. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  upon 
his  father's  farm,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  rough  log  schoolhouses  of  liis  day. 
As  he  grew  towai-d  man's  estate  he  spent  his 
time  in  assisting  his  fatlier  in  carrying  on  liis 
agricultural  labors.  After  this  ho  learned 
the  art  of  wngon-making,  and  worked  at  that 
trade  for  awhile.  April  15,  1852,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ehoda  Jane 
Taylor,  and  made  his  home  in  his  native 
State  until  May,  1ST7,  when  he  came  to 
Minnesota.  For  one  year  he  Avas  employed 
in  farming  at  lielle  Plaine,  but  the  next  year 
removed  to  ]3ergen,  this  county,  and  pur- 
chased the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  on  sec- 
tion 13.  Here  he  has  remained  ever  since. 
For  ten  years  he  has  held  theoilicc  of  justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  township,  and  for  four 
years  the  place  of  steward  in  the  Afethodist 
Episcopal  church.  He  has  been  succeeded 
in  the  latter  capacity  by  his  daughter,  Maria 
Eldora. 

Mr.  and  ;^[rs.  Shrode  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children — Francis  Marion,  born  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1853;  Nancy  Rebecca,  born  Feb- 
ruary 9,  185i,  and  died  February  27,  1879 ; 
William  Lester,  born  June  0,  1855;  Benoni 
Guernse}',  born  November  17,  1857 ;  Sarah 
Jane,  born  January  31,  1859;  Oiiloe  Theo- 
dosia,  born  Decemlter  27,  1803 ;  and  Maria 
Eldora,  born  June  il,  1807.  Mrs.  Shrode 
■was  calleil  from  earth  to  heaven,  May  8, 
1887,  leaving  her  disconsolate  husband  and 
sorrowing  children  to  niourn  her  loss. 

#EORGE  C.  CANFIELD,  one  of  the 
stirring  farmers  of  the  town  of 
Sumter,  living  on  section  29,  was  born  in 
Eortage  county,  Ohio,  April  G,  1834,  and  is 


the  son  of  Carleton  S.  and  Maria  L.  (Eicli- 
ardson)  Canfield.    Ilis  parents,  who  "were 
natives  of- the  State  of  New  York,  moved 
to  Ohio  about  1831,  and  there  the  father 
was  extensively  engaged  in  fanning,  boat- 
building and  the  manufacture  of  brick. 
About  1848  the  latter  died,  and  the  boys 
were  separated  almost  entirely,  as  the  farms 
were  sold.    Our  subject  Avas  then  but  some 
fourteen  years  of  age,  but  he  manfully  went 
to  work,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  com- 
menced teaching  school.    He  followed  that 
calling  during  the  Avintei's,  for  some  years, 
working  at  carpentering  the  rest  of  the 
year.    In  April,  1855,  on  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, he  came  to  Minnesota  and  pre-empted 
100  acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Waterford, 
Dakota  county,  and  in  the  fall  returned  to 
his  home  in  the  "Buckeye  State,"  and 
taught  school  that  winter.    April  15,  1856, 
ho  was  married  to  Miss  Mariette  F..Curtiss, 
a  native  of  Charleston,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  born  Octolier  1, 1838,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  S.  A.  and  Emily  (Grcenleaf)  Curtiss. 
With  his  young  bride,  Mr.  Canlield  came 
West,  and  located  on  the  farm  he  had 
taken  the  year  previous.   This  place  he  sold 
the  next  year,  and  for  Some  time  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  real  es- 
tate.  He  bougiit  a  farm  in  1860,  and  made 
his  home  on  it  until  February  8,  1805,  when 
he  enlisted  'in  Company  L,  First  Minnesota 
Heavy  Artillery,  and  served  until  the  regi- 
ment was  mustered  out  of  service,  October 
9,  1865.   His  brother,  L.  F.  Canlield.  was  a 
member  of  the  famous  Minnesota  First,  and 
served  three  years  in  the  array.    He  was 
wounded  at  Savage's  Station,  and  left  on 
the  field  for  dead,  but  recovered.  Daniel 
A.,  another  brothei",  was  in  the  conflict  with 
the  Indians  at  New  Ulm,  and  afterAvard  in 
Compan}-^  K,  Seventh  Minnesota  Infantry, 
and  died  of  small-pox  near  St.  Louis,  January 
20,  1864.    Still  another  brother,  James,  en- 
listed, going  into  Company  D,  Ninth  Minne- 
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sota  Infantry,  and  after  two  years  and  a 
.  half  of  service  came  home  and  died,  Febru- 
ary 4,  1865,  in  Scott  county.  On  return- 
ing to  the  paths  of  peace,  our  subject  came 
to  this  county,  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Collins,  and  resumed  his  agricultural  pur- 
suits, lie  remained  there  until  1880,  when 
he  moved  to  his  present  residence.  He  is 
the  parent  of  twelve  children  —  CarletonW., 
born  October  15,  1857 ;  Ilarland  C,  born 
.June  13,  1859 ;  Lucien  A.,  born  October  15, 
1860;  Lucy  B.,  born  January  11,  1862; 
Frank  H.,  bom  September  17, 1866,  and  died 
December  30,  1866 ;  May  D.,  born  Septem- 
ber 27,  1867 ;  Julia  E.,  born  April  28,  1869 ; 
Alonza  E.,  born  July  26,  1870,  and  died 
August  20,  1871 ;  Achsah  Blanche,  born 
May  23,  1872;  Clara  ' M.,  born  July  10, 
1873;  Elva  M.,  born  December  11,  1874; 
and  Augusta  R.,  born  August  25, 1876.  Mr. 
Canfield  served  as  town  clerk  and  as  chair- 
man of  the  town  board  in  Dakota  county, 
and  as  supervisor  for  two  years  in  this 
county.  In  1886  he  was  the  nominee  on 
the  prohibition  ticket  for  member  of  the 
Legislature. 

^^TEPHEN  E.  MARTIN,  one  of  the  ac- 
"^^P  tive  business  men  of  Glencoe,  was 
born  at  Mohawk,  Herkimer  county,  N.  Y., 
December  22,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Davis 
and  Catherine  (Perrine^  Martin.  He  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  he  was  nine- 
teen years  old,  when  he  started  out  for  him- 
self. He  was  reared  in  a  new  country,  and 
was  therefore  no  stranger  to  the  disadvant- 
ages and  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  He  ap- 
plied himself  to  his  life's  task  in  a  thorough 
manner,  and  in  the  spring  of  1861,  on  the 
first  call  for  troops  to  su])press  the  rebellion, 
he  enlisted  in  the  widely-famed  First  Minne- 
sota Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into  Com- 
pany K.   With  that  gallant  body  of  men  he 


served  until  the  disbanding  of  the  regiment, 
May  12,  1864.    He  participated  in  all  the . 
glorious  battles  where  the  noble  "First" 
carried  its  flag  to  victory,  and  was  present  in 
twenty-two  engagements. 

On  his  discharge,  Mr._Martin_  came  to 
Glencoe,  and  made  a  short  stay,  went  to  his 
father's,  and  between  these  two  places  he 
went  back  and  forth  until  1872,  wlien  he 
located  permanently  in  the  village,  and  en- 
gaged in  thedraying  business,  and  carried  it 
on  until  August,  1887.  He  is  the  real  orig- 
inator of  the  Glencoe  Plow  Works,- and  in 
man}'  other  lines  of  trade  has  alwa^'s  taken 
a  leading  part.  He  was  married,  March  24, 
1864,  to  ^liss  Mary  Giliick,  and  they  have 
had  six  children — ^Emnia  J.,  AVilliam,  Omar, 
Daniel,  Lily  and  Lewis.  February  11, 1887, 
Mrs.  Martin  died,  and  her  remains  are  in- 
terred in  the  Catholic  cemetery. 

#EORGE  PIERCE,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture  on  section 
23,  Acoma  township,  is  a  native  of  the  "  Old 
Bay  State, "  having  been  born  in  Essex,  Es- 
sex county,  Mass.,  January  1,  1841,  .and  is 
the  son  of  Oliver  and  Tabitlia  (BurnhamJ 
Piei'ce.  His  father  was  born  in  the  State 
of  Maine,  and  his  mother  in  Massachusetts, 
and  the  latter  was  the  daughter  of  William 
Burnham,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Essex,  the  others  being  his  brothers, 
Thomas  and  John,  and  these  three  were 
among  the  founders  of  the  town,  which  was 
called  Essex. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  grew  toward 
manhood  in  the  place  of  his  birtli,  and  until 
he  was  some  sixteen  years  of  age  was  em- 
ployed in  attendance  at  school,  and  received 
the  elements  of  an  excellent  education  from 
the  good  schools  of  that  grand  old  Common- 
wealth. Like  many  of  the  boys  of  the  New 
England  States,  he  had  a  hankering  after  the 
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sea,  and,  as  he  approached  his  maturity,  he 
shipped  on  a  coaster  as  a  sailor,  and  was 
emplo^'ed  in  that  kind  of  life-and  on  fishing 
vessels,  most  of  the  time,  until  he  was  thirty 
3'^ears  old.  Abandoning  a  seafaring  life,  he 
then  worked  in  mills  and  at  blacksmithing 
until  June,  1883,  when  he  came  "West,  and 
found  in  Minnesota  the  home  he  sought.  He 
settled  on  the  place  where  he  now  lives,  and 
has  made  it  his  home  ever  since.  The  im- 
provements there  are  of  an  excellent  char- 
acter, and  he  has  his  farm  well  stocked.  Mr. 
Pierce  has  been  twice  married,  tiie  first  time 
to  Miss  Mary  D.  Dennen,  wiio  was  born  in 
Gloucester,  Mass.,  in  1841.  Their  Avedding 
occurred  June  16,  1860,  and  they  were  par- 
ents of  three  children, —  Benjamin,  born 
November  5,  1861;  George,  born  July  5, 
1863,  and-Lelia,  born  November  2,  1869. 
The  mother  was  tlie  daughter  of  William 
and  Eliza  Dennen,  and  died  March  4,  18Y9. 
The  seconil  marriage  of  our  subject  took 
pl.nce  March  31,  1881,  at  Avhicli  time  he  led 
to  the  altar  Miss  Catharine  M.  Frazier,  the 
<huighter  of  Hugh  and  Esther  (Elder)  Fraz- 
ier,  who  was  born  in  Guysboro.  By  this 
union  they  had  two  children — Oliver,  born 
December  18,  1883,  and  Mabel,  born  Febru- 
ary 14,  1885. 

Mr.  Fierce  has  been  honored  by  his  fel- 
low-townsmen b}'  having  bad  bestowed  upon 
him  the  offices  of  supervisor  and  school 
treasurer,  and  has  filled  those  places  most 
acceptably  to  their  constituents. 

DWARD  LAMBERT,  a  leading  farmer 
residing  on  section  9  of  Glencoo  town- 
ship, is  a  native  of  Scotland,  born  in  Edin- 
burgh, January  10,  1828,  and  is  the  son  of 
Joseph  and  Catherine  (Bacon)  Lambert.  His 
father  was  of  Scotuli  nativity,  but  liis  mother 
was  born  in  the  "  Emerald  Isle."  lie  received, 
in  his  youth,  a  most  excellent  classical  edu- 


cation in  the  State  of  New  York,  whither  the 
family  had  come  in  1832.  They  left  "the 
Land  of  Heather"  on  the  3d  of  April,  of  that 
year,  and  landed  at  Montreal,  Canada,  whence 
Ihey  made  their  way  to  Moore,  Clinton  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  where  our  subject  was  reared.  He 
made  his  home  there  until  May,  1856,  when 
he  came  West  and  located  in  Clayton  county; 
Iowa,  and  there  spent  the  summer.  October 
10th,  that  year,  he  arrived  at  Glencoe,  Minn., 
and  bought  a  claim  ta  a  tract  of  land  in  Eich 
Valley  township,  but  disposed  of  it  the  fol- 
lowing s])ring.  At  that  time  he  pre-empted 
160  acres  in  the  town  of  Glencoe,  upon  which 
he  lived  until  1860,  Avhen  he  removed  to  Clay- 
ton county,  Iowa,  where  he  was  married,  but 
returned  here  the  following  autumn.  Taking 
up  his  residence  upon  his  farm,  he  was  there 
employed  when  the  Indian  troubles  of  1862 
broke  out.  Tie  left,  and  judiciously  sought 
s.afetj'^  at  Carver,  but  a  week  later,  on  return- 
ing to  his  place  to  see  about  it,  he  heard  the 
savages  firing  in  the  grove,  and  retired  to 
Carver,  whence  he  removed  to  Clayton,  Clay- 
ton county,  Iowa,  and  a  year  later  to  New 
York.  In  1865  he  came  back  to  his  farm,  in 
this  county,  and  has  resided  here  ever  since. 

Mr.  Lambert  was  united  in  marriage,  Oc- 
tober 1860,  with  Miss  Bridget  Malev.  a  na- 
tive  of  Ireland,  and  the  daughter  of  Patrick 
and  Mary  (Ginley)  Maley.  By  this  union 
they  have  had  six  children,  as  follows  —  Jo- 
seph, Daniel,  Henry,  Anna,  Edward  and 
Andrew. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church,  and  Mr.  Lambert  is  a  demo- 
crat in  his  political  views,  and  a  staunch  ad- 
herent of  the  princi])les  of  that  party. 

MTENRY  v.  BONNIWELL,  one  of  the 
most  proiTiinent  and  influential  agri- 
culturists of  the  county,  is  a  resident  of  sec- 
tion 36,  Acoma  township.   He  came  to  Mc- 
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Leod  county  in  the  spring  of  1866  with  his 
nephew,  W.  T.  Bonniwell,  on  a  trip  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health,  and  while  here  pur- 
chased the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  After 
returning  to  liis  home,  in  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin, ho  decided  to  sell  out  there  and  come 
to  Mini^esota,  and,  accordingly,  left  there 
May  24,  with  his  family,  and  came  by  team 
to  this  locality,  spending  some  five  weeks  on 
the  way,  and  arrived  in  Hutchinson,  June 
29th.  He  Avent  into  camp  where  the  Asa 
Hutchinson  house  now  stands,  and  remained 
there  until  July  3d,  when  he  removed  to  his 
farm.  Commencing  his  improvements,  he 
soon  had  a  house  erected,  and  his  family 
sheltered,  and  then  turned  his  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  place.  This  has  been 
his  home  ever  since,  and  he  lias  succeeded  in 
making  it  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  town. 

Mr.  Bonniwell  is  a  native  of  England,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  the  town  of  Chatham, 
county  of  Kent,  July  24, 1818,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  T.  B.  and  Eleanor  Bonniwell.  lie 
was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children — 'the 
others  being  Charles,  William  T.,  James, 
George,  Eleanor,  Walter  and  Alfred.  While 
living  in  the  town  where  he  was  born,  our 
subject  became  acquainted  with  Dr.  Hugh 
Fraser,-  ami  at  the  age  of  twelve  left  his 
home  and  went  with  his  medical  friend,  who 
was  in  the  army,  and  was  with  him  at  the 
various  garrisons  where  he  was  stationed,- in 
Canada,  at  Montreal,  Fort  George  and  Niag- , 
ara,  until  1833.  In  the  fall  of  1832,  the  par- 
ents of  Mr.  Bonniwell  came  to  Canada,  with 
the  intention  of  locating  upon  a  large  tract 
of  land  that  the  Government  had  granted  to 
them,  but  on  tlie  way  the  father  was  taken 
with  cholera  at  Montreal,  and  died.  The 
spring  previous,  George  and  AV^illiam,  broth- 
ers of  our  subject,  had  come  to  the  United 
States,  and  settled  in  Ulster  County,  N.  Y., 
and  at  the  time  of  their  father's  death,  ad- 
vised their  mother  tocome  to  that  part  of  the 
Union,whichshedid,and  bought  a  farm  on  the 


banks  of  the  Hudson  river.  Here  Henry  joined 
the  family,  in  1833,  and  for  some  eighteen 
months  made  his  home  there.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  that  time  he  went  to  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.,  to  learn  the  ship  carpenter's  trade,  and 
after  working  there  two  years,  went  to  New 
York,  and  there  finished  his  trade. 

In  the  Spring  of  1839,  the  family,  having 
disposed  of  their  interests  in  the  "Empire 
State,"  removed  to  Mequon,  Ozaukee  coun- 
ty. Wis.,  whei-e  they  bought  1,300  acres  of 
land,  and  engaged  in  farming.  During  the 
gold  excitement  of  1849,  the  subject  of  this 
memoir  went  to  the  Pacific  slope,  and  spent 
two  yeai-s  there,  looking  the  country  over. 
He  then  returned  to  the  "  Badger  State,"  and 
made  his  home  there  until  coming  to  this 
county  in  June,  1866.  Mr.  Bonniwell  was 
married,  September  17,  1839,  in  the  city  of 
NeAV  York,  to  Miss  Catherine  Beeves,  a  na- 
tive of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  who  had  been 
brought  to  New  York  by  her  jiarents  when 
she  was  seven  years  old.  J]y  this  union  the}-^ 
liave  a  family  of  eight  children — Frazer,  Eliz- 
abeth, Clara  M.,  Edward  G.,Phili)),  Cordelia, 
Henrietta  and  Sandere.  All  are  living  but 
Frazer,  who  enlisted  in  the  army  in  1864,  and 
has  not  been  heard  of  since,  and  doubtless 
fills  a  soldier's  grave  in  the  Sunnj'  South. 

When  Acoma  was  organized,  in  18C6,  our 
subject  was  elected  town  clerk  and  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  has  held  those  offices  ever 
since,  with  the  exception  of  a  j'ear  or  two, 
when  lie  was  out  of  the  clerk's  office.  He 
was  for  many  years  the  agent  and  a  director 
of  the  Minnesota  Farmer's  Mutual  Insurance 
Association,  and  is  now  the  secretary  of  the 
Acoma  and  Lynn  Fire  Insurance  Associa- 
tion. In  1872  lie  was  elected  probate  judge 
of  this  county,  and  filled  that  otHce  for  two 
years;  he  has  always  taken  u  deep  intei'cst 
in  all  school  matters. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  1879,  Mr.  P)0n- 
niwell  was  again  marrici!,  Hvs.  Eliza  J. 
Atchison,  of  Illinois,  becoming  his  wife. 
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Both  Mr.  Bon ni well  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and 
he  has  been  cliiss  loader  in  Hutchinson  for 
years,  and  organized  the  first  weekly  prayer- 
meeting  in  that  village.  He  was  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school  the 
first  Sunday  ho  was  here,  while  yet  in  camp 
on  the  Hutchinson  place. 

Our  subject  still  lives  on  his  beautiful  Min- 
nesota home.  Kelations  and  friends  to  the 
number  of  about  sixty-five  assembled  at  the 
home  of  Mr.  Bonniwell  on  the  24th  of  July, 
1888,  to  celebrate  the  seventieth  anniversary 
of  his  birth. 

A  jiorti-ait  of  ]^[r.  Bonniwell  is  presented 
on  another  page  in  this  Album. 

J^REDERICK  LUDWIG.  Among  the  re- 
markable  men  that  reside  in  McLeod 
county,  there  is  none  that  has  the  same  talent 
for  invention  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
a  recital  of  his  life  is  i)roper  in  this  connection. 
He  was  born  in  the  ]Cingdom  of  Prussia, 
February  7,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles 
and  !Mary  ^Maus)  Ludwig.  His  parents  had 
a  family  of  four  children — the  others  being 
Augusta,  Wilhelmina,  and  Ferdinand — and, 
with  their  children,  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1851.  They  landed  at  Quebec,  and 
from  that  place  made  their  way  to  Chicago 
and  to  Carver  county,  Minn.,  and  settled  in 
the  latter  community  where  the  mother  died. 
The  fatlier  afterward  came  to  this  county, 
and  hero  his  death  took  place. 

The  sidrject  of  this  memoir  was  educated 
in  his  native  laiul,  and  there  commenced  to 
loarn  the  bhicksmith's  trade.  On  his  arrival 
in  Carver  county  lie  finished  learning  his 
craft,  and  foi'  sixteen  years  he  followed  that 
business,  both  in  Carver  and  this  county, 
coming  hoi-e  in  18T3.  He  is  now  a  resident 
of  Ilich  Valley  township.  His  natural  taste 
for  mechanics  has  led  him  to  make  many  in- 


ventions and  improvements,  but  the  crown- 
ing glory  of  his  life  is  just  finished.  In  the 
last  year  he  invented  a  return  tubular  boiler 
with  a  complete  fire-box  to  fit  all  locomo- 
tives, that  is  bound  to  revolutionize  all  steam 
engines,  as  it  is  the  means  of  saving  a  large 
amount  of  fuel  and  gives  more  pow,er.  It  is 
one  of  the  remarkable  inventions  of  the  day. 
He  received  a  patent  for  it  November  1, 
188T,  and  proposes  to  introduce  it  at  once. 

Mr.  Ludwig  was  married  July  22,  1865,  to 
Miss  AVilhelmina  Eakov,  a  native  of  Prussia, 
and  the  daughter  of  Bullenhagen  and  Chris- 
tof  Rakoy.  By  this  union  they  have  had  ten 
children— Frank,  Lizzie,  Lena,  Gusta,  Anna, 
John,  Fred,  Minnie,  Henry  and  Emily. 

In  the  discharge  of  his  elective  francliise, 
our  subject  supports  the  candidates  of  the 
republican  party.  He  is  a  member  in  full 
standing  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  a  man 
that  has  the  respect  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity. 

T  H I A  S  SCHMITZ.  the  popular 
blacksmith  of  the  village  of  Stewart, 
is  a  native  Rhenish  Prussia,  Germany,  born 
October  27,  1850,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter 
and  Susan  (Kiefer')  Sclimitz.  When  he  was 
but  three  yeai"s  of  age  death  deprived  him 
of  his  mother's  care,  and  he  was  taken  by 
his  grandparents  to  be  reared,  and  remained 
with  them,  going  to  school  until  he  had 
completed  his  twelfth  year.  At  that  early 
age,  he  started,  alone,  for  the  United 
States,  and  arrived  in  Chicago,  111.,  April  4, 
18G3,  but  as  he  could  find  no  work  there 
went  to  Northern  Indiana,  and  there  was 
employed  about  a  year.  His  uncle,  in  St. 
Paul,  then  sent  for  him,  but  the  money  sent 
him  was  given  by  the  man,  in  whose  care  it 
was  sent,  to  the  wrong  part}'.  In  December 
he  was  taken  to  St.  Paul  by  a  friend,  and 
went  to  his  father's  homestead,  in  Hennepin 
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county.  His  father  had  come  to  this  country 
.  after  losing  his  wife,  and,  after  working 
two  years  in  Oiiicago,  went  to  St.  Paul  and 
bought  property,  but  shortly  after  took  a 
homestead  in  Hennepin  county,  where  he 
now  lives. 

Mathias  lived  with  his  father  for  about  a 
year  and  a  half,  but  as  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  between  him  and  his  fatlier's 
children  by  his  second  wife,  lie  left  home 
and  went  to  Minneapolis  in  tiie  spring  of 
1865,  and  worked  in  a  bakery  for  a  few 
months.  He  then  went  to  St.  Louis,  where 
he  remained  two  years,  working  in  a  ma- 
chine shop.  Being  taken  sick,  he  Lay  in  the 
hospital,  after  whioli  lie  returned  to  his 
father's  place,  and  stayed  there  a  year,  and 
then,  the  old  trouble  breaking  out,  he,  after 
working  at  harvesting  a  while,  went  to 
Minneapolis.  Filling  in  the  time  in  a  lumber 
yard,  the  pineries,  and  in  a  saw-mill,  until 
the  fall  of  1869,  he  then  commenced  to  learn 
his  present  trade,  in  St.  Paul,  after  which  lie 
worked  at  it  in  the  Harvester  Works  in  that 
city.  Coming  of  age,  he  received  his  money 
from  his  mother's  estate,  he  being  an  only 
child,  and  bought  a  sliop  and  set  up  a  forge 
of  his  own,  but  shortly  after  rented  it,  and 
was,  for  several  years  thereafter,  a  driver  in 
the  St.  Paul  fire  department.  His  health 
suffering  by  the  confinement,  he  came  to 
Stewart  and  built  a  shop  and  residence,  in 
1878,  and  smce  July  28th,  of  that  year,  lias 
made  it  his  home.  His  was  the  third  house 
put  up  in  the  village,  and  he  is  now  doing 
an  extensive  business  in  both  blacksmith 
work  and  wagon  making,  and  also  runs  a 
hay  press. 

Mr.  Schmitz  was  married,  April  2Jr,  1873, 
to  Miss  Hubertine  T.  Schwartz,  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  the  daugliter  of  Paul  and  M. 
G.  (Krecliel)  Schwai-tz.  They  are  the  par- 
ents of  five  children — Edward  N.,  Alexan- 
der J.,  Francis  A.,  George  A.,  and  Prosper  L. 

Our  subject  is  a  democrat  in  his  political 


views,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Eoman  Catho- 
lic church.  lie  takes  a  deep  interest  in 
educational  matters,  and  has  filled  the  oltice 
of  school  treasurer  for  two  terms. 

m^^ATHlAS  THOENEY.  the  casliier  of 
J^X^^  1''"'^*'  Jfational  Bank  of  Glen- 
coe,  is  a  native  of  the  canton  Graubundten, 
Switzerland,  born  September  14,  1837.  He 
remained  in  tlie  romantic  and  picturesque 
land  of  his  birth  until  he  was  nineteen  years 
of  age,  coming  to  this  country  in  May,  1857 
He  came  to  the  West,  and  was  employed  by 
Knapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war.  lie  then  enlisted  in  Compan}'^  C, 
Second  Minnesota  Infantry,  and  served  in 
that  famous  regiment  through  all  its  glori- 
ous record,  and  came  out  of  the  service  the 
captain  of  liis  old-  company.  Through  all 
the  campaigns  of  tiie  armies  of  the  Tennes- 
see and  the  Cumberland,  the  Atlanta  con- 
flicts, and  in  the  ever  memorable  march  to 
the  sea  lie  was  with  his  command.  lie  was 
wounded  in  1863,  but  not  sufficiently  to 
cause  his  withdrawal  fi'om  the  army.  He 
wasdiscliarged,  July  18,  18C5. 

After  his  discharge  he  came  to  McLeod 
county,  and,  in  company  with  Hon.  A.  H. 
Eced,  bought  out  a  general  merchandise 
store.  In  1870  our  subject  sold  out  to  his 
partner,  and  began  farming.  In  1873  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  auditor, 
and  held  it  for  ten  successive  yeai-s.  He  then 
assumed  his  present  place.  He  was  married. 
May  26,  1866,  to  Miss  Fannie  Lutz,  and  they 
are  the  pai-ents  of  three  children  —  Minnie, 
Albert  and  Henry. 

i^DWARD  CHEVALIER,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Glencoo 
township,  residing  upon  section  28,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Lower  Canada,  born  July  8,  1821, 
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and  is  the  son  of  Boziell  and  Natalie  Ohev,T,- 
lier.  lie  was  reared  in  the  hind  of  his  birth, 
and  there  lived  until  1857,  when  he  left  that 
part  of  America  and  came  to  Minnesota. 
He  settled  on  a  piece  of  land  six  miles  west 
of  Glencoe,  in  this  county,  and  lived  on  it 
for  two  years,  and  then  removed  two  miles 
further  Avest.  Here  he  was  farming  at  the 
time  of  the  Indian  outbreak,  in  1862,  and  on 
hearing  of  it  he  sent  his  wife  and  family  to 
Glencoe,  for  safety,  but  remained  on  his 
place  with  his  son,  Louis,  and  his  hired  man, 
William  White,  to  look  after  the  stock. 
-  Three  days  after  his  folks  had  gone,  a  Swede 
came  to  his  house  in  great  distress,  having 
been  chased  by  six  savages,  and  told  his  tale 
of  horror.  He  said  that  he  thought  that 
the  White  family  were  murdered,  and  the 
man  White,  who  was  a  nephew  of  the  otiier 
White,  went  over  to  investigate,  and  found 
tlie  door  open  about  a  foot,  and  the  wife  of 
the  settler  lying  dead  in  the  opening,  shot 
through  the  breast.  He  returned  toMr.Clieva- 
lier's  house  and  reported  the  facts,  and  said 
that  he  feared  there  were  some  of  the  red  fiends 
still  lurking  around.  The  latter  gentleman 
hitched  up  his  team  and  drove  to  Glencoe, 
and  gave  the  alarm,  and  a  party  of  the  citi- 
zens wont  out  to  see  about  it.  On  tiieir  ar- 
rival at  the  house  they  found  the  settler  with 
his  head  cut  entirely  off,  and  shot  through 
the  leg.  The  suiiposition  was  that,  after  re- 
ceiving the  bullet,  he  started  to  run,  and  that 
the  savages  caught  him  and  then  severed  his 
head  from  his  body.  One  of  the  sons  was 
killed,  and  his  body  thrown  in  the  well,  and 
one  of  tile  daughters  was  carried  off,  and 
was  never  hesird  of  afterward.  Mr.  Clieva- 
lier  sent  his  family  to  St.  Paul  after  that, 
and  after  remaining  himself,  to  help  defend 
tiio  village  of  Glencoe,  went  to  that  place, 
where  he  stayed  about  eighteen  months,  and 
then  removed  to  Sibley  county,  and  in  the 
latter  made  his  homo  for  over  seventeen 
years.   At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 


returned  to  this  county  and  located  on  the 
farm,  on  section  28,  where  he  now  is  living/ 
and  has  made  that  his  home  ever  since. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  and  Miss  Ma- 
tilda Goulet  were  married,  February  20, 1842, 
and  they  have  had  fourteen  children,  of 
whom  eleven  survive.  The  names.bome  by  the 
living  are  as  follows — Louis,  Charley,  Joseph, 
Alplionse,  Willie,  Matilda,  Minnie,  Justeen, 
Mar}-^,  Julia  and  Josephine.  The  names  of 
tiie  deceased  are  Nelson,  Frank  and  Annie. 

OHN  BLOCK,  a  successful  and  well- 
known  farmer  of  Sumter  township,  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  is  the  son  of  Philip 
and  Caroline  (Burdour)  Bloclt,  who  were 
natives  of  tiie  German  Empire.  He  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents 
in  the  spring  of  18G3,  and  the  family  landed 
at  Castle  Garden,  New  York  City,  after  a 
voyage  that  had  lasted  six  weeks.  Leaving 
the  metropolis  for  the  West,  they  wei-e  the 
unfortunate  victims  of  a  i-ailroad  disaster, 
the  train  dropping  through  a  bridge.  Two 
brothers  of  our  subject  were  among  the 
killed.  The  elder  of  these.  Otto,  was  four 
years  old,  and  the  other,  Albert,  Avas  an  in- 
fant in  his  mother's  arms.  Otiiers  of  the 
family  were  hurt,  but  none  seriously.  The 
sorrowing  family  came  to  Milwaukee,  and, 
after  staying  there  one  winter,  came  to 
JIcLeod  county,  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Ilutcliinson.  The  father  of  our  subject  wns 
one  of  the  industrious  men  that  have  helped 
develope  this  beautiful  country,  and  was  a 
consistent  and  zealous  member  of  the  Lutli- 
eran  church.  He  occujjied  an  important 
place  in  the  community  until  taken  away  by 
deatii,  January  20, 1884.  He  was  the  parent 
of  six  children — Minnie,  Mrs.  II.  Ewnld; 
Bertlia,  Mrs.  JohnEwakl;  August,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Smith^;  John,  Otto  and  Al- 
bert. 
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John  Block  received  his  education  in  this 
county,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he 
commenced  his  hfe  labor  on  his  father's 
farm.  He  has  followed  the  farm  life  ever 
since,  and  has  a  pleasant  home.  He  was 
married  in  1879  to  Miss  Emma  Scliultz. 
a  native  of  Wisconsin,  born  in  January, 
1860.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Fred.  Schultz, 
■who  came  to  this  county  at  an  early  day. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Block  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children — Bertha,  Otto,  Adolph,  Willie, 
Clara,  George  (deceased),  and  Louis  (de- 
ceased). Mr.  Block  is  a  democrat  in  his 
political  faith,  and  a  strong  adherent  of  the 
principles  of  that  party. 

Ti^RANClS  NEWMAN;  a  fine  specimen  of 
]^  the  hardy  and  thrifty  Scandinavian 
farmers  that  have  been  such  important  fac- 
tors in  the  upbuilding  of  the  whole  North- 
\ye8t,  is  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Bergen, 
and  has  his  home  on  section  16.  He  was 
born  in  Sraaland,  Sweden,  December  25, 
1831,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary 
CJacobson^  Newman,  both  of  whom  died  in 
the  land  of  their  birth. 

Francis  was  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  that  country.  He  was  accustomed  to  ag- 
ricultural labor  from  his  earliest  youth,  and 
has  demonstrated  that  he  learned  it  thor- 
oughly. He  entered  the  army  of  his  native 
land,  and  served  tliere  for  tlie  regulation  five 
years.  In  1867  he  decided  to  seek  in  the 
New  World  a  new  home,  and,  borrowing 
$380  of  some  relatives  in  tliis  country,  he 
and  his  family  crossed  the  ocean  on  a 
steamer.  On  landing  on  tiie  hospitable 
shores  of  America,  he  set  out  at  once  for  this 
county,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  16,  in  Bergen,  and  has  made  tliis  his 
home  ever  since.  Being  totally  inexperi- 
enced in  the  Avays  of  the  ])ioneer,  it  came 


hard  for  him  the  first  few  years,  and  the 
family  were  called  on  to  suifer  many  priva- 
tions. His  first  labor  was  to  build  up  a  rail 
crib,  in  which  they  could  sleep  until  he  could 
get  a  cabin  erected.  The  latter  built,  he 
went  to  work  with  all  his  energy  to  clear  the 
land  and  prepare  it  for  cultivation,  that  he 
might  be  enabled  to  pay  off  all  his  indebted- 
ness, which  he  soon  dul,  owing  to  his  industry 
and  diligence.  The  result  of  his  labors  is  that 
at  present  he  has  a  fine  farm  of  120  aci'es  of 
excellent  land  and  well  improved. 

Mr.  Newman  and  Miss  Bertman,  the  latter 
born  in  Sweden,  in  182C,  were  united  in  mar- 
riage, in  Sweden,  and  by  tliis  union  thej'e 
have  been  born  a  family  of  nine  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follows — John  Orren, 
born  in  Sweden,  June  3, 1862,  and  died  the 
same  month  ;  Charles  Edward,  born  October 
13, 1853 ;  Axel  Julius,  born  January  0, 1850, 
and  died  the  next  month  ;  Charlotte  Augus- 
ta, born  May  i,  1857 ;  Swen  John,  born  Jan- 
uary 22, 1800 ;  Caroline  Albertina,  born  ^lay 
31,  1862,  and  died  September  30,  1863;  Jen- 
nie Caroline,  born  August  31, 1S6J- ;  Andrew 
Gilbert,  born  in  Bergen,  November  9,  1867; 
and  Addie  Julia,  born  November  2,  1870. 

Our  subject  is  a  republican  in  his  political 
faith,  and  has  held  tiie  ofiice  of  clerk  of  the 
school  district  for  fifteen  years.  He  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Lutlioran  church, 
and  a  rejjresentativo  citizen  of  the  township 
in  which  he  lives. 

■  ■»> 'S^S?' ■ 

jrOHN  N.  LESTER,  one  of  the  oldest  set- 
^  tiers  of  the  county,  came  here  in  June, 
1856,  arriving  at  Glcncoo  the  18th  of  the 
month,  and  two  days  later,  took  up  a  claim 
on  section  2,  in  the  town  of  Bergen.  Ho 
brought  his  family  here,  and,  August  ITtli, 
settled  on  what  is  now  known  as  "  Lester's 
Prairie,"  which  was  named  after  his  wife, 
Mi-s.  Maria  Lester,  the  first  white  woman  to 
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set  foot  upon  it,  Pitciiing  his  tent,  Mr.  Les- 
ter commenced  cutting  haj'  to  winter  the 
stociv  which  lie  had  brought  from  Manito- 
woc, Wis.  Tiiis  done,  he  put  up  a  log  cabin 
in  wliich  to  shelter  his  family,  and  broke 
some  land.  In  October,  1850,  the  brother- 
in-law  of  Mr.  Lester,  Nelson  Adams,  died, 
the  first  death  in  Bergen.  The  family  re- 
mained on  this  f ami  until  18G2,  when  tiiey 
moved  to  Hutchinson,  that  the  children 
might  have  the  advantages  of  schools.  While 
there  the  Indian  outbreak  occurred,  and  the 
house  they  had  been  Jiving  in  was  burned  by 
tlie  savages.  They  were  in  the  stockade,  but 
lost  all  tlieir  possessions  except  the  clothes 
they  had  on.  ]\rr.  Lester  returned  to  Illinois 
that  fall,  and  remained  there  until  186G, 
when  he  moved  back  to  this  county,  and 
built  a  new  house,  and  made  his  home  here 
until  his  death,  which  took  place  here  April 
1, 1871.  lie  was  a  native  of  St.  Lawrence 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  about  1812. 
His  father,  Ed  ward  Lester,  was  one  of  the 
force  that  toolc  Fort  Ticonderoga. 

John  Lester  removed  to  Chicago  in  1832, 
tand  took  up  a  claim  within  a  few  miles  of 
that  place.  In  1847  he  came  to  Winnebago 
county,  Wis.,  and  from  there  to  Manitowoc, 
in  the  same  State,  where  he  lived  until  com- 
ing to  this  county.  lie  was  a  man  of  mark 
in  the  community,  and  held  many  offices  of 
honor  and  trust  in  the  county  and  town,  and 
died  regretted  by  all.  He  was  the  parent  of 
six  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living — 
Lewis  W.,  John  W.  and  Frank  F. 

Lewis  W.  Lkster,  one  of  the  sons,  is  the 
present  county  auditor.  He  is  a  native  of 
Clintonville,  St.  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  born  February  1,  1839.  He  lived  with 
his  i)arents  until  1859,  and  can  distinctly  re- 
member driving  the  cattle  Avhen  they  came 
to  Minnesota,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
country.  In  the  spring  of  1859,  when  he 
started  out  for  himself,  he  returned  to  Wis- 
consin, and  there  taught  school  for  five 


months.  In  1860  he  went  to  Chicago,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  stock  business  uritil 
1862,  when  he  came  back  to  the  parental 
roof,  arriving  there  August  14,  three  days 
before  the  Indian  outbreak.  He  went  with 
the  family  to  Illinois,  but  returned  here  in 
1807,  and  in  the  fall  of  1870  was  elected  reg- 
ister of  deeds  for  the  county,  and  held  that 
office  for  eigh  t  years.  In  1879  he  was  chosen 
county  treasurer,  and  occupied  that  position 
four  years.  In  1886  he  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  auditor,  which  he  holds  at  present.' 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  united  in 
marriage  September  13, 1880,  to  Miss  Mary 

A.  Colby.  Mr.  Lester  is  a  member  of  Glen- 
coe  Lodge,  No.  36,  A.  0.  TJ.  W.,  and  is  the 
present  Financier  of  that  bpdy. 

T|u^EWIS  P.  HARRINGTON,  the  present 
liicv  efficient  superintendent  of  the  county 
schools,  is  a  resident  of  the  village  of  Hutch- 
inson, where,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the 
firm  of  Sargent  &  Harrington,  he  is  engaged 
in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  real  estate.  He 
is  a  native  of  Hennepin  county,  Minn.,  born 
October  7,  1854,  and  fs  the  son  of  William 

B.  and  Sarah  (fiilson)  Harrington.  A  sketch 
of  his  parents,  who  Avere  early  settlers  in  tliis 
county,  is  given  in  the  pages  of  this  Album, 
elsewhere.'  The  father  of  our  subject  ran 
the  Glendale  (now  the  Merchants)  Hotel,  in 
company  with  his  son-in-law,  T.  II.  Pender- 
gast^  until  his  death,  but  after  his  decease 
his  widow  exchanged  the  house  for  a  resi- 
dence property. 

Lewis,  after  his  father's  death,  remained 
with  his  mother,  attending  school.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  commenced  teaching 
part  of  the  time,  and  still  pursued  his  studies. 
On  attaining  his  majority  he  adopted  the 
profession  of  teaching,  and  has  always  fol- 
lowed it  until  his  election  to  the  office  of 
superintendent  in  1883.   Ilis  services  in  this 
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position  proving  eminently  satisfactory,  he 
was  elected  his  own  successor  on  the  expira- 
tion,of  his  term,  in  1886.  In  1881,  in  com- 
pany with  H,  D.  Kecords,  he  purchased  the 
drug  business  of  James  Bennett,  and  was  con- 
nected with  that  establishment  until  tiie 
spring  of  1884,  when  he  disposed  of  his  inter- 
est therein.  The  partnership  with  T.  T. 
Sargent  was  formed  in  188(>,  and  they  now 
carry  on  quite  an  extensive  business  in  real 
estate,  loans  and  insurance. 
-  Mr.  Harrington  was  united  in  marriage, 
Jul}--  5, 1882,  with  Miss  Mary  Groshoriio-.  tlie 
daughter  of  Francis  L.  and  Hannah  Gros- 
horng. 

By  his  strict  attention  to  the  duties  of  his 
office  and  liis  labors  in  tlie  school  room,  Mr. 
Harrington  has  won  golden  opinions  and  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  citizens  in  tlie 
^ounty.  He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in 
the  institution  of  Hassan  Lodge,  No.  109, 1. 
O.  O.  F.,  in  the  village,  and  was  one  of  its 
charter  members.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Hutchinson  Lodge,  No.  97,  A.  O.  U.  W. 

T^RANK  D.  FIMAN.  of  the  village  of 
Silver  Lake,  is  tlie  son  of  Frank  and 
Ketie  Fiman,  natives  of  Bohemia,  and  was 
born  in  that  country,  June  12,  1844  He 
was  reared  in  that  picturesque  land,  and 
went  to  scliool  until  he  was  fourteen  years 
of  age.  On  attaining  his  maturity  he  served 
in  the  Austrian  army  for  three  years,  nine 
months  and  twenty-seven  days,  and  at  the 
expii'ation  of  his  service,  came  to  the  United 
States,  with  his  parents,  in  1870,  landing  in 
New  York,  October  17th.  The  family 
settled  in  the  town  of  Eich  Valley,  McLcod 
county,  arriving  here  October  20,  1870. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  went  to  work 
the  following  December  for  Asa  B.  Hutchin- 
son, the  renowned  singer,  and  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  village  of  Hutchinson,  and 


was  in  his  employ  two  years,  on  his  farnu 
After  a  lew  weeks  spent  in  work  for  the 
Hastings  &  Dakota  Telegraph  Company," 
he  went  liome,  and  remained  there  a  siiort 
time.  Eemoving  then  to  the /vicinity  of 
Minneapolis,  ho  entered  the  employ  of 
Stephen  Pratt,  to  work  on  his  dairy  farm, 
and  continued  with  liim  foi-  five  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  returned  to 
this  county,  and  located  on  the  farm,  in  Rich 
Valley  township,  that  he  luul  purchased  pre- 
viousl}',  and  where  his  faniily  had  resided 
for  three  yeai-s,  and  took  to  agricultural  labor 
for  himself.  Here  he  remained  until  1883, 
when  he  purchased  a  business  house,  a  dwell- 
ing and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  the  village 
of  Silver  Lake,  and  is  now  running  a  saloon, 
and  patent  medicine  store,  and  iuis  built  and 
operates  a  neat  dancing  booth  near  by, 

Mr.  Fiman  Avas  married,  March  1,  1875, 
to  Mi's.  Josephine  (Zclcny)  HavlilCj  a  native 
of  Moravia,  Austria,  and  the  witlow  of  Josef 
Havlik.  She  had  three  children  by  her  lirst 
marriage — Frank,  Josef  and  Charles,  the  last 
named  of  whom  is  dead — and  by  her  union 
with  our  subject  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren— Charles  Frank,  born  February  1, 1879; 
Anna  Josephine,  born  February  5,  18S2 ; 
and  Edward  F.,  born  August  27, 18SG. 

Mr.  Fiman  held  the  office  of  assessor  \\\ 
the  town  of  Eich  Valley,  wliilo  a  resident  ot 
that  place.  He  has  a  tine  farm  of  137  acres, 
besides  his  village  proi)erty,  and  is  growing 
wealthy  as  a  result  of  his  successful  business 
management. 

T^REDERICK  H.  KUHLMANN.  a  pro- 
jpP-  gressive  farmer  of  the  town  of  Ber- 
gen, was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  August 
11,  1853,  and  is  the  son  of  "William  and  Marie 
Qjullis')  Kulilmann.  AVhen  he  was  but  nine 
months  old  he  was  brought  to  this  country 
by  his  parents,  who  had  a  family  of  six  chil- 
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dren  at  the  time.  Tliey  landed  at  Baltimore, 
Md.,  whence  tliey  went  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
and  tiierei'emained  some  fifteen  months.  In 
1855  tlio  family  came  to  Minnesota,  and  set- 
tled on  Government  land  in  Scott  connty, 
where  tiie  fatlier  lived  tintil  1883,  whan  he 
was  called  from  this  world  by  death,  and 
there  the  motlier  is  still  living. 

Tlie  subject  of  our  narrative  remained  be- 
neath tiie  parental  roof  until  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-fGur3'ears,  assisting  in  the 
tilhigoof  the  father's  farm,  and  in  running  a 
thresliing  machine  whicli  ho  owned.  He  had 
received  the  elements  of  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  this  State.  February 
9. 1877,  he  wjis  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  Ernst,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  born 
August  1,  1855,  and  at  once  came  to  this 
connty,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Bergen. 
He  at  lii'st  located  on  section  2,  but  three 
years  lat<,'r  ho  moved  to  his  present  farm,  on 
section  5,  and  on  that  and  tlie  adjoining 
one  has  now  some  eighty  acres  of  finely  cul 
tivated  land.  - 

!Mr.  Kuiihna.nn  and  his  wife  are  tlic  par- 
ents of  four  children — Augusta  Marie,  born 
June  19, 1878;  Martha  Mati!«la,  born  March 
11,  1879,  died  September  14,  1879;  Frederick 
William,  born  Jul}"^  IS,  3880;  and  Mario 
Louise,  born  October  30,  1883.  The  family 
are  members  of  tlie  German  Evangelical 
cliurch,  and  are  zealous  Oiiristian  people. 
The  care  of  a  practiced  farmer  is  shown 
throughout  tiie  place  of  Mr.  Kulilmann, 
and  it  is  a  farm  to  '.o  proud  of. 

T^RADFORD  MOORE  BERFIELD.  one 
JitoJ  of  the  successful  and  progressive  agri- 
culturists of  Bergen  township,  is  a  native  of 
the  State  of  oMinnesota,  having  been  born 
in  Carver  county,  March  21,  1858.  He  is 
the  son  of  Isaac  and  Arabella  (Ilildebrand) 


Beriield,  Avho  Avere  early  settlers  in  that 
part  of  the  State. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  reared  be- 
neath the  parental  roof,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  the  country. 
A  part  of  the  time  he  spent  in  Ohio,  but  the 
most  of  it  was  passed  in  this  State.  Attain- 
ing maturer  years,  he  learned  the  carpenter- 
ing trade,  and  afterward  that  of  steam  en- 
gineering, and  has  worked  at  both  of  these 
in  Minnesota,  Dakota  and  Canada.  He  \vent 
to  the  latter  placo  in  1881,  and  was  there  em- 
ployed, at  Winnepeg  and  Thunder  Bay,  at 
his  trade.  On  returning  to  "the  States,"  in 
1885,  he  found  employment  as  engineer 
of  the  roller  flouring  mill  at  Aberdeen, 
Dak.,  where  he  remained  for-  over  a  year. 
In  November,  1886,  he  came  back  to  this 
vicinity,  and  engaged  in  carpentering  at 
Plato  until  the  spring  of  1887,  when  he  cam^ 
to  Lester  Prairie  Station.  lie  is  now  em- 
ployed in  mercantile  pursuits,  having  en- 
tered the  employ  of  Ilenemann  &  Bergmann. 
lie  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views,  and 
adheres  closely  to  the  tenets  of  that  organi- 
zation. 

J^EENRY  BIERMANNj  a  prominent  and 
'JKL  leading  farmer  of  the  town  of  Helen, 
has  his  home  on  section  32.  He  has  a  fine 
farm  of  240  acres  pf  rich  and  fertile  land, 
and  is  prosperous  and  thrifty.  He  was  born 
beneath  the  genial  skies  of  the  German 
Fatherland,  September  4,  1855,  and  is  the 
son  of  Frederick  and  Mena  (Basemann) 
Biermann,  natives,  also,  of  Germany.  He 
was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and  there 
received  the  education  that  is  the  right  of 
every  youth  of  that  empire.  In  1871,  when 
but  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  embarked  for 
America,  and,  crossing  the  stormy  Atlantic, 
landed  at  New  York.  There  he  remained 
si-x  months,  engaged  as  a  car  keeper,  but 
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later  went  to  Chicago,  and  worked  as  a  house 
painter  for  a  term  of  three  years. 

Coining  to  Minnesota  in  1874,  he  settled 
in  MoLeod  county,  in  the  town  of  Helen 
where  he  now  resides,  and  commenced  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account,  and  lias  prospered 
as  he  merits.    He  was  nuirried  Marcii  13, 

1881,  to  Miss  Menie  Voss.  a  native  of  Green 
Isle,  Minn.,  and  daugiiter  of  Henry  and 
Anna  Voss.  They  are  tiie  parents  of  two 
children,  both  boys,  wliose  names  are  Henry 
and  "William.  Our  subject  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church, 
and  an  honorable,  upright  man,  respected  b}'- 
all.  In  his  political  views  he  is  in  accord 
with  the  republican  party,  and  su])[)orts  the 
candidates  presented  by  that  organization. 

Tlie  ])arents  of  Mr.  Biermann  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1872,  and  located  in  Chi. 
cago.  The  father  died  in  Minnesota,  Decem. 
ber  11,  18s2,  and  the  mother,  who  resides 
with  her  son,  is  a  most  estimable  latiy,  a  true 
Christian,  and  a  bright  example  to  the  rising 
generation.  Mr.  Biermann  lias  no  aspira- 
tions for  political  oiKce,  jn-eferring  the  quiet 
of  his  own  fireside  and  the  attention  to  his 
own  business  that  it  deman<!s. 

JOHN  A.  MOFFETT.  a  leading  farmer  of 
the  town  of  South  Hutchinson,  living 
upon  section  35,  was  born  in  Schuyler 
county,  111,  January  4,  18i7.  His 
parents,  Willis  G.,  and  Caroline  (gtone') 
Moffett,  were  natives  of  Kentucky's  "Dark 
and  Bloody  Ground."  In  1852  the 
family  came  to  St.  Anthony,  Minn.,  and 
located  on  a  fai-m  about  four  miles  soutli  of 
where  Minneapolis  now  stands.  There  the 
father  engaged  infurming,  and  had  his  home 
until  July  17,  1873,  when  he  wiis  taken  away 
by  the  death  angel.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject sui'vived  her  husband  until  March  18, 

1882,  when  she  too  passed  away. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reare<l  to 
man's  estate  beneatii  the  parental  roof  tree, 
and  was  given  every  advantage  at  iiis  dispo- 
sal in  the  way  of  obtaining  an  education.  In 
1871  lie  left  home,  and  after  working  in 
tliat  neighborhood  for  a  short  time  came  to 
McLeod  county,  and  purchased  a  fai'm  on 
section  32,  of  the  same  township,  where  he 
now  lives.  Two  yeai's  later  he  sold  out 
and  moved  into  the  village  of  Hutchinson, 
anil  oi)eratcd  the  meat  nnirket'.  One  year 
of  this  and  then  he  purchased  his  present 
handsome  farm,  to  which  he  moved  and  has 
made  his  liomo  ever  since, 

Mr._Moffott.was  united  in  marriage,  Ajn'il 
15,1SG8,  with  ]\[iss  Kettie  L.  J?ollins.  the 
daughter  of  Evander  F.  and  Kancy  II. 
(Works)  Eollins,  and  a  native  of  Maine. 
She  died  ]\[ay  27,  1888,  leaving  ten  children 
to  mourn  the  loss  tliat  they  sustained.  The 
children's  names  are— Willis  F.,  Joseph  E., 
Harris  A.,  Samuel  E.,  Walter  B.,  IJoland  A., 
James  A.,  Carrie  L.,  Evander  and  ]\riiinie  E, 
]\rr3.Mx)ffeUfollowedherfatheracross(leath's 
threshold  very  closely,  his  steps  passing  it 
March  18,  1887.  Her  mother  is  living  in 
Hutchinson. 

During  the  Indian  troubles,  our  subject 
was  too  far  from  the  savages  to  feel  at  all 
alarmed,  but  Titus  Littlcjohn,  a  bi-other-in- 
iaw,  was  killed  by  tiiem  at  Sauk  Center,  dur- 
ing the  outbreak. 

JTOSIAH  S.  REESE.  Perhaps  there  is  in 
^  the  town  of  Lynn  no  more  enterprising 
and  thorough-going  farmer,  or  more  pi'onii- 
nent  and  influential  citizen  than  the  gentle- 
man of  whom  this  memoir  is  wi-itten.  AVhen 
he  came  to  this  county  in  the  spring  of  1872, 
he  was  a  poor  man,  his  only  possessions  con- 
sisting of  a  yoke  of  oxen,  two  cows,  acouple 
of  pigs  and  the  small  sum  of  75  cents; yet,  by 
industry  and  economy  he  has  succeeded  in 
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raising  Iiis  family'  from  poverty  to  affluence 
and  comfort.  He  lias  a  liandsonie  and  well- 
cultivated  farm  of  220  acres  of  land,  and  lias 
erected  upon  it  a  neat  frame  cottage,  two 
good  granaries,  three  machine  slieds,  blaok- 
smitli  shop,  creamery,  wind-mill,  and  a  barn 
seventy  feet  long.  The  place  is  adorned  by 
a  beautiful  grove  of  trees,  coveringfour  acres, 
Avliicli  is  the  result  of  his  own  pliinting. 

Islw  lleese  was  born  near  Fairmount, 
W.  Ya.,  Novenii)cr  9,  lSJ-5,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Mathews)  Ilccsc.  His 
parents  -were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who 
liiid  moved  to  tiiat  part  of  the  "Old  Domin- 
ion." About  a  year  subsequent  to  the  birth 
of  oursubject,  his  father  and  mother  returned 
to  the  State  where  tiiey  were  born,  and  made 
their  home  in  Washington  county  for  about 
ten  years.  In  1857  the  family  came  to  Alin- 
nesota,  and  located  in  the  town  of  Younsr 
America,  Carver  county,  wlicrc  Josiah  re- 
mained with  them  until  coming  to  McLcod 
county.  On  his  arrival  here  he  purchased  a 
claim  to  eighty  aoi'cs  of  land,  on  section  32, 
Lynn  townslii]),  and  has  lived  here  over  since. 

November  12,  1871,  Mr.  Ecese  wedded 
Miss  Jane  Burton,  the  daugliter  of  George 
and  Sarah  Eurton,  and  a  native  of  England. 
They  have  been  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
as  follows  —  Clara  L.,  born  January  2G, 
1873 ;  Bertha  J.,  born  December  20, 1870,  and 
died  the  27th  of  the  same  month  ;  Charles 
Edward,  born  January  12, 1880,  and  died  Au- 
gust 20,  1881 ;  Abbie  Janet,  born  December 
3,1882;  Etta  May,  born  Oclober  17,  1884, 
and  died  Api-il  29,"  1885  ;  Sarah  E.,  bornEeb- 
ruary  25, 1887 ;  and  twins  fliatdied  unnamed, 
but  a  few  days  old,  Avliich  wore  born  Febru- 
ary 20,  1878. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  always 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  all  imblic  affairs,  and, 
liaving  tlie  entire  confidence  of  the  commu- 
nity, has  been  called  upon  to  labor  in  the  pub- 
lic service.  He  is  the  present  inciiinbent  of 
the  office  of  chairman  of  the  town  board,  and 


lias  held  i  t  for  some  eight  years.  lie  was  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  and  clerk  of  the  school  dis- 
trict, for  two  years.  Deing  in  sympathy  with 
the  struggling  masses,  the  producers  of  the 
world's  n^ealth,  he  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  Grange  movement,  and  is  the  presi- 
dent of  the  county  branch  of  the  Farmer's 
Alliance.  Altliough  he  devotes  considerable 
time  and  attention  to  these  outside  duties, 
still  he  has  never  neglected  the  management 
and  adornment  of  his  jilace,  which  reflects 
great  credit  upon  -the  owner  by  the  air  of 
thrift  and  prosperity  that  pervades  it. 

"pRA  A.  LATJA^  the  vice-president  of  llie 
^  First  Jiational  Bank  of  Glencoe,  and  one 
of  the  most  prominent  and  representative 
citizens  of  that  village,  is  a  native  of  Wabash 
county,  Ind.,  born  October  15,1850,  and  is 
the  son  of  Ephraim  and  Diantha  (Kuflle) 
Latta.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  his  mother  of  Ohio. 

Our  subject  is  the  great-grandson  of  the 
celebrated  Adam  Foe,  -whose  history  is  so 
largely  a  part  of  the  early  annals  of  Ohio. 
His  grandmother,  Sarah  Kuffle,  who  died  in 
Congress,  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  January, 
1888,  had  lived  under  the  administration  of 
every  president  from  Washington  to  Clove- 
land,  being'ninety-seven  years  of  age  at  her 
death.  She  lived  to  see  the  fifth  generation 
of  her  descendants,  the'  eldest  of  the  last 
being  some  fifteen  years  old  when  her  demise 
occurred. 

Ephraim  Latta  moved  to  Ohio  when  a 
young  man,  and  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith 
and  odged  tool  manufacturer,  and  followed 
that  trade  m  the  "  Buckeye  State."  Later 
in  life  he  removed  to  "Wabash  county,  Ind., 
and  lived  on  a  farm  until  his  death,  in  1860, 
being  then  fifty-three  yoai-s  of  age.  His 
wife  lived  there  uhtil  March,  1874. 

The  subject  of  this  personal  history  re- 
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ceived  bis  education  in  tlie  common  scliools 
of  the  country,  and  after  his  fatlier's  death 
remained  at  liome  upon  the  farm  until  he 
was  twenty  years  old.  He  then  started  for 
Silver  Lake,  Ind.,  with  the  intention  of 
attending  college,  but  on  his  arrival  there 
abandoned  the  idea  and  went  into  business 
witli  his  brother,  and  remained  in  trade  with 
him  about  a  year  and  a  half.  Going  to 
Peru,  Ind.,  he  entered  the  Howe  Sewing 
Machine  factory,  where  lie  took  contracts 
and  operated  witii  success  for  two  j-eai's.  In 
the  spring  of  1873  he  went  to  Kansas,  but, 
after  looking  that  country  over  and  invest- 
ing in  some  real  estate,  returned  to  rniliana 
where  he  Avas  not  actively  engaged  for  the 
the  next  couple  of  yeai-s.    In  the  summer  of 

1876,  became  to  Glencoe,  and  remained  until 
fallAvhen  he  returned  to  Indiana,  but  inMa}', 

1877,  came  back  to  the  village  and  bought  a 
half  interest  in  the  lumber  business  of  13. 
Griswold,  his  brother-in-law.  Tiireo  years 
later  he  purchased  the  interest  of  his  pai'tner, 
having,  the  previous  year,  ostablislicd 
branclies  at  Brownton,  Stuart,  and  Bird  Isl- 
and. The  business  proved  quite  a  success 
in  his  hands,  and  ho  i-emained  in  it  until  his 
health  gave  way,  and,  although  he  was  doing 
extremely  well  in  a  financial  sense,  lie  soltl 
out  and  took  a  trip  to  California  to  recuper- 
ate. Five  months  later  he  returned,  but  has 
not  actively  engaged  in  business  since. 
When  tlie  First  National  Bank  was  organized 
in  1881,  he  was  elected  vice-president,  and 
lias  filled  that  office  ever  since. 

In  1883,  in  company  witli  A.  L.  Martin,  he 
established  a  brick  manufaotoi-y  at  Minnea- 
polis, and  for  four  years  carrieil  on  a  large 
and  lucrative  business,  nniking  2,000,000 
brick  per  annum. 

December  28, 1880,  Mr.  Latta  was  imited 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  IST.  Snyder,  of 
Glencoe,  a  daugliter  of  A.  J.  and  Priscilhi 
Snyder.  By  this  union  there  have  been  born 
two  (..hddren — Florence  and  Edna.   Both  he 
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and  his  estimable  wife  are  members  of  llio 
Methodist  Episcopal  chui'ch. 

In  the  fall  of  1S87  Mr.  Latta  made  a  second  ' 
trip  to  California  with  liis  family',  imd  made 
some  investments  in  real  estate,  as  that  coun- 
try was  I'apidly  growing  in  wealth  and  iioj)- 
ulation,  and  property  increasing  in  value. 

IbSEPH  RANGE,  farmer,  who  is  living 
p  on  section  15,  of  Glencoe  township,  was 
born  in  Gernumy,  May  IC,  18i5,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Dora  (Elireslinp)  Baii(.(». 
Ills  parents,  who  wore  natives  of  the  same 
empire,  camo  to  this  countiy  in  18GS,  and 
settled  in  Cook  county,  III.,  where  the  father- 
died  in  1SG9.  He  was  i-eared  and  educated 
in  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  after  finishing 
his  schooling,  which  was  excellent,  he  was 
cmplo3'ed  at  farming  until  1808,  when,  bid- 
ding adieu  to  the  Fatherland,  he  .sought  the 
chance  for  success  in  life  denied  him  in  the 
old  home,  and  saileil  for  the  shoi-os  of 
America.  Landing  at  Now  Yoi-k,  he  left  for 
Chicago,  at  once,  and  for  five  years  was  em- 
ployed ujion  a  farm  in  the  vicinit3^  Having 
a  desire  to  engage  in  mercantile  life  in  Chi- 
cago, he  embarked  in  the  Hour  and  feed 
business  thei'e,  and  for  a  period  of  five  years 
continued  in  that  line.  His  next  venture 
was  to  obtain  a  farm  near  the  city,  and  lie 
tilled  its  soil  for  seven  years.  With  a  view 
to  the  betterment  of  his  fortune,  he  then  soki' 
out  and  came  to  this  county,  and  located  on 
the  place  Avliere  lie  now  lives.  This  was  in. 
1883. 

Wy.  Bange  was  married,  June  23,  1871,  to' 
Miss  Sophia  Pclilin'^.a  native  of  Illinois,  and! 
a  daughter  of  Philip  and  Dora  (KramorV 
Pehling.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, who  bear  the  names  of  Dora,  Philip, 
Lizzie,  and  Anna.  The  father  and  motlior 
of  l^lrs.  llaiige  were  natives  of  (lermanv. 
They  came  to  this  country  in  185;!,  and  now 
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live  in  Illinois.  llango^  inotlicr  lives 
with  liini. 

Our  subject  is  a  wariu  and  zciilous  member 
of  the  (Jenuiiu  Evangelical  Lutlieraii  church 
and  an  active  and  consistent  Christian,  who 
does  not  hesitate  to  devote  time  orincmey  to 
all  good  work.  The  whole  family  bear 
nieinbershi])  in  the  same  denomination.  In 
his  ))olitics  he  is  a  staunch  adherent  to  the 
<lenu)cr!itic  party  and  its  principles,  although 
lie  has  but  little  aspirations  for  public  olKcc. 


EORGE  THOM,  a  proniinent  and  en 
farmer,  livin";  on  section  T 


tcrpriHing  ,,,,  ov.vu.wj. 

Penn  to\vnshi|),  lirst  settled  there  on  coming 
to  this  county,  in  January,  lSO(i.  He  was 
born  in  Aberdoensiiire,  Scotland,  August  24, 
183(5,  aiul  is  llic  son  of  Francis  and  ]\[argaret 
(Cra<;in)  Tlioni.  He  was  reared  in  "the 
ivand  of  lleatiier"  until  he  was  twenty 
years  of  age,  but,  in  lS5(i,  ho  bade  a  farewell 
to  the  old  home,  and  sought,  in  the  new 
country  of  the  Northwestern  States,  the  for- 
tune that  he  could  not  reach  in  the  land  of 
his  nativity.  On  landing  in  this  country, 
ho  came  directly  to  Kenoslia,  AVi.s.,  with  his 
parents,  and  resided  with  them  there  for 
two  years.  At  tiie  end  of  that  lime  the 
family  removed  to  Steele  county,  Jfinn., 
where  tiie  parents  still  live. 

George  Thorn,  who  Inid  received  a  com- 
mon cducati(m  in  the  parisii  schools  of  his 
native  land,  curly  in  life  took  up  life's  duties, 
and  assisted  his  father  in  farming. .  While 
living  with  the  old  folks,  on  the  farm  in 
Steele  county,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
First  [Minnesota  Infantry,  May  17,  18G1, 
under  Captain  Lewis  McKune.  He  ]iartici- 
pated  in  all  the  engagements  where  that 
most  gallant  and  well-known  regiment  car- 
ried its  Hag  to  victory.  Eull  Eun,  York- 
town,  Fair  Oaks,  Savage's  Station,  White 
Oak  Swamp,  Seven  Fines,  Malvern  Ilill 


Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysbui'g,  and 
a  liost  of  others,  crowd  upon  the  mind  whfcn 
reviewing  the  roll  of  honor  of  the  "Old 
First."  ITe  was  discharged  with  tlie  rem- 
nant of  the  band  of  heroes,  <at  Fort  Snclling, 
A])ril  28,  1801-,  and  returned  to  his  home. 

January  30,  18GG,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Maria  Hall,  a  native 'of 
Steuben  county,  N.  Y.,  born  March  20, 1845, 
and  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Jemima  . 
(Gor.sline)  Hall.  Her  parents  liad  move<l  to 
Wisconsin,  in  ISoG,  and  from  there,  in  18C4, 
to  Steele  county,  Minn.  "Qy  their  union  Mr. 
and  !^[rs.  Tlioni  are  the  parents  of  three 
children — Dora,  born  November  19,  1S6C; 
Shennan,  born  July  30,1870;  and  Robert, 
born  ]\ray  28,  1881.' 

~*-'-^^^'<>'  •  

WILLIAM  SCHULTZ-,  a  farmer,  hav 
ing  his  residence  on  section  13," 
South  Hutchinson  township,  is  a  native  of 
Prussia.  Ho  was  born  November  19, 1847,  aiid 
is  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Caroline  (Wildt) 
Scliultx.  His  father  Avas  born  in  the  Gnind 
Duchy  of  [Mecklenburg,  but  his  mother's 
nativity  was  in  Pi-ussia.  While  he  was  still 
a  child,  in  1856,  the  family  immigrated  to 
America,  and  after  a  stormy  passage  landed 
at  Castle  Garden,  New  York  Cit}'.  Passing 
right  through  the  metropolis,  the\'  came 
West,  stopping  to  work  some  nine  months  in 
Chicago,  and  settled  in  Lake  county,  111., 
where  the  father  engaged  in  fai-ming. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  took  advantage 
of  every  opportunity  to  go  to  school,  botli  in 
Chicago  and  elsewhere.  In  1861,  the  father 
and  family  came  to  McLeod  county,  and  hero 
the  father  homesteaded  IGO  acres  of  land  on 
section  23,  South  Hutchinson  township, 
where  he  was  living  when  the  angel  of  death 
brought  his  summons,  in  July,  18G5.  The 
family  had  the  usual  experience  of  the  pio- 
neere  during  the  Indian  troubles. 
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In  the  spring  of  1862,  William  left  home, 
to  battle  for  himself,  going  to  the  vicinity  of 
Minneapolis,  where  he  was  employed  on  a 
farm  until  after  harvest.  In  the  fall  of  that 
year  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  First  Minne- 
sota Mounted  Rangers,  under  Captain  Dan- 
iels, and  served  until  discharged  in  Decem- 
ber, 1863. 

He  then  returned  to  McLeod  county  and 
commenced  farm  work  on  the  family  home- 
stead, his  father  being  indisposed.  After 
the  death  of  tlie  latter,  our  subject  became 
the  mainstay  of  the  family.  In  1874-,  he  de- 
termined to  establish  a  home  of  his  own, 
and  accordingly  took  the  place  where  he 
now  lives  nnder  the  liomestead  act,  aitd  June 
1,  1874^,  was  united  in  marriage  Avitli  Miss 
Lizzie  Rogers,  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Steno  (Haunke)  Rogei-s,  and  a  native  of  Illi- 
nois. By  this  union  they  have  had  four  chil- 
dren— Frederick,  "Walter,  Clara,  and  Ella. 

Mr.  Schultz  has  filled  the  office  of  county 
commissioner  most  acceptably  for  six  yeai's, 
and  is  a  very  popuhu-  man  in  the  commun- 
ity. He  has  a  fine  farm  of  320  acres  of 
land,  all  well  im])roved,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  the  county. 

MON.  FELTON  VOLLMER.  Among 
the  prominent  citizens  of  the  county 
of  McLeod  that  are  identified  with  its  his- 
tory in  an  official  capacity,  there  are  few  tliat 
are  better  or  more  widely  known  than  the 
subject  of  this  memoir.  A  member  of  the 
State  House  of  Representatives  one  term, 
and  of  the  State  Senate  for  two,  besides 
having  occupied  several  minor  oifices,  fully 
justifies  his  title  to  the  adjective,  promi- 
nent. He  was  born  at  Ncuburg,  Bavaria, 
Germany,  August  27, 18i6,  and  is  the  son  of 
David  and  Mary  (Wolters)  Vollme;-, 

The  father  of  tlie  subject  of  our  sketch  is 
a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  born  July  29, 
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1814:,  and  was,  by  trade,  a  glazier,  in  the 
Fathei'land.   In  1852,  feeling  convinced  that 
in  the  less  thickly  settled  New  World  he 
Avould  find  a  fairer  field  for  his  efforts,  and 
those  of  his  growing  boys,  he  embarked 
with  his  wife  and  family  of  tour  children, 
having  lost  one  in  its  infancy,  and  crossing 
the  briny  deep,  landed  in  TSTew  York.  They 
spent  tliirty-nine  days  on  the  vessel,  most  of 
tlie  ships  at  that  tinie  using  sails  only.  From 
the  metropolis  they  came  directly  West,  and 
located  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  where  the 
fatlier  followed  carpentering.    In  1856,  Mr. 
Yollnicr.  Sr.,  came  to  Minnesota  on  a  pros- 
])ecting  tour,  and  remained  a  year.    In  May, 
1857,  the  family  removed  to  this  State  and 
located  in  St.  Paul.    There  the  father  found 
employment  in  Prince's  Jilill  until  February 
17, 1862,  when  he  felt  called  on  to  enlist  in  de- 
fence of  the  country  of  his  adoption.  En- 
rolling himself  in  Company  E,  Fifth  Min- 
nesota Infantry,  he  served  with  that  gallant 
band  of  heroes  through  the  sanguinary  con- 
flicts at  luka,  Corinth,  llaymond,  Jackson 
and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.    During  the 
latter  ho  received  a  sunstroke  that  inca])aci- 
pated  him  from  further  exertions,  and  he  Avas 
transferred  to  the  Invalid  Corps,  and  finally 
discharged  April  11,  1804.    On  returning  to 
Minnesota,  he  located  on  a  homestead  near 
Watertown,  Carver  county,  but  three  years 
later  moved  into  that  village  and  opened  a 
cabinet-making  shop.    There  he  remained 
until  the  fall  of  1868,  Avhen  he  came  to 
•  Winsted  township,  this  county,  and  bought 
a  saw-mill.   To  this  he  added  a  grist-mill, 
which  was  destroyed  by  lire  in  1876.  Here 
he  is  living  at  the  present,  cjuietl}'  retired 
from  the  busy  cares  of  active  life,  and  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  a  well-spent  number  of 
yeai-s,  being  now  seventy-four  years  old  ;  his 
estimable  wife  having  reached  her  seventy- 
second  year. 

Mr.  Yollmer  had  simply  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  his  education  previous  to  coming  to 
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Si,.  Ptiul,  and  tlicre  attoiidcd  the  Washington 
school  for  nearly  four  ^-^cars.  Knowing  that 
the  printer's  trade  is  almost  equivalent  to  a 
liberal  education,  lie  commenced  in  Novem- 
ber, 1860,  to  learn  "  the  art  preservative  of  all 
arts,"  in  the  office  of  the  Pioneer,  where  he 
remained  until  November,  1800,  when  he,  in 
partnership  Avitii  M.  E.  Vrendergast,  started 
tiie  LeSuexir  Courier,  in  which  he  continued 
to  be  interested  until  June  1,  1871,  at  which 
date  he  sold  out  to  W.  E.  golton.  lie  then 
removed  to  "VVinsted,  and  entered  into  his 
present  business,  that  of  operating  the  saw- 
and  grist-mill  in  that  place. 

Mr.  YoUmer  was  married,  November  28, 
18T1,  to  Miss  Ilattie  Oosby,  at  Northlield, 
this  State.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  Indiana, 
and  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah 
(Sonders)  Cosb^^  By  this  union  they  have 
had  live  children — Meda  (deceased),  Charles 
Eutherford,  Ada,  Eoy  and  Eobert. 

Our  subject  has  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  for  eight  years,  that  of  supervisor 
for  three  terms,  and  has  served  on  the  school 
board  continually.  In  1876  he  Avas  chosen 
to  represent  this  district  in  the  Lower  House 
of  the  State  Legislature,  and  in  1882  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber during  the  session  of  1883  and  1885.  lie 
is  the  present  president  of  the  village  board, 
Iiaving  held  that  position  for  two  terms.  A 
portrait  of  this  gentleman  is  presented  in 
this  ALBUst  as  that  of  one  of  the  leading 
and  representative  men  of  the  county. 

jrOHN  H.  GETCHELL,  one  of  the  earliest 
s|  scttlei-s  of  this  county,  and  one  of  its  most 
respected  citizens,  is  a  resident  of  the  town 
of  Glencoe,  living  on  section  0.  He  is  a 
native  of  Machias,  "Wasliington  county,  Me. 
His  early  years  were  silent  in  the  place  of 
his  birth  until  his  twentieth  year,  when  he 
adopted  a  seafaring  life.  He  followed  that 
calling,  olf  and  on,  for  some  eight  years,  but 


iti  November,  1849,  when  the  excitement 'bf 
the  discovery  of  the  gold  fields  of  California 
unsettled  the  country,  he,  lilce  many,  others,' 
sought  in  that  land  the  coveted  dust.  For 
two  years  he  delved  in  the  rich  placei-s  and 
on  the  river  bars,  principally  in  the  Ameri- 
can Eiver  district,  tnrning  ui?  the  glittering" 
sand.  In  1852,  he  returned  to  his  home,  and 
there  was  engaged  in  lumbering  until  1855, 
wdien  he  came  to  Minneapolis,  and,  leaving 
his  wife  and  child  there,  pushed  out  into  the 
wilderness  west  of  the  "  Big  "Woods  "  and 
found  in  McLeod  county  the  place  suited  to 
hisinind.  November  5th,  he  made  a  claim 
on  section  6,  Glencoe  township,  the  place 
wher^  he  now  lives.  He  brought  his  family 
here  in  June  following  and  made  a  perma- 
nent settlement,  and  on  the  eleventh  of  that 
month  turned  tlie  first  sod  in  the  country 
west  of  Glencoe.  He  and  liis  cousin.  War- 
ren Getchell,  had  come  here  togetlier,  and 
they  had  built  a  cabin  in  common,  but  in 
October  he  had  a  house  of  his  own  erected 
and  moved  into  it,  and  had  some  fifty  acres 
broken. 

All  went  well  with  the  exception  of  the 
necessary  hardships  endured  by  all  pioneers, 
until  the  time  of  the  Indian  massacre,  and 
then  they  had  the  same  experience  as  the 
other  residents  of  this  vicinity.  He  took  his 
family  to'Cliaska,  and  left  them  there  and  re- 
turned to  Glencoe.  In  October  he  brought 
the  family  back,  and  since  that  time  has  made 
his  homo  hero. 

Mr.  Getchell  was  united  in  marriage,  Oc- 
tober 25,  1853,  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Merritt, 
a  native  of  Eastport,  Me.,  and  tlie  daughter 
of  Eufus  and  Susan  (Babcock)  Merritt.  Both 
of  herparents  are  deceased,  her  father  dying 
April  1,  18i8,  and  her  mother  May  21, 
1886.  By  this  union  there  have  been  eleven 
children  born,  whose  names  are  as  follows — 
Ella  M.,  Marshall  T.,  Edwin  E.,  Belle  M., 
Ira  G.,  Jennie  Y.,  Eugene  E.,  Minnie  W., 
Fannie  M.,  Austin  J.  and  Eay  D. 
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[ON.  ANDREW  P.  FITCH,  the  present 
efficient  judge  of  probate  of  McLeod 
county,  came  to  Glencoe  from  Hastings,  and 
located  here  September  23, 1868.  He  opened 
an  office  at  once  for  the  practice  of  law,  and 
the  same  fall  was  elected  county  attorney 
on  the  democratic  ticket.  He  held  tliat  im- 
portant position  for  two  years,  and  after- 
ward gave  his  whole  attention  to  his  in- 
creasing law  practice.  In  the  fall  of  18Y5, 
he  was  chosen  to  rejn-esent  this  district  in 
the  State  Legislature,  and  served  one  term. 
The  next  autumn  he  was  again  elected  to  the 
office  of  county  attorney,  serving  tliis  time 
for  three  successive  terms.  In  1880,  Mr. 
Fitch  was  csdled  upon  to  assume  the  duties 
of  the  office  of  judge  of  probate,  wliich  lie 
holds  at  pi-esent.  The  judge  has  always  been 
a  prominent  figure  in  the  political  life  of  this 
county,  and  for  the  last  six  years  has  been 
chairman  of  the  democratic  county  com- 
mittee. He  was  also  elected  town  clerk  in 
the  spring  of  1870,  and  held  that  office  for 
some  five  years.  In  all  that  relates  to  the 
educational  interests  of  the  village,  the  Judge 
is  ever  active  and  prominent,  and  has  given 
much  of  his  time  and  talent  to  the  cause. 
He  has  served  on  the  school  board  nearly 
ever  since  his  coming  hero,  and  is  the  present 
secretary  of  that  body. 

Judge  Fiteh  was  born  in  Ypsilanti,  Mich., 
November  11,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Isaius 
and  Ehoda  S.  (Parker)  Fitch,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  the  father 
of  Cooperstown  and  the  mother  of  Syracuse. 
His  parents  had  emigrated  to  the  wilds  of 
Michigan  in  1838,  where  the  father  carried 
on  the  blacksmith's  business  at  Ypsilanti, 
until  1840.  From  there  he  removed  to  Fitch- 
ville,  Ohio,  at  which  place  he  carried  on  tlie 
same  trade  for  three  yeai-s  more.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  the  family  removed 
to  Ruggle's  Oorners,0hio,where  Mr.Fitcli,  the 
elder,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  In 
1848,  he  commenced  keeping  hotel  at  Ti-oy, 


Ohio,  but  in  1851  came  west  to  Geneseo,  Henry 
county,  111.,  where  he  took  up  Government 
land,  and  opened  up  a  farm  upon  which  he  ■ 
made  his  home  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
1873,  he  moved  to  Hastings,  Minn;,  where  he 
lived  until  he  passed  to  those  "dim  chambers 
in  the  silent  halls  of  death  "  in  1883.  His 
estimable  wife,  who  still  survives  him,  jj^et 
has  her  liome  there. 

Andrew  F.  Fitch  remained  with  his  parents 
until  1800,  receiving  in  his  yo\ith  the  ele- 
ments of  a  good  common-school  education, 
but  in  that  year  entered  the  law  olUce  of 
George  H.  Parker,  of  Davenport,  Iowa,where 
he  remained  until  October  IS,  1801,  wlien  he 
enlisted  in  Company  K,  Eleventh  Iowa  In- 
fantry, and  served  with  that  gallant  regiment 
in  the  famous  Seventeenth  Corjis,  for  three 
years.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Shi- 
loh,  sieges  of  Corinth  and  Vicksburg,  and  the 
Atlanta  campaign.  He  acteil  as  postuuister 
of  the  corps  for  a  time,  and  Avas  mustered 
out,  October  18,  1804.  He  then  returned  to 
Hastings,  this  State,  and  resumed  his  law 
studies  in  the  oHicoof  Claggct  &  Crosby,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1800.  Ho  was 
elected  justice  of  Hastings,  and  held  that 
])osition  for  two  years,  but  in  1S08  came  to 
Glencoe. 

Judge  Fitcli  was  united  in  marriage,  Jul}" 
7,  1860,  witli  Miss  Anna  Dcxell,  of  Hastings; 
they  have  one  child,  Stella  I.,  born  May  31, 
1807.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  held  the  office  of  master  of  Hope 
Lodge  for  eight  years.  He  was  a  charter 
member  of  Glencoe  Chapter,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Zion  Commandeiy  of  [Minneapolis. 
He  Wits  a  charter  member,  also,  of  Glencoe 
Lodge,  Ancient  Order  United  Workmen. 


 «.-.5^^"«—— 

flMES  F.  WITHEE,  one  of  the  inloiligent 
and  cntei'prising  farmers  of  the  town  of 
Glencoe,  living  on  section  7,  is  a  native  of 
Somerset  county,  Me.    He  is  the  son  of 


522 


McLEOD  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


John  II.  and  Mary  CWasliburn)  "Witliee,  and 
Avas  born  July  18, 1834.  His  pai-ents  were 
both  natives  of  tlmt  same  State ;  tlie  father, 
born  in  1800,  died  Seiitember  1,  1884;  the 
motlier,  boi-n  in  October,  1798,  died  in  1875. 

Wiien  our  subject  w.as  some  seven  or  eight 
years  ohl,  iiis  parents  took  liim  to  Madison, 
in  tiiat  State,  and  there  lie  remained  until 
Marcli,  1854,  wlien  lie  removed  to  Beloit, 
Wis.,  and  rented  a  farm  and  enffaffed  in  its 
culture.  In  June,  1855,  ho  went  to  Fond  du 
Lac,  where  he  stayed  for  two  years,  working 
in  the  pineries  most  of  the  time.  In  1858, 
lie  came  to  IVIcLeod  county,  and  took  a 
claim  on  section  34,  Hutchinson  township. 
"When  he  landed  here  he  had  but  $1.25  in  his 
pocket;  but  not  discouraged  lie  went  to  Avork 
for  another  man,  and  at  odd  times  built  him 
a  cabin,  into  which  he  moved  the  next  spring, 
and  commenced  farming  on  his  own  account. 
Going  to  the  vicinity  of  Minneapolis,  to  har- 
vest, tiiat  fall,  he  remained  there  until  1861, 
when  ho  returned  and  sold  his  claim  and 
rented  a  place.  Here  he  was  living  in  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  when,  leaving  his  grain  in  the 
stack,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Fourth 
Minnesota  Infantry,  and  served  through  the 
Vicksburg  campaign.  He  was  then  trans- 
feri'cd  to  Fort  Snelling,  where  he  served  out 
the  balance  of  his  time.  While  there  he 
was  married,  February  0,  18G3,  to  Miss 
Maria  B.  Nash^  and  by  this  union  there  have 
been  born  nine  children,  viz.:  Luella,  Mar}', 
Leonice,Imogenc,Cliauncey  (deceased),  John, 
Eicliardson,  Lemuel  (deceased),  and  Frank. 

Mr.  Witlice  has  been  chairman  of  the 
town  board,  and  filled  the  office  of  assessor. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  an  adherent  to  the 
principles  of  the  republican  part}'.  lie  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  a 
zealous  Christian  gentleman.  On  returning 
to  this  count}'  he  followed  farming  until 
1870,  at  which  time  he  moved  into  the  vil- 
lage, and  went  into  mercantile  business. 
Fifteen  months  later,  he  abandoned  that  and 


went  to  carpentering,  which  he  followed  for 
five  years,  after  which  he  came  to  his  present 
location,  and  recommenced  his  agricultural 
pursuits. 


'ELLMAN  B.  KENNEDY,  a  well-to- 
do  agriculturist  of  Lynn  township, 
was  born  in  Tioga  coujity.  Pa.,  March  16, 
1858,  and  is  the  son  of  A.  A.  and  Margaret 
(Butler)  Kenned^'.  Ilis  parents  Avero  na- 
tives of  the  "  Keystone  State,"  and  when  our 
subject  was  but  seven  years  of  age  they 
moA'ed  to  Minnesota,  and  settled  in  Lynn. 
One  year  tliey  spent  here  and  then  moved 
into  the  old  stockade  at  Hutchinson,  Avliere 
they  lived  another  year.  Selling  out,  they 
removed  to  the  town  of  Cedar  Mills,  Meeker 
county,  and  in  that  locality  made  their  home 
for  the  ensuing  eight  years,  on  a  homestead 
taken  by  the  father  of  the  family.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  they  sold  out  and  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania  on  a  visit,  and  Avhile 
there  the  father  of  our  subject  Avas  induced 
to  take  charge  of  the  Methodist  church,  as  ho 
had  serA'ed  long  and  faithfully  as  a  Avatch- 
manupon  the  toAvers  of  Zion.  He  remained 
there  preaching  the  word  of  God  and  carry- 
ing on  his  trade,  Avhich  is  that  of  shoemaker, 
for  three  years,  and  then  returned  to  Minne- 
sota. After  renting  farms  for  several  years, 
he  located  fn  Acoma,  where  he  now  lives. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  on  attaining 
his  majority,  Avent  to  the  Duluth  pineries, 
and  was  employed  there  until  August  10, 
J883,  Avhen  he  returned  to  Lynn,  and  ran  a 
threshing  maciiine  in  company  Avith  John 
Sauter.  The  following  spring,  he  bought 
twenty  acres  of  land,  and  commenced  to 
clear  it  and  put  in  a  crop.  The  next  Avinter, 
he  went  to  Bonni well's -aynil,  and  was  there 
employed  until  February  1,  1886,  when  he 
was  united  in  the  bonds  of  marriage  Avith 
Miss  Rosabelle  Pierce,  the  daughter  of  John 
S.  and  Eleanor  (King)  Pierce. '  The  lady 
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was  born  in  Hutchinson  township.  By  this 
union  there  has  been  one  child :  Margaret 
Eleanor,  bom  December  14, 188Y. 

Mr.  Kennedy  has  now  a  fine  farm  of  IGO 
acres  of  rich  land,  which  is  fairly  improved 
and  stocked ;  and  as  he  is  industrious  and  en- 
'  ergetic,  he  bids  fair  to  realize  his  desire  for 
a  comfortable  competence.  In  his  politics 
he  is  entirely  independent  of  party  lines. 


Francis  W.  HARSEN,  an  old  resident 

  of  this  county,  even  if  he  is  a  young 

man,  is  engaged  in  farming  on  section  18, 
Acoraa  township.  He  is  the  son  of  John  S. 
and  Mary  A.  (Van  Lone)  Harsen,  natives  of 
Now  York,  and  was  born  in  Jefferson 
county.  Wis.,  December  10, 1855.  In  the 
summer  of  18G3  the  family  moved  to  McLeod 
county,  and  settled  on  section  5,  in  the  town 
of  Acoma,  where  tliey  lived  some  six  or 
seven  years,  and  then  the  father  took  a 
homestead  on  section  9,  adjoining,  to  which 
they  removed,  and  where  t!ie  parents  of  our 
subject  now  reside.  The  latter  remained  at 
home  and  received  his  education  in  his 
youth,  and  assisted  his  father  in  carrying  on 
the  farm  until  his  marriage. 

This  happy  event  took  place  May  16, 
1883,  at  which  he  wedded  Miss  Libbie  Tifft, 
who  was  born  in  Illinois,  May  19,  1854,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Charlotte 
(Selts)  Tifft,  natives  of  New  Hampshire  and 
New  York,  respectively.  He  had  purchased 
his  present  place  in  1879,  when  it  was  witii- 
out  any  improvements;  he  has,  however, 
worked  hard,  and  now  has  his  reward  in  the 
beautiful  farni  of  103  acres,  \vith  its  neat 
frame  cottage,  20x26,  that  ho  erected  in 
J884,  his  good  granary  and  the  nucleus  of  a 
herd  of  cattle  that  he  can  call  his  own.  He 
has  served  as  clerk  of  the  school  board  for 
some  nine  years,  and  as  -constable  and  road 
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overseer,  each  one  jqiw  ;  although  he  pre- 
fers the  quiet  of  his  own  fireside  and  atten- 
tion to  his  business  to  tiie  confusion  of  poli-" 
tics.  He  is  an  adherent  to  the  principles  of 
the  republican  party,  and  supports  the  can- 
didates of  that  oi'ganization  at  the  polls. 

Mr.  and  !Mrs.  If  arson  are  the  happy  par- 
ents of  one  iiitei'esting  child,  Iva,  who 
made  her  advent  in  this  world  June  G,  1SS4. 
"When  the  Ifarscn  family  were  coming  to 
Minnesota,  tliey  met  a  number  of  peojde 
coming  away  from  this  country,  fleeing  from 
the  Indians,  who  advised  them  to  turn  back, 
and  called  tiiem  fools  for  not  heeding  their 
advice. 


H  MPS  N.  HOLCOMB,  a  prosperous  and 
enterprising  agriculturist  of  Uergen 
township,  was  born  in  Huntington,  Gallia 
county,  Oliio,  December  30,  ISIS,  and  is  the 
son  of  Reuben  and  Rebecca  (Nilcs)  Holcomb^ 


His  father  wits  a  native  of  Chenango  county. 
N.  Y.,  born  May  11,  1793,  and  died  Jamiary 
26,  1858.  llo  was  the  parent  of  six  children 
— Abner  J.,  Tryphcnia,  Amos  N.,  Amanda, 
Sarah  A.,  and  Keuben. 

Our  subject  was  reared  011  a  farm,  and  has 
followed  that  calling  the  most  of  his  life.  He 
has  done  something  at  milling,  however,  in 
meantime.  During  the  late  Civil  War  ho 
raised  a  company  of  men,  of  which  he  was 
unanimously  chosen  captain;  but  on  offering 
their  services  to  Governor  Erough,  of  Ohio, 
they  could  nob  be  accepted,  as  tlie  cavalry 
quota  was  already  filled.  He  came  to  ilin- 
nesota  in  1S72,  and  located  in  ;McLeod 
county. 

On  the  20th  day  of  December,  1838,  ^Ir. 
Holcontb  was  united  in  marriage  with  !Miss 
:Martha  Wild,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Wild.  The  father  oC  the  lady  was  a  native 
of  England,  aiul  was  the  first  man  to  open  a 
coal  mine  in  West  Virginia,    lie  was  killed 
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by  tlie  bursting  of  a  cannon  while  celebrating 
tile  Fourtli  of  ,Iuly.  Her  mother  was  born 
in  Oliarleston,  "W".  Va.  IJy  this  union  there 
were  ninochildi'en  l)orn,  of  wlioni  the  follow- 
'ng  is  tlie  record — Uui)y.  Ijorn  September  25, 
18;ii),  was  married  in  'Marc]!,  180(5,  to  Morris 
Fullorton.  and  died  "May  J 1, 1887,  in  Otter  Tail 
county,  leaving  four  children  ;  Tiionias,  l)orn 
August  22,  1841,  who  eidisted  in  Company 
A,  Thirty-Tiiird  Ohio  Infantry,  and  died  in 
■the  sei'vice,  Marcli  2'J,  1802 ;  Iforaco,  born 
•September  3,  1843,  who  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  JSIincty-First  Ohio  Infantry,  and  died 
Marcli  24, 1803  ;  Victoria,  born  September  2, 
1845,  now  tlie  wife  of  Joseph  Sciiellenger ; 
Iliram,  born  October  It),  184T,  who  married 
Miss  Maria  Kiriv-patrick,  January  1,  1872, 
and  is  a  resident  of  Bergen  ;  California,  born 
•October  18,  1850,  and  died  October  28, 1874; 
Coombs,  born  December  17,  1852,  now  in 
Montana  ;  Abner  J.,  born  March  2,  1855, 
living  in  Eecker  county,  tiiis  State;  Reuben, 
born  December  27,  1850,  in  Hecker  county ; 
Anuinda,  born  .Tune  20,  1859,  the  widow  of 
Cliarlcs  Colter,  now  living  in  Brooklyn,  this 
State. 

Ilolcomb's  wife  died  October  20,  1802, 
and  November  21,  1803,  he  wiis  again  mar- 
ried, this  time  to  Miss  Lovinia  Brownley,  in 
Jackson  county,  Ohio.  She  was  born  in 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  January  3,  1830, 
•and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Ward')  Brownley.  Iler  father  was  a  veteran 
of  tlie  War  of  1812,  and  died  November  19, 
1883.  ]}y  this  union  there  were  born  three 
■children,  as  follows— Granville  IVloody,  born 
June  5, 1807;  Oscar,  born  November  21,  ISOS ; 
and  Eliza  Ann,  born  July  5,  1871. 



BAVID  H.  ELLS,  an  ohl  settler  of  the 
town  of  Hutchinson,  lives  on  section 
21,  of  that  townshi]).  lie  is  a  native  of 
Nova  Scotia,  born  August  5, 1823,  and  is  the 


son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  A.  (Eaton)  Ells. 
lie  was  roared  in  that  portion  of  theDonun- 
ion  of  Canada,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  iiis  native  land.  Miuy  17, 
1850,  he  loft  his  homo  and  sougiit  fortune  in 
the  fertile  iields  of  Walworth  county.  Wis., 
but  after  ten  years'  residence  there  came  to 
Hutchinson.  October  IS,  1800,  on  .  his 
arrival  at  the  village  he  rented  a  farm,  and 
tilled  its  soil  for  a  year  or  two.  During  the 
Indian  troubles  he  was  particularly  busy, 
helped  build  the  stockade,  and  assisted  in  its 
defence.  After  the  trouble  was  over  he  sent 
his  family  to  Wisconsin  while  lie  worked  at 
Lake  ;^[innetonka,  and  afterward  at  Minne- 
apolis. In  1804  he  returned  to  this  county, 
and  not  being  .able  to  perfect  his  pre-emption 
title  to  the  land  where  he  now  lives,  where  he 
filed  his  claim  in  1801,  he  re-took  it  under 
the  homestead  law.  Putting  up  a  house 
upon  it,  he  removed  with  his  family  to  it, 
and  has  tliero  ]>assed  his  day.s  ever  since. 

April  0,  1800,  is  the  date  of  his  installment 
in  this  abode,  and  for  twenty-two  years  it 
has  been  the  scene  of  his  laboi-s,  the  place  of 
his  i-est  and  joy.  He  was  married,  January 
8,  1851,  to  Miss  Julia  A.  Loonier,  a  native  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Her  mother  has  passed  to  lier 
reward,  beyond  the  "  pale  shades  in  the  silent 
cliamber  of  death,"  her  demise  taking  place 
in  1808.  Her  father  is  still  spared  to  the 
family.  The  parents  of  our  subject  are  no 
more,  his  mother  dying  in  1839,  and  his 
father  in  1803. 

In  politics  !Mr.  Ells  is  a  republican,  and  a 
warm  adherent  to  the  iirinciplos  of  that 
party. 

 — 

fOHN  M.  BIEHOFER,a  iironiinent  farmer 
of  the  town  of  Glencoe,  living  on  sec- 
tion 29,  was  boi-n  in  Eacine,  Racine  count}', 
Wis,  August  15,  18il9,  and  is  the  son  of 
Theodore  and  Cadierine  (Boliman)  Bioho- 
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fer.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Sunny 
Baden,  one  of  the  most  southern  of  the  states 
of  the  German  Empire,  Avho  had  left  their 
home  in  the  Fatherland,  Avith  its  vine-clad 
hills  and  the  placid  Avaters  of  the  beautiful 
river  Bhine,  and  had  sought,  in  the  New 
World,  the  surcease  froin  the  povertx^  that  so 
closely  bound  them  in  the  land  of  their  birtli. 

Wlien  the  subject  of  our  memoir  was  about 
four  3'ears  of  age,  he  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Avlicre  the  Father 
purchased  a  house  and  lot,  and  for  some  six 
or  eight  years  carried  on  carpentering.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  removed  to 
Carver  county,  and  tliere  took  a  iiomestead  • 
of  160  acres,  and,  until  the  year  1863,  was 
engaged  in  its  cultivation.  At  tliat  date  he 
came  to  McLeod  count}'  and  located  on  sec- 
tion 17,  Glencoe  township,  where  he  now 
lives. 

John  M.  Biehofer  received  a  common- 
school  education  in  his  youth,  and  remained 
at  home  with  his  parents,  assisting  his  fatlier 
in  the  labors  on  tlie  farm,  until  he  was  some 
twenty  seven  yeai's  of  age.  At  tiiat  time  ho 
was  seized  with  blindness,  whicii  incapaci- 
tated him  from  all  labor,  and  he  went  to  St. 
Paul  to  obtain  help.  After  spending  some  six 
or  seven  months  there  and  considerable 
money,  Avithout  perceiving  any  beneOt,  he 
AA'ent  to  Menominee,  Wis.,  and,  putting  iiim- 
fielf  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Bei-ry,  of  that 
place,  Avas  shortly  restored  to.  sigiit,  after 
having  been  blind  for  a  year  and  a  half. 

Our  subject  Avas  married  March  1,  1876,  to 
Miss  Mary  DowiiSj  by  whom  he  has  had  seven 
■children,  as  follows — EA^aE.,  born  January  6, 
18Y7;  Harvey  D.,  born  February  5,  1878; 
Mary  Jane,  born  March  6,  1880;  Sarah  A., 
born  March  30, 1882;  Mabel,  boi'n  December 
23,  1883;  John  T.,  born  May  29,  1885;  and 
Violet  C,  born  lUwch  13,  1887.  After  his 
wedding  he  settled  in  this  county,  and  has 
lieen  a  resident  ever  since,  lie  owns  some 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  20,  on  which 


he  carries  on  fanning.  In  political  matters 
he  is  a  democrat,  but  lias  no  asiiirations  for 
public  oiFice. 

JkA  W  R  E  N  C  E  S.  PREISS.  Among  the 
11^  prominent  young'business  men  of  the 
village  of  Glencoe,  there  is  no  one  Avho  takes 
a  more  active  interest  in  all  that  is  likely  to 
accrue  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the 
community,  than  the  gentlennxii  aa'Iioso  name 
heads  this  sketch.  lie  is  a  nati\'e  of  this 
State,  having  been  born  in  Carver  county, 
June  12,  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Sliobcrf)  Preiss.  His  earlier  years 
Avere  passed  in  that  part  of  the  State,  but  in 
1868  he  came  to  McLeod  county  Avith  his 
father,  Avalking  and  driving  stock  the  entire 
distance.  He  entered  his  father's  store  in 
1873,  and  remained' with  him,  either  as  clerk 
or  partner,  until  the  lirst  of  April,  1888,  Avhen 
he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  father.  He 
is  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  general  mer- 
cliandise  trade  in  the  village,  and  occupies  a 
high  place  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of 
the  people,  aa'Iio  recognize  his  unswerving 
integrity  and  honesty  of  purpo.se;  and  he  is 
draAving  to  himself  a  large  sliai-e  of  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  people  of  the  county. 

 -^-j^J^-^— — 

T^RED  HENRY  MEYERS,  one  of  the  suc- 
^^0-    cessful  and  enterprising  farmers  of 

'liich  Valley  township,  living  on  section  35, 
was  born  in  Waconia,  Carver  county,  Llinn., 
October  31,  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Simon 
and  Minnie  (Filbei-f)  Meyers,  natives  of  Ger- 
many and  France,  rcsjiectively.  His  parents 
Avere  niarrieil  in  Vermont,  and  came  to  this 
State  in  1852,  settlii\g  in  Chaslca,  Carver 
county,  whore  tlioy  died.  The  mother  died 
when  our  subject  Avas  but  si.K  ycar.s  of  age, 

I  and  the  father  wlien  he  was  only  liftoun. 

'  The  latter,  who  bad  woi'ked  in  a  brewery 
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previous  to  coming  to  this  State,  was  a 
fanner,  but  tiie  last  eight  years  of  liis  life 
was  conlined  to  liis  bed  with  consumption, 
and  the  whole  responsibility  of  the  farm  fell 
on  the  son's  shoulders,  he  doing  all  the  work, 
even  to  the  cooking,  wasiiing  and  general 
house  work.  After  liis  father  died,  ho  came 
to  this  county  and  worked  for  Mr.  IloAve  for 
some  foni-  or  live  years,  and  then  went  to 
Swift  county  with  a  brother  of  his  employer. 
A  year  later,  he  returned  to  this  county  and 
j-esiimed  his  hibors  for  the  same  man,  and 
spent  two  years  here.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  bought  his  present  place,  and  has 
lived  there  ever  since. 

The  subject  of  these  ineinoirs  was  married, 
A])ril  IG,  1882,  to  Miss  Clara  Cynthia  Math- 
j)wsj_a  native  of  Massachnsbtts,  born  in  North 
Leverett,  February  9, 1SC4,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  I'onjainiii  and  Lydia  (Howe)  Mathews, 
who  wci-e  born  in  Arassacliusctts  and  Ver- 
mont, I'ospectively.  Her  parents  came  to 
this  State  in  18(!7,  and  settled  in  Carver 
county,  afterward  moving  to  Rich  Valley. 
They  had  a  family  of  four  children,  theothers 
being  Henry  IVL,  Lucia  and  Lucius.  ]\Ir.  and 
JVlrs.  Meyers  arc  the  parents  of  one  child,  Eva, 
who  was  born  October  1, 1S8(). 

In  his  politics  Mrj_Mevers  is  a  republican, 
and  is  a  represcntnti  ve  man  of  his  town.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  church  of  God,  of  the 
township,  and  is  a  consistent  ajid  zealous 
Christian. 

!Mr.  Mcyei's'  parents  had  a  family  of  five 
children,  their  names  being — Fred  H., 
Simon,  Ansel,  August  and  Ciiarley. 
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OGER  A.  HOWE,   an  energetic  and 


progressive  fanner  of  the  town  of 
Glcncoo,  living  on  section  11,  was  born  in 
the  western  part  of  Vcnnont,  May  li,  ISiS, 
and  is  the  son  of  Lucius  and  Clara  (Iliggins) 
Howe,  natives  of  the  same  State,  and  of 
»vhom  a  sketch  is  given  in  the  pages  of  this 


AuiuM  in  connection  with  the  biography  of 
Henry  E.  Howe,  a  brother  of  our  subject.' 
The  family  came  to  Minnesota  in  1857,  when 

Roger  was  but  twelve  years  of  age,  and  set- 
tled at  the  village  of  Chaska,  Carver  county, 
and  there  the  latter  was  reared.  He  had 
received  a  portion  of  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  State,  and  fin- 
ished in  the  institutions  of  his  new  home. 
He  remained  in  that  part  of  the  State  until 
1870,  when  he  came  to  McLeod  coimty  and 
settled  on  a  farm  on  section  35,  in  Rich  Val- 
ley township.  He  commenced  the  improve- 
ment of  the  property  and  the  tilling  of  the 
soil,  and  soon  had  it  reduced  from  its  state  of 
original  wildness  to  the  uses  of  civilized  man. 
He  made  his  home  on  it  for  some  thirteen 
years,  and,  in  1883,d:sposed  of  it  and  removed 
to  Glencoe  township.  Here  he  purchased  a 
ti-act  of  about  forty  acres  of  land,  where  he 
now  lives,  to  which  he  has  added,  from  time 
to  time  until  ho  has,  attlie  present,  188  acres 
of  as  fine  land  as  any  in  the  town. 

While  in  Chaska  he  was  employed  in  brick 
making,  that  being  his  father's  business,  but 
since  coming  here  ho  has  devoted  his  entire 
attention  to  his  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  married,  September  19,  1869,  to  Miss 
Sarah  Hanscom.  the  daughter  of  David  and. 
Ellen  (Smith)  Hanscom.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  iMaine  and  Vermont,  respectively. 
By  their  union  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howe  are  the 
parents  of  six  children,  as  follows— Albert 
C,  Oscar  E.,  'William  G.,  Clarence  L.,  Fred 
13.,  and  Roger  E. 

•The  improvements  upon  the  place  of  our 
subject  are  of  a  superior  character  and  reflect 
credit  upon  the  taste  and  laudable  pride  of 
the  owner.  He  devotes  his  attention,  to  some 
extent,  to  the  raising  of  stock,  and  is  quite 
successful.  Ho  has  taken  a  prominent  and 
active  interest  in  educational  and  public  luiit- 
ters  and  has  held  various  local  offices,  includ- 
ing those  of  school  director  four  years,  and 
supervisor  two  years. 
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;ALVIN  BUNCH,  a  thriving  and  ener- 
getic farmer,  of  Round  Grove  town- 
shi]),  living  on  section  10,  is  tlie  son  of  Jesse 
and  Oatlierino  (I^ewby')  Bnncli.  and  was  born 
in  Oass  county,  Midi.,  March  2(5,  1830.  His 
mother  dying  wlien  he  was  but  eleven  years 
of  age,  and  his  fatlier  following  her  three 
years  later,  our  subject  was  thrown  upon  liis 
own  resources  at  an  early  age.  lie  worked 
for  the  neighboring  fanners  until  he  was 
about  eighteen  yeai's  old,  and  then  sought  a 
new  home  in  Minnesota.  For  some  years  he 
was  omplo3'ed  at  ordinary  farm  labor  for 
othei-s,  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  but  in 
186i  he  commenced  to  rent  land  and  till  it 
for  himself,  beginning  in  Goodime  county. 
In  18G7  he  came  to  McLood  county,  from 
Goodhue,  and  settled  upon  an  eighty-acre 
tract  of  State  land,  on  which  he  continued 
to  live,  and  improved  it  until  1881,  when  it 
came  into  the  market,  and  ho  purchased  it. 
This  is  .the  place  where  he  now  lives,  on 
section  10,  Eound  Grove. 

The  subject  of  this  pei-sonal  history  was 
united  in  nuirriage,  July  4,  1SC2,  Avith  ]^[iss 
Marietta  Reeve,  wdio  was  born  in  Winnebago 
county.  Til.,  March  19,  1841,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  antl  Nancy  Adeline 
(Mann)  Reeve.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Ohio  and  Canada,  respectively ;  her  father 
died  December  25,  1886,  but  the  mother  is 
still  living.  By  tliis  union  there  have  been 
born  three  children — Helena  Mar}"^,  born  at 
Pine  Island,  Goodhue  county,  April  24, 
1805;  Katie  Adeline,  born  in  this  county, 
September  1,  1871;  and  Orson  Eugene 
(deceased),  born  April 24, 1880.  The  family,, 
at  one  time,  lived  in  tlie  house  in  Sumter  in 
which  the  White  family  were  killed  by  the 
Indians;  and  wlien  they  moved  into  it  tlie 
stains  of  their  blood  were  plainly  discern- 
ible, and  the  marks  of  bullets  were  in  the 
door  and  around  tiio  house. 

Mr.  Bunch  is  a  democrat  in  his  political 
faith,  and  always  votes  that  ticket.  His 


wife  is  a  member  of  the  Seventh  Day  Ad- 
vent church,  and  is  a  true  and  zealous 
Christian  lady. 

i^HRlSTIAN  T.  LAUGESON,  the  cntor- 
prising  and  prosperous  dY'-ulcr  in  I'ur- 
uiture,  and  the  principal  undertaker  of  the 
village  of  Hutchinson,  came  to  that  place 
June  5,  1809,  and  followed  carpenloring 
for  two  years.  In  ISYl,  he  erected  a  shop 
and  commenced  the  cabinet  making  busi- 
ness, and  from  this  small  beginning  has 
grown  his  ])resent  establishment.  In  the 
year  1ST2  ho  put  in  a  stock  of  furniture, 
being  the  iirst  to  embark  in  that  lino  here. 
He  is,  in  connection  Avitli  his  other  business, 
the  agent  for  the  sale  of  sewing  machines 
and  oi'gans. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Donnuirk,  l)orn 
February  15,  1833.  He  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  the  hind  of  his  birth,  and  there  made 
his  homo  until  1809,  when  ho  emigrated  to 
"  Columbia's  Shores,"  and  came  at  once  to 
Hutchinson,  as  above  n^lated.  In  Denmark 
ho  was  in  the  army  for  some  months,  after 
Avhich  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and 
cabinet  making.  While  a  member  of  the 
Danish  army,  the  conflict,  known  as  theSlcs- 
wick-Ilolstein  war,  broke  out  between  liis 
native  country  and  Prussia,  and  he  was  one 
of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fredcritsia  when  the 
German  forces  stormed  it,  and  was  one  of 
the  last  to  evacuate  the  works.  After  the 
close  of  hostilities,  he  followed  contracting 
and  building  in  the  summer,  and  cal)inot 
making  in  winter,  until  he  emigratod.  He 
came  to  this  country  by  way  of  Hamburg, 
Liverpool,  Quebec  antl  (ihicago. 

]\rr.  r.angeson  was  united  in  the  bonds  of 
matrimony,  NovembcM'  IT,  ISH:),  with  ^iiss 
Karon  Cliristons(m.  who  died  in  1874,  Icav- 
ins:  live  children  to  mourn  lior  loss.  Tlie 
names  of  the  childrcMi  are  — i^ferry,  I.augor, 


52S 


McLEpD  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


Niels  ((^  Oiitriiifi  aiul  Andrew.  November 
2(i,  JS73,  ]\rr.  Liuigcson  attain  entered  the 
niiirriiigo  state,  this  (inie  with  Mrs.  Mar}' 
Ohristenson. 

He  is  the  niost  prominent  member  of  tlie 
Danish  .Daptist  churi-h,  and  lias  liad  charge 
of  the  same  since  its  organization,  in  wliich 
lie  was  tlie  ])rimo  mover,  lie  is  tlie  snper- 
intondcnt  of  the  Sabbatli-school  attaciied  to 
that  congregation,  and  is  tlie  real  founder  of 
tlie  Scandinavian  Temperance  Societx',  of 
wiiich  lie  is  the  president.  lie  is  also  the 
]n'esident  of  the  Scandinavian  Friendly  So- 
ciety of  that  ])lace,  of  which  organization  he 
was  one  of  the  foremost  leaders.  This  so- 
ciety owns  a  building  in  the  best  business 
locality  of  the  city,  with  a  library  and  free 
reading  room,  especially  intended  to  be  a 
benolit  to  the  young  people  of  the  Scandina- 
vian po])ulation. 




yi^ARTIN  .McCONAHY,  the  postinas- 
J^S^^  tor  of  the  village  of  Winsted,  is  en- 
gaged in  the  drug  business  in  that  ])lace. 
lie  came  to  this  county  on  a  visit,  in  Decem- 
ber, 18S3,  but  being  j)lcased  with  the  coun- 
try and  meeting  his  friend  and  old  employer, 
Dr.  A.  ir.  .Davis,  who  had  moved  to  this  vil- 
lage, he  entered  into  partnership  with  that 
gentleman  in  the  saleof  drugs  anil  medicines, 
January  3,  ISS-i,  and  has  been  a  resident 
ever  since.  One  year  after  the  formation  of 
the  liiMii  it  was  dissolved  by  mutual  coTisent, 
Dr.  Davis  going  to  I](;ward  Lake  and  enter- 
ing intotlic  practice  of  me<iiciue,  and  our 
subject  talcing  tlic  store. 

Mr.  l\rcOuiialiy  was  horn  in  ICastbroolc, 
Lawrence  county,  I'a.,  January  20,  ISuOjand 
is  tiie  son  of  William  and  Anna  (Martin) 
Mc(\mahv.  llis  father,  who  died  in  J 875, 
was  a  whitesmith  liy  trade,  and  owned  and 
carried  on  some  si.\  farms.  Our  subject  re- 
ceived tiie  rudiments  of  a  good  education  in 


the  coranion  schools  of  the  "Ivcystone  State," 
and,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  entered  the 
the  drug  establislinient  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Davis, 


at  Eastbrook,  with  whom  he  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  the  art  of  compounding  drugs 
and  putting  up  prescriptions.  The  store  was 
destroyed  by  fire  Avhen  he  liad  been  there 
some  two  years,  and  thei-e  being  no  imme- 
diate signs  of  a  now  opening,  Mr.  McConahy 
came  West,  in  1882,  and  lived  for  about  a 
year  witli  a  brother  in  Indiana,  on  liis  large 
stock  farm.  From  there  he  went  to  Athens, 
111.,  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Henry  B. 
Itankin,  a  biinker  of  that  place,  liaving 
charge  of  liis  stock  farm.  Six  months  later 
he  came  here  as  rel.ited  above. 

Tiio  subject  of  this  memoir  was  united  in 
marriage,  April  12,  1885,  with  Miss  Lena 
KehUmr,  a  native  of  Petershagen,  Germany, 
and  the  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Helen 
Jtcliling.  Tiie  issue  of  this  union  lias  been 
two  chndrcn — Lillie  Belle,  born  March  24, 
18SG,  and  Louisa  Frances  Cleveland,  born 
January  26,  1888.  Mr.  McConahy  was 
elected  to  the  oilice'  of  justice  of  the  peace 
in  1884,  and  holds  that  position  at  the  in-es- 
ent.  He  Avas  appointed  postmaster  August 
15,  lS8Gj  and  took  possession  of  the  office 
October  Ist,  following. 


J I  SkkC  FULTON  PACKER,  an  old  and 
_  respected  citizen  of  Bergen  townshiji, 
Avhere  ho  is  engaged  in  tlie  pursuit  of  agri- 
culture on  section  11,  was  born  in  Center 
county.  Pa.,  April  13,  1821.  He  made  his 
home  with  his  parents,  Edward  and  Nellie 
(FiiltgnJ  ]*acker.  drawing  his  education 
from  the  district  schools  of  that  part  of  the 
and,  in  his  maturer 
the  neighboring  farms 
and  in  charcoal  burning,  for  many  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  united  in 
marriage  in  1843  with  IMiss  Martha  Baker,  a 


great  commonwealth, 
years,  working  on 
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native  of  Centoi"  county  also,  who  was  born 
in  May,  1821.  Ey  this  union  there  was 
boi'n  a  family  of  the  following  cliik'lren — 
Phoebe  Ann,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months;  Joim  "\V.,  living  in  Bergen;  Mary 
E.,  now  Mrs.  Joseph  Soth ;  ]\rargaret  Jane, 
tlie  deceased  wife  of  Joim  rostlethwait; 
Jacob  E,,  who  Jives  in  J3ergen  ;  Sai'uh,  wiJ'c 
of  F.  E.  Lester ;  and  James. 

In  ISC'i  i\[r.  Packer  came  to  'Minncsotii, 
and  ranted  a  farm,  \\\io\\  which  he  remained 
one  year,  and  removed  to  Lester  Prairie  the 
following  April.  In  June,  1805,  ho  took  np, 
under  the  homestead  law,  a  claim  on  the 
place  where  Jie  now  resides,  and  settled  down 
to  its  improvement.  lie  has  brought  it  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  the  portion  that 
he  still  owns,  having  disposed  of  lialf  of  it  to 
his  son,  John,  is  as  fine  as  any  in  the  town. 
In  the  year  ISH,  Mr.  Packer  was  nn fortu- 
nate in  losing  his  wife,  the  mother  of  his 
children.  After  living  alone  for  five  years,  and 
remembering  the  admoiiitlon  that  "it  is 
not  well  for  man  to  live  alone,"  he  wooed  and 
wedded  ]\[rs.  ]\[ai'y  T.  Straw.  Tiie  lady  of  his 
choice  was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y., 
February  21,  1834,  and  wns  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  S.  and  Pozett  (Leavenworth)  Thomp- 
son. She  grew  to  womanhood  in  that  gar- 
den spot  of  the  world,  and  there,  February 
17,  ISiO,  wedded  Edmund  P.  Drake,  with 
wdiom  she  lived  until  November,  ISGi,  when 
he  felt  it  a  duty  for  him  to  enter  the  service 
of  the  General  Govei'nment,  then  ajssai led  by 
traitors  in  arms.  lie  accordingl3'  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  Fifty  Second  Illinois  Infantiy, 
for  they  had  moved  to  that  State  in  1853, 
•and  he  died  at  Corinth,  REiss.,  July  15, 
1803.  His  widow  came  to  this  county  in 
1801,  and,  April  10,  IStS,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  Avitk  Albert  E.  Straw.  This  gen- 
tleman was  a  prominent  citizen  and  the  i)ost- 
nuistcrof  the  town  of  Hale.  lie  died  Feb- 
ruary 20,  ISt-t. 

Py  her  iirst  marriage  ]\rrs.  Packer  was  the 
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mother  of  six  children,  viz.:  William  IL, 
born  March  13,  1850,  who  is  married  and 
living  in  Morri.soii  county,  tliis  State;  Eliza- 
beth, born  April  21, 1832,  who  married  .in red 
Hatton,  and  died,  in  .ramuiry,  ISSS,  in  Texas; 
Ednumd  P.,  born  in  1S55,  and  died  in  1S50; 
George  T.,  born  in  August,  J 857,  who  i.s 
married  and  living  in  Morrison  county;  Ori- 
anna,  born  April  10,  1858,  and  died  in  187-1; 
and  iMartha  P.,  horn  June  2S,  IS01,and  died 
in  187-1.  lly  her  hocoiuI  marriage  she  had 
but  one  (jhild:  Walter  Allen,  liorn  in  1872, 
who  (lied  in  187J-. 

i\rr.  Packer  is  a  member  of  the  l\rethodist 
church,  and  his  wife  a  member  of  the  church 
of  God.  In  his  politics  he  is  with  the  dem- 
ocratic party. 



7|g  RS.  CATHERINE  SCHUETZ,  the 
-J^JtrlL.  \\'iilo«'  of  FredericlTpcliuet/Tiui  old 
resident  of  tliis  county,  is  living  on  the  lioiuo- 
stead  on  section  30,  lUch  Valley  township. 

Her  luLsband  was  a  native  of  Prussia,  who 
came  to  this  country  when  a  young  man  and 
located  in  "Wi.sconsin,  where  he  opened  a 
butcher  shop,  and  cari'ied  on  that  business 
for  years,  lie  then  came  to  Si.  Paul  and 
Avas  employed  in  a  mill  there,  and  at  Shak- 
opee,and  alsoat^\'"aconia,  where  he  remained 
five  years.  J  lo  then  removed  to  this  county 
and  pui'clinscd  120  acres  of  land,  and  hero 
made  the  improvements.  On  this  farm  he 
resided  until  March  0,  1882,  when  ho  was 
called  away  by  the  death  angel.  He  was  a 
mend)er  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  a  mo.st 
estimable  and  rosj)CCt(Kl  citizen. 

]\rrs.  Scliuetz  was  horn  in  I'aden,  Germanv, 
July  0,  1831,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Joim 
and  IMavy  (Rueck^  Bioglor,  natives  al.so  of 
Padon.  Ih-r  father  was  a  weaver  by  trade, 
and  lived  and  died  in  (ho  old  ooiintrj',  a.s  did 
his  wife.  They  had  a  family  of  seven  ciiil- 
drcn,  four  of  whom  are  living --  ('alherinc, 
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Margaret,  Iili7.al)elli  iiiul  George.  ]\rrs.Sclincty. 
received  lier  educaUon  in  Mie  land  of  lier 
l)irlii,  whore  siie  was  roared.  In  1853.  slic 
left  tlie  Fatlierland  and  caino  to  tlio  Ignited 
Slates,  landing  at  iialtiniore.  Slio  made  lier 
lionio  in  tire .\r()nnnicntal  City,"' and  was 
tiieiv  married  -I  an  nary  J  (I,  1S.")0,  to  J)ern- 
liai'dt  Molirnnui.  wiio  died  Jannary  12,  1801, 
in  yiiaisopec,  M'inn.  Angust  0,  18GJ,  tlio 
Jady  W!is  again  united  in  wedloclc,  this  time 
■with  Fiv(loriclc_SHinetz,  whose  widow  siicis. 
Siie  is  tlio  motlier  of  ti vc  children — Louisa, 
j^Iary,  Fredorieic,  lCa(  io  and  August,  l.oiii.sa 
married  John  lietxell ;  ]\rary  married  Jlenry 
"AViedewilscli.  and  tlie  rest  are  single  and  at 
home. 

•  •■  ->-(^^-<*  

pSAAC  VV.  CUMMINGS.  Among  the  old 
:\  pioneers  of  the  county  of  iMcLeod,  there 
is,  perhaps,  none  that  is  more  widely  hnowii 
tiiaii  the  gentleman  wlio.so  iianio  heads  this 
ineinoir.  Jle  is  now  living  on  the  original 
claim  he  (irst  settled  on  in  ISaO,  on  .section 
'22,  Glencoc  township,  lie  was  born  at 
(jrav's  Corner,  ]\re..  April  IS,  1826,  and  is 
the  son  of  Lsaac  and  Lavinia(Oald  woll)  Cuin- 
uiings.  The  family  were  old  residents  of 
Yliat  State,  and  were  among  the  early  colon- 
ists there.  "When  our  subject  was  but  a 
babe  ho  was  talccn  hy  his  parents  to  Me- 
chanics' Falls,  where  he  was  reared  imd  edu- 
cated, ilo  CDiitimied  at  that  village  until 
ho  was  about  si.Kteon  years  of  ;ige,  when 
with  the  independence  of  the  jVinerican 
youth,  he  Wanted  to  shift  for  himself.  The 
family  removed  to  the  town  of  Paris,  in 
that  Slate,  where  he  remained  up  to  his 
majority,  lie  then  turned  his  steps  toward 
.13ostoii,and  there,  and  in  the  vicinity,  he  lin- 
gered some  two  ycaivs.  Commencing  the 
business  of  railroailing,  he  followed  that  line 
throughout  the  States  of  Maine,  Kcw  Hamp- 
shire, A^ei'iiioiit,  Xew  York,  and  the  Prov- 
inces of  T'p[)er  and  Lower  Canada,  and  New 


Brunswick,  until  the  yca.r  ISuG,  when  lie 
started  for  this  section  of  the  country.  lie 
arrived  In  this  county  on  the  15th  of  May, 
in  company  with  the  Hutchinsoa  famil}', 
and  took  a  claim  where  he  now  lives. 

Jle  at  once  put  up  a  cabin,  and  broke  some 
11  f teen  acres  of  his  land  that  summer,  and, 
as  ho  was  an  active  and  energetic  uian,  he 
soon,  by  hard  and  unremitting  labor,  had  his 
place  in  something  like  farm  shape,  but  at 
the  expense  of  his  health,  which  broke 
'down  under  the  constant  strain.  He  was 
engaged  in  his  work  at  the  time  of  the  In- 
dian outbreak,  but  kept  on  working  until  the 
attack  on  Hutchinson,  when  ho  removed  his 
family  to  ]\rinncapolis.  He  returned  to  his 
place  and  remained  for  three  weeks,  until 
the  soldiers  came;  when,  as  he  states,  the 
"  boys  "  Avcre  woi-so  than  the  savages,  steal- 
ing his  oats,  hogs,  chickens,  etc. ;  so,  gather- 
ing together  all  that  he  could,  ho  wont  to 
!^[inneapolis,  and  there  went  to  work  for 
Burbank  k  Co.,  teaming. 

In  18C3,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Cedar  Yalley  Hail  road,  and  remained  with 
them  some  two  years.  The  Manitoba  Rail- 
road was  the  ne.xt  scene  of  his  labors;  he 
staying  with  the  latter  company'  until  the 
spring  of  18G7,  when  he  returned  to  this 
count}'. 

Mr.  On  minings  was  married,  June  10, 1851, 
to  Miss  Eliza  McClarey,  M'lio  died  May  27, 
1857,  leaving  two  children — Andrew  F.  and 
Mar}'  A.  He  again  entered  the  marriage 
state,  October  20,  1858,  with  ]\[iss  Mary  S. 
Puck,  and  by  this  union  was  the  parent  of 
four  children — Josephine  C,  Isaac  W.,  Mel- 
ville A.  and  Anna  E. 


I 


OHN  HORATIO  DORSEY.  M.  D.,  a 
^  ])racticing  physician  of  prominence  in 
the  village  of  Glencoe,  and  the  postmaster, 
was  born  in  Glencoe,  Somerset  county,  Pa., 
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Api'il  2,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  Patrick  and 
Sarali  (McCaslcei.')  Doivse^r.  His  futlier  was  a 
native  of  the  "Emerald  Isle,"  but  liad  coine 
to  this  couiitvy  when  but  six  years  of  iige, 
^\•ith  an  older  brother;  tlieir  parents  being 
dead.  Tltey  iantlcd  at  Xew  York,  ami  at 
once  proceeded  to  Zaiiesville,  Ohio,  tiicn  tlie 
extreme  western  verge  of  civilization,  lie 
renitiined  there  some  years,  l)ut,  on  account 
of  the  unlieaitliy  climate,  removed  to  tiie 
jnountains  of  Western  Afaryiaiul,  and  in  tisat 
locality  engaged  in  lumbering.  Later  in  life 
he  married,  and  engaged  in  the  nianuraciui'o 
of  lumber,  and  now  carries  on  an  extensive 
business,  having  some  iil'toen  hundred  acres 
of  timber  land,  and  large  milling  interests. 
The  jnothcr  of  our  subject  died  May  l.">,  1SS5. 

The  Doctor  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  and  remained  beneath  tiie 
parental  roof  nntil  his  thirteenth  year  when 
iie  entered  the  St.  Francis  College,  a  Catholic 
institution  at  Lorctto,  Pa.,  where  lie  remained 
live  years.  "When  eiglitccn  years  of  age,  our 
subject  entered  a  com[)etitive  examiuiition 
for  a  scholarship  in  St.  Jolin's  College,  at 
Annajjolis,  Md.,  and  carried  off  tlio  honors. 
After  spending  one  year  in  tliis  excellent  in- 
stitution, ho  returned  to  the  home  of  his 
parents,  then  at  Grantsville,  Garrett  county, 
^[d.,  and  there  entered  the  oHice  of  Dr.  \\. 
V.  Keller,  and  for  two  years  read  medicine. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  lie  matricu- 
lated at  Washington  Universit}',  Ballimoi'e, 
by  whicli  cdina  mater  he  was  graduated, 
March  23,  1877.  The  following  July,  he' 
opened  an  oifice  for  the  practice  of  Jiis  pro- 
fession, at  Moscow,  in  the  mining  regions  of 
Maryland,  and  remained  there  until  Septem- 
ber, 1878,  when,  having  made  up  liismind  to 
follow  Horace  Grcelev's.  advice,  he  started 
for  Washington  Territory;  but  his  mother 
having  some  landed  intoi'ests  in  this  county, 
she  requested  him  to  stoi)herc  and  look  after 
thent;  after  spending  a  few  weeks  in  (ilon- 
coe,  the  Doctor  was  so  pleased  with  the 


y,  iJINxyjiSOTA. 

country  that  he  decided  t<j  locate  here.  On 
the  Jirst  of  November,  ISjN,  he  opened  an 
ollice  in  Glencoe,  and  has  beeji  hej'C  evorsin'co, 
with  the  exception  of  nine  months  in  lSS-1, 
when,  having  made  a  visit  to  his  parents,  he 
acce])te(i  and  liilcd  (he  position  of  assistant 
i-esident  iiliysici;ni  of  the  .Afaryiaiid  \.h\\- 
versity  Hospital. 

Dr.  Dorscy  is  ademoerat  of  the  slaundiost 
type,  and  has  always  taken  an  aelivo  inter- 
est in  jujlitical  all'airs  in  this  county.  His 
large  practice  Iniving  made  him  many  ac- 
quaintances, he  wields  a  large  inlluencc  in  all 
nuitters  in  this  section.  In  l8Si  he  was 
elected  county  snperintendent  of  .schools, 
having  for  ins  oi)ponent  W.  W.  Pendergast. 
the  present  assi.staut  .state  siiperinteiulcnt  of 
public  instruction.  He  made  a  most  excel- 
lent ollicer,  an<l  used  his  endeavors  to  increase 
tlie  eliicicncv  of  the  schools  mider  his  cliar"v. 
liis  efforts  were  directed  toward  inducing' 
the  school  ollioei^  to  rai.s(!  the  grade  and 
salaries  of  the  teachers,  and  demand  liettei' 
service,  lie  established  the  teacher's  nor- 
mal training  school,  in  this  c(junty,  the  first 
in  the  State.  1'iiis  is  calculated  to  (uliieate 
the  teacliers  in  the  correct  metliods  of  in- 
struction, raise  thestandanl  of  the  profession, 
iuid  secure  better  tutors,  lie  has  been  a 
delegate  to  all  the  State  democratic  conven- 
tions since  coming  here,  and  was  instru- 
mental in  the  nomination  of  IJon.  John  L.  Mo- 
Donald  for  Congress.  In  the  fall  of  1S82,  he 
organized  a  stock  company  and  establi.slied 
the  Gloncoe  Di'moemt,  having  for  his  asso- 
ciate A.  (i._Anse[,  and  wiiile  the  journal  ex- 
isted, it  was  a  very  bright  and  ncw.sy  sheer, 
bnt  his  many  professional  and  other  duties 
caused  its  abandonment.  The  Doctor  was 
appointed  ])ostinaster,  and  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  Jfarcii  'J,  and 
believing  in  the  principles  emljodied  in  the 
democratic  jilatfor^n  on  civil  service  reform, 
he  has  retained,  as  assistant,  the  daughter  of 
the  former  postmaster,    lie  still  attends  to 
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liis  iiK'diciil  ))riicticc,  uiul  is  aiiicinber  of  the 
state  medical  socict\',  and  a  director  of  its 
Jitiatu'ial  coimiiittoo.  fii  Mic  spring  of  1888, 
lie  was  tendered  the  nnaniinoiis  support  of 
the  business  men  of  tlie  place  for  iiuiyor, 
hut  declined  the  honor. 

 — 

©STEN  ANDERSON,  one  of  the  thor- 
ough-going- farmers  of  the  towji  of 
I'ergen,  is  a  native  of  Christiana,  Norway, 
horn  Heptcnibcr  24,  1S25,  and  is  the  son  of 
Anders  and  Eagnild  (Knutsdatter)  Ostenson, 
both  of  whom  died  in  their  native  land.  lie 
was  reared  in  that  country,  and  attended 
the  public  schools.  lie  commenced,  early  in 
life,  to  liiboi-  upon  the  farm  of  his  father,  and 
remained  at  hnnic  until  lS5i,  when  ho  emi- 
grated to  the  shores  of  America.,  lie  landed 
iit  the  port  of  Quebec,  and  from  there  came 
direct  to  JiFanitowoc,  Wis.,  by  way  of  Enffalo. 
Ife  made  his  homo  in  that  place  for  a  short 
time,  and  then  went  into  tlie  pineries  and  for 
three  years,  followed  lumbering  and  log 
driving.   In  1857,  lie  came  to  Minnesota  and 
settled  on  section   14,  .Ikrgen  township, 
where  he  lived  until  18(10.  This  land  he  lost 
through  some  error  in  the  land  olliee  at  For- 
est City.    Going  into  Afonongalia  county, 
now  a  part  of  Ivandiyohj,  he  pre-empted  a 
tract  of  land,  and  made  a  cash  entry  as  soon 
as  he  could.  He  lived  there  that  winter,  hut, 
Heptembi-r  24,  IStit,  he  was  married,  in  Car- 
ver county,  to  iMiss  Joanna,. Hanson, a  native 
of  Norway,  and  with  his  young  bride  moved 
to  this  county  and  settled  on  section  12, 
I'ergen,  -vvJicre  their  Jiome  Jias  been  ever 
since.    At  the  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak 
in  1802,  he  took  his  family  to  C'arver  comity, 
but  they  returned  in  tlic  fall  of  that  same 
year. 

Septoiiiber  2,1804,  ]\[r.  Anderson  enlisted  in 
Company  11,  Ninth  ]\[innesotaTni'antry,  and 
Avith  that  I'cgiment  Avas  assigned  for  duty 


with  tJio  Sixtoentli  Corps.  lie  participated 
in  the  hotly  contested  and  sanguinary  battle 
of  Nashville,  and  in  the  campaign  that  ended 
with  the  evacuation  of  Spanish  Fort,  on  the 
0th  of  April,  1805.  lie  Avas  mustered  out 
and  di.schargc(]  at  Fort  Snelling,  August  24, 
1805,  and  returned  to  his  home. 

l\rr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  are  the  happy 
parents  of  six  children,  as  follows — Andrew 
F.,  born  April  17,  1804 ;  Ellen  R.,  born  Sep- 
tember 4,  18G0;  Henry  B.,  born  July  8, 
1808;  Anna  ^Y.,  born  October  7,  1870; 
George  A.,  born  July  14,  1875 ;  and  Millie 
A.,  born  ISfay  3,  1880.  The  father  and 
mother  of  llrs.  Anderson^  Hans  and  Berita 
(Gregorius)  OIsot,  died  in  the  old  country. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church,  and  in  politics  our  subject  adheres  to 
the  republican  party. 

WILLIAM  H.  WYiV\AN.  Among  the 
prominent  citizens  of  the  town  of 
Nortii  Hutchinson,  who  are  of  New  Enghmd 
birth,  there  is  probably  none  that  oecitpies 
a  more  influential  position  than  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  heads  this  article.  He  was 
born  in  Franklin  county,  ]\[e.,  March  29, 
1 823,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Isabella 
(Wheeler')  Wynian.  His  parents  Avere  also 
natives  of  the  "  L'ine  Tree  State,"  although 
his  ancestry  Avere  from  the  com nion wealth" 
of  i\rassaelmsetts.  His  ])atcrnal  gra.ndpar- 
ents  were  born  on  the  ])eniiisula  of  Capo 
(Jod,  and  wei'e  dii'cct  descendants  of  some  of 
the  original  Pilgrim  Fathei-s.  His  maternal 
gi'and father,  Aviio.was  a  coast  pilot,  was  lost 
at  sea.  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

The  i)areiits  of  the  sul)jcct  of  this  sketch 
removed  to  the  State  of  I^Iicliigan  in  1842, 
and  located  in  Jackson  county.  He,  at  the 
same  time,  Avent  to  Lowell,  Mass.,  Avhcre  he 
remained  about  a  year,  and  then  foiioA-vcd 
his  parent.?,  after  working  in  the  factories  of 
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the  "  City  of  Spindles."  lie  made  his  home 
in.  Michigan,  engaged  in  fanning,  which  has 
been  his  occupation  ever  since,  foi'  some 
three  years,  and  then  Avent  to  LaFayette 
county,  AVis.,  and  in  that  locality  lived  three 
yeai-s.  His  next  move  was  to  Trempealeau 
county,  in  the  same  State,  but,  in  1856,  he 
crossed  the  line  into  Minnesota,  and  located 
in  Waseca  county.  There  he  remained  until 
18G4,  when  he  came  to  tliis  county,  and  took 
up  a  homestead  on  section  20,  where  ho  now 
lives. 

Mr.  AVyman  was  nuirried,  October  22, 
1844,  to  Miss  Amanda  M.  Center,  a  native 
of  Kockingham  county,  N.  H.,  the  daughter 
of  Abel  and  Sarah  (Leacli)  Center.  By  this 
union  they  have  had  a  family  of  tiireo  chil- 
dren—Allen II.,  Mary  P.,  and  diaries  A. 
Allen  surrendered  up  his  young  lii'e  a  sacri- 
fice upon  the  altar  of  his  country,  in  the  late 
war;  Mary  died  in  "Wisconsin,  and  Charles 
is  living  in  Portland,  Ore.  Mr.  "Wyman  has 
held  the  office  of  supervisor  for  some  tliree 
years,  and  is  one  of  tiie  leading  citizens  of 
the  town.  When  in  Waseca  county,  he  was 
the  captain  of  a  militia  company  that  iiad 
quite  a  reputation  at  the  time. 

fJLlUS  VOLLMER,  one  of  the  prominent 
and  leading  citizens  of  the  town  of  Win- 
sted,  is  engaged  in  carrying  on  agricultural 
pursuits  and  running  a  saw  mill  on  sections 
2  and  7.  He  is  a  native  of  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind,  born  December  1,  1853,  and  is  tiie 
-,on  of  David  and  Mary  (Wolters)  VoUmer, 
a  sketch  of  Avhom  appears  in  connection 
with  the  biography  of  Felton  Vollmer,  a 
brother  of  our  subject,  in  this  AuiiiM. 

vVhen  Julius  was  about  three  years  of  age 
he  was  brought  to  Minnesota  i)y  liis  parents, 
who  settled  in  St.  Paul;  and  there  lie  was 
reared  and  received  a  portion  of  his  educa- 
tion. In  1 865,  the  father  of  the  family  entered 


a  homestead  in  Franklin,  Wright  county, 
and  moved  on  it  Jlay  25t]i.  Upon  this  farm 
our  subject  assisted  his  parents  for  a  time, 
and  then  tlie  family  removed  to  Watertown, 
Carver  county.  In  ISOO,  Julius  retnrned  to 
St.  Paul  and  entered  a  leading  commercial 
college.  After  following  a  full  course  there 
and  after  graduating,  he  came  hack  to  tiie 
parental  roof,  and  later  bought  a.  mill  in 
Winsted,  in  company  with  his  brother  Folton, 
and  operated  it  until  1884.  At  that  date  tlie 
firm  was  dissolved,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  commenced  his  present  business. 

Mr.  Vollmer  was  united  in  marriage, 
September  15,  1878,  in  Victor  township, 
Wright  county,  with  IMiss  Josenliine  Gates, 
a  native  of  ]\Iinnosota,  and  the  daughter  of 
Mathias  and  Eliiora  (Crimior)  Gales.  The 
issue  of  this  union  has  been  throe  children — 
AValter  Henry,  born  July  215,  1879,  who 
died  November  2,  1883  ;  Oscar  Lewis,  born 
December  28,  ISSO,  anil  Eliiora  "Mary,  born 
August  31,  1884. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  has  held  a 
prominent  and  honorable  posilioii  in  the 
community,  and  has  bopii  honored  by  his 
fellow  citizens  with  various  jniblic  olUces. 
lie  hiis  held  the  positions  of  county  coiii- 
missioner,  justice  of  the  ])oace  and  town 
clerk,  the  latter  for  some  eight  years.  In 
his  politics  he  is  a  warm  supporter  of  the 
democratic  party,  and  in  his  religious  views 
is  a  Universalist. 

M  MPS  FRANKENFIELD,  a  hardware 
ji^^  iiierchuiit  of  Glencoo,  came  to  that 
place  in  October,  1872,  and  opened  the  iiiisi- 
ncss  he  is  now  engaged  in,  in  company  with 
his  brothers,  who  were  merchants  at  Hender- 
son. In  1878,  the  liriii  became  Fraiilvcnlickl 
tfe  Graves,  and  in  January,  1S86,  he  assumed 
the  sole  [iropriotorship. 

Mr.  FrankenJield  was  bom  in  Pucks  county, 
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Pa.,  JFarch  14,  1845,  and  is  tlio  son  of  Samuel 
and  SuRan  CSIcmii)  Fra,nkcn(icl(l.  n.is  ances- 
tors wore  from  tlie  German  Fatherland,  and 
among  tlic  early  settlers  of  tliat  ^lart  of  the 
"Keystone  State."  Wlien  Amos  was  but 
three  years  of  age,  he  lost  his  father,  and 
he  worked  on  the  family  farm,  going  to 
school  in  the  wintei-,  until  he  was  fourteen 
j'^ears  old.  lie  then  commenced  to  learn  the 
tinner's  trade,  and  served  an  apprenticeship 
at  that,  in  his  native  county,  of  a  year  and  a 
half;  and  then  came  to  Henderson  and  re- 
sumed the  same  witli  his  brotlier  Jacob,  who 
.was  running  a  stoi-e  there.  Two  yeai-s  later, 
he  Avent  to  St.  Peter,  and  worked  at  his 
trade  until  August  16,  1802,  when  ho  en- 
listed in  Company  I,  TiJntli  Minnesota  In- 
fantry, and  served  until  July  10, 1805.  After 
ids  disciiargo  lie  was  om])Ioyod  at  liis  trade, 
in  different  phu'os.  until  1872,  when  he  came 
to  this  county.  lie  was  mari'iod.  in  1S08,  to 
Miss  llenrictta  Smith,  and  the}'  have  three 
children. 



^  AMU  EL  W.  HATTEN,  one  of  tlie  rep- 
i-esentative  and  prominent  men  of  the 
county,  is  a  resident  u])on  section  22,  Rich 
Valley  township.  IJc  is  a  native  of  "Wayne 
county,  A'a.,  now  a  ])art  of  the  State  of  West 
Virginia,  born  September  19,  1830,  and  is 
the  son  of  Johnson  and  Cyntlna-  (Spurlock) 
llatten,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Wayne 
county.  His  father  died  of  the  ciiolcra, 
while  running  timber  down  the  Ohio  river. 
The  mother  survived  her  husband  until  about 
1875.  They  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  very  estinuible  and  respected 
people.  They  had  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren— Kliza,  Alvin,  Francis,  Irene,  Nancy, 
Samuel  and  Eveline. 

Samuel  Ilattcn  received  his  education  in 
Lawrence  count}^,  Ky.,  and  after  leaving 
school  learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  He 


was  following  that  business  at  the  time  of  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  in  April,  18G2j 
being  like  all  the  mountaineers,  intensely 
patriotic,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Four- 
teenth Kentucky  Cavalry,  as  private,  and 
rose  to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  and 
served  on  the  regimental  staff.  He  partici- 
jiated  in  the  battles  of  "White's  Ferry,  Slate 
Creek  Mills,  Mt.  Sterling,  Grassy  Flats, 
Olympia  Springs,  Owensburg  and  othei-s. 
He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  March 
24, 1864,  and  commenced  woi-k  on  a  steam- 
boat. For  some  two  oi"  three  yeare  he  was 
employed  in  this  kind  of  work  on  the  Ohio, 
Big  Sandy  and  Kanawah  rivers,  after  which 
he,  in  January,  1806,  came  to  Minnesota  and 
took  \x\t  a  claim  in  llich  Valley  township, 
where  he  now  lives. 

Mr.  llatten  was  married,  May  12,  18G4,  to 
Miss  Frances  C.  Ifatten,  a  native  of  AVayno 
county,  Va.,  and  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Sarah  Hatten.  Tiiey  have  a  family  of  ten 
children,  six  of  Avhom  are  living — Cynthia, 
Samuel  "W.,  Fred  M.,  Byron,  Maud  and 
Alvin.  Our  subject  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  constable  of  the  town  in  1806,  and  held 
the  position  for  two  years ;  in  1868,  was  made 
town  clerk;  in  the  latter  year,  chosen  sheriff, 
and  re-elected  in  1870.  He  is  the  present 
chairman  of  the  town  board.  He  is  in  every 
respect  a  repi'esentative  man,  and  one  that 
bears  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people 
of  the  community. 

•  •*>'i^g^»<*  

JTaMES  PHILLIPS,  one  of  the  earliest  and 
^  l)est  known  pioneers  of  McLeod  countj'-, 
has  his  home  on  section  11,  Glencoe  town- 
ship, where  he  settled  in  September,  1855. 
He  was  born  in  Cortland,  Cortland  county, 
N.  Y.,  October  13,  1820,  and  is  the  son  of 
James  and  Sarah  ("Williams)  Phillips.  His 
ancestry  were  of  "Welsh  origin,  and  had  been 
in  this  country  for  several  generations.  He 
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was  reared  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  where 
he  remained  until  he  had  attained  tlie  age 
of  sixteen  years,  and  then  moved  to  the  city 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  where  he  learned  the 
carpentering  trade,  and  followed  that  craft 
until  1853.  At  that  date  there  was  a  move- 
ment called  the  Excelsior  Colony,  that  in- 
tended to  settle  this  part  of  the  State,  which 
was  a  partial  success;  and  of  this  society  Mr. 
Phillips  was  the  secretar}':.  He  came  "West 
with  the  colonists  in  the  spring  of  1853, 
nnd  helped  get  them  settled  at  Minnetonka, 
where  he  remained  that  ji'ear.  He  returned 
to  the  "  Empire  State,"  and  was  occupied 
until  the  fall  of  1855,  when  he  came  to  this 
county.  He,  John  McLeod  aTid  U.  E.  "Wil- 
son were  appointed  commissioners  to  or- 
ganize this  county,  and  since  that  time  he 
has  been  .most  jjrominently  identified  with 
its  growth,  development  and  interests.  He 
has  held  several  important  offices  in  the 
count^'^,  and  has  alwa^-^s  wielded  a  powerful 
influence  for  good  in  the  community. 

Although  Mr.  Phillips  has,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, retired  from  the  active  cares  of  life, 
still  he  takes  a  gretit  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  is  the  present 
secretary  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  From 
1860  to  1864,  he  spent  the  most  of  the  timo 
in  Colorado  and  Montana,  but  liis  wife  re- 
mained here  and  went  tiirougli  the  trials  of 
the  Indian  massacre.  Like  a  noble-hearted 
woman,  she  stayed  at  the  post  of  duty,  for 
it  Avas  owing  to  the  hulies  that  the  men  re- 
mained to  defend  their  homes. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Phillips  and  Miss 
Lavinia  Giles  took  place  Marcli  11,  1855, 
and  they  lived  together  until  ]\ray  1,  1887, 
when  the  angel  of  death  called  her  to  her  re- 
■ward,  to  her  home  beyond  the  grave.  Both 
siie  and  her  husband  were  active  and  zealous 
members  of  tiie  Methodist  ciiurch.  in  which 
denomination  he  held  the  position  of  first  class 
leader  and  Sabbatli-school  superintendent  in 
this  coimty.  In  his  political  faith  our  subject 


aililiates  with  the  republican  l^arty,  and  is  a 
stanch  adherent  to  its  principles. 

JOSEPH  MOSHNER.  tlie'  enterprising 
blacksmith  and  hardware  dealer  of  the 
village  of  AVinsted,  was  born  in  Schliesien, 
Germany,  Pebruai'y  28, 1843,  and  is  the  son 
of  Anton  and  Tiieresa  (Klesse)  [Moshner, 
who  were  the  ))arents  of  six  chiltlren,  live  of 
whom  are  now  living.  The  father  and 
mother  both  died  in  tlie  land  of  their  birth. 
The  subject  of  tiiis  sketch  received  the  ele- 
ments of  a  good  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  supplemented  it  in  the  high 
school  and  in  a  husiness  college  in  JJavaria. 
In  the  latter  institution  he  acquired  a  knowl- 
edge of  stenography,  mechanical  drawing, 
and  the  French  language.  Before  attending 
to  the  higher  studies,  he  had,  in  the  mean- 
time, learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith.  Oc- 
tober 1,  1872,  he  left  his  native  land,  embark- 
ing at  the  port  of  Hamburg,  and  after  a 
pleasant  voyage  across  the  broad  Atlantic, 
landed  in  New  York.  Foi-  a  few  weeks  he 
was  employed  in  a  I'ailroad  shop  on  Staten 
Island,  but,  December  8th,  removed  to  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  and  found  employment  in  the 
^McNeale  &  Urban  Safe  Factijry.  A  few 
months  later,  he  returned  to  New  York  arid 
there  learned  the  cigarmaker's  trade,  at 
which  he  worked  a  short  time,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  tlie  ojieration  of  a  German  news- 
paper. This  latter  endured  about  four 
months,  after  which,  he,  in  company  with 
two  others,  was  engaged  in  the  manufactui'e 
of  slippers.  In  the  full  of  1874,  he  went  to 
Baltimore  and  worked  in  a  railing  factory, 
and  from  there  went  as  far  south  us  Galves- 
ton, Tex.,  and  was  employed  at  various 
places  in  the  South  at  a  variety  of  emplo^'- 
ments.  From  there  he  returned  to  the 
North,  and  Avorked  on  farms  and  in  a  hotel 
in  Indiana  and  Illinois,  until  Ma}'  9,  1870, 
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wlien  lie  came  to  tliis  State,  and  at  Austin 
was  eniplo3'e(l  on  a  gravel  train.  He  was  in 
several  other  localities,  but  June  1,  1S7T,  he 
came  to  Winsted,  and,  renting  a  blacksmith 
shop  of  13.  Klass,  ho  formed  a  partnership 
under  tlie  name  of  Dclsing  &  Moshner. 


After  nine  months,  tlie  senior  ])artner  sofd 
out  to  E.  Smith,  who,  in  time,  disposed  of  it 
to  Ww  Hobins,  and  the  firm  so  formed  is  op- 
erating the  siiop  and  the  hardware  store 
now,  and  are  doitig  a  large  business.  In 
1881  they  commenced  iiandling  agricultural 
implements  and  hardware,  but  November 
2J:,  1882.,  tiiey  lost  tiieir  whole  plant  by  fire, 
on  which  the}'  had  no  insurance,  and  the  loss 
exceeded  §4,000.  They  at  once  rebuilt  their 
place  of  business,  and  recommenced  opera- 
tions. 

Mr.  Mo.shner  Avas  jnarried,  January  16, 
1883,  to  Miss  Anna  Ilintz,  the  daughter  of 
August  and  Mary  (Scliultz)  Ilintz,  and  a  na- 
tive of  Germany. 


AMES  A.  .WALKER.   Among  the  repre- 
sentatives of  tlic  old  settlci-  families  of 
lilcLcod  county,  is  the  gentleman  of  whom 
this  sketch  is  wi-itten,  who  has  been  here 
since  childhood   having  been  brought  to 
Sumter  township  by  l75s  ]iarents  in  1850.  He 
is  a  resident  of  the  southern  part  of  Hutch- 
inson toAvnship  on  section  28,  and  is  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  that  precinct.    He  Avas 
born  in  Canada,  Qgtober  3, 1840,  and  is  the 
son  ^f  John  and  Mary  (Laraway_)  AValkcr^ 
ifliv.        "TuitTves  of  England  and  Canada,  respectively. 
1^^^         "Wlion  he  was  but  seven  years  of  age  his 
/      L<  .father  and  mother  brought  their  family  to 
/ uM'    '^^"^  country  beyond  the  "Eig 

t  ^  j   I  •    "Woods, and  here  the  former  took  a  claim  of 
:  j'^^-^^-i-^'lfiO  acres  of  land  on  section  1,  Sumter.  On 
this  place  the  father  died  September  10, 
W'j«yi^  1S68.    The  mother  is  living  on  theoldliome- 
iy<l9Vi    steatl  at  the  present  timq.    During  the  In- 


dian  trouble  they  removed  to  Chaska,  but  a 
few  days  later  tliey  returned  to  Glencoe,  and 
there  spent  some  six  weeks,  after  which  they 
went  back  home. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  our  subject  left 
home,  up  to  which  time  he  had  been  assist- 
ing in  carrying  on  the  farm  and  in  acquiring 
an  education.  lie  started  out  in  life  by 
working,  by  the  month,  for  Mr.  McEwen, 
■where  he  remained  a  year.  The  following 
wi'nter,  he  went  to  the  ])ineries,  and  there 
was  cm])loyed  in  lumbering.  Returning  in 
the  spring,  he  spent  the  summer  in  farm 
work  at  Cottage  Grove,  and  the  next  winter 
in  the  woods.  After  I'unning  a  breaking 
plow,  driving  stage,  and  teaming,  he  bought 
a  share  in  the  livery  stable  in  Ilutcliinson, 
and  followed  that  business  for  a  year,  and 
then  traded  liis  interest  for  a  farm  where  he 
spent  two  years.  "Working  part  of  the  time 
for  himself  and  part  of  the  time  for  others, 
he  passed  the  next  few  yeai's,  and  then  re- 
turned to  the  farm,  and  has  resided  here  ever 
since.  lie  was  married,  December  10,  1876, 
to  Miss  Mary  D.  "Wliito^  a  native  of  Illinois, 
born  February  3, 1858.  She  is  the  mother 
of  three  children — George  11.,  JohnL.  and 
Maud  E.  In  his  politics,  l^fr.  "WalK-ci'  is  a 
democrat,  and  is  influential  in  local  councils. 
He  has  a  fine  farm  of  160  acres  of  land,  most 
of  wliich  is  under  tillage,  and  the  improve- 
ments on  tlie  place  are  of  an  excellent  char- 
acter. 

OHN  TORBENSON,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent Scandinavian  farmers  of  the  town 
of  Bergen,  was  born  in  Tillemaskone,  Nor- 
Avay,  June  i,  1831:,  and  is  the  son  of  Ole  and 
Anna  (Johnson)  Torbenson.  His  father  died 
in  Dakota  county,  this  State  in  1876,  but  the 
mother  is  still  living  in  that  county. 

Mr.  Torbenson.  was  one  of  a  family  of  sev- 
en children,  and  came  to  this  country  with 
the  balance  of  the  household,  landing  at  the 


poi-t  of  New  Yovlc,  after  a  rough  and  stormy 
passage,  in  August,  1847.  On  the  way  over 
they  experienced  one  s£  the  terrible  storms 
•that  are  so  common  in  the  North  Atlantic, 
and  all  gave*thenisel\^s  up  for  lost.  The 
lightning  struck  one  of  the  masts  of  the  ves- 
sel^ and  but  for  the  almost  superhuman  exer- 
tions of  the  crew  they  would  have  gone  to 
the  bottom.  On  landing  they  came  West  to 
]\[uskegon,  "Waukesha  count}'-,  Wis.,  where 
the  family  settled.  The  father  bouglit 
a  farm,  and  with  the  assistance  of  liis  boys 
engaged  in  its  culture. 

In  185C  our  subject,  in  company  with  his 
brother  Thomas,  came  to  Minnesota  witii  five 
yoke  of  oxen,  arriving  in  Carver  county  the 
last  of  June.  They  stayed  with  an  uncle,  and 
cut  hay  for  their  oxeri,  but  not  linding  any 
claims  to  suit  them  they  caiuo  fartlicr  west. 
Meeting  a  Norwegian,  they  were  induced  by 
him  to  come  to  this  county,  and  iiere  made 
their  claims,  the  land  not  yet  being  surveyed. 
Our  subject  took  up  a  claim  on  section  1,  upon 
which  he  settled  down  and  proved  up.  He 
lived  on  this  farm  until  April  15,  18C4,  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Hatch's  Independ- 
dent  Battalion  of  Minnesota  Cavalry,  and 
was  in  quarters  atPorame  de  Terre,  until  the 
fall  of  1805.  The  company  then  moved  to 
Fort  Abercrombie,  and  there  and  at  Fort 
Wadsworth,  remained  until  he  was  mustered 
out,  June  22, 186G.  He  then  returned  to  this 
county  and  sold  his  place,  and  worked  at  liar- 
vesting  and  threshing,  until  the  fall  of  that 
year  when  he  purchased  the  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 16,  where  he  now  lives,  which  he  com- 
menced to  improve,  and  has  made  his  home 
ever  since. 

Mr.  Torbenson, was  mawied  Februarys, 
1868,  to  Miss  Carrie  Enerson,  and  they  have 
a  family  of  nine  children,  as  follows— Carl 
A.,  born  December  16,  1868;  Ellen  L.,  born 
September  21,  1870;  Carohne,  born  March 
23,  1873 ;  Theodore  O.,  born  June  20,  1875 ; 
Henry  P.,  born  March  4, 1878,  and  died  July 
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28,  1881;  Oscar  J.,  born  Marcli  30,  1881; 
Anna  H.,  born  Marcli  25,  1883 ;  raulina  J., 
born  July  26,  1884 ;  and  Emma,  born  j>»[!U'ch 
14,  1888.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  and  Mr.  Torbenson  is  a 
republican,  pohtically. 

"j^fENRY  ETHOWE^ono  of  tlie  farmers  of 
J^iE  thatown  of  Ciiciicoo,  wiio  is  helping 
develop  the  resources  of  this  county,  has  his 
home  on  Section  11,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising.  lie  is  a 
native  of  tlie  State  of  Vermont,  born  July  25, 
1849,  and  is  the  son  of  Lucius  and  Chira 
(Higgins)  Howe.  '  His  parents  wore  both 
born  in  the  "  Green  ]\[ountain  State,"  and 
the  fatlier  followed  tiio  business  of  brick 
making  and  farming  in  that  part  of  our  coun- 
try for  many  years.  In  185(1,  tiie  fau\ily  loft 
their  home  in  Vermont,  and  came  to  the  new 
Territory  of  Minnesota,  being  determined  to 
cast  in  tlieir  lot  among  the  new  settlers,  then 
Hooking  to  these  fertile  lands.  They  settled 
in  the  thriving  village  of  Chaska,  wlici'O  the 
father  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  ciirried  on  that 
line  of  business.  He  n)ado  his  home  in  later 
years  with  liis  son,  Henry,  in  this  county,  and 
in  Cliaska,  and  died  here,  February  15,  ISSl. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  is  also  deceased. 

Henry  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Carver 
county,  and  received  his  education  in  its 
•  schools.  On  arriving  at  his  majority',  lie 
adopted  agriculture  as  a  calling.  He  re- 
mained in  tiiat  county  until  1878,  and  then 
came  here,  his  father  having  presented  him 
witli  some  sixty  acres  of  land  on  Section  2, 
Glencoetown,  and  on  tliatlie  made  liis  home 
for  five  years,  and  then  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent location.  He  devotes  a  large  share  of 
his  attention  to  stock,  and  is  in  the  dairy 
business,  supjilying  tlie  most  of  the  peojile  of 
Glencoe. 
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]\[r.  Howe  was  married  November  16, 18Y1, 
to  Miss  Caroline  Smith;  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  the  dangliter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Casper 
Smith.  By  this  union  there  has  been  born 
afamily  of  eight  children,  as  follows — ^Emily 
Y.,  Emory  P.,  Herbert  11.,  Florence,  Ekly, 
Francis,  Ilenry,  and  Elmer. 

Tn  political  matters  ]\Ir.  Howe  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  has  Udcen  a  commendable  interest 
in  educational  matters,  having  held  theofRce 
of  school  treasurer. 

fOHN  E.  LAWSON,  the  junior  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Juerjgens  &  Lawson,  dealers 
in  hardware  and  groceries,  came  to  llutciiin- 
son,Avhcre  he  now  resides  and  carries  on- bus- 
iness, June  13,1877,  and,  in  company  with 
Ohott  Day,  opened  a  hardware  store.  The 
linn  so  formed  continued  in  existence  until 
]\Iarch,  18S-1-,  when  Henry  Juorgens  ]mr- 
chased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Hay,  and  thepres- 
ent  firm  was  formed.  In  1880  our  subject 
sold  out  his  interest  in  the  store  to  Frank 
Juergens,  and  worked  in  the  tinsliop  for  the 
Juorgens  Brothers.  In  the  spring  of  1888, 
he  again  purchased  an  interest  in  the  store. 

Mr.  Liuvson  is  a  native  of  Irehuid,  where 
he  was  born  A])im1  1(>,  ISW,  and  is  the  son  of 
Tiiomas  and  Rachel  La,wson.  He  was 
brought  to  this  country  by  liis  parents  at  the 
age  of  six  years,  and  Aviththem  settled  in  St. 
Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.  His  stepfather 
(his  own  father  having-  died  a  year  or  two  prev- 
iously) was  in  tlie  i-aili-oad  employ  for  some 
tAventy-fivc  years  in  that  part  of  the  "Em- 
pire State." 

Our  subject  renuiined  at  homo  until  he 
■was  about  fourteen  years  old,  enjoying  such 
educational  advantages  as  was  alforded  by 
the  district  schools  of  that  county.  He 
learned  the  tinner's  trade  in  his  youth,  in 
North  Lawrence,  but  before  he  had  finished 
it  the  man  with  whom  he  was  failed  and,  for 


the  time,  he  abandoned  it  and  went  to  work 
for  a  railroad  company.  Three  years  he 
spent  as  section  hand  and  one  year  as  clerk 
in  the  station,  and  then  went  to  Ohautau-. 
qua,  Fi-anklin  county,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
resumed  his  ti-ade  and  staid  three  years. 
After  -working  at  the  tinning  business 
in  Malone,  N.  Y.,  our  subject,  in  compiiny 
with  Charles  Fisk,  put  in  a  stock  of  tinware 
and  Yankea  notions  in  the  village  of  Nich; 
olsville,  in  that  State,  and  ran  a  peddler's  -wag- 
on through  the  counti-y  for  eighteen  months. 
Several  other  ventures  engaged  h inattention, 
and  in  1872  he  entered  tlie  employ  of  Lewis 
&  Sperry,  of  Jordan,  in  the  "Empire State,'* 
with  whom  he  staid  nearly  six  years,  and 
came  directly  from  there  to  Iliitchinson. 

Mr.  Lawson  and  iEiss  Emma  Cole  were 
united  in  marriage  ^farch  13,  1881. 

i^HARLES  E.  BUTLER,  oneof  the  leading- 
mercha.nts  of  tlio  village  of  Brown 
ton,  came  to  this  county  in  1882,  and  entered 
into  the  mercantile  trade  in  comi)any 
with  J.  R.  Bcll^  and  for  one  year  they 
dispensed  drugs  and  groceries.  At  tho 
expiration  of  that  time  Mr.  Bell  disposed  of 
his  interest  to  D.  Y.  Butler,  and  the  firm 
thus  formed  existed  one  year,  when  Iticliard 
Groshoup  purciiased  tiie  interest  of  the  lat- 
ter, and  the  present  firm  formed.  This  was 
in  188G,  and  they  are  to-day  one  of  tiie  solid 
and  substantial  institutions  of  the  village. 

Mr.  Bntier  is  a  native  of  this  State,  born 
in  Hennepin  county,  September  4-,  1859,  and 
is  the  son  of  David  and  Olive  (Bunker)  But- 
ler, natives  of  New  York,  ilje  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  tiie  ^minon  schools 
of  Hennepin  and  Sibley  counties,  remaining 
under  tuition  until  he  was  some  eighteen 
years  of  age.  Foi-^i  few  years  he  was 
engaged  in  i'armin^,  but  in  1881  he  pur- 
chased a  half-interest  in  the  hardware  busi- 
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ness  of  J.  II.  Mallett.  at  Brownton,  and  in 
this  connection  carried  on  the  business  for 
a  year,  and  then  sold  out  to  his  partner. 

The  subject  of  this  personal  history  was 
united  in  marriage,  November  26,  1885,  with 
Miss  Ella  Ocobock,  a  native  of  St.  Paul, 
Minn.',  and  the  daughter  of  Locke  Ocobock 
and  lienrietta,  his  wife.  In  his  politics  Mr. 
Butler  is  a  republican,  and  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative citizens  of  the  village  of  Brown- 
ton  and  of  the  county.  As  a  business  man 
he  bears  a  high  reputation  for  sterling  in- 
tegrity and  mercantile  honor,  and  he  is 
growing  into  greater  favor  e^eiy  day.  He 
has  had  no  aspirations  for  public  oHice,  the 
cares  of  his  business  and  the  charms  of  the 
domestic  liearth  sufficing  to  fill  his  time. 

i^^iDEON  K.  GILBERT^  President  of  the 
^^f'  Bank  of  Glencoo,  was  born  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  March  30, 1832.  He  came  to 
Minn.esota  in  185G  and  settled  in  Glencoe  in 
185T  where  has  since  resided.  Like  most  of 
the  pioneers  he  brouglit  little  with  him  ex- 
cept his  hands,  courage,  good  business  sense 
and  tireless  energy.  Ilis  lirsb  step  was  to  file 
on  a  quarter  section  of  Government  lanil,  but 
being  more  inclined  to  trade,  be  soon  went 
into  merchandising  and  continued  the  busi- 
ness in  a  small  way  for  several  years.  It  did 
not  take  long  for  the  people  of  the  county 
to  discover  his  ability  for  business  affairs  and 
from  185Y  to  1873  he  was  acting  in  some  offi- 
cial capacity,  most  of  the  time  either  as 
county  treasurer  or  county  auditor.  He 
also  lilled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
from  1859  to  187(i  continuously,  and  was 
postmaster  during  President  Buchanan's  ad- 
ministration from  1859  to  1801.  It  is  safe 
to  say  that  no  other  man_  has  done  more  in 
.  sliaping  and  develoiiing  the  sound  financial 
policy  of  the  county  than  he. 

But  it  is  in  Glencoe  that  his  IcnoAvledge  of 


affairs  has  been  displayed  to  the  best  advan- 
tage. In  1875  he  established  tlie  Bank  of 
Glencoe  as  a  private  bank,  it  being  the  lirat 
bank  established  in  tlie  count}',  and  which  in 
1888  was  incorpoi'ated  under  the  State  Laws 
and  is  now  one  of  the  most  prosperous  insti- 
tutions in  the  State.  Mr.  Gilhcrf,  has  served 
either  in  the  village -council  or  on  the  board 
of  education  almost  continuously  since  their 
organization,  and  i'or  the  most  part  hassei-ved 
on  both  boards  at  the  same  time. 

As  a  member  of  the  school  board,  thougli 
one  of  the  highest  taxpayers,  he  has  always 
voted  in  favor  of  the  most  liberal  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  schools  and  has  al- 
Avays  advocated  the  policy  of  om])loying  the 
best  qualilied  instructoi's,  regardless  of  cost. 
Mr.  Gilbert  has  either  lead  or  cordially  sup- 
ported with  his  voice  and  purse  every  i)rac- 
tical  enteri)rise  that  had  foi-  its  object  the 
promotion  and  advancement  of  the  material 
and  educational  interest  of  the  people  of  his 
town  and  county.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  atid  held  the  ollieo  of 
wol^shipful  nuister  of  Hope  Lodge  for  several 
years  and  was  the  lirst  one  initiated  west  of 
the  "Big  Woods.'' 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  united  in 
marriag'e  to  Afiss  Josephine  Brewer  at  "\Vil- 
braham,  !Mass.,  September  25,  1855.  They 
are  the  parents  of  two  children — Luther  AV., 
cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Glencoe ;  and  Joseph- 
ine B.,  wife  of  F.  G.  BarrowH  of  Fergus  Falls, 
Minn. 

■^jJf^HEODORE  SCHMALZ,  one  of  the 
'Jp  young  aiul  entor])rising  citizens  of 
McLeod  county,  that  are  nuikiiig  theii-  nuirk 
in  this  part  of  the  State,  is  engaged,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brothel-,  Kmil,  in  the  general 
merchandise  trade,  at  Lester  Prairie  Station, 
under  the  lii'm  name  and  style  of  Sclinuilz 
Brothers. 
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Tlioodore  was  born  in  the  town  of  Win- 
stcd,  IMcI.cocl  comity,  Jiino  1S03,  jind  is 
the  son  of  Clirisl.()j)liui'  iuul  Ernestine  (Mil- 
bratli)Sclinialy..  His  jiarents  were  natives  of 
Gorinany  ami  iiad  conic  to  tliis  country  in 
1857,  and  settled  in  tliis  i)art  of  tlio  State. 
They  wei-e  tlic  parents  of  six  cliildrcn,  wJioso 
names  are  as  follows  :*  William  (who  died  in 
the  Fatherland)  Gustaviis,  Louisa,  Hermann, 
Theodore  and  Enu'I. 

Tlic  subject  of  tliis  ])ersoiia]  liistory  was 
reared  upon  a,  farm,  and  in  bis  youtli  at- 
tomled  the  district  schools  with  profit.  As 
he  grew  older  lie  entered  a  stoi-e  at  Green 
Islajid  as  ii  clerk.  Tin's  was  in  the  winter  of 
1883-J:.  lie  remained  there  until  February, 
Avhon  lie  removed  to  Hector,  lien  villo  county, 
^v,?liere  he  was  employed  in  assisting  a 
bi'oii!ior  in  tiie  labors  on  his  farm.  Two  years, 
ktc?  Im  returned  to  Winstead,  and  May  1, 
1887,  ho  and  Emil  ojiened  tiieir  store  at  Les- 
ter Prairie.  JIo  is  also  engaged  in  the  breed- 
ing of  line  I'eruheron  horses. 

4\rr.  Sclimal/.  was  united  in  nuirriago 
August  2(1.  ISS7,  with  Miss  Ernesthio 
SclnnMlx.  Jl'e  is  a,  Democrat  in  his  politics, 
and  in  his  religion,  a  Lutheran.  Tlie  brothers 
have  commenced  to  build  up  a  fine  trade  and 
enjoy  tlie  confidence  ami  respect  of  the  en- 
tire community. 

WHOMAS  McADAM.  a  leading  farmer 
of  the  town  of  Collins,  lias  a  pleas- 
ant home  on  sections  2-1  and  25,  and  lias 
brought  one  hundred  acres  of  his  quarter 
section  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
fertility.  He  lias  considerable  st{)ck  on  his 
place,  and  carries  on  what  may  bo  called 
mixed  farming.  Ho  is  a  native  of  County 
Arnuigh,  Ireland,  born  July  2G,  1838,  and 
is  tlie  son  of  Thomas  and  Ann  (Turner) 
^]\[cAdaiii.  He  was  roared  in  the  land  of 
liis  birth,  and  lived  there  until  the  year 


185C,  at  which  date  he  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  in  the  counties  of  Bucks' 
and  Luzerne,  Penn.,  wtis  employed  for  about 
four  years  in  driving  a  team  in  the  lumber 
business.  In  1860  he  made  his  way  Avest- 
ward  to  St,  Paul,  Minn.,  and  from  there 
to  Washington  county,  where  lie  followed 
farming  for  some  two  years.  Eenioving  t6 
Kice  county,  this  State,  he  there  ]nircliased 
a  farm  ujion  which  lie  resided  until  1882, 
engaged  in  its  cultivation.  During  the  year 
last  mentioned  he  sold  out  his  interest  tliere, 
and  moved  to  this  county,  and  located  in 
Collins  township,  on  the  place  whore  he 
now  lives. 

Mr.  McAdam  was  united  in  marriage  No- 
vcmbor  21,  18C'2,  with  Miss  Eli;ia  Thompson, 
the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Nancy  (l^IcCor- 
"I'ck)  I'hompson.  She  was  born  in  County 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  Juno  6,  1837.  The  issue 
of  their  union  has  been  eight  chihlren,  iis 
follows :  Anna  Martha,  born  September  28, 
180i ;  Margaret  Jane,  borti  June  21,  18C0 ; 
William,  born  November  21,  1808;  Sarah, 
born  August  23,  1870 ;  Elizabeth,  born  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1872;  Thomas,  born  October  23, 
1873;  John,  born  April  12,  1876,  and  died 
September  20,  J1877;  and  Emma,  born  Janu- 
ary 12,  1878. 

Mr.  ]\rcAda,m  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
men  of  the  town,  and  stands  high  in  the- 
estimation  of  tlio  people  of  the  communit3^ 
His  aspirations  for  preferment  do  not  lie  in 
tlie  way  of  imblic  oilice,  he  ratiier  favoring 
the  retirement  of  home  life,  and  attention 
to  his  agricultural  pursuits. 

^^DWARD  A.  TEWS,  a  successful  and 
\^  thriving  agriculturist  of  the  town  of 
Acoma,  living  on.  section  23,  is,  although  a 
young  man,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  the 
county,  having  resided  hero  since  the  year 
1868.    He  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born 
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October  24,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  'WiUiam 
and  Sophia  Tews.  When  he  was  but  six 
months  old  he  was  brought  across  the  sea  to 
tlie  sliores  of-  America  in  his  mother's  arms. 
Tiie  family  located  in  tlie  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin at  the  time,  but  in  1858  removed  to 
McLeod  County,  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Acoma. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
this  county,  and  was  afforded  such  educa- 
tional advantages  as  the  country  possessed, 
and  remained  on  the  paternal  farm,  employ- 
ed in  assisting  to  carry  on  its  duties,  until 
May  29,  1877,  when  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  Ann  Eusch,  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  the  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Mina  Rusch.  The  young  couple  then 
set  up  an  establishnieiit  of  their  own  on  sec- 
tion 26,  where  the}'  resided  some  four  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  \\v.  Tows  ro- 
nioved  to  his  present  place  on  section  23, 
Avhere  he  h.as  a  line  farm  of  300  acres  of 
excellent  land.  He  has  erected  a  neat  and 
tasty  cottage  home,  good  barn  and  other 
out-buildings  since  coming  lici-e,  and  all  in  a 
beautiful  natural  •  gi'ove.  He  is  giving  a 
large  share  of  his  attention  to  stock  raising 
and  has  a  fine  herd  of  horses  and  cattle. 
Notwithstanding  the  loss  of  his  line  barn 
full  of  hay,  October  4, 1886,  by  lire,  with  a 
loss  of  some  $1,400,  only  $460  of  which  was 
insured,  ho  has  succeeded  in  placing  himself 
a;nong  the  wealthy  and  well-to-do  fai'mers 
of  this  county  by  his  industry  and  attention 
to  his  business.  He  has  followed  threshing 
for  the  past  fourteen  years,  and  now  owns  a 
steam  thresher  in  connection  with  his 
brother  Albert. 

]S[r.  Tews  has  always  taken  a  great  inter- 
est in  the  public  affairs  of  the  township,  and 
has  served  on  the  board  of  supervisoi-s  ever 
since  1883,  and  is  the  present  chairman  of 
that  body.  In  educational  matters  he  is  an 
efficient  worker,  and  has  held  his  share  of 
the  positions  on  the  school  boai-d  of  the  dis- 


trict. Tie  is  one  of  the  men  to  whom  the 
neighborhood  look's  as  a  leader  in  all  move- 
ments looking  to  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity, and  he  merits  the  estimation  in 
which  ho  is  held.  Ills  family,  consists  of 
four  children,  all  boys  — ■\Villia'm  A.,  Albert 
W.,  Oliver  W.,  and  George  W. 

JOHN  MERSEN,  one  of  the  ])rominent  and 
leading  citizens  of  llutcliiiisun,  was  born 
in  Holland,  August  7,  1S41,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  iDiria  Mersen.  In  1840,  when  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  i)Ut  eight  years  old, 
he  was  brought  to  this  country  by  his  parents, 
who  settled  in  Milwaukee,  AVis.,  and  there 
ho  was  reared  and  educated,  lie  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  in  his  young  manhood, 
and  followed  that  line  of  business  in  the 
"Cream  City"  until  1806,  when  ho  came  to 
Hutchinson. 

On  his  arrival  here  he  took  up  the  building 
and  contracting  branch  of  his  trade  and  car- 
ried it  on  quite  successfully  until  1880,  when 
he  gave  it  \\\>.  In  1809  he  had  purchased  tlie 
farm  which  he  now  owns  adjoining  tho  town 
site  and  which  contains  some  forty  acres. 
This  he  has  rented  most  of  the  time  until 
within  the  last  few  years.  In  1878  he  em- 
barked in  the  pump  business  and  has  given 
that  some  attention  ever  since.  At  the  pres- 
ent he  is  devoting  his  time  to  the  raising  of 
small  fruits  and  in  nuirket  gardening. 

T\f r.  Mersen  has  always  taken  a  lively  in- 
torestln  all  town  matters,  and  in  1879  was 
elected  town  treasurer  and  has  been  re-elected 
to  that  ollice  every  term  since,  lie  is  a  mem- 
ber of  tho  Ii[asonic  fraternitjs  having  been 
nuule  a  ]\fason  in  Temple  Lodge  No.  59,  in 
1807,  and  has  held  most  of  tho  ollices  in  that 
body.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows ordei'. 

December  24, 1871,  Mr.  Mersen  was  united 
in  mari'iago  with  Miss  Nancy  T.  Iloirman. 
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Avlio  died  December  24:,  18Y4,  leaving  two 
cliiith-en— Edith  E.,  a,nd  Ilany  J.  In  1880 
]\rr.  ]\[.  was  niaiTicd  to  Miss  Delia  13onniwe11. 
Bj'  tliis  union  there  have  been  born  four 
children— Alice,  Ghloe,  Olive  and  Jessie  E. 

Tlie  subject  of  our  sketch  has  the  entire 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  of  the 
conununity  in  which  he  lives,  and  is  one  of 
the  enterprising  citizens  that  have  made  the 
village  wliat  it  is. 

 '❖-J^i^-^— — 

LEXANDER  S.  NOBLES,  one  of  Mc- 
_2P3l.  I^go<-1  county's  earliest  settlers,  is 
engaged  in  the  \vheat  trade,  owning  and 
ojierating  one  of  the  elevators  at  Glencoe. 
He  was  born  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio, 
September  29, 1832,  and  is  the  son  oT  William 
J3.  and  ]\rariah  ISToblos.  At  an  early  day 
ho  removed  to  Cook  county,  111.  lie  re- 
mained at  home  with  his  motlier  until  I'each- 
ing  his  majority,  his  father  having  died  when 
our  subject  -was  but  six  years  of  age. 

In  the  year  185J:  ho  was  united  in  marriage 
with  JCiss  Catherine  M.  Cool,  a  native  of 
Ei'ie  county,  Pcnn.,  born  in  April,  lS3i.  In 
the  spring  of  185G  he  started  for  Minnesota, 
Avith  a  team  and  wagon,  lie  drove  through 
the  mud,  for  the  season  Avas  veiy  Avet,  to 
Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  shipi)ed  on  board 
a  steamboat  for  St.  Paul,  from  whence  he 
drove  to  Glencoe,  ari-iving  here  ]\[ay  0.  The 
next  day  he  started  out  to  look  up  a  location 
and  camped  that  night  on  the  banks  of  what 
is  now  called  js'oblo's  lake.  Jle  aiul  his 
comiianions,  Jeremiah  gobies  and  C.  B. 
Lane,  took  up  claims  in  Sumter  township 
and  made  some  improvements.  At  this  time 
all  the  settlers  here  Avere  J.  IS^bles^  C.  B. 
j^aiio^  lleuben  Biishnell  and  himself.  After 
getting  out  logs  for  a  cabin  he  Avent  back  to 
Illinois,  Avhere  he  ]mrcliased  some  stock  and 
drove  them  to  Wisconsin.  Hearing  bad 
ncAA-s  from  this  locality,  the  two  partners. 


Lane  and  Bushnell,  returned  to  Illinois  wjth 
the  cattle,  some  seven ty-iiA^e  head,  Avhile  W\\ 
ISToblos  came  on  -to  Glencoe,  Avhere  he  went 
to  AA'ork  for  the  old  saw-mill  company.  Jere- 
jniah  Nobles,  after  bringing  out  the  two 
families,  returned  to  Illinois,  and  got  his 
sha,re  of  the  cattle,  but  our  subject  lost  his 
entirely,  which  embarrassed  him  financiall3% 
He  remained  Avith  this  company  until  the 
fall  of  185Y,  Avhen  he  avjis  employed  by  Bax- 
ter &  White,  who  Avere  building  a  saw  and 
grist  mill  at  Koniska,  this  county,  Avith  whom 
ho  remained  until  the  spring  of  1859.  He 
then  took  up  a  claim  in  the  town  of  Eich 
Valley,  and  commenced  its  improvement. 
While  here  theEcbellion  broke  out,  and  Sep- 
tember 11, 1861,  Mr.  Kobles  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  Second  ^Minnesota  In  fan  try.  He  was 
mustered  in  at  Fort  Snelling,  after  whicii  the 
regiment  Avas  ordered  to  Lebanon  Junction, 
Ky.,  Avhere  they  Avent  into  cam]).  January 
1,  18G2,  they  started  for  Mill  Springs  and 
participated  in  the  battle  at  that  place.  In 
April  they  moved  to  Pittsburg  Landing,  ar- 
riving too  late  to  take  any  part  in  the  battle 
there.  He  was  at  the  siege  of  Corinth,  tlie 
battles  of  Chickamauga  and  Missionary 
Ridge.  At  the  storming  and  capture  of 
Missionary  Ridge  an  interesting  and  impor- 
ta.nt  incident  occurred  Avhicii  has  ncA'er  yet 
appeared  in  tiie  history  of  the  regiment.  A 
party  of  soldiers,  including  Sergeant  Pen- 
dergast,  Wilbur  E.  Little,  Thomas  Adams, 


A.  S.  Nobles  and  about  a  dozen  others  cap- 
tured a  section  of  artillery  soon  after  i-cacli- 
ing  the  to])  of  the  hill,  after  u  hand-to-hand 
and  spirited  contest  over  it.  Shortly  after 
this  our  subject  veteranized  and  after  his 
furlougii  joined  the  regiment  in  March, 
18G4,  near  Ringgold,  Ga.  With  them  ho 
participated  in  all  the  engagements  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign'  and  in  the  fatuous  ^March 
to  the  Sea  under  Slicrinan  and  in  the  grand 
rcA'iew  at  Washington,  in  June,  1805.  Ho 
received  his  discharge  at  Louisville.  Ky.,  in 
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July,  1865,  and  returned  to  this  county  and 
went  on  a  new  farm  on  section  10,  Sumter 
township,  which  lie  improved  and  where  he 
lived  for  ten  years.  lie  then  moved  to  Glen- 
coe,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since. 

In  187C  he  was  elected  sheriff  and  held 
that  office  for  two  years,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  engaged  in  the  wheat  traffic.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Nobles  have  had  a  family  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living. 

Mr.  Nobles  is  a  member  of  Kobert  L.  ^Ec- 
Cook  Post.  No.  28,  G.  A.  11.,  of  Glencoe. 

JTaMES  W.  WILLIAMSON,  one  of  the  in- 
^  telligent  and  enterprising  farmers  of 
Sumter  township,  is  a  .native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, boi-n  in  Lycoming  county,  December 
13,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Nancy 
(Polhamus]^  "Williamson.  Ilis  parents  were 
also  natives  of  the  "  Kej'stone  State,"  and 
were  prominent  people  tiiere.  Tliey  hail  a 
family  of  four  children  —  Marsliall,  Gideon, 
Francis  and  James  W. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  reared 
and  educated  among  tiie  hills  and  valleys 
of  the  central  part  of  the  State  and  within 
sound  of  the  rushing  waters  of  the  noble 
West  Branch  of  the  famous  Susquehanna 
river,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  j-^ears 
adopted  the  calling  of  sawyei-  and  foreman 
in  the  saw-mills,  that  country  being  one  of 
the  great  lumbering  regions  of  tlie  land. 
Pour  years  later,  February  23,  18G3,  he  en- 
hsted  in  Company  K,  Eighth  Penrisylvania 
Cavahy,  and  with  tiiat  gallant  regiment 
participated  in  the  campaigns  beyond  the 
Rapidan,  and  was  actively  engaged  in  the 
battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania, 
North  Anna,  Cold  Ilarbor,  Peteisburg, 
Dinwiddle  Courthouse,  Five  Fork's  Creek, 
Snecker's  Ferry,  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill, 
Peebles  Run,  Weldo  Road,  Hatcher's  Run, 
Weldon  R.  R.,  Rowanta,  Reame  Station,  Jet- 


tersvillfe,  Paine's  Cross  Roads,  Saylor's  Creek, 
Deatonsville,  Farmville,  Appomattox  Sta- 
tion, Appomattox  Courthouse  or  surrender 
of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  besides 
many  skirmishes  around  Petersburg  and 
Richmond.  lie  was  discharged  August  10, 
18G5,  and  returned  to  his  home  to  take 
his  labors  in  the  miU. 

January  IT,  1SG7,  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriage  witli  l^fiss  Emma  ]\ranaval.  a 
native  of  Bradford  county,  Penn.,  and  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Fulkei'son') 
^Manaval.  Siie  is  one  of  a  family  of  four 
children.  About  a  year  after  their  nuir- 
riage  the  young  couple  came  to  ^[innesota, 
and  settled  in  St.  Paul,  wiicrc  l\[r.  William- 
son carried  on  car])cntei'ing.  Ho  also  car- 
ried on  lumbering  (juite  extensively  in  the 
northei-n  part  of  the  State,  and  for  several 
years  owned  and  ojienited  a  steam  saw-mill 
at  Kettle  River  Station,  on  the  St.  Paid  &c 
Duluth  Railroad,  in  Pine  county,  ]\rinn.  He 
took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  there, 
and  was  one  of  the  board  that  organized 
Kettle  River  township.  After  leaving  there 
he  was  engaged  in  car))entering  in  St.  Paul, 
and  in  1873  he  came  to  this  count}'  and  lo- 
cated on  the  place  where  lie  now  lives,  on 
section  30,  Sumter  townsliip,  where  ho  has 
been  employed  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture 
ever  since. 

Mr.  Williamson  and  his  wile  are  tlie  par- 
ents of  nine  cliildi'cn,  as  follows:  ]\Iaud, 
Robert,  Dudley,  INfortinier,  Edna,  James  W., 
]\f  illie,  Horace  (deceased)  and  Lulu  (deceased). 
He  and  the  family  rank  high  in  the  estimation 
of  the  people  of  the  ccnnnuinity,  and  are 
representative  citizens. 

 — 

TyrON.  DAVID  A.  ADAMS,  one  of 
j^J^    Leod  county's  earliest  settlers,  is  a 
resident  of  the  village  of  Hutchinson,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  real  estate 
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and  loan  liusincss.    ]Io  is  u  native  of  Norfolk 
, county,  England,  born   Fei)rnai'y  2G,  1838, 
and  is  tlic  son  of  (xeorgc  and"  Elizabeth 
V^diinis.    He  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  when  tliirtccn  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  a  carpenter,  bnfc  when  he  was  be- 
tween sixteen  and  seventeen  years  of  age, 
tlie  master  giving  him  his  time,  he  decided 
to  seek  in  the  \\-estern  settlements  of  this 
country  a  new  home.    Em])arking  at  Liver- 
pool. October  J4,  lSo4-.  he  crossed  the  broad 
Atlantic  to  America,  landing  at  Now  York 
on  the  2(lth  of  November  following.  Tlio 
ne.xt  spring  he  came  to  Chicago,  and  six 
Aveeks  later  to  ]\[innesota  and  located  near 
Fai'ii)ault,  liice  county,  where  he  engaged 
ill  carpentering.    In  July,  1857,  he  came  to 
this  county  with  AVilliam  Cook  and  his  fam- 
ily and   remained  with   them,  two  miles 
north  of  the  village,  nntil  the  following 
summer,  when  he  moved  to  a  farm  south  of 
Ilulcliinson.    Thei'c  ho  remained  until  the 
Indian  outbreak  of  1802,  when  he  moved 
into  the  village,  and  although  not  a  member 
of  the  home  guard  did  duty  with  them  in 
the  defense  of  the  ]ilace.    lie  then  moved 
back  to  Rice  county,  and  in  the  Avinter  of 
1804  enlisted  as  a  recruit  in  Com|)any  B, 
First  J\[iniiesota  Infantry,  and  joined  that 
banil  of  heroic  men  who  had  breasted  so  many 
fierce  waves  of  battle,  at  City  Point,  Va'., 
where  the  noble  Second  Corps  to  which  they 
belonged  lay  in  camp.    AVitli  the  regiment 
]\[r.  Ad  anis  was  an  active  partici|)ant  in  all 
the  engagements  where  the  corps  took  part, 
from  North  Anna  to  Appomattox.  After 
the  surrender  of  General  Lee  and  the  close 
of  hostilities,  and  after  passing  in  the  grand 
review  at  Washington  in  June,  1805,  Mr. 
Adams  returned  to  Rice  County,  but  in  the 
summer  of  1800  came  to  Hutchinson,  and 
shortly  after  took  a  farm  of  SO  acres  of  land 
on  section  24,  Lynn  township.   He  com- 
menced the  improvement  of  his  farm  and 
lived  there  for  four  years,  and  then  moved 


to  another  place  he  had  ]nirchased  on  sec- 
tion 13,  in  the  same  town.  In  1874  he 
moved  into  the  village  and  has  lived  there 
ever  since.  He  now  owns  and  controls  a 
tine  farm  of  500  acres  of  land. 

!Mr.  Adams  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
Lynn  township,  and  the  first  justice  of  the 
peace  therein,  and  has  filled  that  oflfice  ever 
since  while  in  this  county.  In  1871  he  was 
elected  to  represent  this  district  in  the  State 
Legislature,  and  served  during  the  session  of 
1872.  He  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  board 
of  village  trustees,  and  has  filled  the  office 
of  village  recorder  ever  since  then.  He 
has  ahva3's  been  one  of  the  enterprising, 
public  spirited  citizens  of  the  ])lace,  an  in- 
stance of  which  is  given  in  his  being  one  of 
the  four  citizens  who  guaranteed  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  mone\'  sufficient  to  pay  for 
the  right  of  way  and  dc|)ot  grounds  offered 
as  an  inducement  to  the  railroad  to  run  a 
branch  to  Ilutchi'- icn,  and  with  the  others, 
paid  his  $072,  necessarj'  to  make  up  the 
amount  short  in  the  subscription.  He  erect- 
ed the  first  brick  residence  in  the  villace 
where  he  has  valuable  real  estate  interests. 

]\Ir.  Adams  was  married  l^fay  24,  18G8,  to 
Miss  Annie  M.  Durant,  a  native  of  Norfolk 
county,  England,  whose  parents,  William 
and  M.  A.  Durant,  were  pioneers  in  Rico 
count}'.  By  this  union  there  have  been 
born  a  family  of  four  children — one  son  and 
three  daughters. 

* 

•    'V*  "iSSlXdM  V 

HOMAS'  THOMPSON,  a  fine  specimen 
of  the  thrifty  and  intelligent  Scotch- 
Irish  race  that  have  so  materially  assisted  in 
the  development  of  this  country,  is  a  res- 
ident of  the  town  of  Collins,  havinghishome 
on  section  24,  where  he  has  a  valuable  farm 
of  100  acres.  Part  of  his  place  lies  in  the 
adjoining  section  23,  he  having  inirchased  in 
company  with  his  brother  Andrew  some  320 
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acres  on  coming  here,  ami  divided  it  to  suit 
themselves. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of 
Andrew  and  Nancy  Thompson,  and  was 
born  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  December 
25,  1812.  He  came  to  'the  United  States 
■with  his  parents  in  1857,  and  the  family, 
after  spending  a  short  time  is  St.  Paul,  went 
to  Eice  county,  where  the  father  took  a 
claim  and  commenced  its  im])rovement. 
Tliomas  remained  at  home  with  liis  parents, 
assisting  in  carrying  on  the  farm  until  1S80, 
when  he  came  to  tliis  county  and  settled 
where  he  now  lives. 

Mr.  Thom]^son  was  united  in  marriage 
April  6,  1882,  with  Miss  Fannie  M.  Gard, 
the  daughter  of  Leonard  B.  and  Elizabeth 
Gard,  and  who  Avas  born  in  the  town  of 
Sumter,  this  county,  August  14, 1862.  They 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  as  follows: 
Anna  Laura,  who  was  born  January  30, 1883 ; 
Ethel  Grace,  born  May  26,  1885  ;  and  Leon- 
ard James,  whose  birth  occurred  in  October, 

188Y.   

The  subject  of  this  memoir  is  one  of  a 
family  of  seven  children;  Andrew,  one  of 
his  brothers,  is  a  resident  of  Collins  town- 
ship, William  lives  in  St.  Paul,  Oliver  in  Illi- 
nois, John  in  Pittsburgh,  Eliza  (Mrs.  T.  Mc; 
Adam)  in  Collins,  as  does  the  other  sister, 
Martha  (jMrs.  John  Mullin).  Vlw  Thompson 
is  a  republican  in  politics,  and  one  of  the  most 
highly  respected  citizens  in  the  portion  of  the 
county  in  which  he  lives. 

i^HARLES  J.  JOHNSON,  one  of  the  en- 
l^Ji  terprising  and  thrifty  Scandinavian 
farmers  of  the  town  of  Lynn,  was  born  in 
the  southeastern  part  of  Sweden,  March  10, 
1856.  lie  remained  at  home  Avith  his  par- 
ents, Jonas  and  Briteelen  JohnsorL.. attending 
school  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age, 
and  after  that  time  was  employed  upon  the 


father's  farm.  As  he  grew  to  the  yeai-s  of 
manhood  he  saw  hoAV  impossible  it  was  for 
him  to  rise  in  his  native  land,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States.  On  landing  on  tlie-sc  shores  he 
turned  his  steps  toward  this  county,  and 
hired  out  his  services  to  a  farmer  for  a  i'ew 
months.  He  then  rented  a  place,  but  the 
nc.x'tyear  ]uu'chased  a  Farm  of  112  acres,  and 
his  wife,  shortly  after,  falling  heii-  to  a  hirm 
of  102  acres,  they  had  a.  line  farm.  Tlioy 
now  own  some  297  acres,  upon  which  there 
is  a  gooil  house,  large  barn  and  other  out- 
buildings and  a  nice  grove  and  orchard. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  mnrried  in  Glencoe,  Sep- 
tember 28, 18S1,  to  ]\[iss  Jiitty  Pehr.son,  who 
w[is  born  in  Sweden,  !March  17,  1S62,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Nellie  (Ander- 
son') Pohrson.  They  have  a  family  of  four 
children,  as  follows  :  Bertlui,  Clarinda  Jose])h- 
ine,  born  October  3U,  1882;  David  Gustaf, 
born  July  20,  1S85 ;  Teckla  Christine,  born 
December  IS,  1880,  and  Ilulda  Elizabeth, 
born  January  7,  18S8. 

The  parents  of  ]\frs.  Johnson  died  when 
she  was  but  four  years  of  age,  aiul  she  was 
brought  up  by  her  uncle,  John  Peterson,  who 
came  with  her  to  I.ynn  in  July,  1809.  At 
that  time  the  best  hou.se  ho  could  build  for 
temporary  occui)ancy  was  one  made  of  sod, 
and  that  woidd  leak  when  it  i-ained  hard. 
They  lived  in  this  for  some  eight  weeks 
until  he  had  another  and  a  better  one  built. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  wife 
own  land  in  the  towns  of  Acoma,  Hutchin- 
son and  Lynn,  and  two  years  ago  they  pui-- 
chased  two  lots  in  the  village  of  Hutchinson 
for  $300.  He  has  some  stock  which  he  got 
from  an  uncle,  and  now  has  tliirty-ono  head 
of  cattle  and  eight  horses.  Foi'ty  acres  of 
his  land  were  procured  of  his  uncle,  and 
ninety-one  acres  from  his  aunt  Kama  Jans- 
sen  in  Denmark.  They  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church  and  faithful  in  their  relig- 
ious work.  He  is  a  republican  in  his  politics. 
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■M  RVIN  BAGLEY,  the  junior  member  of 
Jp£.  tlie  lumber  iivm  of  W.  Oluunbers  & 
Co..  of  Glencoe,  is  a  native  of  Knox  county, 
Oluo,  born  September  21,  1S3G,  and  is  the 
son  of  Simeon  A.  and  Almira  (Latham) 
Bagley.  He  is  of  pure  Puritan  stock  and 
traces  liis  lineage  to  one  of  the  lirst  famihes 
to  sot  foot  on  tlie  bleak  shores  of  New  Eng- 
land, in  1020.  In  1S3S  the  subject  of  this 
sketcli  was  brought  to  Iowa  and  settled  in 
what  is  now  ]\[uscatine  county.  He  was 
reared  in  that  locality  until  184G,  and  then 
the  fainil3'  removed  to  Cedar  county,  the 
same  State.  In  this  latter  place  he  remained 
until  reaciiing  his  majority,  when  lie  worked 
for  a  year  on  a  farm  in  Madison  county  and 
then  returned  to  Tipton,  Cedar  county,  and 
there  took  charge  of  his  father's  wagon  shop. 
Six  years  later  lie  entered  into  mercantile 
ti'ade  at  which  he  remained  some  twenty 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
came  to  the  village  of  Glencoe,  and  went  in- 
to tlie  lumber  business  with  his  fatiier-in-law, 
and  the  lii'ni  so  formed  exists  to-day.  lie 
was  mari-icdJuly  23,  1803,  to  Mi's.  Shipley, 
formerly  iliss  Nancy  M.  Chambers,  and  they 
have  two  children — Cassias  II.  and  Susie  B. 
JEi-s.  Baglej'  has  by  her  former  marriage  one 
.son — "William  E. 



J^GUR  MARSHAJLL,  a  fine  representative 
jpv^  of  the  sturdy  Saxon  yeomanry  of  Al- 
bion's shores,  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits on  section  1,  of  Winsted  township.  lie 
has  a  beautiful  farm  of  120  acres  of  excellent 
land,  and  the  iniildings  are  of  a  quaint  and 
picturesque  style  of  antique  English  archi- 
tecture and  evinces  excellent  taste  on  the 
part  of  the  owner. 

■Mr.  Marshall  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land, January  25,  1S36,  and  is  tiie  son  of 
John  and  Mary  Marshall,  natives  of  that  isle. 
He  received  but  a  linuted  amount  of  school- 


ing in  his  youth  and  was  early  apprenticed 
to  the  wood  turner's  trade.  At  that  business 
he  Avas  engaged  for  years  in  the  land  of  his 
birth  at  wages  running  from  $5  to  $C  a  week 
and  supported  a  family  on  it. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  his  native  land, 
and  on  Easter  day,  1854,  they  set  sail  for  the 
United  States.  From  April  until  the  autumn 
of  that  year  he  found  employment  in  iron 
mines  of  Michigan  and  then  came  to  McLeod 
county,  Minn.,  and  purchasing  the  place 
where  he  now  lives'  in  Winsted,  commenced 
its  improvement.  Here  he  htis  continued  to 
reside  ever  since  and  has  identified  himself 
with  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
town. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall  are  the  parents  of 
three  children — Eliza,  born  in  England,  July 
1,  1853 ;  Mary  Ann,  born  in  the  same  coun- 
try, October  2,  1855,  and  died  there,  and 
liobert,  born  December  12,  1867.  In  their 
religion  the  family  are  Baptists  and  zealous 
Christian  people.  In  all  political  questions 
the  subject  of  this  memoir  alfiliates  with  the 
re]niblican  party  being  in  accord  with  its 
principles.  Although  not  obtrusive  he  has 
indelibly  stamped  his  individuality  upon  the 
neighborhood  Avhich '  is  the  better  for  his 
presence  here  and  he  receives  the  esteem  of 
all  the  community. 

IM^ON.  LEWIS  HARRINGTON  was  born 
JML  ill  Greene,  Trund)ull  county,  Ohio, 
November  22,  1830.  His  father,  Jbhn  Har- 
rington, moved  to  Ohio  from  Lower  Canada 
in  1817,  having  come  originally  from  Ver- 
mont. His  mother,  Rlioda  Kee,  was  the 
mother  of  seven  children,  of  whom  Lewis 
was  the  youngest. 

Pioneer  life  in  the  wilderness  of  Ohio  at 
that  time  Avas  a  hard  struggle.  A  daj-'s 
journey  from  the  nearest  trading  post,  roads 
mere  paths  through  the  forest,  the  country' 


■McLEOD  COUA'TY,  MINNESOTA. 


547 


heavily  timbered,  the  task  of  conquering 
natural  diificulties  and  building  society  there 
demanded  a  brave  people. 

To  most  children  only  a  common  English 
education  was  possible,  but  by  virtue  of  sacri- 
fice on  the  part  of  his  parents  and  persever- 
ance in  himself  Lewis  Harrington  received  a 
thorough  education.  His  academic  training 
vfas  received  at  Austinburg,  and  his  college 
course  in  Cleveland,  where,  excelling  in 
mathematics,  he  graduated  in  the  course  of 
civil  engineering,  when  about  twenty  j'ears 
of  age.  For  the  following  two  yeai-s  he  was 
engaged  in  railroad  engineering  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Oliio.  In  1854:  he  visited  iiis 
brotiier,  William,  who  had  settled  on  the 
banks  of  Lake  Minnetonka,  Hennepin  county, 
Minn.,  and  decided  then  to  make  his  home  in 
this  State.  Having  served  one  term  as  sur- 
veyor of  Hennepin  county,  in  the  fall  of 
1855,  togetiier  with  the  Hutchinson  brothers 
and  othere,  ho  made  a  trip  through  the  "Big 
Woods,"  and  located  a  settlement  on  the 
present  site  of  Hutchinson,  where  in  the 
spring  of  185G  he  took  up  his  permanent  resi- 
dence. 

He  was  the  pioneer  postmaster,  surveyor 
and  hotel-keeper,  and  heartily  engaged  in 
every  enterprise  that  tended  to  build  up  the 
town. 

Hutchinson  was  then  one  of  the  extreme 
frontier  posts  of  northwest  emigration, 
and  was  reaping  the  advantage  of  a  large 
number  of  real  settlers,  bringin";  nionev  and 
stock,  courage  and  enterprise,  wlien  the 
crash  of  185Y  swept  from  the  money  centei-s 
of  the  East  to  the  most  extreme  settler  of 
the  AVest.  All  business  was  paralyzed  in  a 
day.  Then  hard  times  meant  a  struggle  for 
bread,  for  Minnesota  was  dependent  on  the 
grain  of  Hlinois  for  subsistence,  and  it  must 
be  hauled  over  wretched  roads  from  the 
rivers  in  summer,  or  from  the  railroad  at  La 
Crosse  in  Avinter. 

•Through  these  hard  times  Lewis  Harring- 


ton, simple  in  habits,  full  of  hope,  fertile  in 
resources,  stimulating  others  to  persevere  by 
his  example,  \vas  undaunted.  In  the  wintdr 
of  185G-51'  he  surveyed  a  State  road  from 
Watertown  to  Forest  City,  theii  the  count}-^ 
seat  of  Meeker  county,  and  in  after  yeai-s 
had  several  contracts  for  Government  sur- 
veys through  the  State.  The  excellent  sys- 
tem of  roads  which  radiate  from  Hutcliinson 
like  tlie  spolces  of  a  wheel,  are  due  to  his 
judgment.  On  the  breaking  out  of  tlie  war, 
in  18G1,  tlie  question  of  dut}'  weighed  heavi- 
ly upon  Mr.  Harrington.  Naturally  ])ati'i<)tic 
and  brave,  clearly  seeing  the  question  in- 
volved in  the  contest,  all  his  impulses  led  him 
to  the  front,  yet  other  interests  equally  im- 
portant, and  counsels  of  friends,  seemed  to  Jlx 
his  post  of  duty  and  of  danger  here.  Nor  did 
he  wait  longtosee  the  wisdom  of  his  decision. 
The  Sioux  massacre  of  August,1802,  swept  the 
frontier  of  Minnesota  its  entire  length,  and 
tried  abundantly  the  courage  of  all  settlei's. 
Among  the  very  few  settlements  that  were 
not  abandoned  Avas  Hutchinson.  As  soon 
as  the  outbreak  was  known,  a  company 
of  militia  was  formed,  with  Lewis  Ilarrini'- 
ton  as  captain.  A  stockade  was  built,  from 
which  the  village  Avas  defended.  The  4th 
of  September,  18G2,  this  company  success- 
fully withstood  the  attack  of  Little  Crow  and 
his  band,  saving  about  half  the  town  from 
destruction.  During  the  following  year, 
which  Avas  one  of  even  greater  danger,  ]\[r. 
Harrington  remained  at  his  post  until  the 
hostile  Sioux  were  removed  by  the  Govern- 
ment beyond  the  Missouri  river. 

In  18GG-G8  he  Avas  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature,  and  afterwards  became  interested 
in  railroad  lands  in  the  counties  of  AVriu'lit, 
Stearns,  Meeker,  Kandiyohi  and  Swift,  where 
he  was  instrumental  in  establishing  scores  of 
happy  homes. 

On  December  27,  1S57,  he  was  niarrioil 
to  Ellen  lA..  Pendcrgast,  who  was  born  in 
Durham,  N.  II.,  Ma}'  Ui,  18;3(),  had  come  to 
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Milwaukee  in  1855,  and  accompanied  lier 
brother  William  to  Hutchinson  in  the  spring 
of  1S57.  She  was  tiie  daughter  of  the  late 
Soioinon  Pendergnst,  wiiose  family  was 
among  the  lirst  to~scttie  in  Hutchinson. 
It  was  tlirougli  tlie  Jieroic  efforts  of  Mrs. 
Lewis  Harrington,  l\rrs.  William  Harrington 
and  'Ish'A.  Hiivid  Ells,  that  the  company  of 
militia  before  mentioned  was  raised  for  the 
defenso  of  tlie  village  after  tiie  men  liad 
given  the  matter  u)>.  and  it  Jiad  been  deter- 
mined to  seek  safety  elsewhere.  ]\[artha  A, 
born  in  1S58,  and  William  E.,  ijorn  in  18G0, 
are  tiie  only  children. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  winter  of 
1883-84-,  Mr.  Harrington  was  engaged  in 
locating  timber  land  in  Washington  Terri- 
tory, and  in  the  summer  following  added  to 
it  a  Government  surveying  contract  —  a  sur- 
vey which  was  opposed  by  the  Indians,  tliey 
having  di-iven  off  two  iiarties  before  Mr. 
JIarrington  arrived.  Ho  immediately  called 
a  council  of  the  chiefs,  and  succeeded  in 
gaining  tlieir  consent  to  proceed  with  the 
survey.  On  the  lith  of  August,  on  Skagitt 
river,  about  150  miles  north  of  Seattle, 
whence  iiis  family  had  accompanied  him, 
lie  Avas  killed  by  a  fall  fi-om  a  ]irecipice, 
caused  by  the  giving  way  of  the  i-ock  The 
following  is  from  the  pen  of  the  Hon.  Lib- 
erty Hall,  for  many  years  editor  of  the 
Glencoe  liegister: 

"  For  nearly  thirty  years  Mr.  Harrington 
has  stood  in  the  very  front  rank  of  tlie  more 
prominent  men  of  JEcLeod  count}^  and  his 
name  is  Avritten  on  every  page  of  its  history. 
He  was  one,  if  not  the  leader,  of  tiie  advance 
gua,rd  that  planted  the  standard  of  civiliza- 
tion in  this  beautiful  valley,  and  from  that 
day,  to  tlie  hour  of  liis  death,  lie  devoted  the 
best  energies  of  his  life  to  advancing  that 
standard  higher  and  still  higher.  He  was 
the  friend  and  su]iporter  of  every  movement 
that  had  for  its  end  the  elevation  and  im- 
])roveinent  of  the  society  in  which  he  lived. 


It  is  for  his  manly  loyalty  to  his  home,  his 
people,  his  county  and  his  State,  that  we  do 
now,  and  always  shall,  honor  his  memory." 

J^'^ERDINAND  _BASEMAN.  a  successful 
and  leading  farmer  of  Acoma  town- 
ship, living  on  section  20,  first  saw  the  light 
in  Prussia,  August  31,  1828,  and  is  the  son 
of  Fi-ed  and  Dorothea  (Pipcorn)  Baseman. 
When  he  was  yet  a  small  child  the  family 
immig?-ated  to  the  United  States  and  settled 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  but  shortly  after 
removed  to  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  where 
they  lived  for  several  years.  The  father  was 
a  blacksmith  and  worked  at  his  tratle.  In 
an  early  day  they  went  to  Milwaukee,  Avlien 
tlierc  were  at  that  place  only  three  small 
stores,  a  small  warehouse  and  a  couple  of 
dwelling  houses.  Indians  were  plenty  there 
at  that  time,  and  the  whites  were  so  few 
that  the  ftather  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir 
could  not  procure  anything  to  do  at  his  trade, 
and  worked  around  at  wiiatever  he  could  find 
for  three  or  four  years,  and  then  moved  out 
into  the  countrv  and  commenced  farming,  a 
vocation  he  followed  for  thirty  years,  in 
connection  with  liis  trade. 

Ferdinand  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade 
with  his  father,  and  worked  with  him  for 
some  years.  February  28,  1867,  he  Avas 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anstina 
^Schmailingj',  who  was  born  in  Prussia,  De- 
cember 20, 1836,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Caroline  Schmailing,  natives  of  Prussia. 
In  ISGS  he  and  liis  family  moved  to  Minne- 
sota, and  he  purchased  a  farm  on  sections  19 
and  20  in  Acoma  township,  this  county, 
where  he  now  lives  and  owns  166  acres  of 
fine  land.  He  is  the  parent  of  six  living 
children,  as  follows — Fred,  born  February  7, 
1859;  Frank,  born  July  16,  1860;  AVilliani, 
born  September  15,  1866;  Helena,  born  De- 
cember 22,  1867;  Henry,  born  February  15, 
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i876  ;  and  John,  born  June  15,  18TS.  Fi-ank 
married  Miss  Martlia  Scliletter,  and  lives  in 
Hutchinson.  Besides  these,  Mr.  Baseman 
has  buried  ten  children.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Lutlieran  cliurch,  and  in  his  politics  is  a 
democrat.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  super- 
visor of  the  town  and  that  of  school  director 
in  the  district.  Hs  is  a  very  popular  and 
esteemed  citizen,  and  one  of  the  most  indus- 
trious and  painstaking  farmers  in  tiie  town, 
and  rapidh'  improving  his  condition  finan- 
ciail}'. 


'OHN  HOODECHECl^,  an  enterprising 
fai-mer  of  tiio  town  of  Uutcliinson,  is 
a  native  of  Bohemia,  Austi'ia,  and  was  born 
in  June,  1841.  He  was  reared  in  the  land  of 
his  birtii,  and  there  made  his  home  beneath 
the  sunny  skies  of  that  beautiful  land  of  the 
lower  Danube  until  he  was  some  thirteen 
yeai-s  of  age.  At  that  time  his  parents,  Joiin 
and  Helena  (Oiiva)  Hoodeciieck,  decided  to 
leave  their  native  land,  and  to  seek  in  the 
country  of  the  free  America  the  liberty  of 
action  and  tlie  chance  of  acquiring  a  compe- 
tence that  is  denied  the  inhabitant  of  the 
overcrowded  old  world,  and  embarked  for 
the  United  States  with  their  family.  Tiiey 
landed  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  1855, 
from  Avhence  tliey  came  to  Eacine,  Eacine 
county,  "Wis.,  and  in  the  latter  place  made 
tlioir  home  until  1807.  At  tlie  last  named 
date  John  moved  to  McLeod  county,  Minn., 
and  located  upon  section  23  in  tlie  soutlieast 
part  of  Hutchinson  townsiiip,  whei-e  he  lias 
remained  ever  since.  During  the  late  Civil 
War,  that  desti'oyed  so  many  of  tlie  youtii  of 
this  fair  land,  the  patriotic  anlor  for  the  land 
of  his  adoption  that  burned  in  tiie  breast  of 
our  subject  led  him  to  enlist  in  the  arm}^  of 
the  Union,  and  he  joined  Company  H, 
Twenty -Second  "Wisconsin  Infantry,  and 
served  most  valiantly  for  three  years.  With 


that  gallant  regiment  he  participated  in  all 
the  hardships  and  campaigns  of  that  event- 
ful period,  and  did  his  full  duty  in  the  defense 
of  the  Union.  After  suffering  the  trials  iuid 
tribulations  of  a  soldier's  life,  and  exposing 
his  breast  to  the  deadly  bullet  and  shrieking 
shell  he -was  discharged  Juno  12,  1805,  and 
returned  to  his  home. 

The  subject  of  this  personal  history  was 
united  in  marriage  in  Februiiry,  18fi8,  with 
Miss  Anna  Urban,  a  native  of  the  heautiful 
])lains  of  Bohemia,  and  the  daughter  of 
Wencle  and  Josephine  Urban,  and  as  the 
result  of  their  uni(m,  they  have  a  family  of 
four  children — William  J.,  born  January  8, 
1809;  Frank,  born  Ai)ril  20,  1871;  Anna, 
born  February  7,  lb73;  and  Joseph,  born 
March  21;,  1879,  all  of  whom  are  living.  In 
his  ])olitics  our  subject  i:^  a  democrat  and  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  candidates  of  that 
party.  Ho  has  a  lino  farm  of  181  acres  of 
land,  and  is  a  leading  and  inlluontial  citizen 
of  the  community. 


^^NTHONY  CORNIEA.  Among  the  very 
J^^L  earliest  settlers  of  AIcLeod  county 
is  the  gentleman  of  whom  this  sketch  is 
written.  He  is  a  resident  of  the  town  of 
Helen,  on  section  21,  where  he  located  in 
1855,  thirty-three  years  ago.  With  him  at 
that  time  came  his  father  and  brother,  Greg- 
ory and  Dennis,  and  when  they  arrived  hero 
they- found  but  one  man  in  the  town,  Duncan 
McDougal.  They  put  up  their  shanty  and 
then  commenced  clearing  up  tiie  land  and 
succeeded  in  getting  .something  like  two 
acres  in  a  condition  to  put  in  a  crop  the 
following  spring.  Butting  in  corn  and  ])o- 
tatoes  he  harvested  a  small  amount  of  the 
latter,  but  the  corn  was  destroyed  by  frost. 
That  winter  he  went  to  the  lower  settle- 
ments, where  he  found  employment  in  chop- 
ping wood  to  make  a  living.    He  returned 
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in  blie  spring  and  ngiiin  essiiyed  to  get  a 
crop  and  succeeded  very  well.  Times  be- 
gan to  grow  better  witli  iiiin  until  tlie  In- 
dian ontbreak  in  1S02,  and  when  tliey  iieard 
the  news  in  Helen  tlie  snbject  of  onr  slcetcli 
and  his  fatliei"  anil  brotlier  piled  wiiat  they 
conld  of  their  belongings  on  the  only  wagon 
tiioy  had  and  started  for  Carver.  Passing 
tlirougli  tiiat  village  he  took  his  family  to 
IJlooniington,  Hennepin  county,  and  leaving 
them  there  returned  to  his  farm.  After  he 
Ijad  been  back  a  couple  of  days  he  was  told 
tliat  there  was  a  fort  at  Glencoe,  and  on  his 
going  there  to  see  had  a  gun  put  in  liis  hands, 
and  put  on  guard.  With  him  at  his  house 
were  Lewis  Henry  and  Joseph  Clements,  and 
the  tlu'ce  would  woi'k  and  stand  guard  in 
turn.  After  about  .six  weeks  of  tiiis  kind  of 
suspense  the  soldiers  suppressed  the  trouble 
and  T\rr.  C.  brought  his  family  back  to  their 
home. 

The  snbject  of  this  memoir  was  born  in 
Canada,  January  15,  1S2C,  and  is  the  son  of 
Gregory  Pornica.  He  was  married  Novem- 
ber 15,  1S53,  and  the  following  spi'ing  came 
to  tho  States  as  mentioned  above.  His  wife, 
■who  was  formerly  Jfiss  Louise  La  Vellee,  is 
the  mother  of  twelve  children.  '  ^ 



#EORGE  M.  NELSON,  one  of  the  lead- 
ing attorneys  of  JMcLcod  county,  is 
located  at,  the  thriving  village  of  Glencoe. 
JIo  was  born  in  Denmark,  December  15, 
1850,  and  is  the  son  of  Soren  and  Maria 
(l^etcrson')  Nelson.  Our  suliject  was  reared 
beneath  his  nativeskies  until  luj  had  attained 
tlie  age  of  ten  years,  but  in  tlie  spring  of 
18(m  his  ])ar(.'nts  with  their  four  children 
left  their  homo  and  sought  on  loreign  shores 
thcfortuno  denied  tiiem  in  the  hind  of  their 
birth.  Crossing  the  stormy  Atlantic  they 
landed  at  Quebec,  Canada,  about  tlie  Inst  of 
!May,  and  from  there  came  direct  to  Minne- 


sota. Remaining  in  Mankato  through  the 
summer,  before  frost,  after  purchasing  a 
wagon,  oxen,  cows  and  what  household 
goods  they  needed,  they  started  in  searcli  of 
a  home.  The  father  •  had  but  little  idea 
where  he  would  settle,  but  with  two  otlier 
parties  pushed  on  into  the  State.  Thesciison 
hiul  been  very  wet  and  as  at  that  time  there 
wci-e  no  roads  to  speak  of,  or  few  bridges, 
the  little  party  had  to  cross  the  sloughs  and 
creeks  as  best  they  conld.  Sometiines  tliey 
would  unload  the  wagons  and  carry  the  stuff 
across  the  worst  places  on  their  backs,  as  the 
mud  was  so  deep  and  soft  that  the  oxen 
could  h.ai-dly  draw  the  empty  wagons. 
Traveling  in  this  way,  enduring  many  priva- 
tions and  much  discomfort  for  some  three 
weeks,  they  reached  a  point  near  Hutchin- 
son, where  the  elder  Mr.  Nelson  purchased 
some  wild  land  on  section  2,  in  tlie  town  of 
Lynn,  and  settled  down  to  tlie  hard  life  of 
a  Western  fanner.  He  soon  put  up  a  house 
for  his  family  and  commenced  to  get  in  hay 
enough  to  cai  ry  the  stock  through  the  win- 
ter, and  break  a  little  of  the  prairie  sod. 
Ujion  the  place  which  he  thus  settled  lie 
lived  until  188(1,  when  he  removed  to  the 
village  of  Hutchinsoit,  wiiere  he  now  lives 
in  comfort  and  ease. 

George  M.  Nelson  remained  at  home  with 
his  parents  until  1879,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the' excellent  .schools  of  Hutchinson. 
He  had  taught  some  two  or  three  terms  of 
school  in  this  county  during  the  time  he  was 
in  attendance  upon  the  latter  educational 
institution.  The  profession  of  teacher  ho 
then  followed  regularly  until  1879,  at  which 
lime  he  entered  the  law  department  of  the 
University  of  Micliigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
During  the  two  previous  years  he  had 
studied  la  w  in  the  olKce  of  J.  V.  V.  Lewis, 
at  Hutchinson,  while  engaged  in  the  duties 
of  his  tutorship,  and  helping  carry  on  the 
family  farm.  He  was  graduated  by  the 
university    in  1881,  when  he  returned  to 
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Hutchinson  and  formed  a  partnership  Avitii 
his  former  instructor,  undertbe  firm  name  of 
Lewis  &  Nelson,  Avith  whom  he  remained 
until  1885.  In  tlie  fall  of  1884  Mr.  Nelson 
was  elected  to  fill  tiio  oifice  of  county  at- 
torney on  the  republican  ticket,  having  a 
majority  of  170.  Tliig,  in  a  county  that  is 
usually  600  Democratic,  is  a  sufficient 
criterion  of  the  estimation  in  wliich  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch  is  held  in  the  community. 
In  the  fall  of  1885  the  partnership  with  Mr. 
lewis  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Kelson  re- 
moved to  Glencoe.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he 
was  re  elected  to  the  same  office  by  a  plural- 
ity of  over  900  and  still  holds  it.  He  has  a 
well-stocked  library,  covering  some  400  vol- 
umes. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  united  in  marriage  De- 
cember Y,  1882,  with  Miss  Ina  I.  Keeler,  a 
daugliter  of  John  and  Eachel  ^^Iw,  of 
Buffalo,  "Wright  county. 

=  ■  ■«>•  •^^j'-'fr— ^ 

^^  DWARD  EVANS,  who  is  carrying  on 
farming  on  section  27,  in  the  town 
of. Collins,  lias  a  fine  place  of  160  acres, 
which,  notwithstanding  his  early  ill-luck,  he 
has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  is  ranked-  with  the  well-to-tlo  men  of 
the  county;  He  came  to  Collins  in  the 
spring  of  1874  and  purchased  his  present 
place,  but  rented  another  farm,  which  he 
commenced  to  cultivate.  As  soon  as  ho 
had. his  crop  in  the  ground  he  began  break- 
ing on  his  own  farm,  and  got  about  thirty 
acres  of  it  plowed.  Their  crops  for  several 
years  consecutively  were  destroyed  by  the 
grasshoppers,  and  he  and  his  family  were 
forced  to  endure  many  hardships  and  pri- 
vations that  were  unavoidable  under  the 
circumstances.  J3y  excellent  manngement, 
however,  he  pulled  through,  but  it  was  con- 
siderable of  a  drawback  on  him. 
Mr.  Evans  was  born  in  Enfield,  N.  IT., 


March  3, 1813,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles  and 
Fannie  (Wells)  Evans,  who  were  also  natives 
of  the  "  Old  Granite  State."  When  he  was 
about  six  years  old  tlie  family  moved  to 
Stanstead  county,  Quebec,  Can.,  and'located 
on  a  fai-m.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
that  vicinity,  and  there  remained  until  com- 
pleting his  majority,  when  he  commenced 
the  battle  of  lii'o  on  his  own  account.  He 
wont  into  the  woods,  and  was  engaged  in 
lumbering  for  a  period  of  twelve  yeai-s,  pjirt 
of  the  time  devoting  a  share  of  his  attention 
to  farming. 

Being  married  to  Miss  Ruth  J.  Stevens, 
May  23,  1843,  lie  settled  <lown  on  his  farm 
there  and  made  it  his  hoiuc  until  1808,  at 
which  time  he  sold  out  his  interests  there 
and  removed  to  Columbia  county.  Wis., 
where  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits 
until  coining  to  this  county.  Ho  and  his 
wife  are  the  parents  of  four  living  children, 
having  buried  two  that  died  in  their  infancy, 
Leora,  the  eldest,  was  born  Afarcli  10,  1844, 
and  is  a  teacher  in  Wisconsin ;  Albert,  the 
eldest  son,  is  now  living  in  Stillwater; 
Charles  E.  was  born  February  14,  1856, 
married  Miss  Emma  Lee,  and  is  the  jjarent 
of  two  boys  —  Leon  Rosello  andjilbert  B. 
He  resides  on  the  farm  with  his  father,  and 
assists  in  its  management.  A  younger  daugh- 
ter is  married,  and  is  living  in  Hector,  Minn. 

TMiTARRY  L.  MERRILL,  the  lUMncipal  of 
'JL%JL  '■''0  llutcliin.-,ou  schools,  was  born  at 
Auburn,  Me.,  Ootol)cr  27,  1857,  and  is  the 
son  of  Albert  L.  and  Esther  J.  (LiitlciieUn 
■^forrill.  Botii  of  his  parents  were  natives 
of  Maine,  also,  and  died  when  the  subject 
of  this  memoir  was  but  three  years  of  ago. 
The  latter  was  talcen  cliiirge  of  by  a  pater- 
nal uncle,  witii  whom  he  made  his  lioiiie 
until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years.    He  received  his  education,  in 
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his  earlier  Ijoyiioocl,  in  tlie  public  scliools  of 
that  State.  In  187G  he  matriculated  at  Bales 
college,  Lcwiston,  Me.,  and  was  graduated 
bv  that  institution  in  1880.  For  the  follow- 
ing two  years  onr  subject  was  engiiged  in 
toiicliing  school,  and  in  reading  law  in  his  na- 
tive State,  but  in  1882,  being  determined  to 
follow  the  advice  of  the  "  Sage  of  Chappa- 
qua"  and  seek  in  the  West  his  fortune,  he 
came  to  Minneapolis  in  February  of  that 
year.  After  four  weeks  spent  in  teaching  in 
a  business  college  there  he  accepted  the 
principalship  of  the  schools  at  Hutchinson, 
where  he  is  at  the  present  writing.  Three 
days  after  ai'riving  hero  he  was  prostrated 
i)y  a  severe  attack  of  inlhimniation  of  the 
lungs  and  for  the  space  of  three  months  was 
unable  to  attend  to  his  duties.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1882,  however,  he  took  charge  of  the 
educational  institutions  of  the  village  and  has 
continued  in  that  position  ever  since. 

J\rr.  ^Mcri'ill  was  united  in  nuirriage  June 
30,1880,  with  !Miss  Martha  A.  Harrington, 
a  native  of  this  county,  l)orn  November  20, 
1858,  and  the  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Ellen 
M.  Harrington,  who  were  among  tlic  earliest 
settlei's  in  this  vicinity,  and  of  wliomasketch 
apijcai-s  elsewhere  in  this  At.nuM. 

—  

[dHN  W.  klSNER,  a  farmer  of  the  tow^n 
of  Penn,  living  on  section  7,  where  he 
settled  on  coming  here  in  IbOi),  has  a  line 
farm  of  180  acres  of  land.  He  is  devoting 
his  attenti<m  to  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  giving  the  preference,  in  the  latter 
to  IFolstein  cattle  and  Norman  horses.  He 
has  made  all  the  improvements  on  his  place, 
erecting  the  buildings,  which  are  most  ex- 
cellent, setting  out  trees,  etc. 

Mr.  Kisner  is  a  native  of  Lewis  county, 
N".  Y.,  born  September  20,  1841,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  ai\d  Elect?.  (Gilbert)  Kisntfl^ 


His  parents  were  also  born  in  the  "  Empire 
State,"  and,  in  1855,  removed  to  Fond  du 
Lac  county,  AVis.  Our  subject  was  reared 
partlj'  in  New  York  and  partly  in  "Wisconsin, 
as  he  was  some  fourteen  years  of  age  Avhen 
the  removal  took  ])lace.  After  iinishing  his 
education  he  drove  the  stage  from  Fond  du 
Lac  to  Sheboygan,  and  from  the  latter  to 
Milwaukee  for  over  two  years.  In  Septem- 
ber. ISGl,  the  father  and  son  both  enlisted  in 
the  Eighteenth  "Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  front.  On  the  bloody  field  of 
Shiloh,  April  0, 1862.  the  father  was  mortally 
wounded,  and  died  from  the  same  May  30, 
following.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  after 
passing  scathless  through  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing's fire,  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
skirmish  that  preceded  the  capture  of  Corinth, 
and  was  discharged.  lie  returned  to  his 
home  in  the  "  Badger  State,"  and  there  made 
liis  home  until  coming  to  this  county.  With 
him  came  his  Avidowed  mother. 

Mr.  Kisner  was  married,  July  4,  1876,  at 
Glencoc,  to  Miss  Mernio  O,  Buckland,  a 
native  of  Fond  du  Lao  county,  Wis.,  born  in 
1857,  and  a  graduate  of  the  high  solioul  of 
that  place.  B}'^  this  union  there  have  been 
born  the  following  children  —  Angie  E,, 
Sherman  J.,  Otto  M.  and  Sadie  I.  Mr.  K.  is 
re])ublican  in  his  politics,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  !R[asonic  fraternity  and  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Kepublic. 

1^  RAN  CIS  FREDERICK  LESTER,  a  rep- 
'Ip^  resentative  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  this  county,  is  still  a  resident  of 
the  town  of  I3ergen,  where  his  parents  settled 
on  first  coming  to  this  part  of  the  State.  He 
was  born  in  DuPage  county,  HI.,  January 
21,  1847,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Maria 
Lester,  a  history  of  whom  is  to  bo  found 
elsewhere  in  the  pages  of  this  volume.  Ilis 
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parents  removed  to  Winnebago  county,  Wis., 
in  his  infancy  and  from  there  to  Manitowoc, 
in  the  same  State.   In  tlie  latter  place  he  re- 
mained until  June,  1856,  when  he  came  with 
the  family  to  this  county,  and  settled  on 
what  is  now  called  "Lester's  Prairie,"  Avhich 
was  named  after  his  mother,  the  lirst  white 
woman  to  tread  its  soil.   They  located  there 
in  August  on  the  southwest  corner  of  section 
2,  on  the  iifteenth  day  of  the  month,  and 
there  the  subject  of  our  memoir  luis  resided 
most  of  the  time  since.   lie  drew  his  educa- 
tion from  the  district  schools  that  soon 
sprang  into  existence,  and  Avas  reared  upon 
tlie  farm.   About  the  time  of  the  Indian 
massacre  of  1862  the  home  farm  was  rented 
and  the  family  removed  to  Hutchinson,  that 
the  children  might  have  better  educational 
facilities,  and  were  there  at  the  time  of  the 
outbreak  and  attack.   As  their  house,  hay 
and  all  household  effects  were  burned,  they 
removed  to  Cook  county.  111.,  where  they 
remained  some  six  years.    Returning  to  this 
county  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  our 
subject-again  took  up  the  thread  of  his  life 
here,  and  engaged  in  the  avocatjons  of  the 
farmer.   Since  that  time  he  has  followed 
this  calling  and  has  also  operated  a  threshing 
machine. 

January  4,  1875,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Packer,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  P.  Packer,  of  Bei-gen  township, 
and  who  was  born  in  Clarion  county,  Pa. 
January  2,  1856.  By  this  union  they  have 
had  onechild,  Walter  Jerome,  born  February 
9,  1876.  Like  all  the  early  settlers  Mr. 
Lester  has  had  the  usual  hard  experiences 
tliat  inevitably  fall  to  the  lot  of  all  pioneers, 
and  has  in  the  early  days  of  his  life  dug  tons 
of  ginseng,  with  the  proceeds  of  which  the 
family  was  meagerly  supported.  Botii  ho 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
church  and  are  consistent  Christian  people. 
In  his  political  views  he  alRliatcs  with  the 
democi-atic  pai-ty. 


JTEREMIAH  nobles,  one  of  the  oldest 
M  settlers  in  tlio  county  and  one  of  the 
leading  agricultui'ists  of  Sumter  township, 
came  hero  in  May,  1850,  and  took  his  claini 
on  section  25,  whore  he  is  still  living.  The 
land  was  in  its  i)ristino  stale  of  wildness, 
but  by  his  industry  and  energy  he  has 
brought  it  to  a  high  state  of  tillage,  lie  is 
giving  a  portion  of  his  attention  to  the  rear- 
ing of  good  stock  and  carries  on  general  farm- 
ing, lie  put  up  his  log  cabin  in  the  same 
month  he  came  here  and  was  the  first  one  to 
make  a  permanent  settlement  in  the  town. 

M.V.  Nobles  was  born  in  the  town  ofCicoro, 
Otsego  county,  N.  Y.,  January  28,  1828,  and 
is  the  son  of  William  B.  and  ]\Iaria  (Clia.se) 
Nobles.  His  father  was  born  in  lylassachu 
setts  and  his  mother  was  a  native  of  the 
"Empire  State."  Shortly  after  the  birth  of 
our  subject  they  removed  to  Ohio,  and  in  a 
few  more  years  to  Chicago,  where  the  elder 
Mr,  Nobles  kept  a  grocery  store  foi*  some 
three  yeai-s.  The  latter  died  on  a  farm  in 
Cook  county.  III.,  in  1837,  but  his  widow,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  still  survives  hini.  She 
came  to  this  county  in  1850  with  her  eldest 
son,  Daniel,  and  here  nnikes  her  home.  She 
was  born  in  1807,  and  is  the  first  in  the 
family  of  Daniel  Chase,  a  farmer.  She  was 
the  mother  of  six  children— Daniel,  Au- 
gustus (deceased),  Jeremiah,  Wdliam  B.  (de- 
ceased), Jane  (deceased)  and  Alexander,  a 
resident  of  Glencoe. 

After  attending  school  in  Cook  county,  111., 
b'oth  in  Chicago  and  in  the  country,  the 
subject  of  this  memoir,  at  the  ago  of  sixteen 
years,  took  up  his  life  work,  and  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  which  he  has  followed 
ever  since.  lie  was  nuu-ried  April  22,  1852, 
in  Cook  county,  to  ]\Iiss  Sarah  llnlett-  who 
was  boi'u  in  Hebron,  Washington  county,  K. 
Y.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Ilcsolved  and  De- 
laney  (Sweet)  Ifulott.  natives  of  Connecliout 
and  New  York,  respectively.  Her  father 
emigrated  to  Illinois,  where  he  died  in  lS(i5. 
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Ilcr  inotlior  died  in  Now  York  in  3844,  liav- 
ing  been  tlie  parent,  of  seven  children— David, 
Laura,  Harvey,  l^ctsey,  Sarali.  ISaniuel  and 
Warron.  Mrs.  Nobles  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  and 
came  to  Illinois  in  1848.  J5y  tiieir  marriage 
Mr.  and  2^Irs.  Nobles  are  tiie  parents  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  tho  following  is  the  rec- 
ord—Cornelia, Mrs.  John  Cutler,  lives  in 
Sumter;  Augusta,  Mrs.  Theron  Ackerman, 
resides  in  Now  Westminster,  British  Col- 
umbia;  Nelson,  who  married  Miss  Villa 
Jones,  lives  in  Sumter;  Lovenda/now  Mrs. 
Orrin  Fostoi-.  of  New  Iloclcford,  D.  T. ; 
Flora,  Emerson,  Edson,  Marshall,  Jennie  and 
Wealthy. 

Mr.  Nobles  is  a  Jiepublican  in  his  politics 
and  has  hold  several  of  tho  local  olKces 
among  which  have  been  those  of  supervisor, 
school  <lirector  and  constable,  lie  is  a  mem- 
ber of  tho  Masonic  fniternity  and  of  the 
Wrand  Army  of  tho  llcpublic.  lie  enlisted 
in  January,  18(i5,  iu  Company  L,  First  Min- 
nesota Ueavy  Artillery,  and  was  stationed  at 
Chattanooga,  Tonn.,  where  he  remained  un- 
til mustered  out,  in  October  tho  same  year. 

■'^C^ILLIAM  C.  RUSSELL,  the  treas- 
ymL  "'"or  of  McLeod  county,  and  a 
resident  of  Glencoe,  is  a  native  of  Sherburne, 
Chenango  county,  N.  Y.,  born  April  12, 
1834,  and  the  son  of  Simeon  and  Matilda 
(I)arfoe)  ^^lssc^l.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  the  State  ol  ^rassachusetts,  who  had  re- 
moved to  tho  "Empire  State," and  purchased 
a  farm  where  our  subject  was  born,  and 
where  tho  father  lived  until  called  away  by 
death. 

William  0.  remained  at  homo  until  he  was 
some  twenty-two  years  of  age,  enjoying  in 
his  boyhood  the  advantages  of  the  common 
schools  of  tho  district  and  one  term  at  Ham- 
ilton college.   In  his  younger  manhood  ho 
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taught  several  terms  of  school,  but  linally 
loft  homo  and  entered  into  the  employ  of  a 
l)atent  medicine  company,  having  charge  of 
the  delivery  and  collection  in  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Eastern 
Illinois.  He  followed  this  for  four  years,  but 
in  the  spring  of  1862  organized  a  company 
of  men  for  the  Ufiited  States  army,  he  to 
have  the  position  of  First  Lieutenant,  but 
tho  severe  sickness  of  his  wife  prevented  his 
carrying  out  his  intention.  Purchasing  a 
farm,  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until 
18G4,  when  ho  built  a  cheese  factory  at 
Poolsville,  Madison  county,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
mained in  that  business  until  October,  1868, 
when  tho  structure  burned  down,  making  a 
loss  of  $6,000,  only  a  small  portion  of  which 
was  insured.  The  sprinn;  of  1869  he  started  * 
for  Minnesota,  and  upon  his  arrival  located" 
at  DelanOj  Wright  county,  and  speculated  in 
lands,  but  tl«)  next  spring  came  to  Glencoo, 
and  settled.  In  the  spring  of  1871  lie  took 
charge  of  a  cheese  factory  some  eight  or 
nine  miles  from  tho  village,  built  by  a  stock 
company,  and  followed  this  business  for  some 
throe  years.  In  1874  he  went  to  Renvillo 
county,  and,  in  company  with  Alexander 
Leo,  i)urchased  400  acres  of  land  and  broU-e 
170  acres  of  it.  Putting  it  into  wheat,  tho 
crop  was  destroyed  by  grasshoppers.  Tho 
next  yoar,was  but  little  better  and  ho  grew 
tired  of  farming,  so  went  into  stock  trade 
and  followed  it  until  1883,  when  he  was 
elected  county  treasui-er.  Ho  was  re-elected 
'in  1886  to  the  same  oilice. 

Mr.  Ilussell  was  united  in  marriage  April 
10,  1860,  with  Miss  Avaline  Baker,  but  she 
Avas  cilled  from  him  by  the  angel  of  death  in 
1S68.  He  was  again  married  April  11-,  1878, 
to  3Iiss  Lovica  Carr,  a  native  of  Madison 
county,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Russell  is  a  democi'at 
politically,  and  has  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  court  commissioner  four  j'ears, 
and  treasurer  two  terms.  He  is  a  member 
of  tho  Masonic  fraternity  being  senior  war- 
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den  of  the  lodge ;  a  member  of  Glencoo 
chapter.  He  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
bank  of  Glencoe. 

•  ■»>  'S^^'  <"  ' 

i^HRISTIAN  C.  NELSON,  u  thrifty  and 
energetic  farmer  of  Lynn  township, 
living  on  section  24,  is  a  native  of  West- 
ern Denmark,  born  November  16,  1854,  and 
is  the  son  of  Neis  and  Gary  (Ghristianson) 
Michelson,.  He  was  i-eared  jn  his  native 
land  until  18Y1,  when  he  came  to  this  coun- 
try with  his  parents.  The  family,  on  land- 
ing on  the  hospitable  shore?  of  America, 
came  directly  to  McLeod  county,  and  in  the 
,  town  of  Lynn  tlie  father  rented  a  farm  and 
tilled  it  for  two  years  and  then  puroiiased  it. 

Christian  and  liis  two  brothers  assisted 
their  father  intiie  cultivation  of  the  paternal 
acres  and  helped  develop  tiie resources  of  the 
land  and  also  worked  out  until  marriage. 
October  16,  18Y9,  Christian  took  unto  him- 
self a  wife  in  the  person  of  Miss  Katie  Peter- 
son, the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  Peter- 
son, a  native  of  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  who 
was  born  August  16,  1859.  At  the  time  of 
this  event  he  purchased  the  eighty  acres  of 
land  he  owns  on  section  24  and  there 
ho  and  his  young  wife  sot  up  housekeop- 
int"  for  themselves.  The  fates  have  smiled 
upon  his  efforts,  and  he  has  succeeded 
in  his  endeavors  to  establish  a  home  in  the 
truest  sense  of  the  word.  He  htisa  neat  and 
tasty  cottage,  with  a  good  bai'n  and  excellent 
out-buildings,  and  the  surrounilingsmanifest 
the  cai'e  and  thrift  of  the  owner  and  the 
management  of  his  estimable  life  companion. 
They  are  the  happy  parents  of  two  children, 
as  follows :  Marin  us  Peter,  born  February. 
25,1881,  and  Caroline,  born  September  13, 
1886.  Although  a  young  man  in  years  Mr. 
Kelson  is  quite  influential  in  the  community 
and  has  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


WILLIAM  S.  GOSNELL.  one  of  the  old- 
est settlers  ofliEcLeocl  County,  and 
one  of  its  most  respected  citizens,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  the  town  of  Acoma,  on  section  24. 
He  is  a  native  of  County  Cork,  Ireland,  born 
February  19,  1828.  lie  was  reared  in  the 
land  of  his  birth  and  there  made  his  home 
until  he  was  some  twenty-two  years  of  age. 
At  that  time  he  came  to  America,  landing  at 
the  port  of  New  York  December  81,  1849. 
Until  May,  1850,  he  was  engageil  on  the 
canal  and  then  went  to  Cuba,  Alleghany 
County,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  Avheroho  - 
was  employed  on  a  farnv  for  a  yeai"  or  two. 
Two  or  three  yeai's  more  were  spent  by  him 
in  Livingston  County,  the  same  State,  and 
then  he  came  west,  stopping  on  his  way  in 
Wisconsin  for  a  season  in  charge  of  a  farm 
for  Mr.  Sheppcrd  with  whom  ho  had  been 
employed  previously  for  two  years. 

During  tile  winterof  1855-56  ho  was  en- 
gaged in  hauling  lumber  from  Minneapolis 
to  Ilutchinson  and  Glencoe,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing'spring  helped  get  out  the  logs  to  build 
the  old  hotel  in  the  village  of  Hulcliin.son  and 
assisted  in  its  erection.  That  same  spring  ho 
took  a  claim  on  section  13,  Acoma  township 
and  put  up  a  slianty.  In  the  fall  ho  did  stnno 
breaking  on  his  place,  having  run  a  breaking 
plow  all  that  summei',  and  in  the  spring  of 
1857  put  in  a  crop  which  the  gra.sshoppers 
had  the  bcnelit  of.  He  spent  the  rest  of  his 
time  on  his  farm,  making  his  improvements, 
until  the  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak,  in  1862, 
when  lie  went  to  Ilufchinson  and  joined  the 
Home  Guard  Company  and  assisted  in  the 
erection  of  the  stockade.  Tiie  day  of  the  at- 
tack on  that  place  he  went  with  Samuel  IJoss 
to  the  hitter's  farm,  some  two  miles  and  a 
half  from  the  fort,  to  help  him  bring  in  his 
goods  and  to  drive  in  his  caltlo.  As  they 
linished  loading  their  wagon,  they  saw  the 
burning  buildings  in  the  village  ami  heard 
the  iiring  and  knew  that  tiio  .savages  had 
made  their  descent  upon  the  place,  lla.stily 
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iinloiiiling  Mk'  wagons  llicv  liid  tlio  sUilf  in 
tlio  iji'iisii  and  starled  for  tlio  fort  on  foot, 
liiit  on  reaching  tho  cdgoof  tlie  viUage,  while 
in  the  brush,  they  saw  a  number  of  the  In- 
dians sitting  on  a  fence  in  front  of  them,  and 
finding  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to 
run  tlio  gauntlet,  they  started  for  Wateitown, 
for  help,  sup])osing  that  tho  savages  would 
l<ocp  up  the  siege  for  .some  time.  On  their 
Avay  they  met  a  company  of  the  Third  Regi- 
ment, which  W.  W.jPendergast  had  gone  to 
notiCy  of  the  attack,  and  returned  with  them 
to  Glencoe,  where  tiie  command  renuiined 
that  night.  J\rr.  Gosnell  and  Mr.  ]^endcr- 
gi'st,  however,  pushed  on  and  arrived  in 
lJutchinson  early  in  the  morning  and  found 
the  savages  gone. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  in 
Ilutchin.son  until  February,  1803,  and  then 
I'cturncd  to  New  York  and  while  there  lie 
was  mari'icd  to  l^fiss  Esther  leaker,  who  only 
Jived  a  year  oi-  two  after,  and  in  the  fall  of 
ISflC  he  came  back  to  tills  county  alone.  In 
the  spring  of  18(50  he  went  on  the  farm 
where  ho  now  lives,  his  original  claim  having 
been  "jumped,"  and  has  made  it  his  home 
ever  since.  lie  again  entered  into  a  matri- 
monial allinance,  in  June,  ISOO,  with  Miss 
Olive  .1.  Ferricr  and  they  have  a  family  of 
si.K  children. 

]\Ir.  and  l\rrs.  Oosnell  are  members  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Adventist  cluircli  and  worthy 
Christian  people. 

TPDARKER  GREENWOOD,  one  of  the 
Jq3  leading  i'armci's  of  the  town  of  AVin- 
sLed,  living  on  section  I,  is  a  native  of  Yoi'lc- 
.shire,  ICngland,  born  January  ;il,  18-12,  and  is 
the  son  of  ^\''illiam  and  Sarah  _(Mog^'_s).(Trcon- 
W()0(|^  He  received  the  rudiments  of  Iiis  ed- 
utiation  in  the  common  sclioolsof  the  land  of 
his  birth,  and  on  attaining  the  pro])er  age, 
commenced  woi-k  in  the  cotton  mills  of  that 


country.  Jn  Ajiril,  1805,  he  crossed  the  sea' 
to  tho  United  States,  landing  in  Is'ew  York, 
and  from  tliere  came,  at  once,  to  Mattoon, 
111.,  where  he  was  employed  for  three  months 
in  a  brick  yard.  After  a  short  time  spent 
in  the  iron  mines  of  Micliigan  he  came  to 
this  county,  arriving  in  Winsted,  in  October, 
1805,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  1,  and  there  made  his  home  Avhile  he 
was  engaged  in  contracting  on  the  construc- 
tion .of  the  Ercckenridge  division  of  the  St. 
Paul  &  Pacific  Pailroad,  and  the  Northern 
Pacific.  For  six  yeais  or  more  he  followed 
that  lino  of  business  with  good  success  and 
then  settled  down  on  his  farm,  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

Mr.  Greenwood  was  married  in  1870  to 
Miss  Sarah  Vennurden.  a  native  of  Indiana, 
who  has  presented  him  with  four  cliildren : 
AVilliam,  Samuel,  Barker  and  James. 

/■^^LAF  LARSON,  a  retired  agriculturist, 
living  in  the  village  of  Hutchinson, 
came  to  McLeod  county  in  July,  1868,  and 
purchased  a  farm  of  107  acres  of  land  oii 
section  2,  Lynn  township,  upon  which  he 
commenced  improvements.  As  the  years 
rolled  by  ho  brought  it  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  Jind  added  to  its  extent  until 
he  lias  to-day  one  of  the  finest  places  in 
that  part  of  the  county.  It  contains  300 
acres  of  most  e.Kcellent  land;  has  upon  it 
a  fine  residence,  good  barn  and  a  thrifty 
grove.  After  living  on  this  place  for  some 
nineteen  years  Mr.  Larson  rented  the  farm 
and  moved  to  the  village,  where  he  pur- 
cluLsed,  inside  of  the  limits,  two  acres  of  bind, 
and  on  it  erected  a  good  house  and  barn,  and 
there  is  living,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  life 
s])ont  in  industry  and  econoni}'. 

The  subject  of  this  monioir  is  a  native  of 
Sweden,  and  was  born  October  20,  1820. 
He  was  reared  in  the  land  of  his  birth  and 
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there  made  liis  home  until  1858,  when,  see 
ing  the  impossibility  of  his  raising  himself 
above  the  condition  in  which  lie  was  born, 
he  determined  to  seek  in  tlie  New  Woi-ld  a 
new  home,  and  came  to  tiie  United  States, 
lie  at  first  settled  in  Wisconsin,  wiiero  lie 
Avas  employed  working  for  otlicrs  for  a  year, 
after  whicli  he  started  for  the  gold  fields  of 
Australia,  and  there  spent  three  years  in  the 
search  for  the  iirecious  metal.  Tliis  not 
proving  renmnerative  he  abandoned  it,  and 
for  seven  years  more  was  engaged  in  various 
kinds  of  employments  in  tliat  bind.  He  then 
returned  to  liis  native  land,  and  with  the  in- 
tention of  settling  down  and  spending  his 
days  there  bouglit  a  small  farm.  In  18C5 
ho  was  married  to  Miss  Ingra  Olson,  and  a 
few  years  after  sold  out  his  place  and  once 
more  came  to  this  country,  coming  direct  to 
McLeod  county.  Here  by  hard  work  and  a 
commendable  economy  he  lias  succeeded  in 
accumuhiting  a  iiandsome  ^iroperty,  and  has 
■grown  into  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the 
wliole  community. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  have  had  a  family 
of  three  children,  only  one  of  Vhom  is  now 
living,  Carl,  who  is  in  attendance  at  the  vil- 
lage high  school. 



i^HARLES  V.  CORSON,  the  editor  of 
X^*/  the  Glencoe  JSnterpnsc,  was  born  in 
Kochester,  K  Y.,  August  1,  1804,  and  is  the 
son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Helen  J.  (Brookings) 
Corson.  His  pai-ents  were  natives  of  Maine, 
who  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York  about 
thirty-five  years  ago  and  settled.  Previous 
to  his  marriage,  in  1850,  'My.  Corson,  Sr., 
came  west  to  St.  Anthony,  Minn.,  but  re- 
turned to  the  Empire  State  after  a  short 
visit. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  Avas  reared  in 
the  city  of  his  birth,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion for  tiie  most  part  in  the  excellent  schools 
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of  that  town.  In  1878  he  came  west  with 
his  parents,  who  located  at  Glencoe,  and  the- 
following  year  commenced  an  iipprenticesiiip 
at  the  "art  jn-eservative  of  all  arts"  in  the 
office  of  the  Knterjmse.  In  1882  ho  went  to 
Grand  Foi-ks,  Dak.,  and  after  a  shoi't  stay 
there  made  a  trip  through  that  territory  and 
Minnesota  on  his  return.  In  ISSi  he  removed 
to  Spokane  Falls,  Wash.  Ty.,  where  he  was 
engaged  at  his  trade  for  sonie  thirteen 
months,  lie  returned  to  his  home  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time,  an<l  assumed  the 
management  of  the  Enterpnue,  which  he  op- 
erated foi'  about  two  years.  For  a  year  he 
was  employed  as  foreman  of  the  Register  of- 
fice, after  whicli,  April  1,1888,  he  again  took 
charge  of  the  Enterprise,  and  is  the  pi-esent 
editor. 

Mr.  Corson  was  married  June  23,  1880,  to 
Miss  Lura  E.  Dean,"  the  daughter  of  l'\  ?>. 
Dean,  of  Glencoe,  and  by  this  union  is  the 
parent  of  one  child — Franklin  V, 

 «"f^{^-*  

,TOHN  NIXON,  a  thorough  and  enterpris- 
^  ing  farmer  of  the  town  of  Helen,  living 
on  section  1,  was  born  in  Bolton,  England, 
November  1,  1852,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Margaret  (Cheary)  Nixon,  old  settlers 
of  this  county,  who  have  both  passed  to  their 
reward.  He  was  brought  to  this  country  by 
his  parents  in  1S50. 

-  Tlie  father  of  our  subject,  John  Nixon, 
was  a  native  of  England,  and,  after  coming 
to  tlio  United  States,  after  a  short  stay  in 
Wisconsin,  where  he  lost  his  wife,  came  to 
!R[cLeo(l  county  in  J 857,  and  niado.  a  sottle- 
moiit  on  the  ])!aco  wliere  his  son  now  lives. 
Being  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  region  he  was  oalicd  on  to  endure  many 
privations  and  hardships,  and  it  was  while 
he  was  engaged  in  the  lilhige  of  bis  land, 
on  that  dreadful"  iU'tornooii  in  August, 
1802,  that  a  iioiglibor,  hurrying  by,  tolil  them 
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of  tlic  tlifeful  uprising  of  llie  savjige  lieiuls. 
On  lie<ai-ing  tlic  news  they  i)!iclccd  up  what 
tliey  coiihl  and  departod  for  Carver,  where 
they  stayed  a  few  days  and  tlien  returned 
to  tlio  farm.  iVbont  tiie  time  of  tlie  attack 
on  lliitcliinson  tlie  father  deenic<l  it  best  to 
again  move  and  retired  to  Young  America 
Wlieu  tiie  alai-ni  liad  entirely  subsided  tliev 
came  bade  and  resumed  their  hibors.  On 
the  IGDli  of  April,  ISGY,  John  Nixon,  the 
elder,  wjis  married  tlie  second  time,  to  Mrs- 
Caroline  (Newton)  Carey,  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  the  widow  of  Charles  Carey,  who 
hjul  been  killed  by  lightning  in  1866.  In 
February,  1875,  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  called  upon  to  c;ross  the  dark  river, 
death,  and  his  remains  are  interred  in  the 
Ferguson  conieteiy.  By  his  first  marriage 
ho  had  four  children— Thomas,  Mary,  John, 
and  Ann,  Thomas  died  while  in  the  army. 
Hy  the  second  marriage  he  had  one  child, 
named  William.  Jn  his  politics  John  Nixon, 
of  whom  we  wi-ite,  is  a  republican,  and  a 
woiihy  member  of  society. 

— — ❖-fS^-^— ^ 

IpLERMAN  J.  HENEMAN,  one  of  the 
JK!L  firm  of  Ileneman  &  Bergman,  dealers 
in  general  merchandise  at  Lestel-  Pi'airie 
station,  was  born  in  Wei-thausen,  Prussia,  in 
the  German  Empire,  Octol)er  fO,  1861,  and 
is  the  son  of  Gerhard  and  Catherine  (Vox) 
Ileneman.  When  he  was  but  nine  years  of 
ago  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  this 
country,  landing  in  New  York  in  August 
IbvO.  They  came  to  Carver  county  and  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Young  America  on  a 
farm  whore  they  still  live. 

Herman  attended  the  common  schools  of 
the  district  in  which  he  lived  until  he  had 
attained  the  ago  of  thirteen  years,  Avhen  he 
entered  the  store  of  James  Slocum,  at  Nor- 
wood,  as  a  clerk,  a.nd  ronained  there  some 
seven  yeai-s.    At  the  expiration  of  that  time 


he  went  to  St.  Paul,  and  there  took  a  coui-se 
in  Curtis'  business  college.  Having  finished 
this  he  returned  t©  Norwood  and  again  took 
up  his  clerical  duties  in  the  same  store,  and 
for  two  years  stood  behind  the  counter. 
Two  years  later,  in  company  with  his  present 
partner,  he  started  in  the  mercantile  trade 
for  himself  at  Plato,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Ileneman  &  Bergman.  This  store  they  still 
own  and  operate.  In  July,  1887,  they  started  ' 
the  store  at  Lester  Prairie,  to  which  Mr. 
Ilonenum  gives  his  personal  attention,  and 
which  is  proving  so  much  of  a  success. 

Herman  Ileneman  is  one  of  a  family  of 
eleven  children  born  to  his  parents: 
Herman  J.,  Agnes,  John,  Jacob,  Gerhard, 
Matilda,  Gertrude,  Henry,  Hannah,  Sibilla 
and  William. 

Juno  12,  ■  1887,  Herman  Ileneman  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  B.  Ber- 
fieldj  who  was  born  in  McLeod  county, 
Minn.,  June  12,  1869,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Isiuic  and  Arabella  (Hilderbrand)  Berlield. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  the  "  Keystone 
State,"  and  her  mother  of  Ohio.  Her  parents 
were  married  in  Washington  county,  Ohio, 
in  March,  1855,  and  were  the  parents  of 
thirteen  children — Delilah,  born  in  1857; 
Bradford,  of  whom  a  sketch  appeai-s  in  this 
work ;  Asa,  born  November  24, 1859 ;  George, 
born  April  18,  1861 ;  ilartha,  born  March 
21,  1863;  John,  born  November  5,  1865; 
Irvin,  born  September  5,1867;  Alice,  born 
as  above  stated  ;  Emma, born  April  6,  1871 ; 
Bertha  and  Robert,  born  July  10,  1873 ; 
Lucy,  born  June  13,  1875;  and  Florence, 
born  April  14, 1878. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilcnenian  are  the  happy  par- 
ents of  one  child,  Herbert  G.,  born  April  1, 
1888.  The  family  were  members  of  the  lie- 
formed  church,  but  have  lately  joined  the 
Methodist  denomination. 

H.  J.  Ileneman  takes  an  active  interest  in 
all  public  and  political  matters,  and  at  pres- 
ent holds  the  ollice  of  justice  of  the  peace 
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in  Bergen  townsliip.  He  is  a  strong  Repub- 
lican and  in  the  present  campaign  (1888)  is 
an  ardent  supporter  of  Ilari'ison  &  Morton. 

■  "X'S^^- <»•- •  - 

WILLIAM  SENESCALL,  the  popular 
hotel  keeper  of  tlie  village  of 
Stewart,  was  born  at  Stoke  Lodge,  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  March  28,  1827,  and  is  tiie 
son  of  llobert  and  Elizabeth  (Nortltina:)  Sen- 
escalU  who  were  also  natives  of  "  wiiite 
cliffed  Albion."    In  early  youth  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  his  parents  by  death,  and 
he  was  thrown  ujwn  his  own  resources  and 
forced  to  struggle  for  existence  at  an  ago 
when  ho  should  yet  have  had  fostering  care. 
At  many'  kinds  of  eniplojMnent  he  wiis 
engaged  in  the  land  of  his  birth  until  March 
17, 1849,  when,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he 
embarked  for  America,  to  seek  in  the  New 
World  a  fresh  field  for  his  efforts.    lie  found 
employment  in  carpentering  at  Montgomerj'^, 
N.  Y.,  and  remained  tiiere  about  a  year 
and  then  went  to  Jackson,  Mich.   In  the 
latter  place  he  had  charge  of  a  Ijvery  stable, 
and  aftefwaril  ran  the  di'ay  business.  lie 
made  his  home  there  until  1853,  at  which 
time  he  moved  to  Minnesota  and  pre-empted 
160  acres  of  land  in  Dakota  county,  and  com- 
menced its  improvement.   He  was  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  that  portion  of  the 
State,  and  resided  there  until  1880.   He  was 
generally  successful,  but  June  20,  187C,  he 
lost  about  $800  by  a  cyclone  that  swept 
through  that  part  of  the  country,  it  taking 
the  roof  off  of.  his  house  and  destroyed  two 
granaries,  etc.    In  the  year  last  mentioned 
he  sold  out  his  interests  in  that  county  for 
nearly  $0,000  and  removed  to  the  village'  of 
Stewart  and  bought  tlie  hotel  and  some 
forty  acres  of  land  adjoining.    Besitlcs  oper- 
ating these  he  is  engaged  in  the  fine  hoi-so 
business,  and  is  the  ownei-  of  two  imported 
stallions— King  of  the  March,  Englisli  num- 


ber 2,325  and  American  1,0G5,  and  "Willie  B. 
stock  book  number  3871. 

August  8,  18(54-,  our  subject  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  Hatch's  battalion,.  Minnesota 
Cavalry,  and  served  as  veterinary  surgeon 
until  April  20,  18G6,  when  he  was  mustered 
out  and  discharged.    He  was  jnarried  Jan- 
uary 21,  1851,  to  Miss  Edith  Mary  Mayo, 
who  was  born  May  20,  1832,  in  Washtenaw 
county,  Micli.,and  is  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Sarah  (Plant)  Mayo.  '  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight  cliil- 
dren,  of  wliom  the  following  is  the -record — 
William  II.  was  born  December  14,  1851; 
George  was  born  August  0,  1854,  an<l  diecl 
the  25th  of  the  same  month;  John,  born 
June  27,  1850,  dieil  March  8,  1882,  leaving 
a  wife  and  three  children;  Robert  was  born 
October  4,  1858;  James' birth  took  place  IVfay 
31,  ISGO;  Edith  May,' born  June  20,  1808; 
Fred  M.,  born  November  2, 1870;  and  Frank 
M.)  born  September  2,1872.    William  mar- 
ried Miss  Miivy  Alice  Cooley  and  lives  at 
Brownton,  where  ho  kee])S  tfie  hotel.  John 
married  iliss  Mary'  Elizabeth  Hubbard. 
Robert  married  Miss  Ada  Baker,  and  is  a 
farmer  of  Sibley  county.   James  married 
Miss  Dora  Ridlund,  and  is  operating  a  livery 
stable  in  Glencoe,  and  is  a  veterinary  sur- 
geon.   Edith  ^fay.  is  the  wife  of  Doctor 
Chai'les  W.  Tinker,  of  Stewart,  of  whom  a 
sketch  appears  in  the  pages  of  this  ai.uum. 
In  his  politics  Mr.  Scncscall  is  in  accord  with 
the  democratic  party,  and  has  held  the  oilices 
of  justice  of  tlie  peace,  road  overseer  and 
school  director. 

Te/SAAC  F.  CROSBY^  an  old  settler  of  the 
county  and  a  prominent  citizen  of  Rich 
Valley  townsliip,  was  born  in  Shollsbiirg, 
Bedford  county,  Bonn.,  Scptcmher  II,  1S30, 
and  is  the  sou  of  Joliii  and  Sarah  (Sullivan) 
Crosby.    His  parents,  natives  of  Veniiont 
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and  Peniisvlviiilia,  respectively,  removed  to 
Somerset  county,  Peiin.,  .wlicn  our  subject 
■vvas  but  five  or  six  years  of  age,  and  tbere 
died,  tlie  motlicr  in  1S75,  tbe  fatlier  in 
1877.  They  iiad  a  family  of  nine  cjiildren — 
■Williaui  H., ''Isaac  F.,  Joseph  A.,  Maria  E., 
Saraii  A.,  Mary  A.,  Martha  J.,  Eebecca  A. 
and  Joiin  R. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  memoir  i-eceived  his 
cducjition  in  tlie  "  Old  Keystone  State,"  and 
after  a  ])ractical  knowledge  of  books  learned 
the  ca.rpenter's  trade.  This  handicraft  he 
lias  followed  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  In 
18G0  ho  canie  to  this  county'-  and  for  two 
years  he  wiis  engaged  at  his  trade  in  the 
yonng  village  of  Gleneoe.  In  1802  he  filed 
a  homestead  claim  to  IGO  acres  of  land  on 
section  3i,  Rich  Valley,  and  moving  on  it 
has  nuide  it  his  homo  for  twenty-six  years. 
He  runs  a  blacksmith  shop  on  his  place, 
built  entirely  by  liimself,  tools  and  all. 

JSIr.  .Crosby  was  married  May  20,  1852.  to 
Miss  Isabella  Young,  in  Somerset  county, 
Penn.  She  is  the  eldest  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham ;6r.  and  Eleanor  Young,  and  was  born  in 
"Winchester,  Va.,  July  20,  1830,  and  received 
licr  education  in  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania. 
I5y  this  union  there  liave  been  twelve  living 
children— Sarah  E.,  Jfrs.  George  A7.  Cold- 
ycll,  lives  in  Topoka,  Kan.;  Charles  T., 
married  ;^[iss  Edith  A.  Ilouso,  and  lives  in 
Ilutchinson;  AVilliam  W.,  iit  home,  has  trav- 
eled extensively  through  Iowa  and  the 
AVostern  Territories;  Martha  J.,  Mrs.  J.  II. 
Rudderliam,  living  at  Seattle,  Wash.  Ty.; 
Mary  E.;  Albert  ]\[.;  E.  W.  and  P.M.,  twins  ; 
James  E.;  Oscar  W.;  Arthur  L.  and  Norman 
.13.     One  son,  John  11.,  died  June  7,  1882. 

Wv.  j3rosby  was  in  the  State  service  during 
the  Indian  troui)ics  in  1803,  and  served  for 
six  months.  He  is  strong  i-epubiican  in  his 
politics  and  a  steadfast  adherent  to  tiie  plat- 
forms as  formulated  by  that  party.  He  and 
his  ffiiniiy  arc  among  the  leaders  in  the  town 
in  all  work  for  the  elevation  of  the  commu- 


nity, an<l  have  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
that  know  them,  and  their  friends  are  legion. 
Education,  travel  and  great  natural  ability 
have  made  a  marked  character  of  William 
Crosby,  and  the  future  looks  bright  for  him. 

»-}^{^'  ■<»•  •  - 

JTOHN  GEORGE  KLEINMANN,  the  senior 
3*  partner  in  the  firm  of  Klein  man  Bros., 
brewers  and  ice  dealers  in  the  villa<re  of 
Ilutchinson,  is  a  native  of  sunny  Germany, 
and  Avas  born  December  3,  1848.  He  was 
reared  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  and  tliere 
made  his  home  until  he  had  attained  his 
eigiiteenth  year,  when,  with  a  desire  to  better 
his  condition  in  life,  he  emigrated  to  the  Ifew 
World.  He  settled  at  Allegheny  City,  Penn., 
and  having  lealrned  the  cooper's  trade  in  his 
native  land  pursued  that  calling  for  four 
years  in  that  city,  part  of  the  time  in  the 
brewer}'.  The  next  year  he  spent  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Pittsburgh.  In  1874  Mr.  Kleinmann  came 
to  St.  Paul,  but  shortly  ■  after  went  to  St. 
Cloud,  this  State,  where,  in  company  with 
R.  Walz,  he  started  in  the  coopering  busi- 
ness. About  a  year  later  he  removed  to 
Minneapolis,  and  in  that  city  embarked  in 
the  same  line  of  trade,  which  he  followed 
there  for  three  years,  and  then  sold  out. 
Coming  to  Ilutchinson,  our  subject  purchased 
the  old  brewery,  then  considerably  out  of 
re])air,  and  rebuilt  it  at  an  expense  of  about 
$4,000,  making  it  complete  in  every  res))cct. 
The  capacity  of  tlie. brewery  is  quite  hirge, 
and  the  Kleinmann  Bros,  are  now  manu- 
facturing about  2,000  barrels  yearl}'.  They 
carry  on  at  the  same  time,  the  ice  business  of 
the  village,  having  begun  this  lino  in  the 
winter  of  1880-87,  and  it  has  already'  grown 
to  quite  extensive  proportions.  The  bi'cwery 
was  built  in  1870,  by  Herman  Abie,  who  ran 
it  for  a  time.  Several  other  parties  succeeded 
him  in  rapid  succession  until  1878,  when  it 
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was  purchased  by  John  G.  Kleinmann  & 
Englehorn.  These  parties  ran  it  for  two 
years,  and  then  the  former  bought  out  his 
partner  and  operated  it  alone  until  the  pres- 
ent fit  m  was  formed. 

ij^HARLES  KLEINMANN.  one  of  the  firm 
of  Klemman  Bros.,  the  brewers  of 
Hutchinson,  is  a  native  of  Ilohenzolicr,  IJoch 
vingen,  Germany,  and  was  born  April  28, 
1846.  He  was  reared  amid  the  picturesque 
and  beautiful  scenery  of  the  fatherland  and 
there  remained  until  18G9,  when  he  came  to 
the  United  Slates.  Keceiving  in  his  youth 
the  education  that  is  the  birthright  of  every 
German  boy,  he  in  his  younger  manhood 
learned  the  trade  of  cabinet  making.  In 
the  old  "  iiome  across  the  sea  "  he  f<jllowed 
that  line  of  business,  but  after  coming  to 
this  country  and  locating  in  Alleghany  City, 
Penn.,  he  took  up  carpentering  and  was 
engaged  in  that  trade  until  he  came  to 
llulcliinson  and  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
brewery  and  ice  business.  The  lii'fn  are 
noted  in  the  communit}'  for  their  upright- 
ness in  all  financial  operations  and  are  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  by  all. 

JOHN  PASSMORE,  Avho  is  engaged  in 
fanning  antl  stock  raising  on  section  5, 
ibuinter  township,  came  to  this  county  in 
November,  1869,  and  took  up  a  homestead 
where  he  now  lives.  He  has  made  all  the 
improvements  upon  it  and  what  he  found  a 
wilderness  he  has  formed  into  a  gardiin  of 
baauty  and  usefulness,  lie  is  devoting  nmch 
of  liis  attention  to  the  rearing  of  stock,  and 
has  a  herd  of  some  twenty-five  head  of 
horned  cattle,  and  seven  horses.  Arounil 
his  dwelling  he  has  set  out  a  fine  grove, 
mostly  of  soft  wood  trees,  and  this  enhances 


the  value  as  well  as  the  beauty  of  the  estate. 

Mr.  Passmoro  is  of  English  birtii,  having 
first  seen  the  light  in  Devonshire,  Januaiy 
17,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Jane 
(Tuclcer)  Passmore.  His  father  was  a  labor- 
ing man  in  England,  where  ho  was  born  and 
where  he  died,  as  did  his  wife.  Tlicy  had  a 
faniily  of  six  children — three  boys  antl  three 
girls. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  attended  school 
in  the  land  of  his  birth,  until  he.  was  some 
til irtcen  years  of  age,  and  then  commenced 
to  work  on  a  farm.  He  followed  the  sea, 
also,  for  two  years,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
wanderings  went  to  llussia,  Denmark,  etc. 

In  the  spring  of  1854  ho  sailed  for  Quebec, 
and  oh  landing  there  pushed  onward  to 
Kochester,  N.  Y.,  and  from  there  to  the 
village  of  Stafford,  Genesee  county,  that 
State,  where  he  spent  two  years.  From 
there  he  came  to  ilinncsota,  and  lived  at 
St.  Paul,  and  near  Shakopce,  but  returned 
to  New  York.  Two  years  later  he  returned 
to  this  State  and  settled  at.  Gottage  Grove, 
Washington  county,  and  made  his  home 
there  for  the  ensuing  six  years. 

Our  subject  was  married  September  27, 
1859,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Nicliol.s,  a  native  of 
Canada,  and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
Nichols,  the  former  a  farmer.  By  this  union 
there  has  been  born  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  Thomas  Henry,  Sarah 
Jane  and  Eertena  May.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Pass- 
more  attend  services  at  the  Methodist  church. 

T^ILTON  H.  SMITH,  one  of  the  well-to- 
_J^  t.r3L_  P'*<>«pi!'''nis  farmers  of  the 

northern  part  of  the  town  of  Hutchinson,  has 
a  beautiful  home  on  section  19,  where  he  has 
some  300  acres  of  most  excellent  land,  and 
has  it  improved  in  a  superior  manner.  The 
buildings  arc  neat,  tasty  and  commodious. 
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and  tlie  wliolo  ])lace  betokens  the  thrift  and 
care  of  tlie  owner,  and  is  a  ci-edit  to  liim. 
f  ]\Ir.  Sniitl]^  Avas  born  in  Genesee  county, 
N.  Y.,  November  3,  1832,  and  is  the  son  -r 
Abner  and  Rebecca  (G rover)  Sniitii,  natives 
of  ]\[assaohusetts  and'the  province  of  Canada, 
respectively.    His  paternal  grandfather  was 
one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Continental  army 
during  the  Eevolutionary  War,  to  whom  we 
owe  our  national  independence.    The  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir  was  reared  in  the  beauti- 
ful valley  of  the  Genesee,  and  there  grew 
to  manhood.    lie  was  there  united  in  mar- 
riiige,  August  15,  1853,  with  Miss  JaneTass- 
more,  and  in  the  autumn,  of  1854,  went  to 
Chicago,  where  he  remained  the  balance  of 
that  year.    Early  in  1S55  he  and  his  family 
removed  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  there  he 
Avas  engaged  in  contracting,  teaming  and 
jobbing  until  1801,  although  lie  had  pre- 
empted a  tract  of  lami  at  Foi-rest  Lake.  In 
the  year  last  mentioned  he  rented  a  farm  at 
Cottage  Grove  and  tilled  the  soil  for  four 
years,  and  then  returned  to  the  city  and  re- 
sumed his  old  eu)])ioymentand  there  resided 
until  187G.    lie  tlien  came  to  this  county 
aud  bought  the  place  where  he  now  lives 
and  has  made  it  his  home  ever  since. 

]\[r.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  of  whom  eight  are  living 
—George  M.,  Nelson  A.,  Margaret  F., 
JMaud  B.,  Walter  E.,  Gertrude  A.,  Harriet  I. 
and  Lydia.  Albei-t  and  two  infants  died. 
The  family  are  connected  witii  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  churcii.  Mr.  Smitii,  in  Iiis 
])<)litical  views,  is  in  accord  with  the  repub- 
lican party,  and  is  a  stanch  supi)orter  of 
tiio  candidates  of  that  organization. 

/^DIVIUND  PHILLIPS,  a  prominent  and 
enterprising  citizen  of  liound  Gi'ove 
township,  was  boi-n  in  Greene  county,  Penn., 
November  3, 1S32,  and  is  tiie  son  of  George 
and  Mary  (Joiiiison)  Phillips.    Ilis  mother 


was  a  member  of  a  family  Avho  belon,cred 
to  the  society  of  Friends  and  was  reai, 
in  tliat  faith.    When  he   was  about  tev 
years  of  age  the  family  moved  to  Guernsey 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  raised  and  re- 
ceived his  education.   He  remained  at  home 
witli  his  parents,  assisting  in  the  labors 
incident  upon  the  opening  up  of  a  new 
country,  until  he  was  some  twenty  years  of 
age.   At  that  time  lie  went  to  Brown  county, 
III.,  Avhere   he    worked    at  carpentering. 
Shortly  after  he  removed  to  Hancock  county, 
in  the  same  State,  and  spent  the  winter  at  his 
trade  and  tlie  summer  in  breaking  the  prairie 
sod.    Returning  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
he  there  engaged  in  farming  for  about  eight- 
een months,  after  which  he  went  to  Ohio. 
April  2,  185G,  he  started  for  Minnesota,  and 
on  his  arrival- here  took  a  claim  in  Eice  coun- 
ty,   lie  settled  down  to  the  improvement  of 
his  land  and  put  up  a  house.    That  being 
dotie,  ho  was  uiarried,  December  10,  lS57,to 
Miss  Emeline  Dille^,  the  daughter  of  Wil  liam 
and  Elizabeth  (  Lowry )  Dilley,  who  was  born 
in  Ohio.     His  claim  was  in  the  timber  and 
when  he  had  lived  there  hmg  enough  to  prove 
up  he  left  there  nnd  soughta  prairie  country. 
He  settled  in  Dakota  county  and  there  lived 
until  December  23,  18G3.  when  he  enlisted 
m  company  F,  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry, 
and  served  with  that  regiment  until  Decem- 
ber 2G,  18G4,  when  he  was  discharged  for 
disability.    The  service  of  this  command 
wiis  in  the  Northwest  in  acami)aign  after  the 
Indians.     He  returned  to  his  iiome  and 
staid  there  for  a  year  and  then  removed  to 
Rice  county  and  there  carried  on  the  farm  of 
Ilis  wife's  father  for  a  year   May  2,  18G7,  he 
came  to  Round  Grove  and  took  up  a  home- 
stead (m  section  12,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  1876,  when,  driven  out  by  the  grass- 
hopper.-j,  he  went  to  Rice  county.  Thi'ee 
years  later  he  returned,  and,  selling  his  home- 
stead, purehiised  a  farm  on  section  13  and 
has  lived  there  ever  since. 
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Mr.  Phillips  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  theEepublic.  He  is  a  Democrat  in 
his  politics  and  has  held  tiie  offices  of  school 
director  and  town  supervisor,  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  latter  board  for  one  term. 

MENRY  F.  WACHHOLZ,  deceased,  was 
one  of  Glenc(je's  most  active  and 
promising  young  business  men.  He  came  to 
the  village  in  1878  and  put  up  the  City  Hotel, 
which  he  managed  most  successfully  for  some 
five  years.  He  then  sold  tlie  property  and 
invested  in  a  half  interest  in  the  mercantile 
business  of  0.  II.  Sievers,  and  the  firm  of 
Sievers  &  Wachliolz  was  formed.  Two  years 
later  Frank  Wachiioix!  l)is  brother,  bought 
the  interest  of  Mr.  Sievers,  and  under  the 
firm  name  and  style  of  Wachholic_  Bros,  the 
business  was  carried  on  until  the  death  of 
Henry,  in  February,  1885.  He  was  a  native 
of  Carver  county',  this  State,  and  at  tiie  time 
ofliis  demise  a  single  man.  His  strict  m- 
tegrity  in  business  won  him  many  friends, 
and  he  had  the  warmest  esteeiri  of  all  who 
know  him  or  came  in  contact  with  him.  Had 
he  been  spared  he  would  undoubtedly  have 
risen  to  considerable  eminence  in  our  busi- 
ness circles. 

Fkank  Wacuholz,  who  succeeds  to  the 
business  of  Wachliolz  Bros.,  is  also  a  native 
of  Carver  county,  and  was  born  May  25, 18G3, 
and  is  tiie  son  of  Frederick  and  Christina 
Wachliolz,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Gerniany,  who  had  come  to  this  country 
about  18C2  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Carver 
county,  where  they  resided  until  the  death 
of  the  father  of  the  family  in  18G3,  and  the 
widow  and  children  afterward,  until  1878, 
when  they  removed  to  Glencoe.  Qui-  sub- 
ject remained  with  the  family  in  the  hotel 
for  a  time,  and  after  the  disposal  of  that  en- 
tered the  stoi-e  of  Sievers  &  AVncliliolz  as 
clerk.    In  March,  1885,  he  purchased  the  in- 


terest of  the  senior  partner  and  became  pne 
of  the  firm  of  Wachholz  Bros.,  whom  he  suc- 
ceeds, lie  isfastassumingaprominontplace' 
in  business  circles,  and  bids^fuirto  rank  among 
the  best  and  brightest  merchalits  of  the 
county.  He  is  always  found  at  his  post,  and 
receives  the  conimeiulation  of  the  older  busi- 
ness men  for  his  general  uprightness  and 
strai gh  tf o r w ard  il eal  i n g. 

Mr.  Wachliolz  was  united  in  marriage  May 
12,  1887,  with  Miss  Cecilia  May  Shadinger. 
Both  he  and  iiis  estimable  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Ejiiscopal  church,  and  con- 
sistent Christian  people. 

 «-f^^-fr— — 

."P^RANKLIN  R.  ALLEN,  one  of  the  attor- 
jpS-  neys  at  law  of  Glencoe,  is  a  native  of 
Brescott,  Hampshire  county,  Mass.,  boi-n 
August  IG,  IftGO,  and  is  tlie  son  of  lioswcll 
and  Sarah  C.  (Hyde)  Allen. 

Franklin  was  reared  ujion  a  farm  until  he 
had  attained  his  liftccnth  year,  when  he 
entered  the  academy  of  Wilbraluun,  in  his 
native  State,  and  after  graduating  passed 
through  Amherst  college  in  the  class  of 
1882.  Ho  then  came  to  (ilcncoe  and  for  a 
time  taugiit  school,  reading  law  at  the  same 
in  the.otlico  of  ]\L  0.  Latta.  He  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  in'lSS'i,  and  remained  with 
Mr.  Latta  until  the  latter  removed  from  the 
village.  In  May,  1888  he  entered  into  part- 
nership with  li.  11.  McClelland,  and  the  pres- 
ent firm  was  formed. 

Mr.  Allen  and  Miss  Anna  M.  Johns  were 
united  in  marriage  September  14-,  1887. 

i^RNEST  AUGUST  SCHUBERT,  who 
has  taken  up  his  residence  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Lester  Brairie  Station,  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  tiio  State,  lie  was  born  in  Sa.x- 
oiiy,  Germany,  April  IS,  1821),  and  is  the  son 
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of  Karl  G.  and  Cliristiiia  (ILirtiy)  Scliubort. 
J  [is  I'iitlior  was  born  in  '17D2,  in  the  same 
pari,  of  the  (iernuin  Empire,  and  was  married 
in  1817. 

Ernest  August  was  reared  in  the  land  of 
his  birtii,  and  was  educated  in  tlie  schools  of 
tiuit  country.    Attaininy  tiic  years  of  nian- 
Iiood,  lie  learned  the  trade  of  broadcloth 
weaving,  at  which  he  became  quite  proticient. 
In  July,  18-19,  he  starteil  for  the  United 
States,  and  after  a  weary  voyage  of  some 
seventy-seven  da.ys,  landed  at  IJaltimore,  Md. 
lie  remaineil  a  few  months  in  that  city, 
Aveaving  Brussels  carpet,  but  soon  went  to 
Germantown,  Penn.,  where  lie  followed  the 
same  line  of  business  for  nearly  a  year. 
After  spending  eight  months  in  the  coal 
mines  of  Schuylkill  county  m  the  latter 
State  ho  went  to  Norwich,  Conn.,  and  was 
emi)loyed  at  his  trade  for  over  a  year.  At 
Waterford,  Mass.,  .and  at  Utica  and  Little 
Falls,  N.  Y.,  he  was  engaged  in  the  same  call- 
ing until  May,  18()(),  when  he  came  to  Min 
nesota  and  settled  in  Sibley  county.  He 
remained  on  land  which  he  secured,  engaged 
in  its  improvement  until  1804,  when  he  en- 
listed in  Company  G,  Fifth  Minnesota  In- 
fantr}^  and  with  that  gallant  regiment 
])articipated  in   the  sanguinary  battle  of 
Nashville,  December  15  and  IG,  18G4,  when 
Hood's  army  was  so  nearly  destroyed.  lie 
"was  also  at  the  storming  and  capture  of 
Spanish  Fort,  and  after  remaining  in  the 
South  until  the  fall  of  18t;5  was  discharged 
at  Fort  Snelling  and  retui-ned  to  his  home. 
He  nnule  his  homo  in  the  county  of  Sibley 
up  to  the  i)tli  of  May,  1887,  and  then  removed 
to  Lester  Prairie  Station,  Avhere  he  is  living 
at  the  i)rcsent. 

Mr.  jjcliubcrt  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Scptomberj  1854,  with  A[rs.  Frederica  W. 
Iloefei',  who  had  one  child  by  her  former 
marriage,  Anton  AVilliam,  who  was  born  in 
Germany,  in  November,  1848,  and  whom  our 
subject  adopted  and  gave  his  name.    By  this 


union  Mr.  Schubert  becainetliP.  parent  of  one 
child,  which  was  born  October  5,  1855',  but 
which  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  a 
half.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  a,ro  members 
of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  politically  he  is 
a  democrat. 

JpETER  GEOGHEGAN.  a  well-to-do 
JF"  farmer,  livmg  on  section  12,  Hale 
'township.  Was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  June 
29,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Bernard  and 
Sarah  (Doujrherty^  Geoghegan.  also  natives  of 
the  « Emerald  Isle."  When  but  a  lad  of 
thirteen  years  he  crossed  the  stormy  Atlan- 
tic, at  a  day  when  the  passage  was  not  so 
pleasant  as  now,  and  for  a  time  worked  on  a 
farm  in  the  State  of  New  York.  From  there 
he  went  to  Ohio,  Canada  and  various  other 
places,  all  the  time  keeping  at  work,  and 
ca:rio  to  Minnesota  in  1856.  He  located  in 
tiic  villivgeof  Hutchinson  among  the  pioneers, 
being  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  county, 
and  aftev  doing  his  share  toward  the  start- 
ing of  the  place,  ho  made  and  perfected  a 
l)re-emption  on  sections  19  and  22,  Acoma. 
There  he  was  living  in  the  fall  of  18G1,  when, 
on  the  evening  of  the  2Gth  of  September,  as 
he  was  starting  to  carry  his  shirto  to  the 
wash,  for  he  was  "  baching  it,"  tiio  recruit- 
ing ollicer  approached  him  and  asked  him  if 
he  would  enlist,  and  throwing  the  bundle 
into  the  cabin  he  turned  away  from  his 
place,  leaving  it  just  as  it  was,  enrolled  his 
name  in  Company  B,  Fourth  Minnesota  In- 
fantr^^  and  served  with  that  body  of  men 
until  April  !),  18G4,  when  lie  was  discharged. 
During  this  time  he  participated  in  all  the 
marche-s,  hardships  and  engagements  in 
which  his  regiment  was  present.  Among 
the  principal  battles  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged were  those  of  luka,  Corinth,  Eaymond, 
Jack.son,  Champion  Hill  and  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg. 
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lletui'iiing-  to  liis  liome  after  his  tliscliarge 
from  tlie  service  lie  sold  out  liis  jn-operty 
and  made  liis  lioiiio  in  the  village  of  .riutch- 
inson  until  1SS2,  when  he  removed  to  the 
farm  in  the  town  of  Ilaie,  which  he  had 
bought  some  time  previously.  He  was  mar- 
ried ^\ugust  21,  IStO,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Ilartt,  Avlio  was  born  in  Canada,  February 
4,  1S37,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Arurgaret  (IJiggins)  Jlartt,  natives  of  Ire- 
•land.  By  this  union  they  are  the  iiarents  of 
one  child,  John  T.,  born  January  T,  1875. 
During  the  time  of  the  Indian  troubles, 
Miss  Ilartt  displayed  considerable  courage 
and  wiis  of  great  service  in  warning  settlers, 
and  by  her  nerve  helped  in  getting  them 
through  the  woods.  She  was  looked  upon 
us  on()  of  the  l)order  heroines  of  those  tragic 
days  in  the  summer  of  1S02. 


.,^1  'ILLIAM  W.  PENDERGAST.  Por- 
|j£  haps  the  most  widely  known  citizen 
of  the  village  of  Hutchinson,  and  one  of  its 
most  popular  men,  is  the  sidiject  of  this 
memoir.  He  occupies  at  the  present  writing 
the  responsible  jiosition  of  assistant  State 
superintendent  of  public  instruction.  lie 
is  of  pure  Xew  England  stoclc,  born  amid 
the  "hills  and  valleys  of  the  Old  Granite 
State,"  New  Hampshire,  at  Packers  Falls, 
in  the  town  of  Durham,  in  Staffoi'd  county, 
January  31,  1S33,  and  is  the  son  of  Solomon 
and  Lydia  Qyiggin)  Pen(ler<>ast.  II  is  great- 
great-grandfather,  Stepher/  Pendoroast,  a  na- 
tive of  Wexford,  Ii-eland,  removed  to  the 
Hampshire  Grant,  now  IS'ew  Jlampshire,  in 
1713,  and  two  years  later  erected  a  block 
garrison  house,  and  in  it  he,  his  father,  grand- 
father and  great-grandfather  were  ushered 
into  this  world.  Stephen's  wife  was  Jane 
Cotton,  a  grantl-daughter  of  the  cclebratod 
John  Cotton.  Solomon  I'ondera'ast's  mother 
was  Lydia  Muirav,  a  descendant  of  the 
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Moniys_of  Scotland.  i>rrs.  Lydia  Pender- 
gast  was  a  native  of  Xew  Jlampshire,  and  of 
TSiiglish  descent. 

"William  remained  at  home  drawing  the 
rudiments  of  his  education  from  the  district 
school  until  he  was  some  twelve  ye.irs  of 
age,  when  he  attended  the  academy  in  his 
native  town  one  tei'm,  and  then  wiMit  to 
Phillip's  academy  at  E.veter,  where  ho  re- 
mained one  year  and  then  went  to  Spring- 
iield,  ]\[ass.,  and  pursued  his  stu<lies  another 
year  in  the  high  school  tiiere.    The  ne.\t 
year  he  re-entered  the  Durham  academy, 
where  he  finished  his  preparatory  cour.se, 
and  in  1850  matriculated  at  Bodino  College, 
at   Prunswick,  Wn.    While    here  he  was 
a  classmate  of  W.  D.  Washburn  and  a  fel- 
low-student of  .IMelville  Fuller.    In  1852  he 
abandoned  his  studies,  and  from  that  time 
until  1855  was  engaged  in  touching  school 
in  ]\raino  and  Massachusetts,  hut  in  l\Iaroh 
of  that  year  ho  started  foi'  the  West  in 
company  with  his  cousin,  Ji.  11.  Peiidergast, 
and  a  college  classmate  by  the  name  of  1'^ 
S.  T.eno.\.    They  brought  with  them  the 
proper  outfit  for  an  aiiibrotye  and  photo- 
graph gallery,  and  opened  suites  of  rooms  in 
Chicago,  ]\[ilwaukop,  Pacine  and  ivenoslia, 
operating  all  of  them  at  the  same  time,  hav- 
ing men  in  charge  of  each  establishment. 
While  in  l\[ilwaukee  he  mot  his  old  friends, 
Judson,  John  and  Asa  Hutchinson,  ahout 
November  10,  1855,  and  tlitsy  o.\])resscd  a 
desire  to  make  a  settlement  in  lum.sas,  but 
Mr.J^mdergast,  having  just  returned  from  a 
trip  to  iMiniiesota,  charmed  by  its  beautifid 
scenery,  healthful  climate  and  fertile  soil, 
a(l\'i.scd  tiioni  to  come  to  this  locality,  prom- 
ising to  follow  if  they  <lidso  and  help  build 
up  the  place  selected.    The  suggestion  led 
to  the  foundation  of  the  villageof  Hutchin- 
son, and  i\fr.   Poiidcrgast,  disposing  of  his 
business  in  the  spring  of  185(5,  came  to  this 
locality  with  bis  father  and  brother,  T.  Jl. 
Pendergast,  and  otiiei's,  walking  Irom  Carver 
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through  tlie  swamps  and  nuul,  arriving  at 
the  site  of  tiie  embryonic  village  April  20th. 
At  that  time  there  were  living  here  about 
iialf  a  dozen  men,  occupying  two  log 
slianties,  one  on  tlie  Clicsley  farm  and  one  in 
the  woods  b}'  the  ])rescnt  mill  pond.  There 
was  no  othei-  iiabitation  west  of  Gleiicoe. 
On  the  27th  ol"  tiie  same  month  ]\[rs,  13.  E. 
AfoRSci-  and  Miss  Eva  Earticy  (afterward 
Mrs.  JoliuCliubbj  made  their  appearance,  the 
Hrst  whiteladiesin  the  latter  settlement.  In 
the  winter  of  185G-5T  Mr.  Pendergast  re- 
turned East  and  spent  the  winter  in  Essex, 
Mass.,  returning  in  April  with  thirty-one 
others,  who,  influenced  by  the  descriptions  of 
Mmnesota,,  had  concluded  to  try  their  for- 
tune tliei'c.  During  his  stay  in  Essex  he  be- 
came engaged  to  Miss  Abbie  L.  Oogswoll, 
daughter  of  J.)oa.  Oalob  Cogswell,  whorh 
he  married  August  9,1857.  In  the  mean- 
time he  had  been  bade  to  ]\[cLcod  county, 
a.n(l  had  liiled  the  positicm  of  Judge  of  |)ro- 
bate,  and  had  orocted  a  frame  house  in 
■which  to  install  his  bride,  whom  he  brought 
hero  as  soon  as  the  wedding  occurred.  Dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1857-i)8,  our  subject  taught 
the  lirst  public  school  in  tlietown,  in  a  part 
of  the  old  log  tavern,  the  district,  tiio  second 
one  in  the  county,  ha,ving  been  organized 
the  summer  ])revious.  There  Avere  about 
tAvcnty  scholai-s,  and  tlie  teacher's  salary, 
although  nominally  §28  permontli,  yet  as  he 
was  paid  in  county  scrip  which  sold  for 
about  25  cents  on  the  dollar,  if  any  sale  could 
be  made,  netted  him  about  S7.  For  nearly 
twenty-four  years  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
had  charge  of  the  schools  of  Hutchinson, 
and  is  credited  with  having  the  best  educa- 
tional institution  of  the  kind  in  the  West, 
it  being  the  only  high  school  in  the  State  to 
send  students  to  the  sophomore  class  of  the 
State  university.  He  Avas  county  superin- 
tendent of  schools  at  the  same  time  for 
eigiit  years,  from  1872  to  1879  inclusive,  and 
iilled  the  olHce  with  abilit}^  and  efficiency. 


During  the  tragic  days  of  the  Civil  War 
and  the  Indian  outbreak  Mr.  Pendergast 
shone  out  conspicuously,  his  sterling  virtues" 
and  stern  New  England  training  fitting  him 
for  such  trying  times.  On  receipt  of  the 
news  of  the  murdere  in  Meeker  county  in 
18G2  he  was  largely  instrumental  in  the 
formation  of  the  company  of  home  guardsj 
and  the  office  of  orderly  sergeant  in  it  was 
filled  by  him.  It  was  ho  wlio  fir.st  jiroposed 
forming  a  company  of  home  guards  to  hold 
this  outpost  against  the  attack,  which  all 
felt  to  be  onl}'  a  question  of  a  few  day's  time. 
■And  while  the  entire  population  of  tlie  place 
stood  in  front  of  Sumner's  store,  watching 
the  sixty  refugees  from  the  Upper  Agency, 
who,  under  the  escort  of  "  Othei'  Day,"  had 
made  their  way  thus  far  from  the  scene  of 
the  massacre,  and  after  a  day's  rest  were 
now  winding  their  way  toward  St.  Paul  and 
safety  and  civilization,  Islx.  Pendergast  was 
in  the  store  writing  out  the  following  agree- 
ment, which  he  hoped  to  induce  the  boys  to 
sign : 

"We,  the  undersigned  citizens  of  Hutchin- 
son and  vicinity,  in  view  of  the  threatened 
danger  from  the  Sioux  Indians,  who  are  now 
on  the  war  path,  devastating  the  country  to 
the  west  of  us,  and  massacring  the  inhabit- 
ants, agree  to  form  ourselves  into  a  military 
company,  to.be  known  as  tiie  Hutchinson 
Guards,  for  the  ])uii)ose  of  protecting  our 
families  and  homes, and  to  that  end  agree  to 
elect  company  officers  at  once,  to  obey  them 
as  implicitly  as  though  they  were  duly  ap- 
pointed and  we  regularly  mustered  into 
service.  We  further  agree  to  continue  this 
organization  for  three  months,  or  till  all  dan- 
ger from  Indian  attack  is  passed." 

There  was  so  much  divei-sity  of  opinion  as 
to  the  best  course  to  pursue  that  for  the  time 
this  plan  failed.  Nothing  daunted,  however, 
and  fully  determined  not  to  "give  up  the 
ship,"  he,  together  with  Mr.  D.  II.  Ells, 
reahzing  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  con- 
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ceived  the  idea  of  fortifying  the  tavern 
before  spoken  of,  and  began  at  once  to  put 
it  in  execution,  tliinking  that  if  worst  came 
to  worst  it  might  serve  as  a  place  of  tempo- 
rary refuge  for  all.  ■While  they  were  thus 
at  work  several  of  the  ladies,  as  told  clse- 
Aviiere  in  this  volume,  induced  the  men  to 
form  Ciie  company,  and  then  our  two  deter- 
mined heroes  came  and  joined  tiieni.  Lewis 
Harrington,  the  captain,  tiien  set  all  liands 
to  work  to  huiUl  tlio  stoclaule,  which  was 
finished  in  some  twelve  days,  and  was  the 
salvation  not  only  of  the  citizens  but  of 
Capt.  Strout's  comjiany,  that  were  so 
hardly  used  in  the  fight  with  the  redskins  a 
few  days  before.  Mr.  Pendergast  partici- 
pated in  the  defense  of  the  ])laco  when  it  was 
assailed  by  the  savages,  and  iielped  repel  their 
attack,  and,  it  is  reported  by  those  present, 
did  excellent  service. 

Since  his  firat  appearance  in  Ilutchinson 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  identified 
with  the  village  and  in  its  annals  his  name 
always  occupies  a  prominent  place.    He  has 
given  his  best  yeais  to  the  improvement  of 
the  young,  and  most  nobly  has  he  filled  out 
the  duty.   A  man  of  unswerving  integrity, 
great  ability  and  of  sound  judgment,  an 
intelligent  reader,  and  a  ])rofound  thinker, 
his  keen,  analytic  mind  has  grappled  with 
the  leading  questions  of  the  day  and  he  has 
ever  been  found  upon  the  side  of  right  and 
justice.    During  tlie  late  war  he  conceived 
that  his  duty  led  him  to  seek  a  place  in  "the 
noisy  camps  and  battle  fields  of  the  army."  - 
With  this  object  in  view  he  closed  his  school 
three  weeks  before  the  Indian  outbreak, 
having  arranged  with  seven  other  young 
men  to  go  to  Fort  Snelling  and  enlist  on  the 
following  week.   Before  leaving  town,  how- 
ever, he  received  a  petition  signed  by  evoiy 
person  in  the  village  old  enough  to  write  his 
name  with  but  two  exceptions,  requesting 
him  to  stay  at  home  and  pureue  his  duties  in 
the  school  room,  and  feeling  that  he  was  do- 


ing what  was  right,  and  that  "the  force  of 
words  can  do  whate'er  is  done  by  conquer- 
ing swords,"  remained  at  his  post  and  load 
the  young  on  their  path  to  knowledge.  Ho 
Avent,  however,  with  the  otljer  boys  to  the 
foi-t,  and  was  "there  with  them,  none  having 
enlisted  when  the  first  tidings  of  the  massa- 
ci'e  reached  him. 

Tn  18S2,  ]\[r.  Pendergasb  was  apiwinted 
clerk  in  the  oilice  of  the  State  Superintend- 
ent of  I'ublio  Instruction,  i,in(l  a  year  later 
promoted  to  the  ollice  of  assistant  to  that 
oHiccr.  Ilecently  ho  has  been  elected  by  the 
regents  of  the  State  IlnivcKsity  to  the  luwi- 
tion  of  princii)al  of  the  State  School  of  Agri- 
cnlture  on  the  experimental  farm  of  that  in- 
stituticm.  He  is  a  member  in  high  standing 
in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  tiie  first 
Miister  of  the  lodge  at  ilutchinson. 

T^RANK  L.  POLAK,   the  enterprising 
hardware  mei'chant  of  Glencoc,  came 

to  that  village  in  1880  and  opened  a  grocery 
store,  but  ten  months  later  ho  commenced  in 

the  lino  which  now  engages  his  attention. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  liacine.  Wis., 
June  in,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Anna  Polak.  In  that  beautiful  city  by 
the  lake,  ho  was  reared  to  nuiidiood,  drawing 
his  education  from  the  public  schools,  and  in 
proper  time  learned  the  trunknmker's  trade. 
On  attaining  his  majority  he  struck  out  for 
himself,  ami  after  a  trip  to  Illinois  and  Min- 
nesota, worked  for  nearly  a  year  atOshkosh, 
Wis.,  in  a  trunk  factory.  He  then  trav- 
eled around  visiting  the  cities  of  iMichigan, 
Iowa,  Minnesota  and  AVisconsin,  and  for  two 
years  was  engaged  in  the  i)ineries.  His  next 
move  Avas  to  Dakota,  where  he  Avas  in  the 
employ  of  the  railroad  on  construction  Avork, 
after  Avhich  he  came  to  Glencoo  as  above 
stated.  He  began  life  empty  handeil,  but  by 
the  exercise  of  industry,  thrift,  economy  and 
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business  talents  of  no  mean  order  lie  has 
acliiovecl  a  success  in  life,  lie  owns  tiie 
store  in  which  he  is  doing  business,  has  a 
tine  stock  of  goods,  a  liouse  and  lot  in  the 
village  and  a  farm  of  1()0  acres  of  fine 
hind  in  this  count}-. 

Mr.  Pohik  and  JEiss  Fannie  Jjandjis  were 
united  in  marriage  ]\rarch  1, 1880.  The  Lady 
is  a  native  of  iMcLeod  count}',  Minn, 
and  tiie  daugiiter  of  Jolin  and  Katie  13andas. 
lie  is  a  menibor  of  tiie  Ancient  Order  of 
United  AVorkinen,.  and  one  of  t]ie  most 
esteemed  citizens  of  the  village. 

— — *"S^{S^-^  

M  LEXANDER  H.  MOORE,  one  of  the 
hardy  agi-iculturists  of  the  town  of 
Lynn,  noAV  living  on  section  35,  Avas  born  at 
Bloomington,  III,  July  25,  1837,  and  is  the 
son  of  Benjamin  ajid  Hannah  (Van winkle) 
Moore.  Ills  parents,  who  were  natives  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  had  moved  from  there  in 
a  very  early  day  anil  settled  in  McLean  Coun- 
ty, III.  A  short  time  subsequent  to  the  birth 
of  our  subject  tiio  family  removed  to  Rock 
County,  Wis.,  and  there  ho  was  i-eared  and 
there  received  his  education,  and  there  his 
father  died.  The  latter  avont  took  place  in 
ISW,  and  the  niotiier  only  survived  her  hus- 
band about  four  years.  Left  au  orphan  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years  ho  spent  some  five 
or  six  years  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  on 
the  family  homestead,  after  which  ho  com- 
menced the  battle  of  life  by  working  for  some 
of  the  neighboring  farmers.  At  the  age  of " 
seventeen  he  loft  the  "Badger  State"  and 
made  his  way  to  IListings,  this  State,  in 
which  town  he  was  employed  in  a  livery  sta- 
ble for  ayear.  From  there  he  went  to  Dako- 
ta county  and  rented  a  farm  which  he  was 
engaged  in  tilling  until  August  13. 1802,  when 
lie  enlisted  in  Company  I',  Eighth  Minnesota 
Infantry,  and  the  Indian  massacre  occurring 
soon  afterward,  be  was  stationed  with  the 


regiment  at  New  Ulm,  Fort  Snelling  and  Fort 
Eidgely,  to  assist  in  the  suppression  of  the 
outbreak,  and  in  1804,  in  the  same  cause,  j)ar- 
ticipated  in  the  expedition  under  General 
Sully.  At  the  close  of  that  movement  against 
the  savages  he  went  South  with  the  other 
troops,  and  was  in  the  engagement  at  Cedars, 
near  Murfrecsboro,  after  which  he  was  given- 
charge  of  a  ward  in  the  general  hospital  at 
Nashville  and  remained  in  that  position  until 
May,  1805,  when  he  was  discharged. 

On  returning  to  the  peaceful  avocations  of 
every-day  life  Mr.  Moore  followed  farming 
for  about  two  years  in  Dakota  county,  and 
tlien  i-emoved  to  Eice  county,  where,  on  a 
rented  place,  he  carried  on  the  same  business. 
He  continued  to  live  there,  in  the  city  of 
Northlield  until  1872,  at  which  date  he  went 
to  Eonville  county  and  purchasing  a  farm 
lived  there  two  years.  The  next  move  was 
to  Hutchinson,  to  which  he  came  in  1875,  and 
there  carried  on  farming  and  teaming  for 
three  years  and  a  half.  He  then  boughtthe 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  35,  where  he 
now  lives  and  commenced  its  improvement. 

Our  subject  was  married  February  4, 1857, 
to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Howell,  a  native  of  Jackson 
county,  Ohio,  born  February  18,  1840,  and 
daugiiter  of  Simeon  and  Nancy  (Poath)  How- 
.elL  By  this  anion  there  have  been  four  chil- 
dren— Willis  D.,  born  November  8,  1857, 
and  the  husband  of  Miss  Carrie  Olsen;  Jen- 
nie E.,  born  March  14,  1801,  the  wife  o| 
Charles  A.  Simpson ;  Gilbert  E.,  born  May  2, 
1868,  and  Minnie  F'.,  born  October  5,  1872. 

TyrON.  ANDREW  THOMPSON,  one  of 
jl^L  wealthy  and  prominent  farraei-s  of 
the  town  of  Collins,  has  his  beautiful  cottage 
home  on  section  23,  and  it  is  surrounded  by 
his  fine  and  extensive  farm  of  240  acres.  |  The 
improvements  upon  the  place  are  of  an  ex- 
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cellent  charactei-,  the  bai-n  being  one  of  the 
best  in  the  township. 

Mr.  Tliompsou  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  County  Tyrone,  near  tlie 
Londonderry  line,  July  12,  1832,  and  is  the 
son  of  Andrew  and  Nancy  (McConnick) 
Thompson  of  that  place.  lie  is  a  fair  repre- 
sentative of  that  sturdy  race,  tiie  Scotch- 
Irish,  that,  rather  than  change  their  religious 
views  or  play  hypocrite,  left  their  home  in 
Scotland  and  sought  in  the  North  of  Ireland 
the  fi'eedom  denied  them  at  home.  Tie  was 
roared  among  his  fellow  countrymen  and  im- 
bibed the  ideas  and  opinions  prevalent  among 
■them,  and  was  trained  up  in  the  strictest 
integrity.  "When  he  was  about  twenty-fivo 
years  of  age  he  came,  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents,  and  ai-rived  at  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  May  2, 185Y.  On  the  9th  of  the  same 
month  the  family  Avent  to  Eice  county,  where 
the  father  owned  160  acres  of  land,  he  bavins' 
sent  his  sons,  AVilliam  and  James,  hei'e  in  1S4-9, 
and  had  furnislied  them  with  tiie  money  to 
pre-empt  it. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  remained  on 
the  farm  helping  his  father  and  in  St.  Paul 
until  August  15, 18G2,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  Sixth  Minnesota  Infantry,  at 
Fort  Snelling.  On  reporting  he  procured  a 
few  days'  furlough  and  started  for  home  and 
on  reaching  Shakopee  was  met  by  numbei's 
of  people  fleeing  from  the  Indians  that  had 
risen  and  were  murdering  the  whites.  He 
advised  the  men  to  get  their  guns  and  go 
back,  but  they  refused.  He  purchased  some 
powder,  knowing  that  his  father  had  several 
weapons,  but  when  he  reached  tlie  house  he 
was  surprised  to  find  that  they  had  fled  and 
taken  the  guns  with  them,  lie  took  a  i)itcli- 
fork  and  went  up-stairs  and  went  to  bed  and 
as  the  next  day  was  rainy  he  remained  in 
the  house  all  that  day,  also.  He  lived  on 
custard  pie  and  boiled  potatoes  which  the 
folks  had  left,  and  that  day  he  was  joined 
by  his  brothers  John  and  Thomas,  -who  had 


returned  from  Belle  Plain  with  a  party  of 
ten  others,  armed  and  prepared  to  meet  the 
Indians,  who  were  reported  to  be  massacre- 
ing  the  whites  in  this  neighborhood.  The 
father,  motlier  and  balance  of  the  family  had 
fled  on  to  St.  Paul.  Our  subject  soon  re- 
tui-ned  to  Fort  Snelling,  and  there  asked  for 
ti-ansportation  to  his  regiment,  then,  at  Fort 
Ridgoly,  but  none  was  to  l)o  liad.  He  was 
compelled  to  walk  the  entire  (listance,  and 
rejoined  his  company  and  remained  witii  them 
until  in  ]\ray,  J8G3.  when  they  started  on  the 
exi)edition  under  General  Siblev,  and  not 
being  ai)le  to  go  with  them  ho  was  dotailod 
for  duty  at  the  ordnance  dcjiartnient,  and 
served  there  until  the  close  of  the  war  and 
was  mustered  out  and  discharged  in  July, 
1805. 

AVliile  he  was  in  the  service,  in  18G3,  his 
mother  had  died,  and  he  returned  to  the 
father's  house,  and  there  ho  and  his  brother, 
Thomas,  lived  until  1880.  Their  father  died 
in  1870.  They  then  came  to  this  county 
and  settled  in  the  town  of  Collins,  where 
they  now  reside.  Andrew  Tliomi)son  and 
]\riss  Laura  If oliston  wore  joined  in  marriage 
January  1,  18SC,  and  tliey  are  the  pai'enfs  of 
two  children — Laura,  born  February  i,  1887, 
and  Nancy,  born  J\r!ircli  21,  1SS8.  Mrs. 
Thompson  is  a  native  of  ]\finnosota,  born 
January  20,  ISfil,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
James  an<l  I\fary  J.  (Stepiien.son)  II oliston. 
]\rr.  Tliom|).son  was  oluctod  to  re|)rosent  the 
county  of  -Eice  in  the  State  Legislature  in 
1873,1875  and  in  1879,  and  liilod  the  posi- 
tion with  ability  and  honoi'.  lie  has  held 
other  minor  olfices,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
public  spirited  men  in  the  county. 

PNGWERT  B.  JORGENSON.  l\rany  of 
IL  McLcod  county's  most  i)rominent  citi- 
zens are  of  foreign  hirth,  and  have  transfe)'- 
red  to  the  New  World  the  habits  of  thrift. 
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economy  nnd  fi-iigality  tliey  learned  in  their 
native  land,  and  have,  prospered  .accordingh'. 
'Among  tlieso  tlierc  is  no  more  striking  in- 
stance tliantlie  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
tl lis  sketch .  Afr.  Jorgenson  is  a  native  of 
DcMinmrlc,  born  7\])ril  9,  1851.  IJe  was 
reared  in  tlie  land  of  his  birth  nntil  liis  twen- 
tieth year,  when  he  determined  to  come  to 
this  land  of  groat  possibilities,  in  search  of 
his  forlmio.  Ho  left  home  in  September, 
18T1,  and  after  crossing  tlioboisterons  Atlan- 
tic, landed  at  Neiv  York  October  16th. 
Starting  for  tiio  West  he  arrived  at  Chicago 
some  eight  days  after  the  great  fire  that  so 
nearly  consumed  that  city.  He  remained 
there  for  about  three  years,  after  which  he 
came  to  j\[inneaiiolis  where  lie  engaged  in 
the  cigar  and  tobacco  trade,  and  continued 
in  that  line  for  two  years.  At  the  ()x[)iration 
of  that  time  ho  removed  to  Hutchinson,  and, 
in  company  with  J.  P.  Jensen,  went  into 
trade.  This  was  in  September,  187C.  One 
year  later  he  bought  out  his  partner's  inter- 
est and  operated  the  business  alone  until 
June,  1887. 

In  1884-,  Mr.  Jorgenson  ])urchased  and 
I'cbuilt  the  Merchants'  hotel,  and  ran  that  in 
connection  with  his  other  business  for  three 
years.  In  1SS5  he  bought  the  American 
house  and  leased  thai,  for  liotcl  purposes,  and 
still  owns  both  ])iecos  of  property.  lie  has 
always  been  a,  very  oiiterprisiiig  and  i)'jblic 
spirited  citizen  of  the  ])lace.  One  instance 
of  this  was  his  entering  into  a  contract,  in 
company  with  D.A.Adams,  W.  T.  .Donni- 
•well  ami  M.  .1.  Peppci't,  with  the  Chicago, 
iMilwatikoe  &  St.  I'aul  Railroad,  by  which 
tliey  guaranteed  to  the  latter  corporation 
the  depot  grounds  and  the  rigiit  of  way  if 
the  road  was  extended  to  their  town.  The 
subscriptions  being  short  tliese  gentlemen 
had  to  pa3',  each  of  thein,  the  sum  of  $072. 

Mr.  Jorgenson  was  united  iu  marriage 
February  5,  1878,  with  IVliss  Mary  Johnson, 
a.  native  of  Norway. 


ICHAEL  GRIMM,  one  of  the  lead- 
j^l^i^  ing  citizens  of  Glencoe,  and  an 
extensive  dealer  in  farm  machinery,  came  to 
McLeod  county.  May  20,  1872.  It  was  his 
intention  to  look  over  the  country,  and  being 
pleased  with  the  looks  of  the  land  purchased 
one-quarter  of  section  28,  in  the  town  of 
Glencoe,  and  returned  to  Eochester,  this 
State,  where  he  was  then  living.  lie  removed 
here  the  following  spring  and  partially  im- 
proved his  farm,  but  sold  it  in  1875,  and  pur- 
chased another  tract  in  section  29,  adjoining. 
This  he  also  improved  and  lived  there  until 
1879,  when  he  removed  to  the  village  of 
Glencoe,  renting  his  farm. 

Mr,  G''i'um  is  a  native  of  Marion  county, 
Ohio,  born  June  3,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of 
Michael  and  Salome  (Ileiinlich)  Grimm,  the ' 
former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  that  beau- 
tiful land  of  Bavaria,  in  classic  Germany,  and 
the  latter  of  Elsass  (or  Alsace),  now  a  part 
of  the  German  Empire.  The  father  of  our 
subject  came  to  the  United  States  in  his 
youth  with  his  .parents,  who  settled  in  Penn- 
sylvania. From  there  he  removed  to  Marion 
county,  Ohio,  in  1833,  then  a  new  country, 
with  but  few  neighbors,  and  the  nearest  grist 
mill  forty  miles  distant.  Here  the  father  of 
Michael  lived  after  the  death  of  his  father 
until  the  fall  of  1862,  when  he  removed  to 
Marshall  county,  Ind.,  where  tlie  old  gentle- 
man now  lives. 

The  subject  of  tliis  personal  sketch  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  he  had  attained 
his  twenty-fifth  year,  being  reared  upon  the 
farm,  and  having  but  limited  opportunities 
for  schooling.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
September  12,  1867,  with  ]\[iss  Elizabeth 
Maiiuwal,  and  removed  to  a  farm  which  he 
owned,  where  the  young  couple  livecT  until 
the  spring  of  1872,  when  they  came  to  this 
State  and  stopped  at  Ilochester,  arriving 
there  March  19tli.  He  rented  a  farm  there 
and  lived  there  until  coining  to  McLeod 
county.    In  the  spring  of  1883  ho  entered 
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into  his  present  business  in  whicii  he  has  met 
with  great  success.  He  has  been  elected  to 
many  offices  of  honor  and  trusc  on  the  town 
and  school  boards,  and  i-anks  high  in  the 
estimation  of  the  community. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grimm  are  the  parents  of 
eight  children — Ida  L.,  Albert  M.  S.,  Fi-eiler- 
ick  O.  "W.,  Elsie  A.  G.,  Clara  E.,  and  Cliarles 
Adam,  who  died  Marcii  2,  1879,  and  two 
that  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  ajid  Mrs.  Grimm 
are  zealous  members  of  the  Gorman  Luthei-an 
Church. 

Tg)  ASMUS  MIKKELSON.  One  of  tiie 
J>|\^  worthy,  representative  farmers  of  the 
town  of  Lynn,  has  a  beautiful  home  on  the 
banks  of  Lake  Otter,  on  section  10.  lie  has 
there  a  fine  place  that  embraces  some  123 
acres  of  most  excellent  land,  and  has  put  up 
some  handsome  improvements.  His  resi- 
dence, which  is  an  elegant  cottage,  and  the 
large  barn  and  other  buildings,  are  surround- 
ed by  a  thrifty  grove,  set  out  by  the  OAvner, 
that  contains  sometliing  like  3,000  trees  of 
various  species.  The  whole  place  evinces 
that  the  proprietor  is  thrifty  and  that  success 
has  rewarded  his  efforts  toward  a  compe- 
tency. 

Mr.  Mikkelson  is  a  native  of  the  kingdom 
of  Denmark,  having  been  boi-n  at  Horsens, 
March  24,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of  Mikkel 
and  Mary  Rasmusson,  In  his  youth  he  re- 
ceived the  education  common  to  tlie  boys  of 
that  country,  and  as  he  reached  mature 
years  engaged  in  agricultural  pui'suits,  iiiring 
his  services  to  the  neighboring  farmers,  lie 
thus  put  in  the  time  until  lie  was  about 
twenty-six  years  old,  and  then  purchased  a 
farm  of  his  own  and  made  his  home  upon 
that,  occupied  in  the  avocations  of  a  farmer's 
life.  In  1880,  believing  that  in  this  country 
there  was  a  better  chance  for  success,  he 
immigrated  thither  and  came  dii'ectly  to  this 


section  of  country.  Foi-  two  years  he  was 
employed  by  others  and  then  he  purchased 
the  farm  where  he  now  lives  and  carries  on 
his  business. 

Mr.  Mikkelson  was  united  in  iuarriage  in 
Denmark,  June  14,  1ST4,  with  Miss  Carrie 
Easmusson.  who  died  May  18,  1877,  leaving 
two  chiklren — Peter,  who  was  born  July  13, 
18Y5,  and  Mai'y,  whose  birth  took  place  May 
9,  1877.  After  coming  to  IMcLeod  county, 
on  the  3d  of  February,  1883,  he  was  marrieil 
to  Miss  Caroline  Anderson,  a  native  of 
Sweden.  By  this  union  there  have  been  two 
chiklren,  as  follows — Andrew,  bor  nlSTovem- 
ber  2,  1882,  and  Anna,  born  December  5, 
1883. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  member  of 
the  Danish  Lutheran  church  and  a  zealous 
and  consistent  Christian.  In  his  political 
views  he  aHiliatcs  with  the  republican  ])arty 
and  in  the  discharge  of  his  right  of  suffrage 
accepts  the  candidates  of  that  organization. 

■  ■  ■» 

JOHN  ILETT.  Among  the  enterprising 
business  men  in  the  thi'iving  village  of 
Brownton  is  the  subject  of  this  menmir. 
He  came  to  this  county  in  1800  and  settled 
about  two  miles  south  of  where  the  village 
now  stands,  and  for  many  years  carried  on 
agriculture  on  that  place  and  others  in  this 
and  in  Tied  wood  county.  In  1882  he  came 
to  the  little  hamlet  and  bought  out  a  tem- 
perance billiard  hall,  to  which  he  has  added 
quite  a  stock  of  goods ;  he  is  also  the  owner  of 
the  dray  lino  of  the  villago,'having  a  man  to 
attend  to  that  branch  of  hishusiness.  He  has 
always,  since  his  advent  here,  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  place,  and  has  lilled 
the  offices  of  deputy  sheriff,  constable  and 
school  director,  and  occupies  the  lattoi"  posi- 
tion now. 

Mr.  Ilett_was  born  in  the  town  of  Barton, 
Tioga  county,  N.  Y.,  March  3,  1842,  and  is 
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tlio  son  of  John  and  Lydia  J.  (Davis)  Ilett,  a 
sketch  of  whom  ai)pears  elsowliere  in  the 
pages  of  til  is  volume,  in  connection  with 
that  of  their  eldest  son  Charles.  His  school 
days  were  spent  in  Fond  du  Lac  county, 
AVis.,  wliither  the  family  had  moved,  and  he 
linished  thcni  in  Dodge  county,  l^Iimi.  At 
the  ago  of  nineteen  years  lie  C())nmenced  the 
battle  of  life  by  taking  up  fanning  in  Dodge 
county.  During  the  Indian  troubles  in  1802 
he  volunteered  and  was  at  New  Ulm,  at  the 
time  of  the  attack  on  that  village,  and  was 
actively  engaged  in  helping  to  repel  the 
savage  foe. 

jS[r.  Ilett  was  uuin-icd  ]\rarcii  20,  1870,  to 
]\[iss  Lucy  0.  Goodrich,  a  native  oE  tiie  town 
of  ILidley,  Will  county,  111.,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  J.  and  Rebecca  (Iluntlj)  Goodricli. 
By  their  union  they  have  had  a  family  o"f 
six  children,  as  follows— Sadie  F..  Ida  J., 
diaries  F.,  James  lioy,  Ava,  M.  aiul  I^fyrtle 
E.  In  liis  politics  our  subject  is  a  ti'icd  and 
trusty  follower  of  the  republican  party,  and 
has  always  cast  his  ballot  for  the  candidates 
olfei'ed  by  that  oi'ganiza,tion,  his  first  vote 
having  been  cast  for  Abi-aham  Lincoln  in 
18G4.  ~ 

^MEARLOW  B.  SWAN,  a  young  and  en. 
'.i?^JL  tei'pi'ising  farmer  of  the  town  of 
Tenn,  living  on  section  0,  was  born  in  Fond 
du  Lac  county,  Wis.,  September  10,  18(55, 
and  is  the  son  ol'  Almond  and  Esther  (Alder- 
man) Swan.  Ills  father  was  a  native  of 
llcnsselaci- county,  Jf.  Y.,  who,  in  184(1,  came 
west  and  settled  in  \\nsc(msin.  In  1879  he 
came  to  Minnesota  and  lierc  uuido  a  home. 
Tlie  father  died  Alay  17, 1SS3,  but  the  mother 
is  still  spared  to  her  children.  They  were 
married  November  25,  ISil,  and  had  a 
family  of  eight  chihlren— 13yron  V.,  Nelson 
and  Geoi-ge,  all  deceased,  and  Fidelia,  Ed- 


ward, Alden,  Eugene  and  Harlow,  who  are 
living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  State, 
and  linished  his  studies  in  18T9.  He  com- 
menced the  duties  of  life  on  his  fatlier's  farm 
in  this  county,  and  has  adopted  agriculture 
iis  a  calling.  He  was  married  December  24, 
1884,  to  Miss  Ida  Oleson,  a  native  of  Nor- 
Avay,  who  was  brought  to  this  country  by  her 
mother.  By  this  union  there  have  been  two 
childi-en— Harry  AVill is.  born  April  4,  1886, 
and  Perlie  May,  born  September  15,  1887. 

IMrs.  Esther  Swan,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Massachusetts,  August  31, 
1823,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Talcott  and 
Sarah  (Stephens')  Alderuum,  both  of  her  par- 
ents having  been  born  in  Connecticut.  Her 
mother  died  August  28,  1803,  und  her  father 
November  7,  1803.  She  is  "one  of  a  f.-imily 
of  three  children,  the  others  being  Albert 
and  Fidelia.  Albert  died  in  ISGO,  leaving  a 
wife,  formerly  a  Miss  Susan  Altlcman,  and 
six  children.  The  inother  of  the  chikL-en 
died,  also,  January  8,  1872.  JMi-s.  Esther 
Swan  received  a  line  education  at  the  town 
of  West  Springfield,  Hampden  county,  in 
"  The  Old  Bay  State."  • 

Her  husband  was  elected  to^the  Wisconsin 
Legislature  while  living  in  that  State,'  in 
1877,  and  held  many  other  ]n'oininent  posi- 
tions. He  was  a  highly  influential  citizen,' 
where  best  known,  and  a.  man  of  iibility. 

BAVID  S.  SIVRIGHT.  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  iMcLeod  county,  and  one 
of  its  most  substantial  and  enterprising  citi- 
zens, is  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  was  born 
in  Cornwiiiiis,  Kings  county,  in  183J.  In 
1843  was  brought  to  De  Kalb  county.  111.,  by 
his  parents,  James  M.  Sivright  and  wife, 
when  a  mere  lad  of  twelve  years  of  age.  He 
was  reared  in  that  State,  and  May  10,  1854, 


McLEOD  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


was  united  in  marriage  witliMiss  II.  E.  TifiFt, 
and  with  his  young  wife  started  out  to  bat- 
tle for  himself.  In  the  spring  of  1855,  in 
company  with  S.  L.  Tifft  and  T.  Dennis,  he 
came  west,  all  having  their  families  Avith 
them.  They  iiad  six  covei'ed  wagons,  and 
drove  a  lot  of  cattle  through  from  the  State 
of  Illinois  to  this  State.  On  arriving  in 
McLeod  county  Mi-,  Sivright  took  up  a 
claim  in  the  northern  pai'tof  it,  where  he  re- 
mained that  season,  but  in  tlie  fall,  having 
sold  off  his  stock,  lie  returned  to  Illinois.  The 
following  year  he  went  to  California,  over- 
land, and  after  a  short  time  spent  there  i-e- 
turned  to  the  "  Sucker  State."  In  the  fall 
•  of  1'85Y  he  made  his  appearance  again  in 
McLeod  county  and  took  up  a  farm  of 
160  acres  of  land  on  sections  20  and  21  of 
^  the  south  half  of  Kutcliinson  township  and 
commenced  its  improvement.  There  he  made 
his  home  until  1881,  and  in  the  meantime 
brought  the  land  to  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  fertility.  At  the  time  of  the  Indian 
outbreak  he  was  living  in  the  village  on  the 
east  side  of  the  park  where  he  now  lives,  and 
participated  in  all  of  the  troubles  and  excite- 
ments of  those  tragic  days.  When  the  Avord 
was  brought  to  the  village  of  the  out  num- 
bering  and  desperate  conflict  sustained  b}-^ 
the  company  under  Capt.  Strout  at  Acton, 
Mr.  Sivright  took  his  team  and  all  the  men 
that  could  stand  up  in  the  wagon  and  in  com- 
pany with  another  wagon  so  loaded  stai'ted 
out  to  meet  the  command  and  assist  them. 
They  found  them  at  Cedar  Mills,  on  theii- 
way  to  Hutchinson,  carrying  tlieir  wounded 
comrades.  The  latter  were  put  in  the  wagoiis- 
and  brought  to  the  village  where  they  were 
cared  for.  The  day  following  the  savages 
attacked  Hutchinson,  having  followed  the 
little  column  of  Strout's,  and  had  camped 
that  night  in  the  timber  west  of  the  village. 
In  the  morning,  about  0  o'clock,  the  attack 
was  made,  and  the  subject  of  this  memoir 
participated  in  the  whole  conflict.  He  showed 
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the  writer  the  stal)le  where  he  was  ensconced, 
and  from  which  he  fired  so  strongly  tiiat  he 
drove  the  savages  away  from  a  house  \\-liicli 
was  burned  later  in  the  day.  Some  lioiirs 
later  he  lay  behind  an  old  fence  that  stood 
whei'eMain  and  "Washington  streetsnowcross, 
and  while  there  the  Indians,  as  he  graphic- 
ally puts  it,  iired  a  pint  of  bullets  at  him  but 
failed  to  touch  him.  On  the  evening  of  the 
death  of  Li  tile  Crow  onr  subject  was  the 
first  man  to  meet  young  Lamsun,'an(l  got  up 
a  party  to  look  up  the. father,  who  was  sup- 
posed to  have  been  siiot  as  he  did  not  make 
his  appeai'ancc.  This  was  rentiei'ed  unnocos- 
sary  by  the  missing  nuui  coming  in  during 
the  night.  The  next  morning  j^lr.  Sivright 
Avcnt  with  those  who  brought  in  the  body 
of  the  Indian  chief. 

Aftersiiendingtiie  winter  of  1802-03  in  bu3'-- 
ing  furs,  Mr.  Sivright  settled  down  upon  his 
farm,  where  ho  lived  until  he  removed  to  tlie 
village,  in  I  SSI.  At  that  time  he  built  a 
barn  and  embarked  in  veterinary  surger3% 
and  followed  that  profession  until  1SS7,  when 
he  rented  the  barn  and  has  to  a  gi'oat  extent 
retired  from  the  active  cares  of  life,  lie  has 
a  line  farm  and  considerable  real  estate  in 
the  village  and  is  very  comfortably  olF  in 
this  world's  goods  and  enjoys  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  the  entire  community. 

PRENTISS  CHUBB,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  this  county,  and  a  man  thoroughly 
identilied  with  its  development  and  growth, 
is  a  resident  of  the  village  of  Glencoe.  He 
is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  born  in 
Washington  county,  April  13,  1827,  cand  is 
tlie  son  of  John  and  Lydia  (King)  Chubb. 
Both  of  his  grandfathers,  John  Chubb  and 
John  King,  were  soldiers  in  the  Continental 
arm}',  during  the  struggle  for  independence. 

The  father  of  our  subject  owned  a  farm 
three  miles  east  of  Fort  Edward,  but  from 
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tliere,  in  about '1837,  lie  moved  to  Dresden, 
Avliere  lie  lived  until  his  death,  wliich  took 
place  January  IT,  1848,  ^vh6n  he  was  sixty 
years  of  age.  Prentiss,  the  eldest  of  seven 
children,  then  assumed  charge  of  the  farm 
and  I'cmaincd  at  home  until  his  marriage, 
April  24,  1854,  Avitli  Mrs.  Annie  M.  (Wiley) 
Xce.  lie  remained  in  his  native  county  un- 
til  ISoG,  Avhen  lie  came  to  ISEinnesota,  by  way 
of  Dubuque  and  St.  Paul,  and  from  the  latter 
to  this  county,  where  ho  took  up  1G0  acres 
of  hind  in  the  town  of  Glencoe,  and  entered 
upon  its  cultivation.  In  July  he  returned  to 
the  "Empire  State'-'  for  his  family,  and  that 
fall  put  up  a  log  cabin  on  his  farm  and  settled 
there.  The  trials  and  struggles  of  the  early 
settlers  he  sliared,  and  bravely  endured  the 
many  privations  incident  to  life  upon  the 
frontier.  All  theirjn-oduce  was  hauled  from 
here  to  Oa.rvcr  and  St.  Paul  for  market,  and 
brought  but  40  or  50  cents  per  bushel  for 
wheat  and  everything  else  in  proportion. 

In  18G0  Mr.  Chubb  moved  to  the  village 
of  Hutchinson  to  avail  himself  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  schools  for  his  children,  and  was 
there  during  the  terrible  days  of  the  Indian 
outbreak.  He  sent  his  family  to  Minneapolis 
for  safety,  but  remained  himself  to  help  pro- 
tect the  town.  During  the  attack  upon  the 
place  his  house  and  household  goods  were 
burned  by  the  savages  while  lie  was  absent 
from  the  place,  ha,ving  gone  to  Glencoe  to 
pilot  the  ca])tain  of  company  G  across.  lie 
Avas  a  member  of  the  home  guards  and  ser- 
geant of  the  C(nni)any.  ]]y  tlie  destruction  of 
his  property  and  the  theft  of  his  cattle  he 
suffered  much  loss,  as  all  that  tiicy  saved 
■wius  the  clothes  they  had  on.  In  1SG3  he 
returned  with  liis  family  to  Now  York  and 
remained  until  18(!5,  wheii  lie  came  back  to 
]\[cLeod  county  and  settled  in  Glencoe  town- 
slii]).  In  coinpany  Avith  P.  W.  Savage.  Mr. 
^Chubb  brought  the  first  threshing  machine 
into  this  county  in  1859.  This  was  an  eight- 
liorse  power  machine.    For  the  first  few 


years  he  was  liere  he  was  engaged  in  haul- 
ing goods  from  Minneapolis,  Carver,  etc.,  to 
this  point,  often  getting  big  prices  for  the 
same. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Chubb  have  a  family  of  five 
children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased.  Those 
living  are— "William  Henry,  DeliaL.,  Phoebe 
Emma  and  Irwin  Newton.  Irvie  is  deceased. 
Mrs.  Chubb  had  four  children  by  her  former 
marriage-Alexander,  Mai-garet  Jane,  Nellie 
and  Aunbet. 

^^IMEON  M.  GOODALE,  a  representa- 
tive  young  American  farmer,  of  the 
town  of  Eich  Valley,  came  to  this  county  in 
1865  with  his  parents,  Ebenezer  and  Jane 
Goodale,  Avho  settled  upon  a  homestead  of 
IGO  acres  in  the  town  of  Penn.  There  they 
carried  on  farming  and  stock  raising  until 
18Y8,  Avhen  the  father  sold  the  farm  and  re- 
moved to  section  22,  Eich  Valley,  where  he 
purchased  a  place  and  carried  on  fanning, 
aided  by  his  son  Simeon  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  February  22,  1886. 

Ebenezer  Goodale  was  a  native  of  Maine, 
born  November  14,  1812,  and  had  been  a 
farmer  all  his  life.  "When  he  was  nine  years 
of  age  his  father,  a  ship  carpenter,  died  in 
St.  Andrews,  Avhile  working  at  his  trade,  and 
the  wido\v  removed  to  Maine  with  her  family, 
which  consisted  of  eight  boys  and  one  girl, 
Ebenezer  being  the  youngest."  When  Ebe-. 
nezer  arrived  at  manhood  he  married  I^frs. 
Jane  Holmes,  a  Avidow  Avith  one  child,- 
George.  ]'y  this  marriage  he  became  the 
father  of  three  children — Charles,  Simeon 
and  Susan.  At  an  early  day  the  family  re- 
moved to  Wisconsin,  where  they  lived  for 
ten  3'-ears  and  then  came  to  Minnesota,  as 
stated  above.  Ebenezer  Goodale  was  a  num 
of  tiie  strictest  integrity,  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  church,  and  bore  the  respect 
of  all  Avho  kncAV  him.  -  His  AvidoAV,  Avho  still 
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survives  him,  is  a  native  of  Maine.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Jane  Cooper,  her  parents 
being  Simeon  and  Jane  Cooper.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  is  held 
in  high  esteem.  She  still  makes  her  home 
on  tlie  farm  with  her  son  Simeon.  Cliarles 
and  Susan  Goodale  Avere  born  in  Corrina, - 
Me.  ' 

Simeon  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  October 
24,  185Y,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  this  county.  He  remained  at  his 
studies  until  he  was  some  twenty--  years  of 
age  and  acquired  a  large  stock  of  practical 
knowledge.  He  is  a  republican  in  his  poli- 
tics and  a  member  of  the  Church  of  God. 
He  is  still  a  single  man. 

His  sister,  Susan  married  Asbury  Poole, 
of  this  county,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  in 
the  pages  of  this  albcm.  Charles  is  still 
single  and  is  engaged  in  farming.  The  half 
brother,  George  is  a  farmer,  also,  and 
married  Miss  Rosalie  Eeniamin,  The  family 
are  among  the  best  in  the  township  and  are 
leaders  in  all  good  worlc,  and  ever  ready  to 
help  in  anything  that  will  benefit  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  live. 

JOHN  R.  FRENCH,  the  first  settler  in  the 
town  of  Aconui,  is  still  a  resident  of  that 
subdivision  of  tlio  county.   He  is  tlie  son  of 
Tiioinas    -  -1    Mary   (Reynolds)  Frencliy 
.  native."^  ^  s  -V        *.,  and  was  born  in  Corn- 
wall, v..  tliat  coih  rry,  October  9, 1835.  The 
■family  left  the  siiores  of   "White  Cliffed 
Albion  "  about  1844  and  sought  in  llio  Now 
World  the  betterment  of  tlieir  fortune.  They 
settled  in  Sherbrook  county,  Canada,  and 
tiiere,  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  our  subject 
commenced  the  battle  of  life,  earning  his 
own  living  by  working  for  the  neighboring 
farmei-8.    This  he  followed  until  1855,  when 
he  came  to  Minnesota  and  for  a  year  was 
engaged  in  the  pineries.   At  the  end  of  that 


time  he  came  to  this  county  and  made  a 
claim  of  141  acres  on  section  14,  Aconia 
township,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since  with 
the  exception  of  the  years  passed  in  tlio 
Union  army. 

August  24,  1800,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  united  in  niari-iage  with  Miss  Adelia 
Lamson,  who  was  born  in  Alicliigan,  Decem- 
ber 13,  1842,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Nathan 
and  Eoxie  (Chambers)  Lanison,  natives  of 
Vermont  and  New  York,  respectively,  ilor 
father  has  gained  an  enviable  notoriety  as 
being  the  man  who  witli  his  son,  Chauncey, 
shot  and  killed  Little  Crow,  the  Sioux  cliief, 
the  authoi-  of  tiie  massacre  of  18ti2. 

Notwithstanding  the  home  ties  that  bound 
him,  October  20,   1801,  Mr.  Frencii,  in 
response  to  tlie  cry  of  an  endangeretl  coun- 
try, left  his  young  wife  and  enlisted  in  com- 
pany B,  Fourtli  Minnesota  Infantry.  The 
first  winter,  company  B,  of  this  regiment  was 
stationed  iit  Fort  Ridgely,  but  early  in  the 
spring  they  were  transiorrod  to  the  front, 
and  they  reached  the  bloody  Held  of  Sliiloh 
a  little  too  late  to  participate  in  that  engage- 
ment.  From  this  time  on  our  subject  was 
activelj''  employed  and  served  some  three 
years.    At  Boonsboro  he  volunteered  to  join 
the  pioneer  corps,  a  service  of  danger  and 
toil.    He  was  mustered  out  at  Cartersville, 
Ga.,  and  returned  to  his  homo.  During 
his  absence  the  dread  fid  Indian  massacre 
that  depopulated  the  boi'dor,  had  occurred, 
and  his  wife  had  fled,  like. everybody  else  to 
a  point  of  safety,  and  as  it  rained  while  she 
was  traveling  from  Glencoe  to  Young  Amer- 
ica in  an  open  wagon,  her  babe  took  cold 
and  tiled. 

Mr.  and  ^Mrs.  Fi-ench  arc  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  living,  as  follows— IMary,  born 
July  24,  1805;  AVillard,  boi'n  November  28, 
1800;  Luvia,  born  May  17,  18G8;  Francis, 
born  November  4,  1809;  Nicholas,  born 
August  4,  1874;  Mina,  boi'u  January  0,1870; 
Abbie,  born  February  1,  1881;  John,  born 
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FebfUiuy  3,  1S83,  Cliai-les,  born  August.  11, 
1884;  and  Orra,  born  December  10,  188Y. 

^;UGENE  D.  CASE.au  al)le  and  talented 
attorney  located  in  the  village  of 
lliitcliiiisoii,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Flain- 
view,  Wabasha  county,  Minn.,  March  9, 
lS(i3,  and  is  the  son  of  Douglas  E.  and  Mary 
iOwen)  Case.  Ifis  ])arents  were  natives  of 
Vermont  and  New  York,  respectively,  wlio 
had  come  to  Wisconsin  in  their  youth  and 
were  there  married.  For  some  time  the 
father  of  our  subject  was  engaged  in  farming 
in  the  "  Badger  State,"  but  in  an  early  day 
came  to  Minnesota  and  settled  in  Wtibasiia 
county.  During  tiie  late  Civil  Waa-  Mr.  Case 
enlisted  in  the  First  Jlinnesota  Light  Artil- 
lery, and'servod  throe  years. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  afforded 
all  the  facilities  foi-  acciniring  a,n  education, 
and  after  receiving  the  rudiments  in  the 
common  schools*  of  his  native  county  he 
attended  the  Pillsbury  academ}^,  at  Owa- 
toniui,  from  which  he  was  gi'adnatcd  in 
1881.    The  following  spring  ho  received  the 
appointment  of  Assistant  Adjutant-General 
of  this  State,  and  held  that  oliice  for  a  year, 
when,  his  health  failing,  he  resigned  the 
position,    lie  taught  .school  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  homo  for  a  year,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  was  the  recipient  of  an 
appointment  to  a  clerkship  in  the  United 
States  Treasury  Department.    While  attend- 
ing to  the  duties  of  that  position  ho  pur- 
sued a  course  of  study  and  lectures  at  the' 
National  Law  School',  and   when  he  had 
finished  that  I'esignod  his  ollicial  position, 
ami,  returning  to   Minnesota,  opened  an 
oUice  for  the  practice  of  law  in  ]\Iinnea])olis. 
In  Api-il,  1888,  ho  removed  to  Hutchinson, 
and  is  there  located  and  in  full  pi-actice.' 
Mr.  Case  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church 
and  an  earnest  -worker  in  all  Christian  -work. 


ARL  HAGEN,  an  enterprising  farmer 
of  the  town  of  Sumter,  living  on  sec- 
tion 2,  is  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany, 
born  January  13,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of 
ILigen  B.  and  Jidianna  (I3runs)  Hagen.  His 
parents  both  died  in  their  native  land,  hav- 
ing been  always  residents  of  the  village  of 
Tueny  in  that  kingdom.  They  had  a  family 
of  five  children  as  follows  —  Henry  B.,  who 
came  to  this  country  and  died  with  tlie 
cholera ;  Caroline,  now  in  Missouri,  and  the 
wife  of  James  Malasion;  Antonettie,  wife 
of  John  Reakeman  of  this  county  ;•  Carl,' 
of  whom  this  sketch  is  written,  and  Anna, 
Mrs.  John  Bloomingdale,  of  Renville  county. 

Carl  received  his  early  education  in  the 
land  of  liis  birth,  and  Avhile  yet  .a  boy  was 
set  to  Avork  on  the  farm.  •  In  1868,  after 
speiuling  twenty-four  years  there,  he  crossed 
the  ocean  to  the  New  World,  and  landed 
after  a  tedious  ])assage  of  nine  weeks  at 
the  port  of  New  Orleans.  From  the  latter 
place  he  went  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  was 
there  employed  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  II, 
Thirty-second  Indiana  Infantry,  for  three 
years,  but  after  i)articip_ating  in  the  battle 
of  Shiloh  ho  -was  discharged  for  disability 
m  J\ray,  18G2.  Returning  to  the  North  ho 
settled  in  Lake  county,  111.,  where  ho  made" 
his  homo  until  1870,  when  he  came  to  this 
county.  On  his  arrival  here  he  purchased 
the  200  acres  of  line  land  that  he  now  owns, 
and  has  nuide  all  the  improvements  and 
brought  the  place  to  a  high  state  of  culture 
and  fertility. 

Mr.  Hagen  was  married  December  3, 18C5, 
to  Miss  Licsette  Listliartke,  a  native  of  Schiile, 
Prussia,  Germany,  who  came  to  this  country 
with  her  parents  in  184,'),  Avhen  she  was  but 
two  months  old.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Gerard  Lambert  and  Maria  Listhai-tke.  the 
former  of  whom  is  dead.  By  this  union 
they  are  the  happy  parents  of  three  children 
—  Henry  B.  born  in  Lake  county.  III,  No- 


McLEOD  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


581 


veinber  11,  1866;  Minnie,  born  in  the  same 
locality  August  1, 1869,  and  Friederika,  born 
in  this  county  August  lY,  1872.  Mr.  Ilagen 
is  a  republican  in  his  politics,  and  in  his  re- 
ligious views  favors  the  Evangel iqal  Associ- 
ation churoli.  He  has  served  for  several 
years  as  justice  of  tlie  peace  and  also  as 
clerk  of  the  school  board.  He  is-  the  ])res- 
ent  secretary  of  the  Sumter  Township  Fire 
Association  that  was  organized  in  18Y9.  lie 
is  the  road  overseer  of  the  district  in  wliich 
he  lives ;  is  the  superintendent  of  one  of  the 
Sabbath-schools  in  Hutchinson,  and  is  one 
of  the  leading  citizens  in  the  township  in 
which  he  lives. 

TgnENJAMlN   FRANKLIN    ALLEN,  the 
prominent  and  efficient  dentist  of  the 
village  of  Glencde,  was  born  February  G, 
ISiO,  in  Philadelphia,  that 

Beautiful  city  of  Penn,  that  lies  by  tlie  Delaware's 
waters, 

TVliere  the  streets  bear  the  names  of  the  trees  of  tlie 
forest, 

And  the  poach  is  the  emblem  of  beauty. 

His  parents,  "William' and  Sarah  (Prather') 
Allen,  were  both  natives  of  England,  but  had 
come  to  this  country'  in  their  childhood  with 
their  parents.  Tiie  father  of  "VVilliani  Allen. 
Eeuben,  settled  with  his  wife,  Sarah,  in 
North  Carolina,  Avhere  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject grew  to  manhood.  Mattliew  and  Rachel 
Prather,  the  maternal  grandparents  of  lien- 
jamin,  located  at  "Wheeling,  A'"a.,  where  Mrs. 
Allen  was  reared.  They  were  married  in 
"Wheeling,-  Ya.,  after  which  tliey  moved  to 
Philadelphia.  When  our  subject  was  some 
thirteen  years  of  age  the  family  removed  to 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where  they  made  their 
home.  They  came  to  Eochester,  J\linn.,  to 
visit  their  son,  in  IBYl,  and  there  the  father 
died.  The  mother  is  still  living  in  the  old 
home  in  Indiana. 

Benjamin  remained  at  homo  with  his  par- 


ents, enjoying  the  excellent  advantages 
afforded 'by  the  city  schools  of  both  Phila- 
delphia and  Indianapolis,  until  he  had 
reached  his  sixteenth  birtlidaj',  when  he  en- 
tered a  boot  and  shoe  store  in  the  latter  city 
as  a  clerk,  and  remained  there  until  the  fall 
of  18G0,  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  mean- 
time. At  that  time  he  matricidtited  at 
Franklin  college,  Ind.-,  and  gave  his  mind  to 
study.  The  war  broke  out,  and  on  the  first 
call  for  troops  young  Allen  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  Eighth  Indiana  Infan'tr}',  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  campaign  in  West  Virginia, 
uiuler  McClellan,  in  the  battle  of  Rich  IMoun- 
tain  and  of  Laurel  Hill.  At  the  expiration 
of  his  three  months'  service  he  was  mustered 
out,  but  thirty  days  later  ho  re-enlisted  in 
the  Thirty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry,  Com- 
pany D,  and  served  with  them  about  four 
years.  Ho  was  actively  engaged  in  most  of 
the  campaigns  in  the  Southwest,  and  present 
at  the  battles  of  Brown  Church,  Champion 
Hill,  Black  Piver  Bridge,  Jackson  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg.  These  are  but  the  prin- 
cipal ones,  fortheji-had  many  more,  and  with 
heavy  losses.  Ile-enlisting,  the  regintent 
was  ordered  to  Brownsville,  Tex.,  when!  our 
subject  was  commis.sioue(l  as  brigade  quarter- 
master, with  the  rank  of  captain,  and  .served 
in  that  capacity  until  the  t-loso  of  the  war, 
being  mustered  out  at  Now  Orleans  June  22, 
1865. 

On  returning  to  his  home  the  Doctor  en- 
tered a  dental  oHice,  and  rcmaiuetl  thci'o  for 
some  two  years.  A  course  in  the  Phila- 
delphia Dental  College  next  succeeded,  after 
which,  in  the  spring  of  ISCly,  he  went  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  practiced  his  profession  in 
company  with  Doctor  Thomas  for  about  two 
years,  ileturning  to  Indianajjolis,  ho  took 
charge  of  the  otiico  of  Dr.  K.  J.  !Mil:chell, 
whore  he  staid  until  1874-,  at  which  date 
Di".  Allen  came  to  this  BUito  and  located 
at  Poclioster.  lie  came  to  the  viliauo  of 
(rlencoe  in  1878  and  opened  his  pleasant 
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denta,!  rooms  and  has  continued  a  resident 
ever  since.  • 

Benjamin  F.  Allen  has  been  thrice  mar- 
ried ;  tlie  lirst  time,  February  6, 1866,  to  Miss 
Kiltie  Ilelvie,  by  wliom  lie  had  two  children 
— Harry  and  Zetta.  Ilis  second  marriage 
was  in  18T3,  and  Miss  Anna  Cutler  Avas  the 
bride.  Ilistliird  marriage  occurred  Novem- 
ber 21, 1880,  at  whicii  time  lie  espoused  Miss 
Martha  L.  Messor,  and  the  union  has  been 
blessed  with  one  child,  Archie.  The  Doctor 
is  a  member  of  tlio  MasoTiic  fraternity  and 
of  the  Order  of  Workmen. 

RA  KINGSLEY  LEWIS,  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative self-made  men  of  tills  county 
and  one  that  merits  all  the  encomiums  that 
are  Ijestowed  upon  him,  is  a  resident  of  the 
village  of  Winsted.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
State,  born  at  Watertown,  Carver  county, 
January  3,  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Eli  F.  and 
Eleanor  (Kingsley)  Lewis.  His  jiarents  were 
natives  of  New  York,  and  came  to  Minne- 
sota in  1857  and  settled  in  Carver  county. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  the 
elements  of  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  this  State,  working  to  pay  his 
board  in  the  intervals  between  school  ses- 
sions, for  after  the  death  of  his  mother  when 
he  was  but  thirteen,  he  had  no  other  home 
than  Avhat  he  could  provide  for  himself.  Un- 
til he  reached  his  majority  he  was  emplo3'ed 
at  various  occupations,  but  in  18T9,  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  went  to  Cass 
county,  Dak.,  and  there  made  and  per- 
fected a  pre-emption  on  a  piece  of  land.  His 
title  having  been  established  he  sold  out  and 
removed  to  the  village  of  Grove  City,  Meeker 
county,  this  State,  and  there  read  law  with 
John  T.  Alley,  where  he  remained  until  the 
autumn  of  1882.  when  he  came  to  the  village 
of  Winsted,  and  opened  a  law  and  insurance 
office.    He  has  made  his  home  in  this  place 


ever  since,  has  been  honored  by  his  fellow 
citizens  by  having  had  bestowed  upon '  him 
the  office  of  town  clerk  and  that  of  village 
recorder,  both  positions  being  now  filled  by 
him.  March  3, 1888,  he  was  appointed  route 
agent  of  the  United  States  mail  service,  be- 
tween St.  Paul  and  Watertown,  Dak. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  united  in  marriage  October 
IG,  1884,  with  Miss  Emma  Moy,  a  native  of 
Minnesota,  and  the  daughter  of  Fritz  and 
Sarah  (Elmer)  Moy,  of  Winsted  village.' 
The  issue  of  their  union  has  been  two  chil- 
dren—Carl William,  born  September  21, 
1885,  and  lona,  whoso  birtli  took  place 
August  17,  1887.  He  is  a  democrat  in  bis 
political  affiliations,  and  his  future  certainly 
looks  very  promising.  His  wife  is  connected 
with  the  Lutheran  church,  and  is  highly 
esteemed  by  her  neiglibors  and  friends. 

WILLIAM  B.HARRINGTON.  Among 
the  early  settlers  of  the  village  of 
Hutchinson,  and  one  of  its  most  prominent 
citizens,  was  the  esteemed  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  article,  who  is  now  deceased. 
He  was  a  native  of  Canada,  but  came  to  Ohio 
when  but  three  yeai-s  of  a'ge  with  his  parents. 
He  was  reared  there'  and  was  married  in 
Geauga  county,  that  State,  in  1840,  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  S.  Gillson.  They  made  tiieir  home 
in  the  "  Buckeye  State "  until  1852,  when 
Ihey  came  to  Minnesota,  arriving  at  St. 
Paul  April  10th.  They  made  a  settlement  at 
what  is  now  called  Minnetonka  Mills,  where 
they  were  building  the  first  mill.  Mr.  Har- 
rington took  up  a  farm  on  the  west  bank  of 
Lake  Minnetonka  and  commenced  its  im- 
provement. They  were  the  farthest  west 
of  any  settlers  at  that  time. 

In  1853  Mr.  Harrington,  in  company  with 
two  others,  made  an  exploring  expedition  to 
the  west  of  his  place,  and  coming  to  a  lake 
and  perceiving  its  extreme  length,  gave  it 
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the  name  of  Long  Lake,  a  name  it  has  al- 
ways retained.  He  and  his  family  remained 
on  his  farm  in  Hennepin  county  until  March, 
1862,  when  they  removed  to  Hutchinson, 
where  they  were  at  the  time  of  the  Indian 
outbreak  in  the  fall  of  1862.  They  were 
among  the  settlers  that  sougiit  shelter  in  the 
stockade  and  remained  in  tliat  place  for 
some  eight  weeks.  Tliat  fall  the  family 
moved  back  to  the  farm  at  Lake  Minne- 
tonkaand  there  resided  until  the  fall  of  1865 
when  they  came  back  to  this  village.  Here 
he  resided  when  the  death  angel  brought  his 
summons  and  he  passed  aM'ay  from  earth  to 
his  reward,  February  7, 1869. 

Mr.  Harrington  was  the  father  of  five 
child  ren — Henry,  the  pastor  of  tlie  Univer- 
salist  churoii  at  Excelsior  and  the  editor  of 
the  Minnetonka  Mirror;  Fi-ank  M.,  who 
enlisted  in  1862  in  Company  B,  Ninth  Min- 
nesota Infantry  and  was  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  Nashville,  December  15,  1864,  and 
died  December  24th  at  New  Albany,  Ind.; 
Sibyl  F.,now  Mrs.  T.  IL  Pendergasfc^;  Lewis 
P.  and  Milie  A, 

.  The  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Ee- 
public  at  Hutchinson  is  named  after  the 
young  soldier,  Frank  M.  Harrington. 


SBURY  POOL,  of  the  town  of  Sumter, 
came  to  this  county  in  the  spring 
of  1867,  and  settled  upon  a  part  of  section 
32,  where  he  now  lives  and  carries  on  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising.  He  is  a  native  of 
Virginia,  born  May  11,  1839,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Sarah. (Allinder)  Pool.  The 
family  came  to  Minnesota  in  1856,  and  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  near  Eureka,  Dakota  county, 
where  the  father  died  in  1858.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  is  still  fiving  at  the  ri])e  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  She  had  a  family  of  six 
children,  of  whom  Asbury  was  the  second. 
The  others  were  James,  John,  Johnson, 


Annie,  Sarah  and  Thomas.  John  was  in  the 
Fourth  Minnesota  Infanti;)'  dui-ing  the  war, 
and  died  in  1865  on  account  of  injuries  re- 
ceived in  the  service,  having  served  three 
years  and  three  months;  Johnson  Pool  was 
also  in  the  service,  enlisting  iii  the  Second 
Miimesota  Cavalry. 

The  subject  of  this  biograph}'  received  his 
education  in  Miami  county,  Ind.,  whither  the 
family  had  emigrated  in  his  childhood,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  commenced  the  avoca- 
tion of  a  fanner,  and  has  always  followed 
that  business.  He  enlisted  in  February,  1865, 
at  St.  Paul,  in  Company  F,  Second  Minne- 
sota Cavalry,  and  served  until  December  4, 
1866,  when  he  was  discharged  at  Fort  Snell- 
ing.  Eetuniing  to  his  home  in  Dakota  coun- 
ty he  there  resided  until  the  spring  of  1867, 
when  became  here  as  above  mentioned. 

Mr.  Pool  was  united  in  marriage,  Febru- 
ary .25,  1869,  with  Miss  Susan  Goodalej  a 
native  of  Maine,  and  the  daughter  of  Eben- 
ezer  and  Jane  Goodalo.  Uy  this  union  tlioy 
became  the  parents  of  two  children — Arthur, 
born  3fay  1,  1871,  and  Jennie,  wlioso  birth 
took  place  September  28,  1874.  In  his  po- 
litical views  Mr.  Pool  may  be  classed  with 
the  independents,  as  he  is  bound  by  no  party 
lines,  but  votes  for  the  best  men  or  measures 
as  suits  him.  He  has  held  the  office  of  school 
director  of  district  No.  31  for  a  period  of 
two  years,  and  takes  great  interest  in  all  ed- 
ucational matters. 


ALVIN  N.  PERKINS,  one  of  the  most 
pojmlar  and  well-known  citizens  of 
the  town  of  Collins,  lives  on  section  19, 
where  he  has  a  pleasant  home.  He  is  one 
of  the  "brave  boys  in  blue"  that  make 
their  home  in  this  county,  and  is  the  com- 
mander of  the  Grand  Army  Post,  Lytic,  No. 
59,  of  Stewart.  He  is  a  native  of  tlie  grand 
old  commonwealth  of  ^Massachusetts,  born  in 
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Biicldin,  .Franklin  county,  IMa}'  0,  1828,  and 
is  tiie  son  of  Alfred  and  Jane  (Ward)  Per- 
Icins.    From  liis  ninth  year  until  he  was 
sixteen  years  old  lie  worked  in  a  cotton 
mill  at  Colei'ain,  attending  school  part  of 
the  time,  and  was  foreman  of  one  depart- 
ment on  Iciiviiig  the  mill.   Having  a  dis- 
taste for  the  business  he  commenced  to  learn 
the  carpenter's  trade,  and  followed  that  avo- 
cation until  August  14,  1862,  when,  being 
filled  with  ])atriotic  ardor,  he  enlisted  m 
Company  11,  Thirty -seventh  IMassachusetts 
Infantry,  which  was  assigned  for  duty  to 
the  noble  Sixth  Corps,  "  The  followers  of 
the  Cross,"  under  the  comnumd  of  Major- 
General  John  M.  Sedgwick,  and  served  in 
all  three  of  its  divisions.    The  I'egiment  was 
present  at  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg, 
Chancelloi-sville,  Gettysburg,  Hatcher's  Ilun, 
AVilderness,  Sjiottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Cold 
llarboi',  Petersbui'g,  Cedar  Creeic,  Petersburg 
again,  Saylor's  Greek  and  Appomattox,  anU 
he  was  always  in  the  ranks.   The  noble 
regiment  of  which  ho  was  a  member  car- 
ried the  "  cross,"  its  distinctive  nuirk,  into 
the  thickest  of  every  engagement,  and  was 
j'anked  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  Am)}"-  of 
the  Potonnic.   It  was  one  of  those  picked 
out  as  a  ]nark  of  honor  to  go  to  New  York 
at  the  time  of  the  draft  riot  to  quell  the 
disturbance,  and  j'cniained  there  some  three 
mouths.    ]Mr.  J.'erlcins  Avas  remarkable  in 
never  having  been  absent  from  his  regi- 
ment during  its  long  and  vahiable  service, 
and  asked  for  his  Jirst  furlough  on  its  re- 
tm-n  to  AVashington.    Ho  Avas  nuistored  out 
of  service  Juno  28,  18(>5,  and  returned  to  his 
home.    A  few  months  later  he  removed  to 
Northampton,  !MasR.,  where  he  Avns  engaged 
in  contracting  the  niaiuil'acture  of  cutlery, 
and  there  followed  that  business  until  1876, 
Avhen  he  canie  to  Minnesotaj  settling  in  Da- 
kota county  on  a  rented  farm.    One  year 
later  he  removed  to  Collins,  this  county, 
and  homcsteaded  and  took  a  tree  claim  in 


this  and  the  adjoining  county  of  Eenville, 
of  160  acres  of  land,  where  he  now  lives.  • 

Mr.  Perkins  Avas  united  in  marriaae  July 
23,  1851,  with  Miss  Ellen  Martha  Wight, 
the  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Pattie  (Wlii'tuig) 
Wight,  born  in  Pucklin,  Mass.,  December  20, 
1832.  By  this  union  they  have  had  three 
children  — Calvin  Judson,  born  Deceniber 
8,  1852,  and  died  November  22,  1860;  Ellen 
S.,  born  February  13, 1855,  marrietl  Alden  C. 
Carpenter,  of  Dakota  county,  Minn.;  and" 
Harvey  Wight,  born  September  19,  186Y, 
noAv  iivmg  at  home.  Mr.  Perkins  is  a  sfrong 
adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  republican 
party,  and  has  filled  the  offices  of  supervisor 
and  chairman  of  the  board  for  several  years 
Avith  credit  and  honor  to  himself  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  constituents. 

"❖-"J^gJ-^  

;M;0N.  JAMES  C.EDSON,  the  present 
■  JKL  Judge  of  the  Eighth  Judical  District, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  the  county,  is  a  resident  of  the 
.  village  of  Glencoe.  He  was  born  at  Edson's 
Corners,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  February 
•  25,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and 
Sophrx)nia  (Bowcn)  Edsoii.  H is  father,  avLo 
was  born  in  Pridgewater,  Mass.,  wfts 
the  son  of  John  Edson,  a  native  of  that 
place,  born  in  1T48,  and  Judith  (Shaw)  Ed- 
son,  his  wife,  born  in  1749.  The  family  trace 
their  direct  descent  fi'om  Deacon  Samuel 
Edson,  who  Avas  born  in  England  in  1G12, 
and  came  to  the  Plymouth  Bay  Colony  in 
1639,  and  settled  at  Salem,  lie  had  married 
Miss  Susan  Oroutt  previous  to  liis  crossing 
the  water.  In  1650  he  removed  to  Bridge- 
water  and  then  died  in  1692.  From  him  are 
descended  all  the  Edsons  in  this  country. 
The  father  of  the  subjeci  of  this  sketch  Avas 
a  merchant  and  a  potash  manufacturer  in 
early  life  but  in  his  later  years  adopte<l  the 
occupation  of  farming.   In  that  beautiful 
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part  of  the  Empire  State,  in  Otsego  County, 
the  parents  of  CoL  Edson  passed  to  their 
rest  beyond  the  dark  river. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  received  the 
elements  of  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  county  in  his  youth. 
Attaining  maturer  years,  he  was  engaged  in 
farming,  and  in  the  millwright  and  carpen- 
tering trade  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  At  that  time  he  came  Avest 
and  settling  near  Plaihville,  Wis.,  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  which  he  folloAved  for  a 
few  years.  Being  determined  to  adopt  hnv 
as  a  profession  he  entered  the  office  of  J. 
Bowman,  at  ISTewport,  near  Avhere  Kilbourn 
City  now  stands,  and  applied  himself  to  study. 
In  1856  he-was  admitted  to  practice  at  the 
bar  in  Adams  county,  "Wis.,  and  returning 
to  the  East  he  attended  the  law  school  at 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  received  a  diploma  in  1858. 

Our  subject  practiced  his  chosen  profession 
in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  for  two  years,  after 
which  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  opened 
an  office  at  Garden  City,  Blue  Earth  county, 
but  only  for  a  short  time,  for  in  August,18Cl, 
he  removed  to  Glencoe.  The  "Conflict  be- 
tween the  States"  having  broken  out  at  this 
time,  and  fired  by  patriotism,  Mr.  Edson  en- 
tered the  service  as  captain  of  Company  B, 
Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry,  and  served  four 
years.  The  merit  of  his  ser\'ices  is  evinced 
by  the  fact  that  he  rose  in  i-ank,  a  step  at  a 
time,  to  the  command  of  the  regiment  as  its 
colonel.  This  gallant  body  of  men  Avasa 
component  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennes- 
see and  participated  in  many  of  the  campaigns 
in  the  Southwest  and  in  the  famous  March 
to  the  Sea,  "where  deeds  of  eternal  fame  were 
done."  Having  passed  through  fifteen 
pitched  battles  and  innumerable  skirmishes 
without  a  wound,  the  Colonel  was  mustered 
out  with  the  regiment  in  August,  1865. 

Returning  to  Glencoe,  he  resumed  his  law 
practice  and  was  elected  to  the  office  of 


county  attorney  and  held  it  for  some  time. 
In  18T7  he  was  chosen  to  represent  this  dis-. 
trict  in  the  State  Legislature  and  sat  during 
the  session  of  the  Twentieth  Assembly.  His 
position  upon  the  bench  was  assumed  by  him 
in  1887  and  he  has  retained  it  ever  since. 

In  September,  1860,  Judge  Edson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Rich- 
ards, of  Broome  county,  N.  Y.,  who  be- 
came the  mother  of  four  children— James, 
Ella,  Oiiarles  and  Siulie;  Charles  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  Judge  was  formerly  a  member  of 
the  Whig  party,  but  is  now  an  influential  and 
active  republican  in  his  political  affiliations, 
and  a  leader  in  all  movements  that  are  de- 
signed to  elevate  or  improve  the  community 
in  which  he  is  living.  A  portrait  of  this 
prominent  and  representative  citizen  is  pre- 
sented in  another  part' of  this  volume. 

JOHN  D.  PETERS,  who  is  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  on 
sections  3  and  4,  Sumter  township,  came  to 
this  county  in  1868,  from  Cook  county.  111., 
and  settled  where  he  now  lives.  He  has  a 
fine  farm  of  160  acres  of  land,  which  is  well 
improved,  and  is  well  stocked.  He  is  a 
native  of  Holstein,  Germany,  born  October 
14,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Thies  and  Sophia 
(Frasa)  Peters.  He  was  bi'ought  up  and 
received  his  education  in  the  land  of  his  birth 
and  remained  in  school  until  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  sixteen  years.  After  finisiiing  his 
studies,  hejissiste<l  in  carrying  on  his  father's 
farm,  but  on  reaching  his  majority  immi- 
grated to  America.  The  trip  across  the 
wild  Atlantic  lusted  some  nine  weeks,  but 
at  length  he  landed  at  the  port  of  New  York, 
whence  ho  wont  to  Cook  county.  111.,  where 
ho  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until 
coming  to  this  country  as  above  mentioned. 

Mr.  Peters  was  united  in  the  bonds  of 
marriage,  October  22,  1865,  witli  Miss  Eliza 
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Jiiint/cn,  in  Cook  county.  Tlie  laclj"-,  who 
was  liorn  Janiiiuy  27,  1842,  is  tlio  daugliter 
of  Ilcnrv  and  ]\rar_v  (Boxmann)  Jlantzen, 
natives  of  Germany,  wiiocanic  to  tiiiscountry 
in  1830,  and  were  among  tiie  first  settlers  of 
Cliic'Mgo.  Tlipy  iiad  a  family  of  live  girls, 
of  wiiom  i\[rs.  Peters  is  the  tliird.  Tlio  latter 
went  to  school  in  Ciiicago  until  she  was  thir- 
teen years  old,  after  which  she  attended  the 
country  soiiools.  She  has  become  tiie mother 
of  four  children,  vi/C. — Mary,  born  February 
10,  1808;  Henry,  born  October  10,  1809; 
George,  boi'n  April  15,  18T1,  and  Anna,  born 
]\ray  10,  1872. 

Mr.J'etcrs  is  entirely  inde])cndent  of  party 
lines  in  his  political  views,  and  votes  for  tho 
best  men.  In  religion,  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutlicran  church,  and  is  a 
consistent  and  activ6  Christian.  He  is  in 
favor  of  every  mcaHnrc  that  ])i'omiscs  to  re- 
dound to  the  credit  or  benefit  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  is  one  of  the  public-spirited  citizens 
of  the  town.  He  and  his  entire  family 
merit  and  receive  the  esteem  and  respect  of 
all  witli  whom  tliey  come  in  contact. 

i^HARLES  K.  GOODNOW,  tho  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Good  now  & 
Ives,  dealers  in  general  merchandise  in  the 
village  (if  Jlutchinson,  came  to  that  place  in 
the  spring  of  1807,  and,  incomi)any  with  L. 
L.  Day,  put  in  a  stock  of  goods  and  com- 
mencod  mercantile  operations.  At  that  time 
two  sunill  stores,  kept  I'espectivel}'  by  W. 
L.  Sumner  and  A.  ]\[.  SncU,  comprised  the 
entire  business  of  tho  ])lace.  All  goods  were 
hauled  by  team  from  Carver,  and  that  spring 
being  very  wet,  ami  the  roads,  mere  apologies 
for  such,  were  so  bad  that  it  was  almost  im- 
possible to  get  through,  Mr.  L.  L.  Day, 
started  after  goods  with  live  j'oke  of  oxen 
and  as  many  wagons.  After  passing  part  of 
tho  wiiy,  they  ^topped  and  converted  the  hind 


wheels  of  the  wagons  into  carts,  and  on  these 
brought  light  loads  through  the  ihud  to 
Hutchinson.  Flour  was  a  scarce  article  that 
season,  worth  thirteen  dollars  per  barrel  at 
Carver,  and  cost  four  dollars  to  haul  it  from 
there  to  this  place,  but  Day  &  Goodnow  were 
fortunate  enough  to  get  a  quantity  to  supply 
their  trade  from  a  farmer  in  the  vicinity 
who  had  had  it  grouml  at  the  Greenleaf 
mill. 

They  purchased,  the  following  winter,  large 
quantities  of  furs,  handling  over  50,000 
miiskrat  pelts.  They  were  then  doing  busi- 
ness in  a  building  between  where  the  two 
hardware  stores  now  stand,  but  in  1809  com- 
menced the  erection  of  the  store  now  occut 
pied  by  Goodnow  &  Ives,  to  fl-hich  they  have 
added  since.  In  the  spring  of  1870,  Mr. 
Goodnow  bought  out  his  partner  and  ran  the 
business  until  the  following  spring,  when  lie 
admitted  AV.  J.  Ives  to  a  partnership,  and 
the  firm  thus  formed  has  continued  ever 
since.  During  the  grasshopper  times  of 
1875-7G  they  lost  over  $12,000;  but  still  weath- 
ei'ed  it  through.  In  1870  they  started  the 
Black  Hills  butter  trade,  and  in  1878  estab- 
lished a  branch  ofHce  at  Bismarck,  Dakota. 
In  1879  they  started  a  branch  store  at  Stew- 
art, which  they  sold  out  one  year  later.  In 
1881  they  tacquired  an  interest  in  the  elevator 
and  in  a  store  at  Sumter,  and  still  hold  the 
same.  In  1887  they  built  an  elevator  at 
Hutchinson,  with  a  capacity  of  holding  15,- 
000  bushels  of  wheat,  and  are  largely  inter- 
ested in  tho  grain  trade. 

j\[r.  Goodnow  was  born  in  Hopkinton,  St. 
Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.,  Januaiy  18,  1839, 
and  is  the  son  of  Nathaniel  B.  and  Abigail 
(Kent')  Goodnow.  Ills  parents  were  natives 
of  that  part  of  the  "En^pire  State,"  and 
lived  among  its  picturesque  and  mountainous 
scenery  until  the  day  of  the,ir  death. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir,  when  fourteen 
years  of  age,  commenced  work  in  the  tannery 
with  his- father,  where  he  remained  for  three 
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years,  but  a  year's  sickness  caused  him  to 
abandon  the  business.  He  was  appointed 
deputy  postmaster  of  the  village,  and  filled 
the  position  for  two  years.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  entered  tiie  store  of  Ilulburd  & 
Culver,  of  Stockholm,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained seven  years,  and  then  starteil  for  the 
West;  after  a  short  time  spent  in  Redwing, 
Minn.,  and  Muscatine,  Iowa>  came  to  Hutch- 
inson as  above  mentioned.  He  was  married 
May  G,  1869,  to  Miss  Eunice  0.  Steamy,  who 
is  the  mother  of  five  chndren— Mei'ton  S., 
Virgil  P.,  Grace  G.,  Dp  Forest  and  Wari'en. 

Mr.  Goodnow,  like  all  those  who  have  been 
reared  in  the  "Empire  State,"  takes  great 
interest  in  all  educational  matters,  and  has 
served  much  of  his  time  on  the  school  board. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregation nl 
church,  and,  with  live  others,  organized  the 
society  of  that  denomination  in  Hutchinson. 
He  was,  also,  one  of  tlie  oi-ganizers  of  tiio 
McLeod  County  Sunday-School  Association, 
and  is  its  present  secretary. 


^^L!  W.  STOCKING,  bneof  the  pioneers 
of  McLeodcounty,  is  a  resident  of  the 
town  of  Lynn,  living  on  section  14.  He  is  a 
native  of  Middlesex  county,  Conn.,  and  Avas 
born  May  3,  1824.  He  was  reared  in  the 
home  of  his  parents,  Nathaniel  and  Betsey 
(Stannard^,  Stocking,  and  enjoyed  the  privi- 
leges of  tlie  excellent  common  schools  provid- 
ed by  that  common wealtii,  in  his  youth. 
After  finishing  in  the  high  school  of  his  na- 
tive village  he  taught  in  one  of  the  neighbor- 
ing districts,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  went 
to  Ohio,  where  he  followed  the  same  calling 
for  two  wihtei's.  In  the  year  1853  he  moved 
to  New  Orleans,  and  there  was  employed  as 
a  salesman  in  a  gun  store  for  a  period  of  three 
years.  Eeturning  to  Painesville,  Oliio,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J.  .Hart, 


in  October,  185C,and  lived  in  tiiat  village  un- 
til the  spring  of  185T,  at  which  time  he  and 
his  young  bride  came  to  Minnesota  and  set- 
tled in  this  county,  on  a  claim  one  mile  north- 
east of  the  site  of  Ifutchi  nson.  .'After  livinji' 
there  some  live  years  he  abandoned  it  and 
filed  a  claim  under  the  homestead  law  on 
section  22,  in  the  town  of  Acoma,  in  this 
county,  upon  which  he  resided  for  six  years, 
teaching  school  three  winters  of  that  time. 

In  August,  1SC2,  at  the  period  of  the  Indian 
outbreak,  he  left  his  farm  and  went  to  the 
village  of  Hutchinson,  where  he  helped  build 
the  stockade,  retui'ning  occasionally  to  his 
home.  One  moi'ning  some  two  weeks  after 
the  outbreak,  being  at  his  farm,  he  heard  fir- 
ing some  miles  away,  and  shortly  after  a 
young  friend  rode  u])  and  advised  him  to  seek 
a  ])lace  of  safety,  as  tlie  redskins  had  defeated 
the  troops  sent  against  them.  He  lied  at 
once  witii  his  family  to  tlie  stockade  at  Hutch- 
inson. The  village  was  soon  after  attacked 
by  the  savages.  Mr.  Stocking  took  an  active 
part  in  tliedefenseof  the  town,  and  remained 
in  the  vicinity  ail  the  time,  although  many 
would  have  lied.  One  (hiy,  during  a  scare, 
the  proposition  Avas  made  that  they  all  should 
flee,  but  our  subject  said  lie  would  stay  if  one 
man  would  keep  him  company,  and  C.  D. 
McEwen,  who  now  lives  in  Eonville  county, 
consented,  and  the  balance  were  ashamed  to 
be  outdone  by  two  men,  and  remained. 

After  the  suppression  of  the  Indian  revolt, 
Mr.  Stocking  returned  to  his  farm,  whei-e  he 
-lived  until  1868,  when  he  sold  it  and  removed  to 
Hutchinson  and  entered  the  mercantile  ti'ado 
as  a  member  of  the  hardware  firm  of  Putnam 
&  Stocking.  He  continued  in  this  line  for 
some  nine  years  during  which  he  filled  the 
offices  of  deputy  postmaster  and  postmaster, 
until  the  spring  of  18Y8  when,  having  been 
elected  to  the  oflice  of  county  treasurer,  he 
assumed  the  duties  of  tiiat  jiosilion  and  served 
therein  one  term.  In  the  fall  of  1880  he  moved 
on  tlie  farm,  on  section  14,  that  he  had  bought 
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tlie  j'ear  jn-cvions,  and  has  made  liis  liome 
iiere  ever  since. 

and  Mrs.  Sbookiny  arc  tlio  parents  of 
seven  children — diaries  A.  born  August  30, 
ISST;  Ella  G.,  l)orn  January  3  8,  18G0,  the 
wife  of  K.  F.  Case,  of  Dassel ;  Frank  D.,  born 
May  20,  1802,  nuirried  June  27,  1888,  to  Ella 
F.  Ives,  of  Hutchinson  ;  Eva.].,  born  July  20, 
18G4;  Willie  D.,  born  June  G,  18G6  ;  Fred  0., 
born  June  13,  1808;  and  Louis  J].,  born  May 
30,  1871. 

 ■»-'f^{^-'5— - 

/^HARLES  H.  SLOCUMf  the  editor  of 
that  bright  journal,  The  Glencoe  Reg- 
ister, is  a  native  of  BnlFalo,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
born  Maroli  15, 183G.  He  is  the  son  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Eliza  (]\ronroc)  .Slocum,  botii  of 
whom  were  natives  of  tlio  "  Empire  State." 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  soldier  in  the 
American  ai'my  during  the  War  of  1812,  and 
settled  in  Bulfalo  about  1830  and  there  car- 
ried on  tlie  trade  of  furrier.  He  was  called 
from  this  Avorld  to  his  reward  December  22, 
1813. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  remained  at 
home  until  ho  had  completed  his  fourteenth 
year,  and  then  commenced  to  learn  "  the  art 
pi'cservativo  of  all  arts"  in  a  ])rinting-ofIice 
in  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  where  ho  remained 
three  years.  His  earlier  education,  which  he 
had  obtained  in  the  common  schools,  was 
supplemented  by  a  coui'se  at  an  academy  at 
Monroe,  Mich.  In  1853  he  returned  to  Buf- 
falo and  was  employed  on  the  Christian  Ad- 
vocate until  185C.  He  then  went  to  Cleve- 
hind,  Ohio,  and  for  a  year  was  foreman  and 
local  editor  of  tiic  Daily  Leader.  For  sev- 
eral years  thei'eafter  he  was  engaged  at  his 
trade  in  St.  Anthony  and  St.  Paul,  having  at 
one  time  an  interest  in  the  Exjyress.  In  18G3 
he  removed  to  Mankato  and  resurrected  the 
Indcjyendent,  which  ho  ran  until  186G,  when 


he  sold  out.  This  paper  is  now  the  Free 
Press. 

Mr.  Slocum's  next  venture  in  the  field  of 
journal isnr  was  at  St.  Charles,  wdiere  he  es- 
tablished the  fii'st  paper  in  that  place,  which 
he  called  the  Herald.  For  seven  years  he 
remained  there,  and  while  running  this  Jour- 
nal he  acted  as  assistant  clerk  of  the  House, 
of  Eepresentatives  for  live  successive  years, 
and  only  lacked  one  vote  of  having  the  chief 
clerk's  place.  In  1874  lie  purchased  the 
Post,  of  ]31ue  Earth  City,  and  ran  that  paper 
until  1883,  holding  the  office  of  postmaster 
at  the  sarne  time.  He  then  returned  to  St. 
Paul,  and  was  giveii  the  post  of  superintend- 
ent of  the  mailing  d^^partment  of  the  Olol)e, 
and  there  remained  until  August,  1887,  when 
he  came  to  Glencoe  and  purchased  the  inter- 
est of  Liberty  Hall  in  the  Register,  which 
he  has  conducted  ever  since. 

]\rr.  Siocuni  is  a  stanch  adherent  to  the 
principles  of  the  i-epublican  party,  and  takes 
much  interest  in  its  success.  He  has  held 
the  position  of  chairman  of  the  county  and 
district  committees  in  the  various  places  in 
which  ho  has  lived,  and  is  an  efficient  worker 
in  all  political  campaigns. 

•  '*>''^^'<*  

^Ip^lMOTHY  MULQUEEN,  one  of  the  pop- 
yik/  ular  fitrmers  of  the  town  of  Acoma, 
■was  born  in  Albany  county,  N.  Y., 
January  9,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Solomon 
and  Catherine  Mulquecn,  natives  of  Ireland. 
When  he  was  some  few  years  of  age  the 
family  removed  to  South  Bend,  Ind.,  and 
there  a  short  time  afterward  the  father  died. 
Although  but  twelve  years  of  age  at  that 
time,  our  subject  commenced  to  stem  life's 
tide  for  himself,  and  since  then  hiis  depended 
upon  his  own  resources.  He  worked  around 
among  tlie  farmers  of  that  locality  until  May, 
1856,  when  he  went  to  Ottawa,  111.,  and 
there  followed  teaming  for  two  years.  Be- 
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turning  to  Indiana,  he  was  there  engaged  in 
farm  labor  when  the  war  broke' out.  In  the 
summer  of  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  famous 
Wilder's  Indiana  Battery  of  Light  Artillery, 
and  proceeded  to  the  front  and  there  did 
gallant  service.  The  company  was  engaged 
in  the  attack  on  Greenbriar,  tlie  fight  at 
Brady's  gates,  and  in  most  of  the  campaigns 
under  Eeynolds,  Milroy  and  Fremont,  end- 
ing in  the  battle  of  Cross  Keys  and  the  capt- 
ure of  Harper's  Ferry,  by  the  rebel  forces 
under  Stonewall  Jackson  and  Hill,  when  the 
battery  was  captured  with  the  other  forces. 
Our  subject  was  liberated  on  parole  and 
returned  to  Indianapolis,  and  after  his 
exchange,  entered  the  re-organized  Wilder's 
battery  and  was  sent  Ayith  them  to  the  army 
then  under  Burnside,  at  Lexington,  Ky.' 
They  participated  in  the  seige  of  Knoxviile 
and  in  many  of  the  engagements  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  and  in  February  lie  was 
transferred  to  the  First  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps,  under  the  command  of  General 
Hancock,  and  remained  there  until  mustered 
out. 

He  then  came  west  and  bought  IfiO  acres 
of  land  where  he  now  lives,  on  sections  13 
and  14.  In  1867  lie  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Charlotte  Jones,  who  died  some 
months  after,  and  he  lived  alone  on  liis  farm 
for  seven  years,  and  then,  June  12, 18Y2,  was 
married  to  Miss  Lncinda  Uahn,  a  native  of 
Germany  and  the  daugiiter  of  Christian  aud 
Hannah  Eahn.  By  tliis  union  there  have 
been  born  six  children. 



BR.  JOHN  BENJAMIN.  Perhaps  in 
the  annals  of  McLeod  county  there  is 
no  one  who  has  figured  more  conspicuously 
than  the  subject  of  this  sketcli.  He  is  now 
living  on  section  4 (South)  Hutchinson  town- 
ship, where  ho  located  after  the  Indian 
troubles  of  1862.    The  Doctor  is  a  native  of 


England,  born  January  5,  1823,  and  is  the 
son  of  Eobert  and  Sarah  (Ferry)  Benjamin. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  in  the  land  of 
his  birth,  and  lived  there  until  April  22, 
1849,  when  he  embarked  for  tlie  United 
States.  He  landed  at  Boston  thirty  days 
later,  and  made  his  home  in  that  city  until 
his  removal,  in  1855,  to  Eockford,  Winne- 
bago county.  111.  In  1857,  leaving  Eock- 
ford and  being  joined  at  St.  Paul  by  Eollins 
Burnliam  and  C.  P.  Kittridge,  he  came  to 
the  little  village  of  Hutchinson,  and,  having 
built  a  house,  brought  his  family  to  the  place 
and  lived  there  until  the  fall  of  18G2. 

On  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  Indian  out- 
break, he  and  some  others  barricaded  Ches- 
ley's  house,  as  a  defense,  but  later  repaired 
to'  the  stockade.  A  full  liistory  of  the  expe- 
rience of  tiie  settlers,  who,  to  tlie  number  of 
several  hundred,  were  cooped  up  in  the  fort, 
and  the  account  of  the  attack  upon  the  same 
by  the  savages  is  given  in  the  Historical 
Annals  of  tlie  County,  in  this  volume,  and 
need  not  be  repeated  in  this  connection. 
During  all  the  time  of  trial  the  Doctor  was 
never  wanting  at  his  post.  He  wasF.ppointed 
surffeon  in  chief,  and  attended  all  the 
wounded  and  the  sick  as  well.  Much  of  the 
account  of  the  attack  upon  the  stockade  is 
taken  from  the  words  of  the  Doctor  and  are 
worthy  of  complete  credence,  as  he  is  not 
only  a  man  of  extreme  veracity,  but  was  an 
active  participant'in  the  matter. 

Doctor  Benjamin  was  united  in  marriage, 
'June  5,  1851,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  T.  Garner,  a 
native  of  England,  and  the  daughter  of,  Jo- 
seph and  Mary  A.  (Taylor)  Garner.  By  this 
'  union  they  have  had  nine  children,  as  fol- 
lows-.-Anna,  Eobert  G.,  John  F.,  Grid  ley 
W.,  Louisa,  Olive  E.,  Albert  Byron,  Arthur 
E.,  and  Winfred  G.  Gridley  died  through 
exposure  during  the  Indian  trouble.  Albert 
was  drowned  in  the  Hassan  Eivcr,  above  the 
village,  June  8,  1881. 

In  politics  the  Doctor  is  a  republican  and 
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one  of  t]io  leading  men  in  tlie  town,  •  and 
none  stands  Jiighor  in  the  comniiinity  than 
he  does.  Ho  laid  the  foundation  of  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
land  and  attended  college,  where  lie  read  for 
his  profession,  at  Liverpool. 

JAMES  HOLISTON,  one  of  the  leading, 
well-to-do  farmers  of  Collins  township, 
has  his  plciisiintly  situated  home  upon  sec- 
tion 14.  He  was  boi'n  in  Ogdensburgh,  N. 
Y.,  May  31,  1834,  and  is  tlie  son  of  Andrew 
and  JVIary  (Lees)  Ilolistqn,  natives  of  Scot- 
land. Facilities  for  obtaining  an  education 
in  those  days  in  the  Empire  State  were  not 
what  they  are  now,  and  he  spent  tiio  most  of 
liis  time  in  assisting  to  carry  on  the  pnternal 
farm,  attending  school  when  the  oi)portunity 
presented  itself,  until  ho  had  attained  his 
majority.  In  1855  he  came  to  the  great  and 
growing  West  and  settled  in  Olmstead  coun- 
ty, Minn.,  iifter  a  stay  of  some  weeks  in 
the  La  Crosse  A^-iIlcy,  Wisconsin,  lie  pre- 
empted IGO  acres  of  land  south  of  the  village 
of  Orinoco,  and  there  carried  on  farming  for 
some  twelve  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
tluit  time  lie  sohl  out  and  i-emoved  to  ifc- 
Leod  county,  and  for  two  years  lived  on  the 
White  ])lace,  whoso  former  inhabitants  had 
been  murdered  by  the  Intlians.  He  then 
made  a  claim  adjoining  that  place,  but  sold 
out  there  shortly  after  -and  removed  to  his 
])resent  farm.  He  had  a  very  hard  time  here 
in  those  early  days,  as  ho  was  a  \mo\-  man, 
and  there  was  nothing  for  him  to  do  to  help 
eke  out  his  income,  ami  farm  produce  brought 
no  price.  Their  nearest  mill  was  at  St.  Pe- 
tei',  and  that  was  run  on  the  extortion  plan, 
only  allowing  twenty  pounds  of  Hour  for  a 
bushel  of  wheat,  and  no  l)ran  or  shorts. 

Holiston  was  married  September  9, 
1857,  to  ]y[iss  ]\[ary  Ste))henson,  who  Avas 
born  in   Pennsylvania,  in  1838,  and  is  the 


daughter  of  Chester  and  Melissa  .(LiUie) 
Stephenson.  By  this  union  they  have  had 
five  children,  of  whom  this  is  the  record: — 
Eva  was  born  August  13,  1858,  married  W. 
B.  Knott,  and  lives  in  Collins;  Andrew  was 
born  August  17,  1859,  and  died  in  October, 
1867;  Laura,  now  Mrs.  Andrew  Thompson, 
of  Collins,  -was  born  January  29,  18G1;  Will- 
iam was  born  April  20,  1863;  and  Frances, 
now  Mrs.  Beecher  Cook,  was  born  February 
20,  186.5. 

Mr.  Iloliston  has  filled  the  offices  of  town 
treasurer  and  assessor,'  and  is  a  democrat  in 
his  political  views.  ,He  is  quite  active  in  all 
educational  matters,  having  been  instrumen- 
tal in  the  organization  of  the  first  school 
district  in  the  town,  and  has  held  the  posi- 
tion of  clerk  and  treasurer  of  the  district 
for  several  years.  He  takes  groat  interest  in 
all  good  work  that  promises  to  accrue  to  the 
benefit  of  the  community,  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  the  township. 

•  ■♦>  •<♦•  • 

lyrON.  ELISHA  A.  CHILD,  the  present 
Jpi^  State  Senator  from  this  county,  is  a 
leading  dealer  in  agricultural  machinery, 
buggies,  wagons,  etc.,  in  the  village  of  Glen- 
coe.  He  is  a  native  of  Oxford  county.  Me., 
born  August  8,  1850,  and  is  the  son  of  Lewis 
W.  and  Emily  (Reed)  Child.  His  parents 
were  both  born  in  the  "  Pine  Tree  State," 
but  the  family  were  originally  from  Massa- 
chusetts'and  of  English  descent. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon 
his  father's  farm,  and  received  in  youth  the 
elements  of  a  common-school  education  in 
the  excellent  institutions  of  his  n.ative  State. 
He  remained  at  home  until  he  had  attained 
his  twentieth  year,  and  then  went  to  Natick, 
Mass.,  where  he  lived  some  two  years.  He 
then  came  to  this  county  and  for  abont  eight- 
een months  followed  carpentering  in  Glen- 
coe,  but  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  went 
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to  the  Pacific  slope  and  was  there  for  a  year 
and  a  half.  In  December,  18T5,  hereturned 
to  Glencoe,  and  the  following  spring  started 
in  his  present  business  on  a  small  scale,  and 
has  increased  it  each  year  until  liis  sales  in 
188Y  amounted  to  over  $50,000.  Although 
young  in  years,  Mr.  Child  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  the  county  and  owes 
his  present  position  entirely  to  his  own 
elforts. 

In  his  politics,  Mr.  Cliild  has  always  affili- 
ated with  theDemocratic  party.and  in  the  fall 
of  1880  was  elected  as  Representative  to  the 
State  Legislature  for  the  district  on  that 
ticket.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  same  posi- 
tion in  1882,  and  in  the  fall  of  1886  was 
chosen  to  represent  the  district  in  the  State 
Senate.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
education  in  the  village  and  gives  a  large 
share  of  his  time  to  school  intei-ests.  Be- 
sides iiTr  business  and  political  affairs  he 
carries  on  his  magnificent  farm  of  335  acres 
lying  adjoining  Glencoe,  and  is  highly  suc- 
cessful in  that  direction.  Mr.  Child  is  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, being  a  member  of  Hope  Lodge,  No. 
42  ;  Glencoe  Chapter,  No.  38,  and  Damascus 
Commandery,  No.  1,  and  has  held  most  all 
the  important  offices  in  these  bodies.  lie' 
is  the  present  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter. 

Mr.  Child  and .  Miss  Laura  Poehler,  of 
Henderson,  Minn.,  were  united  in  marriage 
October  12,  18g2. 

JTOHN  BARRETT,  one  of  the  representa- 
Jl  tive  citizens  of  tiie  town  of  AYinstod, 
was  born  in  Carbondale,  Penn.,  July  10, 
1845,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Cath- 
erine (Kenis)j3aTrett  .He  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  State  until  he  was 
some  nine  years  old,  when  he  commenced  to 
work  in  the  mines.  In  1859  he  came  to 
Minnesota  with  his  parents,  and  with  his 


father  settled  in  the  town  of  Hale.    This  he 
helped  to  clear  and  afterwards  took  up  a 
homestead  for  himself,  in  the  same  precinct. 
He  was  married  April  19,  1809,   to  Miss 
Rosella  Sherman,  the  daughter  of  ]\[artin 
and  Catherine  (Koi^pel)  Shonuan.    He  made 
his  home  on  his  farm  until  1884.  when  he 
moved  to  the  village  of  AVinstoil,  whei'e  he 
has  since  resided,    lie  is  the  parent  of  five 
children,  only  one  of  whom  is  living— James 
Martin,  born  April  20,  1SY3.    At  the  ago  of 
seventeen  years  he  was  one  of  tile  nine  who 
organized  the  town  and  was  chosen  clerk,  it 
being  necessary  that  the  person  who  held 
that  olHce  should  be  able  to  read  and  write, 
and  he  held  the  same  olHce  for  about  four 
years.    Ho  has  also  held  the  office  of  town 
supervisor  several  times  and  is  the  present 
assessor  of  Winsied   township.     He  has 
made  his  mark  in  the  comnuniity  in  which 
he  has  resided  and  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  influential  citizens  of  the  county. 

Ir^TON.  JACOB  KOONS, one  of  the  most*- 
J^L  primiinent  and  inlluential  citizens  of 
the  town  of  Penn,  is  engaged  in  currying  on 
farming  operations  on  section  24,  where  he 
has  a  valuable  farm  of  480^  acres.  He  is  a 
native  of  A\^ayne  county,  Ohio,  born  in  1830, 
and  is  the  sixth  child  in  the  family  of  his 
parents,  John  and  Eebecca  (Gosaman)  Xoons, 
who  were  both  Pennsyl  vanians.  Our  subject 
;  was  reared  in  the  i)lace  of  his  birth  and  re- 
ceived his  education  there.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  he  commenced  life  for  himself,  adopt- 
ing the  vocation  of  a  farmer  for  his  life  work. 
In  the  year  185*7  he  moved  to  l\[iniiesota  and 
settled  near  Now  Auburn,  in  Wright  county, 
where  he  remaineil  two  yeai's,  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  came  to  McLeod  county 
and  located  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides. 
In  September,  1801,  he  enlisted  in  the  Pourth 
Minnesota  Infantry  and  served  with  that 
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regiment  througli  the  bloody  battles  of  lulcca, 
Coriiith,  Eaymoiul,  Champion  Ilill,  siege  of 
Viclisburg  and  wjis  mustered  out  of  the  serv- 
ice October  11,  1864,  at  Altoona,  Ga.,  with 
the  rank  of  second  sergeant. 

Mr.  Koonsand  Miss  Harris  were  united  in 
marriage  in  18G1,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  four  oiiiidren.  After  the  term  of  service 
in  the  army  the  gentleman  of  wliom  Ave  write 
returned  to  his  farm  and  has  brought  it  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  The  improvements, 
wliich  are  of  an  excellent  character,  were 
made  here  by  iiim,  and  lie  has  devoted  his 
energies  to  adding  to  the  comfort  of  himself 
and  his  family,  by  surrounding  tiiem  with 
every  convenience. 

In  the  fall  of  1878  Mr.  Koons  was  elected 
to  represent  this  district  in  the  lower  house 
of  tiie  State  Legishiture  and  ably  filled  the 
position  for  the  term.  He  has  also  held 
various  local  offices  and  is  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  county  and  town. 


JAMES  KERR.  Among  the  leading  and 
prosperous  "agricultui'ists  of  the  town 
of  (South)  Hutchinson  is  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch.  His  neat  home  lies 
upon  section  10,  where  .he  has  eighty  acres 
of  well-tilled  land.  IVfr.  Kerr  is  a  native  of 
Montreal,  Lower  Canada,  born  July  28, 1825, 
and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Jane  (McCourl) 
Ken-,  both  of  wiiom  were  of  tiie  hardy  and 
tlirifty  Scotcii-Irisli  race,  and  came  from  tlie 
North  of  Ireland.  His  father  died  in  Canada 
during  the  youth  of  our  subject,  who  was 
reared  to  manliood  and  educated  in  iiis  na- 
tive State.  In  185G  he  removed  to  Clayton 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  settled  and  remained 
until  1863.  While  there  his  mother  was 
called  to  her  reward  beyond  the  grave.  In 
the  fall  of  1803  he  started  for  Minnesota, 
but  wintered,  on  his  way,  at  La  Crosse, 
Wis.,  and  in  the  spring  of  1861:  came  to 


this  county,  landing  in  Hutchinson  April 
27th.  On  his  arrival  he  Avent  to  work  at  his 
trade,  which  was  that  of  carpenter  and 
joiner,  and  followed  it  steadily  for  a  year. 

The  following  year  he  took  the  place 
where  he  now  lives  under  the  homestead 
act,  and  has  given  part  of  his  attention  to 
that  and  part  to  the  handicraft  in  which  he 
is  an  adept. 

The  date  of  his  marriage  was  November 
14,  1847,  at  which  time  he  and  Miss  Jane 
Manning  were  united.  She  is  a  native  of 
Lower  Canada,  born  March  9,  1823,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jolm  and  Kziah  Manning.  By 
this  marriage  they  have  had  seven  children, 
as  follows  — William  J.,  born  November  8, 
1848;  James  A.,  born  August  15,  1851; 
Phebe  E.,  born  November  16,  1853 ;  Gilbert 
M.,  born  July  9,  1857;  Kziah,  born  Novem- 
ber 8,  1860;  Sarah  Philena,  born  September 
21, 1863,  and  Eichard  L.,  born  June  23, 1866. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Kerr  is  a  re- 
publican. 


[ULIUS  E.  LAMBERT,  the  proprietor  of 
the  city  livery  and  sale  stables,  of 
Glencoe,  is  a  native  of  Clinton  county,  N .  Y., 
and  was  born  December  7,  1864,  being  the 
son  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Bow vert  Lambert. 
Both  of  his  parents  were  born  in  Scotland, 
but  had  come  to  this  country  some  time 
before  tlie  birth  of  our  subject,  and  made 
their  home  in  Clinton  county  until  1873.  At 
that  date  the  family  removed  to  this  county, 
and  here  the  father  purchased  a  farm  in 
Glencoe  township.  One  year  later  the 
mother  of  Julius  died,  since  which  time  the 
latter  has  depended  entirely  u^Jon  his  own 
exertions  for  a  livelihood.  For  two  years  he 
worked  on  a  farm  with  a  brother-in-law. 
after  which  he  worked  out  with  others,  and 
worked  in  this  manner  for  a  couple  of  years. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  went  into  the  gen- 
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eral  merchandise  store  of  H.  J.  Hanson,  of 
Glencoe,  as  a  clerk  and  remained  there 
about  a  year. 

In  1881  he  went  to  Devil's  Lake,  Dak., 
and  spent  the  summer  there  and  at  Grand 
Forks.  On  his  way  back  to  Glencoe  he- 
stopped  at  Fergus  Falls,  but  on  reaching 
this  place  he  again  entered  the  store  of  Mr. 
Hanson.  lie  continued  in  this  party's  em- 
ploy for  two  years,  and  then  made  anotlier 
trip  to  Northern  Dakota.  Returning  to  this 
village,  he  again  resumed  clerical  labor  and 
remained  tiierein  until  July,  188Y,  wlien  he 
purchased  the  livery  stable  of  McCartney  & 
Nelson,  and  has  been  in  that  business  ever 
since.  II is  obliging  ways  and  accommodat- 
ing disposition  are.  winning  him  hosts  of 
friends,  and  he  is  building  up  a  line  tra<le. 
He  has  the  only  first-class  stable  in  the  vil- 
lage, and  is  always  attentive  to  tlie  wants  of 
his  customers. 

•  *  0*  •j^SjSK*  " 

# UNDER  HALVORSON.oneof  the  ear- 
liest settlers  of  this  county;  is  still  a 
resident  on  the  farm  where  he  located  when 
coming  to  McLeod  in  1856.  His  iiome  is  on 
section  23,  Bergen  township,  wiiei-e  he  has 
an  excellent  residence  surrounded  by  roomy 
and  convenient  out-buildings  and  barns. 
The  place  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  town  and 
evinces  the  care  and  thrift  of  tlie  owner. 

Mr.  Ilalvoi'son  is  a  native  of  Vrodahl,  Nor- 
way, liorn  Ajjril  27,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of- 
Halvor  and  Dorothea  (Ilalvorsdatter)  Gun- 
derson.  He  received  the  elements  of  a  com- 
monscliool  education  in  the  days  of  iiis  youth, 
and  as  he  grew  to  the  years  of  manhood 
adopted  a  seafaring  life.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  lumber  trade  on  the  Baltic  Sea  and  fol- 
lowed this  calling  for  years.  In  1853  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  bringing  bis 
parents  with  him,  and  landing  at  the  port  of 
Quebec,  came  to  Illinois,  where  he  remained 


one  year.  In  185^1  he  came  to  this  State  and 
located  in  Carver  county,  and  for  two  years 
was  engaged  in  farm  labor.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  he  came  to  Bergen  and 
made  a  pretiniption  claim  upon  which  he  set- 
tled. He  "proved  up"  on  this,  and  it  now 
forms  part  of  his  present  farm,  he  having 
taken  a  homestead  afterward. 

During  the  Indian  outbreak  he  remained 
on  his  place  most  of  the  time  and  attended 
to  his  duties,  but  went  to  Carver  twice  dur- 
ing the  time.  He  was  married  Mtay  IC,  18(U, 
to  Miss  Ellen  Elling.son,  and  tliey  have  a 
family  of  live  children,  as  follows — Ilalvor, 
born  June  24,  1865 ;  Edward,  boi-n. February 
23, 186Y;  Bertha  Dorothea,  born  July  13, 1871, 
and  died  July  6,  1882;  Carrie  Mary,  born 
April  2,-  1873,  and  Heni-y,  born  August  2, 
1877,  and  died  August  8,  1879.  Our  subject 
is  in  hearty  accord  with  the  repubhcan 
party  on  all  questions  of  a  political  nature, 
and  usually  votes  tiie  ticket  of  that  organiza- 
tion. He  and  his  family  are  members  of  tiie 
Evangelical  Lutlieran  chm'cli,  and  are  active 
in  all  religious  work. 

.TMiroN.  WILLIAM  T.  BONNIWELL. 
jKL  Prominent  ahiong  the  active  business 
men  who  have  so  largely  c(mtributcd  toward 
the  growth  and  develop-nent  of  this  beautiful 
county  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads 
tliisarticle.  He  is  a  native  of  the  city  of  iXew 
York,  born  August  10,  1836,  and  is  the  son 
of  A\niliain  T.  and  Catherine  E.  (Whitehead) 
llonniwell.  In  1839  he  was  taken  by  his  par- 
ents to  ]\[ihvaukee,  Wis.,  then  but  an  insig- 
nilican*-.  village,  and  he  can  remember  the  first 
shovelful  of  dirt  dug  on  the  Ohicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  llailroad.  The  father  of 
our  subject  entered  into  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness and  mercantile  trade,  and  was  one  of 
the  Territorial  otlicers  of  that  part  of  the 
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country.  He  was  a  very  prominent  man  in 
iiis  (lay  and  very  ])opular. 

When  the  subject  of  this  memoir  was  about 
fourteen  years  old  his  father  took  a  contract 
to  take  a  party  of  twenty  men  across  the 
plains  to  Sacramento,  Oal,  and  he  went  with 
them,  driving  a  four-horse  spring  wagon  all 
tile  way.  He  remained  there  over  a  year, 
and  while  his  father  was  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  some  dams,  our  subject,  after 
working  in  the  gold-fields  two  weeks,  en- 
tered a  store  at  a  salary  of  $250  per  month 
and  his  board. 

Eeturning  to  their  iiome,  the  father  and  son 
removed  to  Wisconsin  and  entei-ed  into  the 
real  estate  business  together.  The  latter 
was  elected  to  the  Wisconsin  Legislature  in 
I8()iand  re-elected  in  18G5.  In  1860  he  came 
to  this  county,  and  settling  at  Hutchinson 
entered  into  the  real  estate  business.  Hav- 
ing faith  in  the  country,  at  the  end  of  two 
weeks  he  purciiased  1,300  acres  of  land  be- 
sides a  quantity  of  village  property.  In  con- 
nection with  his  other  business  he,  in  18G8, 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  flouring  mill.  In 
1870  Mr.  Bonn i  well  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate  on  the  democratic  ticket  by  a  large 
majority,  altiiough  the  district  was  largely 
republican.  While  lie  was  a  memi)er  of  that 
body  the  "north  and  south  railway  bill"  in 
favor  of  a  road  to  be  built  from  St.  Cloud  to 
Mankato,  and  devoting  77',.500  acres  of  in- 
ternal land  to  its  construction,  was  passed. 
Having  passed  both  houses,  the  bill  was  ve- 
toed by  the  governor.  In  1872  our  subject 
ran  for  clerk  of  the  State  Supreme  Court,  but 
being  a  strong  democrat  ho  was  defeated. 
In  187-t  lie  was  again  defeated  in  the  race 
for  the  post  of  State  raih-oad  commissioner,- 
as  the  State  is  too  largely  rcpul)lican  for  him 
to  overcome  it  Aviiere  he  is  not  well  known. 
In  1877,  the  grasshopper  year,  he  went  to 
the  Black  Hills,  and  on  returning  that  fall 
■was  elected  to  the  Legislature.  In  1878  he 
was  again  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  again  in 


1880,  but  since  that  time  has  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  his  large  landed  interests  and  the 
welfare  of  the  village. 

Mr.  Bonn i well  was  united  in  marriage  No- 
vember 10,  1858,  with  Miss  Martha  Fender- 
,^gas<^  and  by  this  union  there  have  been  born 
two  children— Harlow  H.,  a  graduate  of  the 
State  Univei-sity  and  also  of  the  Ann  Arbor' 
Law  School,  who  is  now  a  practicing  attor- 
ney of  Hutchinson,  and  Agnes  V.  Bonniwell. 

i^KRlSTOPHER  RUSCHMEIER,  a  repro- 
ve? sentative  German  farmer  "of  Helen 
township,  has  his  beautiful  and  cosy  home 
on  section  34  of  that  subdivision  of  McLeod 
county,  where  he  owns  a  fine  farm  of  240 
acres  of  i-ich  and  fertile  land,  besides  some 
in  Sii^ley  county.  The  son  of  Gerhard  and 
Margaret  (Defining)  Ruschineier,  he  first 
drew  the  breath  of  life  in  the  cottage  of  his 
parents  in  Gei'many,  December  3,  1836. 
Eeared  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  ho  there 
received  the  education  that  every  child  in 
that  empire  is  bound  to  have,  and  as  he 
grew  towards  man's  estate  followed  various 
avocations.  In  1801,  feeling  the  impossi- 
bility of  a  young  man  rising  beyond  a  bare 
living  in  the  overcrowded  Europe,  and  with 
a  laudable  wish  to  better  his  condition,  he 
emigrated  from  his  home  to  this  land  beyond 
the  seas,  Avhere  so  many  of  his  countrymen 
have  found  ease  and  affluence  by  the  exer- 
cise of  the  habits  of  thrift  and  frugality 
aided  by  their  industry  and  energy.  He 
landed  at  New  York,  but  made  no  stay  in 
tiie  metropolis,  ]iassing  througli  to  Chicago, 
III.,  and  from  there  to  the  town  of  Bloom, 
Cook  county,  where  he  remained  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  part  of  the  time  work- 
ing for  others  and  part  of  the  time  for  him- 
self, for  fourteen  years.  In  1875  he  came  to 
Minnesota  and  settled  on  the  place  where  he 
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now  resides,  and  has  made  it  his  home  ever 
since. 

March  25,  1865,  Mr.  Ruschmeier  and  Miss 
Minnie  Mahnke,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  the 
daughter  of  Johann  and  Dorre  Mahnke,  were 
united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  marriage.  By 
this  union  there  has  been  boi-n  a  family 
of  twelve  children — Christopher,  Frederick, 
Sophia,  Mary,  Louisa,  Emma,  Christina,  Car- 
rie, Lydia,  Henry,  Anna  and  Martin. 

Our  subject  and  the  family  are  members 
of  tiio  Lutheran  church,  and  ai'e  sincere 
workers  in  the  cause  of  religion.  In  his 
politics  he  is  a  strong  adherent  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  candidates  of  the  republican  party. 

BANIEL  NOBLES,  an  old  settler  of  this 
county,  and  one  of  the  influential 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Sumter,  came  to  his 
present  location  in  1859,  among  the  first  to 
find  homes  in  the  precinct.  He  is  a  native 
of  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y ,  and  first  saw 
the  light  of  day  February  20,  1825.  His 
father,  William  B.,  was  hw-n  in  Massachu- 
setts, but  moved  to  New  York  in  early  life. 
The  family  removed  to  Chicago  in  1833,  and 
there  the  father  kept  a  grocery  store  some 
two'  or  three  years  and  then  went  back  to 
farming,  which  was  his  former  calling,  in 
Cook  county.  111.,  and  there  died  in  Sei)tem- 
ber,  1837.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  Maria 
(Chase')  Nobles,  is  still  living,  and  is  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county.  She  was  eighty-one 
years  of  age  July  11,  1888.  She  retains  all 
her  mental  faculties  in  a  remarkable  degree ; 
can  see  to  thread  a  needle  without  the  aid 
of  glasses,  and  has  very  good  health  for  one 
of  lier  years.  She  has  spent  most  of  her 
time  for  the  past  thirty-five  years  with  her 
son  Daniel.  She  is  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
Jren  —  Daniel,  the  eldest,  of  whom  this 
sketch  is  written  ;  Augustus,  deceased  ;  Jere- 
miah, a  notice  of  whom  is  to  be  found  in  this 


volume;  Jane,  the  deceased  wife  of  Benja- 
min Cool ;  Alexander  S.,  a  resident  of  this 
county,  and  'Wiiliam  B.,  J r.,  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  obtained  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Chicago  and  the 
district  schools  of  Cook  county,  and  on  the 
expiration  of  the  time  set  apart  for  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge,  he  took  up  his  life 
work,  adopting  farming  for  his  vocation,  and 
has  followed  that  calling  ever  since.  Febru- 
ary 1,  1865,  he  enlisted  in  Company  L,  Fii-st 
Minnesota  Heavy  Artillery,  and  served  with 
that  regiment  imtil  it  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service,  in  Octtjber,  1805.  On  receiving 
his  discharge  he  re  turned  to  the  paths  of  peace* 
and  has  given  his  attention  to  agi'iculture. 
He  has  held  the  oflico  of  postmaster  of  Sum- 
ter since  1 880,  and  in  jjolitical  matters  is  a 
democrat. 

Ml-.  Nobles  was  married,  November  28, 
1852,  to  Miss  Fannie  M.  Barrett,  at  Monroe, 
Ashtabula  county,  Ohio.  His  wife  is  a 
native  of  Conneautville,  Crawford  county, 
Fenn.,  and  daughter  of  L.  W.  and 
Martha  ("Wells)  ]?arrett,  Her  jiarents  Avere 
natives  of  Vermont,  but  came  to  Pennsylvania 
when  young,  and  when  ]\[artlia  was  but  a 
'  child,  about  1838,  thoy  moved  to  Ohio, 
where  they  resided  until  their  death,  the 
mother,  June  9,  1870,  and  the  father  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1879.  They  had  been  married  in  Erie 
county,  Penn.,  and  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children— Fannie  M.,  Amanda  M., 
Thomas  A.,  Jasper  T^L,  Sliei)ardB.,  Laura  A., 
Solomon  D.,  and  IVfartlia  E.  Shepard  is  de- 
ceased . 

Mrs.  Nobles  received  an  academic  educa- 
tion at  Kingsviile,  Ohio,  having  had  the  rudi- 
ments of  knowledge  instilled  into  her  in  the 
schools  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  previously, 
and  has  taught  some  eight  terms  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Sibley  and  ]\[cLeod  counties. 
By  their  union  they  have  had  a  family  of 
three  children,  a§  follows— Albert  L.,  who 
married  Melissa  Clark,  is  now  living  in  Den- 
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ver,  Colo.;  Martha  J.,  wife  of  F.  "W. 
Sumner,  a  resident  of  Hutchinson,  and  Ida 
M.,  wife  of  Eugene  E.  Eecoi-ds,  of  tlie  same 
village.  '  ^ 

In  tiiis  connection  we  present  a  reminis- 
cence written  by  Mrs.  F.  M.  JSTobles,  as  it  is 
a  brief  but  grapliic  description  of  some  of 
the  "dark  days"  through  which  tlio  pioneers 
of  this  county  were  obliged  to  pass.  It  is  as 
follows: 

"Reader,  can  you  imagine  the  thrill  of 
horror  that  pervaded  every  liome,  when  the 
terrible  news  readied  us  on  the  19th  day  of 
.  August,  18G2,  that  tiie  Indians  were  coming? 
A  courier  came  riding  past  with  all  possible 
speed,  bearing  tlie  awful  tidings.  Our  chil- 
dren were  at  school  and  came  running  liome 
with  tears  streaming  down  their  faces,  cry- 
ing, 'The  Indians  are  coming!'  Within 
an  hour  from  the  time  the  horseman  rode  by 
we  liad  got  a  few  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
together,  and  with  our  families,  a  yoke  of 
oxen  and  wagon,  we  started  on  our  journey, 
we  knew  not  whither.  We  gave  a  last  look 
at  our  little  log  home  and  its  surroundings, 
with  heavy  liearts.  We  had  not  realized  till 
then  iiow  dear  our  log  home  was.  I  had 
even  murmured  at  the  thought  of  being  con- 
fined within  its  four  narrow  walls;  but  when 
the  time  came  that  wo  were  forced  to  leave 
it,  it  became  almost  a  sacred  spot. 

"I  have  never  forgiven  the  then  governor 
of  Minnesota  for  tendering  so  many  of  her 
men  to  the  United  States  service.  Minnesota 
was  then  in  its  infancy,  and  but  very  few  men 
wereon  the  frontier,  and  in  my  opinion  they 
should  have  been  left  to  protect  their  fami- 
lies. The  Indians  knew  that  many  families 
wouklfall  an  easy  prey  to  their  cruelties.  AVe 
had  not  recovered  from  the  disaster  of  war 
when  we  Avere  visited  bj-- that  terrible  pest— 
the  grasshoppers.  When  we,  that  had  only 
a  few  acres  of  grain,  saw  the  pests  devouring 
it  we  thought  it  a  sore  ti-ial.  We  knew  of 
no  way  to  provide  bread  for  <jur  little  ones. 


But  the  dark  days  have  passed  away  and  the 
State  of  our  adoption  is  already  putting  on 
regal  airs." 

^g"ORTEN  PETER  OLESON.  an  active  ' 
_^5]^   and  energetic  farmer  living  on 
section  10,  in  the  town  of  Lynn,  was  bora 
in  Denmark,  March.  27,  1848,  and  is  the  son 
of  Ole  Anderson  and  Anna  Maria  (Peterson), 
his  wife.   When  our  subject  was  but  eleven 
years  of  age  he  commenced  to  earn  his  own 
living,  herding  cattle.   As  he  grew  older, 
he  sought  and  found  work  on  the  neighbor- 
ing farms  and  followed  the  calling  of  an 
agriculturist  there  until  the  year  1867,  when 
he  immigrated  to  the  United  States.  He 
came  directly  to  this  county,  with  a  brother- 
in-law,  who  had  advanced  him  the  money  to 
come  here  with,  and  for  him  he  worked  the 
first  summer,  to  cancel  the  debt.   After  pass- 
ing the  winter  in  the  timber,  he  went  to 
Mankato,  and  found  work  in  the  foundry  and 
in  the  brick  yartJ,  but  soon  gave  them  up  to 
follow  farming.   He  helped  to  do  some  of 
the  carpenter  work  on  the  Mankato  Normal 
School  and  Oounty  bridge,  and  from  there 
went  to  St.  Croix  Falls,  Wis.,  where  he  took 
a  homestead.  .Three  years  he  remained  there 
and  then  went  to  Stillwater,  and  helped  to 
put  in  the  gas  works.    The  next  year  Morten 
came  to  Lynn  township,  and  after  spending  " 
two  years  on  a  rented  place,  bought  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives. 

Mr.  piesoii  and  Miss  Karen  Jonasson  were 
married,  November  8,  1874,  at  Hutchinson, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  six  children 
—Andrew  P.,  born  August  15,  1875;  Mar- 
tin C.,born  March  10,  1878;  Anna  M.  K., 
born  September  26,  1880 ;  Sophia  J.,  born 
January  25,  1883 ;  Jonas  T.,  born  January 
24,  1886,  and  Emma  E.,  born 'July  6,  1888. 
Mrs.  Oleson  is  the  daughter  of  Jonas  and 
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Kjersten  (Christianson')  Peterson,  and  was 
born  in  Denmark,  December  28,  1855. 

Although  our  subject  came  to  this  country 
empty  handed,  he  has  by  energy  and  perse- 
verance gathered  around  him  a  nice  proi)erty. 
The  improvements  upon  his  place  are  of  a 
neat  and  substantial  cliaracter  and  tlie  farm 
is  well  stocked. 

EGBERT  HENRY  McCLELLAND.  a 
leading  and  prominent  attorney  of 
tlie  village  of  Glencoe,  was  born  in  Co- 
shocton county,  Ohio,  February  8,  1844,  and 
is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Jane  (Henry)  Mc- 
Clelland. Both  of  his  parents  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  liad  removed  to  Ohio- 
after  tlieir  marriage  and  settled  in  Holmes 
county.  In  1851  the  family  moved  to  Grant 
county,  Ind.,  and  in  185G  to  Shakopee,  Scott 
county,  this  State.  They  had  come  to  Min- 
nesota on  account  of  their  son  John  S.,  Avho 
had  nearly  perished  by  freezing  in  March 
of  that  year,  as  did  his  companion,  Dr.  Fred- 
erick K  Riplev,  while  crossing  from  Cedar 
City  to  Forest  City  in  Meeker  county.  Mr. 
McClelland,  more  fortunate  than  his  friend, 
whose  dead  body  lay  in  the  snow  near  where 
Litchfield  now  stands  until  spring,  still  was 
■  so  badly  frozen  that  it  was  necessary  to  am- 
putate both  of  his  legs  below  the  knees. 
His  father,  hearing  of  the  disaster,  came  to 
Shakopee,  whei'e  liis  son  was  under  the 
surgeon's  care.  The  elder  Mr.  McClelland' 
came  to  Glencoe  June  11,  1856,  and  took 
up  a  claim  on  section  2,  Glencoe  township, 
and  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlera  of  this 
county.  He  remained  here  until  1861,  when 
he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Indiana,  where 
he  died  in  1863.  His  wife,  in  1871,  returned 
to  this  State,  and  died  here  in  1874  at  the 
residence  of  .her  son,  John  S.,  in  Becker 
county,  Minn. 


The  subject  of  this  memoir,  Robert  XL, 
stayed  with  his  parents  until  the  spring  of 
1860,  when  he  returned  to  the  old  home  in 
"Wells  county,  Ind.,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
war  he  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-second  In. 
diana  Infantry,  Company  A,  but  being  taken 
sick  shortly  after  was  discharged.  Ilowevei', 
being  one  of  those  "  whoso  faith  and  truth  on 
war's  red  touchstone  I'ang  true  metal,"  Sep- 
tember 12,  1861,  he  again  enlisted,  this  time 
in  Company  A,  Thirty-fourth  Indiana  Infan- 
try. This  regiment  was  attached  to  the 
Thirteenth  Corps,  and  served  Avith  Grant  in 
his  campaign  through  Mississippi,  at  the  bat- 
tles of  Clinton,  Raymond,  Jackson,Champion 
Hill,  Black  River  Bridge  and  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg.  After  the  .'surrender  of  the  lat- 
ter place  the  regiment  returned  to  Jackson, 
where  they  remained  some  five  weeks.  At 
Champion  Hill  the  brigade  to  which  it  was 
attached  suffered  a  loss  of  nearly  Jialf  of 
those  present  in  action.  Joining  the  Nine- 
teenth Corps,  the  regiment,  or  most  of  them, 
veteranized,  among  them  Mr.  McClelland. 
After  the  usual  furlough  he  joined  the  regi- 
ment at  New  Orleans,  where  they  were  on 
detached  duty  for  over  a  year.  From  there 
they  went  to  Brazos  Santiago,  Tex.,  to  Avatch 
the  course  of  tlie  Rio  Grande  River,  and 
from  there  to  Brownsville,  opposite  Mata- 
moras,  at  which  i)hico  they  Avere  mustered 
out,  February  3,  1806. 

Mr.  McClelland  returned  to  Indiana  on  re- 
ceiving his  discharge,  but  shortly  after  went 
to  the  Iron  City  Commercial  college,  at  Pitts- 
burgh, and  remained  one  term.  Teaching 
school  the  next  winter  and  running  on  the 
railroad  was  his  next  occupation,  but  in  the 
summer  of  1807  he  went  to  Michigan,  Avhere 
he  stayed  until  September,  and  then  came  to 
this  county  and  joined  his  brother,  John, 
with  Avhom  he  remained,  teacliing  school 
that  Avinter  in  the  Koniska  district.  March 
13,  1868,  he  married  ^Miss  Isabella  Johns,  of 
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this  county,  and  the  next  Avintev 
school  in  tlie  same  district,  but  from  there 
Avent  to  Minneapolis,  where  lie  stayed  two 
years.  lie  taught  in  Watertown  five  years, 
and  while  there  held  the  olHce  of  justice  of 
the  jieace  and  read  law.  l[e  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  April  (i,  1874,  and  the  following 
spring  opened  an  office  at  Howard  Lake. 
During  the  grasshopper  troubles  of  J 876  he 
Avent  to  Detroit,  but  in  October  opened  an 
office  at  Jordan,  Scott  county,  Avhere  he 
stayed  until  August  19,  1886.  In  1881  he 
was  elected  count}'  attorney,  and  while  there 
he  ran  for  the  Legislature  but  was  defeated, 
the  county  being  democratic.  Our  subject 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  of  the  G.  A.  11.  He 
removed  to  Glenooc,  McLeod  county,  Minn., 
August  19,  1886,  whore  he  opened  a  law 
office,  and  where  ho  has  ever  since  been  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
While  a  resident  of  the  village  of  Jordan  he 
originated  the  journal  known  as  the  Jordan 
Independent,  which  he  edited  and  published 
for  over  a  year. 


1^ 


;ON.  WILLIAM  JOHNSON,  a  promi- 

 nent,  progressive  and  energetic  farmer 

of  yumter  township,  living  on  section  12, 
came  to  this  county  July  26,  1862,  and  set- 
^  tied  in  Eich  Valley  township.  He 
S  purchased  120  acres  of  land  at  that 
time,  on  Avhioh  he  resided  for  about  a 
year  and  a  half,  and  then  sold  out  and  bought 
his  present  farm  which  then  contained  160 
acres.  He  now  controls  70i  acres  lying  on 
sections  12  and  13,  of  Sumter,  and  section 
18,  of  Gloncoe  township.  lie  is  largely  in- 
terested in  stock-raising  and  in  general  farm- 
ing, and  has  met  with  a  merited  success. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  native  of  Ilolstein,  Ger- 
many, and/was  born  January  5, 1833\  He  is 


the  son  of  Jacob  anc\^ary  (Harthausen^Z/A/Tyi 
Johnson.  The  family  came  to'  the  United 
States  in  1854,  and  lived  in  Illinois  for  some 
nine  years,  and  there  the  mother  died.  There 
were  three  children  in  their  family— Henry, 
Peter  anil  William,  the  latter  of  whom  this 
sketch  is  written.  (Peter  died  in  the  army 
May  14, 1866.)  csf^ X")  O^^^cAuM^^^ms*^^ 

William  preceded  his  parents  in  their  voy- 
age to  the  New  World,  arriving  at  New 
York  May  15,  1853,fafter  spending  forty-five 
days  at  sea,  and  at  once  came  West  and  lo- 
cated iff  Lake  county.  111.,  on  a  farm  where 
he  remained  seven  years,  and  then  moved  to  ^ 
McLeod  county,  Minn.  On  the  5th  of  Feb- 
ruary,  1865,  he  enlisted  in  Company  L,  First 
Minnesota  Heavy  Artillery,  and  after  serving        1  ^^'  '\ 
for  ten  months,  was  discharged  October  10,A5^^ 
1865,  at  Fort  Snelling,    His  service  Avas  at 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  where  a  part  of  tlie 
regiment  Avas  stationed,  fl^  lJOUyA«t<i.^A^fi*r^[ 

The  subject  of  ^^IS^ersonal/ history  was  /M,d/1^i 
married  to  Miss  Augusta  Rodgere,  a  native"  ' 
of  Germany,  who  had  come  from  tbofather- 
land  in  May,  185f,  and  tlie  result  of  their  G 
union  has  been  five  children,  of  Avhom  the  a 
following  is  a  record— Charles,  born  in  185^'. 
(married  Miss  Alvina  Milke,  and  has  a  family 
of  three  children— Etta,  Lulu  and  William),  . 
and  is  an  extensiA'e  farmer  of  Lake  county, 
111.;   Jacob  was  born  February  24,  1857^^  ^u^a^7L' 
(married  Miss  Inez  Walker,  and  is  the  parent 
of  five  children— Dora,  Jessie,  Delia,  Stella  ' 
and  Jacob);  Louisa,  who  died  July  1,  1875;  ' 
Henrietta,  died  July  12',  1875;  and  Carohne, 
who  died  October  22,  1862.   Mr.  Johnson 
is  a  democrat  in  his  politics,  and  Avas  elected 
to  the  office  of  .town  assessor  in  1867  and 
held  the  same  for  ten  consecutive  years.  In 
1885  he  was  chosen  to  represent  this  district 
in  the  State  Legislature,  and  served  witlf'P 
credit  and  approA'al  ■  f or  two  years  in  that 
capacity.   He  has  as  fine  a  place  as  there  is 
in  the  township,  and  it  is  all  due  to  his  own 
energy  and  the  industry  of  his  son  Avho  lives 
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with  him.  He  is  giving  a  large  share  of  his 
attention  to  the  raising  of  Durham,  Here- 
ford and  Holstein  cattle,  and  Norman,  Shire 
and  Clydesdale  horses. 


EORGE  E.  ALLEN,  a  member  of  the 
jr  vae^  of  Allen  &  Dashner.  proprietors 
of  the  Glencoe  Plow  Works,  is  a  native  of  Es- 
7^  sex,  Essex  county,  N.  Y.,  born  November  18, 
^  1852,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Clara 
(Robinson^  Allen.  His  fatlier  is  a  native  of 
London,  England,  and  made  his  home  in  that 
city  until  he  was  about  seventeen  years  of 
iage,  when  became  to  America.  He  landed 
at  Quebec,  Canada,  and  from  tliere,  with  an- 
other boy  wlio  had  crossed  the  sea  "with  him, 
walked  to  Essex  county,  N.  Y.,  where,  after 
U  J[  a  winter  spent  in  a  lumber  camp,  he  learned 
.  the  tanner's  trade.  Tlie  first  year  he  re- 
ceived  the  munificent  salary  of  $40,  he 
boanling  and  clotliing  himself — the  second 
year  sixty.  Finishing  his  apprenticeship, 
0  after  a  short  absence,  he  was  made  foreman 
of  the  same  tannery,  and  remained  in  that 
position  for  some  thirty  years.  He  is  now 
living  in  Wellsboro,  in  the  "  Empire  State." 

When  the  subject  of  this  memoir  had 
reached  his  thirteenth  year  he  commenced 
work  in  the  tanneiy  under  his  father  and  was 
employed  there  off  and  on  for  seven  years. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage withMiss  Abna  JurnbuU,  and  that  win- 
ter ran  a  boot  and  shoe  store  for  his  fatlier. 
In  the  fall  of  1873  he  went  into  the  blaclcsmith 
shop  of  his  father-in-law,  J.  D.  TurnbuU.  and 
remained  with  him  until  thefall  of  1876,  and  in 
this  time  mastered  the  trade  thoroughly.  In 
the  spring  of  1877  he  came  to  this  State  and 
located  at  Minneapolis,  where  he  spent  some 
five  months  and  then  removed  to  Wabasha 
county,  in  which  place  he  lived  about  a  year 
and  a  half.   From  there  he  went  to  IMonte- 


he  came  to  the  village  of  Glencoe.  He  took 
up  the  old  trade  of  blacksmith,  on  coming 
here,  and  continued  in  that  business  until 
February,  1888,  when  he  jiurchased  the  in- 
terest of  S.  G.  Martin  in  the  plow  works  and 
the  present  firm  was  formed.  Tiiey  manu- 
facture plows,  cultivators,  harrows,  wagons, 
sleds,  and  do  a  general  repair  business,  and, 
being  practical  meclianics,  their  work  will 
oliallenge  comparison  witii  iiny. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  Iiavo  a  family  of  six 
children — Clayton  B.,  Irwin  E.,  Clara  13., 
Walter,  Halsey  and  an  infant. 


i^HARLES  W.  TINKER.  M.  D.,  a  practic- 
ing  pliy&ician,  located  at  the  village  of 
Stewart,  is  a  son  of  Albert  and  Sarah  Jane 
(Waters') Tinkc^r.  and  was  born  at.^[orristown, 
Lamoille  county,  Vt,  May  28,  185G.  His 
father  was  a  graduate  of.  Casselton  iledical 
College,  but  not  liking  iho  practice  of  the 
profession,  devoted  his  attention  to  raising 
and  dealing  in  stock. 

The  subjpct  of  this  memoir  received  an 
academic  education  in  his  youth,  and  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  F.  H.  Milligan  at  Wabasha, 
and  attended  a  full  course  at  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  i  n  1878.  He  then 
returned  to  Minnesota  and  commenced  prac- 
tice in  the  city  of  AVabasha.  He  remained 
there  about  a  year  and  then  came  to  the 
village  of  Stewart  and  opened  an  office  and 
entered  into  practice,  in  which  he  has  been 
very  successful,  as  he  has  a  largo  and  increas- 
ing patronage. 

Tlie  Doctor  was  united  in  marriage  June 
10,  1883,  witli  Miss  Edith  ]\ray  Sciiescall,  a 
native  of  Dakota  county,  this  State,  born  in 
June,  18G8,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William 
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The  Doctor  is  a  democrat  in  liis  politics, 
and  iias  iilled  tiie  olfice  of  town  clerk  of 
Collins  for  four  years.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  order  of  Oddfellows  and  manifests  great 
interest  in  the  work  of  the  organization. 


WILLIAM  TEWS,  an  old  setler 
the  town  of  Acoma,  came  to 
this  county  in  June,  1858,  and  took  up  a 
claim  in  the  town  where  he  now  lives.  He 
brought  his  family  with  hinifrom  Wisconsin, 
coming  through  b}'  team.  He  is  a  native 
of  Gei'many,  and  had  come  to  the  United 
States  in  1855,  locating  for  the  time  in  Wis- 
consin, and  made  his  home  there  until  com- 
ing to  thiii  place.  After  malcing  some  im- 
provements on  his  farm,  ho  there  resided 
until  the  summer  of  18G2,  and  during  the 
Indiaii  outbrciikof  that  year  went  to  Hutch- 
iiison  with  his  family,  and  was  in  that  village 
during  the  assault  on  the  place.  He  was 
Avith  the  Third  Regiment  of  Minnesota  In- 
fantry in  their  western  campaigns,  his  team 
having  been  imjjresscd  into  the  service  for 
transportation  duty.  He  is  the  parent  of  six 
chihlron  —  Edward,  Bertha,  Albert  F.,  Ma- 
tilda, Amelia  and  Ida — the  four  eldest  of 
whom  are  nnirried  and  settled.  13}'  his  en- 
ergy and  frugality  he  has  accumulated  a 
handsome  pi'o]ierty,  and  is  one  of  the  largest 
land  owners  in  the  county,  and  also  one  of 
the  representative  men  of  the  town. 


JTaMES  v.  v.  lewis,  attorney  at  law, 
^  resides  at  Hutchinson,  and  is  numbered 
among  its  most  prominent  citizens.  He  is  a 
native  of  Whitney's  Point,  N.  Y.,  born  July 
1,  18-J-G,  and  is  the  son  of  John  N.  and  Esther 
(Satterlee)  Lewis,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  the  "Empire State"  also. 


The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  Presby- 
terian clergyman,  and  preached  for  many 
years  in  liis  native  State,  but  in  1851  was 
compelled  by  failing  health  to  abandon  the 
ministry.  For  the  purpose  of  recuperating 
his  impaired  constitution  and  devoting  the 
remainder  of  his  days  to  farming  he  removed 
to  Madison,  Wis.,  and  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  on  Sun  Prairie.  The  next  year,  how- 
ever, he  went  to  Lodi,  in  that  State,  to  or- 
ganize a  church,  and  becoming  its  pastor 
moved  his  family  thither,  and  continued  in 
charge  for  six  years.  He  made  his  Iiome  iri 
that  village  until  called  to  pass  to  "that  land 
elysian,  whose  portals  we  call  death,"  his 
summons  coming  in  the  spring  of  1883. 

Eeceiving  the  elements  of  his  education  in 
the  district  schools,  James  J^ewis,  in  1866, 
entered  Beloit  Colleg6,  where  he  remained 
for  three  3'ears,  and  on  leaving  that  institu- 
tion commenced  to  read  law  with  Eichard 
Lindsay,  at  Lodi.  In  December,  18T0,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  the  following 
January  came  to  Minnesota.  After  visiting 
various  places,  in  Juneheari'ived  at  Glencoe. 
and  the  next  day  started  for  Litchfield  by 
stage,  but  on  his  arrival  at  that  place  cau;*> 
bade  to  Hutchinson,  and  renting  an  office 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
He  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  community,  and  has  made  this 
his  home  eyer  since  his  first  settlement.  In 
1ST5  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county 
attorney,  and  held  it  for  two  years,  relin- 
quishing it  to  accept  the  position  of  judge  of 
the  probate  court.  The  latter  office  he  filled 
for  four  terms.  When  the  village  was  in- 
corporated in  1881,  Mr.  Lewis  was  chosen 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  has 
served  on  that  board  ever  since.  He  was  a 
mendjor  of  the  school  board  for  six  years, 
and  served  as  one  of  the  directors  of  the  as:- 
ricultnral  societ}^  and  as  the  treasurer  of  the 
latter. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  united  in  marriage  Febru- 
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ary  23,  1874,  with  Miss  Hattie  Tracy,  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont.  In  his  political  affiliations 
he  is  in  accord  with  the  democratic  party, 
having  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  I'or 
Horace  Greeley  in  1872.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  an  active  worker 
in  that  order. 


AMES  MARSHALL,  an  energetic  and 
successful  agriculturist  of  the  town  of 
rinsted,  living  on  section  9,  is  a  fair  example 
of  the  self-made  men  of  our  day.   He  is  a 
native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  born  July  5, 
1842,  and  is  the  son  .of  John  and  Mary 
Marshall.    He  attended  the  common  day 
schools  until  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age 
and  from  that  time  attended,  twice  a  week, 
night  schools,  and  by  this  means  obtained  a 
good  education.    Early  in  life  he  entered  a 
cotton  mill  and  was  employed  as  a  spinner ; 
later  on  he  became  a  weaver  of  cotton  goods 
and  worked  at  that  trade  until  1869,  when, 
with  a  laudable  desire  to  better  his  fortune, 
he  embarked  on   the  steamship,  "  City  of 
London,"  and  after  a  pleasant  voyage  across 
the  treacherous  Atlantic,  landed  in  New 
York.     From  there  he  came  directly  to 
Mcleod  county,  Minn.,  and  located  in  the 
town  of  Winsted.    He  was  employed  for 
some  five  years  on  the  construction  of  the 
St.  Paul  &  Pacific  Eailroad,  after  which  he 
settled  on  the  farm  on  section  9,  where  he 
now  lives  and  where  he  has  resided  ever 
since. 

Mr.  Mai-shall  was  united  in  marriage, 
November  9,  1861,  while  in  the  land  of  his 
birth,  with  Miss  Mary  Nuttall,  a  native,  also, 
of  "  Fair  Albion,"  and  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Nancy  JSTuttall.  Tiie  issue  of  this  union 
has  been  ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  living 
—Rosalind,  Mary  Helena,  Ina,  John  and  Ada 
Edith. 


In  his  political  action  our  subject  is  bound 
by  no  party  lines,  and  usually  votes  for  the- 
best  men,  irrespective  of  their  affiliations, 
lie  is  one  of  the  present  board  of  town 
supervisors  and  is  a  most  efficient  officer.  In 
religious  matters  he  is  connected  Avith  the 
Eaptist  church  and  tries  to  square  his  life  by 
the  precepts  of  the  Word.  Tlie  family  have 
the  esteem  and  regard  of  all  with  whom  they 
come  in  contact  and  are  hospitable  in  the 
extreme. 


ILLIAM  G.  BRADLEY,  the  accom- 
modating  and  ellicient  station 
agent  of  tlie  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
Eailroad  Company,  at  the  village  of  Plato, 
is  a  native  of  Columbia  county,  Wis.,  born 
January  2,  1857,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
T.  and  Susan  L.  (Ohilson)  Bradley.  His 
parents  werQ  natives  of  Vermont,  wliere 
the  forefathers  of  our  subject  have  lived 
from  its  earliest  days.  The  ancestry  on  the 
father's  side  dates  back  to  tiie  originator  of 
the  family  in  this  countiy,  who  came  from 
Ireland.  On  his  mothei-'s  side,  he  has  in  liis 
veins  the  pure  blood  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathere. 
Some  of  her  ancestoi-s,  Scott,  by  name,  were 
of  the  fii'st  who  came  over  in  the  Mayrtower 
and  landed  in  that  bleak  month  of  December 
1620,  on  the  desolate  New  England  coast. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  west  in 
18,35,  and  settled  in  Columbia  county.  Wis. 
In  1866  the  family  removed  to  Fort  Atkin- 
son, Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  where  Will- 
iam C.  resided  and  went  to  scliool  until 
he  was  some  fifteen  yeai's  old.  He  then 
commenced  to  learn  the  art  of  telegraphy 
and  had  become  an  expert  by  the  time  he 
was  eighteen.  The  graded  school  at  Fort 
Atkinson  being  in  want  of  a  teacher,  he 
took  and  filled  that  position  most  acceptably 
for  two  years  and  several  others  for  about 
the  same  time.    Upon  the  family  homestead 
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he  spent  tlie  next  two  ^'eai's.  his  father  being 
in(lis])osed,  and  lie  carried  on  tlie  place.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  lie  was  appointed  to  his 
present  j)osition  and  has  lield  it  ever  since. 
ITe  is  also  tlie  iigent  of  the  /.nierican  Express 
Company  at  tliis  jioint  and  has  been  since 
coming  here  in  1879. 

,Mr.  Bradley'  was  united  in  marriage, 
September  15,  18S1,  with  Miss  ]\[artlia  M. 
Bcrlicld,  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Arabcllii  (iriidebraTui)  Ilei'lield. 
V>s  this  union  there  have  been  born  two 
ciiildrcn — Susan  and  IMabol  A.  In  his  polit- 
ical views  VkW  13.  is  a  democrat  of  the  most 
solid  ty])e,  seeing  in  that  [  arty  the  princi- 
l)les  that  are  in  accord  with  his  own. 

JOHN  LUITEN,  tiie  clerk  of  tlie  district 
court  of  ]\lcLcod  county,  ami  a  resident 
of  Glencoe,  was  born  in  llhenisli  Prussia, 
Fobruar}'  11,  ISiO,  and  is'thesonof  Jolm 
and  Gerliardina  (Wolters')  Luitcn.  JIc  was 
reared  beneath  the  skies  of  his  native  land, 
and  received  an  excellent  education  in  the 
various  schools  and  at  ]3onn  Univci'sity.  He 
graduated  from  the  latter  institution  and  in 
August,  1871,  came  to  the  United  States 
from  Jiremen,  and  landed  at  New  York. 
From  the  latter  ho  came  to  this  State,  and 
for  a  year  was  emi)loycd  in  a  wholesale  dry 
goods  iiouRC  in  St.  Paxil.  He  then  came  to 
this  county  and  engaged  in  keeping  store  in 
Rich  Valley  in  com])any  witli  August  Malin, 
and  three  years  later  engaged  in  farming  in 
the  tow^n  of  Rich  Valley,  and  continued  to 
till  the  soil  until  ISYO,  when  lie  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  the  office  of  clerk  of  the 
court,  to  which  he  had  .been  elected  the  fall 
before.  lie  has  occupied  the  position  ever 
since. 

Mr.  Luiton  was  mai-ried  May  13,  1876,  to 
Miss  Mary  Brandt,  a  native  of  Illinois  and 
the  dauglitei-  of  Lewis  and  Mary  (MUller) 
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Brandt.  By  this  marriage  they  have  a  family 
of  five  child I'en — Mary,  Gerhardine;  Xavier, 
Eleanora  and  Louisa. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  member  of 
the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  United  Workmen, 
and  an  attendant  on  the  services  of  the  Ger 
man  Lutheran  Church.  • 

»->?^^'<"  ■  ■ 

LBERT  A.  MIELKE,  a  prominent  mem- 
J/^^  ber  of  the  fanning  community  of  the 
town  of  (South)  Hutchinson,  living  on  section 
li,  is  a  native  of  classic  Germany,  and  was 
born  in  West  Preussen,  November  3,  1859. 
In  1863  he  was  brought  to  the  United  States 
by  his  parents,  Johij  and  Caroline  (Etrich) 
Mielke.  Landing  at  Quebec  in  Canada,  the 
family  came  directly  through  to  Minnesota 
and  settled  in  Carver  county.  There  they 
lived  for  three  years  and  then,  preferring  the 
richer  fertility  of  McLeod  county's  soil,  they 
removed  hitherand  made  a  permanent  settle- 
ment in  the  town  of  Sumter.  > 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  the  family  estate  in  this  county, 
and  here  received  his  schooling  in  the  district 
schools.  He  remained  at  home,  assisting  in 
the  labors  of  the  farm  until  November  3, 
1881,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Anna  Bantling,  and  moved  to  his  pres- 
ent residence  where  he  has  some  100  acres  of 
finely  tilled  land.  On  thisplacehe  haslived 
ever  since,  and  here  his  two  children,  Lillie 
and  Mary,  were  born.  Lillie  Was  born  Sep- 
tember 2,  1SS2,  and  Mary  was  born  Novem- 
ber 6,  1SS3. 

In  his  politics  our  subject-is  a  strong  and 
steadfast  republican,  believing  that  in  its 
principles  lie  the  best  guarantees  for  our 
national  existence.  Although  a  young  man 
he  is  already  acquiring  a  fine  j-eputation  and 
Avill,  doubtless,  come  to  the  front.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  as 
is  his  wife. 
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John  Mielke,  the  father  of  Albert  A. 
X^TV/c^    Mielke,  was  born  in  West  Prussia,  German}"-, 
V^May  29, 1818.  In  1818  he  was  marrietl  to  Oaro- 
'  5  jiA^       -?t"^  ^triclij  who  was  born  in  tlie  Same  part 
•  pJL  n  1?'^     ^®'™''^"yj  December  11, 1831.    They  lived 
'        '      in  the  fatherland  for  fourteen  years  after 


their  ina^Mage^'^nd  tiien  came'to  America, 
landing  at  Quebec,  Canada,  later  coming  to 
the  United  States  and  settling  in  Carver 
county,  Minn.  Three  years  later  the}"-  came 
to  McLeod  county  !ind  settled  upon  a  home- 
stead of  ICO  acres  on  section  9  in  Sumter 
township.  There  the  father  died  April  8, 
1885,  and  the  widow  still  occupies  tlie  place. 
John  Mielke  was  a  republican  in  politics,  and 
as  a  neighbor  and  citizen  was  highly  re- 
spected by  all.  ■  ■ 

Mi's.  Albert  A.  Mielke's  father  was  Charles 
Bautling.  He  was  born  in  Mecklenburg, 
Schverin,  Germany,  March  27,  1825.  In 
1853  he  married  Fredereka  Iloltz,  who  was 
born  in  1828.  Four  years  after  tiieir  marriage 
they  came  to  the  United  States,  huuling  in 
New  York  and  proceeding  at  once  to  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  where  they  settled  and  lived  for 
five  years.  At  the  expiration  of  tliat  time 
they,  came  to  McLeod  county,  Minn.,  and 
located  on  a  homestead  of  160  acres  on  sec- 
tions 14  and  15,  in  township  116,  range  29. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  church,  and  exemplary  citizens. 
The  father  died  in  1881.  Mrs.  Albert  A. 
Mielke  was  born  in  Chicago,  111.,  January 
15,1859. 


OHN  O.  RICE,  one  of  the  leading  and 
influential  citizens  of  tiie  town  of  Lynn, 
and  one  that  ht^s  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  growth  and  development  of  it, 
is  a  self-made  man  in  the  truest  sense  of  the 
word.  He  was  Tjorn  in  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  January  12,  1832,  and  is  tlie  son  of 
Jacob  and  "Wealthy  Ann  (Clark)  Rice,  who 
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were  natives  of  Vermont  and  Connecticut, 
respectively.  He  was  reared  u])on  a  farni, 
but  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  his  father 
when  he  was  but  eleven  years  of  age.  He 
remained  with  his  nu)tlier  until  her  death, 
and  upon  that  sad  event  talcing  place  he 
traded  the  fifty  acres  of  liuid  that  fell  to 
his  share  for  a  farm  in  Ashtabula  county, 
the  same  State,  and  upon  the  latter  resided 
for  some  three  years.  IJe  then  made  an 
exchange  with  the  Ivees  brothers  for  the 
farm  in  McLeod  count)'  tliat  he  now  owns 
in  Lynn,  and  came  to  Minnesota  in  the 
year  1858.    The  families  of  the 


Harring- 


tons, Keeses,  ilices,  Wakelields,  Eartletts  and 
Ilavfords  were  anion"'  the  earliest  settlers  of 


Gi'cene,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  they 
had  inter-married  until  they  were  all  related. 

Mr.  Rice  was  united  in  marriage  January 
25,  1855,  with  Miss  Laura  Smith,  in 
Mecca,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  The  lad}'  is 
the  daughter  of  Alanson  and  Elmira  (Dean) 
Smith,  and  was  born  April  13,  1S30.  lly 
this  union  there  have  been  born  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  is  the  record — 
Minnie,  who  was  born  December  18,  1855; 
Lura,  born  January  20,  1858,  now  Mrs. 
Philip  Bonniwell,  lives  in  Dakota;  Ralsa  C, 
whose  birth  took  place  Mai-ch  21,  1860,  was 
burned  to  death  in  Scott  &  Co.'s  lumber 
camp,  in  P>rownsville,  Dak.,  March  10,1881; 
Jennie  Alay  was  born  May  5,  1862,  and  is 
the  wife  of  David  A.  Fickling,  of  this  ioww ; 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  Andrew  Johnson, 
'twins,  were  born  May  21,  1865,  and  the 
former  died  December  11,  1871 ;  Mary  E., 
was  born  July  7,  1867,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Alva  A.  Leman,  a  blacksmith  in  the  village 
of  Hutchinson;  Dana  A.,  was  born  December 
14,  1869 ;  Addie,  deceased,  was  born  De- 
cember 10, 1871 ;  Frank  N.,  \vas  born  March 
6,  1874,  and  Nellie,  whbse  birth  took  place 
April  7,  1879. 

Mr.  Rice  has  always  held  an  important 
place  in  this  communit}',  and  has  been  called 
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on  frequently  to  fill  various  local  offices, 
among  wliicli  were  those  of  cliairman  of  the 
town  board,  town  clerk  and  justice  of  the 
peace,  in  all  of  which  he  served  with  credit 
and  distinction,  lie  has  a  fine  farm  of 
170  acres  of  land  in  excellent  cultivation, 
two  miles  from  tiie  village  of  Hutchinson, 
and  the  residence  and  otiier  improvements 
thereon  are  of  a  comfortable  and  substantial 
character. 

iCmUVER  D.  J^UTCHINSON,  druggist, 
and  a  resident  of  tiie  village  that 
bears  his  widely-known  name,  Avas  born  in 
Lynn,  Mass.,  January  15,  185Y,  and  is  the 
son  of  Asa  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Chace)  Hutch- 
inson. His  father  was  one  of  that  cele- 
bratcd  family  of  vocal  musicians  whose 
songs  delighted  our  younger  days,  and 
wliose  name  was  a  household  word. 

The  family  was  originally  from  "the 
hills  of  the  old  Granite  State,"  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  those  known  to  fame  as  the 
"Hutchinson  family"  consisted  of  John  W., 
Asa  B.,  Judson  and  Abby.  Fop  many  years 
they  traveled  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land,  and  in  the  Bi'itish  Isles, 
and  their  concerts  were  the  delight  of  every- 
body. In  1856  they  decided  to  give  up 
traveling,  and  on  looking  up  a  location  on 
which  to  settle,  came  to  McLeod  county 
and  determined  to  lay  out  a  village  where 
now  is  located  Hutchinson,  and  took  up 
claims  in  that  vicinity.  The  village,  which 
Avas  surveyed  and  planted  that  winter,  was 
called  by  them  Harmony,  but  while  they 
were  absent  the  inhabitants  saw  fit  to 
change  it  to  the  name  of  tlie  founders. 
They  remained  here  on  their  land,  making 
some  improvements,  and  then  returned  to 
the  East.  In  the  spring  of  1857  they  came 
back  to  the  village,  with  farm  utensils  and 


the  material  with  which  to  equip  a  saw-mill,' 
which  they  erected  where  the  present  one 
now  stands.  Judson  and  John  Hutchinson 
remained  here  long  enough  to  prove  up  on 
their  claims  and  were  members  of  the  town 
site  company.  Asa  made  his  home  on  his 
farm,  devoting  his  time  to  its  improvement 
in  the  summer  months.  The  rest  of  the 
3'ear  he  spent  in  traveling  and  giving  those 
concerts  that  have  enshrined  the  name  in 
tlie  hearts  of  the  past  generation.  At  that 
time  the  family  troupe  consisted  of  himself, 
wife,  daugliter-  and  two  sons.  In  1873 
Fred  Hutchinson,  one  of  the  sons,  died  here, 
on  the  family  homestead,  and  the  following 
year  Mrs.  Hutchinson  was  called  to  her 
rest,  quite  suddenly,  while  at  Rushford,  this 
State,  while  preparing  for  a  concert  in  aid. 
of  the  State  Temperance  Union.  In  1875 
Asa  Hutchinson  and  his  son,  Oliver  D  ,  went 
East  and  joined  John  Hutchinson  and  his 
son,  and  others,  and  traveled  through  the 
New  England  States.  From  this  time  on 
our  subject  was  engaged  in  the  concert  busi- 
ness, with  his  father,  until  1879,  when  they 
located  at  Leadville,  Colo.,  where  Asa  built  a 
hotel  and  residence  and  lived  until  1882,  at 
wiiich  date  the  latter  returned  to  his  home- 
stead here  and  died  in  November,  1884. 

In  the  meantime  Oliver  D.  had  gone 
East,  to  Netv  York  City,  where  he  formed  a 
troupe,  under  the  name  of  the  "  Hutchinson 
Young  Folks,"  and  filled  church  engage- 
ments in  that  city  and  in  Brooklyn.  He  had 
commenced  his  career  upon  the  concert  stnge 
at  the  early  age  of  three  years'  and  a  half, 
and  in  1881,  wanting  to  settle  down,  he 
came  back  to  the  family  homestead,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  a  year,  but 
the  next  year  purchjised  the  interest  of  Isaac 
Kouwe,  in  the  drug  business  of  Ridout  & 
Kouw.e,  and  remained  in  partnei-ship  with 
E.  F.  Eidbut  until  1885,  when  he  bought 
out  that  gentleman,  and  has  since  then  man- 
aged the  business  alone.  • 
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O.  D.  Ilutcliinson  was  united  in  marriage 
September  10,  18Y8,  Avith  Miss  Nelly  Dre\v, 
at  Portland,  Me.  They  have  .three  cliil- 
dren  -  Fred  D.,  Jesse  0.  and  Elizabeth. 

^OHN  DUNN,  a  prominent  fai'mer  of  the 
^  town  of  Collins,  is  the  son  of  Moses  and 
Mary  (McOauley')  Dunn,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Ireland,  respectively,  and  was 
born  in  Greene  county,  Penn.,  November 
1,  1811.  During  the  last  conflict  with 
Great  Britain,  in  1812-15,  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  enrolled  among  his  country's 
.defenders  and  died  while  in  the  service.  His 
father,  Isaac  Dunn,  who  had  served  some 
seven  years  in  the  Continental  army,  at  the 
time  of  the  struggle  for  independence,  took 
the  three  children  of  his  son  and  raised  them. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  with 
bis  grandfather,  attending  school  and  doing 
what  he  could,  until  he  had  attained  the  age 
of  eighteen  years.  He  then  commenced  to 
learn  the  blacksmith's  trade,  and  followed 
that  calling  and  farming  in  that  locality 
uiitil  1839,  when  he  and  his  family  removed 
to  Knox  county,  Ohio,  and  there  carried  on 
the  handicraft  that  was  so  natural  to  him, 
and  followed  his  Cyclopean  hiboi-s  for  four 
years.  Removing  to  Green  count}',  Wis., 
he  still  pursued  his  chosen  trade  and  made 
that  part  of  the  country  his  home  until 
1865,  when  became  to^this  county  and  settled 
on  a  homestead  on  section  35,  Collins  town- 
ship, and  entered  120  acres  more.  lie  has 
since  sold  the  160  acres  to  his  son  and  nephew, 
but  stdl  retains  the  120. 

Mr.  Dunn  was  married  in  1831,  to  Miss 
Mary  Ulum.  who  died  in  1843,  while  on  the 
road  from  Ohio  to  Wisconsin,  leaving  one 
child,  Harriet,  who  was  born  January  2, 18-1-3, 
and  is  now  the  wife  of  Lewis  Dewey,  a  resi- 
dent of  Wisconsin.  September  4,  1845,  he 
was  again  married,  leading  to  the  altar  Miss 


Sarah  J.  Blount.  The  lady  is  the  daughter 
of  William  and  JSTancy  (Digmann)  Blount, 
and  was  born  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio, 
in  February,  1820.  She  is  the  niother  of 
seven  children — Moses  B.,  born  April  0,  185T, 
who  married  Miss  Ella  Simons,  and  lives  in 
Wisconsin  ;  Monroe,  whose  birth  took  place 
April  6,  1854,  married  Miss  Stella  Griffin 
and  has  a  pleasant  home  near  his  parents; 
William,  born  November  7,  1851,  and  died 
July  lY,  18T5;  Isaiah,  born  March  14,  18 — ; 
Mary  E.,  born  August  3,  18G0;  John  V., 
bom  June  22,  18G3,  and  Grant  B.,  born 
August  24,  18G9. 

M^UBREY  M.  KNIGHT,  the  president  of 
j^S^  the  McLeod  county  bank,  of  Glencoe, 
is  a  native  of  Peru,  Oxford  county,  Me.,  born 
August  8,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Columbia  A.  Kniyht.  Ilis  great-grand- 
father, Morrill  Kniirlit,  came  from  Massachu- 
setts in  an  eai-ly  day,  and  was  the  lirst  .settlor 
in  the  town  of  Peru.  The  grandfatlior  of 
our  subject,  Adam  Knight,  and  Nathaniel, 
were  both  born  in  that  town. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  received  the 
elements  of  his  education  in  the  excellent 
common  and  high  schools  of  his  native  vil- 
lage, and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  commenced  a 
preparatory  course  at  the  seminary  at  Lewis- 
ton,  Me.,  where  he  remained , some  four  yeai-s, 
after  which  he  entered  Bates'  college  in  the 
class  of  1863.  After  two  years  and  a  half 
spent  there,  he  went  to  New  Albany,  liul., 
where  he  taught  the  city  school  for  about  a 
year.  Eeturning  to  Maine,  he  commenced 
the  study  of  law  with  Bolster  &  Richardson, 
atDixfield.  with  whom  he  remained  two  yeai's 
and  a  half,  excejit  that  during  a  ])ortion  of 
the  year  he  taught  in  the  high  school  at 
West  Peru.  In  1808  Mr.  Knight  camo  to 
Minnesota,  and  for  one  year  was  the  supor- 
I  intendent  of  schools  at  St.  Anthony,  but  the 
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following  year  came  to  Glencoe.  Here  he 
taugiit  school  for  two  years,  at  the  same 
tim^  Ming  law  with  Judge  Edson.  In  1870 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  in  tlie  village 
and  held  that  office  for  four  years.  In  1871 
he  opened  a  real  estate  and  loan  ollice,  and 
tliis.  brancii  of  his  business  has  grown  to  an 
enormous  extent.  In  1883  he  established  the 
ircLcod  county  bank  with  a  capital  of  $50,- 
000,  and  the  same  year  organized  the  Farm- 
ers' Bank  at  ]V[ill)ank,  Dak.  The  year  previ- 
ous he  had  opened  a  loan  and  real  estate 
agency  at  Aberdeen,  Dak.,  and  now  has 
branches  at  "Webster  and  Britton,  in  that 
Territoiy,  and  at  Bird  Island,  Mailison, 
Ortonvilie  and  Ajjplefon,  this  State.  lie  is 
also  secretary  and  general  manager  of  the 
Minnesota  ]\[ortgage  Company,  whicli  was 
established  in  the  spring  of  1888  with  a  cap- 
ital stock  of  $50,000.  He  owns  some  0,000 
acres  of  land  in  this  Stale  and  in  Dakota,,  be- 
sides considcraljlo  property  in  ]V[inneapolis 
and  other  cities  and  villages. 

Knight  was  united  in  marriage  May 
U,  1809,  with  Miss  Cecelia  A.  C4iover,  of 
Hartford,  Oxford  county,  Me,  and  tiieir 
union  has  been  blessed  i)y  the  advent  of 
two  boys. 

[ULIUS  MAYEl^.  Among  the  thrifty  sons 
of  the  Gei'man  fatherland  tliat  have 
helped  so  largely  in  the  development  of  this 
county,  and  who  have  transported  the  habits 
of  frugality  and  economy  from  their  native 
laudtotliis  New  World,  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  a  farmer  residing  in  Glen- 
coo  townsliij).  In  tiie  beautiful  grand  duchy 
of  Baden  he  lirstsaw  tlie  light,  beneath  the 
roof  of  thecotttige  of  his  pai'onts,  Xavier 
and  Maria  (Muller)  j\rayer,  August  13,  1830. 
Four  generations  of  his  forefathers  had 
lived  in  the  same  house  in  which  he  ^vas  born, 
and  in  the  same'  town  they  had  carried  on 


their  trade  of  wagon-making.  He  was 
I'eared  in  the  land  of  his  birth  and  resided 
there  until  185i,  when,  desiring  a  larger  field 
for  his  labors,  he  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  landing  at  New  York.  From  that, 
port  he  went  to  Monroe,  Green  county, 
Wis.,  where  he'^'emained  engaged  in  wagon- 
making  until  May,  1855,  at  which  time  he 
came  to  St.  Paul,  and  after  looking  over  the 
country,  went  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis.,  and 
shortly  afterward  opened  a  blacksmith  shop 
in  connection  with  a  half-breed,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Winfield.  After  a  few  months  he 
was  taken  sick  and  for  some  time  was  very 
low,  and  for  over  a  year  could  do  nothing. 
Kecovering,  he  returned  to  Monroe  and 
stayed  until  coming  to  tiiis  county  in  the 
spring  of  18G2.  He  traded  a  house  and  lot 
for  his  present  property,  some  175  acres,  and 
remained  on  the  farm  until  driven  oil  by  the 
Indians  during  the  outbreak,  when  he  re- 
tired to  Hastings  and  there  carried  on  his 
trade  for  over  a  year ;  then  in  Eed  Wing 
another  year;  then  a  like  period  running  a 
hotel  at  Lake  City.  In  the  meantime  he 
rented  a  farm  and  was  engaged  in  its  culti- 
vation for  two  years.  Finally  he  then  came 
back  to  his  farm  in  this  count\'  and  has  lived 
here  since. 

Mr,  Mayer  was  married  September  11, 
1S5G,  in  Monroe,  Wis.,  to  Miss  Amelia  Bast, 
a  native  of  Prussia,  born  April  2C,  1837,  and 
the  daughter  of  Gottlieb  and  Dorothea  Bast. 
By  this  union  there  have  been  born  thirteen 
children — Mary,  Louisa,  Theresa,  Paulina, 
Anna,  Edward,  Julius  P.,  Ida,  Susanna, 
Ellen,  Ilosie,  Emma  and  Bertha.  All  the 
children  are  living  with  the  exception  of 
]\rary,  who  died  in  Glencoe. 

]\[r.  J\[!iyer  is  one  of  tiie  revolutionists  of 
Baden  tiuit  made  so  bold  a  stroke  for  the 
libei'ty  of  their  country  in  1848  and  1819,  and 
who.se  efforts  shook  so  man}'  of  tiio  thrones 
of  Europe.  He  was  one  of  the  students  in  a 
college  there,  for  he  is  a  man  of  fine  educa 
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tion,  and  was  banded  with  his  fellow  stu- 
dents in  their  Avai'  upon  their  oppressors. 
His  father  was  the  customs  collector  of  that 
portion  of  Baden,  and  a  miin  of  prominence 
_and  influence. 

i^HARLES  W.  WARD,  wlio  is  engaged 
in  carr\'ing  on  general  farming  antl 
stock-raising  on  section  {55,  Sumter  township, 
came  to  this  county  from  T'orest,  Fond  du 
Lac  county.  Wis.,  in  1869,  and  took  a  home- 
stead on  section  26,  where  he  made  many 
improvements  and  resided  for  some  eiglit 
or  nine  years,  and  tiien  ti'aded  it  for  tlie 
place  where  he  now  lives.  He  is  a  native  of 
Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  born  April  22,  18i8, 
and  is  the  son  of  Elijah  and  Elizabeth  (Pren- 
tice) "Ward.  His  father  died  wliile  in  the 
service  during  the  late  war,  he  having 
enlisted  in* Company  II,  Fourteenth  Wiscon- 
sin Infantry.  He  was  a  bhioksmitli  by  trade 
and  always  followed  that  calling.  The 
motiier  is  now  living  in  Siieboygan  county. 
Wis. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  received  ids 
earlier  education  in  the  schools  of  JMcHenry 
county,  111.,  and  finislied  in  the  institutions 
of  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wis.,  the  family 
having  removed  to  the  latter  place.  On 
attaining  liis  majority,  he  came  to  tiiis  part 
of  the  State  of  Minnesota  and  iias  made 
his  home  here  ever  since.  He  was  married 
December  15,  IBYl,  to  Miss  Guliolma  phase,  a 
native  of  Plymouth,  Sheboygan  county.  Wis., 
and  daughter  of  W.  D.  Chase  and  wife,  iier 
father  being  a  prominent  farmer  and  stoclc- 
raiser  of  that  county.  She  was  l)orii  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1855,  and  came  to  this  county  in 
1865  with  her  parentp.  By  tliis  union  tiiero 
has  been  born  a  family  of  four  ciiildren  wiio 
bear  the  names  of  Ilalph,  June,  Elma  and 
Elsie. 


Mr.  Ward  is  a  strong  and  steady  adherent 
to  the  principles  of  the  re})ublican  party  and 
takes  consiilerable  interest  in  local  politics,, 
although  he  has  no  aspirations  for  oifice. 
He  is  a  member  of  tiie  Odil  Fellows  order 
and  rules  his  conduct  toward  his  I'ellow  men 
by  the  teaching  of  tluit  noble  organization. 

7||^AUR(CE  D.  PENDERGAST,  a  young 
J^J^^  and  enterprising  farmer  of  the  town 
of  Hutchinson,  is  a  resident  upon  a  line  farm 
on  section  17,  where  liis  father  settled  in  18C6. 
lie  was  born  in  Stratford  county,  N.  H.,  in 
1861,  and  is  tiie  son  of  Solomon  and  Judith 
(Mathews)  Pendergast. 

Solomon  Pendergast  was  one  of  the  ear- 
liest pioneers  of  this  region,  making  his  lirst 
appearance  iicre  April  2(5,  1850,  having 
walked  from  Carver  to  Hutchinson  through 
tiie  mud,  in  company  witii  about  ten  others. 
He  did  not  make  a  permanent  sottlonient  at 
that  time,  but  came  with  liis  wife  and  daugh- 
ter in  August,  1858,  and  lived  nearly  two 
years  on  tiie  hill  north  of  the  village,  then 
returned  to  New  Hampshire.  Four  years 
later  he  came  back  to  this  county,  took  a 
homestead  of  lOO  acres  in  section  It,  on 
which  he  lived  till  May,  1882,  when  he  with 
liis  wife  went  to  his  daughter's  (Mrs.  D.  S. 
Todds),  where  he  died  July  9, 1883. 

Maurice,  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch,  being  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  talce 
care  of  his  father  through  his  years  of  iniinii- 
ity,  and  at  his  death  to  iind  himself  witli 
nothinu'  hut  his  hands  to  run  the  eighty  acres 
left  his  mother,  from  which  the  wood  and 
timber  hiid  been  nearly  stripped  and  but  ton 
acres  under  the  jilow  —  six  of  these  ho 
had  cleared.    Now  ho  has  lifty  acres  over 

which  he  can  run  his  liinder  and  mowing 
machine.  This  he  has  cleared  by  teaching 
school  winters  (which  he  has  done  nearly 
every  winter  since  he  was  seventeen)  and 
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working  on  the  farm  summers.  Being 
obh'ged  to  stay  with  his  father  and  mother,  he 
had  no  soiiool  advantages  exceiit  what  he 
could  get  in  his  own  district,  No.  44,  and  a 
term  at  tiie  Ilutcliinson  higli  school,  so  that 
most  of  his  educatior,  was  acquii'ed  at  home. 
Solomon  Tendergast,  the  fatiier  of  Maurice 
D.  j^^endergast  was  born  in  Durliam,  N.  11., 
April  7,  and  was  tlie  son  of  Edmund 
and  Lydia  (Mmraj)  Pendci-gast,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  tlie  "(Jld  Granite 
State."  lie  was  united  in  marriage  May, 
1850,  with  Miss  Juditli  Mathews,  who  Avas, 
also,  born  in  New  Hampshire,  wlio  bore  him 
two  childi-en— Lydia  M.  and  Maurice,  the  sub- 
ject of  fciiis  slv-etch.  The  latter  has  some 
eighty  acres  of  finely  improved  land,  and  is 
an  enterprising  and  progressive  farmer  and  a 
gentleman  of  much  ability.  He  has  been 
raised  mostly  on  the  farm  in  this  county  and 
is  thorouglily  identified  witli  its  growth  and 
development. 

Maurice  .D.  Pendergast  traces  his  gen- 
eology  on  his  mothcr'slule,  back  through 
seven  generations  as  follows— Maurice  D: 
Pendergast.  born  18G1 ;  Judith  Mathews 
J'endergast,  born  1828;  David  Mathews, 
born  1797;  Gideon  Matliews,  Francis  MatTi- 
ews,  Francis  Matliews,  and  Francis  Matliews. 
The  name  of  the  last  mentioned  appears  on 
record  at  Exeter,  K  !!.,  as  being  one  of  the 
signers  of  the  charter  of  that  place  early  in 
the  sixteenth  century. 

i^HARLES  A.  WOODWARD,  M.  D.,  a 
V^y  practicing  homoeo])atliic  jiii^'sician  of 
Glencoe,  came  to  that  place  August  15, 1878, 
and  opened  an  ofiice  over  A.  H.  Reed's  store, 
•where  he  remained  two  yeaVs  and  then 
moved  to  his  present  quarters  over  the  Mc- 
Leod  County  Jiank.  He  has  rapitlly  grown 
into  a  fine  i)ractice  since  liis  location  in  the 
village  and  is  adding  to  it  yearly. 
The  .subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in 


Danville,  Caledonia  county,  Vt.,  September 
3, 1853,  and  is  the  son  of  Calvin  W.  and 
Susan  {McCartv')  Woodward.  His  father  is  a 
native  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  his  mother  of 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  and  were  married  in  Wor-_ 
cester,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  until  about  1850,  when 
they  removed  toDanville.  The  elder  Doctqr 
Woodward  died  in  the  latter  city,  July  16, 
1887.  His  widow  still  makes  her  home  there. 
They  had  a  family  of  six  children,  the  four 
boys  all  following  their  father's  profession.' 
Their  names  are— Arthur  P.,  now  of  Pendle- 
ton, Oreg.;  Charles  A.,  the  subject  of  this 
memoir;  George  E.,  of  Morrisville,  Vt,  and 
Ellsworth  C,  at  Danville,  the  same  State.  The 
daughters  are  Mrs.  Jennie  V.  Solomon,  who 
makes  her  home  in  the  last  named  town, 
and  Mrs.  Wells,  who  lives  in  North  Danville. 

Charles  A.  remained  at  home  and  studied 
with  his  father  until  1876  and  succeeded  in 
grounding  himself  in  his  chosen  profession 
most  solidly.  He  then  matriculated  at  the 
Boston  university,  located  at  Boston,  Mass., 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  April, 
1878.  On  receiving  his  diploma  he  started 
for  the  great  west,  having  decided  to 
take  the  advice  of  "the. sage  of  Ohappaqua" 
and  seek  in  this  section  a  new  field  for  his 
labors.  On  his  arrival  in  Minnesota,  he 
visited  at  Cannon  Falls,  Rice  county,  with 
his  brother,  and  remained  there  all  summer. 
In  the  fall  he  came  to  Glencoe  and  estab- 
lialied  his  business  and  has  made  this  his 
home  ever  since  and  is  throughly  identified 
with  its  interests  and  welfare. 

Doctor  Woodward  and  Miss  Loui.sa  J.  Fit- 
ting pledg(knieirii7utual  faith  at  the  inais 
riage  altar  October  17,  1883.  The  lady  is  the 
daughter  of  Bernliard  and  Trudie  Fitting, 
who  were  among  the  earliest  settlei-s  of 
Minneapolis.  The  lioipe  of  the  Doctor  and 
his  estimable  wife  has  been  brightened  by 
the  advent  of  one  child,  a  daughter— Cora 
Belle,  born  May  2,1887. 


IScLEOD  COUNT 

fAMES  S.  Mccarty,  an  old  pioneer  of 
this  State,  and  a  prosperous  and  prom- 
inent agriculturist  of  the  town  of  Collins, 
living  on  section  30,  came  to  Minnesota  in 
1857,  and  located  in  Dakota  county.  He 
was  employed  at  farm  labor  tlie  most  of  the 
time  there  until  1860,  when  he  returned  to 
his  home  in  Virginia  to  visit  his  parents,  Sam- 
uel and  Phoebe  (Moore)  McOarty.  he  having 
been  born  in  the  "Old  Dominion,"  in  Pocahon- 
tas county,  November  27, 1837.  He  remained 
there  visiting  amid  the  familiar  scenes  of  his 
childhood,  where  he  had  spent  the  first  eight- 
een years  of  his  life  previous  to  going  to 
Ohio,,  whence  he  moved  to  this  State. 
While  East,  March  17,  1861,  he  Avas  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  P.  Jlatten,  a  na- 
tive of  Jackson,  Jackson  county,  Ohio,  and 
an  adopted  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Euth 
Hatten,  and  with  his  young  bride  returned 
to  Minnesota.  Eenting  a  farm  in  Dakota 
county,  they  soon  set  up  housekeeping,  and 
there  made  their  iiome  until  1866,  when  lie 
moved  to  Collins,  tiiis  county,  and  bought 
out  the  claim  to  a  homestead  that  had  been 
made  by  a  soldier  who  had  been  driven  off 
by  the  Indians  and  whose  wife  would  not 
return.  Before  he  received  his  patent  for  his 
land  his  right  was  contested  by  the  railroad, 
and  after  many  trials  and  much  expense  lie 
was  finally  successful  in  establisiiing  his  title. 
He  had  many  hardships  to  endure  in  those 
early  days  here;  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
called  on  to  put  up  with  a  great  degree  oF 
privation  and  want.  He  was  poor  at  the  . 
time,  and  there  was  but  little  to  be  had  even  if 
he  had  money,  and  as  flour  wasS20  per  ban-el 
and  scarce  at  that,  they  suffered  often  for 
that  jjrime  necessity.  lie  tells  many  inci- 
dents of  his  troubles  in  packing  shorts,  llieir 
only  substitute  for  flour,  miles  through  the 
snow  or  mud.  Tiio  first  winter  he  lived 
here  their  cabin  had  no  glass  in  the  windows, 
as  they  had  no  money  to  buy  any,  and  they 
were  compelled  to  nail  boards  across  tlie 
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openings  to  keep  out  the  wind  and  snow. 
They  managed  to  live  somehow,  but  it  was 
hard  Avork  to  keep  warm.  1}\'  constant  in- 
dustry' and  by  the  exercise  of  good  business 
tact,  however,  Mr.  McCartv^has  succeeded  in 
accumulating  a  nice  property' ;  has  a  neat 
frame  cottage,  ujul  one  of  tlie  best  jjlanted 
groves  in  the  town,  all  the  I'osult  of  his  own 
efforts. 

February  14,  1869,  Mrs.  McCarty  was 
taken  from  this  world  by  death,  leaving  three 
ohildr2n — Harry,  born  January  8,  1862,  who 
married  Miss  Olive  Rted,  and  lives  in  Ilen- 
ville  county;  Rachel,  born  December  31, 
1863,  who  died  October  8,  1879,  and  George, 
born  August  29,  1866.  On  the  6th  of  May, 
1871,  Mr.  McCarty  contracted  a  second  mat- 
rimonial alliance,  this  time  with  Miss  Melissa 
D.  Overly^  a  native  of  Jackson  county,  Ohio, 
and  daughter  of  Philip  and  Sarah  Overly. 
By-  this  union  they  have  had  five  children — 
Cora  L.,  born  October  16,  1872 ;  Leora  Ji. 
and  Zoe  A.,  twins,  born  April  5,  1875  ;  liay- 
ward,  born  September  30,  1877,  and  Victor 
A.,  born  I'ebruary  8,  1879,  aiul  died  March 
0th,  the  same  year. 

In  1862  Jtlr.  McCarty  was  living  in  the 
town  of  Waterford,  Dakota  county,  !Minn., 
at  the  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak.  The  In- 
dians being  reporte<l  near  at  hand,  his  family 
became  so  alarmed  that  they  all  left  home 
and  wont  to  a  neighbor's,  about  live  miles 
distant,  so  as  to  be  banded  together  for  mu- 
tual pi'otection.  They  wore  only  absent  from 
tiieir  residence  three  ilays,  but  during  that 
time  the  house  was  broken  open  and  all  of 
their  household  goods  and  provisions  were 
stolen, 

 *>-'}g^>-<*>-— 

'^m^HOMAS  T.  SARGENT,  who  is  engaged 
yly    in  carrying-  on  the  real  estate  business 
in  the  village  of  Hutchinson,  is  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  that  [)lace.    Ho  is  a  native 
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of  Wood  county,  W.  Va.,  born  near  rarkers- 
burg,  August  23,  1828,  and'  is  the  son  of 
Henry  E.  and  Mary  E.  (Steele)  Sargent. 
His  fatlier,  wlio  was  also  a  native  of  tliat 
State,  was  a  soldier  in  the  "War  of  1812,  and 
owned  a  farm  near  Parkersburg,  wJiero  he 
spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  life,  and  died 
at  the  ago  of  eighty-two  years,  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  thcsighth 
son  in  a  family  of  eleven  children,  and  re- 
mained at  home  on  the  farm  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  twentieth  yeax-.  Leaving  home  he 
cGUjinonced  stcamboating  on  the  Ohio  river, 
and  continued  in  tliat  employment  for  some 
fifteen  years.  •  In  April,  1804,  he  started  for 
Minnesota,  and  after  spending  a  few  months 
in  St.  Paul,  came  Avestward  in  search  of  a 
location  to  suit  liim.  lie  found  what  he 
wanted  in  this  county,  and  took  upaclnim  in 
the  town  of  IJutchinson,  and  in  its  improve- 
ment spent  some  five  years.  Selling  a  part 
of  the  farm,  lie  then  moved  to  the  village  of 
Hutchinson,  -where  ho  has  since  made  his 
home. 

In  November,  18Y3,  Mr.  Sargent  was 
elected  judge  of  the  probate  court  of  the 
county,and  being  re  elected  in  18T5,  hold  tliat 
oHioe  for  four  years.  The  lirst  of  the  year 
1878  ho  became  postmaster  of  llntchiiison, 
and  lillod  that  position  most  satisfactorily 
nntil  April,  1880.  It  is  said  of  him  that 
wliile  he  held  this  oflico,  not  a  mail  was 
received,  made  up,  or  a  money  order  made 
u])  but  what  he  was  there  to  give  it  his  per- 
sonal attention,  and  that  with  the  exception 
of  Sunilay,  he  was  never  oif  the  town  site 
during  the  eight  vears.  In  1880  ho  formed 
a' partnenship  with  L.  P.  Harrington,  for 
the  transaction  of  real  estate  business,  and 
continues  in- that  line  to  the  present  time. 
He  has  always  tako'i  a  deep  interest  in 
the  affairs- of  the  town  and  township,  and 
has  repeatedly  been  honored  by  the  bestowal 
upon  him  of  the  various-local  oliices.   He  is 


a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having 
joined  the  orderatOatlettsburg,Ky.,in  1856, 
and  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  and'his  family 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  are  zealous  Christian  pe  )ple. 

In  all  educational  matters  Mr.  Sargent 
takes  an  active  and  prominent  part,  "and  has 
served  on  the  school  board  at  different  times 
and  is  a,  member  of  that  body  at  the  present 
writing.  He -was  united  in  marriage  at 
Louisa,  Ky.,  in  February,  1854,  with  Miss 
Eachel  A.  M  vers,  and  tliQy  have  a  family  of 
three  children  living— Jettie,  Marv  and  Lulu. 
One  son,  Henry  W.,  died  at  the  age  of  six 
years. 


^pHEODORE  BIEHOFER,  of  Glencoe 
yt?  township,  where  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing operations  for  years,  is  a  native  of  the 
grand  duchy  of  Eaden,  C4ermany,  and  first 
saw  the  light  August  28, 1811.  His  parents, 
Jacob  and  Catherine  (Eiehofer)  Pi  eh  of  or, 
were  also  born  in  that  beautiful  and  pictur- 
esque portion  of  the  fatherland,  and  gave 
their  son  the  advantages  of  a  good  common 
school  education.  In  search  of  the  fortune 
denied  him  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  Theodore 
embarked.  May  1, 1832,  for  the  New  World, 
and  after  being  at  sea  some  seven  weeks, 
landed  at  New  Yoi-k.  He  at  once  went  to 
Pulfalo,  in  that  State,  and  there  made  his 
residence  for  ten  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  for 
two"  years  made  his  liome  there.  Going  to 
Carver  county  ho  was  there  engaged  jn 
agricultural  pursuits  at  the  time  of  the  Indian 
outbreak,  lie  and  others  were  about  to 
commence  threshing  when  they  heard  the 
news,  and  dropping  work,  they  all  went  to 
Young  America  to  see  a  bout  it.  They  learned 
that  there  were  no  Indians  at  Glencoe,  and 
that  the  soldiers  had  gone  west  to  meet  the 
savages  and  so  they  returned  to  their  labora 
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In  1863  he  came  to  this  county  and  settled 
on  a  tract  of  eighty  acres  on  section  8,  to 
which  he  lias  added,  from  time  to  time,  until 
he  had  some  140  acres  of  Jine  land,  which  he 
gave  to  his  son,  Davitl,  with  whom  he  now 
lives. 

Mr.  Biehofer  was  married  October  15, 
1846,  to  Miss  Catherine  Bowman,  a  native  of 
Germany  and  the  daughter  of  Morten  Bow- 
man, and  by  tliis  union  had  a  family  of  ten 
children,  who  bear  the  following  names — 
Helen,  John,  Catlierine,  Cliarles,  Theodore, 
Josephine,  Francis,  David,  Edward  and 
Henry.  The  two  last  were  twins,  who  died 
in  Carver  county.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Catholio  oliurch  anil  in 
politics  he  is  a  republican, 

David  Biehofkr,  the  son  of  Theodore 
Biehofer,  who  now  owns  the  family  home- 
8lead,*was  born  upon  the  place  where  he 
■now  lives,  Se[)tember  7, 1807,  and  has  resided 
there  all  his  life.  He  Avas  educated  in  the 
schools  of  this  county,  and  is  a  young  'man 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  He  is  in 
politics  a  democrat,  and  takes  considerable 
interest  in  all  local  affairs.  The  improve- 
ments upon  the  place  are  of  an  excellent 
character,' and  the  whole  farm  shows  by  its 
hifi-h  state  of  culture  that  its  owner  and 
operator  thoroughly  understands  the  busi- 
ness. 

-^m^HOMAS  C.  ARNOLD,  of  the  town  of 
•Jll/  Sumter,  came  to  MoLeod  county  in 
October,  1806,  and  took  a  homestead  on  sec- 
tion 4,  where  he  lived  for  thirteen  3'ears  and 
then  moved  to  an  eighty-acre  tract  wiiich 
he  had  taken  as  an  additional  homestead  (ju 
section  83,  upon  which  he  now  resides  anil 
carries  on  farming.  In  addition  to  his  other 
business,  he  has  built  some  forty-eight  pile 
wagon  bridges  in  this  and  the  counties  of 
Eenville  and  Sibley. 


Mr.  Arnold  was  born  in  Dumnierston, 
Windham  county,  Vt.,  July  23,  1820,  and  is 
the  son  of  Thomas  and  Emily  (Bulterlield') 
Arnold.  His  parents  were  also  natives  of 
the  "  Green  Mountain  Stali^j"  and  came  to 
Sheboygan  county,  "Wis.,  in  1848  and  settled 
in  the  town  of  Plymouth.  In  that  place 
the  father  died  l^fay  10,  1854,  and  the 
mother,  in  December,  ISGl.  The  former 
was  a  carpenter  and  bridge  builder  aiid  a 
Universalist  in  his  religious  belief,  and  the 
mother  was  a  Methodist.  The  brothers  and 
sisters  of  our  subject,  seven  in  number,  bore 
the  following  names— George  F.,  Ellen, 
Charles  H.,  John  W.,  Jeruslia  S.,  Emily, 
Jaeniiette  and  James  AV. 

The  subject  of  this  history  was  roared  and 
educated  .in  the  schools  in  his  native  village, 
and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  engaged  in  a  saw- 
mill and  in  carpentering  with  his  fathei'  and 
followed  that  '  trade  in  Wisconsin  after 
coming  West  until  August  21,  1802,  when 
he  enlisted  in  Company  J],  Twenty  seventh 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  with  that  galhint 
regiment  participated  in  the  siege  of  Yicks- 
burg,  the  battle  of  Jenkins  Kerry,  Prairie  1). 
Ann,  the  lied  lliver  expedition  and  the  capt- 
ui'e  of  Spanish  Fort  and  iMobile.  Ho  was 
discharged  September  28,  1805,  at  BroAvns- 
ville,  Te.v.  lie  returned  to  his  home  in  the 
"Badger  State,"  where  he  remained  until 
1800,  when  he  came  to  ]\rcLeod  county,  Minn. 

Wv.  Arnohj  was  married  September  20, 
1850,  to  Miss  Sarah  S.  Ciiase^  tlie  daughter 
of  Leonard  and  ,Iano  (Dell)  Chase,  and 
a  native  of  New  York  State.  Her  parents 
were  I'rom  New  Jersey  and  New  York 
re.si)eclively,  ai\d  nune  to  this  county  in 
180(>  an<l  here  died,  tiie  father  in  ^lartli, 
1SS;3,  and  the  mother  in  iMay,  1884.  They 
were  members  of  the  wSoi'icty  of  Friends,  and 
had  a  family  of  live  eli  lilren  -  William  1)  , 
C)harity  Jtf.,  Saraii  S.,  (iulieliuii  and  Mary  A. 
]i[rs.  Arnold  received  her  education  in 
Wayne  county,  N.  Y. 
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Ey  their  union  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ArnolcV  have 
had  a  family  of  ten  cliildren,  as  folloivs— 
Millard  W.,  who  was  born  August  4,  1851, 
married  Miss  Alice  Patterson,  and  is  now  an 
engineer  at  Brownton  ;  William,  born  April 
1,  1853,  a  carjienter  and  bridge-builder  in 
Todd   county,  who   jnarried  Miss  Katie 
Biikei- ;  Albert,  boiui  April  12,  1855,  married 
Miss  Annie  M. J.eo,  and  lives  in  Minneapolis; 
Janott,  born  May  4,  1857,  the  wife  of  "W.  S. 
Taidor,  of  Garfield  county,  Colo.;  Clara,  bbrn 
December  30, 1859,  now  Mrs.  James  A.  Kerr, 
of  Milbank,  Dale;  Laura,  born  January 
22,  1866,  is  a  teacher  of  high  reputation; 
Cora,  born  July  24,  1868,  also  a  teacher; 
James,  born  May  13,  1870;  Celia,  born 
March  26,  1873 ;  and  Isabella,  born  June  4, 
1859  and  died  September  6,  1860.    For  the 
ten  yeare  from  1868  to  1878  Mr.,Arnold  hold 
the  oIKce  of  chairman  of  the  town  board  in 
Penn  township,  and  from  1880  ,to  1887  he 
occupied  the  same  position  in  Sumter.  In 
1871  ho  was  elected  county  commissioner 
and  held  that  office  for  two  years,  and  again 
in  1882  commenced  .anotlier  term  of  thi-ee 
yeai's.    lie  is  one  of  tlie  leading  citizens  in 
the  portion  of  the  county  in  which  he  lives. 

RANCIS  XAVIER  KOHLER.  the  present 
JP>^  sheriff  of  McLeod  county,  was  boi-n  in 
Heimepin  county,  Minn.,  April  5,  1857,  and 
is  the  son  of  Sebastian  and  Hannah  (Eow- 
mastei-)  Kohler.  Ills  father  was  boriTln 
Jiadon,  Germany,  January  -19,  1832,  and 
came  to  Amei-ica  in  185u,  landing  at  Boston, 
Mass.,  where  he  learned  the  harness  nialcing 
trade  and  lived  until  1854.  Ho  tiicn  oame 
West,  landing  at  St.  Paul,  this  State,  May  1st, 
of  that  year,  where  for  a  year  or  two  ho 
Avoi'lced  at  his  trade.  While  there  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Hannah  Bowmastyr.  who 
was  born  in  Baden,  January  20, 1839,  and 


wlio  had  been  brought  to  this  country  by  her 
parents  when  she  was  but  eighteen  months 
old,  and  was  reared  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  from  there  came  to  Minnesota  in  1854, 
After  tiieir  marriage  they  removed  to  the 
pre-emption  claim  Mr.  Kohler  had  made  in 
the  heavy  timber  of  IIenne])in  county,  and 
there  the  subject  of  our  sketch  was' born. 
They  resided  there  for  ten  years,  and  then 
the  fa;nily  removed  to  Carver  county,  wiiere 
the  parents  of  Sheriff  Kohler  now  reside, 
Sebastian  Kohler  had  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren—Francis X.,  Anthony  (deceased),  Dena, 
Albert,  Christian,  Emma,  Sebastian  B.  and 
Delorus. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his 
schooling  in  the  county  of  his  birth,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  harness-making  at  home 
with  his  father.    At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself,  an<l  followed 
that  line  of  business  in  Litchfield,  Minne- 
apolis, St.  Paul  and  Glencoe  until  he  was  of 
age.   On  attaining  his  majority  he  rented  a 
farm  in  Carver  county,  and  followed  agri- 
culture for  a  year.  October  29, 1879,  lie  and 
Miss  Lena  Brandt,  of  Glencoe,  were  united 
in  marriage,  and  removed  to  Swift  county, 
this  State,  where  he  opened,  a  harness  shop 
and  also  dealt  in  agricultural  implements. 
He  carried  on  this  business  until  1883,  but 
in  the  fall  of  that  year  came  to  Glencoe,  and 
took  up  the  iiisurance  business.    He  became 
dejmty  clerk  of  the  court,  and  remained  in 
that  position  until  the  fall  of  1884,  when  he 
was  elected  to  the  oilice  of  sheriff.   He  was 
re-elected  to  the  same  official  position  in  1886, 
and  is  the  present  incum])ent.   He  is  also  en- 
gaged in  carrying  on  the  agricultural  imple- 
ment trade  at  the  same  time,  and  is  meeting 
witii  success.   In  his  political  views  he  coin- 
cides with  the  democratic  party,  and  cast  his 
first  ballot  for  W.  S.  Ha-ncock.  in  1880.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  has 
held  various  offices  in  both  the  Blue  Lodge 
and  Chapter. 
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BIDERICH  BERGMAN,  a  member  of  j 
the  general  mercliandise  iirm  of  Ilene- 
man  &  Bergman,  of  the  village  of  Plato,  and 
one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  community,  is 
a  native  of  Prussian  Germany,  and  first  saw 
the  light  April  24,  1858.  He  was  brought 
to  tlie  United  States  by  liis  parents,  Henry 
and  Gertrude  Eertrman.  in  1861,  when  he 
was  but  three  years  of  age.  The  family 
landed  at  New  Yoi-k,  but  made  no  stay  in 
that  great  city.  They  were  bound  for  the 
West  and  came  directly  to  this  State,  and  on 
their  arrival  in  Carver  county,  the  fatlier 
purchased  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Benton,  of 
160  acres,  and  commenced  its  tillage. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  remained  at 
home  upon  the  paternal  estate,  spending  liis 
tiiTie  in  acquiring  a  good  education  and  assist- 
ing his  father  in  the  labors  upon  the  farm 
until  he  reached  the  years  of  one-and-twenty. 
On  attaining  his  majority  he  went  to  Nobles 
county,  this  State,  and  located  on  a  home- 
stead on  which  he  filed  his  claim.  Three 
3'ears  of  liis  life  were  passed  upon  his  place, 
and  then,  trading  farms  with  his  father,  he 
returned  to  Carver  county,  and  for  two 
seasons  tilled  tlie  soil  of  the  old  homestead. 
In  the  spring  of  1884  he  came  to  the  village 
of  Plato  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
rr.  J.  Heneman  in  the  sale  of  general  mer- 
chandise, and  still  carries  on  the  business. 
Their  stock,  which  is  full  and  .goniplete,  is 
well  selected,  and  will  invoice  over  $5,000. 

Mr.  Bergman  was  married  May  4, 18T9,  to 
Miss  Emma  Bernfield,  a  native  of  Waconia,' 
Carver  county,  Minn.,  and  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Anna  Bernfield.  The  issue  of  this 
union  has  been  three  children — Bertha,  Ger- 
trude and  William.  In  his  politics  our  sub- 
ject is  entirely  independent  of  party  lines. 
IJe  belongs  to  the  German  Reformed  church, 
and  is  an  honorable,  upright.  Christian  gen- 
tleman and  a  business  man  of  ability.  The 
firm  of  which  he  is  a  member  has  won  for 
itself  an  enviable  record  for  sterling  integ- 
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rity  and  fair  dealing  that  is  rapidly  gaining 
them  friends. 

^AMUEL  WILBUR  WHITE,  a  prominent 
■^^3)  and  prosperous  fai'mer  of  ]}ergen 
township,  is  an  early  settlei-  of  the  county. 
He  was  born  in  Tyngsboi-o,  Mass.,  in  1837, 
ami  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Laura  (Byani) 
White.  When  lie  was  but 'four  and  a  half 
years  old  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  tliere  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
Ilis  years  were  spent  in  assisting  his  father 
in  the  necessary  labors  011  the  parental  farm, 
Ilis  parents  removed  to  Minnesota  in  lS(i(i, 
arriving  here  on  the  27tli  of  June,  and  lie 
came  with  them.  They  settled  at  Lake 
Addie,  now  Brownton,  where  they  all  lived 
at  the  time  of  the  Iniliaii  outbreak,  in  the 
summer  of  1862.  In  company  with  otliei-s, 
one  of  whom  was  a  preacher,  our  subject 
rode  to  Forest  City  on  hoi-seback,  as  guard 
to  George  C.  Wliitcondi.  the  treasurer  of 
Meeker  county,  who  was  returning  to  his 
home  from  St.  Paul.  On  his  arrival  there 
he  joined  the  company  of  home  guards  raised 
there  and  served  with  tliem  until  after  the 
attack  on  the  stockade  at  that  village.  Com- 
ing to  Hutchinson  with  the  men  wounded 
at  that  time,  ho  there  learned  of  the  massacre 
of  his  family  while  in  the  seminary.  He  then 
enlisted  in  the  Third  Minnesota  Battery, 
commanded  by  Captain  Jones,  and  was 
mustered  in  in  March,  i8G3.  He.  served 
throughout  theentii-e  campaign  in  the  North- 
west against  the  savages,  and  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service  in  February,  1866,  at  Fort 
Snelling. 

Eeturningto  this  county,  he  was  employed 
for  ten  years  in  the  American  Hotel  at  Glen- 
coe.  In  1882  he'  was  united  in  marriage 
with  ]\riss  Joanna  C.  Johnson.  Ho  then 
turned  his  attention  to  agriculture,  and 
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rented  a  farm  on  wliicii  to  carry  on  liis  labors. 
For  several  years  lie  continued  to  lease  land, 
but  in  lS8i  lie  purchased  his  ])rescnt  farm, 
oh  section  IS,  !Hergen  townsiii)),  wliicli  con- 
tains some  sixtv-fivo  acres.  On  tliis  lie  has 
made  his  home  ever  since. 

l[rs.  White,  wlio  is  a  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Anna  0.  (Niclson)  Joiiannii,  is  thn  moliiev 
of  tiiree  children  —  Laura  Soph  in.  horn  March 
30, 1883,  and  died  August  27.  :  k  ;\Vi]liam 
Cornelius,  born  "JDirch  L(i.  1,s,-;(5,  iiiui  (■liirence 
Julius  Oscar,  born  August  U',  1S8T.  Mr. 
Wliite  is  a  rcpxiblican  jn  politics,  lie  and 
his  wife  are  menihers  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

-^«-f^}^'-*  

AMES  A.  WILSON,  one  of  the  ])rominent 
ami  entei'|)rising  farmers  of  Ilutcliinson 
township,  is  a  native  Minnesotian,  born  in 
Scott  countj',  September  9,  1855,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Eiiza  (Adair)  Wilson,  natives 
of  tlie  North  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  respect- 
ively. His  father,  a  fine  specimen  of  that 
noble  race,  the  Scotch-Irish,  a  people  of 
excellent  liabits  and  irreproachable  morals, 
C£\,me  t9  the  United  States  in  1852  and 
settled  at  Galena,  Jo  Daviess  county,  111., 
where  he  lived  some  two  years.  From  there 
lie  removed  to  Scott  county,  this  State,'  and 
in  1871  to  McLeod  county.  On  coming 
here,  he  purchased  a  farm  on  section  18, 
wiiere  he  died  Decembei'  18,  1879. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  I'eared  in 
the  county  of  his  birth  and  received  the 
elements  of  an  excellent  education  in  its 
schools.  lie  came  with  his  parents  to  this 
county  and  here  lived  with  them  until  he 
was  nineteen  years  of  age,  at  whioii  time 
1)0  went  to  Pierce  county,  Wis.,  and  for 
four  years  operated  a  threshing  machine. 
From  there  ho  returned  to  •  Scott  county, 
tins  State,  and  was  engaged  in  teaming  for 
the  lime  kiln  for  over  a  year,  and  -then  came 
back  to  his  home  and  has  since  made  his 


homo  here.  At  the  time  of  his  father's 
death  the  estate  was  divided  by  the  sale  of 
the  real  property  and  James  purchased' it, 
and  has  lived  on  it  and  tilled  the  soil  from 
that  time  to  this.  He  is  also  engaged  in 
running  a  threshing  machine  in  the  proper 
season. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  married  to  Miss  Alice 
JVIay  Wilson  November  25,  1-79,  iuid  they 
are  the  happy  parents  of  four  children- 
Amanda  E.,  Minnie  E.;  Oscar  G-.  and  Arthur 
V.  Tlie  Congregational  church  has  their 
preference,  and  our  subject  always  votes  the 
republican  ticket. 

WILLIAM  HINRICHS.  the  proprietor 
of  the  Glencoe  House,  in  the  village 
of  tiiat  name,  is  a  native  of  the  German  Em- 
pire.   He  was  born  in  Hanover,  April  19, 
1854,  and  is  'Ivi  son  of  Henry  and  Maggie 
Hinrichs,  who  were  both  natives  of  the  same 
country.    He  was  reared  and  educated  amid 
the  beautiful  and  picturesque  sCenery  of  the 
Fatherland,  and  there  made  his  home  until  he 
had  attained  his  twenty-tiiird  year,  when  he 
determined  to  seek  in  the  Ifew  World  the 
chance  to  rise,  in  a  financial  sense,  denied 
him  in  tiie  land  of  his  birth.  ,  Taking  passage 
in  a  steamer  from  the  port  of  Bremen,  he 
crossed  the  stormy  Atlantic,  in  February, 
and  landed  in  New  York.    While  in  the  lat- 
ter city  he  liad  his  pocket-book  stolen  from 
him  containing  all  his  money,  some  $90, and 
the  address  of  an  uncle  in  Minnesota,  whom 
he  was  going  to  see.    The  poor  young  man 
kne  w  not  what  to  do — a  stranger  in  a  strange ' 
land  without'money  or  friends.   The  cook 
on  the  steamer,  a  countryman,  however, 
kindly  loaned  him  $34  to  get  him  to  Minne-; 
apolis,  and  on  his  arrival  in  that  city  he  fell 
in  with  the  editor  of  the  Pio7ieer  Press,  viho 
advertised  for  the  aforesaid  uncle,  and  a  few 
days  later  he  heard  from  the  relative,  and 
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came -to  this  county;,  where  tlie  latter  \yas 
living.  '  *  - 

On  Ills  arrival,  our  subject  hired  out  to  do 
farm  worlc,  and  at  the  same  time  bouglit  120 
acres  of  wild  land.  During  that  season  he 
broke  up'  some  forty  acres  on  Ills  place  and 
j;he  next  year  put  irp  a  log  cabin  and  began 
the  cultivation  of.  the  soil.  He  remained 
there  until  1885,  when  he  traded  the  farhl  for 
the  original  Glencoe  House,  one  of  the  lii-st 
hotels  erected  in  the  village,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  rebuilt  it  at  an  expense  of  $3,300. 
He  was  married  July  19,  ISSO,  to  Miss 
Eerbha  Reckow,  and  they,  have  a  family  of 
three  children— Ida,  Freddie  and  "Willie. 


ELS  ^ALGREN,  one  of  the  leading 
J^©^  Scandinavian  farmei-s  of  the  town  of 
Lynn,  is  the  son  of  Pehr  and  Christine 
(Nelson)  Algren  and  was  born  in  Horby, 
Sweden,  Ootofcer  l,  184i.  He  grew  up 
beneath  tiie  roof  of  the  farm  house  of  his 
parents  and  received  the  education  that  is 
the  rlgiit  of  every  Swedish,  youth.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of 
blacksmith  and  followed  that  trade  in  that 
Northeri}  land  until  1868.  Being  deter- 
mined to  seek  in  the  free  America  the  fortune 
that  eluded  him  in  the  country  of  his  birth, 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  that 
year  and  came  straight  through  to  Minnesota. 
After  a  brief  stay  in  St.  Paul,  he  wont  to 
'  Le  Sueur,  and  there  for  five  yeare  plied  his 
.;  trade.  While  a  resident  of  that  village 
he  wedded  Miss  Mary  Olson,  the  daughter 
of  Ole  and  Mary  Olson,  who  was  born  in 
Skjold,-  Denmark,  March  7,  1S17,  and  had 
come  to  this  country  and  lived  in  the  town 
■of  Lynn.  After  his  marriage  our  subject 
took  a  homestead  of  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  32  in  Lynn  and  commenced  its 
improvement.    He  has  now  a  fine  frame 


house,  good  barn,  granary  and  other  out- 
buildings and  IGO  acres  of  excellent  land, 
well  stocked.  He  landed  in  St.  Paul  with 
but  §10  in  liis  possession,  but  by  industry 
and  economy  lie  has  accumulated  a  nice 
property,  and  is  in  excellent  sluqie  financially, 
lie  had  the  usual  experience  in  the  grass- 
hopper, years,  but  he  soon  recovered  from  the 
embarrassments  of  those  times. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Algi'en  are  the  parents  of 
sixcliildren,  as  follows — ^l^lary,  born  Febru- 
ary LTt,  1>7).  and  died  September  ... 
Anna,  born  Apr'l  fv  y-T"*;  Sluria,  born  .!•: 
uary  20,  I'leva,  born  July  18,  I.-  _, 

and  died  l^c.bruarv  •  ,  .•.luod,  boru 
Nov('ivd>'  ■•  I'l,;  ..In!  Earnest,  born  July 
29,  ISRd,  and  died  September  22, 1880.  The 
fanuly  are  members  of  the  Swedish  Lutheran 
church.  In  politics  Mr.  Algren  is  a  repub- 
lican, and  has  held  the  offices  of  constable, 
road  overseer,  school  director  and  cleric  of 
the  school  board. 


T^ENJAMIN  ROSS,  a  sturdy  represonta- 
tive  of  the  sterling  yeomanrj'^of 
Albion  that  have  made  her  that  Empire  that 
she  is,  is  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Hutchinson, 
living  on  section  19,  in  the  north  half  of  that 
subdivision.  He  was  born  in  iManchestei", 
England.  A[)r;i  Ji\  aiul  is  the  son-of 

Samuel  and  Ann  (Eyre)  Eoss.  In  1848  the 
family  left  their  native  land  and  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  after  a  short  stay  in  New 
York,  settled  in  Chicago,  111.,  where  they 
remained  until  l^.'it!.  Coming  to  ^Minnesota, 
the  father  took  a  claim  in  McLeod  county, 
and  erecting  a  log  cabin,  early  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  left  his  three  sons,  Benjamin, 
Charles  and  Edwin,  in  it,  and  worked  at  his 
trade  of  carpentering.  In  the  winter  months 
he  would  return  here  and  thus,  for  several 
seasons,  he  held  the  claim.    Taking  up  his 
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residence  here  tlie  family  resided  on  the  farm, 
until  the  Indian  outbrealj  in  1862,  when  they 
removed  to  Hutchinson,  for  safety.  The 
morning  of  the  attaclc  on  that  village  our 
subject,  his  father,  and  Messrs.  Fallon  and 
Gosnell  went  out  to  the  farm  of  Samuel 
Eoss  to  look  after  the  stock,  and  after  they 
had  been  there  a  sliort  time  heard  tlie  iiring 
and  saw  the  smoke  from  the  burning  build- 
ings. They  at  once  retraced  their  steps, 
but  on  nearing  the  .village  saw  a  number  of 
their  savage  foes  sitting  on  a  fence  watching 
the  stockatle.  They  retreated  undiscovered 
and  made  a  bee-line  for  Watertown  and  Car- 
ver. Arriving  at  tlie  latter  place,  they  found 
that  a  part  of  the  Third  Regiment  had  left 
there  for  the  scene  of  hostilities  the  same  day, 
so  they  started  and  overtook  them  on  the  road. 

After  their  safe  arrival  at  Hutchinson  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  went  to  St.  Paul  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Government  as 
dispatch  bearer,  and  continued  in  that  posi- 
tion for  some  three  j'ears.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time  he  returned  to  this  county  and 
settled  upon  the  farm,  where  he  remained 
until  April,  1871,  when  he  visited  the  land 
of  his  birth,  remaining  there  until  December, 
1873,  when  he  was  called  home  by  the  death 
of  his  mother  and  the  sudden  illness  of  his 
father.  Here  his  father  died' June  29,  1883, 
one  of  the  county's  most  respected  and 
esteemed  citizens. 

Benjamin  Ross  and  Miss  Minnie  Perry 
were  united  in  marriage,  September  14, 1875, 
but  the  lady  only  lived  until  August  17, 1876, 
when  she  was  called  away  by  death,  leaving 
one  child,  Minnie  A.  After  the  death  of  his 
wife  Mr.  Ross  sold  the  old  homestead  and 
moved  into  Hutchinson,  and  two  years  later 
purchiised  the  place  where  he  now  lives. 
Ajiril  1,  1880,  Mr.  Ross  was  again  married, 
this  time  to  Miss  Emergene  Strong,  who 
became  the  mother  of  one  child  that  died  in 
infancy.  Our  subject  has  a  very  fine  place 
of  some  227  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  his 


improvements  are  of  a  superior  character. 
In  his  politics  he  is  entirely  independent  of 
party  lines,  voting  for  the  best  men  and  the 
best  measures. 

J^ERNHARD  SOICE,  a  prominent  and 
JE)  prosperous  farmer  of  the  town  of 
Glencoe,  has  his  home  on  section  10,  where 
he  has  lived  since  1876.  His  birth-place 
was  the  sunny  land  of  Baden,  Germany,  and 
he  first  saw  the  light  April  10,  1825.  His 
parents,  "Wilhehn  and  itachel  (Brigmann). 
were  natives  of  that  portion  of  the  Father- 
land, and  came  to  this  country  in  1836, 
bringing  him  with  them.  •  The  family  set- 
tled in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  where  the  father 
was  engaged  in  farming  on  a  small  scale 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  January, 

•1844:. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  called  upon 
to  work  out  at  an  early  age,  on  account  of 
the  ill  health  of  the  father,,  and  from  the 
time  he  was  fourteen  -years  old  he  contrib- 
uted to  the  support  of  the  family  prior  to 
his  marriage.  He  enlisted  as  a  volunteer  in 
the  late  Mexican  War  ai-the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  two  years  prior  to  his  marriage. 
This-  latter  happy  event  .took  place  Nov- 
ember 30,  1849,  at  Avhich  time  he  led  to 
the  nuptial  altar  Miss  Dorothy  Manuel,  the 
daugliter  of  Daniel  and'  Catherine  (Rem- 
.mele)  Manuel,  and  who  was  born  August  3, 
1831.  The  same  year  he  and  his  young 
wife  moved  to  ^arshall  county,  Ind.,  where 
he  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers,  and 
purchased  a  farm.  lie  remaineil  in  that 
locality'  until  1856,  when,  on  account  of  the 
ill  health  of  his  children,  he  removed  to 
Minnesota  and  bought  forty,  acres  of  land 
within  a  mile  of  Cliaska  and  commenced  its 
clearing  and  improvement.  To  this  he 
added  from  time  to  time  until  he  had  a  fine 
farm  of  120  acres. 


McLEOD  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


623 


During  the  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak 
in  1862,  he  and, his  team  were  pressed  into 
the  service  to  carry  provisions,  etc.,  to  the 
forts  and  columns  of  troops,  and  ho  thus 
had  the  finest  span  of  liorees  in  Carver 
county  ruined.  He  was  engaged  in  govern- 
ment transportation  work  all  that  fall,  hut 
growiiig  tired  of  it,  he  and  some  sixteen 
others  started  for  home.;  During  tlie  period 
of  his  service  he  was  one  of  the  parties  that 
was  sent  to  bury  the  dead  at  J3ii'ch  Cooley, 
and  to  find  the  wounded  and  save  otlier 
citizens,  and  was  also  at  Mankato  at  the 
time  of  tiie  hanging  of  the  Indians. 

Ml'.  Soice  has  four  chiklren  living — John, 
born  in  Indiana  in  1851,  now  engaged  at 
farming  in  Ohaska;  Katie,  born  in  Indiana 
in  1857;  married  John'  Grimm,  a  farmer  near 
Glencoe;  Caroline,  born  at  Ohaska  July  7, 
1863,  married  Frank  Brajidt  and  now  in 
Tacoma,  W.  T.,  engaged  in  millinery  busi- 
ness, and  Willie,  bom  at  Cliaska  October  17, 
18ti9,  now  at  home  assisting  his  father  in 
carrying  on  the  farm. 

Mr.  Soice  lives  witliin  two  miles  of  Glen- 
coe on  the  Glencoe  and  Ilutchinson  roiid  on 
his  farm  of  202  acres,  which  is  one  of  the 
finest  improved  farms  in  the  county,  lie 
.  not  only  raises  grain,  hut  also  fruit  and 
stock.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
German  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  in 
Glencoe,  iind  is  highly  respected  in  tiie  com- 
munity in  which  lie  lives. 

■   ■ »  ■i^^'-'fr-  

WILLIAM  P.  NEWCOMB.  one  of  the 
"  brave  boys  in  blue  "  that  are  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil  in  the  town  of  Sum- 
ter, has  his  pleasant  home  on  section  23, 
where  he  has  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
valuable  farms  in  the  town.  lie  has  some ' 
500  acres  of  very  fine  land,  and  carries  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising. 


Mr.  ]S[ewcomb  traces  his  lineage  back 
tiirougli  one  of  the  most  distinguished  colo- 
nial families,  his  mother  being  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Governor  Bradfoi-d,  who  came 
to  this  country  in  the  famous  "MayHower." 

Our  subject  Avas  born  in  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  April  17,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Ellezanna  Q3radford)  Newcouib,  natives 
of  2S''ew  Jersey  and  Ohio,  respectively.  His 
father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  died  in 
18-10,  when  our  subject  was  yct>a  child.  The 
mother  is  still  living.  The  parents  had  a 
family  of  seven  children,  of  whom  William 
Avas  the  youngest.  The  latter  came  to 
McLeod  count}-^,  Minn.,  in  1858,  when  ho  was 
but  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  located  in 
Sumter  township.  Two  years  later  he  left 
here  and  went  to  Vicksburg,  ]\[iss.,  and  was 
there  three  months,  chojjping  cordwood. 
l^'rom  there  ho  went  to  La  Salle  county,  111., 
and  while  there,  August  9,  1802,  enlisted  in 
Company  T),  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Illi- 
nois Iiifanti'v,  and  participated  in  some  nine 
pitched  l)attlcs  and  numerous  skirmishes. 
The  cngagomonts  were  those  at  Jlailsvillc, 
Elk  liiver,  Fi'anklin,  Jjailey's  Cross  Roads, 
Pigeon  Mountain,  Chickamauga,  Lookout 
Mountain,  Kesaca,  Xencsaw  ^Mountain  and 
Buzzai'd's  lioost.  He  was  wounded  in  the 
shonldei'  at  Xencsaw,  ;ind  sjient  some  six  or 
eight  months  in  the  hospitals.  He  Wiis  mus- 
tered out  and  discharged  at  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
July  10,  1805,  and  returned  to  the  walks  of 
peace.  Tiie  same  year  he  ciime  to  ]\[cLeod 
'county  and  settled  where  he  now  lives.  All 
the  improvements  upon  his  place  are  due  to 
his  energy  and  industry,  as  this  was  in  a 
state  of  nature  when  he  located  on  it. 

Mr.  ^ewcomb_  was  united  in  marriage, 
January  17,  1874,  with  Miss  Jennie  Wanno- 
niakcr,  who  was  born  in  Grant  county,  AVis., 
j\[ay  10,  1S53,  and  is  tiie  ilaughtcr  of  Samuel 
and  Maria  (Hill)  Wannciuaker.  Her])arents 
are  natives  of  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and 
England,  respectively,  and  are  living  in  AVis- 
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consin,  on  a  farm.  She  is  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  five  children,  and  received  a  most 
excellent  education  in  the  schools  of  Craw- 
ford county,  Wis..,  and  in  the  high  school  at 
Boscobel,  in  that  State.  She  is  the  mother 
of  four  children,  as  follows  —  Emery  L., 
Pearl  E.,  Wesley  and  Myrle.  Mr.  kew- 
comb  is  a  republican  in  his  political  faith, 
and  a  warm  supporter  of  that  party,  lie  is 
a  member  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

^r^iS5Sj2?Q^^  » — 

MENRY  WADSWORTH,  the  leading 
dealer  in  heavy  and  shelf  hardware, 
farm  implements,  paper,  lime,  brick,  sasii, 
doors,  etc.,  and  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
merchants  in  tlie  village  of  Glencoo,  is  a 
native  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  a  repi'esont- 
ativo  of  one  of  the  old  Puritan  families  of 
New  England.  His  parents,  Henry  S.  and 
Louisa  (Hubbard)  Wadswortli,  were  the  de- 
scendants of  progenitors  who  came  to  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  1632,  and  tlie 
following  year  removed  with  Mr.  Hooker  to 
the  Connecticut  Valley  and  there  helped 
found  a  colony  that  was  the  first  in  that 
lovely  spot. 

One  of  the  historical  characters  wlio  were 
among  the  ancestors  of  tlie  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  the  Colonel  Wadswortli  who  hid 
the  charter  of  the  Connecticut  colony  in  the 
tree  known  afterward  as  the  Charter  Oak, 
in  1689,  and  wlio  would  not  let  Governor 
Fletcher  address  the  militia  of  which  he  was 
the  commander.  The  family  is  one  of  the 
oldest  in  New  England  and  number  many 
other  historical  characters  among  its  mem- 
bers. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  oiir  subject, 
Samuel  Wadswortli.  was  a  banker  and  broker 
in  the  city  of  New  Haven,  where  the  father 
of  Henry  was  born.  His  maternal  grand- 
father, Abijah  Hubbard,  was  a  native  of 
Middleton,  Conn.,  and  there  his  daughter. 


Louisa,  the  mother  of  him  of  Avliom  we  write, 
was  born.  The  father  of  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  personal  history,  was 
for  a  time  in  the  banking  business  with  his 
father,  but  later  he  entered  into  some  specu- 
lations that  necessitated  his  traveling  as  far 
west  as  Ohio,  and  on  one  of  these  trips  he 
was  taken  sick  with  typhoid  fever,  and 
came  home  only  to  die. 

Heni'y  Wadsworth  remained  at  a  boarding 
school  until  he  was  some  fourteen  years  of 
age,  enjoying  unusual  educational  facilities, 
supplementing  the  curriculum  of  the  schools 
with  some  three  years  in  a  high  grade 
academy  in  his  native  city.  At  the  early 
age  of  fourteen  ho  was  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources,  and  since  that  time  has  fought 
the  battle  of  life  unaided.  For  three  years 
he  worked  during  the  summers  and  attended 
the  academy  in  the  winter  months.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  commenced  an  apprentice- 
ship at  the  silver-plating  trade  and  served 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  After  a 
year  and  a  half  spent  at. this  as  a  journey- 
man, his  health  failing,  he  gave  it  up,  and, 
having  a  taste  for  study,  he  entered  a  prepar- 
atory academy  with  the  intention  of  pursu- 
ing his  investigations  in  a  higher  scientific 
field,  but  in  the  spring  of"l854  came  West 
on  a  prospecting  tour.  He  traveled  over  a 
part  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  and  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  in  Cass  county,  Iowa.  Travel- 
ing up  the  Missouri  river  as  far  as  the  Sioux,  ' 
he  met  a  party  going  East,  witli  whom  he  re- 
tuened  to  Keokuk,  Iowa.  Making  a  trip  to 
St.  Louis,  he  there  engaged  at  Iiis  trade  for 
six  months,  and  then  as  clerk  and  book- 
keeper for  about  a  year.  Returning  to  his 
native  State  in  1855,  he  followed  his  trade 
atHamden,  until  1859,  when  he  bought  out 
a  plating  establishment,  in  New  Haven, 
and  carried  it  on  until  the  fall  of  1860,  when 
he  gave  it  up.  For  a  year  he  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  army  equipments  at 
Hartford,  and  then  was  appointed  inspector 
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of  pistols  at  the  Whitneyville  factory,  and 
held  that  post  until  1864.  From  that  time 
until  1870  he  was  engaged  at  pattern-making 
but  in  the  latter  year  he  came  to  Glencoe, 
and  bought  out  a  stock  of  hardware.  Since 
then  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  active 
business  men  of  the  place  and  tlie  lieaviest 
dealer  in  his  line.  lie  was  tlie  first  mayor 
of  the  village  and  has  held  the  same  office 
several  times  since,  and  has  served  on  the 
board  of  education. 

Mr.  Wads  worth  was  married  in  Wilbra- 
ham,  Mass.,  in  November,  1858,  to  Miss 
Fidelia  M.  Gilbert,  and  they  have  been 
blessed  with  a  family  of  five  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living — Jesse  A.,  Ileui-y  11., 
Emma  F.,  and  Merrick  F.  Mr.  AVadswofth 
was  a  member  of  two' historical  societies  and 
one  association  of  a  similar  cliaractei-  in  tiie 
East,  and  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  bank 
of  Glencoe. 

1^  OBERT  CALLIHAN,  an  old  settler  of 
J^V,  the  county,  living  in  the  town  of 
Bergen,  on  section  1,  was  born  in  Clari(m 
county,  Penn.,  March  8,  1834:,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Lydia  Cailihan.  He 
was  early  inducted  into  the  science  of  hard 
work  upon  the  farm  and  served  a  full  appren- 
ticeship to  agricultural  pursuits,  lie  grew 
to  man's  estate  and  learned  the  trade  of 
boat  builder  at  which  he  worked  for  about  a 
year  after  his  marriage.  This  happy  event 
occured  October  11,  1855,  at  which  he  wed- 
ded Miss  Nancy  K.  Piper.  In  the  fall  of 
185G  they  came  to  Minnesota,  and  located 
on  the  claim  belongmg  to  his  brother,  on 
section  1.  While  living  there  he  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  Second  Minnesota  Infantry, 
February  15,  1863.  He  proceeded  to  the 
front  and  was  an  active  participant  in  the 
front  ranks  on  that  hot  day  in  September, 
1863,  when  that  heroic  regiment  made  them- 


selves immortal  by  their  determined  bravery 
on  the  bloody  field  of  Chickamauga.  He 
was  with  them  all  through  the  campaigns  in 
and  arountl  Chattanooga  and  in  the  contests 
at  Missionary  Ridge,  Kenesaw  and  the 
battles  around  Atlanta.  Sweeping  down 
with  Slierman  to  the  sea,  he  was  in  the  ser- 
vice until  the  close  of  hostilities  and  received 
his  discharge  in  1865. 

At  the  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak  in  1862 
he  remained  at  his  place  part  of  the  time,  and 
during  the  attack  on  Hutchinson  could  hear 
the  sound  of  the  guns.  He  then  took  his 
family  to  Carver,  but  two  months  later  they 
returned  and  while  he  was  in  the  service  his 
family  lived  on  his  iiomestead  and  held  his 
claim.  This  piece  of  land  is  the  one  he  is 
living  on  now. 

During  his  terni  of  service  he  was  guard 
over  his  brother,  who  was  engaged  in  the 
Confederate  service  and  that  brother's  own 
son  was  in  the  corps  that  captured  him. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cailihan  are  the  parents  of 
eight  children  —  Lemuel  E.,  born  August 
25,  1856,  died  May  22, 1871;  James  W.,  born 
December  11,  1858,  died  Octohor  18,  1874; 
John  B.,  born  Septcmher  11,  1802;  Allen  II., 
born  Februaiy  12,  1867;  Emma  E.,  born 
May  3,  1868,  died  November  13,  1874;  an 
infant  that  died  unnamed,  born  April  22, 
1871,  died  April  26;  Lindly  It.,  born  October 
13,  1873;  and  Eebecca  A.,  born  Alarch  28, 
1877. 

Mrs.  Callihan's  grandmother  had  quite 
an  experience  in  her  day.  During  the  dark 
days  of  tlie  Revolutionary  War  her  people 
were  living  upon  the  frontier,  and  one  day 
they  were  all  gathered  in  the  fort;  her  father 
sent  her  and  her  brother  to  their  house  for 
some  apples  for  the  children.  The  chililren 
hearing  the  dog  barking  and  running  around, 
made  for  the  fort,  knowing  that  there  were 
Indians  around.  There  not  being  enough 
fruit  the  children  were  sent  back  but  were 
discovered  by  a  British  ofiicer  and  an  Indian. 
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Tliey  ■\vero  soon  overtalcen  and  tlie  boy  was 
niurilered  by  tlio  Englisliinau  and  scalped. 
The  girl,  Ellon  Sniitli,  who  was  but  eight 
years  of  ag(?,  was  taken  by  the  savage  to  his 
home  and  thci'e  she  was  kept  for  ten  years. 
Siie  was  taken  from  her  captors  by  force,  as 
they  would  not  give  her  up,  nor  was  she 
anxious  to  leave  her  squa  w  mother. 

nS^REDERiCK  PRIEVE,  an  industrious 
jIP^  and  thrifty  rcsidimt  of  the  town  of 
Acoma,  is  engaged  in  ca,rrying  on  agricul- 
tural pursuits  on  section  1.  aud  is  a  fair  speci- 
men of  tliG  quiet,  sober  and  economical  ])eo- 
ple  from  the  Ciormaii  Fatherland  that  have 
brought  from  the  land  of  liieir  birth  the  hab- 
its tiiat  have  enriched  tliem  in  this  country 
of  high  promise,  lie  was  boi'n  i?i  Germany, 
March  13,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
and  Wilhehnina  (Ijut/.ko)  Prievo,  and  was 
reared  beneath  the  roof  of  his  ])arents  until 
some  twonty-flvo  years  had  rolled  over  his 
liead.  In  1870,  seeing  the  imi)ossibility  of  his 
ever  rising  above  a  lowly  condition  in  his 
native  huui,  ho  emigrated  to  the  free  shores 
of  Amei'ica  in  search  of  liis  fortune,  lie  lo- 
cated at  first  in  Bodge  county,  AVis.,  where 
lie  was  0111  ployed  at  farm  labor  for  four 
months,  and  then  moved  to  [Michigan.  In 
the  Jattei-  place  ho  worked  in  the  saw  mills 
some  four  yeai-s,  and  then  came  to  this  coun- 
ty iind  settled  in  Accnna.  lie  bougiit  a  larm 
on  the  same  section  on  which  he  now  lives, 
but  being  a  stranger  to  the  customs  of  the 
land,  was  cheated,  as  the  farm  was  mort- 
gaged, and  he  lost  it.  He  then  removed  to 
Ills  present  place,  where  ho  has  some  150 
acres  of  land,  all  of  which  was  covered  with 
timber  when  ho  bought  it,  except  a  little 
piece  of  ton  acres.  IIo  lias  cleared  up  a  third 
of  it,  and  has  otherwise  improved  the  pl.ice. 

]\[r.  Pricve  was  married  September  1, 1871, 
to  Miss  Augusta  Pagel,  a  native  of  Pomern, 


and  the  daughter  of  Philip  and  Fredericke 
Pagel,  and  they  have  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  is  the  record — 
Pertha  was  born  in  May,  1873,  and  died  in 
July,  the  same  year;  Amelia  was  born' June 
24,  187'1-;  Herman  was  born  I'^ebruai'V  18, 
187(5;  Anna  was  boi'n  December  20,  J 877; 
Bertlia  was  born  April  4,  1879 ;  llobort's 
.birth  took  place  May  5,  18S1 ;  Wilhelmina 
was  born  July  18,  1883;  Pauline  was  born 
September  12,  1885,  and  Louisa  was  born 
August  4,  1 887.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  Lutheran  church,  and  in  his  politics  our 
subject  is  a  republican.  lie  has  held  the 
olfice  of  road  overseer  in  the  town. 

MON.  WARREN  J.  IVES,  the  State 
dairy  commissioner',  is  a  resident  of 
the  village  of  Hutchinson,  having  made  his 
appearance  at  that  place  in  the  spring  of 
1871.  He  at  once  ])urcliased  an  interest  in 
the  mercantile  business  of  0.  K.  Good  now, 
and  the  linn  then  formed  has  existed  ever 
since.  lie  went  to  the  Black  Hills,  Dakota, 
in  1875,  and  instituted  •  their  butter  trade 
there,  which  has  grown  to  mammoth  i)ro- 
portions,  they  shipping  as  high  as  200,000 
pounds  of  butter  there  in  a  single  year,  be- 
sides eggs  and  poultry.  In  1S83,  he  was 
largely  instrumental  in  the  institution  of  the 
Hassan  Valley'  creameiy,  at  this  place,  and 
has  had  charge  of  it  ever  .since.  In  the  win- 
ter of  18S5-G,  by  his  elforts  and  othoi-s  a 
company  was  formed  to  build  a  railroad  to 
connect  with  the  St.  Louis  road  at  Young 
America  and  had  the  line  surveyed,  but  the 
matter  brought  on  considerable  strife  among 
the  railroad  companies,  and  the  final  result 
Avas  that  the  Manitoba  company  constructed 
a  line  from  Minneapolis  to  llutcliinson,  and 
the  Milwaukee  company  built  their  line  from 
Glencoe  to  this  place,  thereby  giving  Hutch- 


McLEOD  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


627 


inson  the  best  shipping  facilities  of  any  point 
in  tlie  couBfey. 

Mr.  Ives  was  born  at  Dickinson,  Frank- 
lin county,  N.  Y.,  February  22,  1838,  and 
is  the'  son  of  "Warren  and  Louisa  (Lad(l) 
Ives.  His  fatlier  was  an  attorney  in  tliat 
])lace  and  he  made  his  home  beneath  the 
home  roof  until  lie  was  abont  fourteen  3'ears 
of  age,  at  which  time  lie  went  to  live  with 
Dr.  G.  Sprague,  willi  wiiom  ho  remained 
some  five  years,  attending  sciiool  and  read- 
ing medicine,  but  at  tlio  end  of  that  period, 
not  liking  the  profession,  he  abandoned  it 
and  followed  carpentering. 

August  10, 1862,  Mr.  Iv.es  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  One  Hundred  and  Sixtli  New  York 
Infantry,  and went  with  the  regiment 
to  New  Creek,  A'"}!.,  where  they  remained 
ten  months,  guarding  the  B.  »fe  0.  II.  E. 
Tiiey  then  wore  traiisferi'cd  to  tlie  army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  he  participated  in  every 
engagement  fought  by  that  portion  of  tlie 
Federal  forces,  from  Gettysburg,  July, 
1863,  until  tlie  battle  of  Cold  Harbor.  In 
the  sanguinary  conflict  at  the  latter  jilace, 
our  subject  received  a  severe  wound,  a  minie 
ball  penetrating  his  chest  and  passing  clear 
through,  and  this  confined  him  to  the  hosi)i- 
tal  for  six  months,  and  he  being  disabled, 
left  the  service,  resigning  his  commission  of 
First  Lieutenant,  he  having  gained  tliat  rank 
by  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct,  having 
entered  the  service  a  private. 

On  receiving  his  discharge  he  came  AVest 
and  for  six  years  was  engaged  in  manufact; 
uring  staves  and  barrel  headings,  at  Bed 
Wing,  Minn.,  after  which  he  came  to 
Hutchinson.  lie  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  tlie  town  and  village 
and  has  served  as  president  of  the  village 
board  several  times.  In  1880,  he  was  elected 
as  the  representative  from  tiiis  district  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  was  one  of  the  board 
■of  managers  in  the  impeachment  trial  of 
Judge  E.  St.  Julien  Cox.    He  was  re-elected 


to  this  position  in  1881,  and  filled  it  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents.  In  >)unuary,  1SS7,  he,  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  State  dairy  com- 
missioner, which  office  he  is  filling  at  the 
present  writing.  Dofore  he  liad  boon  in  this 
position  three  months  he  had  driven  oleo- 
margarine from  this  State  and  had  estab- 
lished the  system  of  milk  inspoctioii  in  the 
cities. 

T\rr.  Ives  was  united  in  iiiarriago  July  4, 
1850,  with  ]\[iss  Alaria  L.'  Good  now,  and 
they  aro  the  parents  of  six  children — Ella  K., 
Fred  W..  Helen  15.,  Matt.  0.  G.,  Gonevive, 
and  Violet  !&ray. 

The  Ives  family  aro  descended  from  one 
of  three  brothers  who  came  from  England 
many  yours  ago,  who  settled  in  New  Vork. 
The  father  of  our  subject  went  to  Franklin 
county,  in  that  State,  in  and  was  (mo 

of  the  lir.st  settlers  tli(iir.  llo  cut  the  first 
tree  on  the  town  site  of  Dickinson,  for  it 
was  a  timber  country,  and  built  a  sawmill 
there  and  went  into  the  lumbering  business, 
but  left  it  for  the  iirncticc  of  law.  The 
nKjther  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  New- 
bury, A^t. 

/^OLONEL  RUDOLPH  VON  BORGERS- 
RODE.  Probably  there  is  no  man  in 
JMcLeod  county  that  has  had  so  many  ups 
and  downs  in  life  or  had  such  a  varied 
experience  as  the  subject  of  this  memoir, 
whose  name  heads  it.  liorn  of  a  noble 
family  in  Torgau,  Saxony,  Germany,  ^May 
20,  1810,  he  is  the  son  of  General  Rudolph 
von  ]3orgersrode  and  Emma  (von  Ilecder^ 
his  wife.  His  father,  like  all  of  the  famil}'^, 
was  a  prominent  army  oflicer  and  was  killed 
at  the  head  of  his  command  during  the 
Polish  revolution  in  1830. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  at 
the  patrimonial  castle  of  Zwethau,  until  ho 
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was  seven  years  of  age  and  then  was  sent  to 
Toi'gau  to  school.  When  ten.  years  old,  he 
was  transferred  to  tlio  military  academy  at 
Potsdam,  Prussia,  from  whicii  ho  was  gradu- 
ated in  1829  and,  after  examination,  com- 
missioned lieutenant  in  a  regiment  of  hussars 
or  light  cavalry.  He  remaineil  in  that  posi- 
tion and  in  that  of  ca])tiiiii,  to  wiiich  he  was 
promoted  in  1847,  until,  during  tiie  uprising 
of  tlio  jicople  in  1848,  tliat  shook  the  thi'one 
of  Prnssiaand  nearly  all  the  otliei-s  in  iEurope, 
ho  espoused  tlie  side  of  the  revolutionists 
and  when  tlie  movement  was  crushed  by 
the  iron  liantl  of  military  liespotism,  von. 
Porgersrodo  lied  to  Sclileswig-Ilolstein  aiul 
there  assisted  the  people  to  throw  off  the 
hated  Uanisii  yoke,  under  von  der  Tann 
During  the  conflict  at  Koplrup  lie  was 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to 
Copenhagen.  After  recovering  his  iiealth 
and  freedom,  having  a  warm  love  for  the 
principles  of  liberty,  he  went  to  Paden,  in 
1849,  and  assisted  tiie  people  there  in  tiieir 
effort  to  tlirow  off  their  yoke  under  Muros- 
lofsky  and  tiie  famous  Franz  8iga|.  Failing 
here  our  hero  fled  into  Switzerland,  and  from 
thence  to  the  United  States,  arri^'ing  at  New 
York  January  1,  1850. 

Our  subject  was  employed  \\\  surveying 
and  in  horse  training  until  1854,  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  and  then  came  to  Minnesota 
and  settled  in  Shakopee,  Scott  county, 
Avhere  for  two  years  he  carried  on  surveying 
and  a  hotel.  In  1850  he  removed  to  this 
county  and  located  in  the  town  of  Winsted 
and  engaged  in  farming,  but  a  year  later 
moved  to  Meeker  county.  There  he  fol- 
lowed surveying  and  opened  up  a  farm, 
lie  resided  there  until  Septcmher,  1861, 
when  he  enlisted  under  Oai)tain  J.  0.  Edson, 
in  Comi)any  P,  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry, 
and  was  elected  lieutenant.  In  April,  1802, 
the  government,  appreciating  the  merit  of 
our  subject,  commissioned  him  colonel  of  the 
Fifth  Minnesota  Infantry,  which  he  com- 


manded until  badly  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Corinth,  in  1862,  from  which  he  has  never 
recovered  and  for  the  injuries  received  he  is  in 
receipt  of  a  pension.  lie  resigned  his  com- 
mand and  returned  home. 

Two  years  rolled  by  while  he  was  recover- 
ing his  shattered  health  and  he  then  took  his 
family  to  Philadelphia,  and  leaving  them 
there  went  to  California.  Receiving  the' 
appointment  of  military  architect,  he  was 
sent  to  Montana  and,  during  his  two  years 
of  service,  built  Fort  Shaw.  In  18G8  he 
returned  his  family  to  this  county  and  set- 
tled in  Winsted  and  resided  here  for  twelve 
yeai-s.  In  1880  he  removed  to  Otter  Tail 
county,  and  there  was  engaged  in  farming 
for  six  years,  after  which  he  went  to  Idaho 
and  was  in  the  mercantile  business  a  short 
time.  In  the  fall  of  1887  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  the  village  of  Winsted,  where 
he  is  living  at  the  present. 

The  Colonel  was  married,  October  16, 
1849,  in  Switzerland,  to  Miss  Caroline  Hunt 
a  native  of  Paden,  and  the  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Catherine  (Beck)  Hunt.  Py  this 
union  they  have  had  five  children — Charles, 
Otto,  Rudolph,  Emma,  deceased;  Emil, 
deceased;  and  Emma,  deceased, 

-»-f^^-^— — 

PATRICK  RYAN,  who  is  engaged  in  stock- 
raising  anil  general  farming  in  Sumter 
township,  has  a  fine  farm  lying  on  sections 
1,  11  and  12  and  on  his  magnificent  property 
of  420  acres  he  has  made  his  home  since 
1807,  at  which  time  became  to  this  county 
and  settled.  He  is  one  of  the  older  residents 
and  a  representative  man  of  the  county.  In  the 
County  Tipperary,  Ireland,  he  was  born,  De- 
cenlber  2S,  1824,  and  his  })arents  were  James 
and  Pridget  Ryan.  The  outlook  for  an  act- 
ive, energetic  man  in  that  downtrodden  land 
being  quite  gloomy,  at  an  early  age,  in  1837, 
he  bade  farewell  to  the  homo  of  his  fore- 
fathers and  crossed  the  sea  to  the  New 
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Wtorld,  in  search  of  a  new  home  and 
freedom.  He  landed  in  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  was  employed  for  ten  years 
there  in  lumbering  and  farming.  From 
there  he  went  to  Maine  and  followed  the 
lumbering  business  on  tlio  Penobscot  river. 
Seven  yeara  of  his  life  were  spent  there  and 
then  he  came  to  Minnesota.  He  located  at 
St.  Paul.  He  was  engaged  in  the  same  em- 
ployment in  that  place  for  thirteen  years, 
after  whicli  he  came  to  McLeod  county. 
Here  he  has  given  his  attention  to  graded 
cattle,  Clydesdale  and  Norman  horses  and 
has  prospered  in  a  financial  sense  and  can 
justly  claim  that  he  has  been  the  entire 
architect  of  his  own  handsome  fortune. 

Mr.  Ryan  was  married  at  Eangor,  ^Nfe., 
September  13, 1854,  to  Miss  Eiizabetli  Rob- 
erts, a  native  of  the  "  Emerald  Isle  "  who  had 
come  to  this  country  with  her  parents  when 
she  was  some  ten  years  of  age.  Siie  is  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabetii  Roberts, 
both  of  whom  are  deceased.  By  this  union 
there  have  been  born  twelve  children  as  fol- 
lows— James,  Joseph,  Bridget,  Mar}',  Sarah, 
Julia,  Anna,  Lucy,  Maggie,  Pati-ick  F., 
Andrew  D.,  and  Stephen  A.  Bridget,  Mrs. 
John  Dolan,  lives  in  Dakota ;  Mary,  the  wife 
of  0.  W.  McKinney,  is  also  in  that  Terri- 
tory; Anna  is  in  Ohio,  teaching  school; 
The  latter  is  a  graduate  of  theRocliester  Col- 
lege, and  a  fine  scholar.  Two  othei-s  of  the 
girls  are  teachers  and  have  an  excellent  repu- 
tation for  their  ability.  Mr.  Ryan  is  one 
of  the  present  directors  of  school  district 
No.  4.  He  is  an  independent  in  politics 
and  he  and  his  family  are  membere  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church. 

■  ■  ■«>   

JTONAS  PETERSON,  one  of  the  prospor- 
%  ous  farmere  of  the  town  of  Lynn,  is  a 
native  of  Denmark,  born  August  22,  18^8, 
and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Karen  Christen- 


sen.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
land  of  his  birth,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  1869,  when,  with  the  laudable  desire  to 
better  his  social  and  financial  condition,  he 
emigrated  to  the  United  States.  On  land- 
ing on  these  shores  he  came  to  the  gi'eat 
"West  in  search  of  a  piece  of  land  upon 
which  to  settle,  and  from  St.  Paul,  whefe  ho 
located,  temporarily,  he  went  to  the  St. 
Croix  country ,Wis.,  but  was  not  suited  with 
that  part  of  that  State.  Tlio  village  of 
Jitchfield,  then  just  laid  out,  next  attracted 
his  attention,  but  in  that  locality  he  could 
not  find  any  land  suited  to  his  mind,  and  he 
then  came  to  Hutchinson  and  hearing  of  a 
tract  of  120  acres  on  suction  11,  of  Lynn 
township,  he  looked  it  over  and  purchased 
it  of  the  owner,  a  German,  just  as  it  stooil, 
house,  cattle,  grain  in  stack,  etc.,  and  moved 
on  to  it.  This  is  a  portion  of  his  present 
farm,  he  having  added  to  it  until  ho  has  now 
some  215  acres.  The  improvements  upon 
the  place  are  of  an  excellent  character,  and 
the  property  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  town. 
During  the  grasshopper  troubles  of  1870,  ho 
was  fortunate  enough  to  entii'ely  escape  the 
pests,  the  Otter  Lake,  which  lies  just  west 
of  his  place,  protecting  liis  growing  crops, 
as  the  iioppere  could  not  fly  over  it. 

Mr.  Peterson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  ivirsten  Cliristenscn.  April  3,  1855. 
The  lady  is  also  a  native  of  Denmark,  born 
Spptembor  25,  1828,  antl  is  the  daughter  of 
Christen  and  Kirstino  Ohristensen.   By  this 

■  union  there  have  been  born  a  family  of  three 
children,  as  follows — Karen,  Avhose  birth 
took  place  January  5, 1850  ;  Mette  Kii-stine, 
born  November  20,  1859 ;  and  Petrine,  the 
date  of  whose  birth  was  October  22, 1801. 

Since  coming  to  this  j)lace  Mr.  Peterson 
has  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  public  af- 
fairs of  the  town  and  has  held  the  oilices  of 
chairman  and  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  and  town  treasui'er.    Tie  is  also 

'  active  in  all  school  matters  and  has  served 
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on  the  boiii'd  of  oiluoation.  Uo  is  one  of 
tlio  Icadingaiul  representative  citizens  of  tiie 
town  and  county  and  is  lionored  and  es- 
teemed by  all  witii  wliom  !ie  comes  in  con- 
tact. At  tlio  present  time  lie  is  one  of  tlio 
directors  of  the  town  of  Lynn  and  Acoma 
Fire  Insurance  Association. 

— —  

i^HARLES  F.  WILLSON.  Among  tlie 
V^)^  thi'ifly  and  well-to-do  farmers  of  this 
county  is  the  gentleman  whoso  name  lieads 
this  i)iogra])liy.  Residing  upon  section  31, 
Glcncoo  fowMshij),  lie  has  one  of  the  iine  ' 
farms  of  lhat  locality.  It  contains  some  1(10 
ucros  of  choice  land,  and  the  improvements 
on  it  ai'o  of  a,  veiy  superior  character.  lie 
Is  a  native  of  Coiicoril,  Erie  county,  N. 
born  July  1,  JSH,  and  is  the  son  of  John  A. 
and  Kobecca  (Minot)  Willson.  His  pai'ents' 
were  fivmi  the  Slate  of  Vermont  and  died  in 
the  "jMnpiro  BLato,"  the  father  l'el)ruary  10, 
1S88,  an(l  the  mother  in  August,  18Y(). 

The  sid)ject  of  this  sketch  was  raised 
upon  a  farm  intheplacooF  his  birth,  and  there 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  excellent 
sclioolsof  thiitlocaiity.  He  remained  in  west- 
ern i\ew  Vorlc.  engaged  in  the  peaceful  avoca- 
tion ofa  farmer'slife,  until  i\ra.rch,  1805,  when 
lie  came  to  Minnesota.  The  next  two  years  ho 
spent}  in  Jliclilield,  ircnnepin  county,  after 
ivhicli  he  settled  in  Glencoe  township,  where 
lie  now  lias  his  home.  Since  his  location 
here  he  has  been  idem ilied  with  the  ollicial 
life  of  the  town  and  has  hold  the  ollico  of 
cliiiirman  of  the  town  board  of  supervisors 
and  <itlier  minor  positions  of  honor  and  trust. 

\\.\\  ."NVillsgii  was  united  in  marriage  July 
3,  1804  with  ]\[iss  Harriet  Elaiicliard,  a 
niitive  of  Dorset,  7t.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Abiel  and  Eda  (Noiirse)  Blanoliard,  who 
were  born  in  Vermont  and  ^died,  the  father 
in  Lennox,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y.,  and  the 
mother  in  Erie  county,  N.  Y.,  July  10,  18SG. 


In  his  politics  llv.  Wilson  affiliates  with 
the  reimblican  party,  and  is  a  warm  advo- 
cate of  its  principles. 

BENNIS  CORNIEA.  an  old  settler  of 
the  town  of  Helen  were  lie  now  resides, 
is  the  son  of  Gregory  and  Mary  (Caplott) 
.Oornica.  natives  of  Camula,  and  of  French 
origin,  and  was  born  in  Canada,  May  25, 
1831.    Tleared  in  the  land  of  his  birth  he 
there  linide  his  home  until  May,  185i,  when, 
in  coiiii)any  with  his  father  and  brother, 
Anthony,  he  came  to  the  United  States  and, 
after  a  stay  in  iho  city  of  St.  Paul,  lasting 
some  six  months,  settled  in  the  town  of 
Helen,  taking  up  a  claim.   After  putting  up 
a  cabin,  our  subject  returned  East  after  the 
families  of  his  father,  brother  and  himself 
and  brought  them  to  this  county.  Dennis 
cleared  u,|)  a  small  piece  of  land  but  was 
compelled  to  go  to  St.  Paul  and  labor  to  help 
them  through  the  hard  times,  for  some  live 
months,  that  first  year.   For  several  succes- 
sive years  ho  was  working  back  and  forth 
between  his  farm  and  the  city,  spending  part 
of  the  time  in  each,  until  his  mari-iage,  July 
3,  ISGO,  when  having  joined  his  fortunes  to 
those  of  Miss  Maggie  LaYallee.  he  settled 
down  upon  his  place  and  commenced  its 
improvemenl'  in  eaniest.   Not  long  was  he 
allowed  to  remain  in  quiet,  however,  for  in 
August,  1802,  came  the.  Indian  outbreak  to 
disturb  the  settlers.   He  Avas  at  Mcndota 
when  he  heard  the  news  of  the  uprising  and 
started  for  hcmie,  at  once,  for  his  wife  was 
there  alone.    The  latter,  on  hearing  that  the 
savages  were  murdering  the  whites  and  Avere 
approaching,  in  the  first  terrors  of  the  mo- 
ment, fled  as  far  as  Eulfalo  Creek,  but  there 
turned  back  and  awaited  her  husband  at 
their  home.    He,  on  his' arrival  on  the  place, 
concluded  to  remain,  and  did  so  for  two 
weeks.    One  day  hearing  that  there  were 
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some  of  the  settlers  at  G-lencoe,  lie  went 
there,  and  it  was  with  ililiiciilty  that  lie  got 
away,  they  being  sa  engor  to  ini|)rcss  all  the 
men  that  came  there  into  militaiy  service. 
Taking  his  wife  to  Blooiuington,  tills  State, 
he  returned  to  his  farm  and  tliere  took  up  ills 
quarters,  going  to  Glencoe,  occasionally,  un- 
til the  suppression  of  tiie  savnges,  wlien  lie 
brouglit  Ills  wife  back  to  their  lionio.  Feb- 
ruary 11,  ISfli),  he  enlisted  in  Ooni])iiiiy  F, 
Independent  Battalion  of  Minnesota  (/avalry, 
and  served  until  tiie  day  when  discliai'ged, 
February  10,  ISCfi. 

Mr.  Corniea,  after  enduring  all  tiie  priva- 
tions ol  frontier  life,  has  succeeded  in  build- 
ing up  a  line  property.  3Iis  farm,  which 
embraces  some  100  acres,  is  well  tdled,  and 
tiie  house  and  other  improvements  among 
the  best  in  the  town  and  are  a  credit  to  his 
^iste  and  enterprise.  Jre  is  the  ])a.r(!nt  of 
two  children — llamiil,  decea.scd,  and  Alex- 
ander. 

I^RANK  BLAISDELL,  one  of  the  intelli- 
gent  and  energetic  young  farmers  of 
the  town  of  Sumter,  luxs  a  splendid  farm  of 
500  acres  on  seucion  12,  wiiere  he  makes  his 
home.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1877  from 
Minneapolis,  where  ho  was  born,  Juno  C, 
1862.  His  parents,  Robert  and  lilmira 
(Taunt)  Blaisdell,  are  natives  of  ^^luine  and 
Wisconsin,  respectively,  and  were  among  the 
earliest;  settlors  in  Minneapolis,  coming  tlioi'e 
in  1853,  wlieii  there  was  but  one  house  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river.  They  made  a  set- 
tlement then  and  there  and  as  the  city  grew 
they  have  prospered.  The  father  has  lieen 
for  yeai's  in  the  lumber  business,  but  now 
turns  his  attention  to  real  estate. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  boy 
living  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  his  only 
^.brother,  Robert,  dying  in  childhood.  Ilis 


sisters  are  all  living,  and  areas  follows — Ida, 
now  l^frs.  John  Gilnian,  li  vcs  at!Minnea]K)lis; 
Carrie,  now  Mrs.  Dora  Farns worth,  of  the 
same  city;  and  Ella,  Edith  and  (rcrtrude,  at 
homo.  In  the  excellent  schools  of  his  native 
cit3'  and  in  the  liigli  school,  our  subject  re- 
ceived his  education  and  liiiished  it  in  Curl  is' 
college.  II't  school  days  being  linisliod  he 
canio  to  l\[cLeod  comity  and  located  011  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives,  oiio  of  the  most 
valuable  and  [iloasaiit  in  lli(!  comity.  lie  is 
largi>iy  engaged  in  raising  Diirhaiii  and  llol- 
stein  cattle  and  has  H(niiotliing  Ijke  i20ll  head 
on  his  place. 

'i\fr.^l'laisdell  was  iinited  in  marriage,  No- 
vember 2-1,  1885.  with  Miss  Addio  liowe,  a 
native,  also,  of  the  city  of  I^linneapolis,  and 
dauglilci'  of  Keiihcn  and  Annie  ii'l'lionias) 
Howe.  Iler  father  died  when  she  was  iiuite 
sniaJl,  but  liei'  niolheris  making  her  home 
Avith  her  daiighlcr.  ^fr.  and  ,Mis.  lilaisdell 
have  one  cliihl,  the  light  of  their  liomi',  whose 
name  is  j\laud.  In  his  political  views  he  coin- 
cides with  the  democratic  party  and  is  a 
staiiiicli  adherent  to  its  principles.  lie  has 
no  aspirations  for  ollice,  his  domesiic  lies 
and  the  management  of  his  farm  talcing  all 
liis  time  and  attention. 

 ■^>-J€^*-€—- — 

WILLIAM  I-IEI.LIWHI-I..  an  iiidiislri- 
oiis  and  thrifty  fanner  of  Wiiisted 
township,  living  on  section  11.  lirst  saw  the 
lightiii  Yorkshire,  Kiiglaiid.  .\ ngnst  ;2(i.  IS-ID, 
and  is  tli(^  son  of '1  luimas  and  ]\lally  i  nors-_ 
fain  llelliwell.  natives,  also,  of  Fnglaiid. 
JJeing  the  child  of  people  in  moderate  eir- 
cmuslances,  liereecMved  but  a  eoiiimoii  school 
education  and  early  in  iife  bi-gaii  to  labor  in 
tliecotloii  mills  of  his  native  land.  In  the 
fall  of  18(il),  seeing  that  it  was  not  po.ssible 
to  achieve  a  competence  in  the  over-crowdi'd 
country  of  his  birth,  he  concluded  to  come 
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to  America  and  see,  if  in  this  fair  land  there 
wa?  not  a  l)cttor  chance  for  him.  lie  accord- 
ingly embiirked  on  a  stoaiiier  and  eleven 
(lays  after  stcjjpod  ii])on  the  shore  at  'New 
York.  From  tiic  hitter  ])lace  he  came,  with 
the  friends  tliat  wore  witli  him,  to^Rfinncsota 
and  for  a  short  time  lociited  in  Winsted. 
Hero,  July  21,  1870,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage witii  Miss  Evina  Xuttiill,  one  of  his 
companions  on  tlie  voyage  from  England, 
whore  siie  was  born,  and  tlie  daiigliter  of 
Jolin  and  Nancy  (Greenwood')  yiittall.  He 
then  removed  to  tiic  town  of  Morris,  Stevens 
county,  this  State,  and  was  engaged  in  rail- 
road sci'vice  for  some  three  years  and  then 
returned  to  Winsted  and  settled  on  section  9. 
Seven  years  later  he  sold  out  there  and  re- 
moved to  tiio  place  where  he  now  resides, 
owning  some  seventy-three  acres  of  land  on 
sections  H  and  12.  Since  1882  tii is  has  been 
his  homo.  ITe  lias  lilled  tiio  oHicos  of  town 
assossoi-  for  four  years  and  as  school  director 
for  lliroej'ears  since  his  location  here  and  is 
one  of  the  town's  best  citizens. 

]\[r,  and  ]\rrs.  .1  roll i well  are  tiic  parents  of 
Rovon  children,  ail  of  wliom  are  living  and 
at  lionie.  Their  recoi'd  is  as  follows — Frank, 
horn  July  2,  1S71;  Ernest,  born  December 
20,  1ST2:  Clara,  bont  September  1,  1875; 
i'arton,  born  Jifarch  J-,  1878;  Sidney,  .horn 
June  7,  1880;  Albert  William,  born  Novem- 
ber 18,  1885;  and  Saraii,  born  June  0,  1888. 
In  his  politics  j\rr.  llclliwell  is  a  rcjuiblican 
and  in  his  I'cligion,  a  Baptist.  When  our  sub- 
ject came  Iiere,  there  had  not  been  any  Bap- 
tist organization  oil'ccted  at  Winsted  and  Mv. 
and  ]\[rs.  Ilolliwell  connected  thoinsolves 
Avith  the  Pro.sbyterians.  On  the  27th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1878,  the  First  Frosbylorian  church  of 
Winsted  was  organized  with  the  llev.  J.  W. 
.Dickey  as  pastor.  "Mr.  ITelliwell  was  chosen 
as  one  of  the  trustees,  and  has  .served  as  one 
of  the.  eldor.s,  also  as  Sunday  school  superin- 
tendent and  has  otherwise  taken  an  active 
{ind  leading  part  in  religions  matters. 


■  I 

M  UGUSTINE  RICHARDS,  a  large  land- 
jfi^  owtier  and  wealthy  farmer  of  Tiynn 
township,  is  a  native  of  the  German  Empire, 
born  in  Saxony,  September  23,  1834,' and  is 
the  son  of  Wilhelm  and  Elizabeth  (Menjen) 
Richards.  The  family  "lived  in  the  village 
of  Treffort,  and  there  the  subject  of  this 
sicetch  received  his  education  and  tiiere 
made  his  home  until  he  had  attained  his 
twentieth  year.  Ilis  father  was  a  driver  of 
a  foui'-liorse  stage,  and  the  boy  would  often 
drive  for  tlie  former.  As  ho  approached  the 
years  of  manhood  he  entered  the  employ  of 
a  large  beet-sugar  manufactory,  and  re- 
mained there  for  two  years.  As  an  Instance 
of  the  almost  incredibly  small  wages  paid  in 
that  land,  it  is  cited  that  he  received  no 
higher  salary  than  one  dollar  per  week,  and 
tlia,t  was  the  jjrevailing  rate  paid  -their  thou- 
sand workmen.  In  1857  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  seeing  the  impossibility  of  better- 
ing his  condition  there,  embarked  for  the 
United  States,  at  the  port  of  Eremdn,  and 
after  a  stormy  and  tempestuous  passage  of 
twenty-eight  weeks,  landed  at  'New  Orleans. 
From  there  lie  came  North  and  found  em- 
ployment in  Wisconsin  fit  farm  labor,  and 
remained  nearly  five  years  with  a  Mr.  Stock- 
dale.  He  then  rented  a  farm  in  that  vicinity, 
and  there  lived  until  18GG,  when  he  came  to 
Minnesota.  While  he  was  away  from 
home,  threshing,  that  year,  his  house  was 
destroyed  by  lire,  a  horse  was  killed  by  a 
vicious  cow,  the  hail  and  bugs  ruined  his  crops 
■and  he  was  compelled  to  sell  oflf  his  cattle  to 
obtain  money  with  which  to  get  to  this 
State.  On  his  arrival  here  he  took  up  a 
homestead  on  section  20,  Lynn  township, 
and  there  lived  until  1882,  when  .he  traded 
it  for  the  ]\rerchants'  Hotel,  at  Hutchinson. 
Two  years  our  subject  was  the  landloi'd  of 
that  house,  but  thinking  that  he  preferred 
farming,  he  traded  it  for  280  acres  of  unim- 
pr.oved  land  in  Lynn  township,  on  sections 
31  and  32,  and  this  he  has  developed  until 
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it  is  one  of  the  finest  in  tlie  town,  and  the 
improvements  are  of  an  excellent  character. 
He  now  owns  440  acres. 
-  Mr.  Richards  was  imited  in  marriage, 
March  2,  1862,  with  Miss  Catherine  Zegen- 
fus,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Clara  (Wed- 
ige)  Zegenfus,  natives  of  Prussia.  The  lady 
was  born  upon  the  bosom  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  while  her  parents  were  on  their  way 
to  the  United  States,  May  21,  181:5.  Ey 
this  union  they  are  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren—John, born  December  29,  1802  ;  Vic- 
toria, born  February  12,  1868 ;  Caroline,  born 
September  2Y,  1870,  who  married,  June 
4,  1888,  Charles  Reiner;  Frederick  W.,  born 
.Marcii  3,  1871:  ;  Rosa  Catiierine,  born  Oct- 
ober 11,  1876;'u«Cnna,  born  June  28,  1881; 
August,  born  November  5,  18S4 ;  and 
Charles,  born  September  9,  1887. 

Mr.  Richards  has  held  the  oltices  of  chair- 
man of  the  town  board  and  side  supei-- 
visor,  assessor  and  school  director  and  treas- 
urer. He  is  a  democrat  in  his  politics  and  a 
Roman  Catholic  in  his  religion. 

'  '  •    •  0*  ' 

^^AMUEL  P.  BROWN,  who  holds  the 
position  of  register  of  (.ieeds  of  Mc- 
Leod  county,  was  born  in  Wilmington, N.  0., 
October  18,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
Potts  and  Eliza  K.  (Potterl  Ijrown.  His  an- 
cestors were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of 
that  region  and  he  was  of  the  sixth  gener- 
ationborn  in  the  same  house,  which  wtxs 
erec'ied  by  his  forefathers. 
'  While  Samuel  was  yet  a  mere  boy  his  father 
moved  to  New  York  City  and  there  entei-ed 
into  mercantile  pursuits,  and  there  our  sub- 
ject received  his  elemental  education.  In 
•  1852  he  was  sent  to  the  college  at  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  and  while  there  for  four  yeai's 
he,  in  the  company  of  others,  and  as  is  the 
custom  in  those  European  institutions,  trav- 
eled on  foot,  during  the  long  vacations,  all 


through  Switzerland,  France,  Italy  and  Ger- 
many. After  returning  to  this  countr}',  in 
1857,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  landing  at  St. 
Paul  May  17.  He  then  ]iurcliased  a  farm 
nine  miles  from  St.  Anthon}'  and  commenced 
agi'icultural  life.  He  remained  tiiei-e  until 
1873,  when  he  came  to  this  county  and 
bought  a  tract  of  wild  land  three  miles  from 
Glencoe,  and  improved  it. 

Our  subject  made  his  home  on  tiiis  farm 
until  1879,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  oiliceof 
register  of  deeds  on  the  democratic  ticket  and 
has  been  re-elected  to  the  same  position  four 
successive  terms,  lie  still  superintends  his 
farm  and  has  125  of  its  IfiO  acres  under  cul- 
tivation. He  was  married  October  25,  J  SCO, 
to  Miss  Henrietta  Euslinell,  who  is  the  mother 
of  five  children — John  Potts,  Jr.,  "Walter  E., 
Mamie  B.,  Eliza  P.,  and  R.  N.,  all  born  in 
Minnesota.  He  is  one  of  the  leading  u»cn  in 
the  democratic  party  in  the  county,  and  a 
man  of  uncouimon  influence  in  the  councils  of 
that  organization. 

 «.-S^-^— 

/^HARLES  BIEHOFER,  a  successful  and 
enterprising  farmer  of  the  town  of 
Glencoe,  living  upon  section  17,  was  born  m 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  October  1,  1853,  and  is  the 
son  of  Theodore  and  Catherine  (Bichofer') 
Bieliofer.  of  this  countv.  a  .slietcii  of  whom 
appears  in  tlie  pages  of  this  Ar.miM.  Our 
subject  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Carver 
county,  this  State,  in  18f>ti,  and  there  resided 
with  them  until  1803,  when  the  family  came 
to  McLeod  count}'.  In  these  two  jjlaces  he 
was  I'iiised  and  drew  his  education  from  the 
district  schools  of  botii  localities,  lie  was 
inducted  into  the  business  of  life  at  an  early 
age  and  assisted  liis  father  in  the  nuvnual 
labors  attendant  upou  the  avocation  of  farm- 
ing. The  traininglio  received  at  tiiat  time  is 
siiown  by  the  appearance  of  his  present 
farm,  it  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  town 
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and  is  in  ii  lii<r|i  stiitc  of  cultivation,  rcflect- 
inggrciit  credit  npon  the  industry  and  energy 
of  its  manager  and  proprictoi'.  InlSTilie 
])urcliased  sonic  eigiity  acres  of  tliis  land  and 
iiiis  added  to  it  from  time  to  time,  nntil  now 
iio  iiJis  ii  ilnc  (lomiiin  of  320  acres,  wliicli  is 
fairly  improved  and  well  stocked. 

j\rr.  J)iolioJ'er  and  Jiiss  Louisa  Movers 
enterod  into  tlie  nnirriago  rebitions,  IS'oveni- 
l)L'r  20,  1S7S,  and  tlie  resiiltof  tiiis  nnion  lias 
beiiii  foiii'ciiildren,  wiioso  names  a,rc as follows 
— llaiinali,  All'rod,  Florancoand  Rosa.  Han- 
nah died  Kehriiary  2.  ISSO,  and  is  buried  in 
the  (ietcliell  cemetery.  ]\[rs.  Eicliofev  is  a, 
native  of  Germany,  and  is  the  daugliter  of 
Jtdiiis  and  Amelia.  i\[evcrs.  natives  of  the 
Kfdiierland  whocaiiH^  to  Ibis  country  in  183"). 

In  his  political  vicMvs,  our  subject  inclines 
to  tlu!  (leinocratic  party,  but  bus  no  aspira- 
tions fill-  ])ublic  ollice  Ixn-ond  necessary 
lociil  positions  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
good  citizen  to  fill  udicn  called  npon.  ife 
prelVrs  lo  attend  to  the  labors  upon  his  farm 
and  to  look  after  the  stock  upon  his  place  to 
the  troiii)ies  and  perplexities  of  olHco. 


T^REDERICK  W.  WORKING,  an  old  rcsi- 
Jp^  dent  and  a,  highly  successful  farmer  of 
the  county,  iias  his  home  on  section  10, 
(Nortli)  llntcbinson  township.  He  iirst  set- 
tled in  I  ho  county  in  18(15,  and  has  been  a 
citi/.en  of  this  locality  nearly  ever  since, 
invviiig  devoted  his  time  to  farming  and  ahso 
to  moving  buildings,  lie  is  a  native  of  Ccn- 
ti-e  county,  Penn.,  and  was  i)orn  January 
10.  1832.  llis  parents,  Jacob  and  Christina 
QV'lieeling')  "\\^)rkin<;\  were  natives  of  Scot- 
land and  Pennsylvania  respectively,  and  died 
in  the  latter  State. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  reared  to 
manhood  among  the  rugged  hills  and  fertile 


valleys  of  the  "Keystone  State,"  and  there 
received  his  education  in  the  excellent  schools 
]irovided  by  that  noble  commonwealth.  In 
1852.  ho  went  to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and 
from  there  to  Seneca  county,  and  there  tilled 
the  soil  on  a  rented  farm  for  some  twoyeai-s, 
at  tiio  end  of  which  time  he  came  to  !J[inne- 
sota.  lie  located  in  the  town  of  IIendei's6n, 
Siiiley  county,  and  for  a  year  and  a  half  was 
employed  on  the  government  survey,  then  in 
progress.  He  then  worked  at  tiie  ciirpenter's 
bench  until  Jfay,  1858,  and  tlien  went  to  Iowa. 
In  the  fall  he  came  back  to  Ilcriderson  and 
worlced  at  the  cnrpenter's  trade.  In  'Mtiy, 
ISfil,  he  a<jain  went  to  Iowa,  and  remained 
tiicro  until  October  of  the  same  year,  when  ho 
returned  lo  IVfinnesota  and  enlisted  in  Com- 
])aiiy  A,  Fourth  Hinncsota  Infantry,  and 
.sci'ved  until  Novemlier,  1803,  wiien  he  was 
dischnrged,  and  returned  to  this  State  and 
made  his  liome  in  Scott  c(ainty  until  the 
winter  of  1S(!5.  At  that  time  he  moved  to 
llcLeod  county  and  settled  near  -where 
Brownton  is  now  located.  A  year  later  he 
removed  to  Eagle  Lake,  wliere  lie  lived  some 
five  years,  after  which  he  went  to  Le  Sueur 
county  and  spent  two  years.  In  1874  he 
returned  to  this  jxirtion  of  the  State  and 
lociited  again  at  Eagle  Lake,  but  in  1877  he 
purchiised  tiie  place  where  he  now  resides 
and  moved  on  it. 

ill'.  AVorking  was  married,  December  24, 
1804,  to  Miss  Ilannali  B.  Tiifnnpson,  a  native 
of  Canada  East,  and  the  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  ]\[aria  (Dayton)  Thompson,  and  the 
issue  of  this  union  has  been  nine  cliildrcn — 
Jlary  A.,  Frederick  L.,  An<lrew  W.,I{ebecca 
A.,  Charles  L.,  Thyra,  M.,  Jacob  F.,  Lucy  L. 
and  Marion  IL,  all  of  whom  are  living  and 
at  home,  except  tiie  oldest  girl,  who  married 
Julius  Ivitzen.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Working 
died  in  California,  and  her  mother  makes 
her  home  in  that  State.  In  politics  our 
subject  is  a  prohibitionist,  and  in  religion  a 
Metiiodist. 
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JAMES  CQRR,  a  prosperous  and  able 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Winsted,  was  born 
in  County  Meatli,  Ireland,  in  1S32.  and  is  the 
son  of  Dennis  and  iLuy  (Kcelnn')  Ooi-r.  His 
peojile  were  small  farmers,  in  that  beautiful 
isle  and  as  the  inhabitants  are  all  poor,  he 
was  no  expection  to  tiie  general  rule  and  was 
I'eared  a  sliepherd.  In  his  day  aiid  land  the 
schools  were  a  rarity  and  tiio  little  chance  of 
receiving  any  education  was  when  tiie  '•  poor 
scholar'"camealonL'-.  ]n  the  fall  of  1853. havin£r 
attained  hisnuijorily,  and despaii'ing  of  ever 
bettering  ids  condition  in  the  o])presscd  land 
of  his  birth,  he  bade  adieu  to  "  Old  Erin"  and 
started  for  free  Amei'ica.  lie  embarked  on 
the  Callnmn,  but  upon  the  passage  over  tli,o 
dread  cholera  brolce  out  on  board  and  before 
it  had  ceased  its  ravages,  one  imndrcd  of  the 
passengei-s  and  sixteen  of  tlie  crew  had  suc- 
cumbed to  it  and  were  buried  in  the  deep. 
After  a  thirty-day  passage,  however,  our  sub- 
ject landed,  after  i)erforming  quarantine,  at 
the  port  of  New  York,  and  for  a  year  worked 
on  a  farm  at  Woodbridgc,  IST.  J.,  for 
seven  dollars  a  nionih  in  summer  and  six  in 
winter,  and  was  surprised  to  find  such  high 
wages  in  America.  From  there  he  came  to 
Freeport,  111.,  where  he  iiad  a  brother,  who 
was  working  on  the  railroad,  and  entered  in- 
to the  same  employment.  He  was  economical 
and  saved  his  nu)ney  and  at  the  end  of 
two  years  came  to  l^fcLeod  county,  !Minn., 
and  he  furnished  his  brother  with  the  means 
to  i)reompt  a  piece  of  land  on  section  liO,  in 
Winsted,  which  he  afterward  sold  out  and 
took  aliomestead  on  section  14-  and  has  since 
added  another  eighty  to  it,  thus  having  a  lino 
farm  of  ]G0  acres.. 

tiames  Oorr  was  married  February  ] 0,1 808, 
to  Miss  Mar}'  Cunningham,  a  native  of 
NeweryjCounty  Down,  Ireland, who  was  born 
July  12,  1848,  a  daughter  of  Peter  ami 
Eridget  (EurrelQ  Cunningham.  Hlie'  imd 
come  to  the  United  States  in  1SG7,  landing  in 
New  York,  and  proceeded  from  there  to 


Minneai)olis,  Avhcre  she  was  c'm])l()yed  at  do- 
mestic work  until  her  nuirriage.  Wy  their 
marriage  Mr.  and  .'l\[rs.  Ct)rr  are  the  parents 
of  ten  chihlren, as  follows — Mollie,  born  June 
25,1870;  Elizabeth,  born  . I  uno  27,  187^;  Den- 
nis Patrick,  born  March  I'.l,  1S71-;  John, born 
March  12,  1870;  ]\[ichaol,  ixjrn  October  12, 
1877;  Ann.'i,  born  November  12,  1S70;  Wwv- 
garet,  born  ]\[arch  25,  18S1:  Janu's,  l)orn 
l^farch  1883;  Peter,  born  IslwwAx  25,  1885; 
and  Franci.s,  born  l\rarch  25,  1887.  The  fam- 
ily' ai'e  members  of  thoOatbolic  church,  and 
in  political  nuitters  Mr.  Oorr  is  a  democrat. 

/^THAN  CRANDALL,  an  agriculturist 
of  the  town  of  Sumtei',  living  on 
secti(jn  23,  is  a  native  of  I'^raiiklin  county, 
N.  Y.,  born  January  16,  1822,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Edy  (Austin')  Craiulall.  The 
])arcnts  of  our  subject  were  natives  of  Phode 
Island,  who  had  emigrated  to  the  '•Green 
Mountain  State,"  in  17i)I,  with  their i)arenls. 

In  the  family  of  the  elder  (!raiidall, 
who  .settled  in  Franklin  ciMinly,  J\.  Y.,  in 
1818,  there  were  seven  bi'others  and  live 
sisters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  numhood  and 
womanhood,  the  first  to<lio  Ijeing  just  thirty- 
nine  years  of  age,  dying  on  his  birthday. 
The  youngest  now  living  is  sixty-four.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  ])a.ssed  to  her  reward 
in  184-2,  and  his  father  was  gathered  to  his 
fathers  in  lS(i8,  at  the  rijjo  old  age  of  ninety- 
one  years.  The  latter  Avas  a  num  of  a  very 
high  character  and  a  member  of  the  Free- 
AV'ill  Jiaptistand  Christian  churches  from  his 
fourteenth  year.  His  wife,  a  most  estinndiio 
and  zealous  Christian,  di'cw  her  siiiritual  con- 
solation from  the  Frec-Witl  Baptist  church. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  this  sketch  is 
written  received  the  elements  of  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  of  the  ]ilace  of 
his  birth  and  attended  the  Franklin  aeailemy. 
Leaving  the  latter  institution  at  the  age  of 
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twenty  lie  went  to  Cook  count}'-,  111.,  and 
there  couimenoed  teaching  school  and  fol- 
lowed that  profession  for  some  eight  or  nine 
3'ears. 

Diii'ing  the  gold  excitement  he  ^rent  to 
California,  and  was  for  five  3'ears  in  the 
mines  of  that  Eldorado.  On  returning  to  the 
East  lu!  spent  sonic  time  in  his  nn.tive  State, 
in  Illinois  and  in  ]\rissouri,  but  not  liking  the 
country  in  tlie  latter,  he  came  to  J\[innesota, 
arriving  in  this  county  in  1850.  lie  took  up 
a  claJni  wiiich  he  soon  sold  out  and  returned 
to  Oliicago,  where  he  taught  school  for  a 
period  of  ten  yeai's  more;  then  came  to 
this  town  and  located  on  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives,  having  bonglit  the  land  of  the 
originid  prei'mptor  in  IS01-. 

Wx.  Crandall  was  married,  April  20,  1804, 
to  l\F.iss  Elizabeth  M.Jland,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
born  Juno  K),  1831),  and  the  daughter  of 
Alva.  II.  and  ]\[a.roarettc^IIand.  Our  subject 
is  a  republican  in  his  politics  and  has  held 
the  ollicos  of  town  cleric,  assessor,  jnslice  of 
the  peace  and  is  more  or  less  connected  with 
the  affairs  of  the  township.  In  educational 
matters  lie  takes  a  great  interest,  as  is  natural, 
and  has  been  clerk  of  district  No.  20  for 
mn,ny  years.  His  wife,  a  most  excellent 
Christian  Avonian,  is  a  member  of  the  Episco- 
pal church. 


DWARD  C..BUCK,  a  young,  enterpris- 
ing  and  intelligent  agriculturist  of  the 
town  of  Glencoe,  livingon  section  3,  was  born 
in  this  county  on  the  place  where  he  now  re- 
sides, April  8,  1801,  and  is  the  son  of  B.  F. 
and  Sarah  OVadleitilQ  Buck,  natives  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Vernxjnt  respectively.  His 
parents  came  to  the  State  of  Minnesota  in 
the  year  1855  and  settled  on  the  farm  in 
Glencoe  township,  and  there  made  their 
home  until  the  Indian  outbreak  in  the  fall  of 
1802,  when  they  retired  to  Minneapolis  for 


safety,  and  remained  there  fpr  two  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  the  family 
returned  to  the  farm  and  made  their  home 
there  for  some  three  years,  and  then  re- 
moved to  the  village  of  Glencoe.  Two  years' 
residence  there  soon  passed,  and  then  they 
returned  to  their  place,  and  there  the  father 
was  content  to  stay,  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil  and  reaping  the  fruits  of  his  industry 
until  the  year  1887,  when  the  parents  of  our 
subject  moved  to  Glencoe  and  are  residents 
of  that  beautiful  village. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  reared  and 
educated  in  McLeod  county,  and  finished 
with  a  two  years'  course  at  the  college  at 
Northlield.  lie  was  married,  December  18, 
1880,  to  Miss  Ilattie  Ainswortli,  a  native  of 
Dodge  county,  and  the  daughter  of  Milo  and 
Eliza  (GreensHtt)  Ainswortli,  both  of  whom 
died  when  she  was  but  a  child  of  some  ten 
years.  Mr.  ]3iick  has  a  valuable  farm  and 
thoroughly  understands  its  management,  and 
is  meeting  with  considerable  success  in  his 
chosen  calling.  IIo  is  a  republican  in  his 
political  views,  and  is  one  of  the  rising  young 
men  of  the  town  and  county.  Closely  con- 
nected with  the  Congregational  church,  he 
is  a  consistent  and  zealous  Christian,  and 
devotes  time  and  money  to  religious  work. 
His  future  looks  bright,  for  in  addition  to  a 
natural  ability  he  has  the  advantages  of  a 
liberal  education,  and  these  two  will  always 
win  in  the  coui-se  of  a  man's  life.  He  and 
his  young  wife  have  the  respect  and  esteem 
of  all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact,  and 
are  industrious,  economical  and  of  sterling 
integrit}'. 


Tg)  EV.  ALVAH  A.  KENNEDY,  a  licensed 
_  P''^''^'''"^'"  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
c  lurch,  is  oxtensivel}--  engaged  in  the  culti- 
vation of  sorghum  and  the  inaufacture  of 
syrup,  on  his  farm  on  section  12,  Acoma 
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township.  His  wife  also  devotes  consider- 
able attentiqn  to  the  raising  of  small  fruit, 
from  which  she  derives  a  good  revenue. 

Mr.  Kennedy  was  born  in  Brooldield,  Mad- 
ison county,  JST.  Y.,  June  21,  1831,  and 
is  the  son  of  Avery  and  Joan  (Wilcox)  Kep- 
nedy,  natives  of  Vermont  and  New  York, 
respectively.  "When  he  was  about  a  year 
old  his  parents  moved  to  Pennsylvania, where 
his  father  was  engaged  in  farming  and  in 
preaching  the  Word,  for  he  was  a  Free-AVill 
Baptist  elder.  Our  subject  remained  with 
his  parents,  enjoying  the  advantages  of  the 
schools,  until  he  was  some  fifteen  yeai's  of 
age  when  he  commenced  learning  tlie  tan- 
ning trade  and  shoe  and  harness  making,  at 
Avhich  he  worked,  except  such  time  as  he 
spent  in  the  "seminary  at  Charlotteville, 
N.  Y.,  up  to  18C4.  In  the  latter  year  he 
first  came  to  Minnesota,  and  settled  on  his 
brother-in-law's  farm  in  the  town  of  Lynn, 
this  county.  There  he  lived  for  a  year,  and 
in  the  following  spring  moved  to  the  village 
of  Hutchinson  and  resided  in  the  fort  for  a 
year.  From  there  he  went  to  Cedar  Mills, 
and  taking  a  homestead  made  his  home  on 
it  some  seven  years.  After  seven  months 
spent  upon  the  old  place  in  Lynn,  he  returned 
to  his  home  in  the  "  Keystone  State,"  where 
he  was  engaged  in  preaching  the  Gospel  and 
in  working  at  his  trade  until  the  Centennial 
year,  when  he  came  back  to  Minnesota. 
Eenting  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Cedar  Mills, 
Meeker  county,  he  lived  therefor  a  time; 
then  moved  to  Boon  Lake  townshij),  Ren- 
ville county  ;  a  year  later  removed  to  Lynn 
township,  McLeod  county,  where  he  spent  a 
like  period.  His  next  move  was  to  Collins 
township,  where  he  remained  for  about  three 
yeai'S,  and  then  he  bought  his  present  place 
and  moved  thither. 

Mr.  jKennedy  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds 
of  marriage,  April  Y,  1857,  with  Miss  Mar- 
garet Belinda  Butler,  who  was  born  in  Del- 
mar,  Tioga  county,  Penn.,  June  22,  1839, 


and  is  the  daughter  of  Wellman  and  ila- 
tilda  (Sterile)  Butler,  and  the  issue  of  their 
union  has  been  eight  children  of  whom  the 
following  is  the  record — Wellman  B.  was 
born'in  Penns3dvania,  March  IC,  1858,  and 
married  Miss  Rosabel  Pierce.  February  1, 
1886,  and  is  the  father  of  one  child,  Eleiior 
Margaret.  Emma  Matilila  was  born  in  the 
same  State,  July  14,  1801,  and  was  mai'ried 
September  25,  188i,  to  W.  Jl.  ^Moore,  and 
is  the  mother  of  two  cliiklrcn,  Linnieli.  and 
William  E.;  Daniel  C.  was  born  in  the  "  Land 
of  Penn,"  February  27,  1804,  and  nuxrricd 
Miss  E.  Jane  Pierce,  August  31,  1S85,  and 
has  one  daughter.  Myrtle  R.;  JNIary  E.  first 
saw  the  light  in  Minnesota,  as  did  the  rest 
of  the  children,  ^fay  20,  1800.  John  E.  was 
boi-n  September  20,  1808.  Margaret  I>.  was 
born  February  3,  1871,  and  was  called  home 
November  21,  1874.  Rosa  Grace  was  boi'u 
July  15,  1S77,  and  Philura  Jane,  whose  birtii 
took  place  June  30, 1870,  died  the  same  day. 

Mr.  Kennedy  has  been  a  faithful  watcii- 
man  upon  the  walls  of  Zion  anil  luis  labored 
luird  in  the  work  of  the  ilaster,  and  has  his 
reward  in  the  consciousness  of  having  done 
his  duty.  He  has  given  little  attention  to 
politics,  but  has  held  the  oHice  of  clerk  of 
the  school  board. 

HARLES  HARTMANN,  one  of  the  most 
progressive  farmers  of  Lynn  township, 
is  a  native  of  Prussia,  born  October  lS:!i!). 
He  is  the  son  of  Ernest  and  Sophia  (Kluhii) 
Hartmann,  who  were  natives  of  that  portion 
of  the  German  Empire.  His  father  and 
mother  died  in  his  youth,  the  latter  when  ho 
was  seven  j'cars  okl,  the  foriner  eight  year.-5 
after,  and  at  the  time  of  the  latter  event  he 
commenced  learning  tiie  carpenter's  trade 
and  followed  that  line  of,J)usincss  through 
German}',  Swilzeriand,  Denmai'k,  Franco, 
Holland,  etc. 
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"\\^Iien  our  subjoct  was  some  tu'enty-five 
yciirs  of  iig'olic  ciimo  to  tliis('oniitr_y. iirriving 
on  llie  sJioros  of  Aniorica,  August  T,  isr)4. 
Alter  liuuling  at  tiie  port  ol"  New  York,  lie 
went  to  Cliiciigo  and  engaged  at  liis  craft 
and  followed  it  in  that  place  J'or  a  short  time 
and  tlien  went  to  Elgin,  111.,  where  ]ie  was 
engiiged,  in  conijiaiiv  with  w  ])arLner,  in  build- 
ing lor  'A  yo!ir.  At  the  ex])iration  of  that 
time  ho  went  to  I'nrJington,  Wis.,  whore  ho 
niiido  his  home  for  twelve  years,  mostof  tiie 
time  working  at  his  trade.  During  tliat  pe- 
riod ho  made  a  trip  to  Pike's  Peak,  Colo., 
and  to  the  Lake  Sn])erior  country,  and  in 
both  pi  aces  lollowed  jniJlwrighting  and  car- 
pentering. 

In  Septendjor,  18(il,  ]\[r.^I]artinanii  cnli.sted 
in  Oomi)!my  E,  Kinth  A^isconsin  Infantry, 
and  served  some  eighteen  months.  At  the 
battle  of  Ncwionin.  AFo.,  September  ;50, 18(12, 
he  was  wounded  in  tiieiiead  and  with  otlicrs 
of  his  regiment  was  captured  by  the  reijols. 
lie  was  held  in  prison  until  Deccmijer,  when 
lie  was  pai'(jK!d,  and  on  his  arrival  at  Pen- 
ton  I'arracks,  lie  wa.s  dischai'ged.  About 
eiglitecn  months  after  his  return  to  hishome, 
iiu  came  to  Minnesota,  and  settled  on  a  home- 
stead on  section  (i,  whoiv  he  now  lives. 

Mr.Jlarlnuinn  was nnirried,  iMarcli  fi,  ISTl, 
to  Miss  (.'hrisiina.  llihiebrant,  the  daughter 
of  Louis  and  Sophia  llildcljrai^t.  but  who 
died  April  Ki.  PSSL,  leaving  four  children, 
vi/,— John,  horn  Kfay  JO,  1S72;  Emma,  born 
June  1874;  liulda,  born  Jidy  17,  1S7(), 
and  Mary  horn  Septend)er  IS,  1878. 



lif  RANKLIN  B.  DEAN,  the  cashier  of  the 
Ji.''-'-  IMcLeiid  county  bank,  is  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  the  village  of  Glcncoc, 
where  be  r(>sides,  coming  lici'c  in  j\!arch, 
1857.  In  eom])aMy  with  P.  P.  Seaver,  he 
entered  into  the  general  merchandise  trade 
in  the  little  handet  and  continued  in  that 


line  for  some  five  years.  In  January,  1S60, 
he  was  appointed  county  superintendent  of 
schools,  deputy  register  of  deeds  and  deputy 
auditor,  and  ciirried  on  all  three  of  the 
otHces  at  once.  In  1802  lie  was  elected  to 
the  olHce  of  county  auditor  and  remained  in 
the  P.ime  until  1870,  either  as  officer  or 
deputy.  lie  had  been  appointed  to  iill  the 
position  of  judge  of  the  probate  court  in 
1807,  and  fullilled  the  duties  of  that  jilace, 
at  the  siinic  time  he  was  looking  after  tlie 
auditor's  oHice.  In  1871  Jie  went  into  the 
ollice  of  the  auditor  of  Hennepin  connty,  as 
deputy,  and  was  there  about  eighteen  months, 
and  returning  to  tliis  place,  in  the  fall  of  1872, 
in  company  Avith  A.  M.  Knight,  entered  into 
the  real  estate,  loan  and  insurance  business. 
Tliat  line  of  business  was  followed  by  them 
until  1883,  when  the  ])resent  bank  was  or- 
ganized and  the  building  they  occupy  was 
erected,  lie  has  held  several  of  the  town 
offices  and  lias  been  the  mavor  of  the  villace. 

]\rr.  Pean  is  a  native  of  Windsor  connty, 
Yt.,  born  July  22,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of 
Eli  and  Lydia  II.  Dean,  lie  was  reared  on 
a  farm,  attending  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  State  and  graduating  from  thoTliet- 
ford  Academy  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  At 
that  time  he  went  to  Massachusetts  and 
there  renniined  until  tlii'ee  years  later,  when 
he  returned  home  and  taught  school  until 
coming  to '  jMinncsota.  He  was  married, 
October  2,  1802,  to  Miss  Verlinda  S.  Dean, 
and  they  arc  the  parents  of  seven  children. 

JOHN  P.  JUNGCLAUS.  an  extensive  far- 
mer of  the  town  of  Sumte]-,  came  to 
Lins  county  April  17,  1SG4,  and  located  in 
Glcncoe  township  where  lie  resided  about  a 
year  and  then  moved  to  his  present  farm  qn 
sections  3  and  10  in  Sumter  and  32  in  Kich 
Yalley  township.  He  owns  some  420  acres 
and  devotes  his  attention  to  mixed  farming 
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and  has  one  of  the  most  pleasant  homes  in  the 
county.  The  improvements  are  of  an  excel- 
lent character  and  are  all  the  result  of  his  own 
exertions.  He  has  a  fine  herd  of  grade  cattle, 
some  sixty-five  head,  and  some  ten  horses. 

Mr.  Jungclaus  was  born  in  Holstein,  Ger- 
many, November  10,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of 
■^John  Henry  and  Antje  (Fail')  Jungclaus.  both 
of  whom  are  residents  of  that  portion  of  the 
German  Empire,  and  who  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  May  27, 1888.  The  old  peo- 
ple had  a  family  of  five  children,  as  follows — 
Henry,  John  P.,  Claus,  Jacob,  Sophia  and 
Lena  0.  Jacob  died  in  1886  in  Glencoe 
township.  Our  subject  was  educated  in  his 
native  land  and  after  receiving  a  liberal  share 
of  schooling'.-learned  the  carpenter's  trade 
and  after  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years  Avorked  at  it  for  five  more.  In  1864 
he 'came  to  America  and  on  his  arrival  at 
New  York,  turned  his  steps  toward  MoLeod 
county,  Minn.,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since. 

Mr.  Jungclaus  was  married  October  12, 
1865,  to  Miss  Lena  Thompson,  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Catherine  Thompson,  and  a 
native  of  Holstein,  Germany,  but  who  Avas 
reared  and  educated  in  Cook  county.  III. 
They  are  the  parents  of  seven  living  chil- 
dren, as  follows — Mary  Catherina,  Henl'v, 
Frank,  Lizzie,  Charles,  Otto  and  Birdie. 
Our  subject  is  a  republican  in  politics  and 
has  held  several  local  offices,  the  most  im- 
portant being  that  of  supervisor.  He  is,  also, 
the  president  of  the  Sumter  Fire  Insurance 
Society  and  is  one  of  the  most  public  spirited 
citizens  in  the  township.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  German  Evangical  Lutheran 
church  and  are  foremost  in  all  good  work 
and  have  the  esteem  of  all. 

^^TENRY  OTTO,  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous  and  well-to-do  farmers  of  the 
town  of  Lynn,  and  one  of  its  leading  and 
representative  citizens,  is  a  native  of  Prussia, 


and  was  born  February  4, 1849.  When  he 
was  about  twelve  years  old,  he  was  brought 
to  this  country  by  his  parents,  Gottlieb  and 
Henrietta  ("Wehrmeister)  Otto,  who  settled 
on  a  farm  in  the  county  of  Nicolet,  this 
State.  Engaged  in  working  on  the  farm  and 
in  attending  the  district  school,  he  passed  his 
time  until  March  22,  1872,  when  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Frederika  Dall- 
man.  The  lady  is  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Joanna Dallman,  and  was  born  in  Prussia, 
April  27, 1853.  At  that  time  he  moved  upon 
a  small  farm  he  had  purchased,  he  and  his 
brothers,  Carl  and  August,  having  worked 
for  other  parties  to  raise  the  means  of  buy- 
ing themselves  farms.  Closely  occupied  in 
the  improvement  of  his  place,  he  spent  the 
next  six  years  thereon,  but  at  the  expiration 
of  that  time  sold  out  and  removed  to  this 
county  and  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres 
of  land  on  section  21,  Lynn  township.  To 
this  farm  he  has  added  some  280  acres,  and 
has  now  one  of  the  finest  estates  in  the  toAvn. 

Mr.  Otto  and  his  estimable  Avife  are  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows — Albert, 
born  February  15,  1873 ;  Wilhelmina,  born 
January  4,  1875 ;  Martha,  born  September 
23,  1876;  Henry,  born  August  27,  1878; 
E(i?,ward,  born  June  24,  1880 ;  Annie,  born 
April  18,  1882;  Frederika,  born,  February 
19,  1884 ;  Emma,  born  March  7,  1886,  and 
Maria,  born  April  5,  1888.  •'  , 

The  family  ai-e  members  of  the  German 
Luthei-an  church,  and  are  prominent  in  all 
religious  work.  Mr.  Otto  is  a  sJrong  adher- 
'  ent  to  the  principles  formulated  by  the  dem- 
ocratic party  in  his  politics,  and  has  held 
several  local  oflices,  among  Avhlch  \vero  those 
of  assessor,  town  treasurer,  road  overseer  and 
school  director,  and  in  all  of  these  has  won 
golden  opinions  from  those  most  interested. 
Although  his  father  came  to  this  country  Avith 
comparatively  nothing,  both  he  and  liis  sons 
have  all  acquired  competencies  and  ai-e  ranketl 
among  the  wealthy  men  of  their  locality. 
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#EORGE  DREW,  a  retired  farmer,  liv- 
ing oil  section  29,  Glencoe  township, 
with  iiis  son,  Lincohi,  is  a  native  of  the  town 
of  Bordiiain,  Lincoln  countj^  Me.,  born 
September  1,  1818,  and  is  the  son  of  Cor- 
nelius and  Mchctabcl  (Springer)  Drew.  He 
was  brought  up  in  tlie  "  Old  Pine  Tree 
State,"  and  tiiere  received  the  elements  of 
his  education.  In  18.54,  he  decided  to  come 
to  Minnesota  and  arrived  in  the  State  in 
June  of  tiiat  year.  He  remained  at  St.  Paul 
for  one  year  after  wliich  he  went  to  the  site 
of  Minnea])oiis,  wliere  tliere  was  a  black- 
smith forge  at  the  time.  He  was  one  of  tlie 
original  settlors  of  tiiat  city.  Tiiat  year  ho 
rented  a  farm  and  tilled  it  on  shares  but  the 
following  season  he  pre-empted  170  acres  of 
land  within  six  miles  of  Minneapolis,  and 
carried  on  fanning  tiiero  until  188Y,  wiien  lie 
sold  out  and  came  to  IMcLc'od  county,  and 
makes  liis  Iiome  with  his  son. 

]\[r.  Drew  and  Miss  Betiiiali  Pnitt  were 
united  in  tiio  holy  bonds  of  matrimoiny,  Sep. 
tember  1,  1839,  and  the  result  of  their  mar- 
ringo  Avas  six  children,  as  follows— David, 
Eh.  Lincoln  and  Hettie,  all  living,  and 
James  and  George,  deceased.  Mrs.  Drew 
was  called  away  from  his  side  by  the  reaper 
Death,  November  22,  1883,  and  her  remains 
were  interred  in  Lakewoods'  cemetery.  In 
his  political  views,  INfr.  Drew  is  a  warm  sup. 
porter  of  the  principles  and  candidates  of  the 
republican  party,  and  has  always  taken  a 
considerable  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  sue. 
cess  of  that  organization. 

Lincoln  Drrw,  the  son  of  George  and 
Bethiah  (Pratt)  Drew,  first  saw  the  light, 
August  2(1,  1800,  in  Hennepin  county,  Minn., 
and  was  reared  in  that  ]iortion  of  the 
State.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
common  scliools  of  bis  native  county  and 
early  in  life  commenced  the  study  of  agricult- 
ure. He  came  to  tliis  county  in  J8ST,  and 
settled  on  the  farm  he  now  owns  on  section 
29,  in  Glencoe  township.    He  was  married 


July  24,  1882,  to  Miss  Lillian  McDougall. 
who  was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  and  a 
daughter  of  Dixon  J.  and  Harriet  _(Gojg) 
McDougall,  who  were  natives  of  Canada  and 
New  York  respectively.  By  this  union  tliere 
have  been  born  a  family  of  two  children — Eli 
and  Jennie.  In  his  political  faith  Lincoln 
Drew  is  a  strong  and  staunch  adherent'  to 
the  republican  party  and  is-one  of  the  town's 
most  valued  citizens. 

MLONZO  L.  BROWN,  the  founder  of 
the  village  of  Br6wnton,and  one  of  its 
most  prominent  citizens,  is  a  native  of  Au- 
burn, N.  Y.,  born  November  8, 1838.  He  is 
a  son  of  Samuel  Blake  and  Ann  Gilman 
(Leigliton)  Brown,  his  father  being  a  native 
of  East  Andover,  N.  IL,  born  October  6, 
1811.  His  mother  was  born  at  Falmouth, 
Me.,  ]\ray  1,  1812.  The  parents  were  mar- 
ried October  6,  1835,  at  Milton,  Mass.,  and 
removed  to  Auburn,  K  Y.,  about  183C,  and 
from  that  city,  October  8,  1855',  to  Dixon, 
and  then  to  Freeport,  111.  In  the  montli  of 
April,  1857,  S.'  B.  Brown  and  son,  Charles 
IT.,  came  to  McLcod  county,  Minn.,  and 
settled  on  the  east  half  of  the  northwest 
quarter  and  the  west  half  of  the  northeast 
quarter  of  section  8,  township  114,  range  29, 
(Ponn)  and  after  hiring  William  Anncs 
(who  lived  on  the  land  adjoining,  and  on 
which  he  settled  with  his  family  in  1855, 
coming  from  Ohio,)  to  erect  a  log  house,  re- 
turned to  Freeport.  The  only  permanent 
settlers  at  that  time  in  this  township  that 
they  remember  of,  were  William  Amies  and 
Thompson  Laraway.  The  othei'S  were  squat- 
ters who  had  filed  on  land  to  preempt,  and 
erected  8x10  basswood  shanties.  Now  Auburn 
then  contained  three  or  four  houses.  Charles 
II.  remained  at  Mr.  Armes.  About  October 
8,  1857,  A.  L.  Brown  arrived  in  Ponn,  and 
with  his  younger  brother,  Charles  TI.,  took 
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up  his  residence  on  the  land  filed  on,  where 
they  lived  that  winter  on  the  open  prairie,  in 
a  shanty  10x12,  huilt  of  inch  basswood 
boai'ds  simply  banked  up  and  battened.  In 
the  month  of  April,  1858,  Samuel  B._Brown 
arrived  with  his  family,  and  settled  on  their 
claim,  and  lived  on  it  until  driven  away  by 
the  Indians,  August  19,  1862,  when  they 
went  to  St,  Paql.  Mr.  Brown  returned  soon 
afterward  to  the  farm  with  his  two  sons, 
Augustus  and  Andrew,  and  remained  put- 
ting up  hay  until  the  Indians  murdered  Sam- 
uel "White  and  his  family  on  the  west  side  of 
Lake  Addie,  about  two  miles  distant.  Mr. 
Brown  returned  witli  his  family  to  their  farm 
in  December,  1864.  The  town  of  Penn  as 
first  organized,  Avas  a  voting  precinct,  and 
consisted  of  four  townships— 114,  ranges  29 
and  30—115,  ranges  29  and  30..  The  first 
settlers  were  Robert  E.  Grimshaw,  William 
J.  White,  David  Oraig  and  John  Pollock, 
who  settled  on  sections  29  and  30,  township 
115,  range  29.  These  people  came  here  in  the 
summer  of  1855,  from  Philadelphia,  Penn.. 
and  named  the  precinct  Penn.  The  first 
election  was  held  at  the  log  house  of  R.  E. 
Grimshaw.  on  the  southwest  of  section  29. 
The  town  of  Collins  was  set  off  fi-om  Penn 
in  1866,  and  Round  Grove  and  Sumter  in 
1868.  In  organizing  the  town  of  Sumter, 
A.  L.  Brown  wrote  and  circulated  the  peti- 
tion and  appointed  a  time  for  meeting  at  the 
house  of  William  Healey,  where  the  name 
of  Sumter  was  chosen,  in  memory  of  Fort 
Sumter.  Lake  Addie  was  named  by  R.  E. 
Grimshaw,  in  honor  of  Miss  Addie  Hoag, 
of  Minneapolis,  daughter  of  0.  A.  lloag, 
who  was  at  Grimshaw's  settlement  at  the 
time  on  a  visit.  The  first  child  born  was 
Kate  Grimshaw  in  185T,  and  the  first  death 
was  tliat  of  Mrs.  Mary  Grimshayv  (wife  of  R. 
E.)  the  same  year. 

Alonzo  L.  Brown  was  educated  at  the  Au- 
burn Academy  and  the  public  schools  of  that 
city.  On  September  26,  1861,  witli  his  broth- 


er, Charles  II.,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
Fourth  Regiment,  Minnesota  Infantry,  and 
was  in  all  the  battles  with  his  regiment,  and 
July  24,  1863,  after  the  capture  of  Vicks- 
burg,  was  promoted  to  First  Lieutena.nt  and 
Captain  of  Company  E,  Fiftieth  Regiment 
United  States  Colored  Infantrj'— he  having 
assisted  in  organizing  this  regiment.  lie 
served  until  March  20,  1866,  when  he  was 
honorably  mustered  out.  During  the  last 
eiglit  months  of  his  service  he  hud  command 
of  a  district  in  the  southern  part  of  Ala- 
bama. 

On  November  18,  1865,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Bedina  E.  Savage,  daughter  of  Patrick 
Savage,  F.  R.  S.,  a  graduate  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Dublin,  Ireland,  aiul  Princpal  of 
Fi-anklin  Academy,  at  Montgomery,  Ala. 
Miss  Savage  waa  born  at  Ivanturk,  Ireland, 
July  8,  1839. 

Captain  A.  L.  Brown  first  obtained  the 
land  on  which  the  village  of  Brownton  is  lo- 
cated, of  John  Pollock,  in  the  spring  of  1859, 
and  occupied  it  until  he  enlisted  in  the  army, 
and  as  soon  as  mustered  out,  settled  about 
May  1,  1866,  on  the  farm,  and  continued 
farming  and  keeping  dairy.  The  ohiltlron 
born  to  them  were — Katie  Anna,  born  Sep- 
tember 13, 1866,  died  April  21,  1867 ;  Eugene 
Hudson,  born  December  23, 1868,  died  April 
3,  1869;  Mary  Alice,  born  October  12,  1870; 
and  Annie  Viola,  born  September  27,  1872. 

Tlie  village  of  Brownton  was  surveyed 
June  10,  1878.  On  the  18th  the  track  was 
laid  and  the  switches  put  in.  The  first  lot 
was  sold  to  Strickland  &  JM^L  for  a  "  gen- 
eral store."  They  broke  the  ground  for  it 
June  11th.  The  lirst  building  erected  was  a 
lumber  otfice  by  GriswoUl  &  Latta  of  Glen- 
coe,  under  supervision  of  their  agent,  D.  B. 
Johns.  The  plat  of  the  village  was  liled  and 
recorded  July  1, 1878,  and  covered  the  south- 
west quarter  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 29.  The  post  ofiice  was  established  Octo- 
ber 15, 1878,  with  A.  L.  Brown  as  postnuister. 


644 


McLEOD  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA. 


l^pURT  W.  DAY,  the  editor  and  proprie- 
tor  of  the  Hutchinson  Leader^  is  a 
native  of  Groen  county,  "Wis.,  born  July  5, 
1859.  His  parents  were  Jonas  G.,  and 
Betsey  W.  (Stroud')  Day,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Vermont,  the  father  of 
"Welsh  descent  and  the  mother  of  old  Puritan 
stock. 

Jonas  G.  Day  first  came  "West  in  1842, 
when  he  visited  Fort  Dearborn,  now  Chicago, 
and  other  parts  of  what  was  then  "the 
western  wilderness,"  —  now  one  of  the 
wealthiest  regions  in  America.  lie  returned 
to  Vermont  and  was  married  September  21, 
1843.  In  1845  they  came  to  "Wisconsin,  and 
settled  on  Sun  Prairie,  Dane  county,  where 
he  purchased  a  farm.  Later  he  engaged  in 
an  extensive  mercantile,  flouring  and  saw- 
mill business,  in  Attica,  Green  county,  which 
ho  followed  for  some  ten  years.  In  1855,-he 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  these  industries 
ami  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising 
until  1860,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to 
"Webster  City,  Iowa.  There  ho  was  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits  for  three  years  and  he 
then  went  to  the  vicinity  of  Esthorville  and 
purchased  an  improved  farm.  Later  he 
removed  to  Fairmont,  ]\[inn.,  where  his  sons, 
Frank  A.,  and  Burt  AV.,  Avere  engaged  in  the 
publication  of  the  Martin  Gounty  Sentinel. 
In  December,  1880,  he  moved  to  Jackson, 
where  Burt  W.  Avas  then  publishing  the 
RejnibUc,  and  there  Jonas  G.  Day  remained 
until  the  time  of  his  death  whicli  occurred 
April  29,  1887.  A  man  of  the  strictest 
integrity,  genial  and  well-informed,  he  left 
a  wide  circle  of  friends  who  sincerely 
mourned  his  death. 

Burt  "W.  Day,  whose  name  heads  this  arti- 
cle, received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Hamilton,  "Webster  and  Emmet 
counties,  Iowa,  and  in  the  winter  of  1876 
tatight  a  term  of  school  in  Emmet  county. 
The  following  spring  he  went  to  Fairmont, 
Minn.,  where  with  his  brother  Frank  A.,  he 


became  interested  in  the  publication  of  the 
Marii)i  County  Setitinel.  In  December,  188Q, 
he  moved  to  Jackson,  Minn.,  and  became  edi- 
tor and  proprietor  of  the  JieptiUic,  which 
he  operated  successfully  for  over  six  years. 
In  1887,  he  purchased  the  Hutchinson  Leader, 
the  first  issue  under  his  administration  bear- 
ing the  date  of  July  22.  At  the  same  time 
he  purchased  the  job  office  of  J.  B.  Barber 
and  consolidated  the  two.  To  this  outfit  he 
has  added  a  power  press  with  steam  fixtures 
so  that  he  now  has  one  of  the  best  equipped 
offices  in  this  part  of  the  State.  He  has  ma- 
terially increased  the  circulation  of  the  paper 
since  taking  hold  of  it,  and  altered  its  ap- 
peai'ance  much  for  the  better.  In  political 
matters  Mr.  Day  is  a  republican,  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  cam- 
paigns of  his  party.  In  January,  1884,  he 
was  appointed  second  assistant  secretary  of 
the  State  Senate,  and  in  January,  1886,  he 
was  elected  first  assistant  seorefary  of  the 
same  body.  He  is  a  tliorough  newspaper 
jnan,  a  pungent  writer  and  a  careful  and  suc- 
cessful business  man.  The  whole  Day  family 
seem  to  drift  naturally  to  tho  newspaper 
business  as  tho  three  brotliera  are  all  editors 
and  proprietors  of  successful  and  well-known 
papers.  II  arwood  G.  Day  is  proprietor  of 
the  Albert  Lea  Standard;  Frank  A.  is  pro- 
jirietor  of  the  Martin  County  Sentinel,  and 
is  the  present  State  senator  from  his  district ; 
and  Burt  "W.  is  running  the  Leader.  ' 

Burt  "W.  Day  and  Miss  Emma  B.  AV"ard,of 
Fairmont,  Miim.,  were  married  November 
19, 1881. 


TMTON.  AXEL  H.  REED,  of  Glencoe,  Mc- 
Jp2l  I-cod  county,  Minn.,  was  born  in 
Hartford,  Oxford  county,  Me.,  Marcli  13, 
1835.    His  father  was  Sampson  Eeed,  who 
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was  a  prominent  farmer  and  cattle  drover, 
residing  on  the  old  homestead  of  his  father, 
whose  name  was  also  Sampson  and  who  was 
born  in  Meri;jmac,  Mass,,  and  moved  from 
Groton,  that  State,  to  Hartford,  Me.,  about, 
the  year  17T5. .  His  great-grandmother,  on 
his  father's  side,  was  Sally  Ellis,  nm  Brad- 
ford, a  great-granddaughter  of  Governor 
IBi'adford,  who  came  over  in  the  Mayflower. 
His  mother  was  Huldah  Bisbee.  daughter  of 
Elisha  Bisbce,  who  was  born  in  Penbrook, 
Mass.,  and  granddaughter  of  Charles  Bisbee. 
born  in  East  Bridgwater,  Mass.,  in  1726, 
who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  in  the 
colonial  army. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  upon  the 
old  homestead  farm  with  his .  father  until 
nineteen  years  of 'age,  he  being  tiie  youngest 
of  a  faiir.ily  of  seven  children,  when  lie  struck 
out  for  tlie  West  to  carve  his  own  fortune, 
unaided  and"  alone.  His  schooling  was  ob- 
tained at  the  district  school  of  his  native 
town,  and  at  the  South  Paris  Normal  Sciiool, 

Hefirst  stopped  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  wliero 
he  worked  tlirough  the  summer  season  of 
1855-56  at  brick-making,  also  for  a  time  in 
widening  the  Erie  canal,  attending  school  in 
the  winter.  In  tlio  fall  of  1855  ho  worked 
on  a  farm  at  Eockford,  HI,  for  Joel  S.  Siiear- 
jnan.  Anxious  to  reach  Minnesota  he  re- 
fused a  pleasant  indoor  winter  joi)  and  took 
the  last  l)oat  coming  up  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  during  that  winter  spent  the 
time  at  St.  Cloud  and  Clearwater,  building 
claim  shanties  and  splitting  oak  rails. 

In  the  spring  of  1856  he  went  down  to  Min- 
neapolis, a  village  then  of  loss  than  5,000 
inhabitants,  to  obtain  work  at  brickmaking 
and  there  obtained  a  contract  for  maicing 
brick  at  Glencoe,  for  the  newly  organized 
"  Glencoe  Town  Site  Compan}'."  He  made 
his  way  on  foot  all  the  way  from  iMinneap- 
olis  througli  the  "Big  Woods"  to  Glencoe 
before  there  was  any  public  conveyance  or 
even  roads.   He  immediately  started  a  brick- 


yard and  took  up  a  pre-emption  claim  near 
the  town  site.  Erom  that  time  until  1861 
he  Avas  engaged  in  farming,  brick-making 
and  trapping  furs. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  ,the  war  he  was 
among  the  lirst  seven  from  McLcc'd  county 
to  volunteei",  entering  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany K,  Second  Regiment  Minnesota  Yoiun- 
teer  Infantry,  being  mustei'ed  in  at  Fort 
Snelling.  He  refused  a  ili'st  lieutenant's 
commission  which  was  offered  him,  he  rojily- 
ing  that  "  he  did  not  considoi-  himself  quali- 
fied for  a  private  much  less  an  oHicer,  besides 
he  proposed  to  go  into  a  i-ogiment  tliat  was 
likely  to  be  called  South  and  do  some  figiit- 
ing."  He  served  in  the  Second  Regiment, 
Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry  from  its  or- 
ganization to  the  end  of  the  war.  lie  passed 
the  grades  of  promotion  of  corporal,  duty 
and  orderly  sergeant,  sei'goant  major,  second 
and  lirst  lieutenant,  wliicii  rank  he  hold 
when  mustered  out  of  service.  He  served  as 
orderly  sergeant  of  his  company  nearly  two 
yeai-s  and  a  half,  and  while  in  tliat  cajiacity 
commanded  his  company  in  tiie  storming  of 
Missioiniry  Ridge,  near  Chattanooga,  Tcnn., 
November  25,  1863,  and  at  the  iiead  of  his 
company,  after  passing  over  tlio  enemy's 
works  at  the  top  of  the  I'idge,  lie  received 
a  wound  from  wliicli  ho  suffered  tlie  loss  of 
his  right  arm.  He  had  up  to  this  time  been 
engaged  in  every  march,  skirmish  or  battle  his 
regiment  had  engaged  in,  including  !ft[ill 
Spring,  in  BuoU's  march  to  Pittsburg  Land- 
ing in  tlie  siege  and  battles  anmnd  Corinth, 
Miss.,  back  in  the  noted  "  Ihicll-Bragg"  cam- 
])aign  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  to  Porryville, 
participating  in  that  battle  fought  October 
9,  1802. 

After  i)assing  sixty  days  in  hospital  at 
Chattanooga,  he  so  far  recovered  as  to  re- 
join his  company  and  i-ogiment,  refusing  his 
discharge  tendereil  him.  Ho  served  on  as 
oi'derly  sergeant  until  June,  1S04-,  when  he 
was  promoted  as  sergeant  majoi*  of  his  regi- 
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ment  near  Kencsaw  Mountain,  Ga.,  and 
served  out  his  full  tliree  years  as  an  en- 
listed man,  then  mustered  in  on  a  lieuten- 
ant's commission.  Uj)  to  this  time  he  had 
served  continually  in  the  Second  Minnesota 
Eegiment  under  Col.  II.  P.  Van  Qleve,  later 
general,  and  in  the  brigade  of  "  Robert  L. 
McCook,"  popularly  known  as  "  Bob  Mc- 
Cook's  Brigiule,"  which  won  laurels  at  the 
battle  of  Mill  Springs.  lie  Avas  near  General 
McOook  when  he  was  killed  by  gucri'illas 
in  Northern  Alabama  in  August,  1802.  He 
also  served  in  the  noted  Fourteenth  Army 
Corps  from  its  organization  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  so  long  commanded  by  that 
noble  old  Roman  general,  George  H.  Thomas, 
who,  with  his  corps,  won  great  distinction  at 
Ohiokamauga,  in  which  our  subject  partici- 
pated in  the  two  days'  battle,  September  10 
and  21),  1863.  lie  was  specially  mentioned  in 
general  orders  for  meritorious  conduct  in 
the  battles  of  Chickamauga  and  Missionary 
Eidgo. 

After  receiving  his  commission  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  capture  of  Athmta,  and  in 
the  cami)aign  back  after  "  Hood's  Ai-my 
to  Home,  Ga.,  and  then  with  Sherman  from 
"Atlanta  to  the  Sea"  at  Savannah,  then 
through  the  Carolinas  to  "Washington,  D.  C, 
when  the  war  was  vii-tually  ended.  He  was 
hero  transferred  to  the  command  of  a  com- 
pany in  the  Twenty-third  Missouri  Infantry, 
but  returned  to  his  regiment  at  Louisville, 
K3^,  came  back  to  the  State,  and  received 
bis  final  muster-out  fi'oni  the  United  States 
service  with  his  regiment  July  18,  1805. 

lie  tiien  came  hack  to  Glencoe,  and  in 
company  with  Capt.  Thoeny,  with  whom 
ho  had  served  during  the  war,  entered  the 
mercantile  business,  which  lie  has  success- 
fully conducted  ever  since  to  this  writing 
in  1888. 

In  1879  he  helped  lay  out  the  town  site 
of  Bird  Island,  Iteiiville  county,  and  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother-in-law,  Joseph  Rich- 


ardson, built  a  large  store  and  grain  elevator, 
at  that  point,  and  conducted  the  mercantile 
and  grain  business  there  for  five  years. 

In  1881  he  organized  "  The  First  National 
Bank  of  Glencoe,"  built  a  brick  building  for 
its  business,  and  has  been  president  of  the 
institution  ever  since  its  organization. 

He  lias  carried  on  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing quite  extensively,  and  is  a  breeder  of 
thoroughbred  Ilolstein  cattle,  and  takes  great 
pride  in  his  farm  operations. 

lie  has  expended  nearly  $50,000  in  build- 
ings in  his  own  town  in  dwellings,  store- 
buildings,  a  large  steam  elevator,  brick  bank- 
building,  a  three-story  hotel,  and  a  brick- 
block  containing  four  stores  and  addition 
to  hotel. 

In  1868  he  was  elected  sergeant-at-arms 
of  the  Minnesota  House  of  Representatives, 
and  served  two  terms.  In  the  fall  of  1869 
was  elected  as  representative  for  the  coun- 
ties of  McLeod,  Wright,  Meeker,  Kandiyohi 
and  Monongalialia,  and  sei'ved  one  term.  By 
hard  work  hci  secured  the  building  of  the 
Hastings  &  Dakota  Railrosul  to  Glencoe,  a 
point  the  company  undertook  to  evade.  He 
was  instrumental  in  securing  an  appropri- 
ation of  nearly  5,000  acres  of  land,  lying 
in  McLeod  county,  for  the  Stevens  Semi- 
nary, a  free  institution  of  learning,  of  which 
he  is  preside_nt. 

In  1808  Ije  received  the  appointment  of 
deputy  revenue  collector  for  the  counties  of 
^[cLeod,  Carver.  Meeker,  Kandiyohi,  and 
Monongalialia,  which  olHce  lie  held  until  he 
voluntarily  resigned  in  ISTO. 

In  1875  he  was  elected  county  commis- 
sioner, and  served  as  chairman  of  the  board 
through  the  years  1877-78.  Through  his 
efforts  the  county  commissioners  erected  a 
brick  courthouse,  witiiout  issuing  a  dollar  in 
bonds.  He  wsis  elected  three  years  in  suc- 
cession IIS  president  of  the  village  council 
and  declined  the  fourth  term.  In  1886  he 
came   within  five  votes  of  receiving  the 
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Reimblican  nomination  for  Congress,  and 
again  in  1888  came  within  tlirpe  votes  of 
bein<j  made  the  nominee. 

Mr.  Eeed  is  a  man  of  iron  will  and  con- 
stitution, and  there  is  no  harder  worker  in 
the  State.  Much  of  the  busy  season  lie 
woi'ks  eighteen  hours  a  clay.  Not  onlj'  in 
Glencoe,  but  throughout  ]\IcLeod  and  llen- 
villo  counties,  is  felt  the  hand  of  his  energy 
and  liberality.  Nearly  every  churcii  built 
in  McLeod  county  has  received  a  doniition 
from  him  as  well  as  othei's  in  adjoining 
counties,  regarilless  as  to  what  denomination 
they  belonged.  No  man  was  ever  more 
ready  to  aid  a  public  enterpriseor  the  worth}' 
who  are  in  need. 

In  politics  Mr.  Reed  is  a  republican,  cn.st- 
ing  his  first  presideiUal  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln.  In  religious  views  he  may  be 
classed  among  the  liberals. 

April  15,  1869,  he  married  Miss  Nettie  II. 
Morrison,  wiio  was  born  in  Bi'adford,  N.  H., 
December  13,  1843,  and  came  to  Minnesota 
with  her  parents  when  eleven  years  of  age. 
Her  fatlier  was  Moses  Morrison,  of  Brad- 
ford, N.  II.,  and  her  niothei"  was  ^laiy  S. 
Morrison,  nee  Cressev,  of  the  same  place. 
Their  marriage  has  been  blessed  with  four 
children — Cora  Lydia,  was  born  September 
3,  1871 ;  Nellie  Antoinette  was  born  No- 
vember 28,  1873,  and  died  of  scarlet  fever 
at  Bradford,  N.  IT.,  October  4,  1875  ;  Axel 
Ilayford,  born  April  15, 1870 ;  Elisha  Fi'ank, 
born  June  19,  1880,  all  born  at  Glencoe, 
Minn. 

A  portrait  of  Mr.  Reed  is  jn-esenteil  in 
another  department  of  this  work.  His  in- 
defatigable energy,  untiring  zeal  in  every  en- 
terprise calculated  to  benefit  his  town  or 
county,  generous  liberalit}'  and  his  business 
ability  and  capacity  have  made  him  one  of 
the  best  known  men  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  A  man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  he 
justly  ranks  high  among  the  prominent  men 
of  Minnesota. 


i^ALVIN  L.  TODD,  a  prominent  and 
V^j!'  highly  respected  citizen  of  Hutchin- 
son village,  is  a  native  of  Essex  county, 
Mass.,  born  Miiy  25,  1847,  and  a  son  of  Cal- 
vin L.  and  Mary  J.  Todd,  who  were  also 
natives  of  ]\Iassachusetts.  The  father  was 
killed  by  an  accident  while  our  subject  was 
olily  two  years  of  age,  and  for  a  time  Calvin 
L.,  Jr.,  lived  with  friends  of  the  family.  He 
was  then  returned  to  his  mother  aiul  at- 
tended school  until  seven,  when  he  was 
placed  with  a  relative  and  Iji'ought  up  on  a 
farm.  When  he  was  only  sixteen  years  old, 
on  the  IGth  of  July,  1SC3,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  Third  Massachusetts  Heavy 
Artillery,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  During  the  summer  of  1S03  and  the 
following  winter  his  coni])any  was  stationed 
at  Fort  Lulejjeiulence  and  Long  Island,  but 
the  following  spring — of  1804 — they  were 
removed  to  Boston  Harbor,  where  they  were 
detailed  to  guard  conscripts.  Fi-om  there 
they  joined  the  Army  of  the  Fotomac,  under 
C4rant.  aiul  saw  their  flr.st  actual  lighting 
when  General  Early  made  the  attack  on 
Washington.  Our  subject  reuuiincd  about 
the  latter  place,  doing  guard  duty,  until  his 
discharge,  and  was  on  duty  at  the  time 
President  Lincoln  was  as.sassinated.  After 
being  mustered  out  of  the  service  he  retiu'ned 
to  his  former  home  in  Rowley,  Mass.,  where 
he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1807,  when, 
having  heard  glowing  reports  of  this  region 
from  friends  who  had  been  here  previous  to 
the  Indian  outbreak,  he  started  for  the 
West.  He  arrived  in  ^McLeod  county  in 
March,  1807, and  took  a  claim  in  Hutchinson 
township,  but  the  iirst  season  worked  in  the 
saw-mill.  In  18CS  ho  moved  to  the  farm 
and  devoted  his  attention  to  its  cultivation. 
He  remained  on  the  i'ai'iu  for  several  years, 
but  since  1808  has  not  devoted  much  time  to 
it  as  his  attention  has  been  chiefly  occupied 
with  mason  work,  •ind  he  has  done  about  all 
the  contracting  and  heav}'  work  in  that  line 
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in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  county. 
He  liiis  made  Hutchinson  his'  liome  ever 
since  lie  left  the  farm  in  ISYO.  lie  has  taken 
active  interest  in  all  educational,  township 
and  village  matters,  and  has  held  various 
local  ollices.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic friitoi'nity,  having  joined  Temple  Lodge 
in  1808,  has  lillcd  all  the  offices  in  the  lodge 
and  has  sei'ved  as  master  in  ail  about  ten 
j'ears,  being  the  present  incuml)cnt.  lie  is 
also  a  member  of  Glencoe  Chapter,  A.  F. 
and  A.  W.\  Hutchinson  lodge,  A.  0.  U.  W.; 
and  Frank  M.  Harrington  post,  G.  A.  E. 

Mr.  Todd  was  married  in  18T1  to  Mrs. 
James,  formerly  jMiss  Putnam. 

— ■ — "^^J^JS^"    •  • 

J^TENRY  LEMPHER,a  successful  and  on- 
'JKL  tci'prising  farmer  residing  on  section 
9,  Bergen  township,  is  a  native  of  Hanover, 
German}',  born  in  1834,  and  is  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Helena  Lemplier.  Ilis  jiarents 
both  died  in  their  native  land.  Ilcnry  in  his 
j'outh  served  ww  apprenticeship  of  six  years 
at  shoemaking,  and  then  for  three  years  was 
employed  at  iiis  trade  in  Bremen.  In  1856 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  landing  at 
New  Voi'k  in  July,  and  after  a  stay  of  three 
weeks  in  Chicago,  finally  arrived  at  Belle 
Plain,  !Minn.,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm. 
The  following  summer  he  was  emjiloyed  in 
St.  Paul  at  his  trade,  and  then  returned  to 
Belle  Plain,  where,  in  1858,  he  entered  eigiity 
acres  of  government  land.  During  the  In- 
dian outbreak  they  were  coiisidei-ably 
alarmed,  and  wont  to  the  adjoining  village 
for  a  short  time.  He  went  to  New  LTlm  and 
enlisted  for  service,  l)ut  was  I'cjccted  on  ac- 
count of  physical  disability,  mucii  to  his  re- 
gi'et,  as  he  was  anxious  to  go  to  the  front. 
In  187G  he  came  to  McLeod  county  and  lo- 
cated in  I'>ergen  township,  where  he  has  since 
lived.    He  has  a  neat  residence  on  an  ele- 


vated site  overlooking  OroAV  river,  and  has  a 
very  comfortable  home. 

Mr.  Lempher  was  first  married  in  1867,  to 
SophiaTlieloei  \>vX  they  lived  together  only 
about  eighteen  months.  They  had  one 
child.  In  1869  our  subject  was'  married  to 
Paulina  WeindoljilK  She  died  in  1871,  hav- 
ing borne  him  one  child,  Elizabeth,  Avho  now 
lives  at  home.  On  the  1st  of  October,  1874, 
our  subject  was  wedded  to  his  present -wife, 
Amelia  Town.'  They  have  been  blessed  with 
eight  children,  as  follows  :  Sophia,  Amelia 
(deceased),  Caroline,  Henry  (deceased),  Hen- 
r3',  Charles,  Emma  and  Julius. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church. 

OSEPH  J.  BRECHET,  the  largest  dealer 
in  general  merchandise  in  Glencoe,  is  a 
self-made  man  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
word  as  he  started  in  life  but  a  few  years  ago 
with  comparatively  nothing  and  is  today 
one  of  the  heaviest  merchants  in  this  section 
of  the  State, 

j\[r.  Brecliet  is  a  native  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
and  first  saw  the  light  Ifarch  15, 1861.  His 
pai-ents,  Joseph  and  Julia  ( Petters),  were 
natives  of  Berne  and  Morat,  Switzerland,  re- 
spectively, and  were  born,  the  father  in  1826 
and  the  mother  in  1833.  They  came  to  the 
United  States  in  the  spring  of  1859,  and  set- 
tled in  Buffalo,  and  remained  residents  of  the 
"Empire  State"  until  1867.  In  that  year 
they  removed  to  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and 
some  four  or  five  years  later  to  McLeod 
county.  Here  the  father  went  into  the  hoop 
pole  business,  but  has  since  retired  from  the 
active  cares  of  life,  and  makes  his  home, 
with  liis  wife  and  family,  with  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

Joseph,  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write, 
remained  with  his  parents  until  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  up 
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to  which  time  his  educational  advantages 
had  been  very  limited.  He  then  went  to 
Connoi-sville,  "Wis.,  where  he  worked  for  iiis 
board  and  attended  school  for  one  winter 
and  during  the  same  time  earned  some 
$33  by  his  industry.  Tlie  next  summer, 
returning  to  this  county,  lie  worked  on  a 
farm,  but  in  the  fall  entered  the  store  of 
Patrick  Welch,  in  Glencoe,  with  wiiom  he 
remaiiied  about  six  months,  when  lie  was 
employed  by  C.  T.  Buchanan,  of  the  same 
place,  at  an  advanced  salary.  Here  he  re- 
mained a  fixture  for  three  ^'cars,  after  which 
he  went  to  Devil's  Lake,  Dak.,  Avhere  he 
purchased  the  second  lot  sold  in  that  village 
and  erected  the  second  store  building  in  the 
place,  hauling  the  lumber  some  twenty-five 
miles.  His  stock  of  groceries  ami  provisions 
had  to  be  hauled  by  team  the  same  distance 
until  the  railroad  reached  that  place.  He 
remained  in  trade  at  that  point  until  that 
fall,  when  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  Mc- 
Leod  county.  He  then  entered  into  the 
hoop-poie  business  and  continued  in  that  line 
in  this  State  and  in  Iowa  for  some  years,  af- 
ter which  he  returned  to  Glencoe  and  bought 
out  his  former  employer,  Buchanan,  for  §1 5,- 
000,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  trade  here.  In  1883  lie  at- 
tended Curtis'  business  ojUege,  in  Minneap- 
olis, and  is  thus  fully  grounded  in"  all  the 
principles  of  trade.  He  carries  a  stock  that 
will  invoice  from  $25,000  to  $35,000  and 
which  is  complete  in  all  respects.  He  owns 
a  fine  home  in  the  village,  and  his  parents', 
brothers  and  sisters  are  making  their  home 
with  him. 


LUND,  a  prosperous  and  energetic 
farmer  living  on  section  18,  in  the 


town  of  (South)  Hutchinson,  was  born  in 
Denmark,  March  28,  1852,  and  is  the  son  of 
Nels  and  Maren  (Christenscii)  Lund,  who 


were  natives  of  the  same  kingdom.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  schools  ot  that 
favored  land,  and  made  his  home  there  until 
1884,  when,  realizing  the  diiHculty  of  rising 
in  the  over-crowded  Europe,  he  bade  fare- 
well to  the  home  of  liis  fathers  and  crossed 
the  stormy  Atlantic  to  lind  in  the  New 
World  the  fortune  beyond  his  grasp  at  home. 
Landing  at  the  port  of  ISTew  York  he  came 
directly  west,  and  aftei'  a  short  stay  in  St. 
Paul  made  his  appearance  in  McLeod  county. 
Here  he  found  work  as  a  farm  laborer,  and 
for  a  year  was  thus  employed  and  in  learning 
the  language  and  our  ways.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  bought  the  farm  where  he  now 
lives,  and  since  tliat  time  has  been  connected 
with  the  general  farming  and  stock-raising 
business.  He  was  a  tinner  by  trade,  and  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  the  old 
country.  In  his  youth  he  had  every  advan- 
tage in  the  way  of  educational  facilities  and 
received  a  classic  course. 

Mr.  Lund  was  married  July  14,  1882,  to 
Miss  Gunder  Mariane  Bodil  Kirstine  Nielson, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  four  cliiuiren — 
Martha,  Niels  Jul  and  two  deceased.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  cliurch 
and  are  excellent  Christian  people.  In  his 
political  views  he  coincides  with  tlie  demo- 
cratic party,  seeing  in  its  princii)les  the  germ 
of  popular  liberty  and  the  preservation  of  our 
country.  Although  a  late  comer  in  this  com- 
munity, he  is  rapidly  coming  to  the  front 
and  growing  in  the  estimation  of  the  peoitlc. 
His  industry  is  marked  and  the  business  tact 
displayed  in  the  management  of  his  place 
remai'kable. 

■  •»>• -S^i^'Hlf  • 

IPPHNJAMIN  M.  RECORn?^.  one  of  the 
|f^^  prominent  and  representative  citi- 
zens of  the  village,  of  Hutchinson,  is  a  native 
of  Cochrantown, Craw  ford  conn  ty,renn., born 
February  0,1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Alexander, 
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and  Sarah  Ann  (Adams')  Eecords.  His 
younger  years  wore  spent  upon  a  farm  where 
he  lived  witli  his  parents  until  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  eighteen  3'ears,  when  lie  com- 
menced to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade.  After 
serving  his  time  lie  removed  to  Jonesville 
and  Columbus,Ind.,whcre  lie  engaged  in  build- 
ing and  contracting.  In  1855  lie  came  to 
Minnesota,arriving  at  St.  Paul,]Vra,y  27th.  He 
remained  in  tliat  city  that  season  but  in  the 
fall  went  to  Shalcopeo. 

November  17,  1855,  lie  started  out  to  look 
up  a  farm  and  found  the  object  of  his  search 
near  Shakopee.  In  the  company  were  some 
six  families  and  all  settled  together,  taking 
up  adjoining  claims.  After  deciding  on  the 
location,  lie  at  once  put  up  a  log  cabin,  in 
which  he  moved  his  young  wife.  This  Ijeing 
settled  ho  engaged  at  iiis  tiado  in  tiie 
wilds  of  Scott  county,  taking  contracts  for 
the  erection  of  log  houses  for  the  settlers, 
lie  remained  on  this  farm  for  some  nine 
years,  although  most  of  his  time  was  spent 
in  carpentering,  there  being  a  great  demand 
for  his  services. 

Eut  the  quiet  current  of  his  home  life  was 
fated  to  be  broken  and  the  general  govern- 
ment, having  need  of  all  its  forces  to  quell 
the  Rebellion,  on  the  15th  of  August.  1862, 
Mr.  Ilecords  enlisted  in  Company  T,  Ninth 
^Minnesota  Infantry  and  was  mustered  into 
the  service  at  Fort  Snelling.  He  was  Avitli 
the  regiment  at  Fort  Eidgcley  for  about  a 
year,  and  he  Avas  then  sent  to  St.  Paul 
to  act  as  provost  guard,  where  ho  remained 
until  the  fall  of  1SG3,  when  he  was  sent  to 
Jefferson  City,  Mo.  The  following  winter  ho 
was  discharged  on  account  of  disability  and 
returned  to  Ooluiiibus,  Ind.,  whither  his  fam- 
ily had  gone.  lie  stayed  there  until  the 
spring  of  ISG-t,  when  he  came  back  to  Scott 
county.  He  made  his  home  on  the  farm  then, 
until  he  remov(!d  to  Hutchinson  in  1SG7. 

Heat  once  resumed  his  old  trade  here  and 
lijis  followed  it  ever  since.    IIo  lias  been  en- 


gaged in  some  of  the  largest  contracts  in  tlie 
county,notably,the  Hutchinson  High  School, 
for  wliich  he  was  paid  §15,000.  Many  of  the 
best  buildings  of  the  village  are  the  result  of 
his  Avork. 

Mr.  Ilecords  Avas  married  January  27, 1855, 
to  Miss  Alvina  Gilkey.  His  Avife  is  a  zealous 
member  of  the  Congregational  church!  Mr. 
Records  has  always  taken  an  active  interest 
in  every  enterprise  calculated  to  benefit  the 
locality  in  Avhich  he  IIa'-os,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  north-; 
Avestern  part  of  the  county.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

OHN  JOHNSON,  an  enterprising  and 
prominent  farmer  of  the  town  of  Ber- 
gen, living  on  section  29,  is  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  of  this  county.  He  came  to  Mc- 
Leod  county,  Minn.,  April  11,  1856,  and  Avas 
emplo3'ed  in  carpentering  in  the  village  of 
Glencoe  all  that  summer.  In  the  fall  he  Avent 
South  and  spent  the  winter  at  New  Orleans, 
and  returned  to  this  State  in  the  spring.  He 
made  his  residence  in  St.  Paul  that  summer, 
and  Avhen  the  autumn  had  come  again  Avent 
South.  He  traveled  around  that  part  of  the 
country  considerably,  but  in  the  spriflg  of 
1858  he,  returned  to  this  county  and  bought 
160  acres  of  land  on  section  15,  in  Bergen, 
and  put  up  a  lionse.  Here  he  resided  until 
September  10, 18i;i,  Avhen  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry,  and  Avent 
forward  to  the  front.  Ho  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloli,  that  bloody  field  "  Avhere 
such  deeds  of  eternal  fame  Avere  done,"  and 
in  the  hotly -con tested  fights  at  luka  and 
Corinth.  He  was  discharged  in  August,  1863, 
and  returned  home,  where  ho  remained  until 
October,1864:,Aviien  here-enlisted  in  Company 
I,  Second  Minnesota  Infantry,  and  serA'ed 
Avitli  that  galliint  regiment  until  the  close  of 
the  war.    He  AA^as  mustered  out  in  1805  and 
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came  back  to  his  farm,  where  he  has  lived 
ever  since.  He  has  a  fine  place  of  some  300 
acres  of  land,  in  all,  and  is  one  of  the  lead- 
in"-  citizens  of  the  township  in  which  he 
lives. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a  native  of  Norway,  •  born 
in  Bergen,  September  17,  1833,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  E.  Johnson.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1853,  and  located  in  Grant 
county,  "Wis.,  where  he  remained  until  1856- 
He  was  married,  October  6,  1860,  to  Miss 
Bertha  Johnson,  who  was  born  October  9, 
1843,  and  is  the  daughter  of  EUing  Jolmson. 
They  have  five  children  living  — John 
E.,  i-Iattia  O.,  Emma  M.,  Christina  M.  and 
Henry  W.  Mr.  Johnson  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  the  town,  and  has  held  the 
offices  of  supervisor  and  school  director.  He 
is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  county,  as 
are  the  family  of  his  wife,  her  mother  being 
the  first  to  die  in  the  town,  her  deatli  taking 
place  in  1859.    Her  father  died  in  1882. 

'  — — *«f^^-«^— 

^^^HARLES  L.  ILETT,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent  citizens  of,  the  village  of  Brown- 
ton,  came  to  McLeod  county,  Minn  ,  in  1865, 
and  settled  on  section  19,  Sumter  township, 
where  he  lived  one  year.  He  then  removed 
to  section  5,  of  the  town  of  Penn,  and  in  that 
localit}'-  made  his  home  until  the  year  1882, 
when  he  came  to  the  place  Avhere  he  now  re- 
sides. He  is  engaged  at  the  mason's  trade, 
employing  five  or  six  men,  and  also  attends 
to  the  duties  of  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  has  held  several  other  official 
positions,  chief  among  which  is  that  of  county 
commissioner,  which  he  has  occupied  since 
1884. 

Mr.  Ilett  was  born  in  Tioga  county,  N.  Y., 
October  26,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Lydia  J.  (Davis')  llett.  lie  was  brought  to 
Wisconsin  by  his  parents  in  1843,  and  was 
reared  in  the  county  of  Fond  du  Lac  until  he 


w^as  some  twelve  years  old.  The  family  then 
came  to  Minnesota  and  settled  in  Dodge 
county,  but  two  years  later  removed  to  _Le 
Sueur  county.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  a  fai-mer  and  stooic-i-aiser  and  a  promi- 
nent man  in  the  community  in  wliich  he 
lived.  .  He  was  the  parent  of  the  following 
children — Charles  L.,  John,  Mary  L.,  Thea 
(deceased);  Helen  Elizabeth  and  Eliza  (de- 
ceased). 

The  subject  of  this  personal  history, 
Charles  L.,  received  the  elenlents  of  a  good 
common  school  education  in  Fond  du  Lac 
county.  Wis.,  and  on  the  completion  of  his 
eiffliteenth  year  learned  the  mason's  trade  in 
Dodge  county  and  followed  that  business 
until  February  10, 1865,  when  he  enlisted  in 
the  First  Minnesota  Heavy  Artillery,  and 
served  until  the  regiment  mustered  out  of 
the  service,  September  27,  1865. 

Mr.  llett  was  united  in  marriage  Novem- 
ber 15,  1860,  with  Miss  Melissa  McRoberts. 
who  died  in  December,  1866.  By  this  mar- 
riage he  had  one  child,  Ivatie,  Avho  died  in 
infancy.  January  16, 1869,  ho  again  entered 
the  marriage  state,  wedding  Miss  Carrie  C. 
Eardwell,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Two 
children  are  the  result  of  this  union — Grace 
E.,  born  March  16,  1872,  and  Joim  G.,  de- 
ceased. Mr.  llett  is  a  republican  in  his  poli- 
tics and  socially  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  Grand  Army  of  the  Pepiiblic.  Ho  has 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  alj  public  matters, 
and  his  name  is  iiulissolubly  connected  with 
the  official  history  of  the  locality  in  which 
he  lives. 

— ' — ••J*  •i^J^^*-*^*"* — • — 

DLOUHY,  who,  in  company  with 
John  Tolusliek,  erected  and  is  oi)er- 
ating  the  Silver  Lake  Steam  Flouring  l\Iill, 
is  a  native  of  Bohemia.  He  was  born  April 
16,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Acton  Diouliy. 
Tlis  father  was  a  miller  in  the  old  country, 
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and  Avlien  our  subject  was  old  enough  he 
was  put  to  worlc  in  tlie  mill,  and  thus  ]-)rac- 
tically  learned  the  business.  As  he  grew 
older  lie  ap])reciated  the  fact  that  in  the 
overcrowded  sta.tes  of  Europe  there  was  but 
little  chance  for  a  man  to  rise  in  the  world, 
so,  witii  the  view  to  the  betterment  of  his 
fortune,  he  left  his  native  land  in  1870,  and 
on  liis  arrival  in  this  country  located  at  Ea- 
cine,  Wis.,  .and  wa>s  there  employed  in  a 
trunk  factory,  in  a  jilaning  mill  and  at  car- 
pentering until  1881,  when  he  came  to  Min- 
nesota, and  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade 
at  Glencoe  that  summer.  Tlie  following 
winter  he  was  employed  in  the  New  Auburn 
flouring-mill,  and  purchasing  a  residence  in 
that  village,  made  it  his  home  for  five  years. 
In  1886  he  sold  his  property,  and  buying  a 
farm  near  Stewart,  was  engaged  in  tilling  tlie 
soil  for  one  year.  Tiie  following  year  he 
came  to  Silver  Lake,  and,  in  partnership  with 
John  Tolusliekyput  u]i  and  equipped  the  fine 
steam  flouring-mill  which  they  still  own  and 
operate.  This  institution  is  30x50  feet  in 
size  in  the  main,  part,  with  an  engine-room 
20x30,  and  is  three  stories  in  height.  It  is 
equipped  with  four  double  sets  of  rolls  and 
all  the  necessar3'^  other  machinery,  and  has 
a  daily  capacity  of  fifty  barrels,  and  they 
are  doing  a  large  and  lucrative  business,  as 
they  understand  their  trade  and  turn  out 
an  excellent  article. 

Mr.  Dlouliy  was  married  February  26, 
1805,  to  Miss  Anna  Illinovslii,  a  native  of 
Bohemia,  also.  By  tlieii-  union  there  have 
been  born  six  cliildren.  Tiie  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  church,  and  he  is  a  dem- 
ocrat in  his  politics. 

"g)  ILEY  C.  DWINNELL,  one  of  the  larg- 
JP|^  est  land  owners  and  most  extensive 
stock  and  dairy  farmers  of  tlio  county,  has 
his  fine  farm  on  sections  2  and  3,  of  the  town 


of  Penn,  Avhere  he  has  some  510  acres  of 
land.  He  is  giving  a  large  share  of  his  at- 
tention to  fine  stock  and  a  large  proportion 
of  his  herd  of  cattle  are  Durham  grades. 
The  horses  on  the  place,  some  twelve  or 
fifteen  head,  are  largely  Norman.  He  came 
to  this  county  in  September,  1864,  and  settled 
where  he  now  lives  and  has  made  all  the  im- 
provements thereon. 

Mr.  Dwinnell  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence 
county,  K  Y.,  November  17, 1837,  and  is  the 
son  of  Cyrus  and  Polly  (Gilman)  Dwinnell. 
His  parents  were  natives  of  Vermont,  where 
they  were  married,  after  which  they  moved 
to  NeAV  York.  La,ter  the  family  removed  to 
Sheboygan  county,  Wis  ,  where  the  father  of 
our  subject  died  of  cholera,  leaving  a  wife 
and  five  children.  Our  subject  was  reared 
in  the  "  Badger  State "  and  there  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools.  On 
the  ISth  of  April,  1861,  in  response  to  the 
first  call  for  troops,  he  enlisted  in  the  Fourth 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  served  with  that 
regimentuntil  disoliarged,  in  December,  1862. 
Returning  to  his  home  in  Wisconsin,  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  a  calling  that  he  has  fol- 
lowed ever  since.  Previous  to.  liis  entering 
the  service  he  had  been  engaged  in  railroad 
work  and  had  served  for  two  years  in  the 
state  prison  as  guard. 

In  1864  Mr.  Dwinnell  removed  to  this 
county  and  commenced  the  improvements. 
In  1866  he  returned  to  his  native  State,  and 
in  St.  Lawrence  county,  where  he  was  born, 
he  was  united  in  marriage,  with  Miss  Mary 
Merchant,  a  native  of  that  county.  By  this 
union  there  is  one  child,  Grant,  now  at  home, 
a  graduate  of  the  academy  at  Dixon,  111. 
Two  children  have  gone  l)efore,  dying  in 
their  infancy.  In  iiis  politics  Mr.  Dwinnell 
is  a  republican  and  is  a  representative  man 
of  tiie  town.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  E. 
He  has  great  interest  in  all  educational  work, 
and  is  the  present  clerk  of  his  school  dis- 
trict. 
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JTULIUS  BROKENHAGEN.  Prominent 
^  among  those  industrious  citizens  of  alien 
birth  who  have  been  so  successful  in  life  since 
coming  to  the  New  World  is  the  subject  of 
this  personal  history,  who  is  a  resident  of  the 
town  of  Ljrnn.  When  his  parents  came  to 
this  country  they  were  very  poor,  but  by 
their  industrious  habits  and  native  economy, 
they  have  lifted  themselves  into  comfortable 
circumstances. 

Julius  was  born  in  Prussia,  July  27, 1854, 
and  is  the  son  of  Ludwig  and  Louise  (Keenel 
Brokenhagen,  who  were  natives  of  that 
country.  When  he  was  but  five  years  of  age 
he  was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  his 
parents  and  settled  in  Racine  county,  AVis., 
near  Burlington,  whei-e  the  father  rented  a 
farm  and  tilled  it  for  two  years.  After  some 
time  they  came'  to  this  part  of  Minnesota, 
and  then  took  up  a  homestead  on  section  8, 
Lynn  township,  where  they  have  made  their 
home  ever  since. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  always 
lived  with  his  parents  and  they  now  make 
their  home  with  him.  lie  was  married,  April 
2, 1880,  to  Miss  Augusta  Fredericks,  a  native 
of  Prussia,  and  the  daughter  of  Gottleib  and 
Minnie  Predericks.  She  was  born  February 
20,  ISCO,  and  cnsre  to  this  country  with  her 
parents  in  180?.  The  latter  settled  in  Een- 
ville  county,  this  State,  at  that  time,  and 
still  makes  their  home  there. 

By  this  marriage  there  have  been  born  a 
family  of  four  children,  as  follows  —  Louise, 
who  Avas  born  March  13, 1881 ;  Louis,  whosd 
birth  took  place  March  15,  1883  ;  Lena,  born 
September  20,  1886,  and  died  November  24, 
1886;  and  Lydia,  whose  birth  took  jjlace 
December  7,  1887,  and  who  was  taken  away 
by  death,  February  11, 1887. 

Mr.  Brokenhagen  now  owns  some  340 
acres  of  land,  150  acres  of  which  he  has  un- 
der cultivation.  -  He  has  a  fine  residence, 
which  is  well  furnished.  He  has,  also,  a 
large  and  handsome  barn  and  other  out- 


buildings and  the  place  evinces  the  taste,  care 
and  enterprise  of  the  owner. 

M  ARON  F.  BAKER,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tiers  of  tlie  town  of  Winsted,  wiiere 
he  still  resides  on  section  2,  an  ideal  pio- 
neer and  frontiersman,  is  a  leading  and 
influential  member  of  the  farming  commu- 
nity of  McLeod  county.  He  is  a  native  of 
Cayuga  ctmnty,  N.  Y.,  and  fii-st  saw  the 
li^h't  September  12.  1832.  lie  is  tiie  son 
of  Thomas  and  Freelove  (Fuller)  Baker,  the 
former  of  whom  Avas  captured  during  the 
Canadian  rebellion  and  banisiied  by  the 
British  government  to  "Van  Pieman's  land 
and  never  returned. 

The  subject  of  tiiis  narrative  was  reai'ed 
upon  a  dairy  farm  and  received  but  little  ad- 
vantages of  an  educational  nature  in  his 
youth.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
commenced  boating  on  the  Erie  canal  and 
followed  that  kind  of  life  for  four  years,  and 
then  went  to  Ohio.  There  he  was  engaged 
in  shingle  making  and  in  the  coopering 
business  for  about  tAvo  years.  January  1, 
1852,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Barton  in  Cay- 
uga county,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1854  moved 
to  Pennsylvania  and  ran  a  saAV-mill  for  a 
period  of  two  years.  In  1850  he  came  to 
Minnesota  and  settled  on  section  id, Winsted, 
and  lived  on  his  claim  three  years.  From 
there  he  removed  to  Wright  county,  where 
he  located  on  a  homestead,  and  when  he 
perfected  the  title  sold  it,  and  retui'iied  to 
this  county,  and  settled  on  a  farm  that  he 
bought.  This  he  afterwai'd  traded  for  the 
hotel  property  in  the  village  of  Winsted  and 
carried  on  that  business  for  three  years,  and 
then  disposed  of  it  for  his  present  farm. 
AVlien  he  first  came  to  the  State  lie  and 
James  Baird^ followed  hunting  and  trapping 
for  a  living  and  were  very  successful. 
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July  4,  1877,  onr  subject  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  his  wife  by  death,  and  was  left 
with  seven  children —  Alice,  Engene,  Emma, 
Anna,  EUswortii,  Sarali  and  Nettie.  All 
of  them  are  living  at  home  except  Anna, 
who  is  the' "wife  of  F.  0.  Miller,  of  Winsted. 
Air.  Eakei;  is  a  democrat  in  his  politics,  and 
a  most  excellent  citizen  in  all  respects. 

JOSEPH  YULY,  the  enterprising  proprie- 
tor of  tlie  meat  market  of  tlie  village  of 
Erownton,  came  to  this  county  and  to  this 
place  May  4,  1883,  and  opened  his  present 
stand,  lie  is  a  native  of  Chicago,  111.,  and 
was  boi'n  ]\[ny  4,  1847.  -Ilis  parents,  Joim 
and  Gertrude  (WarneiQ  Yuly,  were  born  in 
Geivmany,  were  there  married  and  came  to 
the  Uni'tcd  States  in  1840.  Tlie  father  was 
enmiged  in  tiie  brewin";  business  until  com- 
ng  to  tiiis  country  but  on  liis  ari-ival  in 
iOiiicago  went  to  work  in  (mo  of  the  round 
houses  in  tliat  city.  In  185G  the  family 
moved  to  Carver  county,  INliiin.  They  are 
now  residents  of  Douglas  county.  They  had 
the  following  cliildi'en — Joseph,  Andrew, 
Mary.  Sopliiii,  Joiin,  Lewis  anil  Gei'trude. 

Thesubjectof  this  sketch  moved  to  Meeker 
county,  this  State,  in  1807,  and  locating  near 
the  village  of  Uiissel,  made  his  home  there 
until  coming  here  as  above  mentioned.  He 
received  the  elements  of  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Chicago,  and  after  finishing  his 
studies  adopted  farming  as  an  occupation, 
ami  followed  that  vocation  un  til  the  establisii- 
ment  of  his  present  business.  August  22, 
1804,  he  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Minnesota 
Infa,ntry,  and  served  in  that  regiment  dur- 
ing the  battle  of  Nashville,  December  15  and 
10,  1804.  In  that  bloody  fray  he  was  badly 
Avounded  and  was  in  the  hospital  until  the 
following  Jul}'.  He  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service  and  discharged  in  1805,  and 
returned  to  his  homo. 


Mr.  Yuly  was  united  in  marriage,  April 
18, 1807,  with  Miss  Eliza  Jane  Guin,  a  native 
of  Ohio  and  the  daughter  of  Amos  Guin. 
Tl^ey  are  the  happy  parents  of  five  cliildren, 
as  follows — Mark  Burlington,  Elma  Magila- 
lena,  Nancy  Gertrude,  Joseph  Hui'lburt  and 
T^eona  Florence.  AH  the  children  are  at 
home  exce])t  Nancy  Gertude,  who  is  attend- 
ing school  at  Shakopee. 

Mr.  Yuly  is  a  member  of  the  republican 
party  and  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Eepublic. 
Both  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  closely 
connected  with  the  Koman  Catholic  church 
I  and  are  excellent  Christian  people. 

>^ARL  WIEDEWITSCH,  a  leading  and 
influential  farmer  of  the  town  of  Kich 
Valley,  came  to  McLeod  county  in  1859  and 
made  a  settlement  on  tlie  place  wliere  he 
now  resides.  He  luis  a  fine  farm  of  some  130 
acres  of  rich  and  fertile  land,  which  is  well 
improved  and  well  stocked.  For  five  years 
during  his  residence  in  the  county  he  lived 
at  Glencoe,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
saloon  business  and  then  returned  to  the  farm 
where  he  has  since  lived.  He  was  born  in 
Pi'ussia,  Germany,  March  11,  1831,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  and  Soi)hia  "Wicdewitsch. 
His  father  died  when  our  subject  was  a  boy 
of  but  five  years  of  age  but  he  managed  to 
acquire  a  good  education  in  the  land  of  his 
birth,  going  to  school  and  working  on  the 
farm  until  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  At 
that  time  the  widowed  mother,  with  her 
little  family  of  four  children,  emigrated  from 
the  "fatlierland,"  and  coming  to  this  coun- 
try, after  landing  at  New  York,  settled  in 
Dodge  county,  AVis.  Here  the  children, 
Frederick,  Henrietta,  August,  Wilhelmina 
and  Carl,  grow  to  maturity. 

Starting  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  in 
1859,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  this 
county  and  here,  October  22,  1S02,  he  was 
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married  but  his  wife  died  in  1865,  from  the 
effects  of  a  shot  that  siie  received  from  the 
hands  of  an  Indian  one  Sunday  afternoon  in 
August,  18t)3.  Mr.  JVViedewitsch  was  shot 
down  with  two  balls  in  liis  hip  and  one  in  his 
arm,  and  lay  unconscious  for  some  hours. 
Oharles_Zanke,  being  at  tlie  place  during  the 
time,  made  his  escape  and  spread  the  alarm 
and  brought  help  from  Glencoe,  where  our 
subject  was  carried  and  had  his  arm  ampu- 
tated in  the  Congregational  church.  His 
Avife  left  two  children. 

Mr.  "Wiedewitsch  was  again  married  May 
6,  1866,  to  Miss  Lydia  Sumner,  wiio  died  in 
Eich  Valley  April  5,  _1880j_  leaving  seven 
children.  His  tliird  wife  was  Miss  Louisa 
Laymond,  a  native  of  Prussia,  reared  and 
educated  there.  She  was  born  September 
16,  183Y. 

In  his  politics  Mr.  Wiedewitscii  is  a  standi 
democrat  and  a  sturdy  suppoi-ter  of  the  ])rin- 
ciples  of  that  party.  lie  lias  filled  several  of 
the  town  offices,  among  them  tliat  of  super- 
visor, and  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
the  county.  He  is  a  member  of  tiie  Lutheran 
church  and  a  consistent  Christian  gentleman. 

BANIEL  E.  GLIDDEN,  a  leading  and 
prosperous  citizen  of  (South)  Hutcli- 
inson  township,  is  engaged  in  carrying  on 
farming  operations  upon  section  28,  where 
he  resides.  He  has  some  100  acres  of  choice 
land  which  are  well  under  cultivation,  and  his 
improvements  are  neat  and  tast3^ 

Mr.  Glidden  was  boi-n  in  the  town  of 
Gilmington,  Stafford  county,  K  H.,  May 
24,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Cliarles  and 
Mary  Glidden.  Both  of  liis  parents  were 
"native  and  to  the  manor  born"  among  the 
granite  hills  of  that  State.  "When  lie  was 
about  four  years  of  age  tlie  family  removed 
to  Boston,  Mass.,  and  he  resided  there  for 
some  five  or  six  years.   About  1842  they 


655 

migrated  to  the  great  West,  and  located  at 
Milwaukee,  "Wis.,  and  thei'e  made  their  home 
until  in  1858,  when  they  caine  to  Minnesota 
and  settled  at  Nortlifield. 

Our  subject  did  not  come  to  this  State 
until  two  years  later,  1800,  when  lie  rented  a 
farm  in  liice  county,  aiul  was  employed  in 
far-ming  there  for  three  years.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Hutchinson  and  ran  a  threshing 
machine  through  the  country. 

February  11, 1805,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
I,  First  Minnesota  Heavy  Artillery,  and  was 
stationed  at  Chattanooga  until  discharged 
July  18th,  the  same  year.  Eeturning  to 
Northfield,  he  dealt  in  horses  and  ran  the 
thresher  and  resided  there  until  18GS,wlien  he 
removed  to  this  county.  He  has  owned  sev- 
eral different  pieces  of  land  at  various  times, 
purchasing  his  present  residence  in  1885. 

Mr.  Glidden  was  married  August  12, 1854, 
to  Miss  Lucy  Adelia  Persons,  a  native  of 
Vermont,  and  daug-hter  of  Loring  and  Jan- 
nette  M.  (llutton')  Pei'.soiis,  the  former  a 
native  of  ]\[assacliusctts,  the  latter  of  New 
York  State.  By  this  union  there  have  been 
two  children— JIary  J.  and  Charles  L.  Mary 
was  married  in  1871  to  Ira  L.  Gleason,  now 
a  resident  of  Meeker  county,  Minn.  By  this 
union  there  are  six  children — three  sons  and 
three  daughters.  Charles  was  married  in  1881 
to  Prudence  E.  "W"orlcman.  He  is  engaged  in 
farming  with  his  father. 

MT  ENRY  ENERSON.  one  of  the  leading 
IKL  farmers  of  Bergen  township,  and  the 
present  assessor  of  that  precinct,  is  a  native 
of  Norway,  anil  is  the  son  of  Peter  and 
Carrie  (Olson)  Enerson.  Tlie  family  came 
to  this  country  in  1801,  when  Henry  was 
but  seven,  years  of  age,  and  settled  in 
Goodhue  county,  this  State,  where  tlicy 
lived  four  years,  and  then  came  to  lyfcLeod 
county.  His  father  was  a  farmer  in  the  old 
country,  and  followed  that  calling  after 
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coming  to  the  New  World.  The  latter  was 
born  in  Norway,  January  2,  1820,  and  died 
in  1885.  He  was  a  prominent  man  here  and 
was  actively  identified  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  town.  The  mother  of 
the  family  was  born  in  1821,  and  is  still 
living.  They  had  nine  children — ^Enert, 
John,  Matilda,  Helen,  Anna,  Carrie,  Ole, 
Henry  and  Mary. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  acquired 
in  this  county,  and  he  began  in  early  life  to 
assist  in  tilling  the  home  farm.  This  avoca- 
tion he  has  foUoAved  nearly  all  his  life  and 
has  made  a  success  of  his  endeavors.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  some 
twenty-six  yeai-s  of  age,  when  he  was  mar- 
ried and  set  up  a  home  of  his  own.  January 
2,  1880,  he  led  to  tlie  marriage  altar  Miss 
Sarah  Johnson,  a  native  of  Bergen  toAvnship, 
Avlio  was  tlie  second  girl  born  in  that  pre- 
cinct, her  brother,  Thomas,  being  the  first 
white  child  born  in  the  town.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Christian  Johnson,  an  early  set- 
tler of  this  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Enerson  have  a  family  of 
four  bright  and  interesting  children,  whose 
names  are  as  follows — Josephine,  Clara, 
Peter,  Oscar  and  Christian  Theodore.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutii- 
eran  church  and  are  active  in  all  religious 
work.  Our  subject  is  a  strong  adherent  of 
the  principles  of  the  anti-monopoly  move- 
ment and  is  independent  in  politics.  He 
was  elected  to  the  oHice  of  assessor  in  ]  88i 
and  held  that  position  for  one  year,  and  was 
again  chosen  to  Jill  tliat  place  in  the  spring 
of  1888.  He  also  lield  the  office  of  town 
supervisor  in  1883  and  in  188Y. 

#EORGE  EBLING,  the  leading  mer- 
chant of  the  village  of  Brownton,  and 
one  of  its  most  enterprising  business  men, 
came  to  that  place  in  1885  and  bought  out  the 


stock  and  good  will  of  A.  E.  Neitzel,  a  dealer 
in  general  merchandise,  and  since  that  time 
he  has  occupied  an  important  position  in  the 
mercantile  circles  of  the  village.  He  was 
born  in  Hesse  Darmstadt,  Germany,  Decem- 
ber 25,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and 
Sybilla  (Mantz)  Ebling.  In  1843  he  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents, 
wlio,  after  landing  at  the  port  of  New  York, 
came  West  and  settled  near  Washington, 
Eichfield  county.  Wis.,  on  a  farm. 

The  snbject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
the  "  Badger  State,"  and  there  received  the 
elements  of  his  education  and  lived  until 
1860,  when  he  went  to  Missouri  to  attend 
the  Lutheran  seminary  and  finish  his  educa- 
tion. He  was  graduated  from  that  institution 
and  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1865,  and 
was  a  vigilant  watchman  upon  the  walls  of 
Zion  until  coming  to  the  village  of  Brown- 
ton.  He  labored  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord 
in  Indiana  until  1807,  and  then  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  at 
Germantown,  Wis.,  where  he  ministered  to 
the  spiritual  wants  of  that  fold  until  1875. 
He  has  also  laboT-ed  in  spreading  the  gospel 
in  Hutchinson,  this  county;  in  Columbia 
county.  Wis. ;  at  Plymouth,  in  the  latter 
State,  and  at  other 'points.  For  twenty 
years  he  preached  the  Word,  but  failing 
health  caused  him  to  give  it  up  for  the  time 
being,  and  he  now  devotes  his  energies  to  his 
present  business. 

Mr.  Ebling  was  married  December  8, 
1869,  to  Mrs.  Christine  Schneider,  the  widow 
of  J.  Schneider.  She  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton county.  Wis.,  and  received  a  liberal  edu- 
cation in  that  locality.  By  this  union  there 
have  been  born  a  family  of  nine  children,  who 
bear  the  following  names  —  Richard  B., 
Amandus  P.,  Gerson  P.  S.,  Mary  A.  B., 
Adaline  L.,  Laura  S.,  Perpetua  H.,  Etta  P. 
and  Lydia.  Mr.  Ebling  is  a  prohibitionist  in 
his  politics  as  well  as  in  belief,  and  a  worthy 
and  zealous  Christian  gentleman. 
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WENCL  .KASPER,  of  the  town  of 
Eich  Valley,  and  one  of  its  earliest 
settlor's,  came  to  this  county  in  1858  and  filed 
a  preemption  claim  to  160  acres  on  section  9, 
and  there,  after  building  himself  a  Jog  cabin, 
resided  for  a  year  and  a  half,  and  then 
abandoning  it,  removed  to  section  Y,  where 
he  now  lives.  Here  he  made  all  the  improve- 
ments. His  first  house  on  this  farm,  a  log 
cabin,  was  used  as  a  fort  during  the  Indian 
troubles,  five  families  taking  refuge  therein. 

Mr.Jfasper  is  a  native^  of  Bohemia,  born 
in  1816,  and  is  the  son  of  Wenol  and  Mary 
(Mares)  Kasper.  lie  was  the  youngest  of  the 
family  and  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
lafld  of  his  birtli.  In  1854:,  with  a  view  to 
•  better  his  fortune,  he  loft  the  homo  of  his 
fathers  and  crossed  the  ocean  to  America. 
From  New  York,  where  ho  landed,  he  made 
his  way  to  Wisconsin,  where  lie  was  engaged 
in  labor  of  various  kinds.  Four  years  lie  i-e- 
mained  there  and  then,  in  company  with  sev- 
eral families,  came  here  as  mentioned.  Here 
he  has  made  his  home  ever  since  and  been 
highly  successful  in  surrounding  himself  with 
a  fine  property. 

Mr.  Kasper  was  married  in  1841,  to  Miss 
Catherine  DrahoSj  who  is  the  mother  of  seven 
living  children — John,  Anton,  Mary,  Frank, 
Annie,  Josepli  and  George.  They  liave  lost 
two  girls,  both  bearing  the  name  of  Faimie. 

In  his  politics  our  subject  is  a  democrat, 
but  has  retired  to  a  gi-eat  extent  from  med- 
dling in  business  and  politics,  calmly  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  a  well-s])ent  life. 

Joseph  Kasper,  who  was  born  January  31, 
1860,  is  th(5  first  child  of  Bohemian  parent- 
age born  in  the  county,  his  father  being  the 
first  settler  of  that  nationality.  He  is  carry- 
ing on  the  home  farin  with  his  brother 
George  and  is  a  practical  farmer.  Last  year 
he  was  engaged  in  buying  wheat  at  Silver 
Lake,  for  0.  E.  Lindborg  &  Co.  George,  an 
educated,  well-posted  and  intelligent  young 
man,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  this  his 


native  county,  and  finished  at  the  Stevens 
Seminary.  Tiie  brothers  have  a  fine  farm 
of  some  200  acres  and  it  shows  by  its  appear- 
ance that  they  know  their  business. 

"ILEMUEL  H.  DILLEY,  who  is  engaged  in 
11^^  the  purchase  of  wheat  in  the  village 
of  Brownton,  came  to  that  place  in  the  fall 
of  1886,  from  Farniington,  this  State,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  buying  grain  for  E. 
T.  Archibold  &  Co.,  of  Dundas,  Minn.  He 
was  born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  'May  3,  185Y, 
and  is  the  son  of  Perry  A.  ;ind  Harriet  (IJur- 
son)  pilley,  natives  of  Ohio  and  Virginia, 
respectively.  His  pai'cnts  came  to  Minne- 
sota in  1858,  ami  for  ten  years  made  their 
home  in  Ilico  county,  but  afterward  re- 
moved to  Dakota  county,  where  they  now 
reside.  His  father  is  a  farmer  and  mason, 
and  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  that  part  of 
the  State.  He  is  the  parent  of  eight  chil- 
dren —  Susan,  Eachcl,  Ephraim,  John, 
Harriet,  William,  Lemuel  and  James  (de- 
ceased). 

The  school  days  of  our  subject  wore  spent 
at  Castle  Itock,  .Dakota  county,  ho  having 
unusual  facilities  alfoi'dcd  him  for  acquiring 
knowledge,  and  he  Avas  some  twenty  years 
old  cro  ho  had  finished  his  course.  For  a 
few  yeai's  ho  tiicn  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  but  in  1882  commenced  his  career 
in  the  grain  trade,  entering  the  om[)loy  of  G. 
W.  JElile,  of  Faribault,  this  State,  and  was 
sent  to  Renville  to  transact  business.  One 
year  later  he  contracted  his  services  to  E.  T. 
Archibold  &  Co.,  for  whom  he  bought  wheat 
at  Hector  and  at  Farniington.  After  spend- 
ing some  two  years  and  a  half  at  the  latter 
place  he  came  liei'o. 

Mr.  Dillc^^  wedded  Miss  [Rfaud  A.Eand, 
August  11, 1883,  at  Faribault,!Minn.,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  one  chiki,  !Maml  Evelyn, 
Avhose  birtli  took  ])laco  May  2,  1887.  His 
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wife  is  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  born  Decem- 
ber 5,  18C2,  and  is  tlie  daughter  of  Guy 
Eand  and  M'ife.  Slio  attended  school  at 
Faribault,  where  her  parents  had  moved, 
Mr.  Dilley  is  a  prohibitionist  in  his  politics 
and  in  religion  a  Methodist.  He  has  won  a 
host  of  warm  frio.nds  since  coming  to  this 
point  and  is  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  the  county. 

i^OL.  ROBERT  S.  DONALDSON,  who 
is  one  of  the  ))rominent  and  intiuen- 
tial  citizens  oi:  this  part  of  the  State,  is 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  machinery 
at  the  village  of  Stewart.  He  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  having  been  born  in  Perry  county, 
October  13,  1828,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Nancy  (Siilfcr)  Donaldson.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  Virginia,  and  had  left  that 
State,  Avhcre  they  were  engaged  in  farming, 
about  1S2(>,  i.md  moved  to  Ohio,  where  the 
fatlier  died  in  1833.  After  his  death  the 
family  removed  to  "Wood  county,  in  the  same 
State,  but  two  years  later  returned  to  their 
old  homestead. 

The  subject  of  tiiis  sketch  remained  at 
home  until  he  was  about  sixteen  years  of 
age,  drawing  his  education  from  the  schools 
of  his  native  State.  Tn  1843  he  went  to  Miami 
county,  Ind.,  and  commenced  an  appren- 
ticeship at  the  carpenter  and  joiner's  trade 
with  his  brother,  E..  F.  Donaldson^  and  made 
his  homo  in  that  State,  working  at  his  cliosen 
calling  until  the  spring  of  1855,  when,  with 
some  thirteen  others  and  their  families,  he 
came  to  ^Minnesota  and  formed  Avliat  was 
known. as  the  Hoosier  settlement,  about  four 
miles  west  of  Farmington,  Dakota  county. 
In  the  summer  of  1861,  while  the  heavy  pall 
of  civil  war  hung  over  our  land  and  rebellion 
ran  riot  in  our  country,  Mr.  Donaldson,  filled 
with  patriotic  ardor,  raised  a  company  of 
men  for  service,  and  they  were  mustered  in, 
October  lYth,  as  Company     Fourth  Minne- 


sota Infantry,  and  he  was  commissioned  as 
captain.  Tliey  were  at  once  ordered  tp 
Fort  llidgely,  wlicrc  they  remained  all  win- 
ter, and  in  the  spring  proceeded  to  the  South, 
"  where  deeds  of  eternal  fame  were  being 
done."  He  served  with  his  company  until 
July  24,  1863,  and  participated  in  the  battles 
of  luka,  Port  Gibson,  Raymond,  Jackson, 
Champion  Hill  and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg, 
but  on  the  date  just  mentioned  he  was  pro^- 
moted  to  tiie  position  of  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  Fiftieth  United  States  Colored  In- 
fantry. He  continued  in  command  of  tin's 
regiment  until  March  21, 18G5,  wlienhe  was 
transferred  to  the  Sixty -fourth  United  States 
Colored  Infantry,  witii  tlie  rank  of  colonel. 
In  July  following  he  was  appointed  assist- 
ant commissioner  of  the  Fre'edmen's  Bureau, 
and  hatl  the  control  of  the  northern  half  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  occupied  that 
important  position  until  April  17,  1866.  The 
following  letter,  in  his  possession,  was  re- 
ceived by  him  while  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  in  this  field,  and  explains  itself: 

Room  Puiends ok  Conthoii  kou Ueijef  of  Fiieed.men . 

CI^•CINNAT^,  Ohio,  12lli  Mo.,  27,  1805. 
Qol  BonnUwn,  Ansi.  Commimoncr,  etc.,  JackMii,  ^fi^l, 
DuAii  Sm : — I  received  this  morning  a  copy  of  thy 
offlcinl  report  of  a  recent  tour  of  inspection  through 
lliy  (llalrict  in  compnny  witli  3.  II.  Douglas,  of  our 
society.  Tlie  report  is  iiighly  satisfnctpry  and  encourng- 
ing  to  us  and  will  be  to  the  society  which  wo  represent. 
We  feel  under  many  olJligations  to  thee,  not  only  for 
the  kindness  and  favors  shown  to  J.  H.  D.,  but  for 
similar  acta  toward  all  our  agents  and  teachers,  who 
are  located  in  thy  district.  J.  II.  Douglas,  Dr.  N.  B. 
Hill  and  all  our  friends  who  have  met  tlicc,  speak  in 
tlio  highest  terms  of  thy  kindness  to  them,  and  of  thy 
faithfulness  and  efficiency  in  the  discharge  of  thy 
official  duties.  Please  accept  the  thanks  of  the  Board 
of  Control  and  through  it,  of  the  society  which  we 
represent.    Witli  much  respect  I  am 

Thy  sincere  friend, 
Dan  I  EI,  HiMi,  Secretary,  etc. 

Colonel  Donaldson,  on  leaving  the  service, 
returned  to  iiis  homo  in  Dakota  county, 
wiiere  he  remained  until  1877,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Sibley  county,  and  located  on  a 
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homestead  about  three  miles  from  Stewart, 
where  he  lived  until  embarking  in  his  present 
business.  He  has  always  occupied  an  im- 
portant place  in  this  portion  of  the  State, 
having  served  for  live  years  as  one  of  the 
regents  of  the  State  University,  as  well  as 
filling  other  less  important  offices.  He  was 
married  December  29,  18J:9,  to  Miss  Eliza 
(Qurry,  who  was  born  in  Preble  county,  Ohio, 
September  1, 1828,  and  is  the  daiighter  of 
James  and  Ella  (Van  Porn)  Curry,  and  by 
this  union  they  have  six  children — Oiar- 
ence  F.,  Mary  J.,  Horace,  Cora  E.,  0. 11. 
and  Laura.  Mary  Jane,  A[rs.  Joseph  Tur- 
nev,  lives  in  Trail  county,  Dak.;  Clarence, 
who  married  !N[iss  Emma  Pari  em  an,  lives  in 
Dakota  county,  Minn.;  lloraco  married 
Miss  Jennie  Johnson,  and  has  his  home  in 
Dakota  county;  Cora  E.,  wife  of  Daniel 
O'Conner,  lives  in  tlie  same  ])ortion  of  the 
State,  and  O.R.,  married  Miss  Carrie  ITouck, 
and  is  a  merchant  in  Stewart. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Donaldson  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Dakota  county.  She  was  born  near 
Martinsburg,  Va.,  March  3,  1801,  and  live 
years  later  Avas  taken  by  her  parents  to 
Preble  county,  Ohio,  Avhci-e  she  grew  to 
womanhood,  and  there  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  James  Curry,  a  ta,nner  and  farmer, 
of  the  vicinity,  Foi*  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
century  they  lived  in  that  part  of  the 
"Buckeye"  State,  and  reared  five  out  of  the 
family  of  six  children  born  to  them,  one 
dying  at  the  age  of  seventeen. 

In  1841  the  family  removed  to  Miami, 
county,  Ind.,  where  Mr.  Curry  followed 
farming  until  1857,  when,  following  their 
children,  they  came  to  Minnesota,  and  lo- 
cated in  Dakota  county,  where  Mr.  Curry 
was  residing  at  the  time  he  heard  the  call  of 
the  Angel  of  Death,  in  June,  18G4.  Mi's. 
Curry,  or  "  Aunt  Ella"  as  she  is  more  famil- 
iarly  known,  has  been  a  consistent  and  zeal- 
ous Christian  for  eighty  years,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  women  in  the  State. 


ILLIAM  SITZ,  an  energetic  farmer 
of  Lynn  township,  living  on  section 


8,  was  born  in  Prussia,  September  20,  1840, 
and  is  the  son  of  August  and  Eva  (^Zin)  Sitz. 
When  he  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age  he 
was  brought  to  the  United  States,  and  settled 
with  them  in  Eacine  county,  Wis.,  near  the 
village  of  Burlington,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  llis  father  rented  a  farm  in  that 
place  and  our  subject  spent  his  years  in 
attending  school  and  in  iussisLing  in  carrying 
on  the  place.  In  1803  ho  roi'novcd  with  the 
family  to  Minnesota  and  here,  in  the  town 
of  Lynn,  the  father  took  a  homestead  on  sec- 
tion 8,  upon  which  he  lived  until  June,  1885, 
wiien  he  was  called  away  by  death.  This 
farm  is  the  one  now  owned  by  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. . 

Mr.  Sitz  was  united  in  marriage,  January 
20,  18G9,  with  Miss  Alberttina  ^Mallow,  a 
native  of  Prussia,  and  the  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Minnie  Mallow.  By  this 
union  there  have  been  born  live  childi'cu,  as 
follows  —  Mary,  born  :May  3,  1871;  Julia, 
born  March  11,  1873;  August,  born  April 
18, 187C;  Gustavo,  born  February  13,  1880; 
and  Eniil,  born  ISovember  13, 1882. 

AVhen  the  family  came  to  this  country  they 
wore  in  poverty,  as  are  most  of  the  emigrant 
class,  but  by  diligence  and  industry  they 
have  succeeded  in  raising  themselves  to  coni 
parative  altluence  and  our  subject,  who  pro- 
vides for  llis  mother,  is  reaping  the  reward  of 
thrift  and  economy,  lie  lias  a  line  farm  of 
280  acres  of  excellent  land,  only  a  third  of 
which  ho  linds  necessai-y  to  bring  under  cult- 
ure, has  a  good  and  substantial  dwelling, 
commodious  barn  and  other  out-buildings, 
and  the  whole  is  surrounded  by  a  beautiful 
grove. 

Mr.  Sitz  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  and  is  a  consistent  Christian  gentle- 
man, lie  is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views 
and  a  strong  adherent  of  the  principles  of 
that  organization.   Ho  has  one  brother  and 
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one  sister  living;  tlie  former,  Edward,  lives 
in  tlie  same  town;  the  latter,  Amelia,  the 
widow  of  Jacob  Stahl,  resides  in  Otter  Tail 
county,  this  State. 

^^NERT  ENERSON,  one  of  the  leading 
agriculturists  of  the  town  of  Bergen, 
resides  on  the  farm  upon  which  his  parents 
settled  in  1865.  He  is  a  native  of  Norway, 
born  March  17,1848,and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and 
Carrie  (Olson)  Enorson.  The  family,  which 
consisted  of  the  parents  and  nine  children, 
came  to  thiscounti-y  in  1801,  and  for  a  time 
resided  in  Goodhue  county.  Froni  there 
they  moved  to  this  connt\\  Encrt  was  the 
eldest  of  the  children,  the  others  being  Oar- 
i'ie,01e,  Henry,  John,  Matilda,  Helen,  Anna 
and  Mary. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
his  native  land,  and  thei-e  attended  school 
until  ho  Avas  thirteen  years  old,  when  he 
emigiutod  Avith  his  ])arents  to  the  New  AYorld. 
He  availed  himself  oC  the  school  privileges 
of  Goodhue  county,  on  locating  tliero,  but 
only  for  a  short  time.  At  the  age  of  fif- 
teen he  commenced  life  for  himself,  worlcipg 
for  his  Cather  and  others  at  agricultural  labor. 
In  1872  ho  purchased  a  tract  of  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Helen  and  com- 
menced its  improvement.  He  put  up  a  house 
and  after  grubbing  out  some  twenty  acres, 
sold  the  place  to  vSustef  Guiulerson.  On 
the  death  of  his  father,  December  20,  1880, 
he  took  chai'ge  of  tlio  family  homestead 
Avhere  ho  now  lives. 

Mr.  Enorson  was  united  in  marriage  May 
IT,  1870,  with  Miss  Dora  Abolson,  a  native 
of  Norway,  also,  who  came  to  this  country 
with  her  father  in  1805.  13y  this  union  there 
have  been  born  a  family  of  seven  children — 
Caroline,  Emma,  Carl,  Sophia,  Oliver,  Tiieo- 
dore  and  Arthur.    In  his   politics,  Mr. 


Enerson  is  a  republican,  having  cast  his  fii^t 
ballot  for  Grant  in  1872.  He  and  his  fain- 
ily  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and 
are  zealous  Christians.  He  is  one  of  the 
present  town  board,  having  been  elected  to 
that  office  in  1887. 

— •  '♦i^*  "5^1^? •"K*" — 

J~OHN  KASPER,  an  old  settler  of  the  town 
Jl  .  of  Rich  Valley,  cafne  here  in  July,  1858, 
and  located  on  section  0,  where  he  has  lived 
ever  since.  lie  has  a  fine  farm  of  some  160 
acres  and  he  lias  it  \Vell  improved  and  well 
stocked.  He  is  a  native  of  far  uAvay  Bohemia, 
born  April  13, 1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Wencl 
and  ]Jarbara  (Dralios)  Kasper.  In  1854  our 
subject  came  to  the  United  States  and  after 
landing  at  New  York,  located  in  Eacine, 
AVis.,  where  ho  stayed  four  years,  engaged  in 
farm  labor.  He  then  came  to  McLeod  county 
and  made  a  settlement  and  has  resided  here 
over  since.  After  receiving  the  elements  of 
his  education  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  he 
there  learned  the  locksmith's  trade  and  fol- 
lowed that  until  coming  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Kasper  was  married  October  19, 1865, 
to  Miss  Susanna  Ffail',  a  daughter  of  Charles 
Meyers,  shei  taking  the  name  of  her  step- 
father Alexander  Pfaff,  after  the  death  of 
her  own  father  and  the  re-niarriage  of  her 
mother.  '  She  has  presented  her  husband 
Avith  eight  cliildren — Susanna,  Louisa,  John, 
Mary,  James,  Fannie,  Nellie  and  Edward. 
Susanna  is  the  wife  of  John  Iluderre,  but  the 
rest  are  single. 

Mr.  Kasper  Avas  elected  to  the  office  of 
county  commissioner  in  J 874  and  held  that 
position  for  ten  years.  He  has  been  justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  town  for  many  years  and 
is  prominently  identified  with  the  school  in- 
terests. He  is  the  secretary  of  the  cemetery 
society  of  the  township,  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  of  the  literary  asso- 
ciation of  Hutchinson.   He  is  a  democrat  in 
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his  politics  and  a  staunch  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  that  party.  He  is,  in  tiie  full- 
est sense  of  the  word,  a  representative  man 
of  the  community  and  one  of  its  most  influ- 
ential citizens. 


RS.  CATHERINE  MARTIN,  the  wid- 


lS\^^%.  o\v  of  Pliinous  ]\rartin,  a  ])rominent 
and  energetic  farmer  of  Collins  towns!) ip, 
resides  upon  the  old  homestead  on  section  9.' 
Slie  is  the  daughtQ^^f  Peter  and  Janet 
(Jjoutrlas)  Mclnroy,  and  was  born  in  Perth- 
shire, near  Dunkell,  Scotland,  Pebruaiy  G, 
1833.    "When  she  was  but  thi-ee  yeai's  old 
her  parents  imniigi-ated  to  the  United  States 
and  settled   in    Cayuga  county,   IST.  Y. 
where  her  father  bought  a  farm.   A  few 
years  later  the  family  removed  to  Waukesha 
county,  Wis.,  where  she  was  i-cared  to  wom- 
anhood.   She  drew  her  education  fi-om  the 
excellent  schools  of  "  thePadger  State"  and 
ITarch  9,  1851,  was  united  in  mari'iage  with 
Phineas  Martin,  the  son  of  William  and 
Caroline  (£helj2s)  _Arartm  born  in 

Lower  Canada,  September  6,  182G.  After 
their  marriage  the  young  couple  moved  to 
the  farm  belonging  to  Mr.  Martin,  not  far 
from  her  pai'ents'  home,  ami  resided  there 
until  1871.    At  that  time  he  and  his  family 
came  to  this  county  and  ]\[r.  Martin  rentetl 
a  farm  and  engaged  in  its  cultivation,  and 
the  family  made  their  home  there  for 
seven  years.    At  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  in  1878,  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  9  where  the  widow  and  her 
children  now  live,  and  where  Mr.  Martin 
passed  away  to  that  "land  Elysian,  Avhose 
portals  we  call  death,"  regretted  by  ail  and 
mourned  by  his  sorrowing  family.    He  was 
an  enterprising  and  industrious  man  and  one 
ct)cst  luteal  it}'.  Hehadthewai'in- 
e.st  esteem  and  respect  of  the  cntii'e  commu- 
nity.   He  left  behind  hiin.  five  children,  two 


others  having  gone  before.    Their  record  is 
as  follows— Ida  I.,  born  October  17,  1852, 
died  November  25,1852;  James  F.,  born 
June  5,  lS5Jr,  died  August  22,  1856;  Ida 
Matilda,  who  was  born  August  3,  185G,  mar- 
ried Johnlvuni,  and  is  a  resident  of  Collins; 
Emma  Catherine,  now  l\[rs.  Purt  Shepherd,' 
was  born  August  23,1858;  Mary,  J^lrs.  Al- 
exander  Fallvner,of  Collins,  was  boi-n  Mai-ch 
20,  1SG5  ;  Edmond,  born  March  11.  18G3, 
aiul  William,  born  October  17,  ISGl,  are  at 
homo  with  their  motiier.    The  homestead 
now  contains  some  120  acres  of  land  and 
they  luivo  the  ])laco  well  stoclced  and  im- 
proved.   The  sons  carry  on  the  farm. 


^VLIVER  PIERCE,  one  of  the  pioneers 
\^    of  the  county  of  ]\rcLeod,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  the  town  of  Acoma,  livingon  a  farm 
on  section  23.    He  is  a  native  of  E.ssox,  ICssex 
county,  ]\rass.,  boi-n  Eebruary  8,  1834.  Ho 
I'emained  with  his  parents  until  he  was  some 
fifteen  years  of  ago  and  then  went  to  sea  be- 
fore the  mast.    This  he  followed  during  the 
summer  months  and  in  tiie  winters  went  to 
school.    Thus  he  passed  the  time  until  185C, 
Avhen  he  came  to  I'aribault,  Rice  county, 
this  State,  and  stayed  there  a  few  months. 
After  visiting  various  parts  of  the  West,  in 
the  fall  he  returned  to  his  Eastern  home  and 
there  remained  that  winter.    April  13, 1857, 
he  went  to  Poston,  where  a  company  of 
some  twenty-seven  ])eople  were  gatiiering 
from  Essex,  Mass.,  anil  Lee,  N.  II.,  Avith  the 
intention  of  coming  to  what  is  now  Hutchin- 
son, and  he  joined  his  fortune  to  theirs. 
After  many  amusing  adventures  they  finally 
reached   their  journey's  end,  ari'iVing  in 
Ilutohinson  May  19th.    That  same  (Iay°Iirr. 
.Pierce  went  into  what  is  now  Acoma  and 
after  looking  around,  picked  out  his  present 
placo  and  returned  to  the  incipient  village. 
He  put  up  a  tent  on  the  north  side  of  Uie 
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river  afc  that  place  for  a  sliclter  and  all  that 
summer  he  was  engaged  in  bre.aking  up 
small  tracts  of  land  for  the  settlers  and  about 
four  acres  on  his  own  i)lace.  The  following 
winter  he  went  into  the  woods  six  miles 
awa,y  and  drew  logs  to  the  saw-mill  to  manu- 
facture into  lumbei'.  In  the  spring  of  1858 
he  moved  to  his  claim  and  putting  up  a  log 
cabin  commenced  to  till  the  ground.  Ilard- 
shi})s  were  to  be  endured  that  tried  the  nerve 
of  these  settlers,  and  Mi'.  Fierce  can  tell  of 
many  trials  and  troubles  passed  through  b}' 
the  pioneers  of  this  county.  Prices  for  what 
thev  did  raise  were  but  ver}'  little,  aJid  the 
supplies  needed  brought  a  high  figure.  To 
give  some  idea  of  iirices  in  those  days,  it  is 
statcil  that  Mr.  Pierce,  in  1860,  gave  twenty- 
five  bushels  of  good  wheat  for  a  coat  that 
could  be  bought  to-day  for  $2.50. 

Wx.  Fierce  was  quite  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  actions  of  the  settlers  during 
the  times  of  the  Indian  outbreak  and  was 
one  of  the  party  that  went  from  his  locality 
and  foi'tified  Ceder  Point,  in  the  lake  of  that 
name.  After  he  had  remained  there  some 
little  time  he  returned  to  the  village  of 
Hutchinson  and  joining  the  home  guard 
company'  was  elected  lieutenant.  He  was 
in  the  stockade  all  the  time  of  the  assault 
and  [)articipatcd  in  the  expedition  that  went 
out  to  get  the  bod}"^  of  Caleb  Sanborn,  that 
was  killed  in  Cedar  Mills  township,  and 
when  they  were  ambushed  and  Daniel  Cross 
killed  be  stood  beside  that  victim  of  savage 
cruelty  and  one  of  the  rifle  balls  cut  his 
clothing,  just  missing  his  body.  During 
those  trying  days  Mr.  Pierce  was  married, 
in  October,  1802,  to  Miss  Harriet  Jones, 
and  that  winter  lived  in  the  village.  The 
next  spring  they  removed  to  his  farm,  where 
they  iiave  lived  ever  since. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  always  been 
one  of  the  most  active  men  in  all  town 
matters  and  when  the  town  was  organized 
in  1806  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  supervis- 


ors, and  has  held  some  town  offices  ever 
since,  lie  was  one  of  the  most  popular 
justices  of  the  peace  for  twenty  years  and 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  in  1882,  and  fills  that  impor- 
tant office  at  the  present  writing.  He  has 
also  been  largely  instrumental  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  educational  features  of 
the  town  and  was  the  organizer  of  the  Acoma 
and  Lynn  Townships  Insurance  Societj',  of 
which  he  was  secretary  for  years.  He  is 
the  parent  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living. 

•  ''*">>  

CONRAD,  M'ho  is  engaged  in  gen- 
Jp>^  eral  farming  and  stock-raising  on 
section  31.  Eich  Valley  township,  came  to 
this  county  Lfay  4,  1872,  and  purchased  the 
100  acres  of  land  where  he  now  lives,  which 
was  all  improved.  He  was  born  in  Prussia, 
August  9, 1842,  and  is  the  son  of  Gottlieb  Con- 
rad. He  was  reared  in  that  land,  and'  there 
received  the  education  provided  by  the  state. 
On  leaving  school  he  assisted  his  father  in 
the  labors  on  the  farm,  for  his  father  was 
a  farmer,  until  the  latter  died,  which  oc- 
curred when  the  subject  of  this  histor}'  was 
about  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age. 
There  were  live  children  in  the  family  — 
Fred,  August,  Julius,  "Wilhelmina  atid  Au- 
gusta. On  attaining  manhood  Mr.  Conrad 
took  his  place  in  the  Prussian  army,  as  is 
the  lot  of  every  able-bodied  German  youth, 
and  served  his  country. 

In  the  year  18T0  ho  crossed  the  ocean, 
leaving  his  friends,  relatives  and  home  to 
find  in  the  New  World  that  fortune  so  hard 
to  find  in  his  native  land.  After  a  voyage 
of  thirteen  days  he  landed  at  Providence, 
K.  I.,  and  remained  in  that  city,  at  work 
in  a  woolen  factory,  for  two  years.  In 
the  sjH'ing  of  1872  ho  came  to  Afinnosota 
and  settled  on  the  farm  in  IMcLeod  county, 
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where  he  now  lives,  and  has  since  that  given 
his  whole  attention  to  agriculture. 

Mr.  Conrad  was  married  to  Miss  Christine 
Snyder  in  June,  1872.  The  lady  is  a  native 
of  the  same  village  in  Germany  as  himself. 
She  came  to  the  United  States  in  1869,  and 
after  a  short  time  spent  in  Bristol,  E.  I., 
went  to  Providence,  where  she  remained 
until  18Y2,  when  she  came  to  this  county, 
and  was  married  here.  By  this  union  there 
have  been  born  six  children — Julius,  William, 
Elvina,  Richard,  Bertha  and  Mena. 

In  his  political  views  our  subject  affiliates 
with  the  republican  party,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  treasurer  of  the  school  district  for 
twelve  years,  and  other  positions.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Lutheran  cliurcli. 

JOHN  S.  BILLINGS,  who  is  now  cari-y. 
ing  on  agribultural  pursuits  on  section 
28,  of  (South)  Hutchinson  township,  is  a 
native  of  Stark  county,  Ohio,  born  May  15, 
183C,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  Bill- 
ings. His  parents,  natives  of  Connecticut 
and  "Penn.sylvania,  respectively,  moved  in 
1843  to  Nobles  county,  Ind.,  and  there  made  a 
settlement.  In  1854  they  again  moved  west- 
ward, following  tiie  frontier,  and  settled  in 
Wausiiara county, "Wis., where  the  fatherdied. 

The  subject  of  tliis  personal  history  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  tlio  farm  of  his  father 
and  received  his  education  in  the  sciiools  of 
Indiana.  After  liis  father's  death  he  re- 
mained at  home  until  1859,  when  he  returned' 
East  and  was  engaged  in  and  about  Williams 
county,  Ohio,  at  farm  labor,  until  April  23, 
18G1,  wlien,  in  res[)onse  to  the  President's 
call  for  troops  to  serve  three  months,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  0,  Fourteontli  Oiiio  In- 
fantry, under  command  of  Colonel  Sleadman. 
He  was  discharged  at  tiie  expii-ation  of  his 
term  of  service  and  returned  to  his  home, 
and,  being  sick,  stayed  with  his  brotlier  un- 


til fall.  He  then  went  into  the  employ  of  a 
railroad  company,  and  in  the  spring  follow- 
ing, commenced  buying  wheat.  This  busi- 
ness he  continued  to  follow  until  October 
14,  18G6,  when  he  came  to  Minneapolis,  and 
in  that  city  worked  at  his  old  trade,  carpen- 
tering, for  he  had  learned  it  in  AVisconsin. 
lie  followed  this  for  some  eight  years  and 
then  went  to  millwrighting.  In  1880  he 
came  to  Hutchinson  and  bought  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  and  during  the  summere 
attended  to  its  duties,  and 'in  the  winters 
worked  in  the  mills  at  Minneapolis,  until 
1884,  since  which  time  he  has  remained  on 
his  place. 

Mr.  Billings  was  united  in  marriage  July 
2, 1862,  with  AlissSaraii  L.  Spencer.  By  this 
union  there  have  been  born  the  following 
children— Ellsworth,  Clara,  Schuyler,  lioyal, 
deceased  ;  Walter,  Guy  and  Coi'a.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  republican  in  his  politics. 

M^BEL  OSGOOD  is  an  active  and  ener- 
J^p^  getic  member  of  the  farming  com- 
munity of  the  town  of  Penn,  and  has  his 
home  on  section  1,  where  he  has  a  fine  ])lace 
that  embraces  some  120  acres.  He  was 
born  at  Putney,  Windham  county,  Vt.,  ]\lay 
25,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  An- 
geline  (Wilson)  Osgood,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  the  same  State.  He  was  raised 
in  the.  county  of  his  birth  until  he  had  at 
tained  his  thirteenth  year,  atAvhich  time  his 
father,  a  farmer,  came  West  in  search  of 
some  land  easier  to  till  than  the  stony  soil 
of  Eew  England. 

The  family  settled  in  Calumet  county, 
AVis.,  and  there  lived  for  many  years_  and 
there  the  father  died,  the  mother  following 
in  1887.  In  their  household  there  wei'e  sev- 
en children — Nancy,Eliz!iboth,Louisa,  Sarah, 
Emory,  Ezekiel  and  Abel.  Of  these,  the 
last  named  was  the  youngest. 
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The  school  clays  of  our  subject  were  passed 
in  the  district  academies  of  Vermont  and 
Wisconsin,  and  at  tlieage of  nineteen  hecom- 
menced  working  by  the  month  on  a  farm 
near  Minneapolis.  'One  year  later  he  rented 
a  ]iieceof  land  in  Hennepin  county,  and  tilled 
the  soil  for  about  two  years,  and  then, 
in  1 SG8,  came  to  J\[eLeod  county  and  for  a 
couple  of  years  worked  for  others  by  the 
month.  After  this  he  settled  on  the  place 
where  he  now  lives  and  has  made  it  his  home 
ever  since. 

Mr.  Osgood  was  married  in  December, 
1867,  to  Miss  JJattie  Laroway,  a  native  of 
Illinois,  and  the  daughter  of  Thompson  Lar- 
oway.  The  issue  of  this  union  is  iive  cliTT 
dren— Ray  0.,  Edith  M.,  Pearl  I.,  Lee  A.  and 
Earl,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  Avith  their 
father,  their  mother  having  died  February 
17,  1883.  Our  subject  is  a  republican  in  po- 
litical matters,  and  haslilled  many  oflices  in 
the  township.  During  the  fall  of  18Gi  he 
enlisted  in  the  First  Minnesota  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, and  served  until  the  regiment  was  mus- 
tered out  of  service  in  18G5.  They  were 
stationed  at  Chattanooga  on  garrison  duty. 

WENCL  MAKOUSKYf  deceased,  for- 
merly a  resident  of  the  town  of 
Ricii  Valley,  was  born  in  Bolicmia,  Septem- 
ber 3,  1S23.  lie  was  reared  in  liis  native 
land,  and  made  his  home  there  until  1870, 
when  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  this  newer 
country  and  settled  in  McLeod  county,  Minn., 
in  September  of  that  year.  He  at  first  lo- 
cated in  the  western  part  of  Rich  Vallc}'^ 
township,  but  a  slioi-t  time  after  removed  to 
section  i  of  the  same  precinct,  and  there 
bought  IGO  acres  of  land,  and  on  it  made  his 
home  until  tiic  day  of  his  death,  Avhich  oc- 
curred February  8,  1S8C.  He  was  .i  farmer 
in  the  old  country,  and  always  followed  that 


calling.  lie  w;is  mari'ied  iS'ovember  M, 
1859,  to  Miss  Nettie  Juki,  a  native  of  the 
same  portion  of  the  Austrian  dominion,  and 
tlie  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Anna  Juki.  She 
was  the  fourth  in  her  father's  family  of  seven 
cliildren.  B\'  this  union  there  have  been 
seven  children— -Frank,  Wencl,  Adolph, 
Joseph,  Edward,  Nettie  (deceased)  and  Em- 
ily (deceased).  The  boys  carry  on  the  farm 
and  take  care  of  their  mother,  and  are  excel- 
lent citizens. 

Wencl  Makousky  was  a  republican  in  his 
politics,  and  one  of  the  most  influential  men 
in  the  town.  He  Avas  well  educated,  and  a 
man  of  sterling  integrity,  and  merited  and 
received  the  respect  and  esteem,  not  only  of 
the  people  of  the  town,  but  of  every  one  who 
knew  his  worth  in  the  county,  and  the  long 
string  of  fifty  or  more  wagons  that  followed 
him  to  his  last  resting-place  was  but  a  slight 
testimony  of  the  regard  in  which  he  was 
held.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Bohemian 
church,  and  an  active  and  zealous  OhristiiDi. 
He  Avas  ever  ready  Avith  heart  and  hand  to 
engage  in  any  Avork  for  the  public  good,  and 
has  left  his  imprint  on  the  community  in 
which  he  lived. 

Tl^OUlS  5ELTZ,  who  is  engaged  in  fiirm- 
11^^  ing  on  section  11,  Sumter  township, 
is  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  thrifty  and 
industrious  natives  of  Germany  that  have  so 
largely  contributed  to  the  growth  and  devel- 
opment of  this  portion  of  the  State.  He  first 
saw  the  light  in  Prussia,  May  28, 185G,  and 
is  the  son  of  Frederick  Seltz.  His  earlier 
years  were  passed  in  the  fatherland,  but  iti 
18G2  the  family',  in  search  of  the  fortune  so 
hard  to  gras])  in  their  native  land,  immi- 
grated to  the  shores  of  America.  They 
landetl  at  the  jiort  of  New  York  and  from 
there  came  to  this  State  and  located  in  Car- 
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ver  county,  where  tlie  father  took  up  some 
200  acres  of  land  and  tilled  the  soil  until  his 
death  in  1886. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli  was  the  young- 
est in  his  father's  family,  the  others  being 
Charles,   Gustave,   Henrietta,  Wilhelmina, 
Bertha,  Mollie  and  Amelia.    Louis  spent  his 
school  days  in  Carver  county  and  for  the 
first  six  years  after  finishing  his  education, 
followed  farming  in  that  locality.     In  18Y8 
he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased  a  farm 
of  Albert  Newcomb,  and  since  that  period 
has  been  identified  with  the   town  and 
county.    He  was  married  October  30,  1879, 
at  Glencoe,  to  Miss  Mary  Helena  Pringer,  a 
daughter  of  Wilhelm  and  Wilhelmina  (Sny- 
der") Pringer.     Her  parents  were  born  in 
Germany  and  came  to  tiiis  country  in  1853. 
They  lived  in  the  K'ew  England  States  for 
over  twenty  years  and  then  came  to  Minne- 
sota.    They  made  their  home  here  until  a 
a  few  years  ago,  when  they  removed  to 
Dakota,  Avhero  they  now  live.     They  had  a 
family  of  four  children— William,  Henry, 
Augusta  and  Mrs.  Seltz. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seltz  are  tlie  parents  of  five 
children,  as  follows— Louis  F.,  Minnie  H., 
Beftha  A.,  Cl/arles  II.  and  one  deceased. 
The  family  ai-e.  members  of  the  Luthei-an 
church  and  are  zealous  Christians.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  democrat  in  his  political  views  and 
a  strong  adherent  of  tlic  tenets  of  that  party. 
He  takes  great  interest  in  all  educational 
work  and  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
tiiecommunitv. 


TEETER  OLSON-  the  present  town  clerk 
of  Bergen,  is  a  prominent  and  pros- 
perous farmer  of  that  part  of  the  country, 
having  his  home  upon  secti'ou  2Y.  He  is  a 
native  of  Norway,  born  January  18,  184-7, 
and  is  the  son  of  Ole  EngehVetaon,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  country  December  21,1819, 


and  his  wife,  Isabel  (L'eterson)  Engebretson, 
also  a  native  of  that  land.  In  ISGC  thcfam- 
ily  stai'ted  to  cross  the  ocean  to  tlie  United 
States  in  searcli  of  a  now  hoine.  On  the 
way  tlie  mother  died,  May  5th,  and  the  bal- 
ance of  the  family  landed  at  Quebec  the  fol- 
lowing month.  Fi'om  the  latter  city  they 
came  to  Carver  county  by  way  of  ililwaukee 
and  i-emained  there  for  a  year,  after  which 
they  removed  to  this  county  and  settled  in 
tiiis  town.  The  father  had  two  children  liy 
his  first  wife  —  Anna,  born  March  18, 
1843,  thcAvifeof  John  Anderson,  living  in 
Dakota,  and  Peter,  the  subject  of  tiiis  sketch. 
Tile  I'atlicr  was  again  married,  this  time  to 
]\riss  1\'M'y  Elol'son  and  they  are  now  living 
with  tiic  son. 

Peter  came  with  his  parent  to  the  town 
of  Bergen  and  assisted  his  father  in  making 
a  settlement  on  the  land  he  had  purchased 
of  G.  K.  Gilbei't  on  section  27.    Hero  lio 
has  resided  ever  since.    He  was  married  to 
Miss  Raoliol  Anderson,  a  native  of  Norway, 
born  August  9,   184+,   who  became  the 
motiier  of  seven  cliihlren— Ole  Ed  ward,  born 
October  2-i,  3873;  George,  born  February  4, 
1875  ;  Alick,  born  November  7, 1870; Emily, 
born  August  11,  1878;  liebccca,  born  Fi'i)- 
ruary  17,  1881;  Bernett,  born  Septemlior 
30,  1883,  and  Martin  Bantiolpli,  born  Jun(.'4. 
1885.    The  wil'e  and  mother  jiassed  iiwiiy 
in  deatli,  June  4,  1885,  leaving  a  discon.-iiliite 
family.    Tlie  body  was  interred  in  the  Nor- 
wegian Lutheran  church  cemetery,  to  which 
church  the  family  lielong.    [Mr.  Olson  is  a 
rcpul)iican  in  his  jioliticiil  faitii  and  usually 
votes  tlie  ticket  of  thai  party.    He  is  tnking 
a  strong  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  town 
and  is  one  of  its  Iciiding  citizens. 

 «-«S^^-<- — 

OREN  HANSON,  one  of  the  reliable  and 
in'ogrcssive  citizens  of  Collins  town- 
si      is  engiigcd  in  gi'iici'iil  i'armingand  stock- 
raisiufz;  on  soclion        He  is  a  native  of  Den- 
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mark,  born  in  Uliuul,  April  1,  18M,  and  is  the 
son  of  Ilans  and  Anna  Sorenson.  At  the 
earijy  age  of  eight  he  commenced  work, 
choring  in  tiie  summer  and  attending  school 
in  the  winter  months,  as  he  was  compelled  to 
do,  there  being  a  compulsory  education  law 
in  force  in  that  country.  At  tlie  age  of 
fourteen  years  he  was  confirmed  in  tlie 
Lutiicran  cliurch,  which  completed  his 
studies,  it  being  the  law  that  when  received 
into  tlic.cimrch,  which  is  a  state  institution, 
a  ciiild  is  no  longer  compelled  to  attend 
school.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  lie  was 
consci'ipted  into  the  army,  as  is  customary' 
in  his  native  land,  but  was  not  compelled  to 
remain  ail  of  the  time  in  service,  tlie  recruits 
receiving  instruction  in  the  drill  for  a  month 
or  two,  and  are  tlien  allowed  to  I'eturn  to 
tlicir  homes  to 'be  called  on  again.  In  the 
spring  of  1872  he  immigrated  to  this  country, 
and  for  about  five  years  was  engaged  at  work 
in  Oak  Glen  ccmctory,  at  St.  Paul.  In  the 
autumn  of  1.877  he  came  to  tliis  county  and 
secured  sixty  acres  of  a  timber  claim  on  sec- 
tion 5,  Avhere  he  now  lives,  and  commenced 
its  improvement. 

Marcli  31,  1878,  our  subject  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Hanson^  the  (laughter  of  Ifans 
and  Carrie  Matson,  natives  of  Denmark,  and 
the  issue  of  thii3  marriage  has  been  four  cliil- 
dren— Lena,  bcirn  April  6,  1S7<.);  Hans,  born 
February  9,  1881 ;  Anna,  born  December  13, 
18—  ;  and  Thomas,  born  January  5,  1882, 
and  died  February  12,  1882.  When  Mr. 
Hanson  came  to  the  United  States  he  was 
almost  penniless,  and  ^vhcn  ho  arrived  in 
McLood  county  he  was  a  pooi-  man  yet,  but 
by  llic  exercise  of  his  industry,  and  with  fru- 
gal niMnagemont,  he  has  succeeded  in  placing 
himself  on  'a  plane  with  the  well-to-do 
farmui-.s  of  this  section,  and  is  one  of  the  en- 
terprising and  progressive  citizens  of  the 
commimity.  His  place,  which  is  a  fine  one, 
is  well  improved  and  presents  a  neat  and 
tasty  a  ppearance. 


.T^RANK  SWATOSCH.  of  the  town  of 
UP^  Rich  Yalley,  came  to  this  county  in 
the  spring  of  1878,  and  located  on  section  23, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  is  the  owner  of 
100  acres  of  fine  land  and  has  it  well  im- 
proved. He  is  a  native  of  Bohemia,  born 
August  26,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
Swatosch.  The  father  came  to  this  country 
with  his  family  and  settled  in  Eacine,  Wis., 
where  he  died.  The  mother  died  in  1877, 
and  both  were  members  of  the  Catholic 
church. 

Frank  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Racine  mostly,  as  he  was  but  a  boy  when 
they  came  here,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  having  acquired  a  large  amount  of 
useful  knowledge,  quit  school  and  went  to 
Michigan,  where  he  remained  a  year  and  a 
lialf  and  then  returned  to  his  home.  He 
essa3'-ed  to  learn  the  shoemaking  trade  but 
gave  it  up  after  a  sliort  trial  as  he  did  black- 
smithing,  and  adopted  farming  as  a  vocation, 
which  he  has  followed  ever  since.  He  has 
by  diligence  and  energy  accumulated  a  nice 
fortune,  having  a  farm  of  the  best  quality. 

l\Ii-.,  Swatosch  was  married  in  March,  1877, 
at  Racine,  to  Miss  Nettie  Oliany,  also  a  native 
of  ]3ohemia,  who  had  .come  to  this  country 
with  lier  parents,  when  a  young  girl  and  set- 
tled with  tliem  on  a  farm  near  Eacine.  Her 
father  afterward  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
M.  M.  Secor  trunk  factory  and  died  there  in 
1886.  The  issue  of  this  marriage  has  been 
four  children— Nettie,  Fannie,  Mary  and 
Franlc. 

Tiie  subject  of  this  sketch,  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative men  of  the  town,  has  always  been 
a  democi-at  in  his  politics  but  has  had  no 
aspiratiQus  for  preferment.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  road  overseer  of  the  district  as  J  hat 
is  a  duty  that  no  man  ought  to  shirk.  He  is 
educating  his  chiklren  to  their  duties  as  free 
American  citizens  and  in  a  superior  manner 
and  is  one  of  the  enlightened  men  of  the 
county. 
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M^NTON  CHESKET,  of  the  town  of  llicli 
"VliUey^ciung^  to  this  county  in  the 
spring  of  1866,  .T.n.djiettled  on  the  place 
where  he  now  lives,  on  section  4.  He  took 
XI  homestead  and  purchased  some  140  acres 
more  and  now  has  a  good  farm.  He  is  en- 
gaged in  carrying  on  general  farming  and 
«tock-raising  and  has  made  a  great  success 
of  the  business.  Born  in  tlie  southeastern 
part  of  Bohemia  in  1826,  he  is  the  son  of 
Frank  and  Mary  (Shancha)  Chaskct,  and  was 
reared  in  that  picturesque  portion  of  the  Aus- 
trian Empire  and  there  received  liis  educa- 
tion. His  father  was  engaged  in  brick-mak- 
ing and  when  our  subject  Avas  old  enough, 
he  assisted  him  in  his  labors.  He  was  one  of 
a  family  of  ten  children  and  allliad  to  work, 
as  is  customary  in  that  land,  and  our  subject 
was  no  exception.  He  was  married  in  his 
native  land,  in  1845  to  Miss  Anna  Shada,the 
•daughter  of  Frank  and  Salome  (Kcrper) 
Shada,  by  whom  liehas  hadsix  ciiiklren,  viz — 
Frank;  Fannie,  Mrs.  Frank  Wonous,  is  living 
in  Glencoe;  Josie,  the  deceased  wife  of  John 
Lucas,  died  in  November,  1880,  leaving  Jive 
cliildren — Maud,  Ethel,  Thomas,  liichard 
and  Algo;  Lizzie,  Mrs.  John  Nayvatil,  living  in 
Minneapolis;  Anthony,  a  farmer  of  this  town, 
who  married  Miss  Louisa  "Washburn,  and 
Mary,  the  deceased  wife  of  Charles  AVilliams, 
who  died  in  Ji^^^lSST,  leaving  two  children 
— ePeiV^i' and  AVillie.  Mr.  Clicsket  and  his 
family  came  to  the  United  States  in  1858  and 
settled  in  Racine  county,  Wis.,  wliei-e  they 
made  tiieir  Jiome  until  coming  here. 

Frank  Ciikskkt,  the  son  of  the  above 
named  gentleman,  was  born  in  Bohemia, 
January  7,  1847.  He  recieved  an  excellent 
education  in  AVisconsin,  where  the  family  lo- 
cated, and  at  the  close  of  his  school  days 
■commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  shoemaking, 
but  after  a  short  trial,  gave  it  up  and  adopted 
farming  as  a  calling,  and  has  followed  that 
Avocation  all  his  life.  He  came  to  this  State 
with  his  father  and  lived  with  him  until  his 


marriage,  which  occurred  .Docemhor  ill,  1ST+, 
at  which  time,  he  wedded  j\Iiss  Fannie  Gris- 
wold,  who  died  in  November,  1883,  leaving 
four  children — Edith,  Walter,  Clifford  and 
Mertic.  He  was  married  tohispresent  wife. 
Miss  Mary  Streochck,  March  8,  18S5,  by 
whom  he  hastwo  children,  twins — Frank  and 
John,  born  January  4,  18S(i. 

ABEL  CARPENTER,  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful,  enterprising  farmers  of  the 
town  of  Collins,  living  on  section  15,  is  the 
son  of  Amos  and  Farmelia  iChafl.'cc')  Carpen- 
ter, natives  of  Vermont,  lie  was  born  in 
Oambritlgo])ort,  in  that  State, March  0,  1832. 
His  parents  were  farmers  and  he  was  I'eared 
upon  the  j)aternal  acres  and  in  his  youth 
attended  the  district  school,  lie  was  early 
in  life  initiated  into  a  Unowledge  of  agricult- 
ure, and  assisted  his  fatlwM'  in  the  labors  at- 
tendant upon  that  calling.  His  mother  died 
in  1837  when  he  was  but  five  years  of  ago, 
and  in  1S42  the  fatliei'  removed  to  JcU'er- 
son  county,  N.  V.,  and  there  our  sid)- 
ject  finished  his  ednuation  and  grew  to  Uian- 
hood.  attaining  his  majority  he  woiked 
for  the  iioighljoring  farmers  for  a  couple  of 
years,  liut  in  ,Iuno,  185;"),  he  came  West. 
After  spending  some  three  months  in  Kane 
county,  111.,  he  went  to  'Mar(iuetle  county, 
Wis.,  and  there  made  his  home  until  1803. 
At  lirst  he  was  in  the  employ  of  other.s,  but 
aftei'ward  purchased  a  farm  and  tilled  the 
soil  on  his  own  account.  Selling  out  his 
property  there  he  came  to  McLeod  county, 
Minn.,  in  the  fall  of  1803,  and  the  next 
spring  settled  on  a  homestead  on  section  15, 
where  he  now  resides.  At  the  time  he  lo- 
cated here  there  were  but  three  other  fami- 
lies in  the  town  and  tlie^nearest  point  for 
supplies  was  Hutchinson. 

'During  the  latter  days  of  the  war  Mr. 
Carpenter  enlisted  in  the  First  Minnesota 
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Heavy  Artillery,  and  served  until  lie  Avas 
mustered  out  with  tiic  regiment.  He  wns 
married  to  Miss  Mary  J .  Ilanimoiul  a  native 
of  Lewis  county,  N".  Y.,  born  June  0,  1842, 
ajul  the  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Margaret 
Hammond.  By  tiiis  union  there  have  been 
Ijorn  four  children,  as  follows  —  Seward  J., 
Irwin  W.,  Clarissa  A.  and  Clarence  A. 
,  IVlr.  Cai'pentcr  is  a.  republican  in  political 
nuitters  and  has  held  various  local  offices, 
liaving taken  an  active  interest  in  educational 
and  public  matters. 

^^■RS.  BERTHA  KNUTSON,  the  widow 
j^ii^^  of  Ole  Knutson,  formerly  a  lead- 
ing fanner  of  Bergen  township,  still  makes 
her  home  on  the  old  homestead  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  county.  Slio  was  born  in  Sweden, 
March  14,  1823,  and  is  tlie  daughter  of  Eric 
and  Eiio  (Joimson)  Monson.  ITer  early  edu- 
cation was  entirely  neglected,  she  never  going 
to  school  a  day  in  her  life,  liaving  learned 
to  read  through  tiie  instructions  of  her  pas- 
tor. In  1801  she  came  to  the  United  States, 
landing  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  came 
througli  to  St.  Paul.  In  that  place  she  re- 
mained some  four  years,  engaged  in  domestic 
labor  and  then  came  to  tiiis  county.  Febru- 
ary 14,  iSOS,  slic  -wedded  Ole  Knutson,  in 
Helen  township. 

Ole  Knutson  was  born  in  Norway,  and  was 
the  son  of  Knute  and  Ciiristene  (Olcsdatter) 
Olcsoii.  His  mother  died  in  her  native  land 
and  the  father  of  Ole  came  to' this  country 
and  lived  in  Wisconsin  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  died  in  this  county.  Ole  Knutson  made 
his  homo  for  a  long  time  in  the  "Badger 
State,"  and  finally  came. to  this  county  and 
settled  in  Helen  townsiiip.  April  13, 1868,  he 
removed  to  this  toAvn,  purchasing  a  farm  of 
120  iicrcs  of  land,  on  which  he  lived  until 
overtaken  by  death  September  13,  1887.  He 
was  an  industrious  and  energetic  citizen,  as 


are  most  of  his  fellow  countrymen  and 
merited  and  received  tiie  respect  and  Esteem 
of  all  that  knew  him. 

Mrs.  Knutson  is  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren— Ole,  born  in  Helen,  June  24, 1866,  and 
Edward,  born  September  28, 1868.  Both  her 
sons,  energetic  and  industrious  young  men, 
are  living  with  their  mother  and  are  carry- 
mg  on  the  farm,  which  evinces  their  care. 
The  family  are  zealous  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church  and  are  consist- 
ent Christian  people.  The  boys  have  had  the 
axlvantages  of  excellent  educational  facilities.. 

1 

T^RANK  NEWASH,  a  young  and  enter- 
prising  farmer  of  the  town  of  Rich 
Valley,  is  a  native  of  MoLeod  county,  Minn.,, 
born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives. 
August  12,  1865,  and  is  the  son  of  Anton 
and  Anna  (Earta)  IS^ewash.  •  His  parents- 
were  born  in  Bohemia  but  had  come  to  this 
country  in  early  life  and  settled  in  Eacine, 
Wis.,  where  they  were  married.  His  father 
was  a  cooper  by  trade  but  after  coming  to- 
the  United  States  only  worked  at  it  a  short 
time  and  then  went  to  farming.  In  1862  he- 
removed  to  this  county  and  filed  a  homestead 
claim  on  the  place  where  our  subject  lives. 
Here  he  made  his  home  until  the  sju'ing  of 
1886,  when  he  bought  a  farm  in  Hutchinson 
township  and  moving  there  is  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil.  There  were  six  children  in 
their  family — Joseph,  Anna,  Frank,  Albert,. 
Nettie,  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  Joseph 
is  living  in  Wright  county,  this  State;  Anna, 
Mrs.  John  Danek,  lives  in  Glencoe.  Q'iie 
others  are  at  homo,  with  the  exception  of 
the  gentleman  of  M'hom  this  memoir  is- 
written. 

Frank  JSTewash  Avas  united  in  the  bonds  of 
marriage,  April  10,  1888,  at  Silver  Lake,. 
McLeod  county,  with  Miss  Nettie  Ilagar,  a 
native  of  Ilacine,  Wis.,  born  in  18T0,and"the- 
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daughter  of  Josepli  Hagar,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Hale  township. 
Mr.  Newash  has  been  reared  entirely  in  this 
county  and  has  drawn  his  education  from  the 
efficient  schools  of  the  district.  He  is  a 
practical  farmer  and  thoroughly  understands 
his  business.  His  farm,  which  is  the  old 
homestead,  is  a  line  one  and  the  improve- 
ments are  fair.  In  his  politics  he  is  allied  to 
the  democratic  party. 


m^LBERT  C.  SHERMAN)  who  is  among 
the  enterprising  farmers  of  the  town 
•of  Sumter,  has  a  pleasant  home  on  section  14, 
where  he  carries' on  general  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  is  a  native  of  Franklin, 
N.  Y.,  born  May  22,  ISU,  and  is  the  son  of 
Nelson-  and  Alineda  (Blanchar(l)  Sherman. 
The  family,  who  were  all  natives  of  the 
"  Empire  State,"  came  West  in  1840  and  set- 
tled in  Illinois,  where  they  resided  until  1855, 
ut  which  time  tliey  removed  to  Rochester, 
Minn.,  where  the  parents  died. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  received  his 
■education  in  the  schools  of  Illinois  and 
this  Sta,te,  and  in  the  summer  of  1861 
enlisted  in  Company  B.,  Second  Minnesota  In- 
fantry and  served  with  that  regiment  for  one 
year,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
or  Pittsburg  Landing.  He  was  discharged 
in  the  summer  of  1863,  and  March  14,  1863, 
re-enlisted  in  the  Third  Minnesota  Battery, 
Light  Artillery,  and  continued  a  member  of 
that  company  until  his  final  discharge,  Fe'b- 
ruary  27, 1866,  at  Fort  Snelling.  By  gallant 
•conduct  he  had  Avon  his  grade  as  a  non-com- 
missioned officer. 

Mr.  Sherman  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Georgiana  Taunt,  November  7,  1807, 
in  Hennepin  county,  this  State.  Ilislife  com- 
panion is  a  native  of  Racine,  Racine  county. 
Wis.,  born  October  8,  1849,  and  is  the  child 
of  Luther  and  Eliza  (Smith)  Taunt,  natives  of 


Massachusetts.  Her  father  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade  and  was  the  parent  of  three  chil- 
dren—Almiva  L.,Alvin  B.,and  the  wife  of  our 
subject.  She  received  her  education  in  the 
schools  of  this  State,  the  family  having  re- 
moved hither  in  an  early  day.  She  is  the 
parent  of  one  child.  Nelson,  who  was  born 
January  9,  1880. 

Mr.  Sherman  is  a  democrat  in  his  politics 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  one  of  the 
enterpi'ising  and  public-spirited  men  of  the 
county  and  a  valuable  citizen.  He  came 
to  this  county  the  spring  of  1880. 

TESilTALE  STRICKLAND,  a  young  and  en 


terprising  agriculturist  of  the  town 
o?  i\)nn,  was  born  in  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
and  is  the  son  of  Seth  and  Caroline  M.  (  Wiil- 
den)  Strickland.    Ilis  parents  wore  natives 
of  Ohio  who  came  to  tlio  State  of  Wisconsin 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  wius  but 
a  small  child.    From  the  latter  place  they 
returned  to  Ohio,  whence,  in   180S,  the 
faijiily  came  to  Minnesota.    The  mother  of 
Halo  had  died  in  1857,  and  his  father  had 
married  the  second  wife,  Miss  Ada  Landon, 
a  native  of  New  York.    Before  coming  to 
this  State  the  elder  ]\Ir.  Striclcland  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  but  on   his  ai'rival  ho 
bought  out  a  store  at  New  Auburn,  and  was 
there  in  the  mercantile  business  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.    From  that  place  he  removed 
to  Brownton  and  followed  the  same  line  of 
trade  for  seven  or  eight  years.    He  has  since 
retired  from  the  active  cares  of  life,  living  in 
Ohio. 

Hale  Strickland,  who  is  an  only  child,  re- 
ceived the  elements  of  a  good  education  in 
his  youth,  finishing  with  several  courses  at 
the  high  school  at  Oborlin,  Ohio,  and  after- 
ward entered  the  store  of  his  father  as  clerk. 
Two  years  later  ho  adopted  farming  as  his 
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vocation  in  life,  and  bought  the  farm  on  sec- 
tion 13,  wliere  ho  now  resides,  lie  has  about 
100  acres  of  excellent  land  and  about  one- 
half  of  it  lie  lias  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  tillage. 

jMay  20,  1877,  witnessed  the  marriage  of 
our  subject  and  Miss  Bertha  E.  Foss,  in  New 
Aul)urn.  The  bride  wiis  a  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Foss^^who  is  now  living  in  Dakota.  She 
was  reared  in  Sibley  count}'-,  Minn.,  and  there 
received  her  education. 

Among  the  leading  representative  men  of 
t!io  township,  Mr.  Strioldand  is  a  strong  and 
steady  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  supports  the  candidates 
olTered  by  that  organization. 

M  NTHONY  .BUSKA.a  i)runiinent  farmer 
of  the  town  of  Bei'gen,  has  his  home 
on  section  ('..  Jle  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  Ger- 
many, boi-n  July  1S44,  and  is  the  son  of 
Michael  and  Anna,  lluslca.  lie  was  reared 
upon  a  farm  in  the  land  of  liis  birth  until 
1SG2,  when,  in  coni])any  with  a  sister,  he  left 
the  fatHerland  and  came  to  America,  landing 
in  New  "i'ork  July  2d.  lie  did  not  stay  in 
that  oily,  but  caiiie  at  once  to  McLeod 
county,  l\[inn.,  and  engaged  in  agricultural 
labor.  Jlere  he  remained  until  the  fall  of 
18G3,  when  ho  enlisted  in  Company  E,  First 
Minnesota  Cavahy,  and  served  throughout 
the  whole  campaign  against  the  Indians  in  the 
Northwest.  In  JSGi  he,  with  the  balance  of 
his  companj',  was  stationed  at  Manannah 
and  Forest  City,  and  went  to  Sauk  Center  in 
the  fall.  The  command  went  into  winter 
quai'ters  at  that  place,  !)ut  in  the  spring  moved 
to  Fort  Wadsworth,  by  way  of  Fort  Eidgely, 
anil  shortly  after  wore  mustered  out  and  dis- 
charged at  the  last  named  ])lace. 

On  the  conclusion  of  his  military  services 
Mr.  IBuska  went  to  Minneapolis,  and  was 
there  in  tlie  employ  of  Dean  &  Lovejoy  for 


two  years.  January  1,  18G8,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Eertha  Buska^  the 
daughter  of  Frank  and  llosa  (Schultz)  Buska, 
of  II«le  township.  He  then  concluded  to 
settle  down,  and  accordingly  took  a  home- 
stead on  section  5  of  this  town,  where  he 
lived  for  eight  years.  Selling  it,  he  then 
purchased  the  fine  farm  which  he  now'owns, 
and  which  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  The  improvements  are  of  an 
unusually  good  character,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
finest  places  in  the  county,  and  one  that  the 
owner  may  Avell  be  proud  of. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buska  are  the  parents  of  a 
family  of  seven  children,  as  follows — Mary, 
George,  Joseph,  Clara,  Ilobert,  Anthony 
(d(;ccased)  and  Albert(  llie  family  ai'o  zeal- 
ous members  of  the  Eoinan  Catholic  church, 
and  in  his  political  views  our  subject  coin- 
cides with  the  democratic  party. 

JM^^RED  SCHULTZ,  an  energetic  and  i)ros- 
perous  farmer  of  Acoma  townshij), 
has  a  fine  farm  of  IGO  acres  on  section  20, 
about  seventy  acres  of  which  are  under  culti- 
vation, and  which  helms  improved  in  a  supe- 
rior manner,  all  his  buildings  being  hand- 
some and  commodious.  He  is  a  native  of 
Germany  and  was  born  November  1, 1839. 
His  parents,  Fred  and  Augusta  Schultz,  were 
born  and  reared  in  that  empire  and  there  the 
mother  of  our  subject  died  when  he  was  still 
a  small  child.  His  father  married  a  second 
wife  and  when  the  son  had  finished  his  edu- 
cation in  his  native  land  and  was  some  six- 
teen years  old,  the  family  immigrated  to  this 
country,  and  located  in  Racine  county,  Wis., 
and  there  he  remained  with  them  until  he 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  Twenty-second  "Wis- 
consin Infantry,  and  served  with  that  regi- 
ment until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  partici- 
pated in  all  the  campaigns  of  that  body, 
Avhich  was  a  part  of  ithe  Twentieth  Corps  and 
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was  Avith  Sherman  in  his  famous  march  to 
the  sea.  He  was  discharged  from  tlie  service 
in  1865.  . 

Returning  to  his  home  he  found  that  his 
father  and  step-mother  had  died  in  the  mean- 
time, and  that  fall  he  came  to  Minnesota  and 
bought  the  farm  in  McLeod  county  where 
he  now  lives,  and  has  resided  there  ever  since. 
He  was  married  August  12,  1866,  to  Miss 
Augusta  Kepke.  By  this  union  there  have 
been  born  a  family  of  seven  children,  all  liv- 
ing and  at  home  with  their  parents.  Their 
names  are — William,  Gottleib,  Henrietta, 
Amelia,  Helmot,  Martha  and  Edith.  Mr. 
Sohultz  has  held  many  of  the  town  oifices, 
being  a  prominent  and  public-spirited  citizen, 
among  the  most  important  of  which  were 
those  of  supervisor,  treasurer  and  school  di- 
rector. He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  and  is  ever  ready  to  help  in  all  relig- 
ious work.  His  views  in  political  matters 
lead  him  to  affiliate  with  the  democratic 
party  as  they  have  formulated  his  principles 
in  their  platforms.  He  is  one  of  the  most  es- 
teemed and  valued  citizens  of  the  town  and 
merits  the  I'espect  of  all. 

T^REDERICK  DiUEHN,  who  is  carrying 
on  farming  operations  on  section 
26,  Sumter  townshiji,  is  a  native  of  Ger- 
manj',  born'  near  Berlin,  Prussia,  October 
30,  1828,  and  is  the  son  of  Frederick  and 
Dora  (Oke)  Duehn.   The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject died  Avhile  he  was  but  a  cliikl,  as  "did 
all  her  children  but  him.   The  fathei'  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade  and  followed  that  busi- 
ness all  his  life,  and  died  in  the  old  country. 
When  he  was  about  twenty-nine  years  of  ago 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  cros.sed  the  ocean 
to  the  United  States,  and  after  a  voyage  of 
some  fifty -three  days  landed  at  New  York. 
He  came  at  once  to  the  West,  and  for  a  year 
was  employed  at  the  forge  (for  he  too  is  a 


blaclcsmith)  by  a  man  by  the  name  of  Charles 
Keen,  half  way  between  Milwaukee  and 
Racine,  Wis.  From  tlioi'o  ho  removed  to 
Ahnapee,  and  for  some  twent_y-six  years 
made  it  his  homo,  lie  was  cngagoil  in  black- 
smithing  tliere  in  connection  with  farming, 
and  ran  a  shop  of  his  own  for  many  years. 
He  then  came  to  l^LcLeod  county  and  set- 
tled on  his  present  farm  of  320  acres  of  lino 
land  on  sections  2Gand  27,  Sumter  township, 
wliere  he  has  made  all  the  iniprovonionts. 
He  is  engaged  in  general  rarming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  has  made  it  quite  a  success. 

Mr.  Duehn  was  married  September  28, 
1858,  in  Ahnapee,' AVis.,  to  .Miss  Caroline  Rich- 
ards^ a  native  of )  German}'  and  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Charlotte  (Buctow')  Richards. 
Her  parents  came  to  this  country  in  1857  and 
located  in  Ahnapee,  engaging  in  farming, 
and  there  the  father  died,  October  10,  1870. 
Her  mother  . is  living  with  Mrs.  Duehn  in 
this  county.  The  family  consisted  of  seven 
children — Charles,  Hannah,  Williiuu,  Caro- 
lina, Ferdinand,  Wilhelmina  and  Fredei'ick, 
three  of  whom  are  dead.  !ft[rs.  Duehn  was 
i)orn  October  27,  18-i2,  and  is  the  mother  of 
fourteen  children,  viz:  —  Helena,  .Lena, Itoso 
E.,  Frederick,  Lottie,  Richard  W.,  Frank  E., 
Hannah,  Charles  F.,  Hannah  (deceased), 
Helen  (deceased),  Caroline  W.  (deceased), 
Frank  13.  (deceased),  and  William  W.- (de- 
ceased). Mr.  Duehn  is  a  republican  in  his 
politics,  and  the  family  arc  connected  with 
the  Methodist  church. 

<*  

JOSEPH  BAlSDEiN,  farmer,  of  Rich  ■\''al- 
ley  township,  came  to  this  county  in 
l9'J.5,  a/id  aftc-r  a  .short  time  .spent  at  Silver 
Lake,  took  up  a  homestead  on  section  2, 
where  he  lived,  making  all  the  improvements 
until  1881,  when,  purchasing  his  present 
place,  on  section  1,  he  moved  there.  Ho  is 
giving  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of 
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Jersey  cattle  and  Poland  China  swine,  and  is 
meeting  with  great  success. 

Mr.  Baisden  was  born  in  Logan  county, 
Va.  (now  embraced  in  West  Virginia),  De- 
cember 18,  183T,  and  is  the  son  of  Edward 
and  Susanna  (Barnett)  Baisden.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  Kentucky  and  were  married 
in  tiiat  State. 

They  came  to  tliis  county  with  their  son, 
Joscpli,  and  remained  liere  until  1882,  when 
they  migrated  to  Missouri,  wljere  they  died 
the  same  year.  They  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  and  Baptist  cliurches,  respectively, 
and  were  the  ])arcnts  of  twelve  children  — 
James,  Fannie,  Elins,  Elvira,  J osei)h,  Ludvico, 
!Mary  Ann,  John,  Nancy  Jane,  Bennett  and 
Edward  II.  One,  "William  R.,  died  in  child- 
hood. James,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Fifth  Vir- 
ginia Regiment,  was  killed  by  bushwhackers. 

The  subject  of  these  memoirs  was  reai-ed 
in  the  "Old  Dominion"  and  received  a  good 
education,  and  at  the  close  of  his  school  days 
commenced  teaching,  and  followed  that  pro- 
fession for  some  four  years.  Engaging  in 
the  lumber  business  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  ho  found  cnipi()3'ment  therein  until 
1802.  The  next  three  years  were  devoted  to 
renewing  his  knowledge  of  agriculture,  after 
Avliich  he  came  to  this  county  as  recounted 
above. 

]\rr.  Baisden  was  mai'ricd  June  8,  1802,  to 
Miss  Arminca  J.  Cram,  who  was  born  in 
Wayne  county,  Va.,  October  15,  183Y, 
and  is  the  daugiitcr  of  William  and  Mary 
(Ilorr)  Ci'um,  natives  of  Kentucky.  By  this 
union  there  have  been  seven  children  born — 
Mary  A.,  Isabella,  Nancy  E.,  William  E., 
Cain,  ]3azilla>jyjjnd  John.  .Mary  is  living  on  a 
farm  in  Crow  Wing  coun  ty,  this  State.  The 
balance  of  the  children  ai'o  at  home.  Mr. 
Baisden  is.  a  republican  in  his  politics,  and 
has  held  theolliccs  of  supervisor,  assessor  and 
clerk  of  the  school  board,  lie  is  a  radical 
temperance  man  and  a  member  of  the  Mur- 
phy chib. 


/^ARL  RATZLOFF,  one  of  the  leading 
and  representative  farmers  of  Lynn 
township,  has  his  home  on  section  5,  where  he 
has  a  fine  farm  of  300  acres  of  excellent  land, 
100  of  which  arc/Under  excellent  cultivation, 
and  upon  which  he  has  a  large  and  comfoi'table 
dwelling  house,  two  commodious  barns,  each 
with  stone  basements,  and  other  out-build- 
ings. The  whole  of  these  structures  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  handsome  grove  that  he  has 
set  out.  Besides  this  fine  property  he  is  the 
owner  of  a  farm  of  100  acres  in  Meeker 
county,  which  is  also  improved. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  born  in 
Prussia,  Germany,  February  24-,  1820,  and  is 
the  son  of  Carl  and  Lotta  (Krausa)  Eatzloff. 
When  he  was  but  a  small  child  his  father  died, 
and  his  mother  married  Carl  Jarieka,  who 
was  the  owner  of  a  flouring  mill,  the  motive 
power  of  which  was  wind,  and  in  that  estab- 
lishment our  subject  commenced  the  battle  of 
life.  In  the  mill  and  on  the  farm  of  his 
step-father  he  was  employed  until  ho  had 
reached  the  age  of  thirty  years,  except  the 
three  years  spent  in  the  army,  as  is  every 
German  youth's  duty. 

In  185i  Mr.  Eatzloff  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  coming-  straiglit  west  lo- 
cated in  Burlington,  Wis.,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed at  farm  labor  for  three  years.  In 
185T  he  was  married  and  moved  to  Nebraska, 
and  there  worked  on  a  farm.  Three  years 
he  stayed  there,  and  during  that  time  he  was 
sick  iiiucii  of  the  time,  and  his  wife  died. 
Discouraged,  he  returned  to  Wisconsin,  and 
there  worked  out  for  a  couple  of  years.  In 
1S02  he  was  again  married,  this  time  to 
Miss  Caroline  Dettman,  and  came  to  McLeod 
county,  Minn.,  and  took  a  homestead  at  the 
place  where  he  now  lives. 

In  November,  1870,  his  wife  died,  leaving 
him  four  children — Matilda,  Mary,  Ludwig 
and  Carl.  In  May,  1871,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Albertine  Block,  and 
they   have  a  family  of  two  children  — 
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William  and  Amelia.  lie  has  held  the  of- 
fice of  supervisor  of  the  town,  and  is  one  of 
the  leading  spirits  in  all  the  popular  move- 
ments in  the  precinct. 


"OSEPH  WASMEK,  a  leading  farmer  of 
the  town  of  Hale,  was  born  in  Bohemia, 
_fay  13, 1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Frances  (Miller)  Wasmek,  natives  of  that 
part  of  the  Austrian-  empii-e.  He  came  to 
the  United  States  with  his  parents  in  1850, 
and  the  family  settled  in  Kacine  county, 
Wis.,  where  his  father  bought  a  small  farm. 
In  .1800  they  removed  to  McLeod  county, 
Minn.,  and  the  father  gave  a  yolco  of  steers 
for  a  squatter's  claim,  on  which  he  filed  a 
homestead.  Tliis  was  in  Rich  Yalley  town- 
ship, and  on  this  farm  the  elder  Mr.  Wasmelc 
resided  until  Ills' death. 

The  subject,  of  this  memoir  made  his  home 
■with  his  parents  until  he  was  some  twenty- 
seven  years  old,  assisting  his  fatlier  on  the 
farm.   When  tliey  first  came  to  this  county, 
although  they  had  money  to  buy  with,  there 
was  nothing  to  eat.   Forty  miles  from  a 
market,  with  no  roads,  was  not  very  pleas- 
ant, especially  when  it  is  known  that  there 
were  no  corn  or  wheat  to  be  had  foi-  love  or 
money,  and  but  little  else.    At  the  time  of 
the  Indian  troubles  the  family  went  to  Glen 
coe,  and  there  remained  a  few  weeks,  the 
father  walking  back  and  forth  to  tlie  farm 
every  day  to  see  about  the  stock,  etc.  Joseph 
in  the  meantime,  belonged  to  the  squad  of 
scouts,  and  spent  weeks  in  the  woods,  looking 
for  the  savages.   When  he  was  about  twen- 
ty-seven he  bought  120  acres  of  land  on  sec^ 
tion  23,  in  the  town  of  Hale,  and  moving  on 
it  has  lived  there  ever  since. 

Mr.  Wasmek  Avas  married  July  5, 1808,  to 
Miss  Paul'jna  Suchanek,  and  they'have  a  fain 
ily  of  seven  children— George,  born  May  4, 
1869;  Joseph,  born  July  Y,  1871;  Peter,  born 


December  16,  18Y3;  Albert,  born  May  10, 
1878;  Lena,  born  June  7,  1881;  Louisa,  born 
April  27, 1883,  and  AVencil,  born  January  23, 
1887.  Our  si.{})ject  has  filled  tlie'olfices  of 
school  director  three  years,  constable  eight 
years  and  road  overseer  for  eight  years. 
He  is  a  democrat,  andawnamber  of  the  Cath- 
olic church. 


'ENRY  KIMPEL;  Many  of  the  settlers 
_  h  of  McLeod  county 'are  Germans  by 
bTrth,  a  race  from  which  spring  so  many 
of  our  most  eminent  citizens.    Quiet,  sober 
and  industrious,  they  have  come  from  the 
vine-clad  hills  of  their  fatherland,  by  the 
green  shores  and  rushing  waters  of  the  en- 
chanting Rhine  or  tlie  classic  Danube,  to 
find  in  the  New  World  the  freedom  denied 
them  in  the  land  of  their  birth.  Prominent 
among  these  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  article.   He  first  saw  the  light 
beneath  the  roof  of  the  cottage  of  liis  fatlier, 
Michael  Kimpel,  i»  July-  1835,  in  Germany, 
lie  was  reared  and  eihicated  in  the  huul  of 
his  birth,  and  tlicre  lived  until  1856,  when 
(his  father  iiaving  died),  accompanied  by  his 
mother,  he  emigrated  from  the  "  home  across 
the  sea"  and  landed  in  New  York  City  in 
June.    On  their  arrival  in  Chicago,  whither 
they  had  directed  their  steps,  being  out  of 
money,  our  subject  sold  the  gun  he  had 
brouglit  with  him,  and  with  the  proceeds  sent 
the  motlior  to  Carver  county,  tiiis  State,.and 
went  to  work  in  that  city. 

Three  montlis  later  our  subject  removed  to 
Manitowoc,  Wis.,  where  ho  was  employed  in 
a  brewery  until  the  spring  of  1857,  at  which 
time  he  came  to  Carver  county,  arriving  there 
April  8th.  For  a  short  time  ho  worked  for 
others,  but,  liaving  borrowed  some  money,  in 
1801  he  preempted  the  northwest  quarter 
of  section  32,  in  Young  America  township. 
In  that  claim  ho  made  his  home  for  fifteen 
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years,  but  in  1876  removed  to  the  town  of 
Bergen  and  purcliased  140  acres  of  land  on 
section  Y,  where  lie  now  lives.  He  has  im- 
proved this  place  in  a  substantial  and  beauti- 
ful manner,  and  the  taste  displaj'ed  about  the 
house  and  grounds  reflect  great  credit  upon 
liis  care  and  judgment. 

Mr.  Kimpel  was  united  in  marriage  No- 
vember 17,  1863,  \Yitli  Miss  Wilhelmina 
Steinsel,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Frederika 
(Lemke)  Steinsel,  and  by  this  union  is  the 
parent  of  four  children  —  Shad  re  w  Dora, 
now  Mrs.  Gerard  Schwitz,  born  Octo- 
ber 18,  1864;  'August,  born  April  2,  1866; 
Matilda  (Mrs.  Fritz  Berschmann),  born  March 
22,  1867,  and  Emma,  born  f)ecember  18, 
1871.  Mr.  Kimpel  served  forfour  months  in 
Company  II,  Second  Minnesota  Infantry, 
during  the  late  war,  being  discharged  at  Fort 
Snelling  July  18,1865,  at  the  close  of  hostili- 
ties. 

-^•*«{^^*^—— 

IMST  ILON  CUTLER,  a  prominent  farmer 
^^1^^  of  the  town  of  Sumter,  and  an 
extensive  raiser  of  small  fruit,  has  his  home 
on  section  36.  He  is  a  native  of  Genessee 
county,  N.  Y.,  born  December  3,  1845,  and 
is  the  son  of  Joseph  D.  and  Lucinda  (Jonc^) 
Outler.  Ills  parents  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  the  "Empire  State,"  and  there 
the  subject  of  our  sketch  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth.  Tie  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  six  are  living — Milon, 
John  B.,  AUie  B.,  Seymour,  Henry  and  Hat- 
tie.  Ho  received  his  education  in  the  excel- 
lent schools  of  his  initivo  State,  and  after  the 
family  came  to  Minnesota  in  1803.  and  lo- 
cated in  Wabasha  county;  he  attended  the 
high  school  in  Plainview.  He  was  employed 
in  teaching  in  that  pai't  of  the  State  until 
1871,  when  he  came  to  McLeod  county,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
that  profession  and  in  farming  here.  His 


father  came  to  this  county  in  1873  and  re- 
mained here  until  1884,  when  he  removed  to 
Hennepin  county,  Avhereheislivinga  retired 
life.  Our  subject  has  traveled  considerably, 
both  in  Washington  Territory  and  in  Colo- 
rado, and  has  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of 
those  portions  of  our  great  republic. 

Mr.  Cutler  and  Miss  Lizzie  Walker  'were 
united  in  marriage  February  14,  1878.  The 
lady  is  a  native  of  Canada,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  Walker,  wh<)  came  to  McLeod 
county  in  1856,  and  made  a  settlement.  Her 
father  died  here  in  1866,  but  her  mother  is 
still  living  here.  By  this  union  there  have 
been  born  a  family  of  four  children,  whose 
names  are — Inez,  Mary  L.,  Trumbull  M. 
and  Almina. 

Mr.  Cutler  has  held  some  of  the  more  im- 
poi'tant  town  and  school  offices  since  locat- 
ing here  and  is  the  vice-president  of  the 
State  horticultural  society,  president  of  the 
county  society  of  the  same  character,  secre- 
tary of  the  McLeod  county  farmer's  alliance, 
and  also  of  the  township  branch  of  the 
same.  He  takes  a  great  interest  in  all  edu- 
cational work  and  is  looked  up  to  as  an  au- 
thority upon  that  subject. 

i^HRJSTOPHER  LAMBKE,  one  of  the 
prominent  and  prosperous  farmers  of 
tiie  town  of  Acoma,  was  born  in  Germany, 
December  25,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Fredrika  Lambke,  natives  of  the  German 
Empire.  His  father  died  when  our  subject 
was  but  nine  years  of  age,  and  he  was  com- 
pelled by  necessity  to  help  support  himself  by 
watching  sheep,  that  being  an  important  in- 
dustry in  that  portion  of  his  native  land.  At 
various  occupations  he  passed  the  years  until 
he  was  some  twenty-five  years  old,  when,  see- 
ing the  impossibility  of  raising  himself  to  a 
competency  in  the  country  of  his  birth,  in 
1862  he  embarked  for  the  New  World  and 
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located  in  La  Porte  county,  Ind.,  on  his  ar- 
rival here,  and  there  was  employed  in  farm 
labor  for  a  year.  He  was  married,  July  lY, 
1863,  to  MiSs  Dbra _ Schroeder.  who  became 
the  mother  of  one  child,  John,  born  in  Au- 
gust, 1866,  and  died  in  August,  1869.  After 
his  marriage  he  worked  for  other  parties  for 
some  three  or  four  years,  and  then,  renting  a 
farm,  commenced  operations  for  liimself. 
Two  years  later  he  went  to  Michigan  and 
there  worked  by  the  day  for  a  Mr.  Sanders  for 
about  a  year,  but  in  1866  removed  to  McLeod 
county,  Minn.,  and  made  a  claim  on  section 
14,  Acoma,  under  the  homestead  act.  To 
this  he  has  added  some  sixty  eight  acres  of 
land,  and  now  owns  a  farm  of  108  acres. 
Here  his  wife  died  Api-il  16,  1877.  He  has 
a  good  farm,  and  the  improvements  on  it  are 
of  a  better  class  than  common.  He  has  been 
fairly  prosperous  since  coming  here,  and  has 
succeeded  in  accumulating  a  substantial 
property  and  is  ranked  among  the  well-to-do 
farmers  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Lambke  was  married  the  second  time, 
June  18, 1877,  to  Mrs.  Eliza  (  Alsep)  Schroeder, 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Helena  (Mann) 
Alsep  and  the  Avidow  of  John  Schroeder  by 
whom  she  had  three  children — Ida,  Emery 
and  Frank.  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Bud  Bowers, 
of  Acoma.  By  this  union  Mr.  Lambke  is  the 
parent  of  three  children — Jobn,  Charles  and 
Carrie. 

The  family  are  members  of  the  Evangel- 
ical church,  and  in  his  politics  Mr.  Lambkg  is 
a  strong  supporter  of  the  democratic  party. 

ULIUS  EMME,  a  prominent  farmer  of  the 
town  of  Rich  Yalley,  and  one  of  its 
most  worthy  citizens,  came  to  this  county  in 
1858,  and  settled  on  section  13,  where  he 
now  lives.  He  has  a  fine  farm  of  200  acres, 
and  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising.   The  improvements  are  of  a  supe- 


rior character  and  very  neat.  Mr.  Emme  was 
born  in  Prussia,  February  5,  1835,  and  is  the 
son  of  Gottfried  and  Maria  (Schroeder) 
Emme,  natives  of  the  German  empire.  He 
was  reared  in  the  land  of  his  birth  and  there 
acquired  his  education.  In  1854,  with  a 
natural  desire  to  better  his  fortune,  he 
crossed  tlie  stormy  Atlantic  to  the  United 
States,  and  went  to  work  on  the  New  York 
&  Erie  Railroad.  Three  months  later  he 
moved  to  Dodge  county.  Wis.,  and  labored 
on  a  farm  for  three  years.  While  he  was 
there  his  parents  joined  liimj  having  immi- 
grated to  this  country,  and  all  of  tliem  came 
to  Minnesota  and  located  in  McLeod  county. 
The  father  of  the  subjecc  of  this  sketch,  who 
was  a  rtiason  by  trade,  enlisted  in  tlie  Fourth 
Minnesota  Infantry,  and  from  the  fall  of 
1863,  when  lie  went  tQ  the  front,  to  the  pres- 
ent, there  has  been  nothing  heard  from  hhu, 
and  he  doubtless  fills  a  soldier's  grave  in 
the  "Sunny  South."  •  Ilis  wife  died  here  in 
1866.  Tiieir  children  were — August  (de- 
ceased), Ferdinand,  Julius,  Wiliieimina,  Ooi-- 
alie,  Louisa(deceased)  and  Ifenrietta. 

Julius  taugiitaterm  of  school  in  tiio  coun- 
ty in  1864,  but  has  devoted  his  attention 
nuiinly  to  farming  since  his  arrival  liere. 
In  the  summer  of  1863  he  went  over  to  his 
neighbor's  (Carl  Wiedewitcli)  and  wliile  there 
the  Indians,  wlio  had  returned  to  this  coun- 
ty, fired  at  him  as  was  turning  the  grind- 
stone, shooting  him  in  the  arm.  He  ran  to 
the  next  neighbor's  who  took  him  to  Qlen- 
coe,  where,  after  trying  to  save  that  member, 
the  surgeons  had  to  take  off  his  arm  the  fol- 
lowing December.  During  this  time  he  went 
to  Scott  county,  and  after  he  taught  the 
school  above  mentioned  he  went  back  to 
that  place  and  then  returned  to  his  farm. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  March,  1869, 
to  Miss  Ernestine  Luck^  a  native  of  Germany, 
who  is  the  mother  of  tAvo  boys,  living — Oscar 
and  Otto.  One  child,  Martin,  died  in  infan- 
cy.   In  his  politics  Mr.  Emme  is  a  republican 
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and  is  a  representative  man  of  the  town- 
ship. He  has  lield  the  offices  of  supervisor, 
assessor  and  school  director,  ami  at  present 
is  justice  of  the  peace.  He  and  his  parents 
were  among  tlie  first  settlers  in  the  town  of 
Rich  Valley,  and  have  been  identified  with  its 
gi'owth  and  development  since  tlie  early 
days. 

AKER  N.  BUNCH,  a  progressive  and  en-^ 
terprising  farmer  and  stock-raiser  o.' 
the  town  of  Sumter,  came  to  this  county  in 
1868,  and  purcliased  the  farni  where  he  now 
lives,  on  section  31,  which  was  tlie  one  owned 
and  occupied  i)y  tlie  ill-fated  White  fanily 
wlio  were  massacred  by  tlie  Indians.  He 
controls  some  320  acres  of  land  and  devotes  a 
portion  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  rear- 
ing of  stock. 

Mr.  Bunch  was  born  in  Ohio,  February  15, 
1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Jesse  and  Catherine 
(yewbv)  Buncli,  the  latter  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  In  his'childhood  the  family  moved 
to  Michigan,  where  our  subject  was  reared 
and  received  his  education.  His  father  was 
a  farmer,  and  upon  the  farm  Baker  grew  to 
manhood,  attending  school  and  assisting  in 
carrying  on  the  farm.  When  young,  like 
many  others  at  that  time,  he  went  to  the 
golden  shores  of  California,  and  for  over 
tliree  years' delved  in  its  rich  jilacers  and 
gulches,  and  succeeded  in  wresting  from 
Nature  some  of  her  hidden  store.  He  then 
engaged  in  the  cattle  business  there,  driving 
them  from  the  fields  of  Oregon  to  the  mines 
of  California,  and  followed  that  business  for 
two  years. 

On  returning  to  civilization,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  came  to  Eed  Wing,  Minn.,  and 
there  entered  into  the  mercantile  trade.  He 
was  in  this  business  when  the  second  call 
was  made  for  three  years'  troops,  and  selling 
out  his  interest  in  the  store  he  enlisted  in 


Companjr  Sixth  Minnesota  Infantry.  He 
served  with  that  regiment  for  some  time,  and 
then  was  transferred  to  the  Third  Minnesota 
Light  Artillery,  and  was  a  member  of  that 
organization  when  mustered  out  in  1865.  He 
participated  in  a  number  of  engagements  and 
skirmishes. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Bunch  occurred  May 
25,  1868,  at  which  time  he  led  to  the  altar 
Miss  Myra  Amelia  Ames,  ths  daughter  of 
Saxon  Ames.  They  are  the  parents  of  .  five 
children  —  Jesse  S.,  Oscar,  Ealph,  Eva 
and  Ray.  Mr.  Bunch  has  held  some  of  the 
responsible  and  important  oflBces  in  this  town, 
among  them  that  of  supervisor.  He  is  in 
politics  a  republican  and  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellow's  order. 

JOHN  P.  HILGER,  one  of  the  influential 
and  intelligent  members  of  tlie  farming 
community  of  Glencoe  township,  living  on 
section  16,  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
December  31,  1841,  and  is  the  con  of  Murce 
and  Delia  A.  (Sistare)  Hilger.    His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  Kingdom  of  Prussia  and 
his  mother  of  the  State  of  Connecticut.  He 
spent  his  youth  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge 
in  the  private  schools  and  academies  of  the 
metropolis  of  this  country,  and  finished  by  a 
four  years'  course  at  the  Erederich  Wilhelm 
Gymnasium,  at  Cologne,  Germany,  one  of 
the  best  in  Europe.   Returning  to  his  native 
land  he  entered  into  the  mercantile  and  im 
]iorting  business  in  New  York  City,  and  re 
mained  there,  engaged  in  that  line  until  1879 
when  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled 
down  ujion  the  place  where  he  is  carrying  on 
agricultural  pursuits.   He  has  160  acres  of 
fine  land,  well  under  cultivation,  well  stocked 
and  the  improvements  are  of  a  superior 
class.  In  his  politics  he  is  a  democrat,  and  is 
a  warm  supporter  of  the  principles  of  that 
party. 
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The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  united  in 
marriage,  January  2, 1866,  with  Miss  Joseph- 
ine Van  Alstvne.  a  native  of  New  Yorlc 
City,  and  by  their  union  there  have  been  born 
a  family  of  nine  children.  All  of  the  chil- 
dren have  beefi  spared  to  them  but  one.  The 
family  are  most  highly  respected  in  the  com- 
munity, and  are  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
people  of  the  town.  The  parents  of  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilger  are  deceased  ;  they  were 
natives  of  New  York,  and  people  of  high 
standing  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

« 

JTOHN  SAUTER.  Among  the  industrious 
Jl  and  thrifty  citizens  of  McLeod  county 
that  have  come  to  this  locality  from  their 
home  in  the  Qennan  fatherland  and  its  vine- 
clad  hills,  and  beside  the  placid  waters  of 
the  beautiful  Kiver  Rhine,  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketcli,  who  resides 
on  section  20,  Lynn  township. 

Born  in  the  grand  duchy  of  Baden,  De- 
cember 21,  1829,  he  was  reared  in  that  land 
of  beauty,  the  most  picturesque  part  of  the 
German  Empire.   He  received  the  education 
which  is  the  right  of  every  youth  of  that 
land,  and,  as  his  parents,  Jacob  and  Justina 
(Burkhardt)  Sauter,  were  in  but  poor  circum- 
stances, he  assisted  them  to  the  best  of  his 
ability.   Up  to  the  time  he  was  twenty-five 
■years  of  age  he  gave  all  that  he  earned  to 
the  old  folks  to  lighten  their  burdens. 
-   December  21,  1854,  Mr.  Sauter  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Raitz,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  he  having  immigrated 
to  this  country  in  1848  with  his  parents,  and 
after  spending  one  winter  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
moved  to  Stephenson  county.  111.    He  re- 
mained in  that  vicinity  until  1856,  when  he 
came  to  Minnesota  and  settled  in  Carver 
county.    Purchasing  a  farm  there,  he  made 
it  his  home  for  seventeen  years,  and  in  1873 
removed  to  this  county  and  located  on  the 


farm  that  he  bought  near  Glencoe,  where 
he  lived  some  five  yeai-s.  In  1878  he  bought 
240  acres  of  land  in  Lynn  township,  moyed 
on  it  and  still  resides  there. 

Mrs.  Sautejiis  the  daughtei-.  of  Charles  and 
Elizabeth  (IlTal)  Raitz,  and  was  born' in 
Pennsylvania.  She  is  the  mother  of  twelve 
children,  as  follows —  Elizabeth  (nuirried 
Charles  Bipes),  Charles  (deceased),  Susan, 
Melvina,  Mary,  George,  Edward,  John,  Will- 
iam, Emma,  Sophia  and  Henry. 

BAVID  BADGER  WATROUS,  of  the 
town  of  Winsted,  is  the  son  of  Lever- 
ett  and  Prudentia  (Cole)  Watrous,  and  was 
born  in  Perry,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y.,  July 
11,  1833.  He  was  reared  upon  his  father's 
farm  and  I'eceived  his  education  in  the  priin- 
itive  log  school'  houses  of  the  period.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  but  eight  years  of 
age  and  he  missed  lier  loving  care.  At  the 
time  he  was  twelve  years  old  he  comnienced 
the  business  of  life,  driving  the  teams  on  a 
thresher,  and  from  that  period  has  been  act- 
ively engaged  in  farming  labor.  For  four 
yeai-s  he  worked  for  the  small  sum  of  $40 
a  year. 

February  9,  1856,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  A.  Gardner,  a  native  of 
the  town  of  Perry,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter 
of  Jeremiah  and  Keziah  (Williamg)  Gardner. 
He  then  rented  a  piece  of  corn  land  on  the 
Genessee  Flats,  which  contained  some  sixty 
acres,  and  put  in  a  crop,  the  most  of  which 
was  cut  off  by  the  frost  on  the  night  of  June 
10th.  Attending  to  his  farm  and  running  a 
thresher  in  season  he  remained  there  until 
1860.  when  he  came  to  Minnesota.  A  team 
brought  him  and  his  wife  to  Watertown,Car- 
ver  county,  and  from  there  they  were  com- 
pelled to  come  the  balance  of  the  way  on 
foot,  Mr.  Watrous  cari-ying  hi.s  wife  across 
;  the  slouglis  and  Miar=l.trs  on  Lis  back.  His 
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destination,  which  they  reached  at  dark,  was 
in  Wriglifc  county  just  north  of  the  McLeod 
county  line,  and  there  he  worked  for  a  broth- 
er and  a  brotiier-in-law  for  a  time.  He 
remained  at  Lake  Marj"-  until  June,  1863, 
and  then  came  to  this  county  and  j)urchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  12  and  moved 
his  family  there. 

July  15,  1863,  our  subject  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  Hatch's  Battalion  of  Minnesota 
Cavalry,  and  served  on  frontier  duty  until 
June  15.  1866,  when  he  was  mustered  out 
and  returned  to  his  farm.  The  service  of 
this  bo(h'^  of  men  was  very  arduous  as  they 
were  emplo^'ed  in  tiie  escorting  of  stages,' 
trains,  building  forts,  etc.  Settling  down  to 
the  hard  and  busy  life  of  the  Western  farmer 
he  has  made  this  iiis  liome  ever  since,  and 
h.TS  run  a  threshing  machine  everv  season 
since.  He  is  an  adept  at  this  work,  but  once 
got  caught  b}'  tlie  tumbling  rod  and  had  his 
arm  broken  and  the  clothes  torn  off  him. 
The  improvements  upon  his  place  are  of  a 
superior  character,  and  the  situation  of  the 
house  upon  the  banks  of  Lake  "Winsted  is 
most  picturesque. 

Mr.  Watrous  is  the  parent  of  two  children 
— Nellie,  Mrs.  John  Wiggs^  living  in  Win- 
sted, and  Ida,  living  at  home.  The  family 
are  Presbyterian  in  their  religious  belief, 
and  he  is  a  republican  in  political  matters. 

■  ■  ■«>'i^^'-fr— — 

"1^  OBERT  LOWE,  an  old  and  respected 
j^V,  citizen  of  the  town  of  Lynn,  who  is 
carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits  on  section 
18,  is  a  native  of  Ludham,  Norfolk  county, 
England.  He  is  the  son  of  Kobort  and  Sarah 
(Hazell)  Lowe,  and  first  saw  tlie  light  Feb- 
ruary 29,  1832.  He  was  reared  in  the  home 
of  his  father,  and  as  he  grew  to  maturer 
years  he  took  a  notion  to  the  sea  and  Avas 
employed  in  the  deep  sea  fishery.  He  re- 
mained in  the  land  of  his  birth  until  the  year 


1852,  at  which  date  he  immigrated  to  "the 
land  of  the  free,"'  and  at  first  located  in  Mori- 
roe  county,  "N".  X.  Three  years  were  spent 
there  in  farm  labor,  and  then  he  came  West,  to 
Lyons,  Iowa,  and  there  took  a  contract  to 
make  brick.  Two  years  later  he  removed 
to  Maquoketa,  that  State,  and  engaged  in 
the  lime  and  lumber  business,  and  then  came 
to  Minnesota.  He  rented  a  farm  in  the  sub- 
urbs of  Stillwater  and  staid  there  one  year, 
after  which  he  went  to  the  Eum  Eiver,  and 
on  a  rented  farm,  lived  until  the  spring  of 
1866,  when  he  came  to  Lynn  township,  Mc- 
Leod county  and  took  up  a  homestead  of 
160  acres  of  land.  Theclaimjiadbeen  taken 
by  a  soldier,  and  he  bought  out  the 
man,  paying  him  the  sum  of  $18,  but  after 
filing  the  papers  and  consulting  with  the 
register  of  the  land  office,  Mr.  Fletcher^ 
who  told  him  that  it  was  all  right,  he  was 
finally  onlj"^  allowed  to  have  eighty  acres, 
and  being  too  poor  to  contest  the  matter, 
had  to  content  himself.  The  incoming  and 
outgoing  registers  threw  the  case  from  one 
to  the  other,  and  he  could  get  no  satisfaction; 
neither  of  them  would  take  up  the  case. 
Had  he  not  had  a  steer  which  he  butchered 
that  fall,  he  would  have  been  in  a  deplorable 
condition  that  winter,  and,  as  it  wSs,  he  was 
called  on  to  suffer  many  privations.  He  put 
in  his  first  crop,  paying  $1.50  a  bushel 
for  the  seed,  but  the  birds  ate  up  the 
largest  part  of  it,  and  he  was  compelled  to 
workout  for  a  living  and  pass  through  severe 
hardships  for  another  winter.  The  next 
year  he  had  a  good  crop.  From  that,  time 
on  he  had  the  luck  of  the  average  farmer 
here,  until  the  grasshopper  troubles,  and  only 
by  the  most  energetic  measures  and  untiring 
efforts  was  he  enabled  to  keep  them  out  of  his 
growing  crops.  His  industry  and  almost 
superhuman  work  met  with  its  merited  reward 
and  he  alone  of  all  the  neighborhood  har- 
vested a  fine  crop.  By  patience  and  diligence 
he  has  now  a  fine  farm  of  160  acres,  all  of 
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which  is  the  result  of  his  own  eflfoi-ts.  The  im- 
provements are  of  an  excellent  character  and 
the  buildings  are  beautifully  surrounded  by  a 
grove  that  he  had  the  foresight  to  set  out. 

Mr.  Lowe  was  united  in  marriage  in  No- 
vember, 1858,  with  Miss  y anc v- Stockberger, 
the  daughter  of  Matliias  and  Nanpy  (Beatty) 
Stockber^er.  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  lie 
is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  town, 
and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  town 
board  and  as  school  director.  He  is  a  prohi- 
bitionist in  his  political  views,  and  is  a  mem-" 
ber  of  the  Methodist  church.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

l^AYETTE  E.  FORD,  one  of  the  most 
1^  prominent  and  highly  respected  old 
settlers  in  MoLeod  county,  is  a  x'esident  of 
section  14,  Glencoe  township.  He  was  born 
in  Greenfield,  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  Octo- 
ber 16,  1824,  and  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Eliza  (Eowley')  Ford.  His  parents  were  both 
natives  of  the  "Empire  State,"  the  father 
having  been  born  July  11,  1800,  and  the 
mother  December  12,  1804.  The  father  was 
engaged  in  the  coopering  and  lumbering 
business  in  connection  with  his  farming  op- 
erations until  his  death.  After  this  sad 
event  the  mother  lived  with  a  daughter  in 
New  York  State  for  some  time,  and  then 
came  West,  and  for  a  number  of  years  lived 
with  her  son,  Fayette  Ford,  the  subject  of  our 
present  sketch.  Then  she  went  to  Nebraska, 
and  died  there  while  living  with  her  youngest 
son,  Simeon,  in  Merrick  county,  that  State. 
Jonathan  and  Eliza  Ford  were  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  as  follows :  Cornelius  E.,  a 
resident  of  Nebraska ;  Fayette  E.,  of  whom 
we  write ;  Mary  Ann,  deceased ;  Jonatlian 
D.,  of  Nebraska;  Elizubeth,  deceased;  So- 
phia, deceased  ;  Harriet  A.,  now  Mrs.  James 
Holsapple,  who  lives  on  the  Hudson  Elver,  in 
New  York  State;  David  E.,  in  Nebraska! 


Stephen, deceased;  Simeon, deceased;  Charles, 
deceased;  and  Albert,  deceased. 

Fayette  E.,  our  subject,  remained  at  home 
with  his  parents,  assisting  his  father  in  his 
business  until  he  was  some  nineteen  years  of 
age.   Nearly  two  yeai-s  were  then  put  in  by 
him  in  learning  the  carpenter's  trade  and  on 
the  farm,  when  be  entered  the  emjjloy  of 
Sandera  «fe  Co.,  of  Schenectady,  JM .  Y.,  and 
had  charge  of  a  gang  of  men  cutting  lumber 
on  the  Kayderrosserras  Mountains,  for  the 
same  firm,  and  reinained  with  them  for 
-several  years.    After  leaving  this  firm  he 
took  charge  of  his  uncle's  farm  near  Still- 
water, Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.,  which  he 
worked  for  one  yeai-,  but  as  his  father  was 
then    erecting  a  large  mill,  Fayette  E. 
sold  his   farming   interests    and  became 
interested  in   tlie   erection   of    the  mill 
with  his  father.    After  about  a  year  —  in 
the  spring  of  1852 — the  mill  was  sold,  and 
our  subject  went  to  work  for  an  uncle  in 
Malta,  Saratoga  county,  N.  Y.  There  he  re- 
mained until  his  marriage,  whicli  took  place 
August  4,  1852,  at  which  time  ho  led  to  the 
altar  Miss  Mary  J.  Sherman.   Furtlier  on  in 
this  article  we  give  the  details  of  Mi-s,  Ford's 
family  history. 

After  iiis  marriage  Mr.  Ford  settled  at 
Mt.  Pleasant,  in  his  native  county,  and  while 
there  was  employed  as  an  overseer  in  agri- 
cultural work  for  Oscar  Granger  &  Co.,  the 
proprietors  of  a  glass  manufactory.  This  he 
continued  for  a  nun\ber  of  years,  and  then  he 
purchased  a  small  farm  and  tilled  the  soil  for 
a  few  seasons.  Finally,  he  concluded  to  sell 
out  and  come  West,  and  accordingly,  in  the 
spring  of  185Y,  in  company  with  Martin 
Ford  and  Elias  Tompkins,  he  started  toward 
the  "setting  sun."  When  they  reached  Du- 
buque they  were  joined  by  three  othei"S,  and 
hiring  a  team  for  $75,  tliey  took  a  prospect- 
ing trip  as  far  as  tlie  Cedar  Yalley,  above 
Waterloo,  in  Iowa.  This  was  the  spring  of 
the  terrible  Indian  massacre  at  Spirit  Lake, 
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and  tbey  met  hundreds  of  settlers  fleeing  to- 
ward the  older  settlements  for  safety.  A 
majority  of  the  partly  not  being  satisfied  with 
the  Iowa  country,  they  returned  to  Dubuque, 
and  our  subject,  accompanied  by  Martin  Ford 
and  Elias  Tomplcins,  came  up  the  Mississippi 
river  to  St  Paul,  and  thence  on  the  Minne- 
sota river  to  Carver,  from  wliich  point  they 
walked  to  Glencoe.    Stages  were  then  run- 
ning, but  there  was  so  much  travel  and  roads 
so  bad,  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get 
a  chance  to  ride,  and  besides  they  arrived  in 
about  the  same  time  as  was  matle  by  the 
stages  in  those  days.    All  three  of  the  party 
took  claims  on  sections  17  and  18,  Bergen- 
township.     Both  Martin  Ford  and  Elias 
Tompkins  are  long  since  dead.   Mr.  Ford 
filed  his  claim  May  4,  1857,  and  immedi- 
ately commenced  its  improvement.  He 
built  a  log  cabin,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
a  man  that  he  had  hired,  put  in  some  three 
acres  of  corn  and  one  acre  of  potatoes,  and 
then,  leaving  his  man  on  the  place,  he  spent 
the  season  working  at.  his  trade  in  Glencoe. 
That  fall,  after  the  corn  had  tasselled  out, 
the  grasshoppers  came  and  destroyed  nearl}' 
the  entire  crop.    His  wife  came  here  in  the 
fall  of  1857,  Mr.  Ford  meeting  her  at  Du- 
buque.   In  the  s))ring  of  1858  a  log  house 
was  erected  on  the  claim,  and  they  settled 
upon  it,  and  here  Mr.  Ford  devoted  his  ener- 
gies to  his  farming  operations  until  1859.  In 
that  year  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Glen- 
coe, where  he  erected  the  first  store  building 
and  there  remained  for  a  time.    He  then  re- 
turned to  the  farm,  and  on  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry,  and  during  the 
following  winter  was  stationed   at  Fort 
Eidgeley.   In  the  si)ring  of  1862  the  regi- 
ment wiis  sent  to  the  front,  and  he  partici- 
pated in  the  siege  and  capture  of  Corinth, 
but  having  been  seized  with  the  sickness  so 
prevalent  in  cam]),  he  was  sent  from  one  hos- 
pital to  another,  witiiout  effecting  much 


change  in  his  condition.  Finally,  while  he 
was  in  the  hospital  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  his' 
colonel  sent  an  order  directing  him  to  go  oh 
recruiting  service  in  Minnesota,  if  able,  but 
on  his  way  North  he  was  taken  worse,  and 
upon  his  ari'ival  he  again  took  refuge  in  the 
hospital. 

A  short  time  later  he  was  granted  a  sick 
furlough,  and  accordingly  returned  to  his 
home  in  MoLeod  county.    It  was  through 
this  condition  of  affairs  that  he  was  here  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Indian  outbreak.  As 
the  news  from  the  frontier  grew  worse  and 
worse,  the  family  twice  left  the  farm  for 
safety,  but  soon  returned,  and  finally,  when 
the  Indians  attacked  and  burned  Hutchin- 
son, a  town  about  sixteen  miles  distant,  Mr. 
Ford  at  once  removed  his  family  to  Minne- 
apolis for  safety.  They  plainly  saw  the  smoke 
before  the  news  reached  tiiem.   At  the  ex- 
piration of  his  furlough,  as  our  subject  was 
still  in  the  service,  he  reported  for  duty  at 
Fort  Snelling,  and  remained  there  until 
finally  dischargetl  late  in  the  fall  of  1862  for 
disability  contracted  in  the  service.  The 
family  remained  at  Minneapolis  until  Janu- 
ary, 1863,  when  they  returned  to  the  farm. 
When  the  Indians  came  back  in  the  summer 
of  1863  and  wounded  some  of  his  neighbors 
Mr.  Ford  left  that  farm  for  good.  The  In- 
dians were  skulking  around  so  that  the  set- 
tlers scarcely  knew  where  safety  could  be 
found.     That  summer  the  neighbors  all 
banded  together  to  do  their  harvesting,  and 
carried  their  guns  to  the  fields  with  them. 
Mr.  Ford  removed  to  Glencoe  and  worked  at 
his  trade  for  some  time.    In  1869,  having 
sold  his  original  place,  he  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since.  He 
has  a  valuable  place  of  about  160  acres  ad- 
joining the  county  seat,  Glencoe,  and  besides 
this,  owns  forty  acres  on  the  site  of  his  orig- 
inal homestead.    He  has  in  the  past  devoted 
his  attention  to  general  farming,  and  also  to 
raising  cattle  and  horses,  particularly  the 
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latter,  but  he  has  lately  turned  the  active 
managciment  of  the  business  over  to  one  of 
his  sons,  and  is  now  living  more  retired  from 
the  active  cares  of  business,  enjoying  the 
well-earned  respite  of  an  active  and  useful 
life.  During  early  days  he  took  a  very  act- 
ive and  prominent  part  in  all  public  matters, 
and  has  held  a  great  many  local  offices,  in- 
cluding that  of  county  commissioner,  be- 
sides about  all  the  township  offices  at  differ- 
ent times.  He  was  one  of  the  first  justices 
of  the  peace  in  Bergen  township,  and  offici- 
ated at  the  first  two  marriages  solemnized 
in  that  precinct. .  Tn  all  educational  and  re- 
ligious matters  he  has  always  done  his  full 
share,  and  for  twenty-five  years  he  has  held 
the  position  of  deacon  in  the  Congregational 
church.  A  man  of  the  strictest  integrity, 
esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who  know 
him,  he  is  one  of  the  best  representatives  of 
that  hardy  class  of  pioneers  who  did  so  much 
toward  the  early  development  of  McLeod 
county,  and  as  such  we  take  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting a  portrait  of  him  in  another  depart- 
ment of  this  Albdm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ford  are  the  parents  of  five 
children — Frances  H.,'  Stephen  A.  and 
Fayette  D.,  all  living;  and  Sarah  A.  and 
Mary  C,  deceased.  Mrs,  Ford  was  the 
daughter  of  Henry  T.  and  Frances (Conklin} 
Sherman,  the  former  a  native  of  Rhode  Is- 
land  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  She  had 
lived  at  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  until  she  was  twelve 
years  of  age,  when  her  parents  removed  to 
Stillwater,  N.Y.,  which  was  about  two  miles 
and  a  half  from  Bemis  Heights,  the  scene  of 
the  battle  so  famous  in  history.  Their  resi- 
dence was  only  about  half  a  mile  west  of 
where  General  Gates'  headquarters  were  lo- 
cated during  this  battlo,so  it  was  in  one  of  the 
most  historic  localities  in  the  United  State's. 
Mrs.  Ford  traces  her  lineage  back  to  the  same 
source  as  do  the  distinguished  Shermans,  of 
.Ohio.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  as  follows— Sarah  A.,  who  still 


lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Saratoga 
county,  N.  Y. ;  Mary  J.,  now  Mrs.  Ford  ; , 
Frances  M.,  now  Mrs.  Foote,  of  Helena, 
Mont.;  Thomas  E.,  still  on  the  old  homestead; 
Harriet  E.,  deceased ;  William  H.,  a  resident 
of  Mechanicsville,  N.  Y.,  and  Helen  A., 
deceased.  Both  the  father  and  mother  died 
on  the  old  homestead. 

Mr.  Ford  has  always  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  political  matters.  He  is  a  strong  re- 
publican. 

TEPHEf^  HUGHES,  one  of  the  earnest 
and  thorough  going  farmers  of  Rich 
Valley  township,  was  born  in  Saratoga 
county,  K  Y.,  December  20, 1843,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Cjiitherine  (Wright)  Hughes, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and 
who  had  come  to  this  country  after  their  mar- 
riage, in  1841.  They  settled  in  the  "Empire 
State,"  and  from  there  moved  several  times 
to  various  States,  and  finally  located  at 
Green  Island,  Sibley  county,  Minn.,  where 
the  father  died  in  1872  and  the  mother  in 
1875.  The  former  had  followed  canalling, 
railroading,  etc.,  until  a  short  time  before 
his  death,  when  he  retired  from  the  cares  of 
life.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children 
— John,  Michael,  Thomas,  Stephen  and 
Mary.  The  later,  the  deceased  wife  of 
Tiiomas  Toole,  was  formerly  the  widow  of 
John  Mahon.  Micliael  served  during  the 
late  war  in  a  Wisconsin  regiment  and  in  the 
Fifteenth  Michigan  Regiment.  John,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Fourth  Minnesota  Infantry,  was 
shot  at  Altoona,  but  in  spite  of  his  wound 
captured  a  rebel  flag. 

Stephen  Hughes  was  reared  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, near  liolmsburg,  and  there  received  his 
education.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  1868,  when  he  came  to  McLeod  county, 
Minn.,  and  purchased  the  place  on-  section 
33,  Rich  Valley,  where  he  now  lives,  and 
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has  been  a  resident  ever  since.  He  wasmar- 
ried  in  December,  1870,  at  Glencoe,  to  Miss 
Bridget  Miirra}'-,  a  native  of  Ireland  and  the 
daugliter  of  James  Murray,  who  had  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  as  follows — Patrick, 
Catherine,  Mary,  Ellen,  Mathew  and  James. 
Mary,  who  became  Mrs.  "Wright^  died  in  Ire- 
land. Patrick  with  his  family  lives  in  the 
town  of  Glencoe.  Catherine,  Mrs.  E.  Kelly, 
lives  in  Bergen.  Mathew  is  also  a  resident  of 
that  town  as  are  the  others. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes  are  the  parents  of 
five  children— -John,  Mary,  James,  Thomas 
and  Stephen.  Mr.  Hughes  is  a  democrat, 
politically,  and  the  family  are  zealous  mem- 
ber of  the  Eoman  Catholic  church. 

i^HRFSTIANOLESON.  Prominent  among 
"il^?  the  Scandinavian  settlers  of  this 
county,  who  are  helping  to  develop  its  re- 
sources, is  the  gentleman  named  above.  He 
was  born  in  Christiana,  Norway,  in  August, 
1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Ole  Christiansen  and 
Carrie  Gilbertson.  His  mother  died  in  his 
infancy  and  he  grew  up  without  her  loving 
care.  Like  nearly  all  the  youth  of  that  land 
he  received  the  elements  of  a  common  school 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
country.  He  was  reared  to  farm  labor  and 
grew  to  manhood  in  the  land  of  his  ancestors. 
July  4,  185Y,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Ella  Erickson,  and  the  same  day  took 
passage  on  &  vessel  bound  for  the  United 
States.  This  bark,  the  Flora,  was  a  new  one, 
this  being  her  first  trip  and  they  had  a  very 
pleasant  voyage.  After  spending  some  eight 
weeks  on  the  way  they  landed  at  Quebec,  and 
from  there  came  to  Chicago.  Three  weeks 
were  passed  there  by  the  young  couple,  after 
which  they  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled  in 
Dalgren  township,  Carver  county.  Turning 
his  attention  to  farming  he  made  his  home 
in  that  county  for  some  fifteen  years  and 


then  selling  out  his  interests  there  removed, 
to  McLeod  county  and  purchased  a  farnl  on 
section  14,  of  Bergen,  where  he  now  lives. 

In  the  earlier  days  of  his  settlement  he, 
and  his  family  experienced  all  the  privations 
and  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life,  and 
for  some  time  his  principal  income  was  de- 
rived from  the  sale  of  ginseng,  which  he 
sought  and  dug.  He  has  been  the  parent  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  six  are  now  livr 
ing. 

In  July,  1881,  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  his  wife,  and  his  youngest  daughter,  Jen- 
nie, keeps  house  for  him.  The  cause  of'  the 
mother's  death  was  that  dread  disease,  can- 
cer. 

■  ■ 

OSEPH  PORTELE,  a  leading  farmer  of 
the  town  of  Kich  Valley  township,  liv- 
ing on  section  2?,  came  to  McLeod  county 
in  1867,  and  settled  on  the  place  whore 
he  now  resides.  He  has  made  all  the  im- 
provements on  the  farm,  which  is  a  most 
excellent  one,  and  he  is  in  highly  pros- 
perous circumstance.  He  was  born  in  Bo- 
hemia in  January,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of 
Anton  and  Eosa  (Kaler)  Portele,  both  of 
whom  have  died.  The  father  was  a  hard- 
working man  in  that  country,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  interred  in  the  land  of  their 
birth.  They  had  a  family  of  four  children- 
Frank,  Anton,  Eosa  and  Joseph,  of  whom 
Anton  and  our  subject  are  living.  Joseph 
Portele  is  entirely  self-educated,  having  had 
but  little  advantages  in  the  way  of  schooling 
in  his  youth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  to 
Miss  Oatlierine  TTnderler,  a  native  of  the  same 
part  of  the  Austrian  empire.  By  this  union 
they  have  one  child,  Joseph,  Jr.  When  the 
family  came  to  America  they  landed  at  New 
York,  and  then  came  to  McLeod  county, 
Minn.    At  that  time  our  subject  bought 
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forty  acres  of  land,  but  has  since  added  to 
it,  so  that  no-w  he  has  110  acres. 

Joseph  Fortele,  Jr.,  was  born  in  the  land  of 
Boliemia  in  December,  1853,  and  received  part 
of  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
country.  He  was  brought  to  this  country  by 
his  parents  when  he  was  about  twelve  years 
of  age,  and  has  made  this  his  home  ever  since, 
lis.  the  schools  of  this  State  he  has  finished 
the  pursuit  of  learning,  and  is  an,  intelligent 
and  well-informed  tnan.  He  was  married  in 
February,  1876,  to  Miss  Sophia  Fortele^  the 
daughter  of  his  uncle,  Frank  Fortele;.  The 
lady,  her  father  and  sister,  Rosa,  came  to  this 
country  from  Bohemia,  where  she  was  born 
February  17,  1853,  and  her  father  died  at 
Kalamazoo,  Mich.  She  is  the  mother  of  foui- 
children  —  'Wenci,  Joseph,  John  and  Cath- 
erine. The  family  are  members-  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  and  the  father  and 
son  are  democratic  in  their  politics.  They 
are  highly  respected  in  the  community  in 
which  they  live  and  ranlc  high  as  citizens. 

■  ■■»>■ 

t 

JOHN  E.  SMART,  a  leading  and  repre- 
sentative agriculturist  of  the  town  of 
Lynn,  living  on  section  19,  is  the  son  of  Alex- 
ander .and  Mary  Ann  (Edgeworth)  Smart, 
natives  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  respectively, 
and  was  born  in  Lower  Canada,  March  20, 
1851.  The  first  nine  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  in  the  land  of  his  birih, 
but  in  1860  his  parents  brought  liini  to 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  ensuing 
three  years  they  made  their  home,  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts. Removing  back  to  their  old  home  our 
subject  lived  there  until  1867,  when  the 
family  moved  to  Minnesota,  and  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Rice  county.  Four  years  later 
they  removed  to  Osakis,  Douglas  county, 
whence,  two  years  afterward,  they  came 


to  this  county  and  located  in  Lynn 
township.  The  parents  of  the  suliject  of  this 
sketch,  after  remaining  here  about  two  years, 
went  to  Wasliington  Territory,  but  are  now 
residing  in  tiie  State  of  Massachusetts. 

When  his  parents  first  came  to  tiiis  locality 
our  subject  struck  out  for  himself  and  com- 
menced the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  account. 
He  rented  a  farm,  having  always  been  ac- 
customed to  tiie  tillage  of  tlie  soil,  but  lost 
the  second  crop  through  the  grasshoppers. 
He  then,  under  the  homestead  laws  of  this . 
countrj',  took  up  tlie  160  acres  of  land  that 
he  now  owns. 

October  20,  1874,  Mr.  Smart  led  to  the 
mai-riage  altar  Miss  Mary  Smith,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Mary  Smith,  and  who  was 
born  in  Iowa,  May  9,  1860.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  advent  ot  six  children,  as" 
follows — Edmund  L.,  boi-n  August  29, 1875 ; 
Minnie  May,  born  November  24, 1877 ;  Mat- 
tio  Elizabeth,  born  March  27,  1880;  Annio 
Marion,  born  May  13, 1882;  Henrietta,  born 
September  12,  1884,  and  died  April  12, 1885, 
and  John  Henry,  born  May  28,  188G.  Mr. 
Smart  has  always  taken  a  great  interest  in 
all  educational  work  and  has  held  a  number 
of  school  offices  in  the  district.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  with  comfortable  build- 
in";s  and  has  accumulated  a  creditable  herd 
of  stoclc. 

<«>  '0'  ■  ■ 

T^RIEDRICH  WEGNER,  the  son  of  Au- 
jpJ^  gust  and  J  ustina  (|Begolke)  Wegner, 
is  a  native  of  Frussia  and  was  born  Septem- 
ber 16,  1819.  He  was  reared  upon  his  fa- 
ther's farm  and  attended  the  C4overnment 
schools.  On  attaining  his  manhood  he  was 
called  on  to  ]iei-forni  his  military  duty  and 
served  for  five  years.  During  this  time  he 
participated  in  the  war  with  Denmark,  com- 
monly called  the  Schleswig-ITolstoin  war. 
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anil  in  the  suppression  of  the  last  Polish  re- 
bellion. In  1852  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  being  some  thirty-eight  days  on  the 
ocean^  and  settled  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where 
he  worked  for  some  five  years  in  a  saw  mill. 

In  the  fall  of  1858  Mr.  "Wegner  came  to 
Minnesota,  and  stayed  at  Chaska,  Carver 
county^  vHiile  he  was  looking  for  a  location. 
He  settled  in  this  county  the  same  year  on 
railroad  land  on  ^vhich  he  lived  five  years 
and  then  removed  to  his  present  farm  on 
■••sections  4  and  SjWinsted  township.  Here  he 
made  his  home  until  the  fall  of  1885,  when 
he  removed  to  the  village  of  Howard  Lake, 
where  lie  now  resides.'  He  is  still  the  owner 
of  the  old  farm  of  120  acres,  having  given 
the  balance  of  his  farm  to  his  children. 

Mr.  "Wegner  was  united  in  marriage  Jan- 
uary 1, 1853,  with  Miss  Caroline  KrekJau^  a 
native  of  Prussia  and  tlie  daughter  of  Fred- 
erick  and  Louisa  (Dowke)  Kreklau,  and  the 
issue  of  this  union  Ijas  been  twelve  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  living  as  follows  —  Enna, 
born  May  19,  1856,  at  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Char- 
lotte, born  June  3,  1859,  in  Winsted,  Minn.; 
Otto,  born  January  4,  1861,  at  Winsted; 
George,  born  September  26,  1862,  at  Water- 
town,  Minn.,  while  the  family  were  on  their 
way  to  Minneapolis,  fleeing  from  the  Indians 
during  the  time  of  the  outbreak;  Emil,  born 
July  10,  1865,  at  Winsted;  Ida,  born  Decem- 
ber li,  1869,  and  Friedrich,  Jr.,  born  July 
18,  18Y3. 

And  now,  still  in  tiie  full  vigor  of  man- 
hood, venerated  and  loved  by  associates  and 
neighbors  of  a  third  of  a  century,  having  set- 
tled tiie  older  children  about  hirti,MMth  his  son- 
in-law  upon  his  well  cultivated  farm  and  part 
of  his  family  of  children  still  clinging  to 
the  old,  old  home,  after  having  encountered 
and  braved  all  the  hardships  and  endured  all 
tiie  privations  bf  pioneer  life,  often  the  fa- 
vorite mark  of  misfortune,  he  has  retired  to 
the  villiige  of  Howard  Lake  to  enjoy  in 
quiet,  the  respite  of  a  well  spent  life. 


OHN  FALCONER,  a  prominent  a,rid  rep- 
resentative farmer  of  the  town  6f  Lynn, 
was  born  in  the  parish  of  Fordown  Kincar- 
dine, Scotland,  and  is  the  son  of  Eobert  and 
Charlotte  Falconer,  natives  also  of  the  "land 
of  heather."  When  our  subject  was  twelve 
years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Auchinblae,  where  he  attended 
school  and  made  his  home  until  June,  1854, 
when  he  immigrated  to  the  United  Stp-tes. 
The  first  year  of  his  residence  in  this  country 
was  passed  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn., 
after  which  he  went  to  St.  Paul,  stop- 
ping several  months  on  the  way  in  Cook 
county,  111.,  and  that  Avinter  found  em- 
ployment in  the  woods.  The  following 
spring  ho  took  a  claim,  in  Kice  county,  this 
State,  and  was  a  resident  of  that  section  for 
some  fourteen  years.  While  there  he  was 
one  of  the  judges  at  the  election  of  delegates 
to  the  .constitutional  convention  of  1857. 
During  the  Indian  .  troubles  of  1862,  he  in 
common  with  the  other  people  of  that  region 
left  their  farms  and  sought  safet}',  but  soon 
returned  to  their  homes.  November  2, 1864, 
Mr.  Falconer  was  drafted  into  the  army  but 
procured  a  substitute  who  took  his  place  in 
the  ranks.  In  May,  ISYO,  he  came  to  this 
county  and  took  up  a  homestead  on  section 
30,  and  two  years  later  sold  his  place  in  Eice 
county.  To  the  eighty  acres  embraced  in 
his  claim  he  has  since  added  200  acres  more 
and  now  has  a  fine  farm.  Notw^ithstanding 
the  bad  luck  he  has  had  at  times,  he  is  now 
ranked  among  the  solid,  well-to-do  men  of 
the  town,  and  this  is  entirely  the  work  of  his 
own  hands,  as  he  started  poor. 

Mr.  Falconer  married  Miss  Jemima  Lyon 
June  16, 1855,  and  by  this  union  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  six  children — 
Mary  Ann,  born  November  15,  1858,  now 
the  wife  of  Arthur  Tyrrell,  of  St.  Paul; 
Alexander,  born  August  22,  1860,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Mihnie  Martin:  Catherine,  born 
November  19, 1862,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Bran- . 
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ham;  John  R,  born  February  22, 18f?5;  Will- 
iam "Wallace,  born  November  12,-1868;  and 
Leith  Lyle,  born  August  11,  18Y2.  Mrs. 
j  .Falconer  was  born  at  Inverness,  Scotland,  and 
;  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Jessie  Lyon, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  that  country. 

I 

5'  • 
f  . 

;  Igv^OUlS  ERICKSON  BRINGEN.  deceased. 
;  1^  The  subject  of  this  biography  was  a 
I;  native  of  Norway;  He  was  born  July,  1830, 
^  and  was  the  son  of  Eric  Jjrins^en.  who 
\  is  still  living  in  his  native  land.  ■  His  parents 
had  a  family  of  five  children,  only  two  of 
[;  whom  are  now  hving. 
|\  Our  subject,  Louis,  was  raised  upon  his 
I  father's  farm,  and  there  made  his  home  until 
I  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-six  years.  In 
\  1856  he  came'  to  the  United  States,  land- 
^  ingat  the  port  of  New  York,  after  a  voyage 
\  of  thirty-three  days  on  the  bosom  of  the 
I  rough  and  stormy  Atlantic.  After  a  short 
I'  time  spent  in  Wisconsin  he  came  to  Minne- 
I  sota  and  settled  at  Cottage  Grove,  where  he 
|j  was  employed  for  four  years  on  the  stock 
I  farm  of  a  Mr.  gproat.  September  26, 1861, 
I  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Third  Minnesota 
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Infantry,  and  participated  in  all  the  fortunes, 
g'Wl  and  bad,  of  that  regiment  through  th^-ee 
years'  service,  and  was  discharged  at  Duvall's 
Bluff,  Ark.,  November  4,  1864./' 

Mr,  Bringen  then  returne'd  to  Cottage 
Grove  and  thence  to  St.  Paul,  spending  the 
winter  in  the  latter  place  and  working  in  a 
crockery  store.  In  the  spring  he  went  to 
Carver  county,  but  shortly  after  came  to 
this  county  and  located  on  a  piece  of  land 
near  where  he  afterward  lived,  which  he 
sold  and  then  purchased  tlie  farm  where  his 
family  at  present  resides,  on  sections  13  and 
24,  Bergen.  He  ilied  in  December,  1885, 
liaving  been  the  father  of  eight  children  by 
his  wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss  Toinette 
Qleson.  Tliey  were  married  November  28, 
1863,  while  he  was  home  on  a  furlough,  in 
Carver  county.  Tlie  record  of  tlie  children  is 
as  follows — Andrew  Bernard,  who  was  born 
January  7, 1865 ;  Edward  Martin,  born  March 
21, 1867;  Ludwig,  born  March  14, 1870;  Isabel 
Amelia,  born  in  November,  1871;  Emma 
Clarissa,  born  November  26,  1873;  Henry 
Martin,  born  August  8,  1876;  Theodore 
Oliver,  born  December  18,  1879,  and  died 
in  September  1883;  and  Theodore  Oliver, 
born  December  16,  1883.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 
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:  cLEOD  county,  ^[inn., 
is  well  situated  in  the 
central  portion  of  the 
State.  It  is  hounded  on 
the  north  by  ^reeker 
and  A\'"right  counties; 
on  the  east  by  Carver 
and  Sibley  ;  on  the  south  hy  Sib- 
loy ;  and  on  the  ^vest  by  Sibley? 
llenville  and  INCeeher.    Tt  has  an 
abundance  of  natural  i-esources, 
plenty  of  excellent  timber  and 
water,  exceptionally  good  soil  and 
excellent  nuirket  facilities.  The 
people  are  industrious  and  frugal, 
and  generally  provided  with  good 
homes,  and  for  genend  farming  or  stock-, 
raising  it  has  but  few  superiors  in  the  State. 

The  Hastings  &  Dakota  division  of  the 
Chicago,  ]\[ilwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Itailroad 
traverses  it  from  east  to  west,  while  a 
branch  of  the  same  road  connects  llutchin- 
sou  Avltli  the  county  seat,  Glencoe,  and  the 
main  line ;  while  a  branch  of  the  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis  &  ]\ranitoba  llaihvay  connects 
the  Hutchinson  with  tlie  "  Twin  Cities." 


The  most  important  villages  within  its 
borders  are  Glencoe,  Hutchinson,  Stewart 
and  Prownton,  although  there  are  several 
others   of  less   i)retensions.    All  have  a 
healthy  growth,  and  all  are  gradually  im- 
pi'oving-  in  it  way  that  is  indicative  of  the 
steady    development   of  the  surrounding- 
country.    Tlio  soil  is  rich,  warm,  black  loam, 
of  the  drift  foriiuition,  two  to  four  feet  deep, 
with  a  clay  sub-soil,  and  excellently  well 
suited  for  the  growth  of  Ko.  1,  hard  wheat, 
while  the  native  indigenous  grasses  afford  a. 
succulent  forage  for  a  large  number  of  cattle, 
many  of  them  of  line  graded  stock.  The 
surface  is  al)out  two-thirds  prairie,  and  the 
balance  is  covered  by  the  native  timber. 
The  Hassan,  or  south  branch  of  the  Crow 
river,  the  Hush  river,  Buffalo,  Tobacco  and 
other  sinallei' creeks,  tributaries  and  affluents, 
aff'oi'd  ample  drainage,  and  together  with  a 
number  of  beautiful  snuill  lakes,  give  a  large 
supply  of  water  for  stock  ])urposes. 

When,  in  1855,  it  was  discovered  that  a 
seeming  Paradise  h»y  hidden  behind  the 
heavy  curtain  of  the  ''Pig  Wooils,"  the  van- 
guard of  the  hardy  pioneers  of  this  country 
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|>nt  ill  an  iippoarance,  and  they  i-oniained 
riglit;  lic.re.   No  representations' could  lure 
Mieni  i.n  in  soarcli  of  a  bettor  land,  liocaiisc  it 
was  really  unattainable,  and  the  reports  they 
sent  bat'lc  to  the  homes  tliey  had  lel't  were  of 
such  a.  glowing  cliaraetor  as  to  induce  others 
to  follow,  and  foi-  a  year  or  two  the  country 
was  rapidly  sotflxMl  up.    The  depression'  ut- 
tcndiuit  upon  the  linancial  crisis  of  ISoT, 
the  brealving  out  of  (  he  war,  and  the  almost 
en(ire  cessation  of  einioration,  andtlio  tragic 
oiilbrealv  of  the  Sioux  Indians  in  1802,  i-e- 
tarded  its  growth  for  some  years,  but  with  the 
<lawn  of  peace  and  more  prosperous  times 
the  people  began  to  flock  in  again,  and  to- 
day it  stands  with  its  17,000  population,  one 
of  the  brightest  jewels  in  the  diadem  of  the 
great  Statc.of  aMinncsola.  . 

Any  tmc  visiting  this  county  to-da,y  would 
hardly  believe  that  the  hands  upon  tliiidiai  of 
time  have  hardly  marked  three  decades  since 
the  advent  of  the  lirst  pioneers  in  this  region  :. 
that  but  a  short  thirty-three  yeai's  ago  tiot 
one  building  was  standing  upon  its  soil,  ex- 
cept the  tattered  tepees  of  a  few  lingeriiio- 
Ra.vages,  who  sidleidy  watched  the  adumt  (if 
the  white  adventurei's. 

The  comity  end)races  some  fourteen  con- 
gressional townships,  organized  into  thirteen 
townships  as  follows:  Winsted  embraces  all 
of  townsliip  117,  north  of  range  27  west; 
Halo,  tounship  ]17.  range  28;  iJutcIiinson, 
townships  lie.  and  117,  range  2!);  Aconia, 
township  117.  range /!0:  Lynn,  township  110, 
rangvSO;  Rich  ^'all(>y.  township  J 10,  range 
28:  IJergcu.  township  110,  range  27;  lleleTi, 
township  115,  ra.ngc27;  (Jlencoe,  towuship 
Hi"),  range  28:  Sumter,  township  115,  range 
2!t :  Collins,  township  115,  range  ;J0;  liound 
Grove,  townsbip  114,  range  ;50,  and  Tonn, 
township  1J4.  range  20. 

For  ages  this  beautiful  land  had  lain  here 
uidcnown  to  white  men  and  unoccupied  ex- 
cept by  a  few  prcdatoiy  Sioux,  who  found 
here  an  excellent   liunting   ground.  The 


den.se  curtain  of  the  "JJig  Woods"  hid  fi'om 
the  view  of  the  early  settlei-s  of  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  State  the  ])aradise  of  wo(,(Io(l 
plain  aiul  grassy  prairie  that  lay  hidden  bo- 
■  hind  it    In  May.  1855,  however,  the  rc.stlcs.s 
spirit  of- adventure,  so  characteristic  of  tlio 
.  American  peoi)le,  led  a,  party,  of  explorers  to 
penetrate  into  the  forest  to  lind  what  it  con- 
j  cealed.    The  little  band  was  composed  of 
Col.  John  11.  Stevens,  Hon.  j\rartin  aEcLcod. 
A.,T.  .Be]lj..Tamcs  IT.  Mavhidl,  W.  S.  Clia])- 
num.  and  lion.  Eobert  A''iiitoii.  Pushing 
their  way  through  the  woods,  following  the 
course  of  the  rivers  or  creeks,  on  the  21st  of 
May  they  emerged  from  the  foi-est  and  be- 
held with  delight  the  lovely  landscape  spread 
out  before  them.    Smooth  and  level  prairie, 
intersjiei'scd  with  gi'oves  and  moats  of  tim- 
ber and  ])elhici(l  lakes  formed  the  view  that 
lay  before  them  ami  they  thought  that  they 
had  seen  no  fairer  land.    Determining  that 
here  they  would  find  a  home,  amid  these 
beautiful  surroundings,  they  at  once  made  up 
their  minds  to  lay  out  a.  town  site,  and  on 
looking  the  ground   over  pitclied  upon  a 
j  lovely  spot  that  lay  just  on  the  edge  of  the 
i  woods  an<lconnnenced  its  survey.   y..J.  Eell 
was  the  engineer  and  made  the  survey  for  the 
I  town  site  company,  which  ^vas  composed  of 
Ohannian.  Mcl.eod.  Stevens,  Bell  and  Mav- 
IJialh.  Ilei-e  .they  put  up  thei)-  slumties  to 
hold  the  claim,  and  thus  was  initiated  the  seat 
of  justice  of  the  county  of  McLeod,  to  which 
they  gave  the  euphonic  name  of  Giencoo. 
During  that  same  sunnner,  fall  and  winter 
I  there  came  into  the  new  settlement  the 
following  parties,  who  hero  found  homes 
I  for  themselves:  Charles  iloj^kins,  William 
;  Ohurchill,  Peter  Durfee,  l\rr.  Little,  A.  II. 
}  House  and  others. 

The  country  around  the  coirnty  seat,  fer- 
tile beyond  compare,  found  favor  in  the 
sight  of  all  who  saw  it,  and  during  the  year 
1855  there  were  some  that  took  up  claims 
and  here  founded  homes.  Among  them  were 
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Duncan  MoDougal,  Gregory,  Anthony-  and 
Dennis  Oorniea,  Prentiss  Chubb,  Charles  In- 
galls,  Orson  Brewster,  Messrs.  Luncastei-, 
Doty,  Tabor,  Clark,  I.  W.  Cumniings,  Mr. 
Keen,  Mr.  Bates  and  others. 

In  November,  1855.  u  party  consisting  of 
the  following  named  started  out  from  TSEin- 
neapolis  to  find  a  site  for  a  town,  and  land 
whereon  they  might  live:  Asa,  John  and 
Judson  Hutchinson,  11.  If.  Pendergast, Lewis 
Harrington,  JB.  E.  Messer,  John  IJ.  Chubb, 
llenry  Cliainbers,  Edward  E.  Johnson.  John' 
F.,  Calef  and  Lucius  Parker.  They  found 
on  the  banks  of  the  llassan,  or  tiie  south 
fork  of  the  Crow  river,  the  site  they  sought, 
and  there  laid  out  a  village  to  which  they 
eventually  gave  the  name  of  Hutchinson, 
after  the  famous  family  of  vocalists  who  had 
been  the  initiators  of  tiie  movement.  Tiie 
next  day  after  their  arrival  on  the  spot  uu)st 
of  the  men  made  a  selection  of  their  lands, 
and  a  town  site  company  was  forme<l.  On 
permanent  organization  of  the  company,  A. 
.r.  Hell  was  chosen  president,  and  ])repava- 
tions  made  for  the  settleuiont  of  the  village. 
Harrington  and  Bell  were  appointed  to  lay 
out  the  lots  and  blocks,  and  also  were  ordered 
to  build  a  log  house  on  the  town  site,  which 
was  to  cost  $100.  An  agreement  was  also 
made  with  Mr.  Parker  by  which  he  was  to 
erect  a  log  tavern  for  the  sum  of  §105. 

During  the  winter  there  came  to  the  new 
settlement  the  following  named  settlers,  and 
threw  in  their  fortunes  with  these  \^Wi\y 
pioneers :  William  Gosnoll,  James  E.  Chaslev. 
Mr.  Ayiiitney,  two  brothei-s  by  the  flame 
of  Gray,  and  T.  XL  Clark.  In  the  country 
around  the  incipient  village  there  were  but 
few.  that  located  there  during  that  year,  but 
the  following  year  there  came  to  this  piirt  of 
the  county  a  number  who  took  up  clai^lis. 

The  village  of  Glencoe,  in  the  meantime 
had  received  a  number  of  inhabitants,  aijiong 
whom  were  the  following  named :  Benjamin 
F.  Buck,  James  Phillips^  John  Smith,  A.  J. 


Snyder,  A.  H,  Keed,  Charles  Appleton, 
Prentiss  Chubb,  F.  B.  Dean,  G.  K.  Gili)ort.  . 
Lawrence  Gillick,  John  McLeodj,  J.  J.  John_- 
son,  Mr.  Doty,  John  Folftom,  Mr./Mcl^nen. 
II.  J.  Clyde  and  V.  V.  Seaver.  ' 

In  the  county  during  the  year  lSt>i')  liicru 
settled  the  following  wlio  took  up  claims  and 
opened  up  fafms:  Luman  G.  8inu)iis.  J .  V. 
McKean,  1*\  AV.  Hanscom,  J ohn  llul>l)ard. 
A.  S.  Nobles,.  U.  E.  Grinishaw.  John  Lester, 
James  A.  Piper,  Ole  Johnson,  Andrew  Antler- 
son,  Brynald  Peterson.  Chiistian  Johnson, 
John  Alderly,  Timothy^  Hinnian,  Peter  Cro- 
vier,  Jean  Cra}>caustraAy  and  othoi's. 

The  winter  of  1855-5(!  thGve  was  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Glencoe  but  one  store,  that. of  ('lay- 
bourn  Chandler,  and  a  few  shanties.  "\Vitli  the 
ilawning  of  the  spring,  however-,  a  i)rimitive 
hotel  was  put  w]),  knosvn  then  as  the  Piun<'er 
House,  now  a  part  of  the  Alerehanfs  Hotel, 
which  was  kept  by  B.  E.  Buck  ;  and  another 
store  opened  by  Dean  ik  Weaver.  Lawrence 
Gillick  opened  the  lirst  blacksmith  shop  in 
the  place  in  1S5('>.  James  Gillick,  his  son,  had 
c(nue  hero  a  short  time  [)revions  to  his  com- 
ing and  sawed,  with  a  whip-saw,  the  lirst 
lumber  made  a.t  thisj)oint. 

I  n  tliespringoF  1S50  a  public  building  was 
put  up  by  the  settlers  in  the  village  of  Glen- 
coe on  the  site  wliero  AVilliam  Jenike's  wagon 
shop  now  stands,  which  did  duty  as  school 
house,  hall  aiul  church,  and  theiirst  ]iolitical 
meeting  in  the  county  was  held  therein,  and 
was  that  to  select  the  delegates  to  the  >State 
constitutional  convention.  In  the  summer 
of  1850  a  school  was  tiiught  in  this  building, 
which  was  the  lirst  school  in  the  county. 
During  the  same  spi'ijig  Hev.  H.  K.  Elliott,  a 
clergyman  «>f  the  Methodist  church,  <)peued 
services  in  the  log  schVxil  Ikjuso,  and  as  he  had 
moved  to  the  county  and  had  taken  ii  claim, 
held  them  regularly.  In  the  spring,  also, 
W.  S.  Chapman  opened  a  general  stove  in  the 
village.  The  postoHice  was  established  in 
June,  1850,  witli  A.  J.  J'.ell  as  iwstniaster. 
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T].e  county  of  ]\rc  Loot],  wliicil  was  named 
nrhoiior  of  J  [on.  AEartin  l^rcl.cod.  was  oroan- 
iml  Muvoh  l;  iSoG,  witli  Gloncooas  the  leat 
of  justice.   Tlic  fi.-st  meeting  of  the  board  of 
■    county  conjjnissionei-s  met  tlio  same  dav,  imd 
t  lei-e  were  i).-esent  John  McLeod  and  James 
.Ipllli^  ^V.  B.  ->7i]so.r^hnd  l,een 
eleote(I  to  that  office  having  moved  away 
iron,  the  county,  tiie  boai-d  ciiose  .l\rr.  l^CesseV 
toidl  the  vacancy.    A.  J.  Snyder.  the'fn^TdX 
eloctc<l  clerk,  and  II.  J.  Clyde,  the  slicriff, 
jissumed  the  ,hitics  uf  their  oltices  and  the 
I'oard  ap[)ointed  Human  U.  Simons,  judtvo  of 
the  i^roimtc  court,  A.  J.  i5e]l_di strict  attor- 
neyandJ.  A  .McKcan.  coroner  »F  tiie  countv 
At  tiiis  meeting  the  comnii.ssioners  iai<l  out 
tlie  soiiool  (listri(.t  of  Giencoe,  which  Avas 
Jnado  No.  I.    They  also'  divided  the  county 
int.)  three  el(H-tion  precincts,  Iciiowu,  respect- 
ively, as  Gloncoo,  Hutchinson  and  Lake  Ad- 
<iie.  and  ordei-cdan  election  for  town  officers. 
Jiie  judges  appointed  in  each  district  were 
as   follows:    Glencoe-F.   W.  llanscome. 

^"''tl'  itnd  John  Hubbard:  ijutnhin 
mson— John  riutchinsoi  Hr.  .i\rorrison  and 
•'iidson  Hutchinson:  Lake  Addie— A.  S.  m- 
Jilcs,  n.  E.  Grimshawand  John  AIcLeod.  "~ 
At  a  meeting  of  the  board  held  January  ], 
•JSoT,  there  was  reported  the  sum  of  $31  4V.) 
asses.sable  property  in  the  countv,  and  on  this 
the  boaj-d  oi-dereda  levy  of  three-quai  ters  of 
one  per  cent,  as  county  tax.  The  first  war- 
rants on  the  treasury  were  drawn  in  favor  of 
the  commissioners,  for  their  services. 

The  (irst  term  of  the  district  court  was 
held  at  Giencoe,  in  the  (.Id  log  school  house, 
Ml  th(.  summer  of  J  S5(].  There  wei-e  no  causes 
on  the  docket  but  the  usual  forms  were  <^6ne 
tln-ough  with.  His  honor.  Judae  A?  G. 
f"'''^t]icld  was  upon  the  bench.  15irt  little  of 
interest  occurred  during  the  vear  1S57  with 
the  exception  of  the  foundingof  the  Giencoe 
JtegHter,  an  ably  conducted  weekly  journal, 
by  L.  liaxter,  now  judge  of  tlie  district 
conrt,  living  at  Fergus  Falls.    A  co])v  of  the 


McLEOD  COUNTY,  MINNESOTA, 


first  issue,  which  bears  the  date  of  August 
S,  1S57,  has  a.  nmnbei:  of  Giencoe  advertise- 
ments, among  which  are  the  following: 
Dean  &  Seaver,  dealers  in  groceries,  provis- 
ions, etc.;  White  .k  McOlelland.  real  estate 
dealers,  sui-veyors  and  engineers;  Ilenrv 
Jiicobs,  dry  goods,  etc.;  L.  G.  Simons,  sui-- 
veyorand  real  estate  agent;  Baxter  iV:  J{a.\- 
ter,  att(n'neys;  and  an  advertisement  of  the 
Giencoe  and  Carver  stage  line.  The  fii-st 
frame  building  in  the  countv  was  jnit  up 
^  this  year  by  A.  J.  Bell  as  a  residence  and  is 
still  standing, 

During  the  latter  part  of  1857  settlers 
came  in  with  rapidity,  and  the  village  and 
county  bega,n  to  grow  and  develop.    In  the 
vdlage  several  more  stores  were  oiwned  and 
the  business  began  to  assume  .some  impor- 
tance.    Thi-oughout  the  conntrv  men  got  in 
their  crops  and  the  laud  put  on  a  more  civilized 
appearance.    During  the  following  vear  tlio 
tide  of  immigration  fell  off"  here  as  it  did  the 
country  over,  owing  to  the  stringent  times 
conse.pient  upon  the  financial  ])anic  of  IS')-, 
and  as  the  settlers  had  but  poor  success  with' 
their  crojis  that  year  there  was  nriich  suff'cr- 
ing  and  privation  the  next  .winter,  but  tlie 
hardy  ])ioneers  that  had   opened  up  this 
country  were  not  the  men  to  grow  discour- 
aged over  that,  but  nianfully  stood  their 
ground  and  breasted  the  current. 

In  the  meantime  the  settlemcutat  llntch- 
inson  had  made  considerable  ])rogrcss.  In 
1S5(J  there  had  settled  at  the  village  or  in 
the  vicinity  the  following  named  parties : 
Andrew  Chubb,  Isaac  Hook,  J.  IJarker, 
George  Collier,Molm  Vrencli.  Solomon"Ten- 
dergast.  William  ^\ .  I'endcraast  aiuThil- 
brother  T.  IF.,  Solomon  rendertrast.  Jr.  T. 
n.  Chesley,  John  Ilenrv,  Ifenry'putiuim!  (a 
blacksmith  and  theiii-st  in  the  village}  Av!  S. 
^esminv.  Samuel  IJoss,  A.  J.  l^eter.  J. 
'^t«'itoii,  William  ^IVxld.  J.  II.  IVrcKeny.i'c,  J. 
It.  Parshall  and  a  few  othei-s.  ^ 
Among  the  ari-ivsUs  of  the  year  were  Mrs. 
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Messev  and  Miss  Eva  Bavtley,  the  first  white 
v.'omeu  in  the  settlement.  The  latter  and 
John  Cimbb  were  united  in  marriage  Jul}' 
23,  18.50,  by  'Squire  Messer.  Tliis  was  the 
first  wedding  in  the. county. 

In  August  tlie  I Intciiinson.  brothers 
brouglit  in  a  saw-mill,  and  about  the  same 
time  J.  .11.  Parsliall  opened  ju  small  store. 
Putnam  liail  put  up  a  blacksmitli  shoj)  and 
Avas  at  work.  During  tiie  same  month  the 
])ostoiticc  was  established  and  Lewis  Har- 
rington commissioned  postmaster.  In  the 
fall  of  this  year  the  first  school  was  taught  by 
Mrs.  Ayilliam  Todd,  and  J.  A.  and  William 
McKenxie.  AVinslow  and  Jeanettq  I'utnanu 
"three  Fuller  ■■■iris,  Emina,  Holt,  (J.  T.  and 
Ella  Heldon  and  a  girl  by  the  name  of  I'oan, 
were  the  only  ])upils. 

I  n  the  summer  of  1S57  many  more  settlei-s 
came  in  and  the  country  began  to  assume 
the  appearance  of  civilization.  Among  them 
were  the  following  named  :  Normau  Cannh 
bell,  F.  A.  (-joilinty,  Holmes  P>.  Higgins,  A. 
F.  Woodruff.  Henry  A.  Hacon,  Oiliver  I'Tcrce, 
Ellen  I'endertrast,  Charles  A.  and  Lyman  \\. 
Andrews,  "William  H.  Andrews,  J.  E.  GuL 
"diugs,  L.  CI.  TendertiasJ,  (ieorge  Wentworth, 
(Miarles  \\  Xittredije,  W.  11.  Ensiiin.  W.  L. 
Sumner,  C.  ?>.  Venn,  Seth  Nichols,  Peter 
(reohegan,  Dr.  John  rienjainiii,  13.  G.  Lee, 
P.  S.  SivT-ighl,  Samuel  Tilft,  Thomas  A.  Den- 
liTs,  Charles  .McKwon,  David  A.  Adanis,  Mr. 
^Cook,  Nathan  Lams<m,  James  Mittlc,  E.  G. 
Writrht.  Mr.  Dungaii,  Andrew  Hopper,  Amos 
James,  lUllman  Smith  and  othei-s.' 

Outside  the  usual  hardships  endured  l)y  all 
settlers  in  a  new  country,  the  i)ioneers  of 
this  favored  i-egion  had  but  little  to  contend 
with  until  the  tragic  days  of  the  Indian  out- 
break in  the  summer  of  18()2.  A  shortsketch 
of  this  event  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  county,  and  it  is  herewith  given. 
Tlie  Sioux,  always  a  relentless  and  savage  foe 
of  tlie  whites,  had  by  dint  of  treaties  and  the 
force  of  goverinlsent  been  kept  in  subjection, 


but  through  the  action  of  the  traders  who 
robbed  them,  and  the  failure  of  the  projier. 
agents  to  ])ay  theui  thei.r  aniuiities,  together 
with  the  idea  that  tlie  Eederal  (}overnment, 
being  hampered  with  a  war  on  its  hands,  led 
the  savages  to  grow  restivi;  and  i-eady  for 
mischief.  Maj.  Thomas  Galbi'aith,  the  agent 
at  the  Lower  Agency,  after  enumerating  all 
these  tiau.ses,  says: 

"Grievances  such  as  have  been  related, 
and  numberless  others  akin  to  them,  were 
spoken  of,  recited  and  chanted  at  their  coun- 
cils, dances  and  feasts,  to  such  an  extent  that 
in  their  excitement,  in  ,lune,  ISO^,  lu  secret 
organization  known  as  the  Soldiers'  Lodge, 
was  founded  l)y  the  young  men  and  soldiers 
of  the  lower  Sioux,  with  the  object,  as  far  as 
I  can  learn,  through  spies  and  infoi'uiers,  of 
preventing  the  tradei-s  from  going  to  the  pay 
tables,  as  had  been  'their  custom.  Since  the 
outbreak,  I  have  become  satisfied  that  the 
real  object  of  this  lodge  was  to  adopt  n.ieas- 
ures  to  clean  out  all  the  white  people  at  the 
end  of  the  payment." 

All  these  disturbing  iniluences  were  .se- 
cretly worked  upon  by  Little  Crow,  a  shrewd 
and  nuilevolent  diief,  of  griiat  ability.  A 
secj-et  c(^nspii'acy,  deep  laid  and  subtle,  was 
formed  to  kill  off  the  whites  after  they  had 
gathered  in  their  crojjs,  and  the  moving 
spirit  in  all  these  plans  was  Little  Crow.  At 
that  time  the  great  need  of  troops  to  aid  in 
the  su])|)resHi<)n  of  the  rebellion  had  with- 
-  drawn  uiost  of  the  soldiers  from  this  part 
of  the  frontier,  some  200  guarding  the 
whole  line  from  Pembina,  to  Iowa.  The 
crafty  redskins,  with  the  idea  in  their  heails 
that  the  Government  had  been  suffering  re- 
verses, for  on  the  counters  of  the  traders  lay 
the  illustrated  i)ai)ei"s,  and  they  could  catch 
the  drift  of  them,  determined  that  now  was 
their  opi)ortnnity,  and  the  scheme  was 
accordingly  laid  for  a  genoi'al  uprising  on 
the  unsuspecting  settlers.  In  August  of  that 
year  six  young  nuMi  of  the  tribe  who  Ifsul 
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suffered  some  injury  from  a  band  of  tlieir 
liei-editiirv  eneines,  the  Cliippawas,  followed 
them  to  the  North,  but  not  overtaking  tliem, 
on  their  return,  eitlier  out  of  a  fear  of  being 
laughed  at  for  their  fruitless  errand,  or  out 
of  pure  malice  and  deviltry,  murdered  in 
wld  blooil  Robinson  Jones,  lloward  Ealv-ei 


woman  or  cliild  on  the  town  site,  al]..  liaviiig 
Hed  to  Carver,  St.  Paul,  or  elsewiiei-fe.  Any- 
thing  in  the  way  of  a  vehicle  that  would 
liold  a  woman,  cliild  or  anything  of  value 
was  pressed  into  service,  and  there  was  not  a 
Iiorse  left  in  tliat  part  of  the  countv.  Many 

1S(52.  ^""".«\,  ^vugust   K,  i  .It  Wencoe,  and  a  considei-able  number.tliat 


1862. 

The  (i<iiuls,  having  accomplished  their  lieJI- 
ish  work,  i-etreated  to  the  Lower  Agency 
and  told  theii-  story.  'The  Soldierii'  Lodge 
was  hastily  convened,  and  it  was  decided  to 
precipitate  tlio  nuissacre,  which  hud  been  set 
for  some  two  weeks  latei-.  The  next  day  the 
woi-k  of  blood  was  inaugurated  at  the  agencv. 
Thus  tlio  fceri-ible  blow  fell,  like  a  thunder- 
bolt out  of  a.  clear  sky  upon  the  uiuirmed  and 
«lcfenseless  bonier,  crimsoning  its  fair  fields 
wit  h  blood  of  its  people,  and  lighting  the  som- 
i)re  sky  with  the  lurid  blaze  of  its  burning 
dwellings.   JJy  the  light  of  their  burnin° 


:  flocked  into  that  village  from  the  surrounding 
i  country,  soon  organized  a  homo  guard  coiii- 
I  pany  and  the  command  of  the  place  was  given 
j  to  Colonel  Stevens,  Nothing  of  any  moment 
I  occuiml  to  disturb  them  exce])t  the  usual 
I  scares  that  will  arise  at  such  a  time,  an<l  it  is 
I  doubtful  if  a  single  Indimi  was  in  that  im- 
'  mediate  vicinity  during  the  whole  sunmier. 
i     In  the  meantime  things  were  in  a  different 
shape  at  Hutchinson,  then  the' frontier  jmst 
of  civilization.    In  August,  1S62,  fl,  T, 
.ikkieiL  Andrew  Ilonnor,  William  Gosnell! 
W.  W.  I'endergast  and  othei-s  starte<l  for  St, 
Paul  to  enlist,  and  ■  found  about  a  dozen 


rcH'tions  before  the  gleaming  tomahawk  01 
ready  rifle  of  the  pursuing  Siotix,  often  to 
fall  a  victim  while  seeking  a  place  of  safety. 
Hundreds  of  nnha])py  people  perished.in  this 
horrid  butchery  and  hundreds  died  from  ex- 
posure to  the  elements  while  on  their  wcarv 
way  to  the  nioj-e  thickly  settled  ])ai-ts  of  the 
State.  AVith  all  this  the  historian  has  imt 
little  to  do,  only  to  toll  the  the  tale  of  the 
trials  and  death  suffered  by  the  pi(meers  who 
had  sought  homes  in  McLeod  county. 

<Juite  a  number  of  men  had  gathered  at 
Olencoe  from  various  ])ai'ts  of  the  county  on 
the  morning  pf  iMonday,  August  18,  with 
the  intention  of  going  to  St.  Paul  to  enlist 
in  t.he  IFnited  States  service,  when  the  news 
of-  the  uprising  of  the  Indians  was  received. 
With  one  accord  they  all  returned  to  their 
homes,  and  it  is  said  by  credible  witnesses 
that  by  midnight  tJjat  night  there  was  not  a. 


iiUhough  more  unfriendly  than  usual,  tliey 
did  not  su.spect  of  any  inischief.    On  Mon- 
day, the  18th,  George  C.  Whiteoinb^  coiuity 
treasurer  of  ]\[eeker  county,  rode  into  tliV 
village  and  told  the  tale  of  the  nundor  of 
Acton.    Quickly  succeeding  him  camos<i!V- 
cral  parties  from  the  southern  part  of  the 
same  county    who  conlirmed   the'  story. 
Lewis  Harrington  and  Charles  McAliiioiid 
started  on  a  scout  toward  the  Cedar  Lak-o  t«> 
learn  the  particulars  if  possible.    On  their 
way  they  met  a.  man  by  the  name  of  Earle, 
who  had  escapc<l  the  mei'ciless  fiends,  but 
had  lost  his  child  in  fleeing  from  Redwowl. 
From  him  they  learned  that  the  Sioux  were 
murdering  the  whites  of  the  upper  Minnesota 
j  valley,  he  being  the  only  survivor  of  a  large 
I  party  that  had  started  to  flee.    On  the  20tli 
I  a,party  of  sonui  forty  refugees,  came  into  tlie 
i  village  escorted  I)y  Other  Dav,  a  friendlv 
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Siuux,  who  hod  married  a  white  woman. 
Many  of  them  .\yere  Government  employes 
and  some  were  prominent  ])eople.    One  of 
tlieir  number,  Mr.  Garvie^  was  mortally 
wounded  and  they  liad  left  him  at  Cedar 
J/ike,  in  charge  of  some  of  the  settlci-e  there 
who  had  still  clung  to  that  vicinity. 
t|        lie  died  the'  next  day  and  the  settlei's 
brought  his  remains  to  Hutchinson  for  burial 
and  to  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  inhabitants 
I     of'tliat  village.   The  arrival  of  these  fugi- 
I     tives  fronj  Yellow  Medicine  wi'ought  the 
I     iwople  of  the  place  up  to  the  wildest  excite-' 
I     ment  with  their  stories  of  Indian  atrocities, 
iij    and  all  realized  that  their  position,  on  the, 
most  exposed  point  on  the  fmntier  was  peril- 
H    ous  in  the  extreme.    A  council  was  Held  and 
I    opinions  were  divided  as  to  the  proper  course 

1  to  be  pui'sucil.  The  agency  ])eople' remained 
<;    there  until  the  22d,  and  then  sought  safety 

2  further  east. 

I       On  the  21st  all  the  farmers  from  the  sur- 
rounding country  had  come  into  the  village 
and  there  were  some  two  hundred  congre- 
;    gated  at  Chesley's  whose  house  stood  in  a 
F     commanding  position  on  a  hill  southeast  of 
town,  and  .  there  being  a  quantitj'of  hewn 
timber  in  that  neighborhooil,  they  had  built 
I    a  barricade.   Thirty  moi-e  were  at  the  house 
I    of  "\V.  yi.  Pendergiist  and  a .  few  scattered 
through  the  village.   The  boys  who  had  gone 
I    to  enlist,  hearing  the  news,  returned  home 
with  the  troops  dispatched  to  the  rescue  of  the 
imperiled  settlei^  by  Governor  Kamse3^  'Pen- 
derg-ast  and  Gosnell,  the  advanced  couriei-s, 
'a    rcaclied  the  barricade  about  2  o'cicjck,  Trida}' 
I    morning,  the  22d.    A  part  of  those  there  had 
!  i   detennined  to  leave  with  the  mornin";  lial't, 
I    but  a  number  was  determined  to  stay  and 
i    defend,  if  need  be,  their  ^)mes  and  propei-ty. 

A  consultation  was  held  on  the  brow  of  the 
]   hill  between  Pendergast,  Sivriglit,  C'hesley 
ariTrilarrington,  and  tiioy  traterniined  to  itny 
%    tliehiselves  and  try  their  best  to  keep  the 
otiiei-s. 


At  U'n  early  liour  in  the  morning,  as  the 
Agency  people  withdrew  to  take  the  road  to 
Carver,  the  entire  .|K>pulalion  of  the  village 
was  assembled  in  front  of  Sumnei-'s  store  to 
bid  them  farewell,  iind  as  the  tniin  moved 
away,  and  as  thej'  thought  on  their  exposed 
condition,  numy  of  the  settlers  made  up  their 
minds  to  follow  and  seek  safety  in  the  ca])i- 
tal.  In  the  midst  of  the  confusion  that  en- 
sued, and  among  the  different  counsels  that 
prevailed,  W.  W.  Pendergast'  ran  into  tho 
store  and  sie/Jng  a  pen  and  a  piece  of  paper 
soon  returned  with  the  following  document, 
which  he  read  to  tho  crowd: 

"We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Hutch- 
inson and  vicinity,  in  view  of  the  danger 
threatened  our  settlement  by  the  Sioux  In- 
dians, do,  for  our  mutual  |)rotection,  for  the 
safety  of  our  families  and  friends,  and  for 
the  defense  of  our  homes,  agree  to  form  our- 
selves into  a  military  company,  to  serve  as 
long  as  necessity  shall  demand,  to  elect  offt- 
cei*s  at  once  by  ballot,  and  to  implicitly  obey 
them  when  so  elected,  and  to  faithfully  dis- 
charge our  duties  as  soldiers  while  we  ma^' 
be  in  tlie  service : " 

A  few  steppetl  "forward  and  signed  the 
paper  but  the  most  part  stood  back,  giving 
various  reasons,  some  not  wanting  to  sign 
away  their  liberty,  some  wanting  to  fight  on 
their  own  hook  and  the  greatest  part  being 
in  favor  of  a  gcnei-al  abandonment  of  tho 
jilace.  IJeing  disgusted  with  their  hesitation, 
the  author  of  the  resolution  and  D.  IT..E1I3 
withdrew  from  the  crowd  and  went  to  the 
old  log  tavern,  being  deterniineil  to  provide 
some  defense  for  their  fauiilies,  for  thev 
had  no  idea  of  abandoning  tlieir  homes  to  tho 
savages,  and  in  about  two  liouis  with  the 
help  of  otliei's,  had  built  a  barricude  around 
it  and  the  well,  some  six  feet  high.  "While 
they  were  thus  emplo3'ed,  Mi's.  Ellen  llar- 
rington,  lAx*,  Sarah  irnri'lntrton  niul  Mrn. 
Julia  Ells  picked  up  tho  paper  which  Pcn- 
dergasj.  had  thrown  down  and  jn'occedcd 
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to  iU-giic  with  tlic  men,  and  by  earnest 
entioatics  and  u  promise  to  join  tlio  coni- 
pivny  thcnisclves,  prevailed  oa  tlio  most 
of  t iieiii  to  sign  it,  and  tiie  company  was 
formed,  and  wlicn,  afterwanl,  tbo  troops 
were  drawn  h|>  in  line  these  heroic  women 
stood  in  the  ranks  and  answered  to  their 
names,  sliamingsome  of  tiiose  who  had  hung 
back  in  the  face  of  danger.   Tlie  courage  of 
the  tliree  hidies,  endowed  with  the  bloo<l  of 
their  New  Enghmd  sires,  stood  the  little  set- 
tlement in  good  stead  and  made  it  possible 
to  make  a  successful  defense  against  tiie  red- 
skins. 

At  this  iwint  tlie  arrival  of  the  five'  men 
who  had  returnctl  from  St.  Paul  and  of  Caiv 
tain  AVhitcomb  with  some  muskets  and  am- 
munition for  the  Forest  City  people,  divert- 
ed every  attention.  The  latter  leaving  thirty 
of  the  gims  and  a  thousand  rounds  of  cJirt- 
ridges  puttlie  citizen  soldiery  in  high  spirits, 
and  as  there  were  some  sixty-five  men  en- 
rolled in  the  Home  Guards,  they  felt  their 
safety  assured.   The  election  of  officers  took 
place  the  ne.xt  day,  and  the  following  named 
were  chosen  to  fill  the  various  positions: 
Lewis  Ilarr'ington/ciiptain  ;  Andrew  Hopper, 
lirst  lieutenant ;  Oliver  Pierce.  s*i<5ond  lieu- 
tenant ;  W.  W.  renderirastj  oixlerly  sergeant ; 
Prentiss  Chubb,  B.  G.  Lee  and  Silas  Green, 
sergeants;  John  Ilartwig,  J.  E.  Chesley,  W. 
]J.  Harrington,  Charles  Retzloff,  Charles 
Stahl,  Charles  McAlmond,  E.  Welton  and  C. 
*lI..Mohr,  coriwrals. 

Fifty  men  \vere  i)ut  at  work  at  once  to 
build  a  stockade,  and  it  occupied  some  twelve 
<lays.  It  was  strongly  put  together,  and 
showed  that  some  of  the  settlers  had  a 
knowledge  of  fortification.  Saturday  the 
garrison  was  visited  by  a  detachment  of  the 
Forest  City  troops,  who  came  to  get  the 
guns  left  by  Whiteomb,  but  returnetl  with- 
out them.   On  tlie  same  day  Captiun  Strout 


Gl^ncoe  from  Forest  City.   On  rcadliing 
thiit  village  he  received  orders  to  retrace  liin 
stops,  HH  ho  had  no  owloru  to  leave  Forest 
City,  an<l  he  then  took  the  road  to  Acton. 
He  camped  the  afternoon  of  Sei)tend)cr  Ist, 
near  Hutchinson,  iHtld  the.  next  day,  with 
Lieutenant  Hopi>cr,  Allrert  De  I/mg  and 
Jiulson  l}rink.  as  guides,  and  nine  teams  anil 
sixty-Uve  men,  started  for  the  scene  of  tlie 
first  nmssacre.  IS'othing  was  heard  of  tlicm 
until  the  next  morning  about  10  o'd'ock, 
wiien  Hopper  Kallope<l  into  town,  Iwaring 
the  news  of  the  attack  on  and  defeat  of  tlio 
troops  by  an  overwhelming  foi-ce  of  the  kiv- 
ages,  wiio  had  ambushwl  them-   He  and 
De  rx>ng,  wishing  that  the  people  of  the  town 


passed  through  the  place  with  Company  B, 
Ninth  Minnesota  Infantry,  on  the  way  to 


should  be  apprised  of  the  coming  .hordes  of 
Indians,  broke  through  the  line  of  the  sav- 
ages  at  the  risk  of  life,  and  thus  brought  the 
news.    The  alarm  was  quickly -given,  as 
nmny  of  the  settlers  were  scattered  over  tho 
village  antl  on  the  suri-ounding  fanns,  and 
nearly  all  giithcred  to  the  stockade. ,  !Men 
were  sent  out  to  warn  and  bring  in  the  scouts 
and  a  few  families  that  still  occupietl  their 
fanns,  and  soon  returned  with  the  most  of 
them.    Captain  Harrington  and  fifteen  voh 
unteci-s  marched  to  the  rescue  of  the  troops, 
and  to  see  if  anything'  could  be  don<J  for 
them.    The  names  of  this  heroic  band  de- 
serves to  be  emblazoned  on.  the  roll  of  liis- 
tory,-and  is  herew.ith  given  :  W.  AV.  Pender- 
gast,  O.  l^.  Slolir,  Prentiss  .Chubb,  J.  E. 
Cheslev,    Charles    ^IcAl.inond,  j?arnnlKB 
W^x,,  H.  P>.  Hiagins,  J.  T.  Iligginj.  Tlieo- 
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.  these. undisci 
bieen  cut  off  to  thi 
asunacquaintetlv 
battle-worn  sol 
HatcbiDson-,  whei 
Sumner's  h 
vided   for.  Dr. 
of  any  praoticin 
services,  wliich  w 
that  moment  the 
son  to  go  around 
of  the  stockad^ 
'  reported  447  as 
*'  eluding  the  soldi 
•  ■ ,  Preparations  \i 
ing  attack,  the  sei 
and  as  far  north 
gathered  in  by, 
two  Germans  byj 
Spande,  and  Jack 


dore  Belden,  David  Sivright,  S.  Dearborn. 
Frank  Harrington,  Harney  I^amson,  Cliailes 
Iloi  ton  and  Joseph  Maitre. 


Marching  out  into  the  deserted  country, 
hardly  had  they  gone  a  mileorso  whentliejr 
descried  the  column  moving  towanl  them, 
and  were  greetetl  with  a  cheer.  The  troop 
had  lost  tAvo  of  their  number  killed  and  left 
on  the  field,  and  had,  twenty-one  w'ounded 
with  them,  and  the. little  re-enforcement 
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teemed  a  Godsend  to  them. ;  They  had  had 
»  very  serious  time,  and  but  for  the  bravery 
pf  .  these  undisciplined  recruits  would  have 
beeii  cut  dflf  to  the  last  man  as  the  captain  was 
as  unacquainted  with  waras  themselves.  The 
battle-wom    soldiera    were    escorted  to 
Hutchinson-,  where  the  wounded  were  placed 
in  Sumner's  hotel  and  their  wants  i)ro- 
videtl  for.   Dr.  John  Benjamin,  ii^  lieu 
of  any  practicing  surgeon,  volunteered  his 
services,  which  were  gratefully  accepted.  At 
that  moment  tiie  ]5octor  requested  Mr.  Lam- 
JOT  to  go  around  and  count  the  inhabitants 
of  the  stockade,  and  the  latter  gentleman 
reported  447  as  being  in  the  inclosure,  in- 
cluding the  soldiers  of  Strout's  command. 
\  Preparations  Avere  made  for  the  impend- 
ing attack,  the  settlers  of  all  that  vicinity, 
and  as  far  north  as  Cedar  Lake,  having  been 
gathered  in  by  courageous  scouts,  except 
two  Germans  by  tho  names  of  Bilke  and 
Spande^  and  Jack  Adams  and  theii*  families. 
The  guards  were  doubled  and  all  slept  on 
their  ariins.  At  midnight  William  Green^  the 
gnttrd  at  the  bridge,  saw  two  horsemen  ap- 
proaching through  the  darkness,  and  on  their 
failing  to  answer  his  hail,  fired,  and  they 
wheeling  their  horses,  fled,  while  the  garri- 
wri  sprang  to  arms.    All  were  now  on  the 
ilert,  for  all  could  appreciate  the  imniinenco 
of  their  danger.  No  further  demonstration 
being  made,  those  not  on  guard  sank  to  their 
ilumbers  again,  and  there  was  no  further 
disturbance  during  the  night. 

As  the  morning  dawnal  some  of  the  Ger- 
man settlers,  thinking  that  the  Indians  had 
gone  away,  started  fo}>  their  farms  again,  but 
when  half  a  mile  away,  they  were  saluttd 
with  a  volley  of  bullets  v,  liioh  wounded  Mr. 
Uglier,  one  of  their  number,  aad  hastily  put- 
tiiig  hiin  in  the  wagon,  they  Vetreated  in 
double  quick  time  to  the  fort.  Othei-s,  who 
fancied  themselves  safe,  had  narrow  escapes. 
The  Indians  soon  hove  in  sight  to  the  number 
300  or  400,  and  nearly  surrounded 


the  town.  W.  IT.  Ensign  mounted  his  horse 
and  struck  out  for  Glencoe  for  re-enforce- 
ments, and  was  followed  by  Levi  Chesley 
and  William  Wright,  who  were  caught  out- 
side the  line  of  savages.  The  Indians  amused 
themselves  by  setting  fire  to  the  various 
buildings  in  the  villege.   At  the  wave  of 
Little  Crow's  blanket  the  firing  began,  and 
some  of  the  Indians,  yoking  up  some  cattle, 
went  to  the  house  of  Dr.  John  Benjamin  and 
loaded  up  a  wagon  with  the  bedding  and 
clothing  and  sending  it  off  in  charge  of  a 
half-breed,  set  fire  to  the  liouse.   This  was 
the  first  to  fall  a  victim  to  the  incendiary 
torch,  but  was  soon  followed  by  that  of 
W.  W.    Pendergast  and   the  '  academj'. 
While  the  flames  were  slowly  creeping  up  the 
latter  building,  the  fiends  in  derision,  ning 
the  bell  as  if  for  fire.   S6on  the  houses  of 
Kittredge.  Messer,  Chubb.  .Welton.  Pierce 
and  Chesley.  and  that  of  Solomon  Pender- 
gast H»tl  several  smaller  ones  were  enveloped 
'  in  a  fiery  mantle.    The  Indians,  who  fully 
expected  to  see  the  whites  flee  at  the  first 
attack,  were  amazed  at  the  sight  of  the  fo^•t 
and  the  men  standingtotIieirariiis,and,as  in 
all  their  encounters  with  the  settlei-s  they 
had  found  them  ready  to  run,  this  was  some- 
thing they  had  not  reckoned  on,  and  they 
were  dumbfounded.   So  sure  were  they  that 
at  the  fii-st  fire  the  whites  Avould  try  to  re- 
treat toward  Glencoe,  tliat  they  had  placed  an 
ambush  on  the  road.  The  1 1  utchinson  Guaitis, 
however,  took  the  places  assigned  them  pre- 
viously, and  prepared  to  show  flght.  They 
advanced  on  the  redskins  in  four  directions 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  tho  buildings 
and  of  saving  tho  stock,  but  Captain  Strout 
ordered  them  all  Inside  of  tlie  stockade. 
Most  of  them  obe3'ed,  but  a  few  fearless 
spirits    that  had  courage  eiiual  to  the 
occasion,  refused  to  comply  with  his  com- 
mand.   Among  thorn  wore  Captain  Uiuring- 
ton.  Lieutenants  Jlopper  and  Pierce,  W.  W. 
Pendergast,  Andrew  Ifopner.  Jr.,  IL  Ale- 
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-Eweii.  W.  PubiiiiDi.  C4.  T.  Eeldoii.  D.  S.  Sii- 
right,  W.  Ooojc.  S.  Dearboni.  I).  Qrossi  A. 
Jjuiu's,  ,1.  11.  lIaiTin<itoii.  niid  a.  Ixnv  otliors. 
Thov  ft)ii4'Iit  Indian  fasliitin,  ovci-y  man  foi-  liis 
own  Jiiuul,  and  sev(!ral  of  tlic  savagos  bit  tlio 
dust  as  tlio  result  of  coming  within  range 
Of  their  muskets.  Tliey  Icept  the  Sioux  from 
approaching  tlie  part  of.  tlio  town  wliere  they 
wore,  and  did  yeomen's  duty  while  the  fight 
lasted.  Several  hiul  i)a,ri'ow  escapes  from 
deatli  or  wounds,  l)ut  jioiie  wore  liui-t.-  In 
(■ieneral  Sil)]e.v\s  i'e|)ort  it  is  stated  that  sev- 
eral of  the  Indians  informed  Iiim  that  they 
met  with  a.  loss  of  four  killed  and  fifteen 
wounded,  in  this  attack. 

About  five  miles  up  the  river  from  Hutch- 
inson resided  the  two  Germans.  Ijiike  and 
Spaiidc,  mentioned  before,  in  One  house. 
Tliey  refused  to  come  iii  to  the  fort  when 
warned,  in  the  l)eli<'f  tliat  as  tlioy  iiad  always 
treated  the  Iiidiiyis  with  considei'atioii  tiie 
redslfins  would  no^ftjinterl'cre  with  them.  On 
the  morning  of  tlie  attack  on'  the  village, 
however,  a  few  of  the  Indians  went  to  the 
house  and  in  a  surly  manner  dcnuinded  to  be 
fed.    Thinking  from  their  looks  and  actions 
that  they  had  made  a  wr<mg  estimate  of  the 
gratitude  of  the  j-edmen,  they  wished  that 
they  had  taken  advice  and  gone  to  the  fort. 
While  the  savages  wei'e  regaling  themselves 
with  the  food  set  before  them,  the  two  C-ier- 
maus,  with  their  families,  hitched  up  their 
oxenand  tuicd  to  slij)  away.     They  started 
to  cross  the  river  on  their  Avay  to  town  but 
had  only  gone  a  short  distance  when  tli(;y 
wore  discovered  by  the  Siou.x,  who  ran  outo'f 
the  house  and  fired   on  them,  wound  in"' 
ill  tlie  leg.  Settingthe  t«am  on  a  run, 
lie  whipped  them  like  mad  and  headed  them 
for  the  river  and  the  red  fiends  in  close  pui-- 
suit.    {{caching  the  middle  of  the  stream, 
another  volley  rang  out  and  Spaiide  pitched 
into  the  water,  dead  or  mortally  Avounded. 
I'ilko  and  the  women  and  children,  jumping 
TroiiTtho  wagon,  took  shelter  in  the  tall 


grass  and  reeds  on  the  bank,  and  while  tlieir  ' 
pursuers  were  stopping  to  seal])  tlie  deiid 
settler,  managed  to  conceal  themselves.  The 
Indians,  for  some  reason,"  did  not  find  thorn" 
and  soon  left.    Mis.  Si)aude  then  crossed  tiio  . 
river  with  two  children,  one  two  and.  tlio- 
other  five  years  old,  and  toiled  throngh  tlio 
gi-ass,  weeds  and  brush  until  about  noon, 
wheji,  within  sight  of  the  fort  and  safety, 
tlicy  wei'e  seen  by  the  savages  and  slain,  and 
when  found  theii-  faces  were  blown  awiiy, 
the  guns  having  been  hold  so  close  to  them 
when  discharged.   Mrs.  Eilke  and  her  three 
children  fared  Letter,  liemaining  liid  in  the' 
grass  longer  she  managed  to  elude  the  retlskins- 
and  sought  concealment  in  an  old  log  cabin' 
neai-  the  river  on  the  north  side,where  she  was 
discovered  by  a  scouting  party  of  the  whitei 
and  taken  to  the  fort.    Her  husband  had 
divested  himself  of  most  of  his  clothes  in. 
oidei'  to  run  fastoj-  and  reached  the  town  " 
just  after  the  Indians  had  left. 

About  4   o'clock-  in  the  afternoon  on 
that  long  da.y  the  fire  of  the  besiegers  visi- 
bly slack-ened  and  it  Avas  soon  seen  that  they 
Avci-e  retreating  to  the  west,  and  looking 
around  in  their  glad  surpi-ise,  saw  soon  after 
a  body  of  cavalry  and  infantry  coming  from 
the  direction  of  Glencoe.   Ensign  and  Oliubb, 
had  found  at  the  latter  place  a  part  of  ,ji 
comjiany  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Ilagley  ami  had  prevailed  on  them  to  go  to  ■ 
the  relief  of  the  bcloagured  fort, and  on  their.  , 
way  back  had  gone  to  Lake  Ad<lie,  where 
they  found  a  small  sfjUiid  of  infantry  anil 
brought  them  along.    They  deceived  the- 
savages  as  to  their  force  by  marching  in  open 
ordei-  and  in  a  long  string,  and  the  Indians 
asked  AFrs.  Adams,  Avhose  capture  Avill  be  re- 
lated further  on,  how  many  tliore  were  of 
them  and  .she  told  them  there  were  900  or  a 
l.OOO. 

The  savages,  sullenly  gave  up  the  contest, 
and  finally  retired  as  the  troops  came  in 
sight,  and  retreated  to  Otter  Lake.   There  a ' 
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WiUiam  Green, 
W'iHiamljiSissT' 
Howard  ATcE wen, 
James  Fallon, 
David  Jones. 
Mr.  Oree<[. 
G.  T.  Belden, 

William  Harrington  - 
•  William^Sg'— ^ 

.   Oharlfes  Hai'ton; 
Saniuel^Dewi^ 
William^ellerf 
Chancey  Lamson, 
William  jVeming 
Vincent  C^m^p" 
Hfin..^  TT  ^l'o»>as_Frencli. 

Geyy,chols,     David  jni;^ 

C.  D.  McE^ven.     JosepJ,  liSSiW  " 
formanOajnEbelLMr.Co'^^ 

J^atlmn  Lanison^  Willi^lTirAibi^Vc 

J^'Hiey  lamson,      ^  —^'^^ 
The  people  sa^v 


Daniel^Si^Sa, 
E.W.8tocking 
Frankjewett, 
T.  IT.  Jiickei;, 
Patrick  Fallon, 
Michael  Fallon, 
Albert  Delong, 
David  Sirriglijij 
A.  A.  Hopner, 
D.  E.Estes, 
C.  0.  Dcwingj 
•  Fergus  JDewiiig, 
FretleyickJEhler^ 
Amos  Jam^g, 
Hubert  Jaingg, 
Joshua  Pitmi 


Frank  JLiesticliow  : 
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by  David  Herri.  William  Green  \\nd  Tiinti- 
deus  K.  "Webb.  After  visiting'  the  licenses  of 
"Webb  and  Dr.  Kennedy  they  turned  to^yard 
Greenleaf  and  Fiarce;  Cross  and  Je^Vett 
walked  ahead  of  tlie  team,  whicii  followed 
after.  The  three  men  soon  discovered  fresh 
moccasin  tnvcks,  and  while  they  were  exam- 
ining them  were  saluted  with  a  volley  of 
musketry  from  the  road  ahead.  Cross  fell 
to  the  ground,  his  breast  perforated  by  one 
of  the  b<ills,  but  the  others  jumped  into  the 
bush  and  both  fired  together  at  a  glimpse  of 
the  redskins  that  they  got.  Ee-loading  theii^ 
guns  they  looked  for  their  enemies,  but  they 
had  disappeared.  The  othera,  who  were 
left  with  the  wagon,  were  soon  apprised  of 
the  occurrence  and  would  have  driven  off  if 
it  had  not  been  for  Hern,  who  seized  the 
reins  and  ^>'ould  not  be  driven  off.  "Webb 
jumped  out  of  the  wagon,  on  this,  and  ran 
to  the  lake,  and  finding  his  boat,  ])nddled 
out  into  the  water  at  a  great  rate,  and  stayed 
there  all  night  and  next  morning  reached 
Hutchinson  in  safety.  In  the  meantime 
Pierce  went  back  for  Jewett,  and  found  that 
Cross  was  dead.  Jewett  came  to  meet  him 
and  told  this  fact  to  Pierce,  and  atlded  that 
the  Indians  were  after  him,  and  they  con- 
cluded that  it  was  best  to  leave  the  corpse 
and  go  back  for  help.  Just  as  they  had  got- 
ten into  the  wagon  they  heard  a  terrible 
whoop  behind  them,  and  looking  back  dis-. 
covered  thii-teeh" Indians  on  horseback,  com- 
ing toward  them  on  a  run.  An  exciting 
race  .for  life  now  began.  Fierce  took  the 
reins  and  drove  like  Jehu,  furiously,  while 
Jewett  sat  in  the  back  of  the  wagon  with 
Ixis  feet  hanging  over  the  end  board,  and 
fired  at  the  on-coming  red  fiends  that 
,  thirsted  for  their  scalps  with  as  much  aim 
as  he  could  get  while  on  a  rapidly  moving 
wagon.  The  leader  flourished  the  still  bleed- 
ing scalp  of  their  late  companion,  and  rode 
as  if  he' wanted  theirs.  As  the  miles  flew 
by  under  their  feet,  one  by  one,  the  sayages 


withdrew*-  ivom.  the  race  vintil  only  one  wa« 
left,  on  seaing  which,  the  team  was  stopinid 
to  rest  and  Jewett,  taking  advantage  of  the 
chance,  shot  and  wounded  the  irony  of  his 
adversary, so  that  it  was  soon  seen  to  fall.' 
They  reached  the  fort  without  any  further 
adventures,  and  the  next  day  a  party  wa» 
sont.out  to  look  for  Sanborn  and  the  corpse 
of  Cross,  and  found  that  the  former  had 
been  murdered  also,  and  brought  both 
bodies  back  with  them.  This  was  the  last  of " 
the  Indian  outbreak  that  year.  • 

In  August,  1863,  a  few  of  the  Indians  re*' 
turned  to  this  county,  some  of  tiiem  coming 
to  the  house  of  Carl  "Wiedewitsch.  in  Rich 
Valley  township,  fired  upon  the  harmless  set^ 
tiers  and  sorely  wounded  Mrs.  "Wiedewitsch 
so  that  siie  die<l  two  years  after;  her  husband 
was  wounded  in  the  arm  so  that  it  required 
amputation,  and  Julius  Emme.  who  was  vis- 
iting there,  was  shot  in  the  arm  also  so  that  it 
had,  to  be  taken  off.  This  is  8up]ro8e<l  to> 
have  been  in  revenge  for  the  death  Littio 
Crow,  who  had  been  killed  in  Meeker  county,. 
J uly  3d,  of  that  year,  by  Chauncey  Lamson. . 

At  the  close  of  .hostilities  the  pi-ospect 
looked  quite  bad  through  the  county— scai-cc- 
ly  any  one  left  to  till  the  soil,  the  houses  either 
deserted  or  destroyed,  the  stock  stolen,  killed 
or  strayed  away  and  a  genei-al  air  of  dosolo-  ' 
tion  pervaded  the  whole  landscape.  A  few 
families  of  those  that  fought  so  nobly  ni 
Hutchinson  and  a  few  nt  Glencoe  wit^'i  here' 
and  there  one  scattered  over  the  cduqtry, 
-were  about  all  the  inhabitants  that  were  left. 
But  Time,  which  heals  all  things,  has  dealt 
well  with  the  destinies  of  MoLeod  county, 
and  it  is  to^lay  one  of  the  best  in  the  State,, 
and  has  a  population  of  about  17,000  inhab; 
itants.  It  is  noted  for  the  fertility  of  its  soil 
and  the  excellent  quality  of  the  wheat  raised 
there  and  the  generaUiigh  grade  of  its  prod- 
ucts. 

Glencoe,  the  county  seat,  is  one  of  the  best 
business  villages  in  the  interior  of  the  State- 
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and  possesses  souie  fine  buildmgs.  Riclily 
embowered  in  trees, .  surrounded  by  grassy 
lawn  and  elegant  grounds,  stand  a  number  of 
palatial  residences,  that  evince  tlie  taste  and 
'iwealth  of  their  ownera. 

The  journalistic  world  of  Olencoe  is  repre- 
sented by  tvvo  well  edited  and  neatly  printed 
weekly  newspaper,  sthe  Hegiater  and  Enter- 
jpriae.  The  Itegiater  was  initiated,  as  men- 
tioned, in  August,  1867,  by  L.  L.  Baxte>,  who" 
continued  to  bold  the  editorial  tripod  for  a 
}'ear  or  two.  It  then  passed  into  the  hands  of 
his  brother,  Horace  Baxter,  and  Mr.  Cramer. 
'  These  parties  ran  it  for  a'  while,  and  ,it 
finally  was  suspended  for  want  of  suppoi;t» 

In  1867  the  outfit  of  the  ofl9ce  was  sold  to 
Frank  Belfoy,  who  took  it  to  Forest  City, 
and  established  the  pioneer  papef*  of  Meeker 
county.  For  a  time  tliere  was  no  journal 
published  in  this  county,  but  on  tlie  25th  of 
,  February,  1869,  it  again  made  its  appearance, 
under  the  editorial  charge  of  Hon.  J^es 
C.  Jldson.  0.  A,  Bennett  was  associated  in 
the  mechanical  department.  May  23,  1872, 
.the  salutatory  of  Liberty  Hall,  the  new  edit- 
or was  published,  and  gives  the  information 
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that  he  Iiad  purchased  the  office  of  Colonel 
Edson.  Mr.  Hall  was  identified  with  the 
paper  until  August,  1887,  wlien  he  disiiosetl 
of  his  interest  therein  to  Cliarles.  H.  Sloctini, 
the  present  proprietor. 

Tlie'  EnCerpriae  was  estabiisiied  in  Hutch- 
inson in  September,  1873,  as  a  republican 
sheet,  by  "  Jig  "  Olson..  He  leniainetl  at  the 
head  of  the  journal  for  some  tliree  or  four 
years  and  then  sold  it  to  William  Lamb. 
The  latter  gentleman,  after  a  time,  removed 
the  oilice  to  the  county  seat,  Glencoe,  where 
it  has  been  ever  since.  "  In  1880  it  was 
purchased  by  Hon.  A.  II.  Reedj  who  is  the 
present  owner.  The  proprietor  having  an 
extensive  business,  otherwise,  hask  managed 
and  edited  by  Charles  V.  Corson  at  present. 

The  Hutchinson  Leader,  the  only  news- 
paper in  the  county,  was  established  in  June, 
1879,  by  Cal.  Smith,  and  was  edited  by  him 
•  for  about  a  year. '  He  was  succeeded  by 
other  parties  until  in  Jul}',  1887,  it  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  present  owner,  B.  W. 
Pay,  a  newspaper  man  who  has  for  yeai-s 
Wen  in  the  "editorial  harness"  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  State. 
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